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ADVElfriSEMENT. 


The  Publishers  of  the  Collection  of  "  Standarp 
Novels"  are  extremely  desirous  that  I  should  furnish 
tfiem  with  a  few  lines,  by  way  of  introduction  to  the 
appearance  of  St.  Leon  in  its  present  form.  I  am 
however  at  a  loss  how  to  oblige  them.  In  the  original 
Pre&ce  I  fi*ankly  stated  the  sources  upon  which  I  had 
drawn  for  the  idea  and  conduct  of  the  work.  I  have 
therefoiC  no  remarks  to  offer,  but  these  which  follow  :—* 

In  1794  I  produced  the  novel  of  Caleb  Williams-  I 
believed  myself  fortunate  in  the  selection  I  had  made 
of  the  ground-plot  of  that  work.  An  atrocious 
crime  committed  by  a  man  previously  of  the  most 
exemplary  habits,  the  annoyance  he  suffers  from  the 
immeasurable  and  ever-wakeful  curiosity  of  a  raw  youtH 
who  is  placed  about  his  person,  the  state  of  doubt  in 
which  the  reader  might  for  a  time  be  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  charges,  and  the  consequences  growing  out  of 
these  causes,  seemed  to  me  to  afford  scope  for  a  nar- 
rative of  no  common  interest.  I  was  not  disappointed* 
Caleb  WiUiams  was  honoured  with  the  public  favour. 

The  consequence  was  that  I  was  solicited  to  try  my 
hand  again  in  a  work  of  ficnon.  I  hesitated  long.  I 
despaired  of  finding  again  a  topic  so  rich  of  interest 
and  passion.  In  those  days  it  was  deemed  a  most 
daring  thought  to  attempt  to  write  a  novel,  with  the 
hope  that  it  might  hereafter  rank  among  the  classics 
of  a  language.    The  most  successful  English  writers 
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in  that  province  of  literature  had  scarcely  gone 
beyond  three.  It  had  not  then  been  conceived  that  the 
same  author  might  produce  twenty  or  thirty,  at  the 
rate  of  two  or  three  per  annum,  and  might  still  at  least 
retain  his  hold  upon  the  partiality  of  his  contemporar 
ries.  To  Sir  Walter  Scott  we  are  indebted  €or  thiit 
discovery. 

At  length,  after  having  passed  some  years  in  a 
state  of  diffidence  and  irresolution,  I  ventured  on  the 
task.  It  struck  me  that  if  I  could  <<  mix  human  fed[<^ 
ings  and  passions  with  incredible  situations,"  I  might 
thus  attain  a  sort  of  novelty  that  would  conciliate  the 
patience,  at  least,  even  of  some  of  the  severest  judges. 
To  this  way  of  thinking  St.  Leon  was  indebted  for  a 
*^  local  habitation,  and  a  name." 

One  of  my  most  valued  friends  [Mr.  Northcote} 
has  often  tol4  me,  that  the  public  may  sometimes  be 
interested  In  the  perusal  of  a  book,  but  that  they  never- 
give  themselves  any  trouble  about  the  au^or.  He 
therefore  kindly  advised  me  on  no  occasicm  to  say  any 
thing  in  print  about  myself.  The  present  race'  of 
readers  seem  scarcely  disposed  to  verify  this  maxim. 
They  are  understood  to  be  desirous  to  learn  something- 
of  the  peculiarities,  the  <<  life,  character,  and  beha<» 
Viour,"  of  an  author,  before  they  consign  him  to  the 
gulph  of  oblivion,  and  are  willing  to  learn  irom  his  own 
testimony  what  train  of  thoughts  induced  him  to  adopt 
the  particular  subject  and  plan  of  the  work,  upon  the 
perusal  of  which  they  are  engaged. 

Juncy  18'31. 
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Tmi'fallMiiiig  pastage  from  a  w6rky  said  to  be  written  by 
the  late  De.  Jolm  Campbell .  and  entitled  Hermippus  Re-^ 
divivus,  suggested  the  first  hint  of  the  present  perform- 

*^  There  happened  in  lihe  year  l687>  an  odd  accident  at 

Veoice^  that  made  a  yery  great  stir  then^  and  which  I 

difaik  deserveti  to  be  rescued  from  oblivion.     The  great 

freedom  and  ease  with  which  all  persons^  who  make  a  good 

appeftrantt^'Iive  in  that  city^  is  known  isufficieutly  to  all 

who  are  ao^nainted  with  it ;  tsaih  Will  not  therefore  be  sur. 

prised^  that  a  stranger^  who  went  by  the  name  of  signor 

Gualdi,  and  who  made  a  considerable  figure  there^  was 

admitted  into  the  best  company^  though  nobody  knew  who 

or  what' he  was.   He  remained  at  Venice  for  some  months; 

and  three  thiiB^  were  remarked  in  his  conduct.     The  first 

Wasy  that  he  had  a  small  collection  of  fine  pictures^  which 

he  readily  shawed  to  any  body  that  desired  it ;  the  next^ 

that  he  was  perfectly  versed  in  all  arts  and  sciences^  and 

Kpoke  on  every  salgect  with  such  readiness  and  sagacity^  as 

asloiuahed  all  who  heard  him ;  and  it  was^  in  the  third  place^ 

ob^erred,  that  he  never  wrote  or  received  any  letter^  never 

desred  any  credit^  or  made  use  of  bilb  of  exchange^  but 

paid  for  every  thing  in  ready  money^  and  lived  decently^ 

though,  not  in  splendour. 

'  "  This  gentlenuin  met  one  day  at  the  cofPee-house  with 
a  Venetian  nobleman^  who  was  an  extraordinary  good  judge 
of  pictures :  he  had  heard  of  signor  Gualdi's  collection^  and 
in  a  very  polite  manner  deared  to  see  them^  to  which  the 
other  very  readily  consented.      After  the  Venetian  had 
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viewed  signor  Gualdi's  collection^  and  expressed  his  satis, 
faction^  by  telling  him  that  he  had  never  seen  a  finer^  con. 
sidering  the  number  of  pieces  of  which  it  condsted ;  he  cast 
his  eye  by  chance  over  the  chamber-door^  where  hung  a 
picture  of  this  stranger.  The  Venetian  looked  upon  it>  and 
then  upon  him.  *  This  picture  was  drawn  for  you^  sir^' 
says  he  to  signor  Gualdi^  to  which  the  other  made  no  an. 
swer,  but  by  a  low  bow.  *  You  look,*  continued  the  Vene- 
tian, ^  like  a  man  of  fifty,  and  yet  I  know  this  picture  to 
be  of  the  hand  of  Titian,  who  has  been  dead  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  how  is  this  possible  ? ' — *  It  is  not  easy,' 
said  signor  Gualdi,  gravely,  '  to  know  all  things  that  are 
possible ;  but  there  is  certainly  no  crime  in  my  being  like 
a  picture  drawn  by  Titvin,'  The  Venetian  easily  perceived^ 
by  his  manner  of  faking,  that  he  had  given  the  stranger 
offence,  and  therefore  took  his  leave. 

"  He  could  not  forbear  speaking  of  this  in  the  evening 
to  some  of  his  friends,  who  resolved  to  satisfy  themselves 
by  looking  upon  the  picture  the  next  day.  In  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  they  went  to  the  coffee* 
house  about  the  time  that  signor  Gualdi  was  wont  to  come 
^ther ;  and  not  meeting  with  him,  one  of  them,  who  had 
often  conversed  with  him,  went  to  his  lodgings  to  enquire 
after  him,  where  he  heard,  that  he  had  set  out  an  hour  be- 
fore  for  Vienna.  This  afiair  made  a  great  noise,  and  found 
a  place  in  all  the  newspapers  of  that  time."  * 

It  is  well  known  that  the  philosopher's  stone,  the  art  of 
transmuting  metals  into  gold,  and  the  dixir  vita,  which 
was  to  restore  youth,  and  make  him  that  possessed  it  im- 
mortal; formed  a  principal  object  of  the  studies  of  the 

*  To  thii  8tovy»  in  the  book  from  which  I  hKve  quoted  it,  if  8ubjoin«d  the  fbU 
lowing  reference :  —  "  Mimoires  Historiquest  1687,  torn.  L  p.  365.**  Being  de- 
•irotu  of  giving  my  ratract  ttom  the  oidtsli  audioiitjr,  I  cauaed  the  Biitiah 
Museum,  and  the  libraries  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  to  be  searched  for  this 
ipuUication,  but  In  rain,  tlie  story  and  the  reference  are,  not  improbaldy, 
both  of  them  the  fictions  of  the  English  writer. 
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enrioos  for  centuries.     Mdny^  8totiet>  be»de  tht»  of  mgaot 
6iuMl>  h«te  beim  toM^  of  per80ti»^#ha  w»e  wippoted' to  be 


in  poMesdoil  of  ^those  wonderf u)  seerdto,  is  leifdb  of  which 
fatmdreds  of  unfortunate  adventorenh  wasted  (heir  fortunes 
and  their  lives^ 

It  has  been  said  of  Shakespear^  that  he 

ExfaatMted  worlds,  and  then  imagined  new^  * : 

but  the  burthen  sustained  by  Shakespear  was  too  heavy  for 
the  shoulders  of  any  other  individual.  I  leave  the  first  part 
of  the  task  above  mentioned  to  be  divided  among  those  ce- 
lelR*ated  novelists,  living  and  dead,  who  have  attempted  to 
de&ieate  the  scenes  of  redflife.  In  this  little  work  I  have 
endeavoured  to  gain  footing  in  one  neglected  track  of  the 
latter  province.  The  hearts  and  the  curiosity  of  readers 
haVe  been  assailed  in  so  many  ways,  that  we,  writers  who 
bring  up  the  rear  of  our  illustrious  predecessors,  must  be 
contented  to  arrive  at  novelty*  in  whatever  mode  we  are  able. 
The  foundation  of  the  following  tale  is  such  as,  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed,  ever  existed.  But,  if  I  have  mixed  hmnan 
ieehngs  and  passions  with  incredible  situations,  and  thus 
rendered  them  impressive  and  interesting,  I  shall  entertain 
some  hope  to  be  pardoned  the  boldness  and  irregularity  of 
my  design. 

Some  readers  of  my  graver  productions  will  perhaps,  in 
perusing  these  little  volimies,  accuse  me  of  inconsistency ; 
the  affections  and  charities  of  private  Hfe  being  every  where 
in  this  publication  a  topic  of  the  warmest  eulogium,  while 
in  the  Enquiry  concerning  Political  Justice  they  seemed 
to  be  treated  with  no  great  degree  of  indulgence  and  favour. 
In  answer  to  this  objection,  all  I  think  it  necessary  to  say 
on  the  present  occasion  is,  that,  for  more  than  four  years, 
I  have  been  anxious  for  opportunity  and  leisure  to  modify 

*  Johnson *s  Occasional  Prologue  on  Garrick's  assuming  the  management  of 
Drury-lane  Theatre. 
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8ome  of  the  earlier  chapters  of  that  work  in  conformity  to 
the  sentiments  inculcated  in  this.  Not  that  I  see  cause  to 
make  any  change  respecting  the  principle  of  justice^  or  any 
thing  else  Tundamental  to  the  system  there  delivered ;  but 
that  I  apprehend  domestic  and  private  affections  inseparaUe 
from  the  nature  of  man^  and  from  what  may  be  styled  the 
culture  of  the  hearty  and  am  fully  persuaded  that  they  are 
not  incompatible  with  a  profound  and  active  sense  of  jus« 
tice  in  the  mind  of  him  that  cherishes  them.  True  wisdom 
wlU  recommend  to  us  individual  attachments ;  for  with 
them  our  minds  are  more  thoroughly  maintained  in  activity 
and  life  than  they  can  be  under  ^e  privation  of  them;  and 
it  is  better  that  man  should  be  a  living  beings  than  a  stock 
or  a  stone.  True  virtue  will  sanction  this  recommendation'; 
since  it  is  the  object  of  virtue  to  produce  happiness^  and 
since  the  man  who  lives  in  the  midst  of  domestic  relations 
will  have  many  opportunities  of  conferring  pleasure^  minute 
in  the  detail^  yet  not  trivial  in  the  amount^  without  inter-* 
fering  with  the  purposes  of  general  benevolence.  Nay,  by 
kindling  his  sensibility,  and  harmonising  his  soul,  they  may 
be  expected,  if  he  is  endowed  with  a  liberal  and  manly 
q[>irit,  to  render  him  more  prompt  in  the  service  of  strangers 
and  the  puUic. 

Nov,  26,  1799. 
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TKfiRE  is  nothing  that  human  imagination  can  figure 
brilliant  and  enviable^  that  human  genius  and  skill  do  not 
aspire  to  realize.  In  th^  ^9riy  ages  of  antiqiiity^  one  of 
the  fayourite  topics  of  speculation  was  a  per&ct  sjrstem  of 
civil  policy ;  and  no  sooner  had  Plato  delineated  his  inuu 
ginary  republic^  than  he  sought  for  a  spot  of  earth  upon 
which  to  execute  his  plan.  ,  In  my  own  times^  and  for 
upwards  of  a  century  before  them^  the  subject  which  has 
chiefly  oecupied  men  of  intrepid  and  perserering  study^ 
has  been  the  great  secret  of  nature,  the  opus  magnum,  in 
its  two  grand  and  inseparable  branches^  the  art  of  multi- 
plying gold,  and  of  defying  the  inroads  of  infirmity  and 
d^rtfa. 

It  is  notorious  that  uncommon  talents  and  unparalleled 
industry  hai^besft  engaged  in  thia  mighty  task.  It  has, 
J  know^  been  disputed  by  the  audacious  adversaries  of 
all  sober  and  reasonable  evidaice,  whether  these  talents 
and  industry  have  in  any  cas^  attained  the  object  they 
sought.  It  is  not  to  my  pmrpose  to  ascertain  the  numb^ 
of  those  whose  victory  over  the  powers  and  inertness  of 
matter  has  been  oompletel  It  is  enough  that  I  am  a  Uving 
instance  of  the  existence  of  such  men.  To  these  two  se- 
crets, if  they  are  to  be  considered  as  two,  I  have  been  for 
years  in  the  habit  of  resorting  for  my  gratification.  I  hyve 
in  my  possession  the  choice  of  being  as  wealthy  as  I  please, 
and  the  gift  of  immortal  life.  Every  thing  that  I  see 
almost,  I  can  without  difficulty  make  my  own ;  for  what 
palaces,  pictures,  parks  or  gardens,  rarities  of  art  or  nature, 
have  not  a  ^oe  at  which  thdr  owner  will  consent  to  yield 
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them?  The  hixuries  of  every  quarter  of  the  world  are 
emptied  at  my  feet.  I  can  command,  to  an  extent  ahnost 
inconceivable,  the  passions  of  men.  What  heart  can  with- 
stand the  assault  of  princely  uiagnifioencef  What  man  is 
inaccessible  to  a  bribe  ?  Add  to  diese  advantages,  that  I  am 
invulnerable  to  disease.  Every  sun  that  rises,  finds  the 
circulations  of  my  frame  in  the  most  perfect  order.  Decre- 
pitude can  never  approach  me.  A  thousand  winters  want 
the  power  to  fmrow  my  countenance  with  wrinkles,  or 
turn  my  hairs  to  silver.  Exhaustless  wealth  and  eternal 
youth  are  the  attributes  by  which  I  am  distinguished  from 
the  rest  of  mankind. 

I  do  not  sit  down  now  to  write  a  treatise  of  natoml  {^^ 
losophy.  The  condition  by  whii^  I  hold  my  privileges  is, 
that  they  must  never  be  imparted.  I  at  down  purely  to 
relate  a  few  of  those  extraordinary  events  that  have  been 
produced,  in  the  period  of  my  life  which  is  already  elapsed, 
by  the  circumstances  and  the  peculiarity  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded. 

It  is  so  obvious,  as  to  make  it  almost  improper  to  specify 
it,  that  the  pursuit  in  whidi  so  many  of  my  contempora- 
ries  are  engaged,  and  the  end  of  which  I  have  so  singularly 
•achieved,  is  in  its  appearance  infinitely  more  grand  and 
interesting  than  that  which  occupied  the  thoughts  of  Plato 
and  the  most  eminent  writers  of  antiquity.  What  is  poli- 
tical liberty  compared  with  unbounded  riches  and  immortal 
vigour  ?  The  immediate  application  of  political  liberty  is, 
to  render  a  man's  patrimony  <»*  the  fruits  of  his  industry 
completely  his  own,  and  to  preserve  diem  from  the  invasion 
of  others.  But  the  petty  detail  of  preservation  or  ^adaal 
acquisition  can  never  enter  into  competition  with  the  great 
aecr^,  which  endows  a  man  in  a  moment  with  every 
-thing  that  the  human  heart  can  wish.  Considered  in  this 
lights  how  mean  and  contemptible  does  the  ambition  M  tibe 
boasted  ancients  appear,  compared  with  ours  ?  What  adept 
or  probationer  of  the  present  day  would  be  content  to 
resign  the  study  of  God  and  ilie  profounder  se<»«ts  of 
tiature,  and  to  bound  his  ardour  to  the  invesligation  of  his 
own  miserable  existence? 

It  may  seem  perhaps  to  many,  that  tibe  history  of  a  pes. 
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mm  pesBMsed  of  advanCog es  so  mpatniUdied  as  mine^  must 
he,  like  4^  kistoi^  of  paradise,  or  of  the  future  happiness 
of  the  blessed^  too  calm  and  motiraless,  too  mudb  of  one 
.inwiabk  textiue  and  «seiiipC  firem  vicisnlnde^  to  excite 
the  attelKticm  or  mterest  the  passions  of  the  reader.  If  he 
n^Ul^have  patienoe^  and  appiy  to  the  perastd  of  my  narra- 
tm^  4le  niiH  in  no  kmg  ^me  pereeive  how  far  his  coigectore 
is  bounded  in  sagacity  and  reason. 

Some;  persons  may  be  ourioiis  to  kaow  what  motiyes  can 
ksfe  induoe4  a  man  of  sudn  enormous  wealthy  and  so  cnrery 
way  qualified  to  irerel  in  deUghtb^  to  take  the  trouble  of 
penning  his  memoirs.  The  immortality  witli  which  I  am 
endowed  seems  to  pat  oat  of  die  <{uesdon  the  common  mo- 
tives that  relate  to  posthnwotts  fame. 

The  curiosity  here  meaotioned,  if  it  really  exists^  I  caiw 
not  consent  to  gratify.  I  wiM  aniictpafte  nothing.  In  tiie 
progress  of  my  story,  my  motive  for  recording  it  will  pro- 
bably^beoome  evident.  >. 

I  am  descended  from  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  honouis- 
ahle  famdlks  of  the  kingdom  of  France.  I  was  the  only 
child  of  my  fathar,  who  died  while  I  was  an  infant.  My 
mother  was  a  woman  of  rather  a  masculine  understanding, 
and  full  of  the  p'^udices  of  nobility  and  magnificence. 
Her  wh^e  soul  was  in  a  manner  cmioentrated  in  tiie  am*, 
bition  to  render  me  the  worthy  successor  of  the  counts  de 
St.  Leon,  who  had  figured  with  distinguished  reputation  in 
the  wars  of  the  Holy  Land.  My  father  had  died  fightii% 
gallantly  in  the  plains  of  Italy  under  the  standard  of  Louis 
the  Twelfth ;  a  prince  whose  name  was  never  repeated  to 
me  unaccompanied  with  the  praises  due  to  his  military 
^fowess,  and  to  the  singular .  humanity  of  disposition  by 
which  he  acquired  the  title  of  The  father  cfhis  people.  My 
mother's  mind  was  inflamed  with  the  greatness  of  my  asu 
cestors,  and  she  indefatigably  sought  to  kindle  in  my  bosom 
a  similar  flame.  It  has  been  a  long..e6tabli^ed  custom  for 
Ihe  barons  and  feudal  vassals  of  the  kings  of  France  to 
enter  with  great  personal  expense  into  the  brilliant  and 
dazzling  expeditions  of  their  ^vereigns ;  and  my  fietthei* 
greatly  impaired  his  fortune  in  preparations  for  that  very 
campaign  in  which  he  terminated  his  life.     M^  TQO\k<£t 
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industriously  applied  herself  to  the  restoratioii  of  my  pa. 
trimony ;  and  the  long  period  of  my  minority  afibrded  her 
scope  for  that  purpose.  ; 

It  was  impossihle  for  any  boy  to  be  treated  wi^  goifn^ 
kindness  and  considerate  indulgence  than  I  was  during  the 
period  of  my  adoiesoenoe.  My  mother  loved  me  to  the 
very  utmost  limits  perhaps  of  human  affection.  I  was 
her  darling  and  her  pride^  her  waking  study^  and  her  nightly 
dream.  Yet  I  was  not  pampered  into  corporeal  imbeciUty^ 
or  suffered  to  rust  in  inactivity  of  mind.  I  was  provided 
with  the  best  masters.  I  was  excited^  and  successfully  ex- 
cited^ zealously  to  apply  myself  to  the  lessons  they  taught. 
I  became  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Italian  writers  of 
the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries.  I  was  initiated  in  tibe 
study  of  the  classics^  to  the  cultivation  of  which  the  rerival 
of  letters  at  this  time  gave  particular  ardour.  I  was  in- 
structed in  the  prindples  of  the  fine  arts.  There  was  no 
species  of  accomplishment  at  that  time  in  vogue>  that  my 
mother  was  not  anxious  I  should  make  my  own.  The  oi^y 
science  I  neglected  was  the  very  science  which  has  since 
given  rise  to  the  most  extraordinary  events  of  my  life.  But 
the  object  to  which  my  attention  was  principally  called^ 
was  the  pursuit  of  military  exercises^  and  the  cultivation  of 
every  thing  that  could  add  to  the  strength,  agility^  or  grace 
of  my  body^  and  to  the  adventurousness  and  enterprise  of 
my  mind.  My  mother  loved  my  honour  and  my  &me 
more  than  she  loved  my  person. 

A  circumstance  that  tended  perhaps  m(we  than  any  other 
to  fix  the  yet  fluctuating  character  of  my  youthful  mind^ 
was  my  being  present  as  a  spectator  at  the  celebrated  meet- 
ing between  Francis  the  First  and  Hemry  Ihe  £ighth,  king 
of  England^  in  a  field  between  Ardres  and  Guines.  My 
mother  refused  to  accompany  me^  being  already  arrived  at 
an  age  in  which  curiosity  and  the  love  of  festive  scenes  are 
usually  diminished,  and  the  expenses  incurred  by  all  the 
nobility  who  attaided  upon  this  some  being  incompatible 
"vrith  the  economy  to  which  she  rigidly  adhered.  I  was 
therefore  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Marquis  de 
Villeroy,  her  brother,  and,  with  two  servants  who  attended 
me,  formed  a  part  of  his  suite. 
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?  I  was  at  tkis  time  fifteen  years  of  age.  My  contempla^ 
tkms  had  been  fkmiliar  with  ideas  of  magnificence  and 
grandeur^  but  my  life  had  been  spent  in  the  most  seqnes* 
tered  ]%tiremaiti  This  contrast  had  a.  particular  effect 
upon  <my'dii^ationj  it  irritated  to  a  yery  high  d^ee  my 
palssion  for  splendour  and  distinction ;  I  lived  in  the  fairy 
fields  of  visionary  greatness^  and  was  more  thai#  indifferent 
to  tiie  major  part^  of  the  obrjects  around  me.  I  pined  for 
erery  filing  the  reverse  of  my  present  condition ;  I  culti- 
mitedllie  ex^cises  in  which  I  was  engaged^  only  as  tiiey 
were  calculated  to  prepare  me  for  future  achievements. 
'  fiy  tiie  incident  I  have  mentioned^  I  was  transported  at 
once  ikom  a  scene  of  modest  obscurity^  to  a  scene  of  the 
i&ost  lavish  splendour  that  the  woiid  perhaps  ever  contem- 
plated. I  never  remembered  to  have  seen  even  Paris  itsiel^. 
The  ^evailing  taste  of  Europe  has  for  some  time  led  very 
much  to  costiiness  in  dress.  This  taste^  in  its  present  pro- 
fiision^  I  believe  took  its  rise  in  the  field  of  tiie  Vale  of 
ArdreS.:  The  two  kings  were  both  in  tiie  vigour  of  tiieir 
youth^  and  were  said  to  be  the  handsomest  men  of  the  age 
id  which  they  lived.  The  beauty  <^  Henry  was  sturdy  and 
muscular ;  tiiat  of  Francis  more  refined  and  el^ant^  witii- 
out  subtracting  in  any  considerable  degree  from  the  firm- 
ness of  has  make.  Henry  was  four  yearjs  older  tiian  his 
brotiier  monairdiw  The  first  of  tiiem  might  have  been  taken 
ma  modd^to  represent  a  youtiiful  Hercules^  and  the  last  an 
Apollo. 

The  splendour  of  dress  tiiat  was  worn  upon  tiiis  occasion 
exceeds  almost  all  credibility.  Every  person  of  distinction 
might  be  sud  in  a  manner  to  carry  an  estate  upon  his 
.^oulders;  nor  was  tiie  variety  of  garments  inferior  to  the 
richness.  Wohey^t,  man  whose  magnificence  of  disposition 
wto  only  surpassed  by  the  pride  of  his  soul^  was  for  tiie 
most  part  the  director  of  the  whole.  He  possessed  the  most 
absolute  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  his  mast^,  at  the 
iuune:  time  that  Francis  artfully  indulged  his  caprice^  that 
be  itoight  daiBi  from  him  in  rettim  a  similar  indulgence  in 
^eij^tier  matters^ 

>    The  pomp  of  processions^  and  the  ceremony  of  opening 
tiiis  memorable  festival^  went  first;  ^  sort  o^  eoYecDXL  «xv\ 
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half-moving  pi^eant^  which  the  eye  took  ih  at  leisure^  and 
took  in  till  it  was  filled.  This  was  sutjceeded  by  every 
thing  that  was  rapid^  animated^  and  interesting :  masqnes 
and  exhiHtions  of  aU  kinds ;  and^  which  was  still  morc^  ta 
me,  and  which  my  soul  devoured  with  indescribable  ardour, 
justings,  tilts,  and  tournaments  without  end.  The  beauty 
of  the  armour,  the  caparisons  of  the  steeds,  the  mettle  of 
the  animals  themselves,  and  the  ardour  said  grace  of  the 
combatants,  surpassed  every  thing  that  my  fancy  had  evfer 
painted.  These  scenes  were  acted  in  the  midst  of  a  vast 
amphitheatre  of  spectators,  where  all  that  was  noble  and 
eminent  of  either  country  was  assembled — the  manliness  of 
Aspiring  youth,  and  the  boundless  varieties  of  female  at- 
traction. AU  were  in  their  gayest  attire ;  every  eye  was 
fighted  up  with  complacency  and  joy.  If  HeraclitUs,  or 
any  other  morose  philosopher  who  has  expatiated  on  the 
universal  misery  of  mankind,  had  entered  the  field  of  Ar- 
dres,  he  must  have  retracted  his  assertions,  or  fled  from  the 
acene  with  confusion.  The  kings  were  placed  at  eithiy^  end 
of  the  lists,  surrounded  with  their  courtiers.  Every  eye 
through  this  vast  assembly  was  fixed  upon  the  combatants ; 
the  body  of  every  one  present  was  inclined  this  way  or  that, 
in  unconscious  sjrmpathy  with  the  redoubted  knights.  Froni 
time  to  time,  as  the  favourites  of  either  party  pr«i?wuled,  the 
air  was  rent  with  shouts  and  acclamations. 

What  added  to  the  fascination  of  aU  that  I  have  yet 
mentioned,  was  that  now,  for  the  first  time  in  an  equa^ 
degree  perhaps  for  centuries,  the  stiffhess  of  unwieldy  form 
was  laid  aside,  and  the  heart  of  man  expanded  itself  with* 
generosity  and  confidence.  It  burst  the  fetters  of  ages  ; 
and,  having  burst  them,  it  seemed  to  revel  in  its  new-found 
liberty.  It  is  well  known  that,  after  a  few  days  of  idfe 
precaution  and  specious  imprisonment  on  both  sides,  Fran- 
cis one  morning  mounted  his  horse,  and  appeared,  without 
guards  or  any  previous  notice,  before  the.  tent  of  Henry. 
The  example  was  contagious,  and  from  this  time  all  cere- 
mony was  laid  aside.  The  kings  themselves  entered  peri- 
sonally  into  the  combats  of  their  subjects.  It  was  a 
delightfrd  and  a  ravishing  spectacle,  to  witness  the  freedom 
of  the  old  Roman  manners,  almost  of  the  old  Roman  Satur* 
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nalift^  poliBhed  and  refined  with  all  duM;  was  graceful  and 
humane  in  the  age  of  chivalry. 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  what  an  effect  a  scene  like 
this  was  calculated  to  produce  upon  a  youth  of  my  age  and 
my  education^    I  recollected  with  anguish  that  the  imma. 
turity  of  my  years  precluded  me  from  taking  any  active 
part  in  the  q»eetacle.     My  appearance  however  was  suf- 
fictently  advautageous.^     I  was  presented   to  Francis  the 
First.     He  did  me  the  honour  to  question  me  respecting 
my  studies ;  and^  finding  in  me  some  knowledge  of  those 
arts  and  that  literature^  of  which  he  was  himself  so  zealous 
a  favourier^  he  expressed  to  my  imcle  a  great  satisfaction 
with  my  figure  and  acquisitions.     I  might  from  1^  time 
have  been  taken  to  courts  and  made  one  of  the  pages  to 
this  iUuBtrious  monarch.     But  the  plan  of  my  mother  wa& 
differentb     She  did  not  wish  for  the  present  that  my  «ye 
d)ould  be  satiated  with  public  scenes^  or  that  the  public 
should  grow  too  familiarly  acquainted  with  my  person.  She 
ri^tly  judged  that  my  passion  for  the  theatre  of  glory 
would  grosr  more  impetuous^  by  being  withheld  for  some 
time  from  the  gratifications  for  which  it  pmited.  She  wished 
that  I  diould  pisesent  myself  for  the  first  time   among 
the  nobility  of  Francd  an  accomplished  cavalter^  and  not 
suffer  the  disadvantage  of  having  exposed  in  the  eye  o£  the 
world  l&ose  false  steps  and  frailties^  from  which  the  inex- 
perience of  youth  is  never  entirely  free.   These  motives  be« 
ing  expiained  to  the  king^  he  was  graciously  pleased  to 
sanction  them  with  his  approbation.  I  acc(»rdin^y  returned 
to  finish  the  course  of  my  education  at  my  paternal  chateau 
i^n  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 

The  state  of  my  mind  during  the  three  succeeding  years 
an^ly  justified  the  sagacity  of  my  mother.  I  was  more 
eager  for  improvem^pt  than  I  had  ever  yet  been.  I 
bad  before  formed  some  coneeptions  of  the  career  of  honour 
from  the  book%  I  had  read,  and  from  the  conversation  of 
this  excellent  matron.  But  my  reveries  were  impotent  and 
Uttle,  compared  with  what  I  had  now  seen.  Like  the  au. 
thor  of  our  holy  religion^  I  had  spent  my  forty  days  with« 
out  food  in  the  wilderness,  when  suddenly  my  eyes  were 
opened^  'and  I  waa  presented  with  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
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lirorld^  and  all  the  glory  of  them.  The  fairy  scene  con^: 
tinned  for  a  moment,  and  then  vanished;  leaving  nothing 
behind  it  on  all  sidai^  but  the  same  barrenness  and  gkom 
by  which  it  had  been  preceded.  I  never  shut  my  eyes 
without  viewing  in  imagination  the  combats  of  knight»  and 
the  train  of  ladies.  I  had  been  regarded  with  distinction 
by  my  sovereign ;  and  Francis  the  First  stood  before  my 
mind  the  abstract  and  model  of  perfection  and  greatness. 
I  congratulated  myself  upon  being  bom  in  an  age  and 
country  so  favourable  to  the  acquisition  of  all  that  ray  soul- 
desired* 

I  was  already  eighteen  years  of- age,  when  I  experienced 
the  first  misfortune  that  ever  befel  me.  It  was  the  death 
of  my  mother.  She  felt  the  approach  of  her  dissolutioii 
several  weeks  before  it  arrived,  and  held  repeated  converse 
ations  with  me,  respecting  the  feelings  I  ought  to  entertain^ 
and  the  conduct  it  would  become  me  to  pursue,  when  she 
should  be  no  more. 

^'  My  son,*'  said  she,  ^^  your  character,  and  the  promise^ 
of  your  early  years,  have  constituted  my  only  consolation 
since  the  death  of  your  excellent  father.  Our  marriage 
was  the  result  of  a  most  sincere  and  exclusive  attachment ; 
and  never  did  man  more  deserve  to  be  loved  t^an  Reginald 
de  St  Leon*  When  he  died,  the  whole  worid  would  have 
been  nodiii^  to  me  but  one  vast  blank,  if  he  had  not  left 
behind  him  the  representative  of  his  person^  and  die  Heir 
to  his  virtues.  While  I  was  busied  in  your  education,  I 
seemed  to  be  discharging  the  last  duty  to  the  memorj  of 
my  husband.  The  occupation  was  sacred  to  the  honour  of 
the  dead,  even  before  it  became  so  peculiarly  pleasing  to 
me  upon  its  own  account^  as  I  afterwards  found  it.  I  hope 
I  have  in  some  measure  discharged  the  task,  in  the  manncar 
in  whidi  my  lord  your  father  would  have  wished  it  to  have 
been  disdiarged,  if  he  had  lived.  I  am  thankful  to  Heaven^ 
ithat  I  have  been  spared  so  long  for  so  dear  and  honourable 
a  pnrpose. 

^^  You  must  now,  my  son,  stand  by  yourself,  and  be  tiie 
arbitrator  of  your  own  actions.  I  could  have  wished  that 
this  necessity  might  have  been  a  little  further  deferred ; 
i)ut  I  trust  your  education  has  not  been  of  that  soi't  whicji 
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is  ealeolated  to  render  a  young  man  helpless  and  contempt- 
ible. Yott  have  been  tan^t  to  know  yomr  rank  in  society^ 
and  io^reapecfc  yourself.  You  hove  heexi  instructed  in  every 
thing  tliat  m^t  most  efiectuaUy  forward  you  in  the  career 
of  i^ry.  There  is  not  a  young  cavalier  amopg  aH  the  no- 
bility of  France  more  accom^hsiied^  or  that  p'omises  to  do 
gieirter  honour  to  his  name  and  his  country.  I  shall  not 
Uvie  ta  witness  the  perfcnmance  of  this  promise^  but  the 
antiffipalaop  even  now^  pours  a  long  stream  of  sunshine  on 
my  departing  hour. 

^'  Farewell^  my  son  !  You  no  longer  stand  in  need  of 
my  maternal  care.  When  I  am  gone^  you  will  be  corn- 
peiled  mcKre  vividly  to  feel  that  singleness  and  self^epend- 
ence  which  are  the  source  of  all  virtue.  Be  careful  of  your- 
selfi  Be  careful  that  your  career  may  be  both  spotless  and 
illuaftrioas.  Hold  your  life  as  a  thing  of  no  account^  when 
it  enteva  into  eompetition  with  yomr  fame.  A  true  knight 
thinks  no  sacrifice  and  suffering  hard^  that  honour  demands. 
Be  humane,  gentle,  generous,  and  intrepid.  Be  prompt 
to  follow  wherever  your  duty  calls  you.  Remember  your 
anoestcKts,  knights  of  the  Holy  Cross.  Remember  your 
father.  Follow  your  king,  who  is  the  mirror  of  valour : 
&nd  be  ever  ready  for  the  service  of  the  distressed.  May 
Providenee  be  your  guardian.  May  Heaven  shower  down 
a  thousand  blessings,  upon  your  ionocence,  and  the  gal- 
lantry of  your  soul  J*' 

The  death  of  my  mother  was  a  severe  Mow  to  my  heart. 
For  some  time  all  the  visions  of  greatness  and  renown  which 
had  hitherto  been  my  chosen  delight  appeared  distasteful 
to  me.  I  hung  over  her  insensible  corpse.  When  it  had 
been  committed  to  the  earth,  I  repaired  every  day  to  the 
spot  where  it  was  deposited,  at  the  hour  of  dusk,  when  all 
visibie  objects  faded  from  the  eye,  when  nature  assumed 
her  sadd^  tints,  and  the  whole  world  seemed  about  to  be 
Wrapped  in  the  darkness  of  the  tomb.  The  dew  of  night 
drizzled  unheeded  on  my  head ;  and  I  did  not  turn  again 
towarda  ihe  turrets  of  the  chateau,  till  the  hour  of  midnight 
had  already  sounded  through  the  stillness  of  the  scene. 

Time  is  the  healer  of  almost  every  grief,  particularly  in 
the  sprightly  season  of  early  youth.     In  no  long  period 
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I  changed  the  oppression  of  inactiTe  sorrow^  for  the  sflfec 
tionate  and  pious  recollection  of  my  mother's  last  instrnc 
tions»  I  had  be»i  too  deqily  imbued,  with  sentinents  of 
f^oxj,  for  it  to  he  possible^  when  the  first  exeesa  of  grief 
was  oyer,  that  I  should  remain  in  indolence^  The  tendec 
rememlNrance  of  my  mother  itself,  in  no  long  time^  fur^ 
nished  a  new  stimidus  to  my  ambition.  I  forgot  the  me. 
lancholy  spectacle  of  the  last  struggles  of  her  expiring  li£e; 
I  even  became  accustomed  no  longer  to  hear  her  ymce^  no 
longer  to  expect  her  presence^  when  I  returned  to  the  diateaii. 
from  a  short  excursion.  Her  last  advice  waa  now  all  that^ 
siurvived  of  the  author  of  my  exiatence. 


CHAPTER  II. 


I  WAS  in  this  state  of  mind,  when  early  one  morning  in  the 
beginning  of  summer^  soon  after  I  rose^  I  was  startled  by 
the  sound  of  trumpets  in  the  plain  near  the  chateau.  The 
bugle  at  the  gate  was  presently  sounded ;  the  drawbridge 
was  let  down ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Villeroy  entered  the 
court-yard^  accompanied  by  about  thirty  knights  in  com- 
plete armour.  I  saluted  him  with  respect^  and  the  ten. 
demess  excited  by  recent  grief.  He  took  me  by  the  hands, 
after  a  short  repast  in  the  hall,  and  led  me  to  my  closet. 

"  My  son,"  said  he,  '^  it  is  time  to  throw  off  the  effe- 
minacy of  sorrow,  and  to  prove  yourself  a  true  soldier,  qf 
the  standard  of  France." 

"  I  trust,  my  lord,"  replied  I,  with  modest  earnestness^ 
"  that  you  well  know,  there  is  nothing  after  which  my  heart 
so  ardently  aspires.  There  is  nothing  that  I  know  worth 
living  for  but  honour.  Show  me  the  path  that  leads  to  it,, 
or  rather  show  me  the  occasion  that  affords  scope  for  the 
love  of  h(»iour  to  display  itself,  and  you  shall  then  see 
whether  I  am  backward  to  embrace  it.  I  have  a  passion^ 
pent  up  within  me,  that  feeds  upon  my  vitals  :  it  disdains^ 
speech  ;  it  bums  for  something  more  unambiguous  and  sub- 
stantial." 
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"  It  is  well,'*  r^olned  my  uncle.  ''  I  expected  to  fiiwl 
yoti  thns.  Your  reply  to  my  admonition  is  worthy  of  the 
blood  of  your  ancestors,  and  of  the  maternal  instnidionsr 
of  my  lister.  And,  were  you  as  dull  as  the  very  stones* 
yott  tread  on,  what  I  hare  to  teD  you  might  even  then  rouse' 
yoiT  into  animation  and  ardour.** 

After  ihis  ^ort  preface  my  uncle  proceeded  to  retate  a 
tale,  every  word  of  which  inflamed  my  spirits,  and  raised 
all  my  passions  in  arms.  I  had  heard  something  imper^ 
ffectly  of  the  state  of  my  country  ;  hut  my  mother  carefttlly 
kept  me  in  ignorance,  that  my  amhition  ihi^t  not  he  ex- 
cited too  soon,  and  that,  when  excited,  it  might  he  with  the 
fullest  effect.  While  I  impatiently  kmged  for  an  occasion 
of  glory,  I  was  far  from  apprehending,  what  I  now  found 
to  be  true,  that  the  occasion  which  at  this  period  presented 
itself,  was  such,  that  all  the  licence  of  fictioh  could  scarcely 
have  improved  it. 

The  Marquis  de  Villeroy  descrihed  to  me  the  league  now 
subsisting  against  France.     He  revived  in  my  memory,  by 
terms  of  the  most  fervent  loyalty,  the  accomplishments  and 
talents  of  my  royal  master.    He  spoke  with  aversion  of  the 
phlegmatic  and  crafty  disposition  of  his  imperial  rival  •  ; 
and,  with  the  language  of  glowing  indignation,  inveighed 
against  the  fickleness  of  the  capricious  Henry.t     He  de- 
scribed the  train  of  disasters,  which  had  at  length  induced 
the  king  to  take  the  field  in  person.     He  contrasted,  with 
great  effect,  the  story  of  the  gallant  Chevalier  Bayard,  the 
knight  without  fear  and  without  reproach,  whose  hlood  was 
still  fresh  in  the  plains  of  die  Milanese,  with  that  of  the 
Constable  of  Bourhon,  the  stain  of  chivalry,  whom  inglorious 
resentment  and  ungovemed  amhition  had  urged  to  join  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  in  neglect  of  his  loyalty  and  his 
oath.     He  stimulated  me  hy  the  example  of  the  one,  and 
the  infamy  of  the  other ;  and  assured  me  that  there  never 
was  an  opportunity  more  favourable  for  acquiring  immortal 
renown. 

I  wanted  no  prompter  in  a  passion  of  this  sort ;  and  im« 
mediately  set  ahout  collecting  the  whole  force  of  my  clients 
and  retainers.     I  shook  off  the  inglorious  softness  of  my 

•  CharieaV.  +  Henry  Vllt 


12  TRAVELS   OF    ST.  LEOK. 

melancholy^  and  was  all  activity  and  animation.  The  les-* 
sons  of  my  youth  were  now  called  into  play.  I  Ju(]^ed  H 
iiecessary  to  invite  the  assistance  of  some  person  of  ^expe- 
rienoe  to_  assist  me  in  marshalling  my  men ;  hut  I  did  much 
of  what^  was  to  he  done  myself,  and  I  did  it  well.  It  was 
my  first  employment  in  the  morning :  and  the  last  that  wafi 
witnessed  hy  the  setting  sun.  My  excellent  mother  had 
left  my  revenues  in  the  hest  order,  and  I  spared  no  expense 
i^  the  gratification  of  my  favourite  passion. 
.  However  eager  I  felt  myself  to  take  the  field,  the  desir^ 
to  appear  in  a  manner  worthy  of  a  Count  de  St.  Leon  re., 
strained  mfe ;  and  I  did  not  join  the  royal  army  till  the 
Imperialists,  having  hroken  up  the  siege  of  Marseilles,  and 
retreated  with  precipitation  into  Italy,  the  king  had  already 
crossed  the  Alps,  entered  the  Milanese,  and  gained  uncon- 
tested possession  of  the  capital. 

From  Milan  Francis  proceeded  to  Pavia.  Glory  was  the 
idol  of  his  heart ;  and  he  was  the  more  powerfidly  exdted 
to  the  attack  of  that  place,  hecause  it  was  the  strongest  and 
hest  fortified  post  in  the  whole  duchy.  The  more  he  dis- 
played of  military  prowess,  the  more  firmly  he  helieved  he 
should  fix  himself  in  his  newly  acquired  dominions ;  the 
inhabitants  would  submit  to  him  the  more  willingly,  and 
the  enemy  he  less  encouraged  to  enter  into  a  fresfc  conten- 
tion for  what  he  had  acquired.  Such  at  least  were  the 
motives  that  he  assigned  for  his  proceedings:  in  reality 
perhaps  he  was  principally  induced  hy  the  brilliancy  whidi 
he  conceived  would  attend  on  the  undertaking. 

It  was  a  few  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the  siege,  that 
I  presented  myself  to  my  royal  master.  He  received  race 
with  those  winning  and  impressive  manners  by  whidh  he 
was  so  eminently  distinguished.  He  recollected  immedi- 
ately all  that  had  passed  at  our  interview  in  the  Vale  of 
Ardres,  and  warmly  expressed  the  obligations  whidi  Frantte 
had  at  various  times  owed  to  my  ancestors.  He  spoke  with 
earnest  respect  of  the  virtues  and  wisdom  of  my  m^her^ 
^d  commended  the  resolution  by  which  she  had  in  former 
instances  held  me.  back  from  the  public  theatre.  ^^  Yoiing 
gentieman,"  said  the  king,  '^  I  doubt  not  the  gaManky  of 
your  spirit ;  I  see  the  impatience  of  a  martial  temper  writ- 
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ten  in  your  face :  I  expect  you  to  act  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  yoiu:  ilkistrious  race,  and  of  the  instruetions  of  a  woman 
who  deserved  to  be  herself  a  pattern  to  all  the  matrons  of 
France.  Fear  not  that  I  shall  sufier  your  accomplishments 
to  rust  in  obscurity.  I  shall  employ  you.  I  shall  assign 
you  the  post  of  danger  and  of  renown.  Fill  it  nobly;  and 
from,  that  hour  I  shall  rank  you  in  the  catalogue  of  my 
chosen  friends." 

The  si^e  of  Pavia  proved  indeed  to  be  a  transaction^  in 
the  course  of  whidi  military  honour  might  well  be  acquired. 
It.  was  defended  by  a  small^  but  veteran  garrison^  and  by 
one  of  the  ablest  captains  that  Europe  at  that  time  pos- 
sessed.* He  interrupted  the  approaches  of  the  besi^ers 
by  frequent  and  furious  sallies.  In  vain^  by  the  aid  of  our 
excellent  artillery^  did  we  make  wide  and  repeated  breaches 
in  the  fortifications.  No  sooner  did  we  attanpt  to  enter  by 
the  passage  we  had  opened,  than  we  found  ourselves  en- 
countered by  a  body  composed  of  the  choicest  and  bravest 
soldiers  of  ihe  garrison.  The  governor  of  the  city^  who, 
though  grey-headed  and  advanced  in  years,  was  profuse  of 
every  youthful  exertion,  was  ordinarily  at  the  head  of  this 
body.  If  Wje  deferred  our  attack,  or,  not  having  succeeded 
in  it^  proposed  to  commence  it  anew  with  the  dawn  of  the 
following  day,  we  were  sure  to  find  a  new  wall  sprung  up 
in  the  room  of  the  other,  as  if  by  enchantment.  Fre- 
<}uently  the  governor  anticipated  the  success  of  our  batteries ; 
and  tl^  old  fortification  was  no  sooner  demolished,  than  we 
beheld,  to  our  astonishment  and  m<Hrtification,  a  new  wall, 
which  his  prudence  and  skill  had  erected  at  a  small  interval 
within  the  line  of  the  former. 

One  of  these  attacks  took  place  on  the  second  day  after 
my  ftrrival  at  the  camp  of  our  sovereign.  Every  thing  that 
I  saw  was  new  to  me,  and  inflamed  me  with  ardour.  The 
noise  of  the  cannon,  which  had  preceded  the  attack,  and 
which  was  now  hushed ;  the  inspiring  sounds  of  martial 
music  which  succeeded  that  noise ;  the  stimdards  floating 
in  the  air ;  the  firm  and  equal  tread  of  the  battalion  that 
advanced ;  the  annour  of  the  knights ;  the  rugged,  resolute, 
and  intvepid  countenances  of  the  infantry ; — all  swelled  my 

•  Antonio  dfiLeyra. 
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aoul  with  transport  hitherto  imaEpcriencod.  I  had  hehe| 
the  smoke  of  the  artiileiy^  in  the  Boidst  of  which  eve] 
thing  was  lotBt  and  confounded;  I  had  waited  in  aw£ 
sui^^ense  till  the  ohscurity  should  be  dissipated ;  I  saw  wi^ 
pleasure  and  surprise  the  ruin  of  the  wall^  and  thewid^ie 
of  the  breach.  All  that  had  been  recorded  of  the  militai 
feats  of  Christian  valour  seemed  then  to  sta^d  crowded  j 
my  busy  bndn ;  the  generosity^  the  condescension^  the  kinc 
ness,  with  whidi  the  king  had  addressed  me  the  day  befor 
urged  me  to  treble  exertion.  I  was  in  the  foremost  ranj 
We  surmounted  the  ditch.  We  were  resisted  by  a  chos< 
body  <of  Spaniards.  The  contention  was  obstinate ;  brai 
men,  generous  and  enterprising  spirits,  fell  on  the  one  6i< 
and  the  other.  I  seized  the  doth  of\a  standard^  as^  in  tl 
playing  of  the  wind,  it  was  brought  near  to  my  hand.  B< 
tween  me  and  the  Spaniard  that  held  it  there  ensued  an  ol 
stinate  struggle.  I  watched  my  opportunity,  and  with  it 
sword  severed  the  flag  from  its  sta£  At  this^moment  tl 
trumpets  of  the  king  sounded  a  retreat.  1  had  receive 
two  severe  wounds,  one  in  the  shoulder  and  the  other  j 
the  thigh,  in  the  contest.  I  felt  myself  faint  with  the  lo 
jo£  blood.  A  French  officer,  of  a  rude  appearance  and  g 
gantic  stature,  accosting  me  with  the  appellation  of  bo] 
<»mmanded  me  to  surrender  the  standard  to  him.  I  r( 
fused;  and, .to  convince  him  I  was  in  earnest,  proceede 
to  wrap  it  round  my  body,  and  fastened  it  under  my  am 
Soon  after  I  became  insensible,  and  in  this  situation  wi 
accidentally  found  by  my  uncle  and  his  companions,  wh 
immediately  took  me  and  my  prize  under  their  care.  ^ 
soon  as  I  was  a  little  recovered  of  my  wounds,  the  kiq 
seized  an  opportunity,  after  having  bestowed  loud  com 
mendations  upon  my  gallantry,  of  conferring  the  honoui 
jo£  knighthood  upon  me  in  the  face  of  the  whole  army. 

While  our  .tents  were  pitched  under  the  walls  of  Pavii 
I  was  continually  extending  the  circle  of  my  acquaintan< 
among  the  young  gentry  of  France,  who,  like  myself,  ha 
attended  -their  sovereign  in  this  memorable  expedition, 
had  some  enemies,  made  such  by  the  distinctions  I  ol 
tained  during  the  siege.  But  they  were  few ;  th^  great< 
part  courted  me  the  more,  the  more  (  showed  myself  wortli 
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ef  tbeir  attadiment.  Envy  k  not  a  p«ssion  that  findiseasy 
Toet  in  a  ^Vendu&an's  kMom.  I  was  one  of  the  yotmgest 
of  those  w]l»  attended  on  the  aiegse ;  but  my  btodiers  in 
anas  i^ere  generous  rivak^  who  in  the  fieM  dlistiiiately 
strove  with  me  for  superior  glory^  but  oreat  the  oonvivial 
beard  forgot  their  mntnal  oompetttkms^  and  opened  thdr 
hearts  to  benevolence  and  friendship.  '^  Let  us  not/'  was 
«  seHtinte&t  I  beard  often  repeated^  ***  forget  the  object  that 
led  «s  frata  oar  pleasant  homes  to  pour  from  the  heigfafb 
■of  tile  Alps  xq>on  the  fidds  of  Italy.  It  is  to  humble  the 
imperioQs  Spaniard — to  punish  the  disloyal  Bourbon — to 
vindicate  tiie  honour  of  our  beloved  and  illustrious  monsrdi. 
Those  waBs  cover  the  enemy ;  yonder  moxmtains  serve  to 
hide  tJiem  from  our  assaok;  let  no  Frenchman  mistake 
Mm  who  mitrdies  under  the  same  standard  for  an  adver- 
swy." 

The  trenches  had  not  been  opened  before  Pavia  till  about 
the  b^inhing  of  November.  The  winter  overtook  usy  and 
the  si^e  was  yet  in  progress ;  with  some  apparent  advan. 
tB^  indeed  to  our  side  of  the  question,  but  by  no  means 
{Rtmiising  an  instant  conclusion.  The  reason  set  in  with 
'  mnuRial  severity ;  and  both  officer  and  soldier  were  glad, 
as  much  as  possible,  to  fence  out  its  vigour  by  the  indul. 
geiices  of  the  genial  board.  My  finances,  as  I  have  said, 
were  at  liie  commencement  of  the  expedition  in  excellent 
order :  I  had  brought  with  me  a  considerable  sum ;  and  it 
•  was  not  spared  upon  the  present  occasion. 

There  were  however  other  things  to  be  attended  to,  be- 
dside tlie  demands  of  conviviality.  The  king  became  im- 
patient  of  the  delays  of  the  si^e.  The  garrison  and  the 
inhabitants  were  reduced  to  greSt  extremities ;  but  die  go- 
vernor discovered  no  symptoms  of  a  purpose  to  surrender. 
In  the  mean  time  intdligence  was  brought,  that  Bourbon 
was  making  the  most  extraordinary  exertions  in  Grermany, 
and  promised  to  lead  to  the  enemy  a  reinforcement  of 
twelve  thousand  men  from  that  country ;  while  ^e  imperial 
generals,  by  mdrtgi^ng  their  revenues,  and  pawning  their 
jewels,  and  still  more  by  their  eloquence  and  influence  witii 
those  under  their  command,  were  able  to  ke^  together  the 
.remains  of  a  didieartened  and  defeated  army  in  expectation 
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•of  his  arriTal.  There  was  some  dinger  therefore^  iF*  €bi 
siege  weve  not  speedily  terminsted^  liiat  the  kmg  icaglii 
nltinuitely  he  oMiged  to  raise  it  widi  ignominy,  or  to-Ag^^ 
the  enemy  under  every  disadrantage.  Ftvaxin^ittymeirei 
was  not  to  he  detofted  from  his  midertafcing*  Wt  M#l^e  s 
selemn  oath^  that  Psfvia  should  ha  his^  or  he  wOaM  pes-id 
•in  the  attempt. 

Thus  circomstaneed,  he  ooneeiYed  a  very  'exttaordiii«ry 
project.     Pavia  is  deflnided  on  one  side  hy  the  TeAno,  the 
scene  of  the  first  of  tiie  fomr  ftmous  hattks  hy  wfaiiefa  Han. 
nibal  signalised  his  invasion  of  Italy.     The  Mng  believed 
that  if  diis  river  could  hy  the  lahoar  of  hisarkny  he  diverted 
from  its  course^  the  town  must  instantly  fidl  into  Ms  hands. 
He  was  encouraged  to  tibe  undertaldttg^  hy  reooOectlnj^  a 
stratagem  of  a  similar  nature  hy  wldch  Cyras  fomieriy 
made  himself  master  of  ihe  city  of  Bahylon.     It'wns  a 
thought  highly  flattering  to  tibe  grandeur  of  his  sool^    to 
imagine  that  posterity  would  in  this  instance  institute  a 
parallel  hetween  him  and  Cyrus  the  Great. 

The  plan  for  diverting  the  course  of  the  Tesh&o  pro- 
duced a  new  and  extraordinary  scene.  It  was^  as  may  wdi 
be  believed^  a  work  of  uncommon  labour.  A  new  ehaund 
was  to  he  seoc^sed  out  and  deepened ;  and^  while  the  stream 
was  turned  into  this  channel^  piles  were  to  be  sunk^  and  an 
immense  mound  of  earth  created,  as  an  efibctnal  impedi- 
ment to  the  waters  resuming  their  former  course.  • '  This 
was  a  heavy  burthen  to  the  soldier,  in  addition  to  the  dis-* 
advantage  of  being  encamped  dming  the  course  of  a  winter 
remarkably  severe  for  the  climate  in  which  we  feugbt.  By 
any  other  army  the  task  would  have  been  performed  *wiiix 
cloudiness  and  discontent,  if  not  complaiired  of  witii  re- 
pining and  murmurs.  But  here  the  gaiety  of  the  French 
diaracter  disphiyed  itsdf.  The  nobility  of  Franoe^  who 
sittended  Iheir  sovereign  in  great  numbers,  accompanied  the 
hifontry  in  thdr  labour.  We  laid  aside  the  indulgence  of 
the  marquee,  of  tapestry  and  carpets ;  we  threw  off*  our 
upper  garments ;  and  eadi  seised  a  spade,  a  harrow  of  eartfai 
or  a  mattock.  We  put  our  hands  to  the  engines,  imd  re- 
fused no  effi>rt  under  pretence  that  it  was  sordid  or  severe. 
While  die  trees  were  leafless^  and  nature  appeared  bound 
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up  Uk  hc8t,  sweat  im  down  our  ISm^  and  bedewed  out 
Ikubs.  The  nn^y  were  eowmrageji  l^y  our  example.  Aa 
anplpyookent  whifih,  under  other  ciraunatancei^  would  haTf 
betesk  xeg^rded  as  zjpi^  was  thus  made  ji  souroe  of  new 
hil^ri^  and  aii»i«aiisei)t»  It  waft  &  maiworahle  si^  to  be* 
jbusld  the  v#neiy|ble  apd  grey4|Leaded  leaders  of  the  Frei;u^ 
airnay  endeavouring  tp  exert  the  strength  a9d  activity  of 
ih^  eajdy  yeais.  To  mi^  who  had  hi^  lately  arrived  at 
ih^  ata^Vt  of  m^^nhood^  a^^d  who  was  aceustomed  to  all  the 
^xfigmm  Vihi(j[i.give  ^e^glli  and  vigour  to  the  fra^ne^  this 
jo^w  eipplpyBEieiit  was  ifi  no  degree  burdensome.  I  felt  in 
it  tlie  satu^aetio^  that  a  swift  man  experiences  when  he 
€iit|^»  the .h^  of  the  rao^i  I  ccmgratulated  myself  upon 
the  nature  of.  my  edui^tion ;  if  it  be  a  sin  to  covet  honour^ 
that  g^t  was  mine ;  and^  so  great  was  my  appetite  for  it^ 
ibaX  I  was  inexpiesidhly  rejoiced  to  observe  the  various 
ways  ifk  wlnoU  it  mi^t  be  gratified* 

StrapgiS  as  i^  may  seem>  this  seene  of  a  winter-camp^  in  the 
midst  <xf  blood  and  sweaty  suxreunded  with  dangeis^  and  called 
on  for.  ujciparalleled  exerti(m8)  appears  to  me^  through  the  vista 
^  years  Uiat  is  now  interposed  between^  to  have  been  one  of 
the  hapiuest  of  my  life.  The  gay  labours  and  surprises  of 
the  day  were  succeeded  by  a  convivial  evenings  in  which 
we  djid  not  tihe  less  open  our  hearts^  though  frequently 
liaUe  to  be  interrupted  in  our  midnight  revels  by  the  in. 
exhaustible  activity  and  stratagems  of  the  enemy.  In  this 
various  and  ever-^shifting  scene,  I  forgot  the  disasters  that 
occurred^  and  the  blood  that  flowed  around  me.  All  sense 
of  a  large  and  impartial  morality  was^  for  the  time  at  least, 
dead^ed  in  my  breast.  I  was  ever  upon  the  alert.  The 
dijrersity  of  events  neither  suffered  my  ^iiits  to  flag,  nor 
refleotioa  to  awake.  It  is  only  upon  such  occasions^  or 
oeGasi<ms  like  these,  that  a  man  is  able  fully  to  feel  what  life 
is,  aud  to  revdrln  its  ^cuberance.  Above  all,  I  was  delighted 
with  the  society  aad  friendship  of  my  brother-4>£^cers» 
They  hoBonred  me ;  they  loved  me.  I'Seoned  to  feel  what 
ajmpathy- was  ;  and  to  have  conscious  pleasure  in  maldng 
one  in  a  raee  of  beings  Uke  mysc^.  Such  were  my  sens? 
atioBs* 
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It  must  not^  faoweyer^  be  inn^ned^  that  all  about  me 
felt  in  these  respects  as  I  did.«  I  was  deeply  indebted  in 
this  particular  to  my  youth  and  my  fortune.  The  old  en- 
deavoured to  brace  themselves  in  vain;  they  sunk  undff 
the  continual  pressure.  The  poor  soldier  from  the  raidv 
laboured  incessantly^  and  I  laboured  as  much  as  he ;  M 
he  had  little  opportunity  to  recruit  his  vigour  and  renovate 
his  strength.  There  was  yet  another  dasB  (^  persons  iRthe 
camp^  whose  gaiety  was  much  less  interrupted  than  mine. 
These  were,  the  ldng>  and  the  generals  who  commanded 
imder  him.  They  could  not  be  entirely  devoid  of  thought 
and  consideration.  They  suffered  much  anxiety  from  the 
length  of.  the  siege ;  and  felt  that  every  period  of^  delay 
increased  the  doubtfulness  of  the  event.      if 

Antonio  de  Leyva,  govonor  of  the  city/  necessaiily  felt 
himself  alarmed  at  the  extraordinary  project  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  and  made  every  exertion  to  prevent  it.  One 
evening  the  king  sent  for  me  to  his  tent,  and  told  me  in 
confidence  that  the  enemy  intended  that  very  night  to  make 
three  several  attacks  upon  our  mound,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  stream,  and  one  by  means  of  boats  in  the  centre.  Two 
of  these,  he  said,  were  merely  intended  as  feints ;  the  west 
bank  of  the  Tesino  was  the  point  against  which  their  prin- 
cipal exertions  would  be  directed.  On  that  side  he  was 
resolved  to  command  in  person ;  the  boats  with  which  he 
proposed  to  resist  their  flota  he  confided  to  one  of  the  most 
famous  and  valuable  officers  of  his  army ;  the  detachmeot 
on  the  east  bank  he  purposed  to  intrust  to  my  uncle  and 
myself.  He  observed,  that  the  detachment  he  could  spare 
for  that  purpose,  after  having  formed  the  other  two  bodies^ 
and  reserved  a  sufficient  number  for  the  defence  of  ihe 
camp  and  the  works,  would  be  small ;  and  he  warned  nic 
to  the  exertion  of  a  particular  vigilance.  It  would  be 
doubly  unfortunate,  if  a  body,  the  attack  upon  which  was 
to  be  merely  a  feigned  one,  should  nevertheless  be  routed* 
'^  Go,"  added  he,  "  fulfil  my  expectations ;  deport  yoursdf 
answerably  to  the  merit  of  your  first  achievement;  and 
depend  upon  it  that  you  will  prove  hereaftar  one  of  the 
most  eminent  supporters  of  the  martial  glory  of  France." 
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The  Marqvis  de  Vilkrciy  divided  our  little  force  into 
two  bodies :  with  the  larger  he  lay  in  wait  for  the  enemy 
near  the  scene  of  the  expected  atCadc :  the  smsUer  he  Con. 
fided  So  ray.  direction^  aad  placed  so  that  we  might  be  able 
^to  fall  ttpon  the  rear  of  the  garrison*tn>ops  as  soon  as  they 
should  be.Mly  engaged  with  our  comrades*  In  the  situ. 
ation  assigned  me  I  took  advantage  of  the  skirts  of  a 
wood^  widdi  enabled  me  to  approach  y&ty  near  to  the  ex*- 
pected  route  of  our  assailants,  wiiiiout  bcdng  perceived  by 
them.  The  night  was  extremely  dark,  yet  the  vicinity  of 
my  poBitson  was  sudi,  that  I  could  count  the  numbers  of 
the  SRlversary  as  they  pahsed  along  before  my  hiding-place. 
I  waa  alarmed  to  find  that  tiiey  amounted  to  at  least  the 
triple  of  what  we  had  been  taught  to  expect.  They  were 
no  sooner  past,  than  I  despatched  to  the  king  &  young 
knight,  my  particular  friend,  who  happened  to  be  widi  me, 
to  urge  the  necessity  of  a  reinforcement.  At  tfie  same  time 
I  sent  a  messenger  to  tny  uncle,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to 
inform  him  of  what  I  had  observed,  and  the  step  I  had 
taken,  and  to  entreat  him  to  defer  the  attack  as  long  as  con. 
sistently  with  propriety  it  should  be  possible.  The  enemy, 
however,  had  no  sooner  arrived  at  the  place  of  his  destin. 
ation,  than  tbe  troops  of  the  marquis,  no  longer  capable  of 
restraint,  rushed  to  engage.  The  Spaniards  were  at  first  sur. 
prised,  but  a  short  time  led  them  to  suspect  the  weakness 
of  their  assailants  ^'uor  was  the  assistance  I  brought  to  my 
ande  sufficient  to  turn  the  fortune  of  the  fight.  We  lost 
many  of  our  men ;  the  rest  apparently  gave  ground ;  and 
it  was  a  vain  attempt,  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night,  to 
endeavour  to  restore  order  and  rally  them  to  the  assault. 
Wjs  were  abeady  almost  completely  overpowered,  when 
the  suoeours  we  expected  reached  us.  They  were,  however, 
unable  to  distinguish  friend  from  enemy.  A  storm  of 
mingled  rain  and  snaw  had  come  on,  whi(^  benumbed  our 
limbs,  drove  fiercely  in  our  faces,  and  rendered  eVery  object 
alike  viewless.  The  carnage  which  in  this  situation  took 
place  was  terrible.  Our  blows  were  struck  at  random.  A 
Frenchman  was  not  less  dreadfid  than  a  Spaniard. .  When 
the  battle  ceased,  scarcely  one  of  the  enemy  was  left  alive ; 
but  we  obaerved  with  astonishment  and  horror  the  number 
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of  the  besiegers  wkd  haA  prolMbly>  in  the  midst  «f  the  co&^ 
{iisioiivbeen  cut  to  pieces  by  Iheir  owH^coiuHlryiiMBi.  • 
)    lanl  now«xiii^'at  libepenod  vliiefaput^B  m 
festiYity  and  jociukhieBs  6f  ihe  esanpicign.     AH  afiber  diis 
iras  one  contmued  series  of '^  disaster;    Aboq;^  ihe  f^tb^  of 
January^  our  .woi^,  though  not  whofly  i»lsn|ppted^  wm  earn* 
«ideraMy  retarded  l^  a  smaeessioti  of  heavy  ndns.     Thh 
was  iiijuriouB  to  us  in  many  waysj  our  project^  whieii  M 
executed  in  the  raddst  of  walm,  rendered  additional  dan^ 
a  matter  of  serious  ecmdideration.     We  "wtie  also  acond 
with  an  apprehension  of  stiU  g^^eater  magnrtadej  which  war 
i^edily  realised.  -  The  «qows  being  at  length  «ompIetdy 
dissolved^  and  the  quantity  of  water  continually  incroanng^ 
we  perceived  one  a^moon  strong  symptoms  *  thait  o«r 
mound^  the  principal  sulject  of  cur  labour  4aiid  8ouffee^«f 
our  hope^  was  giving  way  in  various  plaoea.     The  ndit 
morning  at  daybreak^  it  rushed  down  «vtry  where  at  onee 
with  wonderful  violence  and  noise*     It  is  dtffieuk^  ds^ 
scribe  the  sensation  of  anguish/  wfaieh  wa^  instantty  and 
universally  difihsed.     The  labour  of  many  weeks  wasoveo* 
thrown  in  a  moment.     As  we  had  proceeded  in  our  wdiic^ 
we  every  day  saw  ourselves  nearer  the-ol^ect  to  which  HB 
aspired.  At  this  time  our  project  was  almost  completed^  aad 
Pavia  was  in  imagination  ahready  in  ouv  hands^  to  gsin 
possession  of  i^ch  had  cost  us  such  unremitted  exertions^ 
the  display  of  so  mudi  gallantry^  and^he  loss  of  so  maay 
soldiers.     We  were  confounded  at  die  catastrophe  we  saw* 
We  gazed  at  each  dOaet,  each  in  want  of  encoun^^ement; 
and  every  one  unaUe  to  tkfSoird  it. 

Stilly  however^  we  were  not  destitute  of  advantage.  Thte 
garrison  began  to  be  in  want  both  of  ammunition  and  pro^ 
visions.'  They  were  in  a  general  state  of  discontent^  almoit 
of  mutiny^  wMdi  scarcely  all  the  address  and  authmty  of 
the  govffl-nor  were  able  to  suppress.  If  the  town  cot^maed 
longer  unrelieved^  it  was  sure  to  faU  into  our  hands.  Bat 
even  this  our  last  hope  was  considerably  diminished  by  the 
intdligence  we  received  the  very  day  after  ^e  destruction 
of  our  mound^  that  the  imperial  army,  after  having  received 
krge  reinforcements,  was  approaching  in  considerable  fofca. 
The  king  had  some  time  hefcie,  in  the  height  of  his  oon- 
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ftdenoQ  mod  cktkMrefhw  keatt^;  icBt  off  a  datocfament  of 
aix  thoufaod  jBKn  t9]Bv«de  thci  kugdoBi  of  Niiples.;  for 
qiOA  tlMB^  «i  irall  iW'^e  Mttvinte^  he  h«d  iakoflted  pre- 
ifiMioi^^fiBiOi  hi»  immBdiateH^ddee«Niti?8*4  , 
M^  Baty  though  die  e^emy  iite  saperior  hi  nombere^  &d  ^ 
{ttitt  paih*p«  o£  their  forteabeUia*.4Ul8c^>liBed  ihan  oiirt^ 
diij)*  kboiired  under  teveral4ti«wi?aiitaget  ta  whkh  we  wwe 
■oit  CTptae^  The  JfiBtpcfOTi  though  his  doBuniona  were 
maat'  ^xtena/r^y  did  imI^  derm  from  them  a  leYemie  eqpal 
l^^dbat  o£  JPraacis.  As  he'  did  dot  take  the<Ae]d  in  person^ 
lk»  #a|r;aiype«red  to  hia-anlirleitB  only  a  oouhboh  war^  pro« 
ctedhll^i^Gilt  the  oidiiiary  motiirea  of  war.  But  my  coun- 
IrynmEfe  were  led  h^  thflir  ■ovaEdgn^  were  fresh  from  the 
ittcent.  ins<de»ce  of  an  invasion  of  thor  own  territory^  and 
"isaii^.at  oiMe  £ot  personal  ^ary  and  their  eowatr/s  honour* 
^Sht  latlg^  who  esmraanded  iAnem^  seemed  expneady  focmed 
t»^obtaiir  their  attachment  and  afibction.  His  noUes  heeuise 
MthiistBstiehy  the  example  of  his  ^tfamiasm,  and  willing^ 
dtdyvtsed  tiidr  revetiues  to' giv^^pro^teiily  sad  edat  to  the 
^ampaagn.^^ : 

Tn/The^ first' questioiiithat  arose  -upon  the  approaA  of  the 

%BeO!iy>was>  whedier  we  should  break  up  the  siege^  and 

sAedd  Id  some  strong  post  the  slow>  bat  sure^  effect  of  their 

«ant  of  moAey^  and  the  eonaeqiient  diapca^on  of  their 

tRNips^.or*  Witt  their  attack,  in  our  present  posture.    The 

&aat»  adviee  was  safe;  but  to  the  gallant  spirit  of  Franoia 

ittsj^taied  igpMNBinious.     He  was  i^n  all  occasions  the 

partisan  of  rapid  measures  and  deddve  proceedings ;  and 

lus  temper^  with  the  exception  of  a  few  wary  and  deliberate 

<<)toBdlQiii^  adeorded.wlth  thai  of  our  whole  army.     For 

•QQie  days  we  eong^atulated  oursdiyeB  upon  the  wisdom  of 

ttffr  choice ;  we  presented  to  the  enemy  so  j^rmidaUle  an 

♦pptaraniee,  that,  notwithstandii^;  the  cogent  motives  he 

M  la  pfoeeedy  he'hentated..k>i^  before  he  ventured  to 

iillack  us*  .  At  length,  however,  the  day  came  that  was 

'fiegnai^  Willi  so  momentous  e?q>ectation. 

r  itif  through  the  whole  limits  of  our  camp  there  was  not 

4wua  tha^  did  net  feel  himself  ^  roused  u(pOh  this  glorious 

Msaaion,  to  -me  it  was  especially  interestuig.  '  The  scene 

mcftdkd  with  the  whole  purpose  of  my  educa^u^  tti^ 
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novelty  made  it  impiesfiiTe.     I  lired  only  in  the  pzesen^ 
moment.     I  had  not  a  thought,  a  widi>  a  stragg^g  ixaa^ 
ginati(»,  that  wandered  beyond  the  ciicnit  of  tbe  day.     Myi 
soul  was  filled ;  at  one  minute  wild -with  ei^ectation^  And 
at  another  awed  into  solemnity.     Th»e  is  aonetlun^  in. 
describably  deficious  in. this  ooncenlantion  of  the  mind.       It 
raises  a  man  above  himself ;  and  makes  him  feel  a  eertadn 
nobleness  and-  elevation  of  character,  of  the  poesesaioix  of 
which  he  was  to  that  hour  unconscious.     Feir  and^  pain 
were  ideas  that  could  find  no  harbour  Jn  my  bosom :  I  xie* 
garded  this  as  the  most  memwsble  of  days,  and  myttelf  as 
the  most  fortunate  of  mortals.     Far  indeed  vas  I  iiom  an* 
ticipating  the  disgraceful  events  in  which  this  dation  of 
heart  speedily  terminated. 

The  sun  rose  bright  in  a  doudlefls  sky.  The  cold  c^  the 
season  was  such,  as  only  to  give  new  lightness  and  ekus- 
tidty  to  the  mnsdes  and  animal  spirits.  I  saw  few  of  those 
qbjects  of  nature,  which  in  this  deM^tf^il  eliraaite  gave  so 
sacred  a  pleasmre  to  the  human  soid.  ^rt;  in  my  present 
temper  there  was  no  object  of  sight  so  ravishing,  as  the  firm 
and  equal  steps  of  the  martial  bands,  the  impatience  of  tbe 
war-horse,  and  the  display  of  military  standards ;  nor  any 
music'  so  enchanting,  as  the  shrillness  of  tiie  pipa,  the 
clangor  of  the  trumpet,  the  neighing  o£.  steeds,  and  the 
roaring  of  cannon.  It  is  thus  that  man  disguises  t»  himself 
the  real  nature. of  his' occupation  ;  and  clothes  thatip^hich 
is  of  all  things  the  most  nefarious  or  most  tQ  be  lamented^ 
with  the  semUance  of  jubilee<  and  festival. 

The  Imperialists  were  at  first  unable  to  withstand  the 
efibrts  of  French  valour.  They  gave  way  on  every  side ; 
we  pursued  omr  advantage  with  impetuosity.  To  the 
slaughter  of  whole  ranks  mowed,  down  with  tremendous 
celerity,  to  the  agonies  of  the  dying,  I  was  blind ;  their 
groans  had  no  efiect  on  my  organ,  for  my  soul  was  occupied 
in  another  direction.  My  horse's  heels  spumed .  ^eir 
mangled  limbs,  and  were  red  with  their  blood.  I  fought 
not  merely  with  valour,  bnt  with  fury;  I  animated  those 
around  me  hy  my  example  and  my  acdamations.  It  may 
seem  contrary  to  delicacy  to  speak  with  this  freedom  of  my 
own  praises;  but  I  am  at  my  present  writing  totally  changed 
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imd  remoTed  from  whst  I  was^  and  I  write  with  the  free- 
dom of  a.  general  historian.  It  is  this  simplicity  and  inge. 
Buonsnesa  tiiat  shall  pervade  the  whole  of  my  narrative.    ' 

The  fbrtune  of  the  day  speedily  changed.  The  caw. 
ardice  and  desertion  of  our  Swiss  aUies  gave  the  first  signal 
<jf  adversity.  The  gallant  commander  of  the  garrison  of 
Pavia  sallied  ont  in  the  midst  of  the  fight^  and  suddenly 
attacked  as  in  the  rear.  A  stratagem  of  the  Imperial  gene- 
ral efieoted  the  rout  of  our  cavalry.  The  whole  face  of  the 
fieid  was  utterly  reversed. 

It  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  attonpt  to  describe  even 
the  small  part  that  I  beheld  of  the  calamity  and  slaughter 
of  the  Fiendi  army.  At  this  distance  of  time^  the  recol- 
lection of  it  opens  afresh  the  almost  obliterated  wounds  of 
jnj  heart.  I  saw  my  friends  cut  down^  and  perish  on 
evefy  tide.  Those  who^  together  with  myself^  had  marched 
out  in  the  mornings  swelled  with  exultation  and  hope,  now 
lay  weltering  in  their  blood.  Their  desires^  their  thoughts, 
their  existence,  were  brought  to  a  fatal  termination.  The 
common  soldiers  were  hewed  and  cut  to  pieces  by  hundreds, 
without  note  and  observation.  Many  of  the  first  nobility 
of  France,  made  desperate  by  the  diange  of  the  battle, 
rushed  into  fhe  thickest  of  the  foe,  and  became  so  many 
voluntary  sacrifices;  choosing  ratiier  to  perish,  than  to  turn 
tfa^  backs  with  dishonour. 

In  the  battle  I  had  two  horses  killed  under  me.  The 
first  of  them'  suflfered  a  sort  of  gradual  destructian.  He  had 
already  received  one  wound  in  the  nostrils,  and.  another  in 
the  neck,  when  a  third  shot  carried  away  $wo  of  his  feet, 
and  laid  him  prostrate  on  the  earth.  Bemardin,  my 
faidiful  attendant,  observed  what  was  passing,  and  imme- 
diately brought  me  a  fresh  charger ;  but  I  had  not  long 
mounted  him,  when  he  received  a  wound  which  killed  him 
on  the  i^t.  I  was  myself  hurt  in  several  places,  and  at 
length  the  stroke  of  a  sabre  brought  me  to  the  ground. 
Here  I  remained  for  a  long  time  inseneible.  When  I  re- 
covered, and  looked  around  me^i  I  found  myself  in  entire 
solitude,  and  could  at  present  perceive  no  trace  either  of  the 
enemy  or  of  my  ovm  people.  Soon,  however,  I  recoL 
lected  what  had  passed,  and  was  but  too  well  assured  of  the 
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defeat  my  countrynleit  had  stistHined.  Weak  and  battesred 
as  I  was^  I  attempted  to  reti^  to  H  place  6f  greater  iits&i'i 
rity;  1  had  sdarcely  chang^  my  groulid,  befdre  I  saWI 
tnkfpe^  of  the  eii^my  rtishing  towards  me^  Inth  the  inidii 
titDtti  to  take  aWirjr  my  life.  Fdrttinately  I  dh^erved  i  tt^ 
at  hAhd^  t6  the  shdt^  of  Whkh  I  hasten^ ;  and^  paHly^  ly^ 
ttiovin^  the  hnmchefs  to  and  fl'o^  and  pai^tly  by  shifthig  Wf 
position^  I  bafilM  my  adversary,  till  he  became  weary  ot 
the  attempt.  A  moment  after,  I  saw  one  of  my  I66st  iiitfi 
mate  and  familiar  companions  killed  before  my  ejres.  14 
was  not  long,  however,  before  k  party  of  fugitive  FVencfi 
Game  up  to  fh«  spot  Where  I  stood,  and  I,  like  the  te^,  was 
hurried  from  the  field.     My  uncle  perished  in  the  battle. 

It  is  WY^nderfld  how  meti  can  haiden  thdr  hearts  agaiitlft 
^ch  sceiies  to  I  then  witnessed.  It  fs  wonderM  hd# 
thiey  can  be  brought  to  co-operate  in  stich  demoniac  fhryy 
and  more  than  demoniac  mischief,  b^barity,  and  murd^i 
But  they  are  brought  to  it ;  and  enter,  not  from  a  deplof  abkl 
liecessity,  but  as  to  a  festival,  in  which  each  man  is  eagei^ 
to  occupy  his  place,  and  shar^  the  iamusements.  It  Seemed 
to  me  at  that  time,  as  it  seems  to  me  now,  that  it  should 
be  enough  for  a  man  to  contemplate  such  a  field  as  I  Ba# 
at  Pavia,  to  induce  him  to  abjiu^  the  trade  bf  violence  fdf 
ever,  and  to  commit  his  sword  once  more  to  the  boweb 
of  the  earth,  fh)m  which  it  was  torn  for  so  nefarious  s 
purpose. 

These  sensations,  though  now  finally  established  in  my 
mind,  were,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  writing,  but  of  fle^ 
ing  duration,  f  h6  force  of  education,  and  the  first  bftnt' 
of  my  mind,  were  too  strong.  The  horror  which  ov€#* 
whelmed  me  in  the  first  moments  of  this  great  nAtionai 
defeat  subsided ;  and  the  military  passion  returned  upon  me 
in  its  original  ardour.  My  convictions,  and  the  moral  in^ 
tegrity  of  my  soul,  were  temporary ;  and  I  became  mysdf 
a  monument  of  that  inconstancy  and  that  wonder,  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded. 

Various  circumstances,  however,  prevented  this  passloii 
fh>m  its  direct  operation.  The  character  of  France  wad 
altered  by  the  battle  <^  Pavia,  Ihou^  miiie  remained  ti^^ 
teme.     It  was  in  the  fullest  degree  decisive  of  the  fortune 
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fif  ilie  war.  Mikn^  and  erjory  other  place  in  the  dacb^ 
^ened  ibeu  gates  to  the  ooiupieragr ;  aad, .  in  ar  fortnight^ 
B€^  4t  ^Ereocfaman  wee  left  in  the  fields  of  Italf.  **  Of  die 
whete  ail&yoi^y  asmall  body  effected  an  orderly  letraat^ 
QQ^eir  tfae  oennnand  o£  die  Dnke  of  Alen9on^  Many  per. 
9Qtia;pf  the  highest  distinction  perished  in  the  battle :  many 
^ea'e  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  France  by  this  e^ent 
fi^ui^d  tlie  list  of  her  noUesse  coasiderably  reduced  in  nunu 
beff^^  ^a4d  to  which,  those  whose  loss  she  sustained^  were 
almost  all  of  them  taken  from  among  the  most  distinguished 
and  meritorious  in  the  catalogue. 

^uit  what  constituted  the  principal  feature  in  this  me^ 
mcofidble  eyentf  was>  diat  the  king  himsdf  was  found  in  the 
nuinber .  of  the  prisoners ;  nor  was  he  released  by  his  un- 
g^erous  competitor  till  after  more  than  a  twelvemonth's 
oo9lbi«3»ent.     During  this  peiiod  Francis  tasted  of  the 
drc^yof  adyersity.     IncHned  in, the  first  instance  to  judge 
0{  jiis  rival  by  himself^  he  expected  a  liberal  treatment.  la 
tkus  he  was  dee{dy  disiq>pointed.    After  a  detaition  of 
many  mimtbs  in  the  Milanese^  the  scene  of  his  former  sue- 
cesses^  he  was  transferred  to  Madrid.     He  was  po'sonally 
Qc^eeted  by  die  emperor^  while  his  disloyal  subject  *  was 
treated  with  singular  distinction.  The  most  rigorous  terms 
W€9ce  proposed  to  hin^.     All  this  had  die  efSsct,  in  one  in* 
«tanee>  of  nnking  him  into  a  disease  of  languor  and  dejec- 
tion which  he  was  not  expected  to  survive  ;  and^  in  acnodier^ 
<ff  finduci^  him  to  execute  an  instrument  by  which  he  ab- 
dicated the  crown>  and  declared  his  rescdutton  of  remaining 
«a  priacmer  for  Mfe.    His  confinement  was  at  lengdi  termin- 
ated by  his  solemnly  epigaging  to  compulsory  articles^  which 
lie  was  determined  to  break  as  soon  as  he  found  himsdf  at 
Uberty ;  an  alternative  peculiarly  grating  to  the  liberality 
^i\m  spirit.    This  reverse  of  fortune  materially  changed  his 
^wraeten     The  fine  spirit  of  his  ambition  was  from  dus 
lipii^eTap<»:ated ;  and^  while  he  still  retained  the  indefeasi- 
^  qualities  of  his  soul^  and  was  gallant^  kind-hearted^  and 
|Hlami^9  he  bartered^  as  far  a»  waa  cra[ipatible  with  his 
4l¥08ttion^  the  ^3iter;Nrising  and  audacious  temper  he  had 
inviously  manifested^  for  the  wary  and  phlegmadjC  system 
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S6  TBAVEL8  or   8T.  UBON. 

of  hie  more  fortunate  oompetitar.  His  geniuB  cower^ed  be. 
fore  that  of  Charles ;  and  the  defeat  of  Pavia  may^  pecbaps^ 
be  considered  as  having  given  a  deadly  wmmd  to  liis  z^i^ 
of  chivahyy  and  a  secure  foundation  to  that  of  craft,  dyssi- 
mulation^  corruption^  and  commerce. 


CHAPTER  III. 


The  lists  of  military  ambition  t^en  bang  dosed^  if  not 
permanently^  at  least  for  k  time^  my  mind  took  a  new  bias  ; 
and^  without  dismissing  its  most  cherished  and  dariing  pas- 
sion^ pursued  a  padi  in  the  present  emergency^  to  wbich 
the  accidents  of  my  youth  had  also  guided  me.     If  my 
molher  had  surrived^  she  would  probably jeither  not  have  con- 
sented to  my  serving  at  the  siege  of  Pavia,  or  at  least  vroidd 
have  recalled  me  to  like  obscurity  of  my  paternal  ch&teau 
as  soon  as  the  campaign  was  at  an  end.    I  had  not  fully 
completed  the  twentieth  year  of  my  age^  at  the  period  of  tbe 
memorable  battle  in  which  my  sovereign  was  made  {»isoner. 
I  was  left  without  adviser  or  guide ;  even  the  Marquis  de 
Villeroy^  my  mother's  brother^  of 'whatever  consequence  his 
admonitions  to  me  might  have  proved,  was  taken  firom  me 
in  this  fatal  engagement.     The  king  himself,  perhaps,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  dreadful  calamities  in  which  he  was  now 
involved,  might  have  condescended  to  interest  hims^  in 
some  degree  in  my  welfare.     By  the  course  of  events,  I 
was  left,  yet  a  minor,  and  with  an « ample  revenue  at  my 
disposition,  to  be  wholly  gmded  by  the  suggestions  of  my 
own  mind. 

In  the  p(»tion  of  his  reign  already  elapsed,  the  splendid 
and  interesting  qualities  of  Francis  had  given  a  new^  spring 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  nation.  He  was  the  most  accom- 
plished and  amiable  prince  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived. 
There  was  but  one  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  Christendom  that 
could  cope  with  him  in  power, — the  Emperor  Charles;* and 
as  Charles's  peculiarities  were  of  a  sort  that  Frenchmen 
were  accustomed  to  regard  with  aversion  and  contempt,  so 


TBAVEL8  OF  ST.  JiBOK.  27^ 

th&te  hkl  not  been  a  doubt  annmg  ray  oompatriotB^  of  liie 
side  upon  ewliich  the  sapenoritj  would  iiltiiB«tely  rest.  By 
tke  evenite  of  thcf  day  of  Pana  they  were  conlonnided  and 
overvhelved.  They  did  not  despair  of  their  oocintry ;  they 
soon  felt,  and  felt  to  its  utmost  extent,  the  rank  which. 
France  held  among  the  European  states.  But  the  chain  of 
their  ideas  was  interrupted ;  they  could  not  but  be  conscious 
that  the  fortune  of  the  kingdom  had  received  a  grievous 
check.  The  illustrious  career  which  they  had  in  fancy 
ah'eady  traversed,  was  postponed  to  a  distant  period. 

The  consequences  which  flow  from  a  suppressed  ambition 
may  easily  be  imagined.  The  nobility  of  France  exchanged 
the  activity  of  the  field  lor  the  indulgences  of  the  table  > 
that  concentrated  s^t  whidi  had  sought  to  expand  itself 
upon  the  widest  stage,  now  found  vent  in  the  esMbition  of 
individual  expense :  and,  above  all,  the  sordid  and  inglorious 
passion  for  gaming,  a  vice  eminently  characteristic  of  the 
age,  now  etqpeeiaUy  gained  strength,  and  drew  multitudes 
into  its  desteuctive  vortex.  It  was,  perhaps,  impossible  for 
a  y«iBig^maD:to  have  entored  the  theatre  of  the  world  under 
less  favo^raUe  auspices. 

In  wkat  1  have  already  written,  I  Mt  myself  prompted 
to  enlarge  with  complacency  upon  the  sentiments  and  scenes 
of  my  youth ;  and  I  have  yielded  to  the  suggestion.  The 
same  internal  admonition  -makes  me  shrink  from  entering 
with  minuteness  into  the  detail  of  my  ruin.  I  recollect  my 
infatuation  with  abhorrence ;  I  fly  from  the  memory  with 
s^satioDS  inexpressibly  painful ;  1  regard  it  as  a  doud  t^at 
overshadowed  and  blackened  for  ever  the  fair  prospects  of 
my  earliar  years. 

I  shall  not  oiumerate  aU  my  youthful  companions,  or  all 
my  youthful  follies.  I  committed  a  mistake  obvious  enough, 
at  Uiis  immatm^  period  of  my  existence,  when  I  nnstook 
profusion  and  extravagance  for  splendour  and  dignity;  and 
the  prudent  economy  which  my  mother  had  practised,  served, 
in  Uie  ptesent  instance,  as  the  pander  to  my  vices.  The 
whole  tendency  bf  my  education  had  been  to  inspire  me 
with  a  proud  and  restless  desire  of  distinction ;  and  I  was 
not  content  to  play  a  second  part  in  the  career  of  my  vices, 
^  I  should  not  have  been  content  tQ4>lay  a  second  part  in 


die  gnuiiie  ihettM  of  hoiwar  ind  luAe;  la  all  Aftt  w< 
dMM^titaMlf  kpMted  aad  K^If  proflgaHe;  I  kd'lbnt^i^my  1 
my  oMupMn^  $mA  wm  Mnstuititjr  beld  19  by  llieii»  as  4 
esumple*  9f  dii»  omdoec  I  iaenrrMl  the  ctuot^  of  tl 
rigotvttft  uid  tlie  old;  but  the  yotoe  of  eeiuraie'Maxiied'tf 
Meh  fleldomor  than  that  ^  aidulalloB*  My  p«riMn>  as 
dmnaaiioiir  i9«i«  tile  lo^ea  of  general  i^iplMatf.  InrtHi  t« 
and  well-propottionad;'niy  firatae  ivas  alendarand.  a^ 
but  with  an  af^poHranoe  of  UK  fiiBaat  healtb  ;  t»y  ootBM« 
nanee  was  opea^  eommandiag^  aad  animated':  my  rank  aa^ 
rituatian  in  the  vorM  gave  me  oomfidenee ;  tlie  fbte  ani 
impetuority  of  my  temper  rendered  my  gBatores  eaayv  ti^idj 
exptetaive^  and  graeeftil.  The  censeqiKnoe  of  dl  IMa:  ^nd 
to  confirm  me  in  a  plan  of  Uk  wbieh  I  etfly  tadd^d^am  ti 
myacif,  and  from  which  I  never  in  any  inttaiMtt -dvHaied 
I  pat  aaide  those  niles^  aa  splenetic  aad  hyperericioal,  whicd 
oottfeaaora  preaeh^  and  with  ivhieh  tha  fweeeptora  ^  yoai^ 
taien  aie  acouatomed  to*  weary  aad  atteaatelhe-  aiiiids  oi 
dieir  papib.  The  charge  of  being  diaordetiy  and  atithink^ 
ing.  I  despised ;  that  of  imprudence^  even  when  metoc*^ 
blame^  sounded  in  my  ear  like  the  voiee  of  encandmn. .  Bot, 
aocoatomed  from  education  to  sentiments  of  honoixr^  and 
ftam  habit  to  the  language  of  eulogy,  dt  k  difflcollr  fimr  any 
man  to  be  more  firmly  bent  than  I  waa  to  incur  no  hireath 
of  dishonom'^  or'  to  draw  the  line  more  peremptovily  b&^ 
tween  die  follies  &i  yottdi  and  die  abercationa  of  a  groM 
and  imprindpled  spirit. 

It  may  be  aUeged>  indeed,  and  widi  oonsxderalble  justice; 
diat  dm  habk  of*  gaming  is  an  «Kceptk»v  to  this  atatemoit 
It  was  with  besttatien  and  reluctance  ^afc  I  em^d  mfo 
diis  habit  I  saw  it  as  it  was,  and  aa  every  tngentioua  and 
midebanched  mind  mast  see  it,  base  and  s^did.  The  po»- 
searioB  of  some  degree  of  wealth  I  regarded,  indeed,  a&  in- 
dispensable to  a  man  who  would  fill  a  lofty  and  resectable 
character  in  die  world ;  a  character  l^at,  by  ilhiting  tite 
advantages  of  exterior  appearance  widi  die  aetionrofot  hero, 
should  extort  the  homage  of  his  species.  9iit,  ia  the  pic- 
ture I  drew-  of  dds  man  in  my  mind,  I  ooneidef«d  weakli 
as  an  accident,  die  attendant  on  his  birth,  to  be  dispensed 
With  dignity,  not  to  be  adverted  to  with  mimiteiiesa  of  at* 


tibi*jch«nictar.  .Th^Mx&B/^  pwyoy  of  -^  gtwyttor  ia  to 
tamtfniflimiaf  tern  (he  p«jiiQl  of  his  n^ii^beiir  int^  IUa 
Mvi;;  >  He  C0«8«8  l]»ft>slieef>y  aaidJirf)^^  bjrlbt 

•MMftdi^D^iaf  attmo«iiw«*  Tke  fear  of  Mug  piewM  bli 
boartnviili;8B|pi8h$  and  l«  gfua^-^to  pl»|aiiL  «iimfer««ti|^ 
fin?  Um^  wbkb  fan  flfiiuredy  exeeed^  and  whkh  seldmii 
»|fi|ib,i^ii3^ijsr|r  hia  isompetkcH:  sufiera^'r-ia  tbeoir^miiatancg 
iiiN«h»  moat  tranaporta  hia  haart  with  deUgbt.  For  tiiis  h« 
inidtaa ;  ^r  ijaoa  he  oalcolatea*  Jkn  hononraUe  gam^ter 
teaa  -iiHt  actze  ivith.  ^wrenie^tatsoa  the  nuwieitt  whan  hia 
fMliv^Bniarf  IB  ^d^Bsived^  by  wioe  or  any  other  ca^aa^Qf  hia 
)]«MLad[f«fK)flflefaioB*  He  doea  not  mk  with  aober  maiiea 
lo  ph^  aipon  hta  paanooa.  He  dpi^  npt  entw  with  a?iditf 
into  ^e  oMitest  with  aa  unpractked.  but  presuming  rivals 
Im&fhe  i»iulot<afoid  rQoiciog,  when  he  finda  thu^  accident 
baa  gi vea  him ;  an  luiuaual  advantage.  I  have  oftoi  thoaghl 
that- 1  «ould  better  und^-atand  how  a  man  of  honour  oouU 
rrtfioneilis  hina^  to  the  aecin^sed  and  murderoua  trMe  of 
ntr^  lihan  to  the  syatem  of  the  gaming  tabl^.  In  war^  he 
^^.'WithAatrangef^  a  man  with  whom  he.haa  no  habit$ 
of  Jdndneaa^  and  who  is  fairly  apprised  that  he  cornea  againat 
torn  imth  ruinous  intent.  But  in  play>  h«  roba^  perhaps^ 
his  brolhery  his  friend^  the  partner  oi  his  beacon ;  or»  in 
esrery  evenly. a  man  aednced  into  the  snare  with  aU  the 
avta  of  couilBay^jind  whom  he  smilea  upon>  even  while  he 
stabs. 

I  am  talking  4iere  the  more  reason  and  common  sense  of 
lhe^i|ilealioni  as  it  relates  to  mankind  in  generaL  .  But  it  is 
vilhiolto  feelings  that  I  reflect  upon  the  concern  I  have 
BKysdl  indlyidually  in  the  sulject.  Yeais  roll  on  in  vain ; 
ages  themselves  are  useless  here;  looking  forward^  as  J  do, 
to^aa  e:zi8teiice  that  shall  endure  till  time  shall  be  no  mcace; 
lio  time  can  wipe  s^way  the  semembr^ice  cf  the  bitter 
aagQidi  that  I  have  endured,  the  consequence  of  gamzag* 
It  ia  icftiaceJ  It  ia  madness !  .  Poverty,  I  have  drained  thy 
^  to  the  diegs !  I  have  seen  my  wife  and.  my  children 
Mdng  to  Sie  iti  vain  for  bread  I  Which  is  the  most  into* 
Inalde'distiseaa  P-^thatof  the>period,  in  whidi  all  the  com*. 
^Ih^  4^  life  gradually  left  me ;  in  which  I  caught  aX  ever| 
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fragment  of  promise,  and  every  fragment  ftiled  ;  in  ^vrhici 
I  ro6e  eyerj  moming  to  pamper  myself  with  entity  d^d 
dona ;  in  whicli  I  ate  the  applea  of  purgatory^  fair  witliou^ 
bat  within  bittemeaa  and  aahea ;  in  which  I  tmaed,  throogl 
endtefls^  si^tkaa  nights^  apon  the  ooncfa  of  ^Saappoiatmen! 
and  despair  ?  — or  the  period,  when  at  length  all  my  hopd 
were  at  an  end;  when  I  fled  with  horror  to  a  ^oreigii 
dimate ;  when  my  £unily^  that  should  have  been  my  oemJ 
fort)  gave  me  my  most  poignant  agony ;  when  i  looked 
upon  them^  naked,  destitute,  and  exiles,  with  the  tvemen^ 
dous  thought,  what  and  who  it  was  that  had  caused  tfaeii 
ruin  ?  Adversity,  without  consolation, — adyersity/<wliei»  its 
sting  is  rem<»se,  self-abhorrence  and  self.^«onteiiipt,  — heU 
has  no  misery  by  which  it  can  be  thrown  into  shade  or 
exceeded ! 

Why  do  I  dwell  upon,  or  at  least  why  do  I  anddpate, 
this  detested  circumstance  of  my  story  ?    Let  me  add  one 
remark  in  this  place,  and, pass  on  to  the  odier  potieulars 
of  this  epodi  of  my  prodigality.     It  is  true,  I  must  take 
this  shameful  appdlation  to  myself — I  was  a  gamester. 
But,  in  the  beginning,  I  took  no  concern  in  that  species  of 
science  which  is  often  implied  in  the  appdlation.     My 
games  were  games  of  hazard,  not  of  skill.     It  appeared  to 
m]i  distempered  apprehension  to  be  only  a  modB  in  which 
for  a  man  to  display  his  fortitude  and  phiklsopiiy.     I  was 
flattered  with  the  practice  of  gaming,  because'!  saw  in  it, 
when  gracefully  pursued,  the  magnanimity  of  die  stoic, 
combined  with  the  manners  of  a  man  of  the  world ;  a  mag- 
nanimity»that  no  success  is  aUe  to  intoxicate,  and  no  vicis. 
situde  to  subyert.     I  committed  my  property  to  the  hazard 
of  the  die ;  and  I  placed  my  ambition  in  laughing  alike  at 
the  favours  of  fortune  and  her  frowns.     In  the  sequel, 
however,  I  found  myself  deceived.     The  flekk  goddess 
sufficiently  proved  that  she  had  the  pow^  of  making  me 
serious.   But  in  her  most  tremendous  reverses,  I  was  never 
influenced  to  do  any  thing  that  the  most  scrupulous  game- 
ster  regards  as  dishonourable.      I  say  not  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  colour  and  speciousness  to  my  tale.     I  say 
it,  because  I  have  laid  it  down  to  myself  in  this  nasrative 
as  a  sacred  principle,  to  rdate  the  simple,  unaltered  truth. 
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Another  chaxacteristic  of  the  reign  of  Francis  the  Firsts 
is  its  g^allant^s.  It  is  well  known  how  much  the  king  was 
hiBssdf  occupied  with  attachments  of  this  sort ;  his  goTem. 
ment  was  ra^er  the  goiremnient  of  women  than  of  politi. 
ctauft;  and  tibe  manners  of  the  Sov^eign  strongly  tended  to 
ftx  the  habits  of  his  suli^eets.  A  very  young  man  rathier 
takeftlsho  tone  of  his  pasdons  from  those  about  him^  than 
forms  one. that  is  properly  ids  own;  and  this  wa&my  case 
in  the  present  instance  as  well  as  in  the  preceding.  Orii- 
ginally  of  an  amorous  constitution^  I  should  perhaps  have 
quieted  the  restlessness  of  my  appetites  without  ostentation 
and  ^dlat^'  had  not  the  conduct  of  my  youthful  associates  in 
g^ieral  led  me  to  regard  gallantry  as  an  accomplishment 
indispensdlily  necessary  iik  a  young  man  of  rank.  It  must 
be  confessed^  indeed^  that  this  offence  against  the  rigour  of 
disdpline.  has  ^9  thousand  advantages  over  that  of  gaming. 
Few  women  of  regidar  and  reputable  lives  have  that  ease  of 
maiinersy<  that  4ow  of  fancy^  and  that  graceful  intrepidity 
oi  thinkiDg  and  expressing  themselves^  that  is  sometimes  to 
be  found  among  those  who  have  discharged  themselves  from 
the  tyranny  of  custom.  There  is  something  irresistibly 
captivaiting  in  that  voluptuousness  whieh^  while  it  assumes 
a  certain  air  of  freedom^  uniformly  and  with  preference 
conforms  itself  to  the  dictates  of  unsophisticated  delicacy* 
A  judicious  and  Mmited  voluptuousness  is  necessary  to  the 
cultivation  6f  the  mind^  MP  the  potishing  of  the  manners^  to 
the  defining  of  sentiment  and  the  developement  of  the  un. 
derstanding ;  and*  a  woman  deficient  in  this  respect  may  be 
of  use  for  the  government  of  our  families^  but  can  neither 
add  to  the  enjoyments^  nor  fix  the  partiality^  of  a  man  of 
animation  and  taste. 

But  whatever  there  may  be  in  these  considerations^  cer- 
tain it  is  diat  the  conduct  I  pursued  in  matters  of  gallantry 
led  me  into  great  and  serious  expenses.  The  mistresses 
with  whesn  I  dianced  to  associate  had  neither  the  inex- 
pressible elevation  of  madame  de  Chateaubriant'*^,  nor  the 
aspiring  and  impressive  manners  of  the  duchess  d'Etampes  *. 
They  had^  however^  beauty  and  vivacity^  frolic  without 
rudeness^  and  softness  without  timidity.     They  had  paid 
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seme  legaid  to  points  of  knovledge  and  taate^  oonaifipriq 
these  as  additumsl  means  to  fixing  the  pardrfity  of  thd 
panmovrs,  and  knowing  dial  tfaejr  had  no  ateudty  £or  tfa 
permanenee  of  their  prosperity  hut  in  the  Tsriety  of  thd 
attractions.  In  their  aecietf  I  wss  led  into  ne«r  traiffl 
of  reflection,  a  nicer  eonsideratian  of  human  paasion  an^ 
die  varieties  of  human  character,  and,  aboTe  all,  isto  i 
gteato*  quickness  and  ddicacy  in  mattersof  inldlectnal  tast^ 
My  hours,  for  the  most  part,  rolled  swiftly  and  eadly  «wajj 
aometimes  in  the  society  of  the  young,  the  gayjuid  the  ash 
liitious  of  my  own  sex,  and  sometimes  in  die  sofW  and 
m<»*e  delidoui  intercourse  of  the  fsir.  I  lived  in  die  midst 
of  all  diat  Paris  could  at  that  time  furnish  o£  splendid  and 
luxurious.  This  system  of  living  was  calcnlated  to  lull 
me  m  pleasing  dreams,  and  to  waste  away  existence  in  de* 
lirious  softness.  It  suffieiendy  acccmied  widi  the  sid 
period  of  our  sovereign's  captivity,  whoi  my  yoimg  com- 
patriots sought  to  drown  die  sense  of  public  and  patriotic 
considerations  in  copious  draughts  of  pleasure ;  nor  did  the 
monarch's  return  immediately  restore  to  France  her  former 
haughtiness  and  pride. 

The  course  of  sensuality  in  whidi  I  waa  now  engaged, 
though  it  did  not  absolutely  sink  into  grossnesa,  majr 
well  be  supposed  to  have  trodden  upon  the  very  edge  of 
licence.  I  and  my  companions  were  young ;  ive  were  made 
fearless  and  presuming  by  fortMe  and  by  rank ;  we  had 
laid  aside  those  more  rigorous  restraints  whidi  rendear  the 
soberer  part  of  mankind  pkusihie  and  decent,  by  making 
•them  timid  said  trite.  I  will  not  contaminate  die  minds  ef 
my  innocent  and  inexperienced  readers  by  entering  into  the 
detail  of  the  follies  in  which  I  engaged. 

One  thing  it  is  necessary  to  remark,  as  ess^itial  to  the 
main  thread  of  my  story.  My  expenses  of  all  kinds,  during 
this  period  of  self-desertion,  drained  my  resources,' but  did 
not  tarnish  my  good  name.  My  excesses  were  r^^ed  by 
some  as  ornamental  and  becoming,  but  by  all  were  admitted 
as  veniaL  -The  laurels  I  had  won  in  the  field  <^  militaiy 
honour  were  not  obscured  by  my.  subsequent  conduct.  I 
was  universafiy  ranked  amoi^  the  most  promising  and 
honourable  of  the  young  noblemen  of  France.    I.had  some 
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iiTals  ;  I  did  not  pMe  llureogl^thifr.tvrbulen^  and  diTend- 
fied  SOSI10  wiliioiitidispiitwei;  \mt  nO;  «ne.  okst. a  jrefleetion 

ta^^tdaimeamimi-^o]^pr€^vaB^.  J^ktr  was  my  temper  xoor^  m^ 
^tte^  ibttsx  raj  v^pvMwB.  Ftasa  every  cbspii;ute  I  extricated 
miyaeii^wd^  gmee  and  pi&i^iely  ;  I  studied  tbc^pkasufe  and 
aaa&of  a]i  with^whom  I-  aaaodaied;  and 'mo  man  et^j^ 
vum&  ftidauilvf^y  than  I  did  thet.sweet8  of.fkiendehip^  aa  fiff 
^  4lie  awaets^^  Ariendsfaip  can  be  extemnYely  enjoyed,     ^t 
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I  BAB  been  now  two  years  in  ha^ts  of  life  and  a  mode  oi 
ea^aiae  e^treptely  injuriaua  to  my  patrimony^  wjien  a  cirr 
ciimatance  occurred,  which  pressed  completely, to  deliver 
9»jfyQm  tbe  ruinous  consequ^cep  of  niy  own  folly.  This 
usaa*  n0  ^e^ex:  than  my  enocHmteir  with  that  incomparable 
woman,  who  afterwards  became  the  paitner  of  my  life,  and 
Ijll^  mother  of  my  children.  I  c^not  even  now  recollect 
her-  withoiit  tears :  ihe  sentiment  which  her  very  name  ex- 
cites in  my  niind  is  a  mingled  feelipg,  on  the  one  hand,  of 
the  most  e»|msite  and  unspeaJkable  delight,  a  feeling  that 
devatee  and  ^cpands  and  electrics  my  throbbing  heart ;; 
and,  on  the  other,  of  the  bitterest  anguish  and  regret.  X 
Wmt  deidk>pe ;  the  source  of  this  feeling. 

Marguerite  Louise  laabeau  de  PamvUle  was,  at  the  periocL 
«i^^:oar  first  meeting,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  her  age. 
Her  complexion  was  of  the  most  perfect  transparency,  her 
ffg»  black  Aiid  sparkling,  and  her  eyebrows  dark  and  long. 
iMeh.were  die  perlect  smoothness  and  clearness  of  her  skin, 
tm  at  ninoteen  die  appeared  five  years  younger  than  she  was,  > 
la^  abelongretamed  thisextreme  juvenility  of  form.  Her  step 
lii  airy  and  light  as  that  of  a  young  fawn,  yet  at  the  same 
%it  ton,  and  indicative  of  strength  of  body  and  vigour  of 
limd.  Her  voice, .  hke  the  whole  of-  her  external  appear^ 
iifie,  ^^s  expressive,  of  undesigningy  I  had  almost  said 
iidigh»  aunplkstty.    Xe%  with  all  Ms  playfolnesa  ci  v:;^. 
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peanaoe,  her  onientMidiiig  was  bold  and  oonect  Ser 
mind  wm  well  ftumidied  with  every  thing  dut  eould  add 
to  her  aoeompliahmeiita  as  a  wife  or  a  modier.  Rer  in- 
dulgent parenta  had  procured  her  erery  advantage  of  «iha. 
cadon^  and  circumatanoes  had  been  nnoommonly  favomftle 
to  ha  improvement,  ^he  was  encooraged  and  asslated  in 
the  art  of  drawings  for  which  she  discovered  a  very  eaify 
talent,  by  Leonardo  da  Vind ;  and  she  formed  har  poeHeal 
taste  from  the  conversation  and  instructions  of  demeot 
Marot  But,  amidit  the  singular  assembl^e  of  her  intel- 
lectual acoomplidbments,  there  was  nothing  by  whldi  abe 
waa  so  much  distanguished^  as  the  uncommon  pmdmee  sf 
her  judgments^  and  the  uniterable  amiaUenesa  of  het 
manners.  This  was  the  woman  destined  to  crown  my  h^ 
piness,  and  consummate  my  misery.  If  I  had  never 
Jiaovm  her,  I  should  never  have  tasted  true  pieaaure  $  if  I 
had  been  guided  by  her  counseb,  I  should  liot  have  drained 
to  the  very  dr^  the  cup  of  awgnish. 

The  house  of  her  father,  the  Marquis  de  Daravine,  was 
the  resort  of  aU  the  most  eminent  wits  and  sdiolara  of  that 
period^  particularly  of  Marot,  Rabelais,  firaanns  and  8ca. 
lig^.  This  was  my  first  inducement  to  frequent  «it.  My 
education  had  inspired  me  with  an  inextinguidiable  lovedT 
literature ;  and  the  dissipation  in  which  I  was  «t  thia  time 
involved  could  not  entirely  interrupt  the  propensity.  The 
most  thoughtless  and  extravagant  period  of  my  life  had  oc- 
casional intervals  of  study  and  reflection ;  and'  the  gay, 
animated,  and  ingenious  conversation  of  the  men  I  have 
mentioned,  had  always  peculiar  charms  for  me. 

I  had  continued  for  some  time  to  visit  at  the  Mar^s's 
hotel,  before  I  encountered  the  beautiful  Marguerite.  The 
first  time  I  saw  her,  she  made  a  deep  imj^ession  upon  me. 
The  Marquis,  who  was  one  of  the  most  benevolcait  and 
enlightened  of  mankind,  had  been  led  by  my  character  and 
manners  to  conceive  a  warm  frioidship  for  me.  He  saw 
the  ruin  in  which  I  was  heedlessly  involving  myself,  and 
believed  that  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to  save  me.  As  he 
thought  that  there  was  no  method  [so  likely  to  effect  my 
reformatien  as  the  interposition  of  domestic  aflfections>  he 
was  not  unwilling  to  encourage  the  attachment  I  began  to 
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feel  far  bis  daughter.  On  my  part  I  wanted  bat  litde 
encouragement.  I  no  sooner  observed  her  manners^  imd 
became  acqiuunted  inth  her  merits,  than  my  heart  was  un- 
alterably &uA,  I  beeame  as  it  were  a  new  man.  I  was 
fike  one,  wlio^  after  Ms  eyes  bad  grown  imperceptildy  dim 
till  at  haag^ewmf  olject  appeared  instinct  and  of  a 
^^kKxmy  gmetAimei^  has  his  si^t  instantaneously  restored^ 
aad  beholds  the  fabric  of  th^  unirerse  in  its  genuine  clear, 
ness,  brilliancy^  and  truth.  I  was  astonished  at  my  own 
folly^  that  I  could  so  long  have  found  gpratification  in  plea- 
sores  mean  and  sensual.  I  was  adiamed  of  n^y  own  de. 
gradation.  I  could  not  endure  the  comparison  between  the 
dbowy^  unsubstantial  attractions  of  the  women  I  had  hitherto 
frequented^  and  the  charms  of  the  adorable  Marguerite.  The 
purity  of  her  mind  seemed  to  give  a  4»le6tiai  brilliancy  and 
softness  to  the  beauties  of  her  person.  The  gross  and  brutal 
pursuits  of  the  debauchee  are  often  indeed  described  by  the 
same  epithets  as  the  virtuous  and  refined  passion  with  vdiidi 
I  was  How  for  the  first  time  inspired ;  but  experience  con- 
vinced me  that  they  differed  in  their  most  essential  fSeatures. 
The  Marquis  saw  the  state  of  my  mind,  and  addressed 
ne  thus.  "  Count/'  said  he,  "  I  fed  ihe  most  ardent 
j&iendship  for  you.  I  am  inexpressiUy  concerned  for  your 
wdfare.  You  will  be  convinced  of  this,  when  I  have  for. 
niflhed  you  with  a  chie  to  my  late  conduct  towards  you.  I 
regard  you,  if  not  aa  a  ruined  man,  at  least  as  a  man  in  the 
high  road  to  ruin.  Your  present  halnts  are  of  the  most 
dangerous  sort;  they  appear  to  you  perfectly  conformaUe 
to  principles  of  Ihe  strictest  honour ;  nay,  they  come  re. 
eommttftded^'to  you  by  a  certain  eclat  and  dignity  with 
wlndi  they^seem  to  be  surrounded.  I  could  say  to  you, 
Becollect  yourself.  Be  not  misled  by  delusive  appearances. 
Conner  the  present  state  of  your  fortune,  and  the  state  in 
Which  your  mother  left  it.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  ^how 
gieatly  it  is  impaired.  How  has  this  circomstance  arisen? 
fibve  your  revenues  been  expended  in  the  service  of  your 
ttaltry  ?  Have  you  purdiased  any  thing  by  them  that  vnH 
fOifiBr  on  yod  lasting  renown  ?  Put  together  the  sum  of 
l^lliiis^  wMch,  piece  by  piece,  you  have  been  willing  to 
i^ptd  as  indifferent  and  innocent,  if  not  aa  graoe^  w^ 
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becoming.  You  cannot  but  be  struck  with  their  monstixiaB 
deformity^ .  Is  it  possible  that  you  can  be  ignorant  of  thjs 
nature  of  poverty  ?  There  is  such  a  thing  as  bonoorable 
poverty.  The  poverty  of  Cincinnatus  was  honourable,  wbo 
impoverished  himself  by  paying  the  fine  which  was  fac« 
tiously  imposed  on  his  son,  and  liien  was  contented  to  pass 
his  time  alternately  between  the  hi^^est  situations  and  the 
most  rigid  simplicity.  The  poverty  of  a  man  of  geniws^ 
such  as  Rabelais,  if  not  hcmourable,  is  interesting,  when  we 
compare  his  merits  and  worth  with  that  of  many  of  those 
persons  upon  whom  fortune  has  blindly  lavished  her  £b. 
Tours.  It  is  honourable,  if  he  have  declined  the  means  of 
enriching  himself  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  independence  and 
his  principles.  But  of  all  earthly  things  the  most  oon- 
t^nptible  is  the  man  who^  having  wasted  his  goods  in 
riotous  living,  yet  hungers  after  the  luxuries  that  have 
proved  his  bane,  and  feasts  himself  upon  the  steam  of 
dainties  of  which  he  has  lost  the  substance.  Poverty, 
always  sufficiently  disadvantageous  in  a  degenerate  age, 
where  attention  and  courtship  are  doled  forth  with  scales 
of  gold,  is  tremendous  to  him.  He  is  the  scorn  of  all  man- 
Idnd.  Wherever  he  is  a  guest,  he  is  invited  only  to  be 
trampled  upon  and  insulted.  He  is  capable  of  nothing, 
and  is  a  burden  to  society  and  mankind.  The  he^less- 
nesB  of  age  advances  upon  him  with  stealing  steps,  and  he 
is  destined  to  gather  all  its  miseries  and  none  of  its  con. 
solations. 

"  I  might  have  talked  to  you  thus,  but  I  refused  it.  I 
apprehend  something  of  the  nature  of  advice.  I  know  that 
it  can  seldom  be  attended  with  its  genuine  efiect,  and  will 
never  be  received  with  deference  and  pleasure,  where  its 
motives  are  capable  of  misconstruction.  If  I  had  talked  to 
you  thus,  I  might  have  appeared  to  be  indulging  the  ty» 
ranny  of  age ;  I  might  have  seemed  to  assume  an  unbe« 
coming  air  of  .superiority  and  conmiand :  it  coidd  not  have 
been  dear  that  I  was  honestly  interested  in  that,  about 
which  I  afiected  so  much  concern.  I  doubt  not  the  in. 
genuousness  of  your  nature.  I  doubt  not  that  you  would 
have  been  struck  with  the  picture.  But  I  must  be  per. 
mitted  to  doubt  ihe  adequate  and  lasting  effect  of  my  ex.. 
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^ostolation.  I  was  not  willing  by  my  forwardness  and 
loquacity  to  wear  out  one  of  the  great  springs  of  human 
improyement. 

'^  I  have  determined  on  your  reform.  For  that  purpose  I 
think  it  necessary  to  combine  my  remonstrances  and  «iyice, 
with  a  change  of  your  habits  and  situation.  You  have 
tteted  largely  of  what  are  commonly  called  the  pleasures  of 
life^  but  there  are  pleasures  that  you  have  not  tasted.  At 
(Ms  moment  you  anticipate  them ;  and  anticipate  them 
Willi  the  ardour  of  a  lover.  But  you  know  not  yet  all  the 
gratifications  that  attend  upon  domestic  affections. 

**  I  am  willing  to  bestow  upon  you  my  daughter.  I  con. 

sent  to  prove  the  purity  of  my  advice,  and  the  sincerity  of 

my  regard^  by  committing  her  happiness  to  the  risk.     She 

Is  a  treasure^  the  equal  of  which  perhaps  the  world  does  not 

hold.     I  speak  not  of  her  personal  attractions.    But  in  im. 

derstanding,  accomplishments^  and  virtue^  I  firmly  believe 

no  woman  living  can  compare  with  her.    In  possessing  her^ 

you  will  be  blessed  beyond  the  lot  of  princes.     But,  at  the 

same  time  that  I  shall  thus  put  happiness  within  your  grasp^ 

remember  that  I  commit  to  your  disposal  the  happiness  of 

Marguerite.     You  are  a  worthy  and  an  honourable  man  ; 

your  talents  and  your  virtues  will  constitute  her  felicity. 

Her  portion  will  redeem  tiie  injury  which  your  patrimony 

has  suffered  from  your  excesses,  and  you  will  have  enough 

for  yourselves,  and  f(»r  your  mutual  offspring.     I  cannot 

Believe  that,  with  such  a  deposit  intrusted  to  you,  you  will 

consent  to  bring  her  to  misery  and  ruin. 

"  I  have  one  condition,  however,  to  stipulate  with  you. 
I  require  of  you,  as  the  pledge  of  her  happiness,  that  yoii 
hteak  off  your  present  modes  of  life ;  that  you  separate 
yourself  from  your  connections,  and  retire  into  the  country 
upon  your  paternal  estate.  You  are  yet  too  young  to  be  in 
^bu^r  from  that  tyranny  of  custom,  which  often  renders 
nen  more  advanced  in  life  incapable  of  relishing  the  simple 
tnd  genuine  pleasures.  You  will  find  contentment  and 
joy  in  tiie  society  of  my  daughter,  and  in  the  bosom  of 
your  rising 'jBEunUy.  You  will  be  happy  in  the  circle  of 
yoor  own  heartii,  and  have  little  to  ask  of  die  rest  of  man-V 
H&d.     If^  in  any  ilLomened  and  inauspicioua  motaeivX.,\)!Ckft 
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aHurements  of  your  present  vioes  (forgive  the  plainness  of 
my  speech)  should  resume  their  power  over  you^  I  hope  at 
least  that  I  shall  never  live  to  see  it ;  that  I  shsfl  not  be 
taught  by  bitter  experience^  that  I  have  sacrificed  to  the 
disinterestedness  of  my  firiendship  the  happiness  of  my 
daughter  and  of  my  posterity  !'* 

My  heart  weeps  bloody  while  I  record  the  admonitions  of 
this  noble  and  generous  man.  A  nobler  France  did  not 
contain  through  all  her  boundaries.  Refined  by  literatore^ 
polished  by  the  best  society  his  age  could  affi>rd^  grovni 
grey  in  the  field  of  honour^  and  particularly  distinguished 
by  the  personal  attachment  and  confidence  of  his  sovereign. 
What  was  all  this  advice  to  me  ?  What  return  did  I  make 
to  this  imparalleled  kindness  and  friendship  ?  I  mined  this 
admirable  woman !  I  involved  her  in  poverty  and  shame ! 
With  the  most  savage  barbarity  I  prepared  for  her  an  im- 
mature grave !  Can  I  forget  tliis  ?  Of  what  avail  to  me  are 
immortal  life  and  immortal  youth  ?  Oh^  Marguerite^  Mar- 
guerite !  For  ever  thy  image  haunts  me !  For  ever  thy 
ghost  upbraids  me !  How  little  have  I  proved  myself  worthy 
of  such  a  partner !  Rather  what  pimishment^  what  plagues^ 
what  shame  and  detestation  have  I  not  deserved !  Praised 
be  Heaven^  the  last  prayer  of  the  Marquis  of  DamviUe  at 
least  was  granted !  He  did  not  live  to  witness  my  relapse^ 
my  profligacy^  and  insanity. 

I  resimie  the  thread  of  my  story. — I  listened  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Marqids  with  reverence  and  admiration.  I 
accepted  his  conditions  with  joy.  I  married  his  adorable 
daughter^  and  conducted  her  to  my  paternal  estate  in  the 
Bourdelois.  Now  only  it  was  that  I  tasted  of  perfect  hap- 
piness. To  judge  from  my  own  experience  in  this  dtoa- 
tion^  I  should  say^  that  nature  has  atoned  for  all  the  disasters 
and  miseries  she  so  copiously  and  incessantly  pours  upon 
her  sons/  by  this  one  gift,  the  transcendent  enjoyment  ^and 
nameless  delights  which^  wherever  the  heart  is  pure  and 
the  soul  is  refined^  wait  on  the  attachment  of  two  persons 
of  opposite  sexes.  My  beloved  Marguerite  guided  and 
directed  me^  at  the  same  time  that  she  was  ever  studying 
my  gratification.  I  instructed  her  by  my  experience^  while 
die  enlightened  me  by  the  rectitude  and  decision  of  her 
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taste.     Ours  was  a  sober  and  dignified  happiness,  and  its 
yery  sobriety  served  to  give  it  additional  voluptuousness. 
We  had  eadi  our  separate  pursuits^  whether  for  the  culti- 
vation of  our  minds^  or  the  promotion  of  our  mutual  in- 
te^rests.     Separation  gave  us  respectability  in  each  other's 
eyes^  while  it  prepared  us  to  enter  with  fresh  ardour  into 
society  and  conversation.     In  company  with  each  other, 
hours  passed  over  us,  and  appeared  but  minutes.     It  has 
been  said  to  be  a  peculiar  felicity  for  any  one  to  be  praised 
by  a  man  who  is  himself  eminently  a  subject  of  praise: 
how  much  happier  to  be  prized  and  loved  by  a  person 
worthy  of  love  ?   A  man  may  be  prized  and  valued  by  his 
friend  ;  but  in  how  diiSerent  a  style  of  sentiment  from  the 
regard  and  attachment  that  may  reign  in  the  bosom  of  his 
mistress  or  his  wife  ?  Self-complacency  and  self-satisfaction 
may  perhaps  be  numbered  among  the  principal  sources  of 
contentment.     It  is  necessary  for  him  who  would  endure 
existence  with  patience,  that  he  should  conceive  himself  to 
\ie  something, — that  he  should  be  persuaded  he  is  not  a 
cipher  in  the  muster-roll  of  man.     How  bittar  is  the  an- 
goish  we  are  sometimes  doomed  to  sustain  in  this  respect 
&om  the  marks  we  receive  of  other  men's  indifference  and 
contempt  ?  To  feel  that  we. are  loved  by  one  whose  love  we  . 
bave  deserved,  to  be  employed  in  the  mutual  interchange  of 
the  marks  of  this  love,  habitually  to  study  the  happiness 
oi  one  by  whom  our  happiness  is  studied  in  return,  this  is 
the  most  desirable,  as  it  is  the  genuine  and  unadulterated 
condition  of  human  nature.     I  must  have  some  one  to 
sympathise  with ;  I  cannot  bear  to  be  cut  off  from  all  re« 
lations :  I  desire  to  expe^ence  a  confidence,  a  concord,  an 
attachment,  that  cannot  rise  between  common  acquaintance. 
In  every  state  we  long  for  some  fond  bosom  on  which  to 
tsst  our  weary  head ;  some  speaking  eye  with  which  to  ex- 
<^uaige  the  glances  of  intelligence  and  afiectaon.    Then  the 
^  warms  and  expands  itself;  then  it  shuns  the  observ- 
J   itipn  of  every  other  beholder ;  then  it  melts  with  feelings 
iQJI  ^  ^^  inexpressible,  but  that  the  heart  understands  with- 
■  .I  <i||  the  aid  of  words;  then  the  eyes  swim  with  rapture; 
rA  m(^  the  frame  languishes  with  enjoyment;  then  the  soul 
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longer  two ;  distance  vanishes,  one  thought  animates,  one 
mind  infonns  them.  Thus  love  acts  ;  thus  it  is  ripened 
to  perfection ;  never  does  man  fed  hims^  so  much  alive, 
so  truly  etherial,  as  when,  bursting  the  bonds  of  diffidence, 
uncertainty  and  reserve,  he  pours  himsekf  entire  into  the 
bosom  of  die  woman  he  adores. 

Marguerite  de  DamviUe  was  particularly  distinguished 
horn  every  other  woman  I  ever  k^w  by  the  justness  of  her 
taste  and  the  vividness  of  her  feelings.     This  drcuAitaince 
was  a  fund  of  inexhaustible  delight  and  improvement  to 
me.     We  were  both  of  us  well  acquainted  with  the  most 
eminent  poets  and  fine  writers  of  modem  times.  But  when 
we  came  to  read  Aem  together,  they  ptesented  themselves 
in  a  point  of  view  in  which  they  had  never  been  seen  by  us 
before.     It  is,  perhaps,  more  important  that  poetry,  and 
every  thing  that  excites  the  imagination  or  appeals  to  the 
heart,  should  be  read  in  solitude,  than  in  society.     But  the 
true  way  to  understand  our  author  in  these  cases,  is  to  em- 
ploy each  of  these  modes  in  succession.     The  terriMe,  the 
majestic,  the  voluptuous  and  the  melting,  are  aU  of  them, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  affidrs  of  sympathy ;  and  we  never 
judge  of  them  so  infallibly,  or  widi  so  much  satisfaction, 
as  when,  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  the  em<^on  is 
Idndled  in  either  bosom  at  the  same  instant,  the  eye-benns, 
pregnant  with  sentiment  and  meaning,  involuntarily  meet 
and  mingle ;  the  voice  of  the  reader  becomes  modulated  by 
the  ideas  of  his  author,  and  that  of  the  hearer,  by  an  acci- 
dental inteijection  of  momentary  comment  or  applause, 
confesses  its  accord.     It  was  in  dus  manner  that  we  read 
together  the  admirable  sonnets  of  Petrarch,  and  passed  in 
review  the  sublime  effiisions  of  Dante.     The  letters  of 
£loisa  to  Abelard  afforded  us  singular  delight.  We  searched 
into  the  efiUsions  of  the  Troubadours,  and,  among  all  dieir 
absurdities  and  inequality,  we  found  a  wildness,  a  daring 
pouring  forth  of  the  soul,  an  unpruned  richness  of  imagin- 
ation, and,  from  time  to  time,  a  grandeur  x>f  conception  and 
audacious  eccentricity  of  thought,  that  filled  us  with  un- 
looked  for  transport.     At  other  times,  when  not  r^nlarly 
engaged  in  this  species  of  reading,  we  would  repeat  passages 
to  each  other,  communicate  the  discoveries  of  this  sort  that 
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dther  had  made  in  solitude^  and  point  out  unobserved  beau- 
ties^ that  perhaps  neither  of  us  would  have  remarked^  but 
for  the  suggestions  of  the  other.  It  is  impossible  for  two 
persons  to  be  constituted  so  much  alike^  but  that  one  of 
them  should  have  a  more  genuine  and  instantaneous  relish 
for  one  sort  of  excellence^  and  another  for  another.  Thus 
we  added  to  each  other's  stores^  and  acquired  a  largeness  of 
eoncepdon  and  liberality  of  judgment  that  neither  of  us 
would  have  arrived  at  if  separate.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
how  prolific  this  kind  of  amusement  proved  of  true  happi- 
ness*  We  were  mutually  delighted  to  ^remark  the  accord 
of  onr  feelings^  and  still  more  so^  as  we  perceived  that 
accord  to  be  hourly  increasing, 'and  what  struck  either  as  a 
blemish  in  the  other^  wearing  out  and  disappearing.  We 
were  also  led  by  the  same  means  to  advert  to  the  powers  of 
mind  existing  in  each^  the  rectitude  of  judgment  and  deli. 
cacy  of  feeling.  As  our  attachment  hourly  increased^  we 
rcrjoiced  in  this  reciprocation  of  benefits^  wMe  each  gave  or 
iticeiyed  something  that  added  to  value  of  mind  and  worth 
of  character.  Mutual  esteem  was  incessantly  kept  alive^ 
and  mutual  esteem  is  the  only  substantial  basis  of  love. 
Each  of  us  hourly  blessed  our  common  lot^  while  each  be- 
lieved it  impracticable  elsewhere  to  have  found  so  much 
worth  blended  with  so  much  sweetness. 

But  we  did  not  confine  ourselves  to  the  library  and  fire- 
side. We  walked^  we  rode,  we  travelled  together ;  we  ob- 
served together  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  system  of 
the  universe ;  we  traversed  many  provinces  of  France,  and 
some  parts  of  Italy  and  Spain  ;  we  examined  the  characters 
of  mankind,  as  they  are  modified  by  the  varieties  of  natural 
descent,  or  the  diversities  of  poUtical  government  In  all 
this  we  found  peculiar  gratification.  There  is  something 
in  the  scent  and  impression  of  a  balmy  atmosphere,  in  the 
histre  of  sunshine,  in  the  azure  heaven  and  the  purple 
ckmds,  in  the  opening  of  prospects  on  this  side  and  on  that, 
in  the  contemplation  of  verdure  and  fertility,  and  industry  /. 
and  simplicity  and  cheerfulness,  in  all  their  variations,  in  **f, 
the  very  act  and  exercise  of  travelling,  pecnliariy  congenial 
to  the  human  frame.  It  expands  the  heart,  it  makes  the 
spirit  dance,  and  exquisitdy  disposes  us  for  social  enjoy- 
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ment  The  mind  becomes  more  devated  and  refined,  it 
assumes  a  microscopical  and  unwonted  sensibility ;  it  feels 
things  which^  in  ordinary  moments,  are  unheeded  and  un- 
known ;  it  enjoys  things  too  evanescent  for  a  name,  and  too 
minute  to  be  arrested ;  it  trembles  with  pleasure  througli 
every  fibre  and  every  articulation. 

One  thing  is  necessary  to  be  mentioned  in  this  placse, 
though,  while  it  adds  to  &e  fidelity  of  dehneation,  I  axa 
aware  it  breaks  the  tone  of  feeling,  and  the  harmony   of 
the  picture.     But  it  is  not  my  intention  in  this  history  to 
pass  myself  for  better  than  I  am.    I  have  laid  down  to  nay- 
self  the  sacred  maxim  of  absolute  truth  and  impartiality.      I 
must  confess,  therefore,  with  whatever  anguish,  my  extreme 
inferiority  to  my  incomparable  partner.     SJie  had  all  the 
simplicity  of  genuine  taste.     The  more  she  delivered  her- 
self up  to  nature,  the  greater  was  her  content.     All  super- 
fluous appendages  and  show  appeared  to  her  as  so  many 
obstacles  to  enjoyment.     She  derived  her  happiness  from 
the  tone  of  her  own  mind,  and  stood  in  no  need  of  the  gap- 
ing admiration  and  stupid  wonder  of  others  to  make  her 
feel  herself  happy.     But  I  retained  the  original  vice  of  my 
mind.      The  gestures  of  worship  and  the  voice  of  applause 
were  necessary  tp  me.   I  did  not  suffice  to  myself.  I  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  tranquil  and  inglorious  fruition  of  genuine 
pleasures,  forgetting  die  vain  and  anxious  tumult  of  the 
world,  and  forgotten  by  those  who  figured  on  its  theatre. 
It  may  be,  that  Marguerite  could,  and  ought,  by  insensible 
degrees,  to  have  rooted  out  this  disease  of  my  mind.     But 
I  am  concerned  only  with  the  statement  of  facts ;  and  I 
know  that  no  such  thing  was  the  effect  of  our  intercourse. 
This  absurd  passion  did  not,  however,  at  this  time,  lead 
me  to  any  fatal  extremities.     It  contented  itself  with  the 
frivolous  gratification  resulting  from  a  certain  portion  of 
ostentation  and  expense.    I  maintained  a  considerable  train 
of  servants :  my  apartments  were  magnificent,  and  my  fur- 
niture splendid.     When  we  travelled,  it  was  with  m  ^ 
tendance  little  short  of  princely.  '  Idiot  that  I  was,  to 
regard  this  as  an  addition  to  the  genuine  pleasures  which  I 
have  above  enumerated !     When  we  were  at  home,  every 
accidental  guest  was  received  and  entertained  with  extia- 
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ordinaiy  pomp^  a'  pomp  not  directed  to  add  to  his  accom- 
modation^ tmt  that  was  designed  to  leave  him  impressed 
with  astonishment  and  admiration  at  the  spirit  of  his  host. 
Often^  indeed^  did  I  feel  this  ostentation  an  enenmhrance : 
often  did  I  languish  for  the  ease  and  freedom  which  result 
from  a  mediocrity  of  circumstances.  But  this  I  called^ 
doing  honour  to  my  ancestors  and  my  country,  and  yindi. 
eating  the  consideration  due  to  the  house  of  St.  Leon. 

To  quit  this  painful  recollection. — A  circumstance  which 
tended  at  this  time  to  fill  the  measure  of  my  happiness, 
consisted  in  the  dear  pledges  which  Marguerite  hore  me  of 
our  mutual  affection.  It  is  impossihle  for  him  who  has  not 
experienced  it,  to  conceive  the  accumulation  which  a  ge- 
nuine tenderness  derives  from  this  source.  The  difficulties 
are  many  that  attend  upon  pregnancy ;  trifles  are  at  that 
period  sources  of  fatigue  and  injury ;  it  is  necessary  that 
the  person  should  l)e  protected,  and  the  mind  tranquil.  We 
love  to  watch  over  a  dehcate  plant,  that  appears  to  call  for 
all  our  anxiety  and  attention.  There  is  in  this  case  the 
sentiment^  without  the  repulsive  circumstances  that  attends 
upon  our  sympathy  with  a  dangerous  and  alarming  disease. 
Marguerite,  hy  her  sensihility  and  growing  attachment, 
ahundantly  rewarded  my  cares.  At  length  the  critical  pe- 
riod arrives,  when  an  event  so  extraordinary  occurs,  as  can- 
not fail  to  put  the  human  frame  in  considerahle  jeopardy. 
Never  shall  I  forget  the  interview  hetween  us  immeidiately 
subsequent  to  her  first  parturition,  the  effusion  of  soul  with 
which  we  met  each  other  after  all  danger  seemed  to  have 
subsided,  the  kindness  which  animated  us,  increased  as  it 
was  by  ideas  of  peril  and  suffbring,  the  sacred  sensation 
with  which  the  mother  presented  her  infant  to  her  husband, 
or  the  complacency  with  which  we  read  in  each  other's  eyes 
a  common  sentiment  of  melting  tenderness  and  inviolable 
attachment ! 

This,  she  seemed  to  say,  is  the  joint  result  of  our  com- 
mon affection.  It  partakes  equally  of  both,  and  is  the 
shrine  in  which  our  sympathies  and  our  life  have  been 
poured  together,  never  to  be  separated.  Let  other  lovers 
testify  their  engagements  by  presents  and  tokens ;  we  re- 
cord and  stamp  our  attachment  in  this  precious  creature^  a 
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creature  of  that  species  which  is  more  admirable  than  any 
thing  else  the  world  has  to  boast^  a  creature  susceptible  d 
pleasure  and  pain^  of  affection  and  love^  of  sentiment  imd 
iancy^  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  This  creature  will  daSf 
Stand  in  need  of  an  aid  we  shall  delight  to  afford ;  wiU  re- 
quire our  meditations  and  exertions  to  forward  its  im- 
provement^ and  confirm  its  merits  and  its  worth.  We  shall 
each  blend  our  exertions^  for  that  purpose^  and  our  union, 
confirmed  by  this  common  object  of  our  labour  and  afiection, 
will  every  day  become  more  sacred  and  indissoluble. — AH 
this  the  present  weakness  of  my  beloved  Marguerite  would 
not  allow  her  to  say.  But  all  this  occurred  to  my  re- 
flections ;  and^  when  we  had  time  tranquilly  to  compare 
our  recollection  of  the  event,  it  plainly  appeared  that  in  all 
this  our  hearts  and  conceptions  had  most  truly  sympathised. 

The  possessing  a  third  object,  a  common  centre  of  anxiety 
to  both,  is  far  from  weakening  the  regard  of  such  a  couple 
for  each  other.  It  does  not  separate  or  divert  them ;  it  is 
a  new  link  of  connection.  Each  is  attached  to  it  the  more 
for  the  sake  of  either ;  each  regards  it  as  a  sort  of  branch 
pr  scion,  representing  the  parent;  each  rejoices  in  its 
health,  its  good  humour,  its  smiles,  its  increase  in  size,  in 
strength,  and  in  faculties,  principally  from  the  idea  of  tiie 
gratification  they  will  communicate  to  the  other.  Were  it 
not  for  this  idea,  were  it  possible  the  pleasure  should  not 
be  mutual,  the  sentiment  would  be  stripped  of  its  principal 
elevation  and  refinement ;  it  would  be  comparatively  cold, 
selfish,  solitary,  and  inane. 

In  the  first  ten  years  of  our  marriage  my  wife  brought 
me  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  The^econd 
son  only  died  in  his  infancy.  My  predominant  passion  at 
this  time  was  that  of  domestic  pleasures  and  employments; 
and  I  devoted  myself,  jointly  with  the  mother,  to  tihe  cal- 
tivation  of  the  minds  of  my  children.  They  all  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  rewarded  our  care ;  they  were  all  amiable. 
Taught  by  the  example  of  their  parents,  they  lived  in  un- 
common harmony  and  affection.  Charles,  the  eldest,  was 
a  lad  of  a  bold  and  active  disposition ;  but  the  sentiments 
of  virtue  and  honour  that  were  in^sed  into  him,  both  by 
Marguerite  and  myself,  found  a  favourable  reception,  sxA 
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promised  to  raider  those  qualities,  which,  if  left  to  them, 
selves,  might  have  heen  turbulent  and  dangerous,  productive 
of  the  happiest  consequences.     Julia,  his  eldest  sister,  was 
uncommonly  mild  and  affectionate,  alive  to  the  slightest 
variations  of   treatment,  profoundly   depressed  by  every 
mark  of  unkindness,   but  exquisit^y  sensible  to  demon.^ 
strations  of  sympathy  and  attachment.     She  appeared  Httle 
formed  to  struggle  with  the  difficulties  of  life  and  the  frowns 
of  the  world ;   but,  in  periods  of  quietness  and  tranquillity 
nothing  could  exceed  the  sweetness  of  bar  character  and 
the  fascination  of  her  manners.    Her  chief  attachment  was 
to  her  mother,  though  she  was  by  no  means  capable  of  her 
mother's  active  beneficence  and  heroic  fortitude.     Louisa, 
the  second  daughter,  resembled  her  mother  in  person,  and 
promised  to  resemble  her  in  character.     Marguerite,  the 
youngest,  differed  from  the  whole  family,  in  the  playfulness 
and  frolic  of  her  disposition.     Her  vivacity  was  inexhaust- 
ible,   and   was   continually  displaying  itself  in  innocent 
tricks,  and  smart,  unexpected  sallies.     Nothing  could  pos- 
sibly be  more  ingenuous  than  this  admirable  infant ;   no- 
thing more  kind,  considerate,  and  enthusiastic  in  her  tender- 
ness and  grief,  when  an  occasion  occurred  to  call  forth 
these  sentiments.    But  the  moment  the  sorrowfid  occasion 
was  over,  she  would  resume  all  her  vivacity;   and  even 
sometimes,  'in  the  midst  of  her  tears,  some  trait  of  her 
native  humour  would  escape.     I  know  not  whether  all  the 
family  were  not  more  attached  to  the  little  Marguerite  lliaa 
to  any  other  individual  member,  as  she  certainly  oftenest 
contributed  to  their  amusement  and  pleasure.  —  Such  was 
the  amiable  circle,  one  and  all  of  whom  have  been  involved 
by  me  in  the  most  tremendous  ruin  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Chables  was  now  nine  years  of  age.  His  mother  and 
myself  had  delighted  ourselves  with  observing  and  forward- 
ing the  opening  of  his  infant  mind,  and  had  hitherto  been 
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contented  with  tlie.  tMiBtanoe  of  a  neig^boaring  priest  by 
way  of  preceptor.     But^  as  he  was  our  only  son^  fre  were 
desirous  that  he  should  obtain  every  advantage  o£  educa- 
tion. We  were  neither  of  us  illiterate ;  but^  in  the  oourse  of 
twenty-three  years^  which  had  elapsed  since  I  was  mys^  of 
Charles's  age^  the  progress  of  literature  and  the  literai7 
passion  in  Europe  had  been  astonishingly  greats  and  I  was 
anxious  that  he  should  realise  in  his  own  person  every 
benefit  which  the  fortunate  and  illustrious  period  of  Imman 
affiurs  in  which  he  began  to  exist  seemed  to  hold  out  to 
him.    Beside^  there  was  an  impetuosity  and  forwardness  in 
his  character^  that  seemed  ill  to  brook  the  profound  soli, 
tude  and  retirement  in  which  his  mother  and  I  were  con- 
tented to  live.     His  case  demanded  companions  of  his  own 
age^  a  little  world  of  fellow-beings,  with  whom  he  maif^t 
engage  in  their  petty  business  and  cares^  with  whose  pas- 
sions his  own  might  jostle  or  might  sympathise^  who  ni%ht 
kindle  his  emulation,  and  open  to  him  the  field  of  frat^nal 
associations  and  amity. 

There  was,  however,  a  considerable  difficulty  attendant 
on  this  question.     The  schools  of  real  literature  in  France, 
where  languages  were  properly  taught,  and  sdenee  might 
be  acquired,   were  at  this  time  exceedingly  few.     The 
nearest  university  was  that  of  Toulouse,  at  the  distance  of 
twenty-six  leagues.     This  was,. practically  speakings  as  far 
from  us  as  Paris  itself.     Was  then  our  darling  child  to  be 
torn  from  his  parents,  from  aU  he  was  accustomed  to  see, 
and  all  by  whom  he  was  loved,  to  be  planted  in  the  midst 
of  strangers,  to  have  his  mind  excited  to  observation,  and 
the   spirit  of  generous  contention  roused,  at  the  risk  of 
suppressing  the  tender  affections  of  his  soul,  and  the  senti- 
ments  of  duty,  reliance,  and  love  ?    There  seemed,  however, 
to  be  no  alternative.     It  was 'necessary  that  a  temporary 
separation  should  take  place.   Intellectual  improvement  was 
a  point  by  all  means  to  be  pursued ;   and  we  must  direct 
our  efforts  to  keep  alive  along  with  it  those  winning  qua- 
lities, and  that  softness  of  heart,  which  had  hitherto  ren« 
dered  Charles  so  eminently  our  ddi^t     Such  were  oar 
fond  speculations  and  projects  for  the  future. 

It  was  at  length  determined  that  I  diould  proceed  along 
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with  him  to  Paris.  I. could  there  observe  upon  the  spot 
die  state  of  the  muvetsity^  and  the  means  of  learning  ^at 
existed  in  the  metropolis ;  and  conld  consult  with  some  of 
those  eminent  luminaries  with  whom  I  had  become  ac- 
quainted at  the  house  of  the  Marquis  de  DamviUe.  Mar- 
guerite dedined  accompanying  me  upon  this  occasion.  Her 
father  was  deAd:  she  could  not  think  of  quitting  her  daugh- 
ters for  any  considerable  time ;  and  our  nuptial  engagement 
of  residing  always  in  the  country  gave  her  a  repugnance  to 
the  removing  with  her  whole  family  to  Paris.  It  was  left 
probable  that  she  might  come  to  me  when  the  business  was 
settled^  if  at  that  time  it  was  determined  to  leave  her  son  at 
the  capital ;  and  that  she  might  then  reconduct  me  to  the 
place^  which  had  been  the  scene  of  all  my  happiness^  but 
wMcli  I  was  destined  never  to  revisit  in  peace. 

Preliminaries  being  at  length  fully  adjusted  in  the  man- 
ner that  appeared  suitable  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion^ 
I  set  off  for  the  metropolis  of  my'country^  which  I  had  seen 
only  once^  and  that  for  a  very  short  period^  in  the  course 
of  ten  years.     That  visit  had  been  produced  by  a  very  me- 
lancholy drcmnstance^  the  death  of  the  Marquis  de  Dam- 
viUe.    Mai^mte  and  myself  had  then  been  simimoned, 
and  arrived  at  his  hotel  but  a  few  days  before  he  expired. 
Though  extremely  weakened  by  the  mortal  disease  under 
whidi  he  laboured^  he  retidned  all  the  faculties  of  his  mindj 
and  conversed  with  us  in  the  most  affectionate  and  endear- 
ing terras.     He  congratulated  us  upon  our  mutual  felicity; 
nor  could  the  situation  in  which  we  found  him^  upon  the 
brink  of  an  everlasting  oblivion  of  all  earthly  things^  abate 
the  sincerity  and  jBervour  of  his  delight.     He  thanked  me 
for  my  carriage  and  conduct  as  a  husband^  which^  he  said^ 
might  with  propriety  be  held  up  as  a  model  to  the  human 
spedes.     He  applauded  himself  for  that  mingled  discern- 
ment and  determination^  which,  as  he   affirmed,  had  so 
opportunely  secured  my  virtue  and  his  daughter's  happiness. 
He  trusted  that  I  was  now  sufficiently  weaned  from  those 
habits  which  had  formerly  given  him  so  much  alarm.     At 
the  same  time  he  conjured  me,  by  every  motive  that  an 
overflowing  enthusiasm  coidd  suggest,  to  persist  in  my  good 
xesolntions^  and  never  to  change  that  residence,  where  I 
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had  found  enery  degree  of  ddig^t  of  which  »^  hmnap 
mind  is  in  its  present  condition  sosceptibk.  ''  Do  <vM>T  '^^^ 
he,  ''he  drawn  aside  by  ambition;  do  not  b^  '^w\^,  hf  the 
glitter  of  idle  pomp  and  decoration;  do  not  ^nteK^tjie  ze« 
motest  circle  of  the  vortex  of  dissipation  i  Ifive  io  the 
midst  of  your  family;  cultivate  domestic  a^ection;  he  the 
solace  and  joy  of  your  wife;  watch  for  the  ]^i^st9sA  .jtatd 
future  welfare  of  your  children;  and  be  assured  ^^  you 
will  then  be  found  no  contemptible  or  unbeneficial  ^ou^bec 
of  the  community  at  large  1" 

Such  were  the  last  advices  of  (he  Marquis  de  J^w^i^l^ 
£xceUent  man!  how  ill  wece  your  lessons  rymi'inl|8ml  { 
how  ill  your,  kindness  remunerated !  .He  died  in  the.fixtb 
year  of  our  marriage*  The  serious  impression  which;  this 
event  produced  in  my  mind  gave  me  small  incliaat^OB.  lo 
enter  into  any  species  of  society^  and  disposed. ijoip.to^  quit 
Paris  as  soon  as  every  respect  had  been  paid  to  the  obae- 
quies  of  the  deceased.       * 

Upon  my  lurival  in  the  metropolis  on  the  present  occ^ 
siouj  I  immediately  sought  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with 
those  amiable  and  eminent  persons^  who  had  £ox  the  naost 
part  constituted  the  circle  of  the  Marquis  de  Qamville. 
They  received  me  with  that  interest  and  attention   tbmt  I 
Jiave  usually  found  attendant  on  a  cultivated  mind.     The 
pleasure  was  considerable^  that  resulted  from  meeting  them 
ihus  again^  after  ten  years'  cessation  of  intercourse,  A  few 
of  tbem^  indeed^  were  dead^  and  others  dispersed  by  Taiious 
accidents  in  different  parts  of  France  or  of  £urope.     The 
greater  part^  however^  X  still  found  in  that  celebrated  4ty> 
which  might  well  be  considered  as  the  metropolis  of  the 
civilised  world.    The  jking  had  early  been  distinguished  by 
bis  love  of  letters  amd  the  arts ;  and  added  years,  whUf 
they  abated  inhis  mind  the  eagemeas^f  ambiticm  and^gUry^ 
gave  new  strength  to  his  more  cultivated  propensities.   The 
hberality  of  h^s  conduct,  and  the  polished  ease  that  ^la- 
racterised  his>  manners,  produced  a  general  pi^dilection  in 
favour  of  t)if  capital  in  which  he  resided. 

I  found  all. my  fop^o^r  friends  matured  and  improved  % 
the  silent  influence  of  time.  Their  knowledge  was  in* 
creased ;  their  'Views  rendered  wider ;  their  conversation 
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was  more  amusing  and  instructive^  their  manners  more 
biand  and  unaffected.     But^  if  their  characters  had  experi. 
enoed  revolution,  mine  was  more  materially  changed.     I 
had  before  encountered  them  with  all  the  heat  and  pre- 
sumption of  youth,  with  no  views  so  mudi  present  to  my 
mind  as  those  of  chivalry  and  a  factitious  honour,  with  no 
eiq>erience  but  that  of  a  camp.     I  was  impetuous,  volatile, 
and  dissipated.    I  had  not  rested  long  enough  upon  any  one 
of  the  flowers  of  intellect  to  extract  its  honey;  and  my 
mind  was  kept  in  a  state  of  preternatural  agitation  by  the 
passions  of  a  gamester.    It  was  now  become  cool,  moderate, 
atid  tranquil.     The  society  of  Marguerite  had  contributed 
mudi  to  the  improvement  of  my  character ;  I  had  lived  in 
iK>  idle  and  brutish  solitude,  but  in  the  midst  of  contem- 
plation and  letters ;  and  I  had  the  passions  of  a  husband 
and  a  father,  in  the  extremest  degree  attached  to  his  family. 
These  passions  wiU  be  found,  perhaps,  to  be  the  true  school 
of  humanity:  &e  man,  whose  situation  continually  exercises 
in  him  the  softest  and  most  amiable  charities  of  our  nature, 
will  almost  infallibly  surpass  his  brethren  in  kindness  to 
sympathise  with,  and  promptness  to  relieve,  the  distresses 
of  others. 

Will  it  be  accounted  strange  that,  in  Paris,  surrounded 
by  persons  of  various  knowledge  and  liberal  benevolence,  I 
fbund  myself  under  the  influence  of  other  feelings,  than  asiy 
I  had  lately  experienced  ?  I  was  like  a  man  who  had  suf- 
fered long  calamity  in  a  famished  vessel  or  a  town  besieged, 
fiid  is  immediately  after  introduced  into  the  midst  of  luxury, 
to  a  table  loaded  with  the  most  costly  ^dainties.  Every  viand 
has  to  his  apprehension  an  exquisite  relish,  and  every  wine 
a  delicious  flavour,  that  he  never  perceived  in  them  before. 
Let  no  one  infer  that  my  love  for  Marguerite  was  dimi« 
ni^ed;  it  has  already  sufficiently  appeared  in  the  course  of 
my  narrative,  that  no  happiness  could  be  more  consummate 
than  mine  was  with  this  admirable  woman.  Had  I  been 
aiQed  upon  to  choose  for  the  seat  of  my  future  life,  between 
my  paternal  chateau  in  the  Bordelois,  with  Marguerite  to 
fgkiee  my  abode,  on  the  one  hand;  and  all  the  gratifications 
iNtt  Paris  could  afford,  on  the  other,  I  should  not  have 
ki^tated  even  for  an  instant.     But  the  rokid  oi  m^u  \% 
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made  capacious  of  various  pleasures;  and  a  perspn  of  sound 
and  uncorrupted  judgment  will  perhaps  always  enjoy  wilh 
emotion  the  delights  which  for  a  long  time, before  he  had 
not  encountered^  however  enviable  his  content  may  l^ye 
been  under  their,  absence.  I  delighted  to  ^oon verse  with 
the  men  of  genius  and  refinement  with  whom  Paris  a,tiia$ 
time  abounded.  It  was  a  feast  of  soul  of  which  X  had 
rarely  partaken  in  my  rural  retreat.  I  delight^  to  <:pm}up^ 
excellence  with  number^  and^  to  a  consid^al^e  d^;ree  a$ 
leasts  variety  of  intercourse  with  sentiments  qf  regard  ai^ 
friendship.  In  these  select  societies  I  foun4  ilP  cold  sup? 
pressions  and  reserve.  Their  members  weiie  brethren  ia 
disposition^  similar  in  their  pursuits^  and  congenial  in  their 
sentiments.  When  any  one  spoke^  it  was  that  the  per^ 
to  whom  he  addressed  himself  might  apprel^^d  what  WW 
passing  in  his  thoughts.  They  participated  ^wi^  ^peerity 
and  a  liberal  mind  in  each  other's  feelings^  n^Ji^ther  of  gay 
delight  or  melancholy  disappointment. 

Thus  situated,  I  forgot  for  a  time  my  eng^opoenta  ^tb 
Marguerite.  The  scenes  of  St.  Lepn^  its  fields^  i[ti^  )![r^l]i;s> 
its  woods  and  its  streams^  faded  from  my  mind.  I  forg9( 
the  pleasure  with  which  I  had  viewed  my  children  ^ortiog 
on  the  green,  and  the  delicious,  rural  suppers  whidi  X  hsd 
so  often  partaken  with  my  wife  beneath  my  vines  and  jny 
fig-trees  at  the  period  of  the  setting  sun.  Wh^n  I  set  out 
for  Paris,  these  images  had  dwelt  upon  my  n)iQ<|)  and  sad- 
dened my  fancy.  At  every  stage  I  felt  mypcjf  ^  remoired 
still  further  from  the  scene  where  my  treasures  and  my 
affections  were  deposited-  But,  shortly  after,  new  scenes 
and  new  employnients  engaged  my  thoughts.  The  plea- 
sures which  I  sought  but  weakly  at  first,  every  time  they 
were  tasted  increased  my  partiality  for  them.  I  seemed  for 
a  time  to  be  under  the  influence  of  an  oblivion  of  my  former 
life.  Thus  circumstanced,  the  folly  which  had  so  deep  a 
root  in  my  character,  took  hold  of  me.  I  hired  a  magni- 
ficent hotel,  and  entertained  at  my  own  expense, those  petf 
sons  in  whose  society  I  principally  delighted.  My  cirdfces 
became  more  numerous  than  those  of  the  Marqms  de  Dam"* 
ville,  and  were  conducted  in  a  very  different  style  of  splen- 
dour and  profusion.    I  corresponded  with  Marguerite ;  but 
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i  oontiiniany  found  some  new  pretext  for  lengthening  my 
stay ;  and  she  on  her  part^  though  the  kindest  and  most 
indti^ent  of  women^  hecame  seriously  alarmed  and  un. 
happy. 

-  As  my  parties  were  more  numerous  than  those  of  the 
Marquis  de  Damville  had  been^  they  were  more  mixed. 
Aatortg  others^  I  occasionally  associated  with  some  of  those 
noMetnan  who  had  been  the  companions  of  my  former  dis- 
sipatidn  and  gaming.  An  obvious  consequence  resulted 
ftojn  this.  Parties  of  play  were  occasiondly  proposed  to 
me.  I  resisted  —  I  yielded.  My  first  compliances  were 
timid^  hesitating^  and  painful.  I  recollected  the  lessons 
snd  exhortadons  of  my  excellent  father-in.law.  At  lengthy 
however,  my  alarms  abated.  I  reproached  myself  with  the 
want  of  an  honourable  confidence  in  my  own  firmness,  and 
the  ^xywardiee  of  supposing  that  I  was  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  (^Erection  of  my  conduct. 

One  evening  I  ventured  beyond  the  cautious  limits  I  had 

at  first  prescribed  myself,  and  won  a  considerable  sum. 

This  incident  produced  a  strong  impression  upon  me,  and 

^ed  my  mind- with  tumult  and  agitation.     There  was  a 

seo:^  that  I  had  concealed  almost  from  myself,  but  which 

now  teciirred  to  me  with  tenfold  violence.     I  was  living 

faeyofid  the  means  I  had  to  discharge  my  expenses.     My 

prop^nsi^y  of  this  sort  seemed  to  be  fatal  and  irresistible. 

My  marriage  with  Marguerite  had  occurred  opportunely,  to 

heal  fhe  breaches  I  had  at  that  time  made  in  my  fortune, 

and  to  take  from  me  the  consciousness  of  embarrassments 

which  I  should  otherwise  have  deeply  Mi,     The  death  of 

the  Marquis,  however  deplorable  in  other  respects,  happened 

at  a  period  when  the  spirit  of  provision  and  magnificence 

which  characterised  me  had  again  involved  my  afikirs  in 

considerable  difficulty.    It  might  be  supposed  that  these  two 

cases  of  eXp^ence  would  have  sufficed  to  extirpate  my 

folly;  but  they  had  rather  the  contrary  effect.     In  each  of 

them  tilie  event  Was  sttch  as  to  prevent  extravagance  and 

thimghtleiSsnesS  from  producing  their  genuine  results ;  and^ 

of  consequence,  they  appeared  less  criminal  and  mischievoua 

inmy  eyes 'than' otherwise  they  probably  would  have  ap^ 

P^ed.  ^^I.  l?a^er  Increased  than  diminished  my  e«ftBt!c^^^ 
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menrt  upon  ib»  difatli  «f  my  Mker^An^m.  I  *bad,  n^' nIU 
■onable  protpect  of  any  property  hev^afto  to  descend  t6  mi^ 
that  thottld  exonerate  me  from  -^  cod8e4tiei>eeB  of  fiuito 
prodigality.  But  I  did  not  advert  to  tlue.  I^wuiy^ 
surrounded  by  my  children  <;  they  were  the  delight  and  fiKVw 
Itee  of  my  life ;  and  yet  I  was  heedless^  of  tlieir  uiteresnyL 
Sometimes  I  resolved  upon  amorer^id  econdmr^ :  ixifi. 
economy  is  a  principle  that  does  not  eai^y  lay  boldof  J^)| 
but  a  heart  firMsed  to  receive  it.  It  is  a  blusiness  Of  attdfl^ 
tive  and  vigilant  detail.  It  easily  escapes  the  tnindy  amtdsCi 
the  impetuosity  of  die  pa^sions^  ^  obstinacy  of  i^o6ted 
pffopem titles^  And  tike  seduction  of  lon^  estsbltshed  hniblt^: 
Mwtgmiitte,  indeed^  did  not  share  witii  mein  ^ese  foXSieBf 
^  simplicity  and  ingenuQusness  of  her  mind^wer&sud^y 
that  she  woiid  have  been  as  hi^py  in  a  cotta|^e  as  a  pafe4^^ 
but^  though  she  did  not  partake  my  vices],  anllLjud^ 
fbrbearance  aitd  tenderness  lor  my  iS^tfigs  didnot  p&ftkU 
her  eff^ttially  fo  oountenw^t  tfaemw  This  i8>  p^h»ps>  ^ 
only  defect  of  diaracter  I  am  able  to  invpule  to  he».  ^  \-^ 
Aiter  I  had  won  the  sum  to  which  I  have  allttdedy  P 
retired  to  my  hotel  full  of  anxious  thoughts^  II  produt^' 
upon  me,  in  some  d^ee^  the  same  effect  as  ol^iiarily  be- 
longs to  a  great  calamity.  I  layall  nl^f  sk^^ss  an^ 
disturbed.  Ruin  and  despair  presented  themselves  tO  m]^ 
mind  in  a  thousand  fbrms.  Heecttess  preid^gafoy  asid  dl^ 
lapidated  revenues  passed  in  review  befi^eme^  I  ^untdt 
the  years  of  my  life.  I  had  completed  iMe  ihiirty-s^&d; 
year  of  my  age:  this  was  wistcelj  half  the  probable dui-atidii 
of  human  existence*  How  was  I  to  snppott  the  remfainlB^ 
period^  a  period  litde  assorted  to  difficulties^  and  top«dients| 
and  which^  in  the  close  of  it^  seems  impiously  to  eail  ^ 
every  indulgence?  Hitherto>  aft  interval  of  four  or  fiW 
years  had  repeatedly  .sufficed  to  involve  me  in  saiious  em.^ 
barrassment  My  children  w»e  groi^ng  up  abound  me; 
my  family  was  likely  to  become  stiU  larger ;  as  my  ofiliprin^ 
increased  in  years^  their  demands  upon  my  revenues  wodd 
be  more  consid^able.  Were  these  demands  to  be  slighted  ^ 
Were  my  daughters,  nay,  was  the  heir  of  tny  rank  and  mf 
name,  to  be  committed  to  the  compassion  of  the  worldj 
unprovided  and  forlorn?  What  a  cheerless  prospect !  What 
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ft^lo^mj  imd  diseenaolatfr  liift^  did  tiiene  idess  spread  upon 
AfM^  Iv|qir9>^^ii^udi'tlie  healtk^f:  tht  l^xawampad  requires 
^ibn^  gUd^rwitkthe  betois  of  liopeimd  expeictsU^  P  I 
l^va^eti^y  itried  thei  ^^ledknt  of  ^cdnomf ;  sfod  I  had 
Qiofoival^iiOt^d.  ihi»  iaesditiable  and .  tmljr  sheet*aiicbor  of 
I^yi^ffM  glidij^grfWm  i^^  poidd;l:pioimfle 

ini^;t^,l)e^i^  iiudeiB^  in^  ^ture  ?  Ther«  atsemad  to  be  jooie- 
^IMl^  ib^lQ^  hil>itd^  wbetJi^ 'Of  inatteto^on^  ost^tatioiii  or 
umm»inte^mi^ih^ttM9i^  the  stnmgest  niotiyes  il^  iwhidb 
p«ll9ifl90ifgriiaii4lrugajUty  can  be  etifoxoe^ 
O^Apdido1iheae^th«liighte  importattately  reciur  to  me  in 
t|^(pif0sti^lM«(t(}e9ii<r  /Hiey  w«:e  the  sdj^^tioBi  of  a  ma- 
lip^Kl^  l^^ii^i-*7rth<Nlg^t8i  Uiedeat^ati<>n  of  which  was 
p[^lmdm^inUif9f  gulf  of  Boiaery  and  guilt  I    While  I  was 
gq^^<HV  iQp%fegiii2ae  ^^alft  of  e^pexkae^  while  I  was.aooop^ 
i^.  [thft  mim  iton  waa  i  to;  awatiow  me  and  «iy  ho^es  to- 
9flim^^^i^i0^mii M  l^e^lkeae  iw^o^onar'at  bay, /Ii^w 
thit  li^^iAnfejlf^^lh "ttn  uoiex^9ted  pieoe  ol  good  fdlrlune^ 
they  ruQiy^UP^ft^K^mibiitiresiatibleiidi^eQte.  Unfortunate 
(pmi^n9ehMi$etfkhir-rr*Tsii^&r  let  me)aay|,ig!uilty^,al»n- 
,.,djLa  <a^mja9r)l jrQ9e>4n  th^  mornings  I  went  to.  tS^  icloaet 
lher^.tbfe^^i?enA^;btfore>  I  had  deposited  my  reeent  ao- 
q^itionsi?!);I(r4^eid;'Oui  ^e  gold  before  me.     I  gazed 
^|P^  il!(t:withiJ»6e»fn0fi«4   JJy  eyeaj  a  moment  afterj.roHed 
mx¥W99^*  jTilMra^For^UieiQiai^b^on^li^ 
44l,lhfi.iieia:Hm  aoem^d  to  maiie^  h    deseent  upon  my  «o^. 
^S^W0»ibii^^  ti^eiha4!{  had  ever  f4t  tli^  stiruggle  of 
e$iiiiayQM9a>^ui)(  andr.#)hon«ui:^ ;;  I  ifis  far  ind^  from  an- 
ti^pating^airapeei^  fi^f 'gmU*»  and  thaii  ^pei^iea  of  Tuin^ 
v^ckAnQUMStfi^ i^€»rwhe|med  mew  >  My  n^nd did  notonoe 
r^ppurrtoillie  possibility  ol-an^aeriiwa  misisbief    J  dwelt 
Q^y^  jia  gvnf<|t€^  l^thapi  uauallyido^  Upon  thes  ate^ative 
b^eenr#9%ui«Uon>iaB4'9o>acquiaiti^^      I^did  nol  take  mto 
«|m^  afC0unt  ;th«  ungo? amabl^ess  of  my  OfWn  .pasaionsi     I 
ima^iedf  it  m  unquestionable^  that  I  could  stop  when  X 
Fl(^MiecLt  i.  Tha>ih<»^ts!that  tortured  me  w^^re,  m  the  first 
|)f|^^  jtliQSe  of  a  sanguisTe  and  unexperienced  adyenturer  in 
ifL^taryj;Wh^96e  mind  rests  not  for  a  moment  upon  the  sum 
^{haa  ri^sodj^but  who^  hawg  in  fmcy  the  ^kici^  ^icvi^ 
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already  in  his  possession^  and  having  distributed  it  to  yarious 
objects  and  purposes,  sometimes  fearfully  recora  to  the  pos* 
sibility  of  his  disappointment,  and  andcipates  with  terror 
what  will  be  his  situation,  if  deprived  of  this  imagmaiy 
wealth.  I  had  pow,  for  the  first  time,  opened  my  eyes  to 
the  real  state  of  my  affairs,  and  I  clung  with  proportkmaUe 
vehemence  to  this  plank  which  was  to  bear  me  from  die 
storm.  In  the  second  place,  I  felt,  though  darkly  and  un-* 
willingly,  the  immorality  of  my  concepticm.  To  game  may, 
in  some  instances,  not  be  in  diametrical  opposition  to  liber- 
ality of  mind ;  but  he  who  games  for  the  express  purpose 
of  improving  his  circumstances  must  be  an  idiot,  if  he  does 
not  sometimes  recdlect  that  the  money  lost  may  be  ad  se- 
rious a  mischief  to  his  neighbour,  as  the  money  gained  con 
possibly  be  a  benefit  to  himself.  It  is  past  a  question,  that 
he  who  thus  turns  his  amusement  into  his  business  loses 
the  dignity  of  a  man  of  honour,  and  puts  himself  upon  a 
level  with  the  most  avaricious  and  usurious  merchant. 

Though  I  was  far  from  having  digested  a  specific  plan 
of  enriching  mysdf  by  these  discreditable  means^  yet  the 
very  tumult  of  my  thoughts  operated  stitmgly  to  lead  me 
once  more  to  the  gaming-taUe.  I  was  in  no  humour  to 
busy  myself  with  my  own  thoughts  ;  the  calmness  of  literary 
discussion,  and  the  polished  interchange  of  wit,  which  had 
lately  so  much  delighted  me,  had  now  no  attraction  for  my 
heart;  the  turbulence  of  a  scene  of  high  play  alone  had 
power  to  distract  my  attention  from  the  storm  within.  I 
won  a  second  time.  I  felt  the  rapidity  and  intenseness  of 
my  contemplations  still  further  accelerated.  I  will  not  over 
again  detail  what  they  were.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  my 
hopes  became  more  ardent,  my  conception  of  the  necessity 
of  this  resource  more  impressive,  and  my  alarm  lest  this 
last  expedient  should  fail  me  more  tormenting. 
'  The  next  time  I  lost  half  as  much  as  the  sum  of  my 
winnings.  I  then  proceeded  for  several  days  in  a  nearly 
regular  alternation  of  gain  and  loss.  This,  as  soon  as  the 
fact  unavoidably  f(»rced  itself  upon  my  mind,  only  served 
to  render  my  thoughts  more  desperate.  No,  exclaimed  I^ 
it  was  not  for  this  that  I  entered  upon  so  tormenting  a 
pursuit.  It  is  not  for  ^ this  that  I  have  deserted  the  learned 
societies  which  were  lately  my  delight,  and  committed  my* 
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self  to  a  sea  of  disquiet  and  anxiety.  I  came  not  here,  like 
Sk  hoj,  for  amusement ;  or,  like  one  who  has  been  bred  in 
llie  lap  of  ignorance  and  wealth,  to  seek  a  relief  from  the 
burden  of  existence,  and  to  find  a  stimulus  to  animate  my 
toi^id  spirits.  Am  I  then  to  be  for  ever  baffled  ?  Am  I  to 
<hihiTate  a  tract  of  land,  which  is  to  present  me  nothing  in 
return  but  unvaried  barenness  ?  Am  I  continually  to  wind  up 
my  passions,  and  new-string  my  attention  in  vain  ?  Am  I 
<s  mere  instrument  to  be  played  upon  by  endless  hopes  and 
fears  and  tormenting  wishes?  Am  I  to  be  the  i^rt  of 
events,  the  fool  of  promise,  always  agitated  with  near  ap- 
"proaching  good,  yet  always  deluded  ? 

This  frame  of  mind  led  me  on  insensibly  to  the  most 
extravagant  adventures.  It  threw  me  in  the  first  place  into 
the  hands  of  notorious  gamblers.  Men  of  real  property 
shrunk  from  ihe  stakes  I  proposed ;  as,  though  they  were 
in  some  degree  infected  with  the  venom  of  gaming,  their 
infection- was  not  so  deep  as  mine,  not  with  my  desperation 
of  thought.  ^  The  players  with  whom  I  engaged  were  for 
the  most  part  well  known  to  every  one  but  myself,  not  to 
foe  able  to  pliy  the  sums  they  played  for,  if  they  lost ;  nay, 
this  fact  might  be  said  in  some  sense  to  be  known  to  me  as 
well  as  the  rest,  though  I  obstinately  steeled  myself  against 
the  recollection  of  it.  One  evening  I  won  of  one  of  these 
persons  a  very  large  sum,  for  which  I  suffered  him  to  play 
with  me  upon  honour.  The  consequence  was  simple.  The 
next  morning  he  took  his  departure  from  Paris,  and  I  heard 
of  him  no  m(»e. 

Before  this,  however,  the  tide  of  success  had  set  strongly 
against  me^  'I  had  sustained  some  serious  vicissitudes ; 
and,  while  Dwas  playing  with  the  wretch  I  have  just  men- 
tioned, my  eagerness  increased  as  my  good  hick  began,  and 
I  flattered  myself  that  I  should  now  avenge  myself  of  for- 
tune lor  soine  of  her  late  unkindnesses.  My  anguish  — 
'wrhy  should ;  I  call  the  thing  by  a  disproportionate  and 
trivial  appeMation  ?  —  my  agony  —  was  by  so  much  the 
preateri  when  I  found  that  this  person,  the  very  individual 
^ho  had  %bMdj  stripped  me  of  considerable  sums,  had 
disapp«a«d,  'Mid  left  me  without  the  smallest  benefit  from 
toy  imaginkrf  winnings. 
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No  m«n  nHm  h«i  nol  kk,  eta  pofoiUjr  inuffe  to  UmMlf 
the  toitiurfs  of  a  gMiicster,  of  a  gUDOter  like  me^  wd^ 
pUyed  for  the  iioproyeno^  of  hk  fortuney  who  phy^  widit 
the  recollection  of  a  wife  and  children  dearer  to  hiia'llHI^'' 
th^  hlood  thai  lyubUed  tfumif^-.the  artcdegMof  lua  heftM, 
who  loight  be  aaid»  like  the  aoyaget  of  a]icieiitr€bnBMi]S  t«^ 
make  these  idatioits  the  atake  for  whkk  hei^irenr^^irib^ 
aaw  all  my  own  happtoeaa  and  aU  than  i^uBugh  4he  iango 
vista  of  life>  d<q>^diiig  on  th»  tarn  of  a  card!  Hdl  h  bctt^ 
the  chimera  of  prLeats^  lo  hi^hle  ictiota  aad  eowaads^.  Wli# 
have  they  inve^i^  to  .aome  inlo  con^ictttlonvwidi'iiihaic 
I  felt!    Their  alt«nMite  inteirehange  of  ilamta;  id  iefi 
is  hut  a  feeUa  im^  of,  tho  eternal  varieties  tofihop^iaod^ 
fear.    All  bodi^  nieka  md  tefments  are  noifaing  eonim^ 
with  certain  sftatea  of  the  human  miAd.    Ilu  gmim^ 
would  be  the  mmit.iBtiaMe»  if  he  were  not  tAe  moat  ikcsj^    ^ 
cable  oreature  that  ewM.    Arrange  tcfei  .bits  ef  paiitei^ 
paper  in  a  oevtain  order,  and  he  is  ready  to  ^wild  iwidi^^ 
the  extravagaooe  oil  his  joy.    Me  is  oaly^  rcfltt&(ined>ibf  ^ 
some  remains  of  .shame,  from  dancing  about  the  Tmah,inst^ 
displaying  the  vileness  of  his  spirit  by  efwy  sort  of  Ifesk^'^ 
and  absurdity.    At  ano^er  tiilie^  when  his  hop^  bi^ 
be^  gradually  worked  iq>  into  a piloxjrsm>;  an  nnexpetMf 
turn  arrives,  and  he  is  made  the  most  miserable  «f  meo^^ 
Never  shall  I  (^iSf  to  retioUeet  the  sensatkm  I  have  repeat- 
edly felt,  in  the  instantaneous  sinking  of  the  spirits,  the^^ 
conscious  &re  that  J^por^ad;  over  my  vis^;e,  the  snger  in  my 
eye,  the  burning  drynem  of  my  throat,  the  sentiment  tluMt^'^ 
in  a  moment  was  ready  to  overwhelm  with  curses  the  osnbf  ^ ' 
the  stake,  my  own.oKisteBoe,  and  all  mankind.     How  every 
malignant  and  ioyufferable  psssion  seemed  to  rush  upon  my  ^ 
soul !    What  nights  of  dreadful  solitude  and  doB|isiT  did  I' '- 
repeatedly  .pass  d^rin^  the  pi^ogress  of  my  ruin  !  It  was  the 
night  of  the  soul !  My  mind  was  wrapped  in  a  g^m  that-^' 
could  not  be  pierced!  My  heart  was  oppressed  widi  i 
weight  that  no  power  human  or   divine   was  equal  to 
remove  f  My  eyelids  seemed  to  press  downward  with  aii 
Invincible  burden!  My  eyeballs  were  ready  to  start  and 
CnuilL  their  sockets !  I  lay  motionless,  the  victim  of  in. 
e&ble  horror!   The  whs^  endless  ni^t  seemed,  to  be 
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fiB«d  With  oiie.Tast^  iqipamft^  $ikmiiP/M»  idsettl  It  wsft  a 
8lMp9r,<^imaK^'i  ingopportable  and  tremendoiiis  'tkui  the 
oMoBCvwikH  ci-fsim^oiihe  fi^roest  ugbny  <4  €i?quMte  per- 

jOod  da^  tfMfciD^nDiind  i^  in  a  state  of  ^IbeMivie  aa- 
goiai|iaiid^i«taiirae  (I  bad  alueady  odntrived  b;^  l^is  ia^ernid 
meitts  ,ta  i&potockilByself  of  the  half  of  rkf  {MPOperty)^ 
.i]^«bii»:<aiiie'  inffitpeatcdly  into  niy  chat^bei/'  For  some 
iimi  ii  hail  scarod^ik  6v»  seen  hkn :  such-  ts>)a  gtanester ! 
Ailiite  ni|^^  irh^Jie^sispt/ 1  was  engaged  in^Aesehannte 
o£4niabs^/Ail  the  ds7>  i^i£le  he  was  aw^ce^  amd  stndying 
.witk  huB  BUMtetfi^  IH*  amusing  ^nselfy  I  war  fai^  my  bed- 
cbiQibs|^ekideavoitEiag<  to  couit»  a  few  brotei'  ho^  of  sleep. 
Iflm^cMrtwithste&dhigr  the  oj^osicion  of  our  hs^ite/I  had 
tlM^^ppBdimitir  of 'seeing  him^  I  ralherdifaiinM  to  nse^ 
thittr^iitog^tadmfara(Xim>  fhia  ng^of  himhad  asavotdr 
Qf>btttiBi^ess  imlii,  liiat  moie  than  bahtticed  all  the  sokce  of 
n«EiiBtlaiffetaopix)t  U  bn>i^fat'be£dte  me  the  Mi%e  of  hSs 
modi^rE^aoMl  his  sisters^  it  presented  to  my  socy^^fr^htful 
ta][&)0f  dascrted^duties ;  it  wsa  move  gaU^  and-^nv^nomed 
jfitteiliieietiiig^of  ssofpions.  - 

tettkig[aii  thel  sound  of  the  opening  door^  i:  eaBed  out 
aliraptif^caiid  withiBome  han^ness^  ^^  Who  is  lliefe?  What 
doifiM  want?*!?'.'.-..'  ;.    -  ■  ■    *:  .. 

^.^l^^  1  i  sir/'  lepiied  the  boy  j  ^^  k  4i  Chafl^^  «eme  «o 
payliisRda^^tOiyouJ"  i 

f ^  I  rdo  nolr  want  v  you  now ;  you  shoidd  not  come^  but 
wheii  you  know  lam  at  Idsosre^"  answered  I  somewhat 
distm^edi  •'  - 

f^Ferjr  wfeU,  Air;  very  well:  I  am  goingi"  A6  bespoke 
Iiia/nMBBB  seoned  su^beated  with  tears.  He  Was  on  the 
polit  of  slmttihg  the  door^  and  leaving  me  to  myself. 

^^Chailes  I"  'Said  I^  not  well  knowing  what  it  Was  I  in- 
tended ta  do. 

Hexetumedi  - 

^Gamehere,  my  dear  boy]**  -     ' 

I  took  his  haiid>  I  drew  him  between  my  knees>  I  hid 
my  face  in  hisuede^  I  shook  with  the  violenee  of  my  emo- 

tfolL 

^JGro,  gOj  boy:  you  peaeeive  I  cannot  taUc  to  =50x1./' 
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I  pushed  him  gently  from  me. 

**  Papa!"  cried  he,  '^I  do  not  like  to  leave  yoiu  I 
know  I  am  but  a  boy,  and  can  be  but  of  little  use  to  yofo. 
If  mamma  were  with  you,  I  would  not  be  troublesoBie.  I 
should  cry  when  I  aaw  you  were  grieved,  but  I  would  aek 
no  questiona,  and  would  leave  you,  becaase  you  desifed.-it 
I  hope  you  have  not  had  any  bad  news  ?" 

*^  No,  my  boy,  no.  Come  to  me  to-morrow,  and  I  ^viH 
be  at  leisure,  and  will  talk  a  great  deal  to  yon." 

^^  Ah,  papa,  to-jnovrow !  Every  day  that  I  did  not  see 
you,  I  thought  it  would  be  to-morrow  !  And  there  win  one 
to^norrow,  and  another  to-moifow,  and  so  mMiy,  th&t  it 
seemed  as  if  you  bad  forgotten  to  speak  to  me  at  idL" 

"  Why,  Charles,  you  do  not  doubt  my  word  ?  *  I  teQ 
you  that  to-morrow  you  shall  see  me  as  bng  as  you  please." 

^'  Well,  well,  I  will  wait!  But  do  then  let  it  be  all  day! 
I  will  not  go  to  coll^;e,  and  it  shall  be  a  holiday.  Pb}»r,  I 
do  not  like  my  lessons  half  so  wdl  as  I  did,  since  I  have 
neither  you  nor  mamma  that  I  can  tell  what  they  are 
about." 

"  Good-bye,  Charles !  Be  a  good  boy  I  remember  to- 
morrow !  6ood.bye !" 

"  Papa !  now  I  am  sure  you  look  a  good  deal  better  than 
you  did  at  first.  Let  me  tell  you  something  about  the 
lesson  I  read  this  morning.  It  was  a  story  of  Zaleucus 
the  Locrian,  who  put  out  one  of  his  own  eyes,  that  he 
might  preserve  eye-sight  to  his  son." 

This  artless  story,  thiis  innocently  introduced,  cut  me  to 
the  souL  I  started  in  my  chair,  and  hid  my  face  upon  the 
table. 

'^  Papa,  what  is  the  matter  ?  Indeed  you  frighten  me !" 

'^  Zaleucus  was  a  father !  What  then  am  I  ?  " 

'^  Ye8,.Zaleueu6  was  very  good  indeed!  But,  do  yoo 
know,  his  son  was  very  naughty.  It  was  his  disobedience 
and  wickednes  that  made  him  Hable  to  such  a  punishment 
I  would  not  for  the  world  be  like  Zaleucus's  son.  I  hope, 
papa,  you  will  never  suffer  from  my  wilfulness.  You'  idiall 
not,  papa,  indeed,  indeed !" 

I  caught  the  boy  in  my  arms.  '^  No,  you  are  very  good ! 
you  are  too  good ! .  I  cannot  bear  it !  *- 
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**  Well,  papa,  I  wish  I  w«re  able  to  show  you  that  I 
love  you  as  wdl  as  ever  Zaleucus  loved  his  son  ! " 

I  was  melted  with  the  ingenuousness  of  the  boy's  eX* 
pression.  I  quitted  him.  I  paced  up  and  down  the 
room.  Suddenly,  as  if  by  paroxysm  of  insanity,  I  seized 
my  ehild  by  the  arm,  I  seated  myself,  I  drew  hhn  towards 
me,  I  put  my  eye  upon  him. 

^'  Boy,  how  dare  you  talk  to  me  of  Zaleucus  ?  Do  you 
mean  to  insinuate  a  reproach  .^  Do  I  not  discharge  a  fa- 
ther's duty  ?  If  I  do  not,  know,  urchin,  I  will  not  be  in- 
sulted by  my  child !" 

The  boy  was  astonished.  He  burst  into  tears,  and  was 
silent.  *- 

I  was  moved  by  his  evident  distress.  "  No,  child,  you 
have  no  father.  I  am  afraid  you  have  not.  You  do  not 
know  my  baseness.  You  do  not  know  that  I  am  the  dead, 
liest  foe  you  have  in  the  world." 

'^  Dear  papa,  do  not  talk  thus !  Do  not  I  know  that  you 
ue  the  best  of  men?  Do  not  I  love  you  and  mamma 
better  than  every  body  else  put  together  ?  " 

"  Well,  Charles,"  cried  I,  endeavouring  to  compose  my- 
self, "  we  will  talk  no  more  now.  Did  not  I  tell  you,  you 
ihould  not  come  to  me  but  when  you  knew  it  was  a  proper 
time  ?    I  hope  you  will  never  have  reason  to  hate  me." 

'^  I  never  will  hate  you,  papa,  do  to  me  what  you  will  !^ 

He  saw  I  wished  to  be  idone,  and  left  me. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  niy  beloved  Marguerite 
arrived  imexpectedly  at  Paris.  In  ^e  banning  of  our 
separation,  I  had  b^n  to  the  last  degree  punctual  in  my 
letters.  I  had  no  pleasure  so  great,  as  retiring  to  my 
fikMet,  and  pouring  out  my  soul  to  the  most  adoraUe  cf 
^iromen.  By  degrees  I  relaxed  in  punctuality.  Ordinary 
occupations,  however  closely  pursued,  have  a  method  in 
tern,  that  easily  combines  with  regularity  in  points  of  an 
b^dental  nature.   But  gaming,  when  pursued  witSi  iLN\diV}  > 
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■■bveHa  fill  onler/and  forces  ererf  STocation  fitmi  the 
pkee  fiisigkied  it.  When  my  nrnne  ptcgect  of  8tq;»plyfQg 
dte  Iiiftdequateness  of  tny  fbrtcme  b^  this  eixp^ent  b^an 
Ift' produce  an  efl^  citfietly  opposite^  I  couM  not^  Ikii  "wiA 
Ikt  extremest  difficnlty^  string  my  mind  to  write  ib  iht 
oaistrtes  of  my  soul.  1  endoivoured  not  to  thiulc/  with 
dMnetness  and  attention^  of  the  persons  whose  baj^^ess 
Wis  most  neatly  inrblTed  with  mine.  I '  sud  to  inyseJf^ 
iTet  aniyther  i^enture  must  "be  tried;  fprtune  i^all' 'change 
ike  flhimoslty  Witir  which  she  has  latdy  pursaed  mV;  t 
win  repair  ite  breaches  tliat  have  been  sustained ;  aiid  I 
shall' then  return  with  tenfold  avidity  tb  subjects  fliat  s( 
j^tesent  I  dare  not  fix  my  mind  upon.'  '  My  lettc!^*wer§ 
aeeerdin^y  diott,  tmfrequent,'  and  tu^tisiactbry ;"  an4 
tibose  of  Mai^ente '  dfscorered  incressing '  an^^^  jieN 
tQrbation^  and  anxiety.'  What  a  change  in  the  minfls  <^ 
both  had  the  lapse  tf  a  few  Tponths  produced  f  ^ii  that 
my  attadiment  bad  suffered  the  dMituition  oi?  a  i^gle 
partidle;  but  that  itttachment^  whidi  had  ktely  befen  mk 
soturce  of  otir  miitiial  fblicity,  was  now  ft-aught  oniy^%ith 
^Irtss.  My  mind  was  fified  with  horrors ;  and  Mai^eHte 
expected  from  me  an  encouragement  and  cbnsolatidti'  in 
Absence,  whidi^  alas^  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  tt^  gHv! 

I  had  now  t;on'tinued'in  Parts  for  a  time  vastly  gre«ter 
than  I  had  originally  proposed.  Aft^  having  reif^aiped 
more  than'  ten  tkys  widioiit  receiving  one  word  of  ihtel- 
Ugenee,  a  letter  of  mhiis  was  ddivered  to  Marguerite,  more 
abort,  mysterrous,  and  cBstressing  to  her  feelings^  than  any 
that  had  preceded.  The  ten  days'  dl^ce,  firom  me  v^bbo' 
at  ftrst  had  never  missed  an  opportunity  of  pouring  out 
my  sold  to  her,  and  contributing  to  her  j)leasure,  Wi^  ex- 
q^idy  painM.  There  is  scarcely  any  thing  that  pro;- 
dticeasueh  a  sickxiess  of  the  heart  as  We  repeated  "prqit)* 
gation  of  hope.  But,  when  the  letter  arrived  that'^haidf 
beto  so  anxiously  looked  )br,  when  'the-  hand-writtb^  t>f 
th«  sttpenrcrlption  was  recognised,  ^Ifi^-  "the'  letter'  w^ 
treasured  up  *  for  the  impatiently  desire^  mbnrent  b^  6di« 
tMe,  <^at  the  sitcred  enAotions  of  the  heart  might  snflfer  no 
interruption,  and  when  it  at'  last  appeared  so  coldy^CCO 
oiidnoUs>  80  withettng  to^the  budsr  of  afibction^  thb'deib^ 
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ii4pa|)i^.  of  M«i^gij|erite  was  «peed|Ulj  fpnMd.  .  The  xtAa^ 
tiQB9  imi  hound  jus  together  were,  of? ^  iji|gbt}r  a.  value 
to  he,  dLspensed  or  to  he  trifled  with*    Sie  felt  ibem  #$ 
the  very  cords  of /existence*    For  tep,  yeasty  ahe^hiad  Jknowm 
no  fioliace  .that  waa  disconnected  from .  my  idei^  no  care  hm^ 
of'  oiir  ,.own  happiness  and  that  of  our  o£%p4i^    Bsaa^ 
Yolent,  sb^  was  almpst  heycuid  hunxaii  ei^un^es,  and  imor 
rested  for ,  the.  welfare  of  ail  she  knew :  hot  these  wcaa 
brief  ..isiid  mutahle  jsoncems ;  they  were,  not  incoKpcfaled' 
with  tlie  stamina  ot  W  existence,    I  wi^a  the.  wlnde  woiUi^ 
tp  peix  ;.  9he  had  no  id]^  of  satisfactioi^-  >idiihoat  v^ie.    l^m^ 
firiDQ^  had  been  sMiQciently  tried,  by,  Ute  u^erppsal,  o$ 
separalkioa  and  ahsfpce^  ,  How  wjis  sh^  to  interpret  tb»i 
ot^curity.  that  had[,|ia^  arisen?     Had  I  forgottea  xof, 
family*  ^d  my  wii^.?     Had  I  been  com^t^l  and  dcK 
haucl^ed  by. that  fari^  the  efibcts  of  which  upon  my. 
(jyuiuirter  her  father,}iad  so  deeply  apprehended?-    Had  j^: 
in  coDtemst  of  eyejq^'  thing  Ba^oA^  ^^i>^  u^  some  new{ 
attachment  ^     HadLim^  attractions  of  §ome  new  beauty  itkf 
the  ^^feropblis  maq/?  me  indifferent  itja.  the  virtue  of  iny« 
chUdresi^  apd  the  life,  of  their  mother  i    Perhaps  the  kngth  > 
of  our  attachment  )iad  infected  me  with  satiety^  and  the 
inconatapcy  of  my  t^^r  had  been  roused  by  the  ohanQ* 
of  Qovelty.    Perhaps  the  certainty  of  her  kindness  and 
regard  h^  no  longer  ^allurements  for  me ;  and  (  migjbt  be  < 
e&cited  .to  the  purai^^t  of  another  by  the  pleanirea  of  hope 
combin^^with  uncertainty^  and  of  a  coyness^  that  seemed' 
to  promise  compliance  hereafter^  even  while  it  pronounced 
a  pr^isent  denial.    These  were  the  images  that  haunted  her 
mind  j  they.e^gend^ed  all  the  wildness^  and  all  the  tor« 
ment^  of  a  delirious  paroxysm  ;  she  resolved  that  no  time 
should  be,  sacrificed  to  needless  uncertainty,  and  that  no  > 
effort  of'  hers  should  be  unexerted  to  prevent  the  mischief 
sbe  feared. 

,  It  was  .evening  wHen  she  arrived.  ,  I  was  upon  the 
point  of  repairing  to  that  scene  of  nightly  resort,  the  source 
of  all  my  guilt  and  all  my  miseries.  I  enquired  of  my 
son's  valet  where  he  was,  and  how  he  had  been  in  the  > 
course  of  the  day.  fie  was  gone  to  bed :  he  had  appeared 
UQusiiaUy  8a4»  sometimes  in  tears ;   and,  while  he  was  * 
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undiessingy  had  si^jhed  deeply  two  or  three  times.  While 
I  was  coUectiiig  this  scooont  in  my  own  apartment,  ^ 
gates  of  the  hotel  opened^  and  a  nmnher  of  horsemen 
entered  the  oouit^jrvd.  I  was  somewhat  snzprised ;  be- 
cause,  though  I  was  accustomed  to  see  mudi  comp«iy, 
few  of  my  acquaintance  visited  me  at  so  late  an  hoar, 
except  on  the  eTenings  appropriated  to  receive  them.  I 
crossed  the  Saloon  to  enquire.  One  of  the  servants  ex* 
claimed,  '^  It  is  Bernardin's  voice :  it  must  be  my  mistress 
that  is  come!" 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  mind  than  the 
thought  of  her  arrivaL  I  flew  throng  the  passage-;  I 
was  on  the  spot  the  moment  that  the  servant  prepared  to 
conduct  his  mistress  from  the  litter ;  I  received  Marguerite 
in  my  arms,  and  led  her  into  the  house.  If  I  had  ex- 
pected her  arrival,  I  should  infallibly  have  met  her  at  this 
moment  with  anxiety  and  confusion  ;  I  dioidd  have  gone 
round  the  circle  of  my  thoughts,  and  should  not  have  had 
confidence  to  encounter  the  beam  of  her  eye.  Bat  the 
event  was  so  unexpected  as  to  drive  aU  other  ideas  from 
my  mind ;  apd,  in  ccmaequence,  I  enjoyed  several  minutes, 
-T-ages,  rather  let  me  say,  —  of  the  sineerest  transport. 
I  kissed  the  mistress  of  my  soul  with  ecstasy  ;  I  gazed 
upon  her  well  known  lineaments  and  features ;  I  listened 
to  the  pleashig  mdody  of  h»  voice;  I  was  intoxicated 
with  ddight.  Upon  occasions  like  this,  it  seems  as  if 
every  former  joy  that  had  marked  the  various  periods  of 
intercourse  distilled  its  very  spirit  and  essence,  to  com- 
pose a  draught,  t&a  times  more  delicious  and  refined  than 
had  ever  before  been  tasted.  Our  meeting  was  like  aw^dng 
from  the  dead ;  it  was  the  emancipation  of  the  weary 
captive,  who  exchanges  the  dungeon^s  gloom  for  the  lustre 
of  the  morning,  and  who  feels  a  celestial  exhilaration  of 
heart,  the  very  memory  of  which  had  been  insensibly  wear- 
ing away  from  his  ti'eacherous  brain.  All  my  Senses  par- 
took of  the  rapture.  Marguerite  seemed  to  shed  amhrosial 
odours  round  her;  her  touch  was  thrilling;  her  lips  were 
nectar ;  her  figure  was  that  of  a  descended  deity  ! 

Her  pleasure  was  not  less  than  mine.  It  is  indeed  ab- 
surd,  it  may  be  termed  pro£anatioQ,  to  talk  of  .soHtary 
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pleasure.  No  sensation  ordinarily  distinguished  by  that 
epithfll  can  endure  the  test  of  a  moment's  inspection^  when 
oompffiped  mth  a  social  enjoyment.  It  is  then  only  that  a 
man  is  truly  pieased^  when  pulse  replies  to  pulse^  when  the 
eyes  diaoourse  eloquently  to  eadh  other^  when  in  responsive 
tones  and  wcards  the  soul  is  communicated.  Altogether^  we 
are  conscious  of  a  sober^  a  chaste^  and  dignified  intoxication, 
aa  eleration  of  spirit,  that  does  not  bereave  the  mind  of  it- 
sdf,  and  that  endures  long  enough  for  us  to  analyse  and  sa- 
vour the  causes  of  our  joy. 

For  Home  time  we  rested  on  a  sc^a,  each  filled  and 
occupied  with  the  observation  of  the  other.  My  eyes  as- 
sured <  Mai^erite  of  the  constancy  of  my  affection ;  my 
kisses  were  those  of  chaste,  undivided,  entire  attachment. 

Our  words  were  insignificant  and  idle,  the  broken  and 
incoherent  pbrases  of  a  happiness  that  could  not  be  silent. 
At  length  Marguerite  exdaimed,  '^  It  is  enough ;  my  fears 
are  vanished  ;  I  have  no  questions  to  ask,  no  doubts  to  re* 
move.  Yet  why,  my  Reginald,  did  you  suffer  those  doubta 
to  gather,  those  fears  to  accumulate  ?  Surely  you  knew 
the  singleness  of  my  affection  !  How  many  painfol  days 
and.  hours  m^t  you  have  saved  me,  almost  by  a  word !" 

*^  Forgive  me,  my  love,"  replied  I.  "  Waste  not  the  golden 
hour  of  meeting  in  recrimination !  Feeling,  as  your  ange- 
lic goodness  now  makes  me  feel,  I  wonder  at  myself,  that  I 
could  for  one  moment  have  consented  to  separation ;  that  I 
could  have  thought  any  thing  but  this  existence ;  or  that, 
having  experknoed  the  joys  that  you  have  bestowed,  I 
oould  lose  all  image  of  the  past,  and,  dwelling  in  a  desert, 
imagine  it  paradise !  *' 

^^  Becrimination !"  rejoined  Marguerite.  ^^  No,  my  love ; 
yoa  make  me  too  happy  to  leave  room  for  any  thing  but 
gratitude  and  affection  !  Forgive  me,  Reginald,  if  I  pre- 
tend that,  in  meeting  you  thus,  I  find  myself  your  superior 
in  happiness  and  love.  You  only  awake  from  lethargy, 
fcHTgetfialness  of  yourself  and — of  me ;  but  I  awake  from 
anguish^  a  separation,  that  I  desired  not  at  first,  and  of 
which  I  hourly  wished  to  see  an  end,  from  doubts  that 
would  intrude,  and  refused  to  be  expelled,  from  the  inces- 
sant ooiiteinplati»n  and  rc^et  of  a  fdidty>  once  possessed^ 
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bat  poflseated  no  kmg^r !  Mdancholy  idess,  gloomy^fi^^ 
Qostios  overspiead  my  rieepleM  nights^  «nd  bodcwsd  af 
pillow  with  tears !  This  it  is^  that^  at  last^  has  diinstwm 
from  my  family  and  daughters,  reaolTed  to  obtain  tlie  teh 
tainty  of  despair,  or  the  disperakHi  of  my  fears !  &»fti 
known  all  this,  and  think  you  that  I  do  not  eii^y  mthnp> 
ture  this  blissful  mom^t  ?"  >     .  > 

While  we  were  thus  conTenaig,  Cfaaiies  entand  iiv 
i^oom.  He  was  not  yet  adeep  when  his  mother  anivcis  h 
he  heard  her  yoiee;  and  hastened  to  put  on.  his  cIoi1m%  'j 
tfiat  he  might  rush  into  her  anns.  The  pkuure  Maig«t>  i 
rite  had  conceived  from  our  meeting,  and  the  affisotioaslB 
serenity  that  had  taken  possission  of  her  soul^  infuBed 
double  ardour  into  the  embraces  she  bestowed  on  her<se& 
He  gazed  eamestly  in  her  face.;  he  kissed  hac  mdtftcw 
vency.;  but  was  silent. 

''  Why,  Charles !"  said  she, ''  what  is  the  matter  with  yoa? 
Are  not  you  glad  to  see  me  ?" 

''  That  I  am,  mtamma  i  Soglad,  diat  I'donot  knowdhit 
todo  with  myself !  I  was  afindd  I  never  should hftwbslB 
g^  again  !*'  u' 

^^  Pooh,  boy  I  what  do  you  mean  ?  Y/oa  weire  not  DHiliicir- 
si^k,  were  you  ?" 

^^  Yes,  indeed,  I  was  sick,  sick  at  heart !  ^  Not4hat  I  «B 
a  coward  !  I  think  that  I  could  have  been  sati^bedtohat* 
been  without  either  >  my  father  or  you  for  a  little  whye^ 
But  papa  is  so  altered,  you  cannot  dunk !  Henev^smyis 
and  looks  happy ;  and,  when  I  see  him,  instead  of  makiDg  |,i 
me  joyful,  as  it  used  to  do,  it.  makes  me  sad !"    <  > 

''  Dear  Reginald !"  replied  the  mother,  loddng  at  me,  ^ ■» 
it  possible  that,  while  my  heart  was  haunted  with  ie»  t&<) 
suspicions,  separation  alone  should  have  had  suchaasMI 
m  you  ?" 

/^  I  dare  say  it  was  that,"  interposed  the  boy.  '^  I  omdd 
not  make  papa  smUe,  all  I  could  do:  but,  now  you  are€CWilfl» 
he  will  ,8Qon  be  well  I  How  much  he  must  love  ysii> 
mammal''  .siif* 

.  The  artless  prattle  of  my  son  strudc  anguidti  to  my  «od^ 
and  awakened  a  whole  train  of  tormenting  thoughts.  Ak§i 
thought  X,  can  it  indeed  be  love,  tktt  thus  contdves  agiilit 
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^  peaoe  of  ito  object?  Would  to  God^  my  ^ild !  that 
Wf  thoughts  wnreaa.  single  aad  pure- as  thy  innoctot 
ibauom  J     -      . 

.^^Axidyet;"  addedtbe4)oy>  aaif  reccdlectliighirafedf,  ^if 
^e«cittdd^notoee  yoa^  bwo  that  waft  no  )*ea»on  for  him  to  aToid 
4||B?>  /He  seemed  as  mneh  a&tdd  of  me/  as  I  have  seen 
some  of  my  play-fellows  of  a  snake  i  Indeed^  mamma^  it 
^4ia8<»«idvthiiig-&at/kwiien  I'  waaved  hhn  to  kiss  me  and 
•poess  me  to  his  bosom,  he  dirunk  away  from  me  !  There 
.a0W'!:itwas' ju8t"8o^'aski»^flo<dcs  now,  that  papa  used  to 
teiiR  upon^me^'I  cannot  tc^  how  often  ! '  Now  is  not  that 
'Bgl^Jmamma  ?"  ) 

>>'  r^iiODfaldino  longer  govern  the  tumult  of  my  thoughts. 
,^  ■Peaaoe,  urdiin  r*  cried  I*  *^  Why  did  you  come  to  mar 
^Am^  tntnspoiit  of  our  n^eeting?  Just?  now.  Marguerite,  I 
forgot  myself,  and  was  happy  !  Now  iedl  the  villain  rises 
iiiany;«onlJ-  '^;    t  * 

My  wife  was  so  astonished  at  the  perturbation  of  my 
■Uimor^^^and  at  the  words  I  uttered;  that  she  was  scarcely 
idile  tCN  articulate.   .  '^  R^naki  I"  in  broken  accents  she  Ex- 
claimed —  '^  my  love !  —  my  husband  !'* 
^i^ffl^  mkttetf  said  I. '^^  it  shall^yet  be  wen !  My  heart 
assures  me  it  shall !  —  Be  not  disturbed,  my  love !  I  wiH 
never  cause  you  a  moment's  anguish !  I  would  sooner  die  a 
thousand  i^eatbs  !  •^  Foi^t  ^e  odious  thoughts  that  poor 
6hai^<hia8  excited>ln  me  so  iinseasonably  !    They  were 
ttiere  idle  words !     Depend  upon  it  they  were ! " 
:Ki'While'I  wttS' speaking.  Marguerite  hid  her  filce  upon  the 
sofa.     I  took  her' hand/  and'  by  miy  caresses  endeavoured  to 
and  bompose  >hen '  At  lengd),  turning  to  me,  — 
I-  S8id>flhe,  in  a  voice  of  anguish,  'Mo  you  ^en 
<ifti  MMir^tiylude  sfKommie^  thl»  real  staie  of  your  thoughts  ? 
Vas  the  joy  that  attended  our  meeting  iperishable  and  de- 
MiM  ?     After  ten  years  of  unbounded  affection  and  con- 
tteoei'am  I  denied  to  be  the  partner  of  your  bosom  ?" 
^0^fNo>,  Mai^oerite^  iie^f  <this  was  but  the  thought  of  a  iho- 
>  Qent !     By  to-morrow's  dawn  it  shall  have  no  existence  in 
||ihoiom.     Why;i^ould  I  torment  you  with  what  so  soon 
lilrhavetio^eidstenoe^  to  myself  ^  'Meanwhile,  be  asiiured, 
ijliBiie  ^instead  (^  suifi^r^g  diminutlonf):i6  more  iu\i,  mtst^ 
went  and  entire^  than  it  ever  waaV 
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At  this  initant  my  mind  £xperie]iced«n  extras  K 

presaion.  Instead  of  bdng  wwned^  by  the-  preacaeo^tf  tbii  lii 
admirablenfomaa,  from  my  passioii  for  giming^  it  becMi?  I 
stranger  than  ever.  If  Chailes  had  not  ottered  at  the  ai* 
tieal  moment  he  did^  I  should  have  remained  with  Margae* 
]ite>  and>  amidst  the  so  l<mg  mitasted  solace  of  lore,  hait^ 
at  least  for  this  night,  forgotten  my  cares.  But  that  odOBw 
senee  had  oyertunied  every  things  had  mioovered  'the  vmttA 
of  my  bosom,  and  awakened  conceptions  that  refused  ts^br 
laid  to  sleep  again.  The  arms  of  my  wife,  that  weiftfe^aboot 
to  embrace  me,  suddenly  became  to  me  a  liest  of  ^oaqpiooi) 
I  could  as  soon  have  rested  and  enjoyed  myself  «popii» 
top  of  Vesuvius,  when  it  flamed.  New  as  I  was? tOidiif 
q»edes  of  anguish,  tranquffly  and  full  of  virtuous  cadtent- 
ment  as  I  had  hitherto  passed  the  years  of  my  manned  sl|tD^  Um 
the  pangs  of  a  guilty  eonscience  I  was  wholly  unable  fio  betr. 
I  rose  from  my  seat,  and  Was  upon  the  point  of  qpMo^ 
the  room. 

Marguerite  perceived  by  my  manner  that  there  waasHnei* 
thing  extraordinary  passing  in  my  mind.  "  Where;  ait  yo* 
going,  Reginald?"  said  she.  .    r^ 

I  answered  with  a  slight  nod.  ''  Not  fiur,"  I  replied) 
attempting  .att-tir  of.  apathy  and  unconcwii.~ 

She  was  not  satisfied.  "  You  are. not  going  out?"  she 
enquired. 

I  returned  to  where  I  had  been  sitting.  ^^  My  love>  I 
was  g<Hng  out  at  the  moment  of  your  arrival.  It  is  neces- 
sary, I  assure  you.  I  hope  I  shall  soon  be  back.  I  sis 
spiry  I  am  obliged  to  leave  you.  Compose  yoiyrself^  Yon 
are  in  want  of  rest,  and  had  better  go  to  bed.*' 

^^  Stop,  Reginald  !  Afford  me  a  minute's  Msiire  beiofe 
yQu  depart !  Leave  us,  Charles  !  Good  night,  my  dear 
boy !  'Kiiss  me ;  remember  that  your  mother  is  now  in  ih? 
same  house  with  you ;  and  aleep  in  peace."  ^    J 

The  boy  quitted  the  room. 
.  ''  Repaid ! "  said  ^e  moti^,  '^  I  have  no  wish  to  con- 
trol youi;  desires,  or  be  a  i^>y  upon  your  actions ;  but  yoitf 
conduct  seems  so  extraordinary  in  this  instance,  as  to  dii* 
pense  me  from  the  observation  of  common  rules.  I  hive 
always  been  a  complying  wife;  I  have  never  set.mys^ii^ 
i^ntradiction  to  your  will;  I  appeal  to  yourself  for  the 
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trttth  of  this*  I  desfMse^  however^  tiiose  deMeielefl^  an  ad- 
hetetneto  which  would  entiril  xxpon  us  Ihe  sacrifice  of  a& 
thai  18  nhpoat  valuable  in  kuinan  Ufe.  Can  I  shut  my  eara 
upwi  die  mysterioua  ^cpfresaions  whieh  Charles's  oom^nti 
faiKVrefetoarted  from  ytm?  *  Can  I  be  insensible  te  the  ex- 
tnundinary  porpose  7011  deelare  of  leaving  me^  when  I  have 
yet  been  scavcely  half  an  hour  under  the  roof  with  you  ? 
BeSote  Ghaiies  came  in^  yofa  seem  to  have  entertained  no 
Midi  design." 

"^  M^rlove,"  r^ed  I,  ''how  seriously  you  commit  upon 
the  most  insignificant  ineident!  Is  it  extraordinary  that  yoor 
«atexpepled  arrival  ^oold  at  first  have  made  me  forget  ah 
tngageraent  that  I  now  recollect  ?  " 

*^  81.  Leon/'  answered  my  wife^  ^*  before  yon  indulge  ia 
smftiae  at  my  earnestness,  recollect  the  circumstances  that 
nanediaiely  preceded  it.  Through  successive  weeks  I  have 
vaoted/orsome  fatisfaetory  and  agreeable  intelligence  from 
you.  I  had  a  right  before  this  to  have  expected  your  return. 
UnoertaiRty  and  a  dioaMmd  fearful  srpprehensions  have  at 
length  driven  me  from  my  hom^  and  brought  me  to  Paris. 
I  am  come  here  for  satisfaction  to  my  doubts,  and  peace  to 
nty  anxious  heart.'  Wonder  not,  ^erefore,  if  you  find 
something  more  earnest  and  determined  in  my  proceedings 
new,  than  upon  ordinary  oocanons.  Give  me,  I  conjure 
you,  give  me  ease  and  relief,  if  you  are  able !  If  not,  at  least 
aUomr  me  &is  consolation,  to  know  the  Worst  !*' 

'*  Be  pacified.  Marguerite ! "  I  rejoined.  "  I  am  grieved. 
Heaven  knows  how  dee^  grieved,  to  have  occasioned  you 
a  moment'a  painw  But,  since  you  lay  so  much  stress  upon 
this  circumstance,  depend  upon  it,  I  will  postpone  the 
tainnesff  I  was  going  about,  and  stay  wit^  you*'' 

This  concession,  voluntary  and  sincere,  produced  an 
cflEbct  that  I  had  not  foreseen.  Marguerite  gazed  for  a 
moment  in  my  face^  and  then  threw  herself  upon  my 
neck. 

**  Forgave  me,  ray  beloved  hittband ! "  she  cried.  *  You 
indeed  make  me  ashamed  of  myself.  I  fed  myself  inex« 
CQsabte.  I^  fed  that  I  have  been  brooding  over  imaginary 
evils,  and  creating  the  mistfy  that  corroded  my  heart. 
How  incKpressiUy  you  rise  ray  superior !'  But  I  will  con- 
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qjaer  my  weakness.  I  insist  upon  your  going  to  .the  ok- 
gagement  you  haye  made^  and  will  henceforth  place  ^ 
most  entire  confidence  in  yonr  pmdence  and  honour,** 

£yery  word  of  this  speech  was  a  dagger  to  my,  heart 
What  were  my  feelings,  while  this  admirable  woman  wtl 
taking  shame  to  herscJf  for  her  suspicions^  and  pouring  ooi'' 
ber  sotd  in  commendation  of  my  int^rity !  I  looked  in- 
ward, and  found  every  thing  there  the  reverse  of  her 
apprehension,  a  scene  of  desolation  and  remorse.  I  em- 
braced her  in  silence.  My  heart  panted  upon  her  bosom, 
and  seemed  bursting  with  a  secret  that  it  was  death  to  re* 
veaL  I  ought,  in  return  for  her  generosity,  to  have  given 
up  my  feigned  engagement,  and  devoted  this  nigbt  at  least 
|o  console  and  pacify  her.  But  I  could  not^  and  I  dared 
not.  The  wound  of  my  bosom  was  opened,  and  would 
not  be  closed.  The  more  I  loved  her  for  her  confidence, 
the  less  I  could  endure  myself  in  her  presence.  To  play 
the  hjrpocrite  for  so  many  hours,  to  assume  a  face  of  tran- 
quillity and  joy  while  all  within  was  tumult  and  horror, 
was  a  task  too  mighty  for  human  powers  to  execute.  I 
accepted  of  Marguerite's  permission,  and  left  her.  Even 
in  the  short  interval  before  I  quitted  the  house,  my  carriage 
was  near  to  betraying  me.  I  could  perceive  her  watchful 
of  my  countenance,  as  if  again  suspidous  that  some  fatal 
secret  lurked  in  my  mind.  She  said  nothing  further  upon 
the  subject  however,  and  I  presently  escaped  the  inquisition 
of  her  eye. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  describe  the  state  of  my  mind 
as  I  passed  along  the  streets.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
every  thing  I  had  felt  before  from  the  passion  of  gaming 
was  trivial  to  the  sensations  that  now  occupied  me.  Now 
first  it  stood  confessed  before  me,  a  demon  that  poisoned  all 
my  joy 8^  that  changed  the  transport  of  a  meeting  with  the 
adored  of  my  soul  into  anguish,  that  drove  me  forth  from 
her  yet  untasted  charms  a  solitary  wanderer  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  My  busy  soul  drew  forth  at  length  the  picture 
of  what  this  encounter  would  have  been,  if  it  had  been 
sanctified  with  the  stamp  of  conscious  innocence.  At  one 
moment  I  felt  myself  the  most  accursed  of  mankind ;  I 
believed  that  he  who  could  find,  as  I  did,  barrenness  and 


TRAVELS   OP   ST.  LEONr  69 

blasting  iu  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings,  must  be 
miserable  bej^ond  precedent  or  hope.  Shortly  li'ter,  how- 
ever,. I  reviewed  agiain  tlie  image  of  my  poison,  and  found 
in  it  the  pitomise  of  a  cure.  The  more  desperate  my  case 
appeared  to  me,  with  the  greater  insanity  of  expectation 
did  I  assure  mysdf  that  this  one  night  should  retrieve  all 
m  J  misfortunes.  In  giving  to  it  this  destination  indiaed,  I 
should  afflict  the  gentle  bosom  of  my  wife  but  too  pro- 
bably mfh  some  hours  of  uneasiness.  Biit  the  event  would 
richly  repay  her  for  so  transitory  a  suffering ;  I  wouljd 
then  open  my  whole  mind  to  her.  I  would  practise  no 
more  reserves  ;  I  should  no  longer  be  driven  to  the  refuge 
of  a  vile  hypocrisy.  1  would  bid  farewell  to  the  frowns 
and  the  caresses  of  fortune.  I  would  require  of  her  no 
further  kindnesses.  IS  I  were  incapable  myself  of  a  rigid 
econoniy,  1  would  commit  implicitly  to  Marguerite  the 
disposal  of  my  income,  whom  I  knew  to  be  every  way 
qualified  for  the  office.  With  these  reflections  I  nerved 
my  mind  to  the  most  decisive  adventures. 

Why  should  I  enter  into  a  long  detail  of  the  incidents 
of  this  crisis  ?  Soon,  though  not  immediately,  I  began  to 
lose  considerable  sumS'  I  brought  with  me  in  the  first  in- 
stance a  penetrating  eye,  a  collected  mind,  an  intellect 
prepared  for  unintermitted  exertion.  Misfortune  sub- 
verted all  this.  My  eye  grew  wild,  my  soul  tempestuous, 
my  thoughts  incoherent  and  distracted.  I  was  incapable  of 
any  thing  judicious ;  but  I  was  determined  to  persevere.^ 
I  played  till  morning,  nor  could  the  light  of  morning  in. 
duce  ine  to  desist  The  setting  sun  of  that  day  beheld  me 
a  beggar ! 

There  is  a  degree  of  misery,  which,  as  it  admits  of  no 
description,  so  does  it  leave  no  distinct  traces  in  the  me- 
mory. It  seems  as  if  the  weakness  of  the  human  mind 
alike  incapacitated  it  to  support  the  delirium  of  joy,  and 
the  extremity  of  sorrow.  Of  what  immediately  succeeded 
the  period  to  which  I  have  conducted  my  narrative  I  have 
no  recollection,  but  a  horror  beyond  all  names  of  horror, 
wild,  inexplicable,  unintelligible.  Let  no  one,  however, 
imagine,  that  the  temporary  desertion  of  the  soul  is  any 
alleviation  of  its  misery.     The  mind  that  sinks  under  its 

F  3 


70  TBATBLfl  OF  ST.  IMHH* 

•goffering  does  not  by  th»t  conduct  Viidce  ofP  its  tmrden. 
Rather^  ten  thousand  times  rather^  woidd  I  etidure  aff  the 
calamities  that  have  ever  yet  received  a  name^  tiie  setettfiODS 
and  history  of  which  are  capable  of  being  d^ineated,  ^am 
sustain  that  which  has  no  words  by  which  to  erpretn  ifsdf, 
and  the  conception  of  which  must  be  trusted  aoiely  to  the 
faculties  and  sympathy  of  the  reader.  Where  is  flie  celd 
and  inapprehensive  Spirit  that  talks  of  Inadness  as  m  fefage 
£x>m  sorrow  ?  Oh^  dull  and  uncond^ving  lieyoiid '  sJl 
belief !  I  cannot  speak  of  every  species  of  madness  ;  bift 
I  also  have  been  mad!  This  I  kndw^'  that  ihet«  is  ^ 
vacancy  of  soul^  where  all  appears  buried  in  stupiditf/  asd 
scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  thought^  that  is  more  in^ 
tolerable  than  the  bitterest  reflections.  This  I  know,  that 
there  is  an  incoherence^  in  which  diepiind  seems  to  vrtoder 
without  rudder  and  pilots  that  laughs  to  scorn  th^  ni^- 
stitlous  fictions  of  designing  priests.  Oh^  how  masty 
sleepless  days  and  weeks  did  I  endure !  the  ^oughts "frari- 
tlc^  the  tongue  raving  I  While  we  can. still  adhere,  if  I 
may  so  express  myself^  to  the  method  of  misery^  th^ls a 
sort  of  nameless  complacency  that  lurks  under  all  ^bat  we 
can  endure.  We  are  still  conscious  that  we*  aremeir;  we 
wonder  at  and  admire  our  powers  of  being  miserable  ^  baty 
when  the  masts  and  tackle  of  the  intellectual  vessel  are  d 
swept  away^  then  is  the  true  sadness!  '  We  have'nO  con- 
sciousness to  sustain  us>  no  sentiment  of  dignity^  no  seciet 
admiration  of  what  we  are^  still  <^i^g  to  our  hearts. 

All  this  I  venture  to  afiSrm^^with  the  full  recollection 
of  what  I  suffered^  when  restored  to  my  senses,  present  to 
my  mind. 

When  the  acoount  was  dosed,  and  the  loss  of  .my  Jast 
stake  had  fimshed  the  scene,  I  rose,  and,  quitting  the  fatal 
spot  where  these  traztsactions  had  passed,  entered  the  street, 
with  a  heart  oppressed^  and  a  biusting  head.  My  eyes 
^UoDed,  but  I  saw  nothing,  and  could  think  of  nothing..  It 
was  already  neaiiy  dark;  and  the  day  which  bad. been 
tempestuous,  was  succeeded  by  a  heavy  and  settled  rain.  I 
wandered  for  some  time,  not  knowing  whither  I  went.  My 
pace,  which  had  at  first  been  slow,  gradually  increased,  and 
I  traversed  the  whole  dty  with  a  hurried  and  impatient 
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step*.  Tbe  streets  which  had  contauied  few  persons  at 
firsl^grAdiialljflQBt  those  few.  I  was  ahnost  alone.  I  saw 
oc^iMsiaiially  ragged  and  houseless  misery  shrinking  under 
the  cover  of  a  miserable  shed;  I  saw  the  midnight  robber^ 
watc^iing  for  his  prey,  and  ready  to  start  upoq  the  unwary 
PMMf^g^sv  From  me  he  fled  ;  there  was  something  in  my 
air  tbi|t  impelled,  eyen  desperate  violation  to  shrink  from 
the.  en90U^ter.  1  continued  this  incessant^  unmeaning  e^er. 
tion  fyf  hpvLTfu  .  At  lengthy  by  an  accidental  glance  of  the 
eye^'  I  found  mysdf  at  the  gate  of  my  own  hoteL  Heedless 
of.  what  I  didj,  I  entered ;  and,  as  nature  was  now  com- 
pletely, e^ansted  within  me^  sunk  down  in  a  sort  of  insen- 
sibi$^y  at  the  foot  of  the  grand  staircase. 

Tliis  stupor,  ttlbr  a  considerable  interval,  gradually  sub- 
fiidedn  ..I  opened  my  eyes,  and  saw  various  figures  flit- 
tiiig;,r#boijiJt  me ;  but  I  seemed  to  myself  equally  incapable  of 
i^gllqctiyg  piy  Noughts,  and  of  speech.  My  understanding 
indfiecl  shortly  became  clearer,  but  an  insuperable  reluctance 
to  voluntary  exertion  hung  up(m  me.  I  explained  myself 
only^isi  monosyllables;  a  sort  of  instinctive  terror  of  dis. 
(doaiiig  what  had.  passed  to  the  admirable  woman  I  had 
sacrlfioed  maintained  in  me  this  perpetual  reserve.  For 
«everal\days  tc^ether  I  sat  from  morning  till  night  in  one 
immpiRable  posture,  nor  was  any  thing  of  force  enough  to 
awakea  me  to  exertion. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


ft  was  not  long  before  the  unhappy  partner  of  my  fortunes 
was  informed  of  what  had  passed.  The  wretches  who  had 
stripped  me  of  my  tSl  soon  made  their  appearance  to  daim 
what  was  no  longer  mine.  What  would  have  been  their 
reception,  if  I  had  suffidentiy  possessed  myself  to  parley 
with  them  on  the  suhject,  I  am  unable  to  determine.  I 
could  not  have  preserved  the  wreck  of  my  property  from 
their  grasp,  but  at  the  expense  of  an  indelible  stain  upon 
my  honour ;  yet  my  desperation  would  probably  have  led 
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me  to  a  conduct  equally  extmyagant  and  uadess.  late 
oonditioii  in  which  I  was,  the. whole  direction  of  theban^^ 
nest  devolved  upon  Maigoerite;  and  nevor  did  huimHi 
creatoie  demean  herself,  with  greater  magnanimity  and  pnK 
priety.  She  saw  at  once  that  she  could  not  resist  thek' 
claims  but  at  the  expense  of  my  reputation ;  lor  hoself 
she  valued  not  ricbesy  and  had  no  dread  of  poverty  jand^ 
thus  circumstanced;  she  had  the  courage  herself  to  bdBg;ti^ 
me  the  papers  they  offered^  the  object  of  which  I  scarcelf 
understood;  and  to  cause  me  to  annex  that  signature  wMi^ 
was  to  strip  her  and  her  children  of  all  earthly  fortoncp 
Her  purpose  was^  as  soon  as  this  business  was  over>  t» 
cause  us  to  quit  France,  and  retire  into  some  scene  of  virtu* 
ous  obscurity.  .  But  she  would  not  leave  behind  her  for  dia 
last  descendants  of  the  counts  de  St.  Leon  any  avoida^ 
disgrace^  Her  mode  of  reasoning  upon  the  suliject  was  ex^~ 
tremely  simple.  Obscurity  she  regarded  as  no  misfortuiiei; 
and  eminent  situation^  whese  it  fairly  presetted  itself,  as  a 
responsibility  it  would  be  base  to  shrink  from :  ignomiDf 
alone  she  considered  as  the  proper  theme  of  abhorrence;^ 
For  the  fiddeness  and  inconstancy  of  fortune  it  is  impossiM 
ble  to  answer ;  by  one  of  those  reverses  in  which  she 
appears  to  delight^  she  might  yet  restore  us  to  the  lu8tre«f< 
our  ,fonner  condition ;  but^  if  the  name  of  St.  Leon  wsi^ 
henceforth  to  disappear  from  the  annals  of  France^  she  waf 
desirous  at  least,  as  far  as  depended  on  her,  that  it  dionld 
expire,  like  the  far  famed  bird  of  Arabia,  in  the  midst  of 
perfumes.  ' 

When  the  whole  situation  of  Marguerite  is  taken  into 
consideration,  the  reader,  like  myself,  will  stand  asUmish^ 
at  the  fortitude  of  her  conduct.  She  had  come  to  Pan% 
unable  any  longer  to  tranqulllise  the  agitation  of  her  mind, 
and  exhausted  with  fears,  suspicions,  and  alarms.  When 
she  arrived,  she  experienced  indeed  one  delusive  moment 
of  transport  and  joy.  But  that  was  soon  over.  It  was- 
succeeded  by  reflections  and  conjectures  respecting  the 
mysteriousness  of  my  behaviour ;  it  was  succeeded  by  my 
unexpected  departure,  and  the  hourly  expectation  of  my 
return.  After  the  lapse  of  a  night  and  a  day,  I  returned  - 
indeed,  but  in  what  a  condition  I    Drenched  with  rak), 
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trembling  with  iiunatioii,  speeehieffi  -and  almie*  Scarody 
had  she  received  notice  of  my  atriira}^  and  come  forwaid  to 
meBt-aiey  than  she  saw  me  fiU^  motionless  and  insensiUe, 
at  faet  feet.  She  watdied  my  recovery/  and  hung  wilh  in. 
desiaibiMe  expectation  over  my  eouch.  She  was  only 
cflJlfld  awsy  bytfae  wretches^  who  came  to  advance  their 
atcnrsed  dtaims,  and  to  visit  her  with  the  intelligence  of 
onr.niifi^  as  with  a  diunderbolt.  Already  en&ebled  and 
aiannni  by  all 'the  preoediftg  drcumstances^  they  spoke 
with  aio  onuideratioa  to  her  weakness^  ihey  stooped  to  no 
qualifioatiODs  and  palliatives^  hut  disclosed  tike  whole  in  the 
most  dbrupt  and  shocking  manner. '  Any  <other  woiAah 
would  have  snnl^  under  this  accumulation  of  ill.  Marguerite 
only  borrowed  vigour  from  her  situation^  and  rose  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  preamre  of  the  ^  calamity.  She  took  her  re» 
sdBtioB  at  onoe^  and  answered  them  in  the  most  firm  and 
decisive  language*  ,  ■ 

The  period  of  inactivity  and-' stupor  that  at  ^st  seised 
me  was  succeeded  by  a  period  of  freney.  It  was  in  this 
condition  that  Marguerite  conducted  me  and  my  children  to 
ui'C^ciire  retreat  in  the  canton  of  Soleure>  in  the  republic 
of •  Switzerland.  Cheapness  was  the  first  object;  for  the 
most!  mi6eMd)le  pittance  was  all  i^e  had  saved  from  the 
wieck  of  our  fortune;  She  had  not  chosen  for  beauty  of 
sitnatian^  or  magnificence  of  prospects.  The  i^ock  hcr 
mind'  had  sustained  was  not  so  great  as  to  destroy  her  acti- 
vity amd  fortitude,  but  it  left  her  little  Insure  for  the  wanton- 
ness of  studied  indulgence.  The  scene  was  rem6te  and 
somewhat  sterile.  She  conceived  that,  when  I  recovered 
my  sensessy  an  event  which  she  did  not  cease  to  promise 
h^^selfy  flolitnde  would  be  most  grateM,  at  least  to  the  ifirst 
stage  of  my  retuniing  reason. 

Hidier,  then,  it  was  that  she  led  me,  our  son,  and  three 
daughters.  Immediately  upon  our  arrtTal  she  purchased 
a  smafl  and  obscure,  but  neat,  cottage,  and  atHred  her- 
self and  her  children  in  habits  similar  to  those  of  the 
nei^bouriUg  peasants.  My  paternal  estates,  as  well  as 
those  which  had  fallen  to  me  by  marriage^  had  all  been 
swailowed  up  in  the  gulf,  which  my  accursed  conduct  had 
prepared.     Mai^erite  made  a  general  sale  of  our  movables, 
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our  ocuftmentoy  and  mrai  oiur  clothes.  A  few  bpoks^  guided 
hj  tbe  BttftcbinflBt  to  lifteratiure  which  had  always  aUeiuM 
wdy  were  aU  thaik  jhe  iayed  from  the  wreck.  A  conaidertf 
able  jNut  of  the  jum  tluia  produced  waa^appropriated  hy  aq 
creditors.  Marguerite  had  thcf  prudence  a»d  skill  tp  aatU% 
them  all^  and  was  contented  to  retain  that,  only  wbidbt.  i^ 
nudsed  when. their  d^nwids  were  discharged.  Thi^^F^ 
diti4aflt  dictate  of  her  pride  and  the  high-^hom  intjegr^ty^^of 
her/ nature^  at  the  lime  that  she  thiia  departed  a  vcUi 
exile  from  her  native  country.  Two  servants  aqoon^j 
us  iaour  flighty  i»hose  attochment  was  so  greats  that  eir^ 
if rliwir  attendance  bad  not  heen  neoessary^  it  would  h»^ 
hflaa  found  somewhat  difficult  ito  shake  them  off.  '  Ma^r^b^ 
stte^  however,  was  governed  by  the  strictest  princip]^^ 
economy ;  and,  whatever  the  stmg^le  might  have  been  y^(k 
theimportunity  otf  Wlible  afibction  in  dismissing  th^yl^gyt 
remains  of  our  profuse  and  luxurious  household,  she,  w(^ 
ha.ve  thought  herself  ^liged  to  proceed  even  to  thia  ext^eiof^ 
if  judicious  parsimony  'had  daananded  it  from  hfr .  Sutjit 
did  not.  Our  youngsst  daughter  was  at  this  timi^  qqIj 
twdvB  months  old,  and  it  would  have  been  scarody  possifai^ 
for  the  mother,  however  resolute  in  her  exertions,  to  ha?^ 
discharged  the  cares  due  to  such  a  family,  at  a  time  when 
the  h£ker  of  it  was  suffmng  under  ao  heavy  an  affliction* 
One  female  servant  she  retained  to  assist  her  in  these  offiqqi* 
She  could  not  dispense  herself  from  a  very  assiduous  atteor 
tion  to  me<  She  could  never  (Aherwise  have  been  satji8fie4» 
that  every  thing  was  done  that  ought  to  be  done,  thateveaiqr 
tenderness  was  exercis^  that  might  be  demanded  by  lay 
humiliating  «tuatioB>  or  that  sufficient  sagacity  and  skill  weie 
employed  in  watching  and  encouraging  the  gleams  of  j^ 
turning  reason^  The  violence  of  my  paroxysms,  howevo;, 
was  frequently  such  as  to  render  a  manual  force  greater  tbaii 
hers  necessary  to  prevent  me  from  effecting  some  desperate 
mischief.  Bemardin^  a  trusty  servant,,  nearly  of  my  own 
age,  and  who  had  Attended  upon  my  person  almost  from 
infancy,  was  retained  by  Marguerite  for  this  purpose.  J 
waa  greatly  indebted  for  the  recovery  f which  speedily  fol« 
lowed  to  the  affectionate  anxiety  and  enlightened  care  of 
this  incomparable  woman.     It  is  inconceivable  to  thofie 
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ivlto  have  never  been  led  to  a  practieal  examination  of  ^ 
ftalyjeet^  how  much  may  be  effected  in^  Ms  reaptet  by  an 
itadiment  ever  on  the  watdh^  and  an  tmderatanding  judi* 
i£cnitto  coinbihe^  'where  hired  attendanee  would  sle^^  and 
ihebdaraeness 'of  a  blunt  infiensibiUty Vfit0A  irritate,  nay^ 
|i<arbE^i[NSji  mortally  injure. 

''  Itl^^arcely  posrible  to  imi^ne  a  wilb  in<n«  intereatii^ 
ihd  adinh^aUe  than  Marguerite  appealed  upott  the  pvtatnt 
ijcessicta.  Fallen  from  the  highest  rtok  to  the  Icrweit 
^bl^erty^  i^e  did  not  allow  hei<6^a  mean^ndf  pitiful  regret 
f^b  rererlBe  could  be  thore  ^mpiete  and  abrupt^  but  the  did 
libt' sa^k  under  it.*  She  proved/ iAi' the  most  convincing 
putknA;  that  her  elevation  was  not  tiie '4^%pting  of  wealth 
Xft  rank^  bui  was  piioperly  hfer  own.  Steigave  a  graee^  rren 
t  lustre^  to  poverty^  wMdi  if  can  Oiiil^' te(ieive  f^om  ^e 
emanatipnsof  a  cultivated  ihind.  H^<cyidren  wer^racon* 
eiled  and  eneoui^aged  by  her  example^  alidsooft  fbrgotdiose 
tiidulgehces  Which  had  not  yet  had  tim^  to  emasculate  their 
i^tfiilB.  The  deplorable  situation  to  wMidi  the  father  of 
j^  f an!ifly  was  reduced  was  far  from  Inducing  her  to  cease 
ilrbqi  her  efforts  in  the  bitterness  of  despait'.  She  determined 
ibrthe  present  to  be  both  a  father  al^d  «  mother  to  her 
tidldren.  She  looked  forward  with  eoi^dence  to  my  speedy 
tecpver/.  Though  I  was  the  author  of  her  calamities^  she 
JBd  not  permit  this  consideiration  to  •subfraet  liom  the  purity 
tM^  jber  affbetion^  or  the  tenderness  of  h(n*  anxiety.  SHie  ve- 
sbhed  that  no  word  or  look  of  hers  ^ihould  ever  rc^froach 
tee  With  my  miscoAduet4  ^le  had  been  accustomed  to  de^ 
ifre  rank,  and  affluence,  and  indulgence  fot  her  diildren; 
ftat  her  son  might  run  the  career  of  gler^  which  his  finre- 
*&ther8  ran,  and  that  lier  daughters  might  unite  their  fites 
%ith  what  was  most  illustrious  and  honourable  in  their 
iiative  country.  But,  if  she  were  disappdnted  in  this,  she 
was  determined,  as  far  as  it  should  be  in  her  power,  to  give 
&i|n  virtue  and  cheerfulness  and  content,  a  mind  that  sh^oild 
]bid  resources  within  itself,  and  call  forth  r^ard  and  esteem 
'^m  the  rest  of  mankind. 

My  recovery  was  fitful  and  precarious,  sometimes  i^pear« 
hg  to  be  rapidly  on  the  advance,  and  at  o^ers  to  threaten 
^  fetal  relapse'.     Among  &e  expedients  that  Max\si;xenXi& 
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employed  to  re-excite  the  slumbering  spark  of  reason  ^ 
that  of  paternal  affection.  Ever  on  the  watch  for  a  favour- 
able opportunity^  she  sometimes  brought  to  me  her  owb 
little  namesake,  who,  though  only  twelve  months  old,  did 
not  fail  to  discover  unequivocal  marks  of  that  playftilness 
and  gaiety  which  made  so  considerable  a  part  of  her  con- 
stitutionid  character.  Her  innocent  smiles,  her  frolic  and 
careless  laughter,  produced  a  responsive  vibration  that 
reached  to  my  inmost  heart.  They  were,  not  unfrequently,^ 
powerful  enough  to  check  the  career  of  my  fury,  or  to  raise 
me  from  the  lowest  pitch  of  despondence.  JuUa  wept  for 
me,  and  Louisa  endeavoured  to  copy  the  offices  of  kindness 
aiie  was  accustomed  to  see  her  mother  perform :  Charles, 
who  conceived  more  fully  than  the  rest  the  nature  of  my 
indisposition,  was  upon  all  occasions  solicitous  to  be  admit- 
ted into  my  presence,  and  attended  mie  for  the  most  part 
with  speechless  anxiety,  while  his  watchful,  glistening  eye 
uttered  volumes,  without  the  assistance  of  words.  *  His 
mother  at  length  yielded  16  his  importunity,  and  he  became 
established  the  regular  assistant  of  Bemardin  in  the  care  of 
my  person.  The  restlessness  and  impetuosity  he  had  hitherto 
manifested  seemed  upon  this  occasion  entirely  to  subside : 
hour  after  hour  he  willingly  continued  shut  up  in  my  cham- 
ber, eager  for  every  opportunity  of  usefulness,  and  gratified 
with  that  complaisance  with  which  the  human  mind  never 
fails  to  be  impressed,  when  it  regards  its  actions  ais  benefi- 
cent, or  approves  its  temper  as  compassionate.  ' 

The  restoration  of  my  health  was  greatly  retarded  by 
the  melancholy  impressions  which  necessarily  offered  them- 
selves to  my  mind  when  recollection  resumed  her  seat. 
It  was  fortunate  for  me  that  this  sort  of  retrospection  ap- 
pears not  to  be  the  first  thing  that  occurs  after  a  paroxysm 
of  insanity.  When  the  tide  of  incoherent  ideas  subsides, 
the  soul  is  left  in  a  state  of  exhaustion ;  and  seems^  by  a 
sort  of  instinct,  tP  shun  the  influx  of  tumultuous  emotions^ 
and  to  dwell  upon  such  feelings  as  are  mild,  tranquil^  and 
restorative.  Once,  however,  when  I  was  nearly  recovered,' 
the  thought  of  what  I  had  been,  and  the  recollection  of  what 
I  was,  violently  suggesting  themselves  to  my  mind,  brought 
on  a  relapse,  attended  with  more  alarming  and  discour- 
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ag^g  syiKiptoms  than  my  origUial,  alienation.  At  that  mo« 
ment  Marguerite  was>  for  the  £rst  time^  irresi$tihly  4^tr^ck 
with  the  couceptipn  that  mine  was  aii  inpi;u^able  lunacy; 
an4>  as  sh^  afteri^iards  assured  n^e^  at  no  period  down  to 
that  instant  had  she  fdt  herself  so  truly  inqonsolahle«  But 
even  a  sei^timent  of  the  )ast  despair  was  inculpable  of  su« 
perseding  the,  active  beneficeuce  of  Marguerite*  Her  as- 
siduities^,  so  far  as  related  to  this  fa^al  ca^Lamity^  yf&te  at 
lengUi  crowned  with  success.  Her  gloomy  prognostics 
-:feiirere  not  realised^  and  the  distemper  of  my  understai^iding 
quitted  ine  for  ever, 

Wretched,  however,  as  I  have  akeady  remarked,  heyond 
all  common  notions  of  wretchedness,  were  my  thoughts^ 
when  mj  spul  returned  to  its  proper  bias,  and  I  fuUy  sur- 
veyed the  nature  of  my  present  situation.     Marguerite, 
who,  by  her  sagacity  and  patience,  had  recovered  me  from 
a  state  of  the  most  dreadful  disease,  now  exerted  herself  to 
^5e^;t  the  more  arduous  task  of  reconciUng  me  to  myself, 
phe  assured  nie  that  she  forgave  me  from  her  inmost  heart ; 
^y,  that  she  was  thankful  to  Providence,,  which,  in  the 
na^dst  of  whatthe  world  calls  great  calamitieis,  had  pre-* 
sepred,  to  her  what  she  most  valued,  my  afiection^  entire. 
She  Qontrasted  w)iat  had  been  the  subject  of  her  appre- 
(lensions  before  she  came  to  Paris,  with  what  had  proved 
to  be  the  state  of  the.  case  afterwards.     She  averred,  that 
tiiip.  worst  that  had  happened  was  trivial  and  tolerable,^^ 
compared  with  the,  notion  that  her  fears  had  delineated. 
%e  had  feared  to  find  my  heart  alineated  from  her,  and 
lieii^^f  ft  widowed  mother  to  orphan  children.     She  dreaded 
k^t  i  should  have  proved  myself  worthless  in  her  eyes,  lest 
I  should  have  been  found  to  have  committed  to  oblivion 
the  most  sacred  of  all  duties ;  and,  for  the  gratification  of 
a  low  and  contemptible  caprice,  to  have  sacrificed  all  pre- 
tensions to  honour  and  chai;acter.     For  that,  indeed,  her 
h^ttt  would  have  bled ;  against  that,  all  the  pride  she  de- 
4i^ed  from  her  ancestry  and  my  own  would  have  revolted;, 
d^t  would  have  produced  a  revulsion  of  her  frame,  snap- 
pp^  the  chain  of  all  her  haluts,  and  putting  a  violent  close 
all  the  sentiments  she  had  most  fondly  nourished^ 
dreaded,  indeed,  that  she  should  not  have  survived  ix... 
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Bat  the  mistake  I  had  •owmittod  was  of  a  vaj  ^flbtfvt 
nature.  I  had  nclAher  forgottoa  thai  I  waa  a  htiabalid  Mr 
a  &ther  ;  I  had  only  made  an  ii^jndieiona  and  untetunat^ 
choiee  of  Ae  way  of  dkdiafgiag  'wkmt  «wa  dm  l»  these 
ohanusten,  ^Vhat  had  passed  was  incaplMe  of  Smpeadfaig 
ddier  the  cansttncy  of  my  afftctiotis  or  the  idil^ritf  of 
my  principles.  Sbe  foigave  me^  4md  it  was  in«iuttiiait 
npan  me  to  finrgiye  myself. 

She  aamred  me  that  poverty,  in  her  appfSfconato>  -mm 
a Tcry  slight  evil;  snd  she  appeded  to  my  own  Hiidsr- 
standing  for  the  somidness  of  her  judgment.  She  hid.Hn# 
look  rowid  upon  the  pesssntry  of  die  n^hbomhqod,  i^on 
a  footing  with  whom  we  were  now  plaaed»  and  aak- 119 
own  heart  whether  they  were  not  h^ipy.  One  disadilinv 
tage^indeed^  they  were  snlgeefced'  to>  —  die  absenee  of-ewdt^ 
vation  and  learning.  6he  could  nevisr  bring  liersetf  m 
belieffe  that  ignorance  was  a  bemtAt ;  the  saw  theeonliaiy 
of  this  practically  illustmted  in  her  own  oasey  in  mine,  and 
in  that  of  all  die  persona  to  whom,  through  lii^>  stM.had 
been  most  ardentiy  attached.  She  wkihdd  her  cfasldi^fc  ta 
attain  inteUeotaal  refineBnent,  possess  fiiUy  the  attributea-of 
arataenalnatnre,  and  to  be  as  far  removed  as  poasil^e  fiw» 
the  condition  of  stodcs  and  stones,  by  aocumulating  a 
gazine  of  thonghts,  and  by  a  rich  and  cultivated  sei 
But  the  want  of  fortune  did  not  in  our  case,  as  in  •die-eaas 
of  so  many  others,  shut  them  out  from  this  advantage;  it 
was  in  our  own  power  to  bestow  it  upon  diem. 

It  was  the  part  of  a  reaaonable  man,  she  told  me,  nd  to 
waste  his  strength  in  useless  regrets  for  what  was  paal^and 
had  already  eluded  his  grasp;  but  to  advert  to  the  btessingi 
he  had  stiU  in  possession.  If  we  did  thisin  our  present 
situation,  we  should  find  every  reason  for  contentment  and 
joy.  Our  pleasure  in  each  other,  and  the  constancy- of  o» 
attachment,  was  unasssiled  and  unimpaired.  Where  were 
there  two  married  persons,  she  would  venture  to  ask,  who 
had  more  reason  to  applaud  their  connection,  or  to  whooi 
their  connection  was  pregnant  with  so  various  gratiieati<HMi> 
From  ourselves  we  had  only  to  turn  our  thoughts  to  one 
ehildren;  and  we  were  surely  as  singularly  fortunate  in 
this  respect  as  in  eadi  other.     Charles,  who  had  akra^ 
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been  the  subject  oi  ovr  pride,  hid  lately  «xliifaited  such  an 
eOMoaple  of  patientrsynvpi^fa^aDd  fihal  aficction^  as  perfaafpa 
hdd  never  been  equalkd  in  a  child  so  yoni^  The  aeiifli- 
bHhy  0f  JisSia;  ike-  imdeistanding  of  Louisa^  and  the  vi« 
vafeiiy  of  Mai^tterftje^  were  all  of  them  so  many  gcomig 
sonrderef  inecdnmslible*  dehght.  Our  children  i^re  in* 
tefl^^ltMtt,  •flffiMSflionate>  «nd  vh-taom.  Thos  drcumstanced; 
she  entreated  me  not  to  indulge  that  jaundice  oi  the  im^ 
i^lialieir^  'tilrieh  shouTd  ereate  to  itself  a  aentinient  of  me» 
fa^cShlAy  and  discontent  in  the  midst  of  this  terrestrial 
ipSifaAUle. 

Mbst  virtuoda  of  women^  now  perhaps  the  purest  and 

tb^*  bl^itfeBf  amcmg  the  sainta  in  heaven !  why  was  I  deaf 

to  ^^4M>lmdness  of  your  exhorta/fcions^  and  the  generosity 

of  y^mir  eentiments?     Deaf,  indeed>  I  was  !  A  prey  to  iht 

deepest  dej6ctioA^  they  appeared  to  me  the  offi»pring^  of 

nstoipiprehension  and  paradox t    Snpposing,  in  the. mean 

Ami^,  libat  they  were 'reasonable  and  just  in  the  moutii  of 

hw  T^o  uttered  them^  I  feUr  tbent  as  totally  foreign  to  my 

oWtf  Mtuation.     The  language^  as  they  were^  of  innocence^ 

it  'WftS'  not  wonderfVil  that  to  an  innocent  heart  they  npoki 

traiiitt^ty  and  peace.     Marguerite  looked  round  upon  the 

preiient  rustidty  and  plainness  of  our  condition,  and  erery 

thittg  that  she  saw  talked  to  her  of  her  merit  and  her  worth. 

If  we  were- reduced^  she  was  in  no  way  acoountahle  iat 

tliat  reduction ;  it  had  been  the  test  of  her  magnanimity, 

her  patience^  and  the  immutableness  of  her-  virtue.     She 

smitiMi  at  the  assaults  of  adversity,  and  felt  a  merit  in 

her  smiles.     How   different  was  my  situation!     Erery 

ifalt^  that  I 'saw  reminded  me  of  my  guilt,  and  upbraided 

me-  with  crimes  diat  it  was  hell  to  recdlect.     My  own 

garb,  and  that  of  my  wife  and  children^  the  desertion  in 

yAdch  we  lired^  the  simple  benches,  the  unhewn  rafters,  the 

naked  walls,  all  told  me  what  it  was  I  had  done,  and  were 

so  many  echoes  to  my  oonsdence,  repeating,  without  inter* 

mission  and  without  end,  its  heart-breaking  reproaches* 

ShMip  was  almost  a  stranger  to  me ;  these  incessant  monitor* 

confounded  my  senses  in  a  degree  scarcely  short  of  madness 

itself.     It  is  the  property  of  viee  to  conrert  every  thing 

tfa«t*dioiild  be  oonscrioelDn  into  an  additional  source  of  an« 
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gnub.  The  hewaty,  thc^^^aptdty,  and  the  virtue  of  my 
children^  the  affisction  with  which  they  regaided  me,  the 
IMitience  and  attentiTeneas  and  forbearance  of  their  exodknt 
mother^  wa^  all  so  many  aggravations  of  the  mischief  I  had 
perpetrated.  I  could  almost  have  wished  to  have  been  die 
olgect  of  their  taunts  and  execration.  I  could  have  wished 
to  have  been  disengaged  from  the  dearest  charities  of  ovr 
nature^  and  to  have  borne  the  weight  of  my  crimes  alone. 
It  would  have  been  a  relief  to  me  if  my  children  had  been 
covered  with  the  most  loathsome  diseases,  defbtmed  and 
monstrous.  It  would  have  been  a  relief  to  me,  if  they  had 
been  abortive  in  understanding,  and  odious  in  propensities, 
if  their  hearts  had  teemed  with  every  vice,  and  every  day 
had  marked  them  the  predestined  victims  of  infamy.  The 
guilt  of  having  stripped  them  of  every  extnnal  facnl^ 
would  then  have  sat  light  upon  me.  But  thus  to  have 
ruined  the  most  lovely  family  perhaps  that  existed  on  the 
&oe  of  the  earth,  the  most  exemplary  of  women,  and 
children  in  whom  I  distinctly  marked  the  bud  of  every  ex- 
cellence and  every  virtue,  was  a  conduct  that  I  could  neiner 
foigive  even  to  myself.  Oh,  Damville,  Damville  i  best  of 
men  1  truest  of  friends !  why  didst  thou  put  thy  trust  in 
such  a  wretch  as  1  am  !  Hadst  thouna  presentiment  of  the 
fatal  consequences?  *  Wert  thou  empowered  to  commit 
thy  only  child  and  all  her  possible  offiipring  to  so  dreadiiil 
risk  ?  Indeed,  it  was  not  well  done !  It  was  meant  in 
kindness ;  but  it  was  the  cruellest  mischief  that  could  have 
been  inflicted  on  me.  I  was  not  a  creature  qualified  for 
such  dear  and  tender  connections.  I.  was  destined  by 
nature  to  wander  a  solitary  outcast  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
For.  that  only,  that  fearful  misery,  was  I  fitted.  Why, 
misguided,  mi^udging  man !  didst  thou  not  leave  me  to 
my  fate  ?  Even  that  would  have  been  less  dreadful  than 
what  I  have  experienced! — Wretch  that  I  am!  Why 
do  I  reproadi  my  best  benefactor  ?  No,  let  me  turn  the 
whole  current  of  my  invective  upon  myself  1  Damville  was 
actuated  by  the  noblest  and  most  generous  sentiment  that 
ever  entered  the  human  mind.  What  a  return  then  have 
I  made,  and  to  what  a  benefit ! 
All  the  previous  habits  of  my  mind  had  taught  me  to 


feel  tny  preseiit  eircnmstanoes  WMi  |t]ie  utmost  acutenest. 
Iforguerite^  the  generout  Mai|;iierite^  stood^  irith  a  ima^ 
almost  iiui^erent^  between  the  ^ponte  ideas  of  riches  and 
poverty.  Not  so  her  husbsnd.  I  had  beeo  foniied^  hm 
every  aceideiit  of  my  life,  to  the  love  of  splendour.  Uipt 
heraie  feats,  and  not  die  tnmquillity  of  nml  retirement^  oif 
the  pmrsoits  of  a  dianteler  professedly  Mtenry,  had  been  the 
food  4>f  my  imagination,  9rer  sinee  the  faculty  pf  imagina- 
tloA  was  iinfdded  in  my  mmd.  The  fleU  of  the  dodi  of 
goftd,  the  si^ge  and  the  faatde  of  Pavia,  -were  for  ever  present 
tomyieeoliection.  iVands  the  First,  Bayard,  and  Bourbon, 
eisniafiy  Ibrmed  the  salgect  of  my  ▼(jdoiis  and  reveries. 
These  propensities  had  indeed  degenerated  into  an  infantine 
taste  fyat  magnificence  and  expense ;  but  tiie  roots  did  not 
embtmoe  their  soil  the  less  forcibly,  because  tiie  Inanehes 
were  piessed  do^m  and  diverted  6om  tiieir  genuine  per** 
peodieukr.  That  from  a  lord,  descended  firom  some  of  the 
most  ilhistiieus  houses  in  Franes,  and  mysdf  amjdy  im* 
hued  with  the  Ugh  aact  disdamftii  i^irit  inddent  to  my 
imik,  1  should  become  a  peasant,  was  itseif  a  sufficient  de^ 
gradation.  But  I  caii  the  heavens  to  witness  that  I  could 
have  endorod  lias  witii  palience,  if  I  had  endured  it  alime. 
I  ^MKdd  have  regarded  it  as  the  just  retribution  of  my 
fi^es,  and  sidimitted  with  the  most  eiusmpbry  resignation. 
Bat  I  could  not,  with  an  equal  mind,  b^idd  my  wife  and 
dtildmn  involved  in  my  puniduneat.  I  turned  my  eyes  upon 
the  partner  of  my  life,  and  reealled  with  genuine  anguish 
the  raagnific^ce  to  which  Ae  was  aocustmned,  and  the 
hopes  to  which  she  was  bom.  I  looked  upon  my  children, 
the  find!  of  ray  loins,  and  once  tiie  pride  of  my  heart,  and 
reeoBeeted  that  they  were  paupers,  rustics,  exiles.  I  could 
fsicsee  no  retom  to  rank,  font  £EHr  them  and  their  posterity 
an  inteiminahle  succession  of  obscurity  and  meanness.  A 
real  par^t  can  support  the  odamity  of  personid  degradation, 
but  he  cannot  bear  to  witness  and  anticipate  this  oomiptioii 
of  his  hlood.  At  some  times  I  honoured  Marguerite  for 
her  equaatmily.  At  others  I  almost  despised  her  for  this 
integrity  (tfheri'lrtues.  laocusedherinmy  heart  of  being 
destitute  of  the  spark  of  tnie  nobility.  Her  patience  I  con« 
tiderod  as  little  less  than  meanness  and  vui^aiity  of  sjnrit. 
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It  would  haye  become  her  better^  I  Ihougbt^  like  nue,  to 
luiye  coned  her  fate,  and  the  oatWof  that  fate ;  like  m^ 
to  have  spumed  indignant  at  die  dayery  to  which  we  -wace 
eondemned ;  to  haye  refuied  to  be  pacified ;  and  to  have 
wasted  the  last  dregs  of  existence  in  impatience  and  7egi«L 
I  could  act  that  which  had  inyolyed  us  in  this  dire  zeyene; 
taut  I  could  not  encounter  the  consequences  of  my  act« 

The  state  of  my  mind  wsa  in  the  utmost  degree  dejected 
and  forlorn.  I  carried  an  srrow  in  my  hesrt,  whidi  Uie 
kindness  of  my  wife^and  children  pinyed  inadequate  to  ex- 
tmcty  and  the  ranklings  of  which  time  itself  had  not.the 
power  to  assuage.  The  wound  was  not  mortal ;  but,  like  the 
wound  of  Philoctetes^  poisoned  with  the  blood  of  the  LemesB 
hydra,  I  dragged  it  about  with  me  from  year  to  year,  aad 
it  rendered  my  existence  a  galling  burden  hardly  to  be 
supported.  A  great  portion  of  my  time  was  passed  on  a 
deep  and  mournful  silence,  which  all  the  soothinga  that 
were  addressed  to  me  could  not  preyail  on  me  to  break. 
Not  that  in  this  silence  there  was  the  least  particle  of  ill 
humour  or  sullenness.  It  was  a  mild  and  passiye  aituatioii 
of  the  mind;  aflfitctionate,  as  far  as  it  was  any  thisig» 
to  the  persons  around  me ;  but  it  was  a  species  of  disabi- 
lity ;  my  soul  had  not  force  enough  to  give 'motion  to  the 
organs  of  speech,  or  scarcdy  to  raise  a  finger.  My  eye 
only,  and  that  only  for  a  moment  at  a  time,  pleaded  for  for- 
bearance and  pardon.  I  seemed  like  a  man  in  that  spedes 
oi  distemper,  in  which  the  patient  suflfers  a  wasting  of  the 
bones,  and  at  length  presents  to  us  the  shadow,  without,  the 
powers,  of  a  human  body. 

This  was  at  some  times  my  condition.  But  my,  stupor 
would  at  odiers  suddenly  subside.  Mechanically,  and  in  a 
moment,  as  it  were,  I  shook  off  my  supineness,  and  aiRi^t 
the  mountains.  The  wikbess  of  an  untam<»d  and  sar^e 
scene  best  accorded  with  the  temper  of  my  mind.  X  sprang 
from  cliff  to  cliff  among  the  points  of  the  rock.  I  rushed 
down  precipices  that  to  my  sobered  sense  apj^red  in .« 
manner  perpendicular,  and  only  preseryed  my  life^  with  a 
sort  of  inborn  and  unelectiye  care,  by  catching  at  the  roots 
and  shrubs  which  occasionally  broke  Ihcr  steepness  of  the 
descent     I  hung  oyer  the  tops  of  rocks  still  more  fearful 
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in  their  declivitieg^  uid  oourted  the  giddiness  and  whirl  of 
spirit  which  sueh'spectades  are  accustomed  to  produce.  I 
oould  not  resoive  to  die :  dealh  had  too  mmy  charms  to  suit 
the  sdf-oondemnation  that  pursued  me.  1  found  a  hoiri- 
Ue  satisfaetimi  in  determining  to  3ive^  and  to  avenge  upon 
myself  ihe  guilt  I  had  incurred.  I  was  far  from  imagining 
that  the  evils  I  had  yet  suffered  were  a  mere  sport  and 
ostentation  of  misery^  Compared  with  those  that  were  in  re^ 
serve  for  me. 

The  state  of  mind  I  am  here  deserihing  was  not  mad- 
ness^ nor  such  as  could  he  mistaken  for  madness.  I  never 
forgot  myself  and  what  I  was.  I  was  never  in  that  deli- 
rium of  dioughty  in  which  the  patient  is  restless  and  active 
wilhout  knowing  what  it  is  that  he  does^  and  from  which^ 
when^  roused^  he  suddenly  -starts^  shakes  off  the  dream  that 
ttigaged  him^  and  stands  astoni^ed  at  himself.  Mine  was 
a  rage,  gmded  and  methodised  by  the  discipline  of  despair. 
I  burst  into  no  fits  of  raving ;  I  attempted  no  injury  to  any 
one.  Marguerite  therefore  could  not  reconcile  herself  to 
the  facing  me  under  any  restraint.  I  frequ^itly  retutned 
home^'  with  my  dothes  smeared  with  the  soil,  and  torn  by 
the  briars.  But  my  family  soon  became  accustomed  to  my 
returning  in  personal  safety ;  and  therefore,  whatever  was 
the  uneasiness  my  wife  felt  from  my  excursions,  she  pre- 
ferred the  enduring  it,  to  the  idea  of  imposing  on  me  any 
species  of  violence. 

The  slate  of  my  family  presented  a  singular  contrast 
with  that  of  its  head.  Ma^uerite  was  certainly  not  insen- 
sible to  the  opposition  between  her  former  and  her  pressBit 
mode  of  life ;  but  she  submitted  to  the  change  with  such  an 
unad^ted  dieorftdness  and  composure,  as  might  have  ex* 
torted  admiratioli  from  malignity  itself.  She  would  perh^qie 
hove  disimssed  from  ha  thoughts  all  retrospect  to  our  for- 
mer grandeur,  had  not  the  dejection  and  despair  that 
seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of  my  mind  fordUy  lind 
eontiaually  recdled  it  to  her  memory.  For  my  sufferings 
I  am  well  assured  she  felt  the  truest  sympathy ;  but  there 
was  one  consideration  attending  them  that  imperiously  com- 
pelled her  to  task  her  fortitude.  They  deprived  me  of  the 
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alnfity  of  in  waj  degree  proTiding  for  and  nqwrinlending 
my  funily ;  it  became  therefore  incumbent  upon  her  to 
tsert  hendf  for  the  welfare  of  alL     Had  we  never  ^len 
mder  tfaie  aatoniahiiig  reverK,  I  mi^t  have  apent-my  whole 
Ufe  in  daily  interoourae  widi  tliia  admirable  woman,  with- 
out beoomittg  acqnainted  widi  half  the  treaaoiea  of  her 
mind.     She  waa  my  ateward ;  and  fimn  the  leank  of  her 
own  reflectiona  made  the  moat  judidoua  dispoaition  of  my 
property.     She  waa  my  phyddan ;  not  by  adminjateripg 
medidnea  to  my  body,  but  by  carefully  atadying  and  exit- 
ing herself  to  remore  the  distemper  of  mind.     Unfortu- 
nately no  distempers  are  so  obstinate  aa  mental  ones  ;  yet, 
had  my  distemper  had  any  lighter  source  than  an  upbraid- 
ing oonscience,  I  am  persuaded  the  wiadom  of  Maiguedte 
would  have  banished  it.     She  waa  the  instmetor  of  my 
children  ;  her  dan^tera  folt  no  want  of  a  governess  ;  and 
I  am  eren  ready  to  doubt  whether  thf  kssonaof  his  mother 
did  not  anally  supply  to  Charles  his  loss  of  an  education  in 
die  uniyerdty  of  Paria.     The  love  of  order,  the  activity, 
ibe  industry,  the  cheerfulness  of,  let  me  say,  thta  illuBtrious 
matron,  became  contagious  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  my 
loof  .     Once  and  again  have  I  stolen  a  g^ce  at  them,  or 
viewed  tibem  from  a  distance  busied,  sometimes  gravdy, 
sometimes  gaily,  in  the  plain,  and  ha^e  whispered  to  my 
bursting  heart,  **  How  miserable  am  I !  how  happy  they ! 
So  insurmountalde  is  the  barrier  that  divides  innocence 
from  guih.     They  may  breathe  'the  same  air ;  they  may 
dweU  under  the  same  roof;  they  may  be  of  one  family  and 
one  blood ;  they  may  associate  with  eadi  other  every  day 
and  every  hour ;  but  they  can  never  asdmilate,  never  have 
any  genuine  contact.     Is  there  a  happier  fomiiy  than  mioe 
in  all  the  valleys  of  this  far-famed  repuiUic  ?     Is  there  a 
family  more  virtuous,  or  more  cultivated  with  all  the  re- 
finements that  condace  to  the  true  dignity  of  man  ?     I,  I 
only  am  its  burden  and  its  stain !      The  pleasure  with 
which  I  am  surrounded  on  every  side  finds  a  repellent 
quality  in  my  heart  that  will  not  suffer  its  approach.    To 
whatever  is  connected  with  me  I  communicate  misfonnne. 
Whenever  I  make  my  appearance,  those  countenances  that 
at  all  other  times  spoke  contentment  and  hilarity  fall  into 
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sadness.     Like  a  pestUential  wind,  I  appear  to  breathe 
blast  to  the  fruits  of  natare^  and  sickliness  to  its  aspect." 

Mai^erite  expostulated  with  me  in  the  most  aocMihiiig 
maaner  upon  the  obstinacy  of  my  malady.  *^  My  Regi« 
naldl  my  love!"  said  she*  *^  oease  to  be  unhappy^  or  to 
reproach  yourself !  You  were  rash  in  the  experiment  yon 
made  upon  the  resources  of  your  family.  But  have  you 
done  ns  mischief^  or  have  yon  conferred  a  benefit  ?  I  more 
than  half  incline  to  the  latter  opinion.  Let  us  at  length 
dismiss  artificia]  tastes^  and  idle  and  visionary  pursuita> 
tbjit  do  not  flow  in  a  diraot  line  from  any  of  Uie  genuine 
prindideB  of  our  nature !  Here  we  are  surrounded  with 
sources  of  happiness.  Here  we  may  live  in  true  patriarchal 
dmptidty.  What  isdiivalry^  what  are  miUtary  prowess  and 
glory  ?  Bdieve  me^  they  are  the  passicms  of  a  mind  di^ 
pmved^  that  with  ambitious  refinement  seeks  to  be  wisebe«* 
yond  the  dictates  of  sqitiment  or  reason !  There  is  no  hap-> 
pinesB  so  solid,  or  so  perfect^  as  ^at  which  disdains  these 
re^ements.  You>  like  me>  are  fond  of  the  luxuriant  and 
romantic  scenes  of  nature.  Here  we  are  placed  in  the  midst 
of  them.  How  idle  it  would  be^  to  wish  to  change  our 
srbonrsy  omr  verdant  lanes  and  thickets^  for  vaulted  roofs, 
ai^  gloomy  halls,  and  massy  plate !  Alas,  Reginald !  it  is, 
I  fear,  too  true,  ^at  the  splendour  in  which  we  lately  lived 
has  ifes  basis  in  oppression ;  and  that  the  superfiuities  of 
the  ridi  are  a  boon  extorted  from  the  hunger  and  mis^ 
of  the  poor !  Here  we  see  a  peasantry  more  peaceful  and 
leaa  oppressed  than  perhaps  any  other  tract  of  the  earth 
can  exhibit.  Thiey  are  erect  and  independent,  at  once 
Mendly  and  Iearies8».  Is  not  this  a  refreshing  speetade  ? 
{  now  begin  praetically  to  perceive  that  the  cultivators  of 
(he  fields  and  the  vineyards  are  my  brethren  and  my 
sisters ;  and  my  heart  bounds  with  joy,  as  I  feel  my  rela« 
tions  to  sodety  multiply.  How  cumbrous  is  magnificence  I 
The  moderate  man  is  the  only  free.  He  who  reduces  all 
benealih  him  to  a  state  of  servitude  becomes  himself  the 
slave  of  his  establishment,  and  of  all  his  domestics.  To 
^pnpiwiA  the  cases  in  whidi  the  assistance  of  others  is  felt 
abaolntdy  necessary  is  the  only  genuine  road  to  independ- 
ence.    We  can  now  move  wherever  we  please  without 
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waiting  the  Idsnre  of  others.     Our  simple  repasts  require 
no  tedious  preparation^  and  do  not  imprison  us  in  salooiil 
and  eating  rooms.     Yet  we  partake  of  ihem  with  a  mor^ 
genuine  appetite^  and  rise  from  them  more  truly  refreshed, 
than  from  the  most  sumptuous  feast.     I  prepare  for  my 
meal  hy  industry  and  exercise ;  and  when  it  is  over^  amuse 
myself  with  my  children  in  the  fields  and  the  shade^^ 
Though  I  love  the  sight  of  the  peasants,  I  would  not  be  a 
peasant.      I  would  have  a  larger  stock  of  ideas,  and  t 
wider  field  of  activity.     I  love  the  sight  of  peasants  obI^    I 
for  their  accessories^  or  by  comparison.     They  are  oon^    1 1 
paratively  more  secure  than  any  other  large  masses  of  men^ 
and  the  scenes  in  the  midst  of  which  they  are  placed  are 
delightful  to  sense.     But  I  would  not  sacrifice  m  -j^nmi 
oblivion  the  best  characteristics  of  my  nature.    I  put  inmjf 
claim  fbr  refinements  and  luxuries  ;  but  they  are  the  t^ 
finements  and  purifying  of  intdlect,  and  the  luxuries  ef 
uncostly,  simple  taste.     I  would  incite  the  whole  woiid^  H 
I  knew  how  to  do  it,  to  put  in  a  similar  claim.     I  wodd 
improve  my  mind ;  I  would  enlarge  my  understanding ;  I 
would  contribute  to  the  instruction  of  all  connected  with 
me,  and  to  the  mass  of  human  knowledge.     The  pleasures 
I  would  pursue  and  disseminate,  though  not  dependent  on 
a  large  property,  are  such  as  could  not  be  understood  by 
the  rustic  and  itie  savage.  — Our  son,  bred  in  these  fields; 
indeed,  will  probably  never  become  a  preux  cf^ewUier,  or 
figure  in  the  roll  of  military  heroes ;  but  he  may  become 
something  happier  and  better.     He  may  improve  his  mind; 
and  cultivate  his  taste.     He  may  be  the  counsellor  and  pro- 
tector of  his  sisters.     He  may  be  the  ornament  of  the  ^ 
trict  in  which  he  resides.    He  may  institute  in  his  adoptii^ 
country  new  defences  for  liberty,  new  systems  of  pubKc 
benefit,  and  new  improvements  of  life.     There  is  no  cha- 
racter more  admirable  than  the  patriot-yeoman^  who  unffn 
with  the  utmost  simplicity  of  garb  and  manners  an  undfi^* 
standing  fraught  with  information  and  sentiment  atid% 
heart  burning  with  the  love  of  mankind.     Sudi  were  Pi^ 
bricius   and  Regulus  among  the  ancients^  and  such  Was 
Tell,  the  founder  of  the  Helvetic  liberty.     For  my  pik, 
I  am  inclined  to  be  thankful^  that  this  unexpected  reverse 
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in  oar  farcamstanoes  has  *inade  me  ac<}uaint(ed  with  new 
pieasures^  and  opened  to  my  mind  an  invaluable  lesson. 
If  you  oouM  but  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  into  our  pleasuresj 
to  dismisB  idle  reproaches  and  pernicious  propensities^  our 
happiness  would  then  be  complete  " 

Tbe  expostulations  of  Marguerite  often  excited  my  at- 
tenticMi^  often  my  respect^  and  sometimes  produced  a  sort 
of  imperfect  conviction.  But  the  conviction  was  transient^ 
and  the  feelings  I  have  already  described  as  properly  my 
own  vetumed^  when  the  fresh  and  vivid  impression  of  what 
I  iiad  heard  was  gone.  It  was  in  vain  that  I  heard  the 
praises  of  simplicity  and  innocence.  I  was  well  pleased  to 
see  those  who  were  nearest  to  me  not  affecting  content- 
meat,  hut  really  contented  with  these  things.  But  I  could 
not  be  contented  for  them.  The  lessons  of  my  education 
had  left  too  de^  an  impression.  I  could  mysdf  have.sur* 
rendcaed  nfty  claim  to  admiration  and  homage^  as  a  penance 
for  my  misdeeds ;  but  I  could  not  figure  to  myself  a  ge- 
nuine satisfaetion  luiaccompanied  by  these  accessories: 
and  this  satisfaction  I  obstinately  and  impatiently  coveted 
for  those  I  loved. 


XER 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

WH114E  I  murmured  in  bitterness  of  soul  at  the  lowness  to 
which  my  family  was  reduced,  a  still  heavier  calamity  im. 
pended^  as  if  in  vengeance  agunst  the  fantastic  refinements 
of  distress  over  which  I  brooded. 

I  was  wandering,  as  I  had  often  done,  with  a  gloomy 
and  rebellious  spirit^  among  the  rocks,  a  few  miles  distant 
from  the  place  of  our  habitation.  It  was  the  middle  of 
summer.  The  weather  had  been  remarkably  fine ;  but  I 
disdained  to  allow  the  gratifications  which  arise  from  a  pure 
atmosphere  and  a  sefene  skj  to  find  entrance  in  my  soul. 
My  excursions  had  for  some  days  been  incessant ;  and  the 
tan,  which  matured  the  com  and  blackened  the  grapes 
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uround^had  imbrowned  my  visage^  and  buled  in  my  blood. 
J  drank  in  fi^ceness  and  desperation  from  the  fervour  of 
his  beams.  One  nighty  as  in  sullen  mood  I  watched  hii 
setting  from  a  point  of  the  rock^  I  perceived  the  dear* 
ness  of  the  day  subsiding  in  a  threatening  evening.  Tht 
clouds  gathered  in  the  west;  and^  as  night  approached,  were 
overspread  with  a  deep  dye  of  the  fiercest  crimson.  The 
wind  rose ;  and,  during  die  hours  of  darkness,  its  roarings 
were  hoUow  and  tempestuous. 

In  the  morning  the  clouds  were  hurried  rapidly  alongi 
and  the  air  was  changed  from  a  long  series  of  sultriness  to 
a  nipping  cold.  This  change  of  the  atmosphere  I  disre* 
garded,  and  pursued  my  rambles.  A  little  before  noon> 
however,  the  air  suddeidy  grew  so  dark,  as  to  {Hroduce  a 
sensation  perfectly  tremendous.  I  felt  as  if  the  darkest 
night  had  never  exceeded  it.  The  impetuooa  motion  to 
which  I  had  been  impelled,  partly  by  the  fever  in  my  blood, 
and  partly  by  the  turbulence  of  the  season,  was  suspended. 
Mechanically  I  looked  round  me  for  shelter.  But  I  could 
ill  distinguish  the  olijects  that  were  near  me,  when  a  flash 
of  lightning,  blue  and  sulphureous,  came  directly  in  my 
face,  with  a  brightness  that  threatened  to  extinguish  the 
organ  of  vision.  The  thunder  that  followed  was  of  a 
length  and  loudness  to  admit  of  no  comparison  from  any 
object  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  The  bursts  were  so 
frequent  as  almost  to  confound  themselves  with  each  other. 
At  present  I  thought  only  of  myself;  and  the  recent  habits 
of  my  mind  were  not  calculated  to  make  me  peculiarly  acces- 
sible to  fear.  I  stood  awe^strudc ;  but  rather  with  the  awe 
that  inheres  to  a  cultivated  imagination,  than  that  which 
consists  in  i^prehension.  I  seemed  ready  to  mount  anlidst 
the  clouds,  and  penetrate  the  veil  with  which  nature  con., 
ceals  her  operations.  I  would  have  plunged  into  the  recesses 
in  which  the  storm  was  engendered,  and  bared  my  bosomr 
to  the  streaming  &k.  Meanwhile  my  thoughts  were  solemn- 
ised and  fixed  by  observing  the  diversified  dance  of  the 
lightnings  upon  die  points  of  the  rocks,  contrasting  as  they 
did  in  the  strongest  manner  wi&  the  darkness  in  whidi 
the  rest  of  the  scene  was  enveloped.  This  added  oonten* 
tion  of  the  dements  did  not,  however,  suspend  the  xaging 
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itf  tile  wind.  Pres^itly  a  storm  of  ming^  hidl  and  rain 
INiored  £rom  the  cjbuds^  and  was  driven  with  inconceivable 
iBq>etii08ity.  The  hailstones  were  of  so  astonishing  a  mag* 
nitode^  ihat,  before  I  was  aware^  I  was  beaten  by  than  to 
^e  ground.  Not  daring  to  attempt  to  rise  again,  I  simply 
endeavwucd  to  place  myself  in  such  a  manner  as  mig^t  best 
pcotect  me  from  their  violence.  I  therefore  remained  pros* 
tnte,  listening  to  the  force  with  which  they  struck  xtfon  the 
earth,  and  feeling  the  rebound  of  their  blows  from  different 
parts  of  my  body. 

In  about  twenty  minutes  the  shower  abated,  and.  in  half 
an  hour  was  entirely  over.  When  I  began  to  move,  I  was 
surprised  at  the  sensation  of  soreness  whidi  I  felt  in  every 
part  of  me.  I  raised  myself  upon  my  elbow,  and  saw  the 
hailstcmes,  in  some  places  lying  in  heaps  like  hillocks  of 
ice,  while  in  others  ^ey  had  ploughed  up  the  surface,  and 
buried  themselves  in  the  earth.  As  I  looked  further,  I  per« 
caved  imm^ise  trees  torn  from  their  roots,  and  thrown  to 
a  great  distance  upon  the  declivity.  To  the  noise  that  they 
Bade  in  their  descent,  whidi  must  have  been  astonishingly 
great,  I  had  been  at  the  time  insensible.  Sudi  were  the 
ouurks  whidi  the  tempest  had  left  tq>on  the  mountains. 
In  the  plain  it  was  still  worse.  I  could  perceive  the  soil 
for  long  ^aoes  together  converted  into  a  morass,  the  standi 
ing  corn  beaten  down  and  buried  in  the  mud,  the  vines 
torn  into  a  thou»ind  pieces,  the  fruit  trees  demolished,  and 
even  in  some  places  the  animals  themselves,  lambs,  sheep,  and 
cows,  strewing  the  fidds  with  their  mangled  carcasses.  The 
whde  hopes  of  the  year  over  which  my  eyes  had  glanced  a 
few  minutes  before,  for  it  was  near  the  period  of  harvest. 
Were  converted  into  the  most  barren  and  dreary  scene  that 
toy  quarter  of  the  globe  ev^  witnessed.  I  was  mounted 
i^n  a  considerable  eminence,  and  had  an  extensive  pro- 
spect of  this  horrible  devastation. 

As  I  stood  gazing  in  mute  astonishment,  suddenly  a  fear 
cime  over  me  that  striids:  dampness  to  my  very  heart. 
What  was  tiie  situation  of  my  own  family  and  their  little 
remaining  property,  amidst  this  dreadful  ruin  ?  I  was  in 
ftpodtion  where,  though  I  nearly  faced  our  habitation,  a 
point  oi  the  rock  intercepted  it  from  my  sight     The  ob. 
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Btacle  was  but  a  small  one^  yet  it  wcmld  require  a  consider, 
able  circuit  to  overcome.  I  flew  along  the  |iath  wilii  a 
speed  that  scarcely  permitted  me  to  breathe.  When  I  had 
passed  the  upper  rock^  the  whole  extensive  scene  opened 
upon  me  in  an  instant.  What  were  my  sensations^  when 
I  perceived  that  the  devastation  had  been  even  more  oonu 
plete  here  than  on.  the  side  where  I  first  viewed  it  i  ]S% 
own  cottage  in  particular^  which  that  very  morning  had 
cofeitained^  and  I  hoped  continued  to  contain^  all  that  was 
most  dear  to  my  hearty  seemed  to  stand  an  entire  solitude 
in  the  midst  of  an  immense  swamp. 

Marguerite^  whose  idea^  upon  our  retreat  into  Switaorland, 
had  been  that  of  conforming  without  reserve  to  the  new 
situation  that  was  allotted  us^  had  immediately  expended 
the  whole  of  what  remained  from  the  shipwreck  of  our  fnc 
tune^  in  the  purchase  of  the  cottage  in  which  we  dwelt^  and 
a  small  portion  of  land  around  it^  sufficient  with  economy 
for  the  su{^rt  of  our  family.  Under  her  directum  die 
hills  had  been  covered  with  vines,  and  the  fields  with  ccnn. 
She  had  purchased  cows  to  furnish  us  with  milk^  and  she^ 
with  their  fleeces,  and  had  formed  her  estaUishment  upon 
the  model  of  the  Swiss  peasantry  in  our  neighbourhood. 
Reverting  to  the  simplicity  of  nature,  appeared  to  her  like 
building  upon  an  immovable  basis,  which  the  dash  of  n^ 
tions  could  not  destiV>y,  and  which  was  too  humble  to 
fear  die  treachery  of  courts,  or  the  caprice  <^  artificial  I6- 
finement. 

It  was  all  swept  away  in  a  moment.  Our  little  properQr 
looked  as  if  it  had  be^  particularly  a  mark  for  the  ven- 
geance of  Heaven,  and  was  more  utterly  destroyed  than  aa^ 
of  the  surrounding  series.  There  was  not  a  tree  left 
standing ;  there  was  not  a  hedge  or  a  limit  that  remained 
within  or  around  it;  chaos  had  here  resumed  his  empire, 
and  avenged  himself  of  the  extraordinary  order  and  bMti^ 
it  had  lately  displayed. 

I  was  not  overwbelmed  with  this  astonishing  spefetade* 
At  that  moment  nature  found  her  way  to  my  heart,  vdd 
made  a  man  of  me.  I  made  light  of  these  petty  accessoiies 
of  our  existence ;  and  the  thought  of  my  wife  and  my 
children^  simply  as  they  were  in  themselves^  filled  every 
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aienue  of  my  heart  For  them^  and  them  alone^  I  was 
inliereBted :  it  was  a  question  for  their  lives.  To  conceive 
vliat  they  might  personally  have  sustained  was  a  horror 
^&tt  seemed  to  freeze  up  all  the  arteries  of  my  heart.  I 
dfiteended  from  the  mountain.  It  was  with  ihe  greatest 
difficolty^  and  not  without  many  circuitous  deviations^  ihat 
I'proiceeded;  so  much  was  the  surface  dianged^  and  so 
deep  and  miry  the  swamps.  My  terror  increased^  as  I 
fassed  near  to  the  carcasses  of  the  animals  who  had  fallen 
tictims  to  this  convulsion  of  the  elements.  I  ohserved^ 
with  inconceivahle  alarm^  that  the  dead  or  woOnded  bodies 
of  iome  human  beings  were  intermingled  with  the  brute 
destruction.  I  stayed  not  to  enquire  whether  they  were  yet 
in  a  state  to  require  assistance;  the  idea  that  had  taken 
possession  of  me  left  no  room  for  the  sentiment  of  general 
humanity. 

A  little  further  on  I  distinctly  remarked  the  body  of  a 
woman  at  some  distance  from  any  halntation^  who  iqypeared 
to  be  dead^  destroyed  by  the  storm.  Near  her  lay  a  female 
iiiilnt^  apparently  about  six  years  of  age.  My  attention 
was  involunUrily  arrested ;  I  thought  of  Louisa^  that  sweet 
kkd  amiable  child^  so  like  her  admiraUe  mother.  The 
igure  was  hers;  the  colour  of  the  robe  corresponded  to 
^t  in  which  I  last  saw  her.  The  child  was  lying  on  her 
Htce.  With  an  the  impatient  emotions  of  a  father^  I  stooped 
dawn.  I  turned  over  the  body^  that  J  might  identify  my 
diild.  It  was  still  warm ;  life  had  scarcely  deserted  it.  I 
gued  upon  the  visage ;  it  was  distorted  with  the  agonies  of 
death :  but  enough  to  convince  me  stiU.  remained  discernible; 
it  was  not  Louisa ! 

'  I  can  scarcely  recollect  a  period  through  all  the  strange 
^dssitudes  of  my  existence  to  be  compared  with  this.  If 
thad  npt  felt  what  I  then  felt^  I  could  never  have  C(m- 
'9txved  iu  Human  nature  is  so  constitiited^  that  the  highest 
degree  of  anguish^  an  anguish  in  whidi  the  heart  stretches 
ilaelf  to  take  in  the  mightiness  of  its  woe^  can  be  felt  but 
ibr  a  few  instants.  When  the  calamity  we  feared  is  already 
ihived^  or  when  the  expectation  of  it  is  so  certain  as  to 
Jlhut  out  hope^  there  seems  to  be  a  principle  within  us  by 
idlich  we  look  with  misanthropic  composure  on  the  state 
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to  whidi  we  are  reduced,  and  the  heart  snllenly  contracts 
and  accommodates  itself  to  what  it  most  abhorred.  Onr 
hopes  wither ;  and  our  pride,  our  self-complacence,  all  that 
taught  us  to  rejoice  in  existence,  wither  jdong  with  them. 
But,  when  hope  yet  struggles  with  despair,  or  when  the  cahu 
mity  abruptly  annouijices  itself,  then  is  the  true  contention, 
the  tempest  and  uproar  of  the  soul  too  vast  to  be  endured^ 

This  sentiment  of  ineffiible  wretchedness  I  experienced^ 
when  I  stooped  down  orer  the  body  of  the  imaginary 
Louisa,  and  when  I  hastened  to  obtain  the  certainty  which 
was  of  all  things  most  terrible  to  me.  The  termination  of 
such  a  moment  of  horror  is  scarcely  less  memorable  than  its 
intrinsic  greatness.  In  an  instant  the  soul  recovers  its 
balance,  and  the  thought  is  as  if  it  has  nev^  been.  I, 
dapped  my  hands  in  an  ecstasy  at  once  of  joy  and  astonish* 
ment,  so  sure  did  I  seem  to  have  made  myself  of  my  mis* 
fortune ;  I  quitted  the  body  with  an  unburdened  heart ;  I 
flew  towards  my  home,  that  I  might  ascertain  whedier  I 
was  prematurely  speaking  comfort  to  my  spirit. 

At  length  I  reached  it.  I  saw  the  happy  group  as* 
semUed  at  the  door.  Marguerite  had  entertained  the  same 
terrors  for  me,  with  which  I  had  myself  so  lately  been  im« 
pressed^  We  flew  into  each  odier's  arms.  She  hid  her 
face  in  my  neck,  and  sobbed  audibly.  I  embraced  each  of 
the  dxildren  in  turn,  but  Louisa  widi  die  most  heartfelt  do^ 
light.  ^  Are  you  safe,  papa  ?  " — "  Are  you  safe,  my  child  ?  '^ 
were  echoed  on  every  side.  A  spectator,  unacquainted  with 
Vhat  was  passing  in  our  hearts,  would  certainly  have  stood 
astonished  to  see  the  transport  with  which  we  exulted,  siu> 
rounded  as  we  were  with  desolation  and  ruin. 

After  an  interval,  however,  we  opened  our  eyes,  and  be- 
gan to  ruminate  upon  tbe  new  condition  in  whidi  we  were 
jdaced.  Marguerite  and  myself  watched  each  other's  oofou 
tenances  with  anxiety,  to  discover  what  were  likdy  to  bs 
the  feelings  of  either  in  this  terrible  crisis.  '^  Be  of  good 
heart,  my  love,"  said  Marguerite ;  '^  do  not  suffer  the  aed« 
dent  which  has  happened  entirely  to  overcome  you."  Then 
was  a  mixed  compassion,  tenderness,  and  anxiety  in  the 
tone  of  voice  with  which  she  uttered  these  words,  that  was 
inexpressibly  delightfdL 
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'^  No^  Marguerite^"  replied  I^  with  enthusiastic  impe-» 
tiiosity,  ^^  I  am  not  cast  down ;  I  never  shall  he  cast  down 
again.    Ruin  is  nothing  to  me^  so  long  as  I  am  surrounded 
with  you  and  our  dear  children.     I  have  for  some  time 
heen  a  fool.     In  the  midst  of  every  real  hlessing^  I  have 
fuhioned  for  myself  imaginary  evUs.     But  my  eyes  are 
now  opened.     How  easily  is  the  human  mind  induced  to 
fnrget  those  benefito  with  which  we  are  constantly  sur- 
rounded, and  our  possession  of  which  we  regard  as  secure  1 
The  feelings  of  this  morning  have  awakened  me.     I  am 
BOW  cured  of  my  folly.     I  have  learned  to  value  my  do- 
mestic Uessings  as  I  ought.     Having  preserved  lii^^  I 
esteem  myself  to  have  lost  nothing.     What  are  gold  and   . 
jewels  and  precious  utensils  ?   Mexe  dross  and  dirt.     The   \ 
human  face  and  the  hmnan  hearty  redprocatiohs  of  kindness 
and  love,  and  all  the  nameless  sympathies  of  our  nature,-— 
iSbese  are  the  only  objects  worth  being  attadied  to.     What 
ate  rank  and  station  ?  —  the  homage  of  the  multitude  and 
the  applause  of  fools.    Let  me  judge  for  myself !  The  value 
of  a  man  is  in  his  intrinsic  qualities;  in  that  of  which 
power  cannot  strip  him,  and  whidi  adverse  fortune  cannot 
take  away.    That  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  circumstances, 
18  mere  trapping  and  tinsel..    I  should  love  these  precious 
and  ingenuous  creatures  before  me  better,  though  in  rags, 
than  the  children  of  kings  in  all  the  pomp  of  ornament.    I 
nn  proud  to  be  their  father.     Whatever  may  be  my  per-    \ 
sonal  faults,  the  world  is  my  debtor  for  having  been  the 
occasion  of  their  existence.     But  they  are  endeared  to  me 
by  a  better  principle  than  pride.  I  love  them  for  their  qua- 
lities.    He  liiat  loves,  and  is  loved  by,  a  race  of  pure  and 
virtuous  creatures,  and  that  lives  continuaHy  in  the  midst  of 
than,  is  an  idiot,  if  he  does  not  think  himself  happy.  Sur- 
rounded as  I  am  now  surrounded,  I  feel  as  irremovable  as 
the  pillars  of  creation.   Nothing  that  does  not  strike  at  their 
existence  can  affect  me  with  t^ror." 

Marguerite  viewed  me  with  surprise  and  joy.  "  Now  in- 
deed," said  she,'  ^^you  are  the  man  I  took  you  for,  and  the 
nan  I  diall  henceforth  be  prouder  than  ever  to  call  my 
husband.  The  sorrow  in  which  you  lately  indulged  was 
a  luxury ;  and  we  must  have  done  wi&  luxuries.  You  will 
be  our  protector  and  our  support./' 
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Thui  tBTingy  she  took  me  by  the  haiid^  and  motifmed 
me  to  view  with  her  the  derastaticm  that  had  been  com- 
mittecL  There  waa  one  path  I  had  diaoovered,  in  which 
we  might  proceed  aome  way  with  tderahle  eaae.  The 
aoene  waa  terriUe.  We  were  indeed  beggara^  A  wMe 
prorinee  had  been  deatroyed :  all  the  com  and  the  6iiit8 
of  the  earth;  meat  of  the  trees;  in  many  places  catde; 
in  aome  places  men.  Persons  who  had  been  rich  in  Ihe 
morning  saw  all  the  produce  of  their  fields  annthiJatpd^ 
and  were  unable  even  to  gness  by  whi^  process  feitilily 
was  to  be  ve-establiahed.  The  comparatiYely  weal&y 
scarcely  knew  how  they  were  to  obtain  immediate  subsiat- 
ence ;  'the  humbler  dass^  who  always  live  by  the  eicpedieBta 
of  the  day,  saw  nothing  before  them  bat  the  prospect  <^ 
perishing  with  hunger.  We  witnessed,  in  one  or  two  in. 
stances,  the  anguish  of  their  despair. 

Our  prospect  was  scarcely  in  any  re&pect  better  tfau 
theirs ;  yet  we  felt  differently.  We  were  more  inqiresBed 
with  the  joy  of  our  personal  eactcpe*  As  my  error  respect- 
ing the  value  of  externals  had  been  uncommonly  great^^the 
sudden  revcdution  of  opinion  I  experienced  was  equally  me* 
morable.  The  survey,  indeed,  that  we  took  of  the  general 
distress  somewhat  saddened  our  hearts ;  but  the  sadness  it 
gave  was  that  of  sobriety,  not  of  d^ection. 

It  was  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  a  strict  examination 
into  the  amount  of  our  property,  and  our  immediate  re«- 
aouroes ;  and  in  this  office  I  united  myself  with  Marguerite, 
not  (mly  with  a  degree  of  cheerfulness  and  application,  the 
perfect  contiiast  of  my  whole  conduct  ever  since  our  arrival 
in  Switaerland,  but  which  grmtly  exceeded  any  thing  I  had 
ever  before  eidiibited  in  a  business  of  this  nature*  We 
found  that,  though  aU  our  hopes  of  a  harvest  were  aniiihiL 
lated,  yet  we  were  not  destitute  of  the  instant  means  of 
subsistence.  The  resources  we  possessed,  whether  in  money 
or  provisions,  that  were  our  dependence  till  the  period  when 
the  new  produce  should  supply  their  place,  were  umujuzed. 
Our  implements  of  husbandry  remained  as  before,  llie 
land  was  not  impoverished,  but  had  rather  derived  ad. 
ditional  fertility  from  the  effects  of  the  storm.  What  we 
had  lost  was  chiefly  the  produce  of  our  capital  for  one  year. 
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together  with  a  part  of  that  capital  itsdf  in  the  live  stoc^ 
^Mt  had  been  destroyed.  This  was  a  loss  which  a  certain 
d^ree  of  care  and  scope  in  oar  external  circumstances 
nd^t  easily  have  enabled  us  to  supply.  But  the  principle 
of  sapply  was  denied  us.  It  was  with  considerable  diffi- 
colty  that  all  the  economy  of  Marguerite  had  enabled  her 
to  support  our  feunily  establishment^  while  every  thing  of 
this  kind  had  gone  on  prospraously.  Such  a  sfauack  as  the 
piesent  we  w&re  totally  disqualified  to  surmount.  It  coi&w 
pelled  us  to  a  complete  revolution  of  our  affidrs. 

Many  indeed  of  our  neighbours  had  scarcely  any  greater 
advant^e  in  their  private  afiairs  than  ourselves.  But  they 
poflsessed  one  superiority  that  proved  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  this  conjuncture ;  they  were  natives  of  the  state 
in  which  th^  resided.  In  the  cantons  of  Switzerland^  the 
destruction  of  the  fruits  of  the  earthy  occasioned  by  incle- 
ment seasons  and  tempests^  is  by  no  means  unfrequent;  and 
It  is  thefefore  customary^  in  plentiful  years^  to  lay  up  coin 
in  puUic  magazines^  that  the  people  may-  not  perish  in  pe- 
riods of  scardty.  These  magazines  are  placed  under  the 
inspection  and  disposal  of  the  magistracy ;  and  the  inhabit- 
ants looked  to  them  with  confidence  for  the  supply  of  their 
need.  No  storm^  however^  had  occurred  in  the  memory  of 
man  so  terrible  and  ruinous  as  the  present ;  and  it  became 
evident  that  the  magazines  would  prove  a  resource  too 
feeble  £cfr  the  extent  of  the  emergency. 

The  storm  had  spread  itself  over  a  space  of  many  leagues 
in  circumference^  not  only  in  the  canton  of  Sdeure^  but  in 
ihe  neighbouring  cantons,  particularly  that  of  Berne.  The 
ssaSktetB,  in  our  own  canton  only,  amounted  to  scarcely  less 
than  ten  ^lousand.  While  the  women  and  children,  Ux 
the.  most  part,  remained  at  home,  the  houses  having  in 
general  suffered  little  other  damage  than  the  destruction  of 
their  windows,  the  fathers  of  families  repaired  to  the  seat 
of  gevenmient  to  put  in  their  claims  for  naticmal  relief; 
and  these  alone  formed  an  immense  troop,  that  threatened 
little  less  than  to  besiege  the  public  magazines  and  the  ma- 
giatrates.  An  accurate  investigation  was  entered  into  of  the 
losses,  of  each,  it  being  the  purpose  of  government^  as  far  as 
its  power  extended,  not  only  to  supply  the  people  with  the 
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means  of  immediate  subaislencey  but  aLto^  by  disborsemenfs 
from  the  public  treasury,  to  recruit  t^e  stock  of  cattle,  atod 
to  assist  every  one  to  return,  with  revired  hopes  and  expect- 
ation, to  the  sphere  of  his  industry.  The  purpose  was  tib 
doubt  benevolent;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  unh^py 
victims  found  in  uncertainty  and  expectation  a  reil  and 
corroding  anguish. 

I  advanced  my  cltdm  with  the  rest,  but  metv^th  a 
peremptory  lefusaL  The  haandi  and  rigorous  answer  I 
received  was,  diat  they  had  not  enough  for  their  own 
people,  and  could  spare  notlmig  to  strangers.  Upon  this 
occasion  I  was  compelled  to  ftei  what  it  was  to  be  an  tl&eh, 
and  how  different  the  condition  in  which  I  was  now  placed 
from  that  I  had  filled  in  my  native  country.  There  I  had 
lived  in  the  midst  of  a  people,  to  whom  the  veneration  of 
my  ancestry  and  name  seemed  a  part  of  their  nature,  lliey 
had  witnessed  for  several  yesni  the  respectable  manner  in 
which  I  Uved ;  the  virtues  of  Marguerite  were  familiar  to 
them ;  and  they  took  an  interest  in  every  thing  that  con- 
cerned us,  a  sentiment  that  confessed  us  at  once  for  Idndred 
and  patrons.  It  was  the  turn  of  mind  only  which  is 
gen^ated  by  rank,  that  had  compelled  us  to  quit  thdr 
vicinity ;  we  might  have  continued  in  it,  if  not  in  affluence, 
at  least  enjoying  the  gratifications  that  arise  from  general 
affection  and  respect  But  here  we  were  beheld  with  an 
eye  of  jealousy  and  distaste.  We  had  no  prejudice  of  birtii 
and  hshit  in  our  favour ;  indeed,  in  the  reverse  of  fbrtone 
wluch  had  brought  us  hither.  Marguerite  had  been  less  de- 
sirous of  obtruding,  fhan  of  withdrawing  frt>m  the  pubfie 
eye,  the  drcumstance  of  our  rank.  We  were  too  recent 
inmates  to  have  secured,  by  any  thing  of  a  personal  nature^ 
an  advantageous  opinion  among  our  ndghbours.  They  saw 
only  a  miserable  and  distracted  father  of  a  family,  and  a 
mother  who,  in  spite  of  the  simplicity  she  cultivated,  suf- 
ficiently evinced  that  ^e  had  been  accustomed  to  a  more 
elevated  situation.  The  prepossessions  of  mankind  are 
dearly  unfavoura!Ue  to  a  new-comer,  an  emigrant  who  has 
quitted  his  former  connections  and  the  scenes  of  his  youth. 
They  are  unavoidably  impelled  to  believe,  that  his  taking 
up  his  abode  in  another  country  must  be  owing  to  a  weflik 
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and  discreditaUe  caprice^  if  it  be  not  owing  to  something 
still  more  disadvantageous  to  his  character. 

The  calamity  therefwe  which  we  had  su£fered  in  oom« 
mon  with  most  of  the  inhalntants  of  the  province^  finaUy 
reduced  us  to  the  necessity  of  a  second  emigration.     The 
Jealousy  with  which  we  were  r^arded^  daily  became  more 
visible  and  threintening.     Though^  in  consequence  of  the 
distribution  made  by  order  of  the  state^  the  price  of  com- 
modities was  not  so  much  increased  as  might  have  been  ex. 
pected^  we  were  considered  as  interlopers  upon  the  portion 
of  the  natives ;  the  sellers  could  with  difficulty  be  per- 
suaded to  accommodate  us^  and  the  bystanders  treated  us 
with  murmurs  and  reviling.     While  we  were  deliberating 
what  course  to  pursue  in  tibis  emergency^  certain  officers  of 
government  one  morning  entered  our  habitation,  producing 
an  order  of  the  senate  for  our  immediate  removal  out  of  the 
territory.     It  is  of  the  essence  of  coercive  regulations,  to 
espel,  to  imprison,  and  turn  out  of  prison,  the  individuals 
it  is  thought  proper  to  control^  without  any  care  as  to  the 
mischiefs  they  may  suffer,  and  whether  they  perish  under 
or  survive  the  evil  inflicted  on  them.    We  were  acoMrdingly 
allowed  only  from  six  in  the  morning  till  noon,  to  prepare 
for  our  departure.     Our  guards  indeed  offered  to  permit 
me  to  remain  three  jdays  to  wind  up  my  affairs,  upon  con- 
cl^tion  that  my  wife  and  children  were  instantly  removed  into 
mother  country,  as  a  sort  of  hostages  for  my  own  departure. 
This  indulgence  however  would  have  been  useless.     In  the 
present  state  of  the  country  no  purchaser  could  be  found 
inr  the  little  estate  I  possessed;  and  if  there  could,  it  must 
doubtless  have  been  disposed  of  to  great  .disadvantage  at 
such  an  emergency.     I  know  not  how  we  should  have  ex- 
tricated ourselves  out  of  these  difficulties^  if  a  member  of 
the  senate,  who,  being  one  of  my  nearest  neighbours,  had 
been  struck  with  admiration  of  ibe  .virtues  of  Marguerite, 
sod  with  compassion  for  my  family,  had  not  paid  me  a  visit 
ijiortly  after  ^e  arrival  of  the  officers,  and  generously  o£- 
%ped  to  take  upon  himself  the  care  of  my  property,  and  to 
ijiiwnce  me  what  money  might  be  necessary  for  my  emi- 

e|on.  .  This  offer,  which  at  any  odier  time  might  have 
I  r^arded  as  purely  a  matter  of  course,  under  the 
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pKMnt  circamstuioesy  when  coital  was  so  neoesnrj  for 
the  revival  of  agricnltare  in  the  desolated  country,  implied 
a  liberal  and  dLdnfeerested  spirit.  I  accepted  thie  Irindnwts 
of  my  nci^kbov  in  both  its  parts,  bat  for  the  reimbuxse- 
ment  of  his  loan  lefienred  him  to  die  Frendi  minister  to 
the  United  Cantons,  idbo,  under  all  the  drcmnstanoes  of 
the  case,  and  taking  my  estate  as  security  for  the  money 
advanced,  I  thought  it  reasonable  to  believe  wsfold  att»id 
to  my  ^plication. 


CHAFFER  IX. 


My  affiurs  being  thus  far  adjusted,  I  took  leave  of  my  late 
habitation,  and  set  off  with  my  wife  and  children  the  same 
afternoon.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Basle,  whoe  we 
were  permitted  to  remain  that  nig^t;  and  the  next  morning 
were  conducted  m  form  out  at  the  north  gate  of  the  city, 
where  our  attendants  quitted  us,  with  a  fresh  prohibition 
under  the  severest  penalties,  if  we  were  found  within  the 
ensuing  twdve  months  in  any  of  the  tenitories  of  the 
Hdvetic  repuUic. 

Marguerite  and  mysdf  had  already  formed  our  plan. 
We  b^pin  with  dismiissing  boih  our  servants.  An  att»idant 
was  no  Icmger  necessary  to  me^  nor  a  nurse  for  the  infant 
The  suggestion  of  this  measure  originated  in  myself.  My 
temper  at  this  time,  'as  I  have  slready  said,  underwent  a 
striking  change.  I  wjis  resolved  to  be  happy;  I  was  re- 
Bolyed  to  be  active.  It  was  hard  to  part  wi^  perscms  so 
long  familiar  to  us,  and  who  appeared  rather  in  the  cha- 
racter of  humble  friends  than  domestics ;  but  an  imperious 
necessity  demanded  it.  ^'  Let  us,"  said  I  to  Marguerite, 
^'  increase  and  secure  our  happiness  by  diminishing  our 
wants.  I  will  be  your  husbandman  and  your  labourer; 
you  may  depend  upon  ray  perseverance.  My  education  has 
fitted  me  to  endure  hardship  and  fatigue,  though  the  hard- 
ships then  thought  of  were  of  a  different  nature.  You  have 
ever  delighted  in  active  usefulness  ;  and  will  not,  I  know. 


Kpine  at  this  accamukiion  of  employment  Let  us  acoom. 
modite  oorsdiTes  to  oar  drcomstances.  Our  children^  I 
perbeiye^  are  fated  to  be  peasants^  and  will  therefore  be 
eminendy  benefited  by  the  example  of  patience  and  inde- 
pendence we  skall  )set  before  them." 

Tfae  next  oligect  of  our  plan  related  to  the  choice  of  our 
htijtre  place  of  residence.  This  originated  with  Marguerite. 
Sbe'bad-  heard  much  of  liie  beauty  and  richness  of  the 
country  bordering  on  the  lake  of  Constance^  and  she 
thought  that,  while  we  denied  ourselves  expensiye  plea. 
nires^  or  rather  while  they  were  placed  out  of  our  reach^ 
there  would  be  a  propriety  in  our  procuring  fov  oorsdves  a 
stock  of  those  pleasures  which  would  cost  us  nodlmg.  This 
was  a  refinement  beyond  roe^  and  serves  to  eviiioe  the  supe. 
riority  which  Marguerite's  virtue  and  force  of  mind  still 
fstalned  over  mine/  The  virtue  I  had  so  reoendy  adopted 
was  a  strenuous  efR>rt.  I  rather  resolved  to  be  hi^py,  than 
oould  strictly  be  said  to  be  hi^py;  I  loved  my  (^dren 
indeed  wttfa  an  unfeigned  a£^tion.  It  was  widi  sincerity 
that  I  professed  to  prefer  them  to  all  earthly  possessions. 
But  vanity  and  ostentation  were*  habits  wrought  into  my 
8oal,'and  might  be  said  to  form  part  of  its  essence.  I  could 
not,  but  by  the  force  of  constant  recollection,  ke^  them  out 
of  my  wishes  and  hopes  for  the  i^ture;  I  could  not,  like 
Malguerite,  sulB^r  my  thoughts,  as  it  were,  to  riot  and 
wanton  in  the- pleasures  of  poverty.  I  could  only  reconcile 
myself  to  my  fate  by  a  sort  of  ^oomy  firmness..  The  tran. 
qoillity  I  seemed  to  have  attained,  was  an  unnatural  state 
of  my  soul,  to  which  it  was  neoessaty  that  I  should  reso- 
lotdy  hold  myself  down,  and  from  which  my  thoughts 
appeared  ever  upon  the  alert  to  escape.  Bitter  experience 
had  at  length  taught  me-  a  hard  lesson ;  and  that  lesson  I  was 
determined  to  inractise,  whatever  pangs  my  resignation 
Blight  cost  me. 

We  proceeded  without  hesitation  in  the  direction  we  had 
resolved  to  pursue.  Our  whole  journey  exceeded  the  space 
of  forty  leagues  in  extent,  and  the  expense  necessiirily 
attendant  upon  it  (our  family,  even  after  its  xeductioB, 
etmsisting  of  no  less  thati  six  persons),  drained  our  purse 
of  a  great  part  of  the  money  whidi  had  been  supplied  to 
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US  by  the  benevolent  senator.  Bat  be  had  agreed  to  ui)d^« 
take  the  disposing  of  the  property  we  were  obliged  to  leave 
behind  us^  and  in  the4nean  time^  if  any  considearable  iiit^«r 
val  occurred  before  that  was  accomplished,  to  ^imish  ,us 
with  the  sums  that  should. be  necessary  for  cmr  subsistence^ 
We  placed  the  utmost  reliance  upon  his  fideUty^  and  dis* 
missed  from  our  minds  all  anxiety  respecting  the  integral 
which  our  banishment  had  interposed  between  us  and  the 
resources  necessary  for  our  future  settlement. 
.  Upon  our  arrival  at  Constance,  we  found  a  letter  fi-om 
our  fn&kd ;  and  though  he  transmitted  to  us  no  fresh  sKqph- 
ply,  tibe  complexion  of  his  communicaticm  was  upon  jl^ 
whole  so  encouraging,  as  to  determine  us,  with  no  other  de*. 
lay  than  that  of  four  dap'  rest  from  our  journey,  to  pass 
to  the  other  side  of  t^e  lake,  and  explore  lor  ourselves  a 
situatiim  suitable  to  our  design.  The  western  bank  of  Ae 
lake,  with  the  excepdim  only  of  the  city  of  Constance,  was 
part  of  the  pays  conquis.of  the  United  Cantons ;  the  eastern 
bank  was  a  territory  dependent  on  the  government  of  that 
city.  It  was  in  this  territory  that  we  purposed  fixing  our 
residence;  and  we  trusted  that  our  afiairs  would  shortly  be 
put  in  a  train  to  enable  us  to  take  possession  of  the  spot  we 
should  select 

Thus  driven  once  more  into  flight  by  the  pressure  of 
misfortune,  and  compelled  to  exchange  for  a  land  unknown 
the  scenes  which  familiarity  might  have  endeared,  or  tender 
recollections  have  made  interesting,  we  did  not  sink  luider 
the  weight  of  our  adversity.  This  removal  was  not  like 
our  last.  Switzerland  was  to  none  of  us  endeared  like  the 
vales  of  St.  Leon.  I  was  not  now  goaded  and  tormented 
by  conscious  guilt  in  the  degree  I  had  then  been ;  Mar- 
guerite was  not  afflicted  by  the  spectacle  of  my  misery. 
Our  present  change,  though  it  might  be  denominated  a  fafl, 
was  light  in  comparison  with  the  former.  The  composure 
I  had  gained  was  new  to  me,  and  had  to  my  own  mind  aU  the 
gloss  of  novelty.  To  my  companions  it  proved  contagioits ; 
diey  were  astonished. at  my  serenity,  and  drew  from  it  an 
unwointed  lightness  of  heart. 

Thus  circumstanced,  our  tour  had  its  charms  fen*  us:  all ; 
and  there  are  few  passages  of  my  life  that  I  have  fdt  moie 
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agreeably.  The  lake  itself  is  uncommonly  beautiful^  and  its 
(giMirons  aie  fertile  and  interesting.  It  is  sorroonded  with 
an  abimdance  of  towns^  Tillages^  country  seats^  and  monas- 
teries^ sufficient  to  adorn  and  diversify  the  yiew^  but  not  to 
exchi^e  the  sweetness  of  a  rural  scenery^  or  the  grand  fea- 
tuspes  of  nature.  We  coasted  a  considerable  part  of  the  lake^ 
iiiatwe  might  judge  in  some  degree,  previously  to  our  land. 
iHg^  which  part  of  the  shore  promised  best  to  yield  us  ihe 
object  we  sought.  The  autumn  was  now  commencing ;  the 
air  was  liquid  and  sweet ;  the  foliage  was  rich  and  varied ; 
iQld  the  vine-oovered  hills  exhibited  a  warmth  and  hixu. 
liance  of  colourings  that  no  other  object  of  nature  or  art  ia 
able  to  cope  with.  Surrounded  with  these  objects,  I  sat  in 
my  boat  in  the  midst  of  my  children ;  and,  as  I  was  but 
just  awakened  to  an  observation  of  their  wcnrth  and  my  own 
hiippiness,  I  viewed  them  with  a  transport  that  would  be  iH 
ilhiBtrated  by  being  compared  with  the  transport  of  a  miser 
«iver  his  new-recovered  treasure  from  the  bowds  of  the 


O  poverty !  exclaimed  I,  with  elevated  and  unconquer- 
able Amotion,  if  these  are  the  delights  that  attend  thee,  will- 
ingly will  I  resign  the  pomp  of  palaces  and  the  splendour 
of  rank  to  whoever  shall  deem  them  worth  his  acceptance'! 
Henceibrth  I  desire  only  to  de^cate  myself  to  the  simpli- 
city of  nature  and  the  genuine  sentiments  of  the  heart.  I 
will  enjoy  the  beauty  of  scenes  cultivated  by  other  hands 
than  mine,  or  that  are  spread  out  before  me  by  the  Author 
of  the  universe.  I  will  sit  in  the  midst  of  my  children,  and 
revel  in  the  luxury  of  domestic  affections ;  pleasures  these, 
that  may  be  incumbered,  but  cannot  be  heightened,  by  all 
^at  wealth  has  in  its  power  to  bestow !  Wealth  serves  no 
o&a*  purpose  than  to  deprave  the  soul,  and  adulterate  the 
jfettntaxns  of  genuine  delight. 

Such  was  the  spirit  of  exultation  with  which  my  mind 
was  at  this  time  filled.  I  am  sensible  that  it  was  only 
^odcidated  to  be  ti^sitory.  I  might  learn  to  be  contented; 
•I  was  ndt  formed  to  be  satisfied  in  obscurity  and  a  low 
estate. 

'  'Thus  happy,  and  thus  amused,  we  spent  two  days  in 
coasting  ihehke,  landing  frequently  for  the  purposes  either 
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of  Tftriety  or  enquiry^  and  regularly  passing  the  night  on 
^ore.  On  the  evening  of  the  second  day  we  were  stroek 
with  the  neat  appearance  and  pleasing  dtmtion  of  a  eottag^ 
which  we  discovered  in  onr  ramhles^  ahout  a  mSe  and  a 
half  from  the  lake.  We  found  that  it  was  to  he  soid,  and 
it  seemed  precisely  to  correspond  with  the  wishes  we  had 
formed.  It  was  at  a  con8ida*aUe  distance  from  any  popa«i 
ious  neighhonrhood^  the  nearest  town  heing  that  of  Men- 
pnrg^  the  usaal  residence  of  the  hishops  of  Constance, 
which  was  distant  from  this  spot  not  less  than  three  leagues. 

The  cottage  was  situated  in  «  valley;  the  hiUs  heing  for 
the  most  part  crowned  with  rich  and  verdant  foliage,  their 
sides  covered  with  vineyards  and  eom,  and  a  clear  trans, 
parent  rivulet  murmuring  along  from  east  to  west.  In  the 
distance  a  few  similar  cottages  cBscovered  themselves,  and 
in  front  there  was  an  opening  hetween  the  hills,  just  wide 
enough  to  show  us  a  few  sails  as  they  floated  along  the  now 
even  surface  of  the  lake.  We  approached  the  cotti^,  and 
found  in  it  only  one  person,  an  interesting  girl  of  nineteen) 
who  had  resided  there  from  her  l»rth,  and  had  been  em- 
ployed for  the  last  four  years  in  attendance  upon  the  losing 
scene  of  her  mother.  Her  mother  had  been  dead  only 
a  few  wedcs,  and  she  was  upon  the  point  of  removing,  as 
she  told  us,  to  the  house  of,  a  brother,  the  best  cceatare  is 
the  world,  who  was  already  married,  and  had  a  family  of 
children.  While  we  were  talking  with  her,  we  perceived  a 
fine  boy  of  about  eleven  years  of  age  skipping  along  4h6 
meadow.  He  proved  to  be  her  nephew,  and  hastened  to 
say  that  his  father  and  Mr.  Henry  were  just  behind,  and 
would  be  with  her  in  a  few  minutes.  We  waited  their 
arrival ;  and  it  was  easy  to  see  that  Mr.  H«ury  was  by  ns 
means  an  indifferent  object  in  the  eyes  of  the  beautiful  or* 
phan :  she  had  probably  conditioned  that  he  should  permit 
her  to  remain  single  as  long  as  i^e  could  be  of  any  use  to 
her  mother.  The  lovers  were  well  satisfied  that  the  girrs 
brother  should  be  taken  aside,  that  I  might  talk  over  witi 
him  the  affidr  of  the  cottage.  We  made  a  tour  of  the  fields 
that  were  part  of  the  property  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
terms  of  our  intended  purchase  were  easily  adjusted* 

Though  we  had  now  accomplidied  the  immediate  pur- 
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pose  4»£  our  expeditimi^  jet,  -as  we  had  f<nm4  unusual  exhi- 
liration  and  sweetness  in  the  ohjects  it  presented  to  us^  we 
came  to  a  resolution  of  continuing  it  still  further^  and  ooxii- 
pletisg  the  circuit  of  the  lake.  We  were  aware  that  it 
would  he  Ytan  as  yet  to  expect  to  receive  the  money  lequi- 
aite'  fbr  completing  our  purdiase;  and  as  no  pleasure^ 
merely  in  the  way  of  relaxation^  could  he  more  delightful 
than  that  we  were  now  enjoying,  so  was  it  impossihle 
that  we  could  fill  up  our  time  in  a  more  frugal  manner  than 
in/diis  little  voyage.  Our  gratification  was  not  less,  hut 
more  perfect,  because  It  consisted  of  simple,  inartificial, 
uibougfat  amusements.  The  scenes  around  us  were  refresh- 
ing and  invigorating ;  they  were  calculated,  temporarily  at 
least,  to  inspire  gaiety  and  youth  into  decrepitude  itself. 
Amidst  these  scenes  we  forgot  our  sorrows;  they  were  a 
kind  of  stream,  in  which  weariness  and  direction  plunged 
their  limhs,  and  came  forth  untired  and  alert  They 
awakened  in  the  mind  all  its  most  pleasing  associations. 
Having  already,  as  we  believed,  chosen  the  place  of  our 
future  residence,  we  busied  ourselves  in  imagining  all  the 
accompaniments  that  would  grow  out  of  it.  We  deter, 
mined  that  poverty  with  health  would  not  fail  to  be  attended 
with  its  portion  of  pleasures.  The  scenes  of  nature  were 
an  our  own ;  nor  could  wealth  give  them  a  more  perfect, 
or  a  firmer,  aj^ropriatibn.  The  afiTections  and  charities  of 
halHtnde  and  consanguinity  we  trusted  we  should  feel  unin- 
terrupted; unincumbered  with  the  ceremonies  and  trap- 
pings of  life,  and  in  that  rural  plainness  which  is  their 
genial  soil. 

After  a  leisurely  and  delightful  voyage  of  six  days,  we 
tetomed  to  Constance.  We  expected  to  have  found  on  our 
letom  some  further  intelligence  from  the  beneficent  senator, 
but  in  this  we  were  disappointed.  The  imagination  how- 
ever easily  suggested  to  us  a  variety  of  circumstances  that 
mig^t  have  delayed  the  business  he  had  undertaken ;  and 
k  was  no  forced  inference  to  suppose  that  he  deferred  writ- 
Big,  because  he  had  nothing  important  to  communicate. 
At  fixst  therefore  we  sufiered  little  uneasiness  from  the 
delay  ;  but  as  tlm«  proceeded,  and  the  silence  of  our  pro- 
twtc»  continued^  the  affidr  began  to  assume  a  more  serious 
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aspect  The  little  stock  we  had  hroi^t  vith  ua  in 
eadle  was  in  a  rapid  progi^ess  of  decay.  We  had  maBaged 
it  with  frugality:;  though  not  at  first  with  that  a&adous' sou 
licitudei  the  necessity  of  which  we  now  hegan  to  i^i^pichendi. 
We  had  procujred  for  ourselves  two  small  and  inconveaideilfe 
apartments  in  an  obscure  alley  of  the  city  of  CoBBtaac^> 
We  were  in  the  act  of  meditating  what  steps  it  wouid  be 
necesslory  to. take  in  this  unfortunate  emergency^  whoi  in». 
telligence  was  brought  us  of  the  sudden  decease  of  j^ 
person  upon  whose  kindness  and  exertions  we  depended,  i^ 

He  was  succeeded  in  his  estate  by  his  nephew^  a  man  of 
whom  we  had  heard  something  during  our  residence  in  iSait 
neighbourhood^  and  whose  habits  we  understood  to  be  dia. 
metrically  the  revise  of  his  predecessor's.  In  shorty  he 
had  been  represented  to  us  as  illiberal^  morose,  selfish,  and 
litigious ;  a  man  who,  haying  suffered  in  one  part  of  his 
life  the  hardships  of  poverty,  scrupled  no  means,  honours 
able  or  otherwise,  of  removing  it  to  the  greatest  practicaUe 
distance.  He  had  already  reaped  the  succession  some  wedia, 
when  we  heard  of  the  event  that  put  him  in  possession  of  ^ 
it ;  and  the  letters  which  I  had  more  than  once  addressed 
to  our  protector  had  probably  fallen  into  his  hands.  These 
circumstances  afforded  no  favourable  ai^ury  of  the  treats 
ment  we  might  expect  from  him.  The  first  thing  which 
seemed  proper  was  to  write  to  him,  which  I  accordin^y 
did.  I  acquainted  him  with  the  nature  of  the  transaction 
between  myself  and  his  unde,  and  signified  how  necessary 
it  was  that  we  should  come  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  aa 
possible.  I  represented  to  him  pathetically  the  condition 
to  which  I  was  bom^  and  the  opulence  in  which  I  had 
passed  many  years  of  my  life,  together  with  the  contrast 
afforded  by  the  present  reduced  and  urgent  circumstances 
of  my  family.  I  entreated  him  to  exert  his  generosity  and 
justice  in  behalf  of  an  unfortunate  exile,  whom  untoward 
ev^ts  had  deprived  of  the  power  of  doing  justice  to  him- 
self. IP 

To  this  letter  I  received  no  answer.   Uncertain  as  to  the 
cause  of  my  correspondent's  silence,  or  even  whether  my  . 
letter  had  been  received^  I  wrote  again.     My  heart  was 
wrung  with  this  new  adversity.     I  was  forbidden,  under 
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piiB  of  perpetual  imprisonnient^  to  return  to  the  territories 
of #e*eptt1^,  fdid  I  httd  no  friend  to  solicit  in  my  bdutlf. 
LiOintftsaiee  I  wns  utterly  a  stranger.  In  Switzerland^  my 
unfbttiniiite  habits  of  life^  the  depression  and  solitude  in 
vbidi  I  had  been  merged^  deprived  me  of  the  opportunity 
of  Jarming^  connections.  The  deceased  was  the  only  person 
1^  had  been  disposed  to  interfere  for  me.  It  was  too 
pvobdbk  that  the  silence  of  his  successor  was  an  indication 
oEitibe  hostility  of  his  views.  I  saw  nothing  before  me  but 
the  pfbspect  of  my  family  p^iidiing  witli  want,  deprived 
ofythmr  last  resource,  exiles  and  pennyless.  Thus  destitute 
^aaA  £orloni>  what  could  we  do?  to  what  plan  could  we  have 
reeclurse  ?  We  hild  not  so  much  as  the  means  of  providing 
(Wiselves  witli  the  implements  of  the  humblest  labour.  If 
We  iliad>  could  I,  under  my  circumstances,  resolve  upon 
this.^  Could  I  give  up  the  last  slender  pittance  of  my 
cfaildr^  while  there  was  a  chance  of  recovering  it ;  and,  by 
Barrendenng  them  to  the  slavery  of  perpetual  labour,  devote 
tlKm  to  the  lowest  degree  of  ignorance  and  degradation  ? 
No;  I  still' clung  to  this  final  hope,  and  was  resolved  to 
imdartake  any  thing,  however  desperate,  rather  than  part 
wkh  it.  Sudi  wore  my  fedings;  and,  in  the  new  letter 
which  I  now  despatched,  I  poured  out  all  the  anguish  of 
my  sOuL  •* 

A  reply  to  this  letter  was  at  length  youchsafed.  The 
heir<  of  my  protector  informed  me,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
thebanness  to  which  I  alluded;  that  he  had  come  into 
possession  of  the  lands  I  described,  together  with  the  other 
property  of  his  late  uncle,  and  re^urded  himself  as  holding 
them  by  the  same  tenure ;  that  he  found  in  the  accounts  of 
the  estate  a  sum  of  money  advanced  to  me,  which  he  might 
wiA  the  strictest  justice  regard  as  a  debt,  and  pursue  me 
fotit  accordingly.  He  should  be  liberal  enough  however 
80  far  to  give  credit  to  my  story,  and  to  consider  the  sum 
b  question  as  advanced  upon  a  pledge  of  land :  in  that  case, 
I  might  r^ard  myself  as  sufficiently  fortunate  in  having 
obtained  even-  that  amount  at  a  time  when,  but  for  the  hu. 
minity  or  weakness  of  his  unck,  my  estate  would  not  have 
Bold  for  a  farthing.  Meanwhile,  the  forbearance  which  he 
piofeed  would,  he  observed,  depend  upon  my  conduct,  and 
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be  retracted  if  I  afibrded  bim  canse  for  resentment.  He 
added^  that  he  despised  my  menaces  and  commands^  and 
diat^  if  I  took  a  single  step  against  him^  I  should  find  it 
terminate  in  my  utter  ruin. 

Nothing  could  be  m(Mre  profligate  than  the  style  of  hn 
letter.  But  its  impotence  was  equal  to  its  wickedness.  It 
was  absurd  to  threaten  to  inflict  ruin  on  a  man  whom  rum 
had  already  overtaken.  Before  the  letter  arrived^  I  had 
disbursed  itue  whole  sum  I  brought  with  me  from  Switzer. 
land.  This  entire  annihilation  of  my  resources  seemed  to 
steal  on  me  unperceived.  Finding  that  all  reply  to  my 
importunity  was  either  refused^  or  deferred  to  an  uncertam 
period^  I  would  willingly  at  all  risks  have  sought  die  villain 
who  thus  obdurately  devoted  me  and  my  family  to  destruc- 
tion^ and  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  j-ustice  in  x>erson.  But 
it  was  now  too  late.  Before  I  felt  the  case  thus  desperate^ 
my  finances  were  so  far  reduced  as  to  make  it  impracticable 
for  me  to  leave  my  wife  and  children  enoi^  to  support 
them  in  my  absence^  even  if  I  had  determined  myself  to 
set  out  upon  this  perilous  expedition  pennykss.  I  resolved 
that^  if  we  did  perish,  we  would  perish  together. 

Penury  was  now  advancing  upon  us  with  such  ra^nd 
strides,  tliat  the  lowest  and  raoht  scanty  resources  no  longer 
admitted  of  neglect.  Had  a  case  thus  desperate  been  en- 
countered with  timely  attention,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
some  of  the  various  talents  I  had  acquired  in  the  course  of 
my  education  would  have  furnished  me  with  a  mfeans  of 
subsistence  not  altogether  plebeian  or  incompetent.  But, 
with  the  uncertainty  oi  my  ratuation,  and  totally  unaccus- 
tomed as  I  was  to  regard  my  person  or  mind  as  a  madiine 
fitted  for  productive  labour,  I  had  not  looked  to  this  ques« 
tion,  till  die  urgency  of  the  case  deprived  me  of  every  ad^ 
vantage  I  might  otherwise  have  seized.  I  was  glad  dieT&i> 
fore  to  have  recourse  to  mienial  occupation,  and  soog^ 
employment  under  the  gardener  of  the  episcopal  palace,  for 
whose  service  I  was  sufficiently  qualified  by  my  ten  years' 
retreat  in  the  Bordelois.  That  I  might  better  adapt  mys^ 
to  the  painful  necessity  of  my  situation,  I  previously  ex- 
changed some  of  my  own  clothes  for  garments  more  suitable 
to  the  business  I  now  solicited.     It  was  not  till  I  had  ar.> 
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rived  witiiin  a  Terj  few  days  to  die  eild  of  mj  leioaroesy 
that  eren  this  expedient^  bj  a  sort  of  accident^  recurred  to 
my  mind*  Marguerite^  though  fully  aware  of  the  urgency 
of  the  case^  had^  as  she  afterwards  told  me,  imposed  on 
hsrsdf  a  compulsory  silence^  fearing  for  the  inflamed  and 
irritated  frame  of  my  mind,  and  aware  that  the  course  of 
eifents  would  ultimately  lead  me  to  a  point  with  whidi  she 
dreaded  to  intermeddle.  This  was  for  her  a  trying  mo. 
ment ;  my  lately  recovered  insaiill^  oftdiging  her  to  contem. 
plate  in  dlence  our  growing  distress^  and  to  wait  the  attack 
of  hunger  and  want  that  threatened  to  destroy  ui^  with  an 
apparent  tranquillity  and  cheerfulness. 

For  me^  so  entire  a  revolution  had  taken  place  in  my 
sentiments^  that  I  spumed  with<:ontempt^  so  far  as  related 
to  myself^  that  pride  of  rank  and  romantic  gallantry  of 
honour^  which  had  foonerly  been  my  idols.  I  submitted 
with  a  sort  of  gloomy  contentment  to  the  situation  upon 
whidi  my  destkiy  drove  me.  I  regarded  it  as  the  natural 
result  of  my  former  misconduct ;  and  derived  a  sentiment  of 
ease  and  relief  from  dius  e^piating^  as  it  were^  with  the 
sweat  of  my  brow^  the  temptations  to  which  I  had  yielded. 
Had  I  been  myself  only  reduced  thus  low^  or  had  ihe  pro- 
duce of  my  labour  been  sufficient  to  purchase  competence 
for  my  wife  and  the  means  of  instruction  for  my  family^  I 
can  safely  affirm  that  I  should  have  found  no  consequence 
so  direct  from  my  own  d^radation  as  the  means  of  silencing 
the  vqiroaches  of  conscience  and  reconciling  me  to  myself. 
But  when  I  returned  in  the  evening  with  the  earnings  of 
my  dfty's  labour^  and  found  it  incompetent  to  the  procuring 
for  those  who  depended  on  me  the  simplest  means  of  sub* 
sistence,  then  indeed  my  sensations  were  different.  My 
heart  (fied  within  me.  I  did  not  return  after  the  fotigues 
of  the  day>  wfaich^  to  me  who  had  not  been,  accustomed  to 
unronitted  labour,  and  who  now  began  to  feel  that  I  was 
not  so  young  as  I  had  been  at  the  si^;e  of  Pavia,  were  ex. 
tremdy  trying,  —  I  did  not  return,  I  say,  to  a  night  of 
repose.  I  became  a  very  woman  when  I  looked  forward, 
and  endeavoured  to  picture  to  myself  the  future  situation  of 
my  family.  I  watered  my  pillow  with  my  tears.  Often, 
when  I  imagined  that  my  whole  family  were  asleep,  I  gave 
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y^it  to  my  jiertorbated  and  distracted  mind  in  groans : 
Margnerite  would  sometimes  overhear  me;  and  'wit^i  thii 
gentlest  suggestions  of  her  admirable  mind  would  endea^ 
vour  to  soothe  my  thoughts  to  peace.  For  the  present^  as 
I  have  said^  my  earnings  were  incompetent^  and  we  found 
it  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  the  sale  of  the  few 
garments^  not  in  immediate  use^  that  we  still  possessed;' 
"WTiat  then  would  be  the  case  when  these  were  gone,  and 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase not  only  food  to  eat,  and  a  roof  to  shelter,  but  alsd 
clothes  to  cover  us? 


CHAPTER  X. 


These  deficiencies  I  anxiously  anticipated ;  but  there  was 
another  evil,  upon  which  I  had  not  cdculated,  that  was  still 
nearer  and  more  overwhelming.  The  mode  of  life  in  which 
I  was  now  engaged,  so  different  from  any  thing  to  which  I 
had  been  accustomed,  excessive  fatigue,  together  with  the 
occasional  heat  of  the  weather,  the  uneasiness  of  my  mind, 
and  the  sleeplessness  of  my  ni^ts,  all  combined  to  throw 
me  into  a  fever,  which,  though  it  did  not  last  long,  had 
raged  so  furiously  during  the  period  of  its  continuance,  iS 
to  leave  me  in  a  state  of  the  most  complete  debility.  While 
the  disorder  was  upon  me,  I  was  sensible  of  my  danger ; 
and,  as  the  brilliant  and  consolatory  prospects  of  life  seemed 
for  ever  closed  upon  me,  I  at  first  regarded  my  approach- 
ing dissolution  with  complacency,  and  longed  to  be  released 
from  a  series  of  woes,  in  which  I  had  been  originally  in- 
volved by  my  own  folly.  This  frame  of  mind  however 
was  of  no  great  duration ;  the  more  nearly  I  contemplated 
the  idea  of  separation  from  those  I  loved,  the  smaller  was 
my  resignation.  I  was  unwilling  to  quit  those  dear  objects 
by  which  I  still  held  to  this  mortal  scene ;  I  shrunk  widi^ 
aversion  from  that  barrier  which  separates  us  from  all  that 
is  new,  mysterious,  and  strange.  Another  train  of  ideas 
succeeded  this,  and  I  began  to  despise  myself  for  my  imps* 
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tience  and  cowardice...  It  was  by  my  vices  that  my  family 
was  involved  in  a  long  train  of  misfortunes ;  could  I  shrink 
from  partaking  what  I  had  not  feared  to  create?  The 
greater  were  the  adversities  for  which  they  were  reserved^ 
the  more  ought  I  to  desire  to  suSkr  with  them.  I  had 
already  committed  the  evil ;  in  what  remained^  it  was  rea^- 
sonable  to  suppose  I  should  prove  their  benefactor  and 
not  their  foe.  .  It  was  incumbent  on  me  to  soothe  and  to 
animate  them^  to  enrich  their  minds  with  cheerfulness  and 
courage,  and  to  set  before  them  an  example  of  philosophy 
and  patience.'  By  my  faculties  of  industry  I  was  their 
prindpid  hope;  ^d,  whaterer  we  might  ..^er  oomhined, 
it  was  probable  tbeir  sufferings  would  be  infinitely  greater, 
if  deprived  of  my  assistance.  These  reflections  gave  me 
energy  ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  resolute  predilection  I  had 
conceived  for  life  contributed  much  to  my  recovery. 

One  thing  which  strongly  confirmed  the  change  my 
mind  underwent  in  this  respect,  was  a  conversation  that 
I  overbeiard  at  a  time  when  I  was  supposed  to  be  completely 
in  a  state  of  insensibility,  but  when,  though  I  was  too 
much  reduced  to  give  almost  any  tokens  of  life,  my  faculties 
of  hearing  and  understanding  what  passed  around  me  were 
entire.  Charles  came  up  to  my  bedside,  laid  his  hand 
upon  mine  as  if  to  feel  the  state  of  the  skin,  and,  with  a 
handkerchief  that  was  near,  wiped  away  the  moisture  that 
bedewed  my  face.  He  had  been  fitted  for  many  nurse-like 
offices  by  the  unwearied  attention  he  had  exerted  towards 
me  in  the  paroxysm  of  my  insanity.  Having  finished  his 
task,  he  withdrew  from  the  bed,  and  burst  into  tears.  His 
mother  came  up  to  him,  drew  him  to  the  furthest  part  of 
the  room,  and  in  a  low  voice  began  the  conversation. 

"  Do,  my  dear  boy,  go  down  stairs,  and  get  yourself 
something  to  eat     You  see,  your  papa  is  quiet  now." 

^'  I  am  afraid  that  will  not  last  long;  and  then  he  will  be 
so  restless,  and  toss  about  so,  it  is  dreadful  to  see  him." 

^^  I  wUl  watch,  Charles,  and  let  you  know." 
.   "  Indeed,  mamma,  I  cannot  eat  now.     I  will  by  and 

'^  You  must  try  to  eat,  Charles,  or  else  you  will  m^ke 
yourself  quite  ill.  If  you  were  ill  too,  it  would  be  more 
than  I  could  support." 
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"  1  will  Hot  be  iH^  mamma.  I  assure  yoa  I  will  not 
But^  besides  t£iat  I  have  no  stomachy  I  cannot  bear  to  eat 
when  there  is  hardly  efttough  for  my  sisters/' 

'^  Eat^  boy;  Do  not  trdnUe  yourself  about  that.  We 
shall  get  more  when  that  is  gone.  God  is  good^  and  wffl 
take  care  of  us." 

^'  I  know  that  God  is  good;  but  for  all  that^  one  mutt 
not  expect  to  have  every  thing  one  wiriies.  Though  God 
is  good^  there  are  dreadftd  miirfortunes  in  the  worlds  and  I 
suppose  we  shall  have  our  share  of  them.^' 

"  Oome^  Charles,  though  you  are  but  a  boy^  you  Bxe  die 
best  boy  in  the  world.      You.  are  now  almost  my  only  - 
comfort ;  but  you  will  not  be  able  to  comfort  me  if  you  1^ 
not  take  care  of  yourself."*' 

^^  Dear  mamma!' —  Do  you  know^  mamma^  I  heard  iki,% 
naughty  man  below  stairs  coimt  up  last  night  how  mxkh 
rent  you  owed  him  for^  and  swear  you  should  not  stay  any 
longer  if  you  did  not  pay  him.  If  I  were  a  little  bigger,  1 
would  talk  to  him  so  that  he  should  not  dare  to  insult  us  in 
our  distress.  But,  not  being  big  enough,  I  opened  die 
door,  and  went  into  the  room,  and  begged  him  for  (yod*s 
sake  not  to  add  to  your  distress.  And,  though  he  is  so 
ugly,  I  took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  kissed  it.  But  it  fell 
like  iron,  which  put  me  in  mind  of  his  iron  heart,  and 
I  cried  ready  to  burst  with  mortification.  He  did  not  say 
hardly  a  word." 

"  He  must  be  paid,  Charles :  he  rfiaU  be  paid." 

"  Do  you  know,  mamma,  as  soon  as  I  left  him  I  went 
to  the  bishop's  gardens,  and  spoke  to  the  gardener  ?  I 
asked  him,  if  he  had  heard  that  my  papa  was  ill,  and  he 
said  he  had.  He  said,  too,  he  was  very  sorry,  and  wanted 
to  know  what  hand  we  made  of  it  for  want  of  the  wages:  I 
told  him,  we  were  sadly  ofi^  and  the  man  of  the  house  had 
just  been  affronting  me  about  his  rent.  But,  said  I,  can- 
not you  give  me  something  to  do,  to  weed  or  to  rake  ?  1 
can  dig  a  little  too,  and  scatter  seed.  He  asked,  if  I  knew 
weeds  from  flowers.  Oh,  that  I  do !  said  I.  Well  thfen, 
said  he,  there  is  not  much  you  can  do ;  but  you  are  a  good 
boy,  and  I  will  put  you  on  the  bishop's  list.  But  now, 
mamma,  I  hare  not  the  heart  to  work,  till  I  see  whetlier 
papa  will  get  well  again." 
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While  po0r  Charles  told  his  artless  tale^  Marguerite  wept 
over  him^  and  kissed  him  again  and  again.  She  called  him 
the  best  child  in  the  worlds  and  said^that^  if  I  were  hut  so 
fcwtimate  as  to  recover^  with  sueh  a  hushand  and  such  a  son^ 
she  should  yet  he  the  happiest  of  women. 

'^  Oh,  my  poor  father !"  exclaimed  Charles^  "  Ever 
since  the  great  hail-storm^  I  have  every  hour  loved  him 
better  than  before..  I  thought  that  was  impossible,,  but  he  is 
io  gentle,  so  kind,  so  good-humoured,  and  so  patient !  I 
loved  him  when  he  waa  harsh,  and  when  he  was  out  of  his  ■ 
mind ;:  but  nothmg  so  well  then  as  I  have  done  since. 
People  that  are  kind  and  smOe  always  do  one  good  ,*  but 
nobody's  smiles  are  like  my  father's.  It  makes  me  cry 
with  joy  sometimes,  when  I  do  but  think  of  them.  Pray, 
papa/'  added  he,,  coming  up  to  the  bedside,,  and  whisper- 
ing, yet  with  a  hurried  and  passionate  accent,  "  ge^  well ! 
Do  but  get  well,  and  we  will  be  so  happy !  Never  was 
there  a  family  so  happy  or  so  loving  as  we  will  be !" 

While  he  spoke  thus,  I  endeavoured  to  put  out  my  hand^ 
but  I  could  not;  1  endeavoured  to  smile,  but  I  was  unable: 
my  heart  was  in  a  feeble,,  yet  soothing,  tranquillity.  The 
accent^  of  love  I  had  heard^  dwelt  upon  my  memory.  They 
had  talked  of  distress,  but  the  sentiment  of  love  was  upper, 
most  in  my  recollection.  I  was  too  weak  of  frame  to  suffer 
intellectual  distress;  no  accents  but  those  which  carried 
balm  to  my  spirit,  seined  capable  of  resting  upon  my  ear. 
From  this  hour  I  regularly  grew  better,  and,  as  I  reco. 
vered,  seemed  to  feel  more  and  more  vividly  how  envi- 
able it  was  to  be  the  head  of  a  loving  and  harmonious 
family. 

My  recovery  however  was  exceedingly  slow,  and  it  was 
several  weeks  before  I  had  so  far  recruited  my  strength  as 
to  be  capable  of  my  ordinary  ochipations.  In  the  mean 
time  the  pecuniary  difficulties  to  which  we  were  exposed 
hourly  increased,  and  the  cheerful  but  insignificant  labours 
of  Charles  could  contribute  little  to  the  support  of  a  family. 
The  melancholy  nature  of  our  situation  might  perhaps 
have  been  expected  to  prevent  the  restoration  of  my  health. 
At  first  however  it  had  not  that  effect.  The  debilitated 
state  of  my  animal  functions  led  me,  by  a  sort  of  irresist- 
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ible  instinct^  to  rcjject  ideas  aad  reflections  whidi  I  should 
then  have  been  unable  to  endure.  I  saw  the  anxjety  and 
affection  of  my  family^  and  I  was  comforted.  I  saw  the 
»niles  of  Marguerite,  and  I  seemed  insensible  to  l^e  Ian:, 
guor^  the  saddened  cheerfulness,  they  expressed.  I  did  not 
perceive  that,  while  I  was  provided  with  every  thing  neces- 
sary in  my  condition,  my  family  were  in  want  of  the  very 
bread  that  should  sustain  existence. 

My  health  in  the  mean  time  improved,  and  my  peroep* 
tions  became  proportionably  clearer.  S3rmptoms  of  deso- 
lation and  famine,  though  as  much  as  possible  covered  from 
my  sight,  obtruded  themselves,  and  were  remarked.  One 
day  in  particular  I  observed  various  tokens  of  this  nature  in 
silence,  and  with  that  sort  of  bewildered  understanding 
which  at  once  labours  for  comprehension  and  resists  belief. 
The  day  closed ;  and  what  I  had  perceived  pressed  upon  my 
mind,  and  excluded  sleep.  Now  for  the  first  time  I  ex- 
erted myself  to  recollect  in  a  methodical  way  the  state  of 
my  affairs  ,•  for  the  severity  of  my  illness  had  at  length 
succeeded  to  banish  from  me  all  ideas  and  feelings  but  what 
related  to  the  sensations  it  produced,  and  to  the  objects 
around  me  ;  and  it  was  not  without  effort  that  I  could  once 
more  fully  call  to  mind  the  scenes  in  which  I  had  been 
engaged.  The  truth  then  by  regular  degrees  rose  com- 
pletely to  view ;  and  I  began  to  be  astonished^  that  my  poor 
wife  and  children  had  been  able  in  any  manner  to  get 
through  the  horrible  evils  to  which  they  must  have  been 
exposed.  This  thought  I  revolved  in  my  mind  for  near 
two  hours ;  and  the  longer  I  dwelt  upon  it,  the  more  per- 
turbed and  restless  I  grew.  At  length  it  became  impossible 
for  me  to  hold  my  contemplations  pent  up  in  my  own  bo» 
som.  I  turned  to  Marguerite,  and  asked  her,  whether  she 
were  asleep. 

She  answered  in  the  negative:  she  had  been  remark- 
ing my  restlessness,  and  tenderly  enquired  respecting  its 
cause. 

"  How  long,"  said  I,  '^  is  it  since  I  was  taken  with  the 
fever?" 

''  A  month  to-morrow,"  replied  she.  ^'  It  was  of  the 
most  malignant  and  distressing  kind  while  it  lasted,  and 
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I  did  not  expect  y^oa  to  live.  Bat  it  has  left  you  a  fort, 
niglit ;  and  I  hope^  Reginald^  you  find  yourself  getting 
strong  again." 

^*  And  so  we  are  here  in  Constance^  and  we  hare  left 
Switzerland ?" 

"Three  months^  my  love !" 

"  I  remember  very  well  the  letter  we  received  from  mon- 
sieur Grimseld;  has  any  ftirther  intelligence  reached  us  froih 
that  quarter  ?  ** 

"  None." 

'*  None !     No  supply  of  any  kind  has  reached  you  ?  " 

''  My  dear  Reginald^  talk  of  something  else  f  You  will 
soon,  I  hope,  he  well :  our  children  are  all  .a^ve ;  and  the 
calamity,  that  has  not  succeeded  to  separate  us,  or  todimil 
nish  our  circle  of  love  even  by  a  single  member,  we  will 
learn  to  bea^.  Let  us  fix  our  attention  on  the  better  pro- 
spects that  open  before  us !" 

^^  Stay,  Marguerite !  I  have  other  questfbhs  to  ask.  Be- 
fore you  require  me  to  bear  the  calamities  that  have  over- 
taken us,  let  me  imderstand  what  these  calamities  are. 
While  we  waited  for  intelligence  from  Switzerland,  we  ex- 
pended the  whole  sum  that  we  brought  with  us,  and  1  was 
obliged  to  hire  myself  to  the  episcopal  gardener  for  bread ; 
was  It  not  so  ?  " 

**  Indeed,  Reginald,  you  are  to  blame !  Pray  question 
me  no  ftirther !  ** 

"  This  was  our  condition  some  time  ago ;  and  now,  for 
a  month  past,  I  have  been  incapable  of  labour.  Marguerite, 
what  have  you  done  }  " 

"  Indeed,  my  love,  I  have  been  too  anxious  for  you,  to 
Chink  much  of  any  thing  else.  We  had  still  some  things, 
you  know,  that  we  could  contrive  to  do  without;  and  those 
I  have  sold.  Charles  too,  our  excellent-hearted  son,  has 
lately  lured  himself  to  the  gardener,  and  has  every  night 
brought  us  home  a  little,  though  it  was  but  Httle." 

"  Dear  boy !  What  children,  what  a  wife,  have  I  broa^ 
to  destruction  !  Our  rent  too,  surdy  you  have  not  been  able 
to  pay  that?" 

*'  Not  entirely.     In  part  I  have  been  obliged  to  pay  it." 
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'^  Ah  M  w^  remember  how  flinty-hearted  a  wretch:  Iws 
got  the  power  over  us  in  that  respect !" 

"  He  has  not  turned  us  out  of  doors.  He  threatened 
hard  several  times.  At  hist  I  saw  it  was  necessary  to  make 
an  effort^  and  the  day  before  yesterday  I  paid  him  half  his 
demand.  If  I  could  have  aroided  that,  we  might  have  bad 
a  siq^ly  of  food  a  little  longer.  1  intreated  earnestly  for 
a  little  further  indulgence,  but  it  was  in  yain.  Itjif^t 
against  the  pride  and  independence  of  my  soul  to  sue  to  this 
man;  but  it  was  for  you  and  for  my  children  I" 

"  Remorseless  wretch !  Then  every  petty  resQuroe  we 
had  is  gone  ?  " 

"  Indeed  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  thing  j^f^ie 
to  sell.  I  searched  narrowly  yesterday  ;  but  I  will  exan^ne 
again  to-day..  The  poor  children  must  have  something 
tQ  support  them,  and  their  fare  has  of  late  been  dreadfully 
•canty." 

"  Their  fare  !  What  have  they  eatoi  ?  "  i 

''  Bread ;  nothing  else  for  the  last  fortnight  l" 
And  yourself  ?  " 

Oh,  Reginald!  it  was  necessary,  you  know^  that  I 
should  keep  myself  alive.  But,  I  assure  you,  I  have  robbed 
them  as  httle  as  I  could." 

"  Horror,  horror!  Marguerite,  what  is  it  you  dream  o|i? 
I  see  my  wife  and  children  dying  of  hunger,  and  you  taUc 
to  me  of  hope  and  of  prospects !  Why  has  this  detail  of 
miseries  been  concealed  from .  me  ?  Why  have  I  been  suf- 
fered, with  accursed  and  imnatural  appetite,  to  feed  oh  4>^ 
vitals  of  all  I  love  ?  " 

"  Begin^^l  even  selfishness  itself  would  have  tai^htss 
t^at !  It  IS  to  your  recovery  that  we  }ook  for  our  fu|k|fe 
SHppOTt!" 

*'  Mo<^  mo  not,  I  abjure  you,  with  senseless  words!  Tim 
taik  idly  of  the  future,  while  the  tremendous  present  bapi 
all  prospect  to  that  future.  We  are  perishing  by  indufi* 
We^luiye  no  provision  for  the  coming  day !  No,no;  som?- 
-thlng  desperate,  something  yet  unthought  of,  must  bej^ 
tempted !  I  wiU  not  sit  inactive,  and  see  my  o£&pring  arovnd 
me  die  in  succession.  No,  by  Heaven!  .  Though  I  am 
itfMiving  like  Ugolinoy  I  am  not,  like  Ugolino;^  ;sbut  up  in  a 
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dungeon !  The  world  is  open ;  its  scenes  are  wide;  the  re- 
sources it  offers  are^  to  the  bold  and  despairing^  innumerable ! 
I  am  a  father^  and  will  show  myself  worthy  of  the  name ! " 
*'  Reginald  I  torture  me  not  by  language  like  this !  Think 
what  it  is  to  be  indeed  a  father^  and  make  yourself  that ! 
Be  careful  of  yourself;  complete  your  recovery, — and  leave 
fhe  r^t  to  me !  I  have  conducted  it  thus  far,  nor  am  I  yet 
without  hope.  Eight  days  ago  I  applied  to  the  secretary  of 
the  pahice,  representing  your  case  as  a  retainer  of  the  bishi^, 
disabled  by  sickness,  and  with  a  family  unprovided  for.  Till 
jresteMay  1  got  no  answer  to  my  memorial;  and  then  he 
informed  me,  that  you  had  been  so  short  a  time  in  employ, 
iksLt  nothing  could  be  done  for  you.  But  to-day  I  will 
dirow  myself  at  the  feet  of  the  bishop  himself,  who  arrived 
last  night  only  from  the  other  side  of  the  lake." 

Every  word  that  Marguerite  uttered  went  to  my  heart. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  dawn  of  the  day,  and  the  truths 
I  had  heard  were  further  confirmed  to  me  by  the  organ  of 
sight.    The  sentiments  of  this  night  produced  a  total  revo- 
lution in  me,  and  I  was  no  longer  the  feeble  convalescent 
^^  the  setting  sun  of  the  preceding  day  had  left  me.    The 
^Idln  was  rehnoved  from  my  eyes,-  and  I  surveyed  not  the 
objects  around  me  with  a  glassy  eye  and  unapprehensive 
observation.     All  the  powers  I  possessed  were  alert  and  in 
/iiM>6on.    To  my  suspicious  and  hurried  gaze  the  apartment 
tppesied  stripped  of  its  moveables,  and  left  naked,  a  mansion 
i&  which 'for  despair  to  take  up  his  abode.     My  children 
^^proached  me ;  I  seemed  to  read  the  wan  and  emaciated 
traces  of  death  in  their  countenances.     This  perhaps  was 
"tnvdittd  degree  the  painting  of  my  too  conscious  thoughts. 
^Btttthitte  heeded  no  exaggeration  to  awaken  torture  in  my 
bosom^  when,  thus  stimulated,  I  observed  for  the  first  time 
%le  d^^adfid  change  that  had  taken  place  in  Marguerite. 
'Her  Mottt  was  gone ;  her  cheeks  were  sunk ;  her  eye  had 
'^  qtiidbiess  and  discomposure  expresi^ ve  of  delyili ty .     I 
Wk  hold  df  her  hand,  and  found  it  oold,  emaciated,  and 
iM^.  '  I  pressed  it  to  my  fips  with  agony ;  a  tear  imMdden 
te  ftoni  My  eye,  and  rested  upon  it.     Hai^ng  finii^ied  my 
^kkinatioti,  I  took  my  hat,  and  was  hastening  to  «sea^ 
|%of^HEheielifiBet: '  Marguerite  noted  my  motionfli  and  snxi- 
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oasfy  interposed  to  prevent  my  design.  She  laid  h^hand 
OB  my  arm  gently,  yet  in  a  manner  fiiU  of  irreidstibU 
expostulation. 

"  Where  would  you  go?  What  have  you  purposed? 
Do  not^  --*  Oh^  do  not^  destroy  a  family^  to  whom  your 
life,  your  sobriety,  and  prudence,  are  indiqiensable  ! " 

I  took  her  hand  within  both  mine.  '^  Con^Kise  yourself 
my  love !  I  have  been  your  enemy  too  much  already,  to  be 
capable  now,  so  much  as  in  thought,  of  adding  to  my  guilt! 
I  need  an  interval  for  musing  and  determination.  I  will 
return  in  a  very  short  time,  and  you  shall  be  the  confidant 
of  my  thoughts !" 

With  wild  and  impatient  spirit  I  repassed  in  idea  the 
whole  history  of  my  life.  But  principaQy  I  dwelt  in  recol- 
lection upon  the  marquis  de  Damville,  that  generous  friend, 
that  raimificent  benefactor,  whose  confidence  I  had  so  ill 
repaid.  "  Damville ! "  exclaimed  I,  *'  you  trusted  to  me 
your  daughter,  the  dearest  thing  you  knew  on  earth  ;  you 
believed  that  the  wretch  did  not  live  who  could  be  unjust 
to  so  rich  a  pledge.  Look  down,  look  down,  O  best  of 
men !  from  the  heaven  to  which  your  virtues  have  raised 
you,  and  see  of  how  much  baseness  man  —  yes,  the  man  you 
disdained  not  to  call  your  friend  •r— is  capable  I  But,  no !  a 
sight  like  this  might  well  convert  the  heaven  you  dwell  in 
to  hell  I  You  trusted  her  to  me ;  I  have  robbed  her  !  You 
enriched  her  mind  with  the  noblest  endowments ;  I  have 
buried  them  in  the  mire  of  the  vilest  condition !  All  her 
generous,  her  unwearied  exertions  are  fruitless ;  by  my  evil 
genius  they  are  blasted !  I  have  made  her  a  mother,  only 
that  she  might  behold  her  children  perishing  with  hunger ! 
They  stretch  out  their  hands  to  me  for  the  smallest  portion 
of  that  inheritance,  which  I  have  squandered  in  more  than 
demoniac  vice !  This,  this  is  the  fruit  of  my  misdeeds !  I 
am  now  draining  the  last  dregs  of  that  mischief,  of  which  I 
have  so  wickedly,  so  basely,  been  the  author  ! " 

As  I  returned  I  met  Marguerite,  who  was  come  £rom  hex 
attempt  upon  the  bishop.  He  had  received  her  paper,  and 
delivered  it  to  his  secretary^  that  very  secretary  who  had 
already  disappointed  all  her  expectations  from  that  quarter. 
She  had  attempted  to  ^eak^  to  abjure  the  bishop,  whatever 


lie  did,  ndt  to  delhret  her  over  to  ft  man  by  whom  her  hopes 
had  beefii  so  troelly  frtustrated ;  but  the  tumult  of  the  scene 
drowned  her  roice^  and  the  hurry  and  confusion  over, 
powered  her  efforts.  They,  however,  drew  such  a  degree 
^  attention  on  her^  that,  in  the  dissentions  which  religious 
broils  at  that  time  spread  in'  Constance^  she  was  suspected 
ef  pressing  thus  earnestly  towards  the  person  of  the  bishop 
with  no  good  design,  and  in  fine  was  ruddy  thrust  out  a( 
the  palftce.  She  had  not  recovered  from  the  agitation  into 
whidi  she  had  been  thrown^  when  I  met  her.  I  elderly 
enquired  into  the  cause  of  her  apparent  distress ;  but  she 
shook  her  head  mournfully^  and  was  silent.  I  easily  under- 
stood wheie  she  had  been,  and  the  failure  of  her  experi. 
ment 

"All  tJien,"  said  I,  "is  at  an  end.  Now,  Marguerite,  you 
must  give  up  your  experiments,  and  leave  to  me  the  cure 
of  evils  of  whidi  I  only  am  the  author.  I  will  return  this 
instant  to  the  garden  of  the  palace,  and  resume  the  situation 
I  formerly  occupied." 

"  For  God's  sake,  Reginald,  what  is  it  you  mean  ?  You 
have  just  acquired  strength  to  seek  the  benefit  of  air.  The 
least  exertion  fatigues  you.  At  this  moment,  the  little  walk 
you  have  taken  has  covered  you  with  perspiration.  You 
eould  not  dig  or  stoop  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Without 
being  utterly  exhausted." 

"  Marguerite,  I  will  not  sit  down  tamely,  and  see  my 
feonily  expire.  In  many  cases  it  is  reasonable  to  bid  a 
vdetudinarian  take  care  of.  himself.  But  our  situation  is 
beyond  that*  I  must  do  something.  Extraordinary  cir^^ 
^umstances  often  bring  along  with  them  extraordinary 
strength.  No  man  knows,  till  the  experiment,  what  he  is 
fl^paUe  of  efi^cting.  I  feel  at  this  moment  no  debility  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  that  the  despair  of  my  mind  will  give  re- 
dotiUed  energy  to  my  efforts." 

Wliile  I  spoke  thus,  I  was  conscious  that  I  had  littte 
more  than  the  strength  of  a  new-born  diild.  But  I  could 
Wt  endure  at  such  a  time  to  remain  in  inactivity.  I  felt 
li  mueh  ashamed  of  the  debilitated  state  in  which  my  fever 
hid  left  me,  as  I  could  have  done  of  the  most  ingloriom^ 
tibmittaey  md  cowardii^  6f  soul.     J  determined  to  reUev^i 
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my  family^  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  If  all  my  efforts 
vain^  I  could  not  hetter  finish  my  career^  than  exhaustecl^ 
sinking,  expiring  under  a  last  exertion,  to  discharge  ibi 
duties  of  my  station. 

We  returned  into  the  house.  Marguerite  took  from  m 
closet  the  last  remnant  of  provisions  we  had,  the  purchase 
of  poor  Charles's  labour  of  the  preceding  day.  Thef«  was 
a  general  contest  who  should  escape  from  receiving  any 
part  in  the  distribution.  Charles  had  withdrawn  him. 
self,  and  was  not  to  be  found.  Julia  endeavoured  to  abui 
scond,  but  was  stopped  by  Louisa  and  her  mother.  She 
had  wept  so  much,  that  inanition  seemed  more  dangerous 
for  her,  than  perhaps  for  any  other  of  the  circle.  No  one 
can  conceive,  who  has  not  felt  it,  how  afibcting  a  contest  ol 
this  kind  must  appear  to  me,  sensible  as  I  was  to  Uie  danger 
that  their  virtue  and  generous  affection  were  the  prt^de 
only  to  their  common  destruction.  I  said,  th«^  was  a 
general  contest  who  should  avoid  all  share  in  the  distribu^ 
tion ;  but  I  recollect  that  the  little  Marguerite,  two  years 
and  a  half  old,  exclaimed  at  first,  ^'  I  am  so  hungry,  mam- 
ma!" But  watching,  as  she  carefully  did,  ev^y  thing 
that  passed,  she  presently  laid  down  her  bread  upon  the 
table  in  silence,  and  almost  untouched;  and  being  asked, 
Why  she  did  so?  she  replied,  in  a  tone  of  speaking  sensL* 
bLlity,  ^'  Thank  you,  I  am  not  hungry  now !  '* 

This  scene  made  an  impression  on  my  mind  never  to  be 
forgotten.  It  blasted  and  corrupted  all  the  pulses  of  my 
soul.  A  little  before,  I  had  reconciled  myself  to  poverty ; 
rhad  even  brought  myself  to  regard  it  with  cheerMness. 
But  the  sentiment  was  now  reversed.  I  could  endure  it,  I 
could  steel  myself  against  its  attacks ;  but  never  from  tlii^ 
hour,  in  the  wildest  paroxysms  of  enthusiasm,  has  it  been 
the  topic  of  my  exultation  or  my  panegyric.  No  diange 
of  circumstances,  no  inundation  of  wealth,  has  had  the 
power  to  obliterate  from  my  recollection  what  I  then  saw. 
A  family  perishing  with  hunger ;  all  that  is  dearest  to  you 
in  the  world  sinking  under  the  most  clreadful  of  all  the 
scourges  with  which  this  sublunary  scene  is  ever  afflicted-; 
no  help  near ;  no  prospect  but  of  stiU  accumulating  distress; 
a  deaths  the  slowest,  yet  the  most  certain  i^  the  most 
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agoi]ismg>  that  can  befall  us :  no^  there  is  nothing  that  has 
T^^fw&t  to  rend  all  the  strings  of  the  heart  like  this !  From 
this  moment^  the  whole  set  of  my  feelings  was  changed. 
Avance  descended,  and  took  possession  of  my  souL  Haimted^ 
as  I  perpetually  was,  by  images  of  the  plague  of  famine^ 
nothing  s^peared  to  me  so  valuable  as  wealth ;  nothing  so 
desiraUe  as  to  be  placed  at  the  utmost  possible  distance 
from  want.  An  appetite  of  this  kind  is  insatiable ;  no  dis- 
tance seems  sufficiently  great ;  no  obstacles,  mountsdns  on 
mountains  of  gold,  appear  an  inadequate  security  to  bar 
from  us  the  approach  of  the  monster  we  dread. 

While  I  speak  of  the  sentiments  which  in  the  sequel 
were  generated  in  my  mind  by  what  I  now  saw,  I  am  sus- 
jMnding  my  narrative  in  a  crisis  at  which  a  family,  inter- 
esting, amiable  and  virtuous,  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  state 
of  humiliation  and  distress. 

They  are  moments  like  these,  that  harden  the  human 
heart,  and  fill  us  with  inextinguishable  hatred  and  contempt 
£Mr  our  species.  They  tear  off  the  trappings  and  decoration 
of  polished  society,  and  show  it  in  all  its  hideousness.  The 
wanton  eye  of  pampered  pride  pleases  itself  with  the  spec- 
tacle of  cities  and  palaces,  the  stately  column  and  the  swelL 
ing  arch.  It  observes  at  hand  the  busy  scene,  where  all  are 
occupied  in  the  various  pursuits  of  pleasure  or  industry; 
and  admires  the  concert,  the  wide-spreading  confederacy. 
Iff  means  of  which  each  after  his  mode  is  imconsciously 
promoting  the  objects  of  others.  Cheated  by  the  outside  of 
things^  we  denominate  this  a  vast  combination  for  general 
benefit.  The  poor  and  the  famished  man  ^contemplate^  the 
loene  with  other  thoughts.  Unbribed  to  admire  and  ap- 
plaud, he  sees  in  it  a  confederacy  of  hostility  and  general 
oppression.  He  sees  every  man  pursuing  his  selfish  ends, 
legardless  of  the  wants  of  others.  He  sees  himself  con- 
temptuously driven  from  the  circle  where  the  rest  Of  his 
^Uow-citizens  are  busily  and  profitably  engaged.  He  lives 
in  the  midst  of  a  crowd,  without  one  friend  to  feel  an  in- 
terest in  his  welfare.  He  lives  in  the  midst  of  plenty, 
ftom  "die  participation  of  which  he  is  driven  by  brutal  me- 
and  violence.  No  man  who  has  not  been  placed  in 
situation  can  imagine  the  sensations^  with  which,  over. 
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whelmed  as  he  is  with  domestic  ruin  and  despair^  he  beholds 
the  riot^  the  prodigality^  the  idiot  ostentation,  the  senseless 
expense,  with  which  he  is  surrounded  on  every  side.^  What 
were  we  to  do  ?  Were  we  to  beg  along  the  streets  ?  Were 
we  to  intreat  for  wretched  offals  at  rich  men's  doors?  Alas! 
ihis,  it  was  to  be  feared,  even  if  we  stooped  to  the  miseraUe 
attempt,  instead  of  satisfying  wants  for  ever  new,  would 
only  prolong  in  the  bitterness  of  anguish  the  fate  for  which 
we  were  reserved ! 

An  unexpected  relief  at  this  time  presented  itself.  While 
the  scanty  meal  I  have  mentioned  was  yet  unfinished,  a  let. 
ter  was  presented  me  inclosing  under  its  cover  a  bill  of  one 
hundred  crowns.  The  letter  was  from  Bemardin,  the  faith, 
ful  servant  whom  we  found  it  necessary  to  dismiss  three 
months  before,  when  we  quitted  our  residence  in  Switzer- 
land. It  informed  us  that,  as  soon  as  he  had  parted  from 
us,  he  had  set  out  on  his  return  to  his  native  town,  next 
adjacent  to  my  paternal  residence ;  that  he  found  his  father 
had  died  a  short  time  before,  and  that,  from  the  sale  of  his 
effects,  he  had  reaped  an  inheritance  to  triple  the  amount 
of  the  sum  he  had  now  forwarded  to  us.  He  had  heard  by 
accident  of  the  death  of  our  friend  in  Switzerland,  and  the 
character  of  his  successor,  and  dreaded  that  the  conse- 
quences might  prove  highly  injurious  to  us.  He  had  still 
some  business  to  settie  witii  the  surviving  branches  of  his 
family,  but  that  would  be  over  in  a  few  weeks ;  and  then, 
if  we  would  allow  him,  he  would  return  to  his  dear  master, 
and  afford  us  every  assistance  in  his  power.  The  littie 
property  that  had  now  fallen  to  him  would  prevent  him, 
from  being  a  burthen ;  and  he  would  hire  a  spot  of  land,  and 
remain  near  us,  if  we  refused  him  the  consolation  of  return, 
ing  to  his  former  employment. 

What  a  reproach  was  it  to  me,  that,  descended  from  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  families  in  Europe,,  the  heir  of  an 
am]de  patrimony,  and  receiving  a  still  larger  fortune  in 
marriage,  I  should,  by  the  total  neglect  and  profligate  de- 
fiance of  the  duties  incumbent  on  me,  have  reduced  myself 
so  low  as  to  be  indebted  to  a  peasant  and  a  menial  for  the 
means  of  saving  my  family  from  instant  destruction  !  This 
was  a  deep  and  fatal  wound  to  the  pride  of  my  soulr  There 
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was  howey^  no  altemfttiYe,  no  posailnlity  of  rejecting  die 
mpplj  afibided  us  at  so  eyentful  a  moment.  We  deter, 
mined  to  use  it  for  the  present^  and  to  repay  it  with  the 
earliest  opportunity ;  and  in  the  following  week^  in  ^ite  of 
the  remonstrances  of  Marguerite^  die  yet  feeble  state  of  my 
healthy  and  the  penalties  annexed  to  the  proceedings  I  set 
off  for  the  canton  of  Soleure^  determined^  if  possiUe^  to 
wrest  the  Mttle  staff  of  my  funily  frcMn  the  hand  that  so 
basely,  detained  it. 

I  passed  through  Zurich  and  a  part  of  the  canton  of 
Basle  without  obstacle ;  these  parts  of  Switz^land  had  not 
Goffered  from  the  calamity  which  had  occasioned  our  exile. 
In  proceeding  furth^^  I  found  it  necessary  to  assume  a 
disguise^  and  to  avoid  large  towns  and  frequented  roads.  I 
readied  at  length  the  well  known  scene  in  whidi  I  had  so 
so  lately  consumed  twelve  months  of  my  life ;  in  which  I 
first  began  to  breathe  (to  breathe^  not  to  be  refreshed)  from 
^^^>  heggary^  and  exile.  Th^e  was  no  pleasing  recollect 
ketion  annexed  to  this  spot;  it  was  a  rememlnrancer  of 
diame^  sorrow^  and  remorse.  Yet^  such  is  the  power  of 
objects  once  familiar^  revisited  after  absence^  that  my  eye 
ran  over  them  with  delight^  I  felt  lightened  from  the  weari* 
Bess  of  the  journey^  and  found  that  the  recollection  of  pains 
past  over  and  subdued  was  capable  of  being  made  a  source 
of  gratification.  The  mountains  among  which  I  had  wan.* 
dered^  and  consumed^  as  it  were^  the  last  dr^s  of  my  in. 
sanity^  surrounded  me ;  the  path  in  which  I  was  travelling 
kd  along  one  of  their  ridges.  I  had  performed  this  part  of 
.my  journey  by  night;  and  the  first  gleams  of  day  now 
began  to  streak  the  horizon.  I  looked  towards  the  cottage^ 
the  distant  view  of  which  had  so  often^  in  moments  of  the 
deepest  despair^  awakened  in  my  heart  the  soothings  of 
sympathy  and  afiection.  I  saw  diat  as  yet  it  remained  in 
its  forlorn  condition^  and  had  undergone  no  repair ;  while 
the  lands  around^  which  had  lately  experienced  the  super, 
intendence  of  Marguerite^  had  met  with  more  attention^ 
and  began  to  resume  the  marks  of  culture.  I  sighed  for 
the  return  of  those  days  and  that  situation^  which^  while 
ptesent  to  me^  had  passed  unheeded  and  unenjoyed. 

I  repaired  to  the  house  of  my  late  protector^  now  the 
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residence  of  monsieur  GrimsekL  He  was  a  meagre  dm* 
yelled  figure ;  and^  though  scarcely  arrived  at  the  middle  of 
human  life>  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  a  premature  old  agei 
I  disclosed  myself  to  him^  and  began  warmly  to  expostu^- 
late  with  him  upon  the  profligacy  of  His  conduct.  He 
changed  colour^  and  betrayed  symptoms  of  confusion^  die 
moment  I  announced  myself.  While  I  pressed  him  with 
the  barbarity  of  his  conduct^  the  dreadful  effects  it  had 
already  produced^  and  the  incontestible  justice  of  my  claim^ 
he  stammered^  and  began  to  propose  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion. During  this  conversation  we  were  alone.  Aft^  some 
time^  however^  a  servant  entered  the  room^  and  the  ooua* 
tenance  of  the  master  assumed  an  expression  of  satisfaction 
and  confidence.  He  eagerly  seized  on  the  occasion  which 
presented  itself^  and^  instantly  changing  his  tone^  called  on 
his  servant  to  assist  him  in  securing  a  criminal  against  the 
state.  I  at  first  resisted^  but  Grimseld  perceiving  this^  ap* 
plied  to  his  bell  with  great  vehemence^  and  three  other 
servants  made  their  appearance,  whOse  employment  Was  in 
the  field,  but  who  had  now  accidentally  come  into  the  house 
for  refreshment.  I  had  arms ;  but  I  found  it  impracticable 
to  effect  my  escape;  and  I  soon  felt  that,  by  yielding  to 
the  impulse  of  indignation,  and  punishing  Grimseld  on  the 
spot  for  his  perfidy,  I  might  ruin  but' could  not  forward 
the  affair  in  which  I  was  engaged. 

I  was  conducted  to  prison ;  and  the  thoughts  produced 
in  me  by  this  sudden  reverse  were  extremely  melancholy 
and  discouraging.  Grimseld  was  a  man  of  opulence  and 
power ;  I  was  without  friends,  or  the  means  of  procuring 
friends.  The  law  expressly  condemned  my  return;  and 
what  had  I  not  to  fear  from  law,  when  abetted  and  inforced 
by  the  hand  of  power  ?  I  might  be  imprisotled  for  ten 
years ;  I  might  be  imprisoned  for  life.  I  began  earnestly 
to  wish  that  I  had  remained  with  my  family,  and  given  up 
at  least  all  present  hopes  of  redress.  It  would  be  a  dreads 
ful  accumulation  of  all  my  calamities,  if  now  at  last  I  and 
my  children  were  destined  to  suffer,  perhaps  to  perish,  in  a 
state  of  separation ;  and  the  last  consolations  of  the  wretched, 
those  of  suffering,  sympathising,  and  condoling  with  each 
other^  were  denied  us. 
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Fuil  of  diese  tragical  forebodings^  I  threw  myself  at  first 
on  the  flo€»r  of  my  cell  in  a  state  little  short  of  the  most 
absolute  despair.  I  exclaimed  upon  my  adverse  fortune^ 
which  was  never  weary  of  persecuting  me.  I  apostrophised^ 
with  tender  and  distracted  accents^  my  wife  and  children, 
haa  whom  I  now  seemed  to  be  cut  off  by  an  everlasting 
divorce.  I  called  upon  death  to  put  an  end  to  these  tumults 
Slid  emotions  of  the  soul^  which  were  no  longer  to  be  borne. 

In  a  short  time  however  I  recovered  myself,  procured 
the  imi^eraents  of  writings  and  drew  up^  in  the  strong  and 
impressive  language  of  truth,  a  memorial  to  the  council  of 
the  state.  I  was  next  to  consider  how  this  was  to  reach 
its  destination ;  for  there  was  some  danger  that  it  might  be 
intercepted  by  the  vigilance  and  malignity  of  my  adversary. 
I  desired  to  speak  with  the  keeper  of  the  prison.  He  had 
some  recollection  of  me,  and  a  still  more  distinct  one  of  my 
&mily.  He  concurred  with  the  general  sentiment,  in  a 
strong  aversion  to  the  character  of  Grimseld.  As  I  pressed 
upon  him  the  hardship  of  my  case,  and  the  fatal  conse* 
quenoes  with  which  it  might  be  attended,  I  could  perceive 
^at  he  fully  entered  into  the  feeling  with  which  I  wished 
him,  to  be  impressed.  He  blamed  my  rashness  in  returning 
to  Switzerland  in  defiance  of  the  positive  prohiUtion  that 
had  been  issued ;  but  promised  at  all  events  that  my  paper 
should  be  delivered  to  the  president  to-morrow  morning. 

I  remained  three  days  without  an  answer,  and  these  days 
were  to  me  an  eternity./  I  anticipated  every  kind  of  mi&. 
fortune ;  I  believed  that  law  and  malice  had  succeeded  to 
die  subversion  of  equity.  At  length  however  I  was  deli- 
vered  from  my  apprehensions  and  perplexity,  and  summoned 
to  appear  before  the  council.  It  was  well  for  me  perhaps 
diat  I  had  to  do  with  a  government  so  simple  and  moderate 
ts  that  of  Switzerland.  I  obtained  redress.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  an  arbitration  of  neighbours  to  set  a  fair  price  on 
my  property,  and  then  decreed,  that  if  monsieur  Grimseld 
lefusied  the  purchase,  the  sum  should  be  paid  me  out  of  the 
eoffers  of  the  state.  He  was  also  condemned  in  a  certain 
fine  for  the  fraud  he  had  attempted  to  commit.  The  affiiir, 
thus  put  in  train,  was  soon  completed ;  and  I  returned  with 
joy,  having  effected  the  object  of  my  journey,  to  my  anxious 
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•ad  expectii^  ftaoSlj.  Soon  after^  we  ranoTed  to  tihe  8{>ot 
we  kad  choMD  on  the  eastern  bitnk  of  the  lake,  wheie  #6 
leBMdned  for  the  tax  following  yeats  fai  a  state  of  peace  and 
tnnqoillity. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


It  was  in  tshe  efening  of  a  aommcr's  day  in  die  Utter  end 
of  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  forty'-fonr,  liiat  a  stranger 
arrived  at  my  halHtation.  He  was  foeUe,  emaciated,  and 
pale,  his  fordiead  foil  of  wrinkles,  and  his  hair  and  beard 
as  white  as  snow.  Care  was  written  in  his  face ;  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  he  had  suffered  muc^  from  distress  of 
mind;  yet  his  eye  was  still  quick  and  livdy,  with  a 
strong  expression  of  suspiciousness  and  anxiety.  His  garb, 
which  externally  consisted  of  nothing  more  dian  a  robe  of 
russet  brown,  with  a  girdle  of  the  same,  was  coarse,  diread- 
bare,  and  ragged.  He  supported  his  tottering  steps  with  a 
staff;  and,  having  lost  his  foreteeth,  bis  speedi  was  indistinct 
and  difficult  to  be  comprehended.  His  wretched  appearance 
excited  my  compassion,  at  the  same  time  that  I  could  easily 
discern,  beneath  all  its  disadvantages,  that  he  was  no  com- 
mon beggar  or  rustic  Ruined  and  squalid  as  he  appeared, 
I  thought  I  could  perceive  traces  in  his  countenance  of  wiuit 
had  formerly  been  daring  enterprise,  profound  meditation, 
and  generous  humanity. 

I  saw  that  he  was  much  fatigued,  and  I  invited  him  to 
rest  himself  upon  the  bench  before  the  door.  I  set  before 
him  bread  and  wine,  and  he  partook  of  both.  I  mked  him 
his  name  and  his  country.  He  told  me  that  he  was  a 
Venetian,  and  diat  his  name,  as  nearly  as  I  eould  collect, 
was  signor  Francesco  Zampieri.  He  seemed  however 
averse  to  speaking,  and  he  requested  me  to  suffer  him  to 
pass  the  night  in  my  habitation.  There  was  nothing  singular 
in  the  request,  a  hospitality  of  this  sort  being  the  practice 
of  the  neighbourhood ;  and  humanity  would  have  prompted 
my  oomplianee^  if  I  had  not  been  atill  more  strcmg^y  uiged 
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bosQO).  I  prepared  for  him  a  camp-bed  in  a  summer* 
house  at  the  end  of  my  garden.  As  soon  as  it. was  ready^ 
he  desired  to  be  left  alone^  that  he  might  seek  in  rest  some 
relief  from  the  fatigue  he  had  undei^ne. 

He  retired  early;  and  therefore^  soon  after  daybreak  the 
next  mornings  I  waited  on  him  to  enquire  how  he  had 
rested.  He  led  me  out  into  the  fields ;  the  morning  was 
genial  and  exhilarating.  We  proceeded^  tiU  we  came  to  a 
retired  spot  which  had  frequently  been  the  scene  of  my 
solitary  mecUtations^  and  th^e  seated  ourselves  upon  a  bank. 
We  had  been  mutually  silent  during  the  walk.  As  soon  as 
we  were  seated,  the  stranger  began :  '^  You  are,  I  under- 
stand, a  Frenchman,  and  your  name  the  count  de  St.  Leon  ?  "* 
I  bowed  assent* 

'^  St.  Leon,"  said  he,  ^^  there  is  something  in  your  conn* 
tenanee  and  manner  that  prepossesses  me  in  your  favour. 
The  only  thing  I  have  left  to  do  in  the  world  is  to  die ; 
and  what  I  seek  at  present,  is  a  friend  who  will  take  care 
that  I  shall  be  suffered  to  die  in  peace.  Shall  I  trust  you  ? 
Will  you  be  that  friend  to  me  ?  " 

I  was  astonished  at  this  way  of  commencing  his  con- 
fidence in  me ;  but  I  did  not  hesitatfe  to  promise  that  he 
should  not  find  me  deficient  in  any  thing  that  became  a  man 
of  humanity  and  honour. 

''  You  do  not,  I  think,  live  alone  ?  You  have  a  wife  and 
children." 

"  I  have." 

"  Yet  none  of  them  were  at  home  when  I  arrived  last 
night.  You  brought  yourself  to  the  summer-house  every 
thing  that  was  necessary  for  my  accommodation.'* 

'^  I  did  so.  But  I  have  a  wife  to  whom  I  have  been 
married  seventeen  years,  and  with  whom  I  have  no  reserves. 
I  told  her  of  your  arrival ;  I  spoke  of  your  appearance ;  I 
mentioned  your  name." 

'^  It  is  no  matter.  She  has  not  seen  me.  My  name  is 
not  Zampieri ;  I  am  no  Venetian." 

"Who  are  you  then?" 

"  That  you  shall  never  know.  It  makes  no  part  of  the 
confidence  I  design  to  repose  in  you.     My  name  diall  be 
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buried  with  me  in  the  grave;  nor  shall  any  one  who'ha^ 
hitherto  known  nie,  know  how,  at  what  time^  or  on  whit 
spot  of  earth,  I  shall  terminate  my  existence.  The  cloud  of 
o^vion  shall  shelter  me  from  all  human  curiosity.  What 
I  require  of  you  is  that  you  pledge  your  honour,  and  the  faith 
of  a  man,  that  you  will  never  reveal  to  your  wife,  yotnr 
children,  or  any  human  being,  what  you  may  herelift^ 
know  of  me,  and  that  no  particular  that  relates  to  my  his- 
tory shall  be  disclosed,  till  at  least  one  hundred  years  after 
my  decease." 

^'  Upon  these  conditions  I  am  sorry  that  I  must  declinie 
your  confidence.  My  wife  is  a  part  of  myself ;  for  the  last 
six  years  at  least  I  have  had  no  thought  in  which  she  has 
not  participated ;  and  these  have  been  the  most  tranquil 
and  happy  years  of  my  life.  My  heart  was  formed  by 
nature  for  social  ties ;  habit  has  confirmed  their  propensity; 
and  I  will  not  now  consent  to  any  thing  that  shall  infiinge 
on  the  happiness  of  my  soul." 

While  I  spoke,  I  could  perceive  that  my  companion 
grew  disturbed  and  angry.  At  length,  tilrning  towards  me 
a  look  of  ineffable  contempt,  he  replied  — 

^^  Feeble  and  effeminate  mortal!  You  are  ndtfter  a 
knight  nor  a  Frenchman !  Or  rather,  having  been  both, 
you  have  forgotten  in  inglorious  obscurity  ev^y  thing 
worthy  of  either !  Was  ever  gaUant  action  achieved 
by  him  who  was  incapable  of  separating  himself  from  a 
woman  ?  Was  ever  a  great  discovery  prosecttted,  or  aH 
important  benefit  conferred  upon  the  human  race,  by  him 
who  was  incapable  of  standing,  and  thinking,  and  feding, 
aione  ?  Under  the  usurping  and  dishonoured  name  df 
virtue,  you  have  sunk  into  a  slavery  baser  than  lliat  of  the 
e^tchantress  Alcina.  In  vain  might  honour,  worth,  and 
immortal  renown  profit  their  favours  to  him  who  has 
made  himself  the  basest  of  all  sublunary  things-^  the  puppet 
of  a  woman,  ihe  plaything  of  her  pleasure,  vrasting  an 
inglorious  life  in  the  gratification  of  her  wii^es  and  the 
performance  of  her  commands  ! " 

I  felt  that  I  was  not  wholly  unmoved  at  this  ^q>ostuht- 
tion.  The  stranger  touched  upon  the  first  and  foreittost 
passions  of  my.  soul ;  pftssions  die  operation  of  which  had 
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been  suspended^  but  which  were  by  no  means  extin- 
gauhed  in  my  bosom.     He  proceeded : .— • 

*'  But  it)  is  well !  Years  have  passed  orer  my  head  in 
Taio^  and  I  have  not  leamt  to  distinguish  a  man  of  honour 
fiom.  a  slave.  This  is  only-  one  additional  sorrow  to  those 
in  which  my  life  has  been  spent.  I  have  wandered  through 
every  region  of  the.earth,  and  have  found  only  disappoint- 
Qeot.  I.  haye  entered  the  courts  of  princes ;.  I  have  ac- 
ofmipanied  the  march  of  armies ;  I  have  pined  in  the 
putridity  of  dungeons.  I  have  tasted  every  vicissitude  of 
splendour  and  meanness ;  five  times  have  I  been  led  to  the 
scaffold^  and  with  difficulty  escaped  a  public  execution. 
Hated  by  mankind^  hunted  from  the  face  of  the  earthy 
pursued  by  every  atrocious  calumny^  without  a  country^ 
without  a  Toofy  without  a  friend ;  th^  addition  that  can  be 
made  to  such  misfortunes  scarcely  deserves  a  thought." 

While  be  sppke^  curiosity^  renstless  curiosity^  presented 
itself  as  a  new  motive,  in  aid  of  the  sense  of  shame  which 
the  stranger  had  just  before  kindled  in  my  bosom.  His 
manner  was  inconceivably  impressive ;  his  voice^  though 
inarticulate  from  age^  had  an  irresistiUe  melody  and 
volume  of  sounds  which  awed^  while  it  won^  the  heart. 
His  front  appeared  open,  large,  and  commanding;  and> 
though  he  complained,  his  complaints  seemed  to  be  those 
of  conscious  dignity  and  innocence.'  He  went  on :  — 
.  "  Farewel,  St.  Leon  !  I  go,  and  you  shall  see  me  and 
hear  of  noe  no  more.  You  will  repent,  when  it  is  too  late, 
the  folly  of  this  day's  determination.  I  appear  mean  and 
insignificant  in  your  eyes.  You  think  my  secrets  beneath 
your  curiosity,  and  my  benefits  not  worth  your  acceptance. 
Know  that  my  benefits  are  such  as  kings  would  barter 
their  thrones  to  purchase,  and  that  my  wealth  exceeds  the 
wealth  of  empires.  You  are  degraded  from  the  rank  you 
once  held  among  mankind ;  your  children  are  destined  to 
Uye  in  the  inglorious  condition  of  peasants.  This  day 
you > might  have' redeemed  all  your  misfortunes,  wod  raised 
yourself  to  a  i^tion  more  iUustripus  than,  that  to  which 
iQjL.wpje.  bom.  Fi^^ewell !  Destiny  has,  masked  out  you 
and  yoKrs  for  obscurity  and  oblivion,  and  you  do  weU  to 
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setres  for  your  aceeptanoe." 

'*  Slop/*  cried  I^  **  m  jBteriooB  stranger  I  Ckaiil*  me  a 
moment's  leisure  to  lefleet  and  determine.'' 

He  had  risen  to  Sep^ri,  widi'  a  gestoFe  of  reaohitioir  and 
contempt.  At  my  exdamation  he  pamed,  and  again  tamed 
faimsdf  towards  me.     My  sool  was  in  ttmialts. 

^*  Answer  me,  most  ambignoiiB  and  impeneCrahle  of 
mortals !  What  is  thy  story  ?  and  what  the  secrets,  the 
disdosme  of  whicli  is  pregnant  with  ooosequences  «o  ex^ 
traordinary  ?" 

'^  Do  yon  reooDect  the  conditions  npon  which  oriy  the 
disdosore  can  be  made  ?" 

"  What  can  I  say  ?  Shall  I  determine  to  part  widi  diat 
which  for  years  has  constituted  the  only  consolation  of  my 
life  ?  Shall  I  suppress  the  oiriostty  which  now  torments 
me,  and  rgect  the  boon  yon  pretend  to  have  die  power  to 
confer  ?" 

"  I  grant  you  the  interval  for  reflection  yon  deaaand.  I 
refuse  to  place  further  confidence  in  you,  till  you  have  ma- 
turely examined  yourself,  and  roused  all  tl»e  energies  of 
your  spirit  to  encounter  the  task  you  undertake." 

'^  One  word  more.  You  know  not,  indeed  you  know 
not,  what  a  woman  you  ezdnde  from  your  oonfldence.  I%e 
is  more  worthy  of  it  than  I  am.  Refeiring  to  my  own  ex<- 
perience  and  knowledge  of  die  world,  I  can  saftly  pro- 
nounce her  the  first  of  her  sex,  perhaps  the  first  of  human 
beings.  Indulge  me  in  this ;  indnde  her  in  your  confi- 
dence ;  and  I  am  content" 

"  Be  silent !  I  have  made  my  determination ;  do  yon 
make  yours !  Know  I  would  not  if  I  could,  and  cannot 
if  I  would,  repose  the  secrets  that  press  upon  me  in  more 
than  a  single  bosom.  It  was  upon  this  condition  I  recei^PM 
the  communication ;  upon  this  condidon  only  can  I  impart 
it  I  am  resolved;  to  die  is  the  election  of  my  soul — a 
consummation  for  which  I  impatiendy  wait.  Having  de- 
termined therefore  to  withdraw  mysdf  from  the  powers 
committed  to  me,  I  am  at  liberty  to  impart  diem ;  upon 
the  same  cottditiott>  and  no  othor^  you  may  one- day,  if  you 
desire  it,  seek  die  relief  of  confidence." 
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wn  yet  esdy  monm^,  nor  Was  it  likely  we  shoidd  tked 
W  alexin  oar  walk.  He  homers  ^nployed  tbe  pif^* 
emtion.of  causing  me  to  ex{dore  the.jibth/  and  to  see  tBit 
we  dionii  letum  uoinlerrapted.  We  oame  back  fo  fh^ 
nBiiBnr.«lioii8e.  Tlie  window-^uttem  Were  still  dosed/ 
the  stranger  determitied  they  should  remain  so.  When  I- 
had  6onke  to.  hhn  aa  soon  as  I  rose^  I  had  found  the  dodi^ 
seared ;  nor  had  he.  admitted  me,  till  he  recognised  my 
voicey.and  had  ascertained  that  I  was  done.  These  pre.^ 
CBotiana  scarcely  exdted  my  attention  at  the  time;  hut; 
after  the  conversation  that  had  jnst  passed,  they  returned 
distinctly  to  my  memory. 

The  xemainder  of  the  day  which  had  been  opened  by 
dus  extraordinary  scene  was  passed  by  me  in  great  anxiety. 
I  ruminated  with  unceasing  wonder  and  perturbation  upon 
die  words  of  the  straiig^.  ShaQ  I  shut  upon  myself  the 
gate  of  knowledge  and  information  ?  Is  it  not  the  part  of 
a  fe^le  and  effisminate  mind  to  refttse  instruction,  because 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  communicate  that  instruction  to  an.* 
odier  *—  to  a  wife  ?  The  stranger  professes  to  be  able  to  raisd 
me  to  the  utmost  height  of  wealth  and  distinction.  Shall 
I.iefuse  the  gift,  which  in  a  former  instance  I  forfeited, 
bnt  for  which,  though  ccmtemplated  as  at  an  impracticable 
distance,  my  Wiible  soul  longs  ?  If  there  is  any  thing  di»« 
honourable  connected  wiih  the  partidpation  of  this  wealth; 
I  shall  atiU  be  at  liberty  to  reftise  it.  There  can  be  no 
crime  in  hearing  idiat  this  man  has  to  communicate.  I 
shall  still,  and  idways,  be  master  of  myself;  nor  can  I  have 
any  diiing  personafly  to  fear  from  a  man  so  feeble,  to  de* 
ciepit,  so  emadated.  Yet  what  can  be  the  gifts  worthy  of 
acceptance  of  a  man  who,  while  he  possesses  them^  is  tired 
of  life,  and  desires  to  die?  or  what  the  wealth  of  him  who 
bears  about  him  every  external  sjrmptom  of  poverty  and 
desolation  ? 

The  conversation  I  had  just  hdd  revived  in  my  mind 
the  true  feeling  of  my  present  dtuation.  The  wounds  of 
my  soul  had  been  lulled  into  temporary  insensibility ;  but 
they,  were  in  a  state  in  which  the  slightest  acddent  was 
capable  of  making  them  bleed  afresh,  and  with  aH  theb 
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fprmer  /violence^  I '  had  rather  steely  mf  vAkAM  «lMlitre 
fVtet  seemed  unavokUble^  Ihui  rec^idled  myself  >  I0;i9f 
fiaite.  The  youthfal  paasioiis  of  my  eoul^  whidi  jaqyiearl^ 
yjetars  had  written  theve  in  *  characters  ao  deep^  wi^ret  b^  no 
Queans  effaced.  I  could  not  oontenplate  the  splendour  4f 
HMik  with  an  impartial  eye*  I  could  not  think  of  tb^ 
alternative  of  di^notion  or  obscurity  for  my  d>ildi«9ii,  9nth 
indifference.  Bat,  most  of  all,  the  moment  I  haxl  «e» 
periaiced  for  them  of  hunger,  and  impending  4estruieti(|n 
by  famine,  had  {NPodueed  an  indelible  impression*  Ifrliad 
destroyed  all  romance,  I  had  almost  said  all  d^itynia  my 
mind  for  ever.  It  had  snapped,  as  by  the  touch  of  i  atreidr 
hot  iron,  all  the  finer  and  more  etherialised  sinews  of  my 
fbamei  It  had  planted  the  aordid  love  o£  gold  in  my  •faeanf, 
ih^re,  by  its  baneful  vegetation^  to  poison  every  nobler,  an) 
more  salubrious  feelings 

'When  I  returned  to  the  house.  Marguerite  aiquired  of 
me  respecting  the  stranger,  but  my  answers  were  sh0rtand 
embarrassed*  She  seemed  to  wonder  that  he  ^d  n^  eeli|e 
into  the  house,  and  partake  of  some  refireshm^aiiECiA^ 
midst  of  my  family.  She  asked^  whethea-  he  were  indis- 
posed ?  and'whether  he  did  not  stand  in  need  o£  ,«Qitie  a«iP^ 
ance  that  she  mi^t  afibrd .  him  ?  Percnving  bo^^peiviefr  t  thikt 
I  was  desirous  of  saying  as  little  as  possible  respecting. hip, 
she  presently  became  floleot.  I  coujbd  see  that  i^ev^Wt 
at  my  incommunicativeness,  yet  I  could  not  prevail  upop 
mysdf  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  causes  :of/my  ta- 
citurnity. Ours  was  a  family  of  love ;  and  I  could  .obserfe 
that  the  childnen  sympathised  with  iimx  moth^  and 
secretly  were  surprised  at  and  lamented,  my  reserve*  TJifge 
would  have  been  little  in  this,  in  perhaps,  ao^  other  fanMi^ 
than  ours*.  Bat  the  last  six  years  had  been  SpenI  byiOs  in 
such  primeval  simplicity,  that  scarcely  oDoe  of  us ;  had^ 
thought  but  what  was  known  to  the  rest  Marguerite  ite** 
rished  my  frankness  and  unreserve  with  peculiar  i^fsbe 
remembered  with  bitterness  ef  soul  the  periods  in  whi^b  I 
fostered  conceptions  only  proper  to  mysdf  r^^  perieds  vpf 
dreadful  calamity,  or  of  rooted  melandioly  and  sadseia. 
She  could  not  help  r^^arding  the  silence  into  wlUch  lof.^e 
present  occasion  I  retepeed,  as  a  portent  of  ;^e]pilaiigi97* 
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Ckmka,'  >«4io  was  now  dxtem  yean  of  age,  recollected  the 
pttiofi  of  our  mined  fixrtanes  when  he  had  been  alono  with 
<jllM«tcPkuri»^  and  partodc  of  his  nuHiier's  fedings. 

A-trifling  ciFciinistance,  at  this  time  occasioned  by  the 
IM»  Mai^erite,  bow  eight  years  of  age,  rendered  the 
Mttildbit  under  whidi  I  laboured  more  memorable  and 
itffldilg.  She  had  left  a  litde  book  of  fairy  tales,  in  which 
she  lifdl  heea  reading  the  day  before,  in  the  summers-house. 
At-I^t  flhe  did  not  reooUect  what  was  become  of  it,  aikd 
mtjfit^yeA  herself  in  seardiing  for  it  with  great  assiduity. 
Of  ii  sudden  howerer  she  remembered  where  she  had  teid, 
m  ft  hat ;  and,  exdainnng  with  exultation,  *'  It  is  in  the 
Sttnteeruhoose !  *'  sprang  forward  to  fetch  it.  I  detained 
hsr,  iuvi  told  her  there  was  a  sick  gentleman  there  that  she 
WMld^foturb  I  "  Then,  dear  JuMa  \"  rejoined  she, ''  be  so 
good  as  to  get  it  for  me ;  you  are  so  quiet  and  careful,  you 
meiv«r  disturb  any  body." 

**  My  love,"  answered  I,  **  nobody  must  get  it  for  yWL 
f%e  jgentleman  chooses  to  be  alone,  and  will  not  let  any 
Mtf  oome  to  him.    You  ^ali  have  it  after  dinner." 

^  Afa^  but,  papa,  I  want  it  now.  I  put  it  away.  Just 
where  the  naugh^  ^aut  had  diut  up  the  gentleman  in  the 
dungeon^  who  came  to  take  away  the  lady.  I  was  obliged 
10  ^ut  it  away  th^  because  mamma  cidled  me  to  go  to 
bed  f  hut  I  want  so  to  know  what  will  become  of  them, 
yott  caanot  think." 

^  WeiLl,  dear  Marguerite,  I  am  sonry  you  must  wait ;  bat 
yMrmuat  learh  to  hare  patience." 

'  ^'  l>o  you  know,  papa,  I  walked  in  the  garden  before 
Mfli[fa8t :  and  so,  not  dunking  of  any  dung,  I  came  to 
^'  vummer-house ;  and  I  tried  to  open  the  doer,  hut  I 
eoOid  not  I  found  it  was  locked.  So  I  thought  Julia 
was  there;  and  I  knocked,  and  called  Julia,  but  nobody 
answered.  So  then  I  knew  Juha  was  not  there,  for  I  was 
sure  aha  would  have  opened  the  door.  So  I  dimbed  upon 
the  stamp  of  the  pear-tree,  and  tried  to  look  in  at  the  win- 
dow ;  hat  the  shuttrav  were  shut>  and  I  could  not  get  to  see 
over  die  top  of  them.  And  I  walked  all  round  the  sum- 
ineruhouee,  and  all  the  shutters  were  shut.  Papa,  I  wish 
yim.<would  not  1ft  a  mita  get  into^  the  summer-house,  who 
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^uts  dl  the  shutters^  and  locks  the  ^bor/  Yoa  ahni]^ 
used  to  let  me  go  into  every  room  I  liked;  and,  do  fi^ 
know^  I  thkik  none  hut  had  people  lock  andbdt  liiimBelLfei 
Upi  so.  It  puts  nrind  of  tine  giants  Willi  their  drawbiyges 
and  their  pitfalls ;  I  shall  be  quite  afraid  of  this  frig^tfiilolir 
man."  ,    '  .♦     1  .  *r   mi; 

This  prattle  of  the  child  was  nothing ;  yet  it  inereaaed 
the  embarrassment  of  my  situHtioni  and  made  the. paddle 
aricy  of  the  cade  more  conspicuous.  Finding  ^herMfartk 
nadous  in  insisting  upon  a.  toplc^at  waadiaagfeelM^ib 
ise^her  mother  caUfed  her  from  me^and  puther  ^ponsMiiii 
occupation  that  served  tb  divert  her  attention*  :  i  ;felt^£]oa 
a^^rson  that  was  guihy  oi scftiie  dime;  and  thisi considHMi 
ation  and  kindness  of  my  wife^  when  I  seemed  to  myad£;to 
deserve  her  reproach^  had  not  the  power  to-  cabn  laf 
uneasiness.'  '       i        ■..*  v...  .i ;•.■;» 

These  little  occurrences  appeared  like  the  hCgimiiiig  of 
a  separation  of  interests,  and  esti^angement  of  hearts.  I 
tasked  myself,  severdy.  I  summoned  the  whole  fpicch  of 
my  mind,  that  I  might  strictly  consider  what  it*  was  id 
Which  I  was  about  tO' engage.  If  this  i^ht  aoiboasuA 
hint  of  a  secret  is  felt  by  both  Marguerite  and?  myself  with 
80  much  imeasiness  and  erabnrrassment,  what  idll  be  oisr 
itoiation,  if  I  go  on  to  accept  diie  stranger's  confidence/ and 
become  the  depository  of  an  arcanum  so  impostaat^aaiM 
represents  his  to  be  ?  He  declares  himsielf  aUe  to;  besloV 
tipon  roe  the  highest  opulence ;  what  will  he*  die  feeltri^  of 
my  wife  and  children  when  theyeeemy-coilditidn  «Qddei^ 
ehanged  from  its  present  humble  appeu»n«e  t&  ^Iradour 
and  wealth,  widlout  being  able  to  assign  the  sousee  of  lM» 
extraordinary  accession  ?  -  m  o 

It-is  difficult  to  conceive  a  family  jncture  Bunrcienvialie 
that  than  to  which  I  was  now  cohtinuaUy  preserity  ^dof 
which  I  fortned  a  part.  We  had  been  happy  on  the  b«^ 
of  ther  Garonne,  and  we  had  pictured  to  ourselvea  a 'plaa'rOf 
hs^piness  immediately  on  our  arrival  in  the  city  of  jCQtt*> 
stanch.  But  these  were  little  and  imperf^t,  compared  W^ 
wliat  I  noW  enjoyed.  In  the  first  situation  my  chiliiwn 
wei-e  infants/ and  in  the  second  l^e  ekle^  wasbictteayMnr 
of  age.     The  mother  was  now  tharty-five ;   and  diie  Ml 
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m  my  eye^  at  leait^  lUHie  oi  her  pentmal  attractions^ 
Jitt  intelcctiml  acooibpliflhinentB  wer«  raudi  greater  duB 
crab  Her  underBtandiQg  was  nstiiEed^  her  judgment  dci> 
nMi  her  experience  more  comprebensire.  As  the  had-  a 
gMater^oompa^  of  mutenmls  to  work  upon,  her  fancy  was 
more  playfid^  her  oonversation  rich^,  and  her  reflectmM 
more'aauiiinig  and* profounds  The  matroti  chasaeter  she 
ladAQquixed^  had  had  no  other  effect  mi  h«r  feehngSy  thai| 
ta  mder  than*  more  deep,  more  true  and  magnetiad.  Her 
*«f«UWuii  was  more  eotirely  affectionate  than  it  had  becB 
Bft»  in  -cbe  first  year  of  our  cohahilation.  Her  attachmeni 
te  hat  diildren  iras  exemplary,  and  her  vigilance  uninteri* 
ntptod  ;  aad,  for  myself,  she  was;  accnstoBKed,  in  ail  thai 
idated  to  onr  matual  love,  to  enter  into  my  sentimeiits  and 
iiBcSinstioDs  with  so  just  a  tone  of  equafity  and  kindness^ 
that  we  seemed  to  be  two  bodies  animated  by  a  single  souL 
if  IteiOOiAer  were  impBoned,  the  ekikiiren  were  still  mor^ 
mpravedw  -In  tlieir  early  years- we  are  attadied  to  our  off# 
tpribg^  merely  bdoause  ^y  are  ours,  and  in  a  way  th»t  haft 
wi  aiii^i^dal  speculators  to  ebnsidfir  the  atHdiment,  less  aa 
^  necessary  op»ation  of  a  sensilde  an4  tonedouB  minc^ 
Aaa  as  «  wise  provision  of  nature  for  the.  perpetuation  of 
^  ^ecieil.  But  as  they  grow  up,  the  case  is  difiereni; 
Oor  partli^ty  la  then  confirmed  oi  diminished  by  qualities 
tMile  to>  an  •impartial  bystander  asreaHy  as  to  eusselvesb 
They  then  eease  to  be  merely  <the  objects  of  our  soMdtude^ 
tnd-  beeome^ur  companions,  the  partnen  of  our  sentimenti^ 
•Hd  the  counselors  of  our  undertakingB;  •  Si^ch  at  least  wa| 
tny  ease  at  the  present  period.  Charles^  who  was  now 
«is^tete,'waa  manly  beyond  his  years;  whiie  ^e  native  §m 
flf  *  his  di^wnilion  was  tempered  by  adversity,  by  ah  humJbife 
-ikaaCiOD>  and  by  die  turdoor  of  fflid  and  fraternal  affeetiom 
iuha,  who  was  two  years  youliger,  became  daily  more  in** 
mastiiig  by  t^  mikfaies  of  her  disposition  and  the  t^ndor^ 
fiesa  'of  'her  sensibility^  Louisa  was  only  ii^ve  |  but,  aa 
die  mm  extremely  notalde,  and. had  an  unoemracmly  ^iek 
ind  foeiiriite  spirit  of  imitadon^  she  rendered  herself  eaU 
ending^y  u^ieftid  to  her  mother.  Marguerite,  the  playtlung 
mtir  teosemcot  ef  the  'family,  had,  as  I  have  said,  jittt 
imqilfAeAtikkB  eigjhth  year  of  her  agp, 

X  S 
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One  exquisite  source  of  gntificatioii^  ifAmi  it  iiUM  « 
fource  of  nneasiiiess^  to  speak  from  my  mwn  tfxpedtmtsm^ 
wbicb  a  parent  ilnds  in  ibe  society  of  his  diildren,  is  A^ti- 
indiyidnality.  They  are  not  puppets,  moved  iritSk  wires, 
and  to  be  played  on  at  wfll.  Almost  fh)m  the  hOiir«f  di^ 
birth  they  have  a^l  of  their  own,  to  be  oonsnlted^sBd 
negotiated  with.  We  may  say  to  diem,  as  Adam  to  the 
general  mother  of  mankind,  '^  But  now,  thou  wert  flesh  of 
my  flesh,  and  bone  of  my  bone ; .  and,  even  now,  thou 
standest  before  me  vested  in  the  prerogatives  of  sentiment 
and  reason ;  a  living  being,  to  be  regarded  with  attention 
and  deference;  to  be  courted,  not  compeQed;  susceptible  of 
the  various  catalogue  of  human  passions;  capable  '6f  S^ 
sentment  and  gratitude,  of  indignation  and  love,  of  per* 
verseness  and  submission.  It  is  because  thou  art  thus 
formed  that  I  love  thee.  I  cannot  be  interested  about  ol^ 
jects  inanimate  or  brute.  I  require  a  somewhat  that  ^aD 
exercise  my  judgment,  and  awidcen  my  moral  feelings. '  |t 
is  necessary  to  me  to  approve  myself,  and  be  apprordd'  "fey 
another.  I  rejoice  to  stand  befbre  you,  at  once  the  d^feuo-- 
ant  and  the  judge.  I  rejoice  in  the  restraint  to'  whljli^i  ^otbr 
independent  character  sulgects  me,  and  it  will  be  in^  pride 
to  cultivate  that  independence  in  your  mind.  I  would  iie« 
gotiate  for  your  affections  and  confidence,  and  not  be  ;^ov^ 
by  you,  but  in  proportion  as  I  shall  have  done  somc^thing 
to  deserve  it.  I  could  not  congratulate  myself  upon  ytmr 
correspondence  to  my  wishes,  if  it  had  not  been  in  yonlkr 
power  to  withhold  it.*' 

While  I  indulge  this  vein  of  reflection,  I  seem  a^afin  to 
see  my  family,  as  they  surrounded  me  in  the  year' fifteen 
'hundred  and  forty-four;  Marguerite  the  partner  oif  my  Klfe, 
Charles  the  brother  of  my  cares,  the  blooming  JvlHsl,  iixt 
•sage  Louisa,  and  the  playful  cadette  of  the  family.  How 
ricUy  furnished,  howcheerfid,  how  heart-reviving,  appeared 
to  me  the  apartment  in  which  they  were  assembled!  J 
dwell  upon  the  image  with  fond  affbction  and  lingering  4e«- 
light.  Where  are  uey  now  ?  How  has  all  this  happineaa 
been  maliciously  undermined,  and  irrevocably  destroyed! 
To  look  back  on,  it^^  it  seems  like  the  idle  fabric  of  a  dteaito. 
I  awake,  and  find  myself  alone  i   Werei  ihete  lesKy  aa^ 
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]^emm^  Wm»  aie  they  dispersed?  W)uther  are  they 
|[|Be|  Qii,  miseral^  solitude  imd  desertion,  to  which  ( 
hfH^  VP.loqgheen  condemned  i  I  see  nothing  around  me 
J^;fp€^e^)esii  wsUs,  or  human  £eu^  that  say  aslittle  to  my 
J^9ttrt  JUfhtbe!  walls  tbemselYes  J  How  palsied  is  my  soul  i 
d9ir^>lifiiftlfved  my  affections  I — But  I  will  not  anticipate* 
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64^Rp^  food  to  the  stranger  as  occasion  required  in  the 
j^^rag  of  the  day.     He  seemed  indisposed  to  speak,  and  we 
^ig;i;^^i^|;e4  scarcely  more  than  two  or  three  words.     The 
~~^xl|  jQjprmhg  was  the  implied  time  to  which  the  question 
J^I^Q^Glehce  was  deferred,  and  I  went  to  him  with  the 
^  jl^^(4ution  of  refusing  it.     Whether  it  were  that  he 
'^e^,^^  resolution  in  my  countenance,  or  that,  in  the 
ai  |ii|&^  elapsed,  he  had  formed  a  meaner  opinion  of 
117V/  r^^W^^'  *"*^  thought  me  unfit  for  the  purposes  he  in, 
"     sWuld  answer,  certain  it  is  that  he  anticipated  me. 
,t  ;the^  mde  time  he  magnified  the  importance  of  the  gifts 
^  ha4  tip  c^ihmunicate.     He  expressed  himself  astonished 
^fit  :^<^  precipltateness  of . his  yesterdays  conduct.     It  wflis 
^^  t^l  after  much  trial  and  long  prohation  that  he  could 
,|j£^K)S|^lun]i9eif  ii  confidant.     I  was  not  at  present  fit  for  the 
cbaracter,  nor  perhaps  ever  should  be.     The  talent  he  pos^ 
ji^B/^  Wjeis  one  upon  lyhich  the  fate  of  nations  and  qf  the 
..hji^^p^.  specie^  niight  he  made  to  depend.     God  had  given 
^';  tpx^  ihe  best  and  highest  purposes ;  and  the  vessel  in 
^Jfh^  ,it  was  deposited  must  be  purified  from  the  alloy  of 
.^1i|^iuui  frailty.  .  It  might  be  abused  and  applied  to  the 
^J^t  ^trpc^<QU9  designs.     It  might  blind  the  understanding 
|lie' wisest,  and  corrupt  the  integrity  of  the  noblest.     It 
t.  pverturii  kingdoms,  and  change  the  whole  order  of 
j^  society  into   a^iarchy  and  barbarism.     It   might 
jpidierjito,  possessor  the  universal  plague  or  the  universal 
jjQ^t  itf,  mankind. 
Jii^.^ULeonr  aided  the  stranger,  '*" you  are  not  qua-f 
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Ij^ed  for  80  important  a  trust.  Yoa  are  nek  yet  porgeil  of 
^bedHty  aofl  weakntes.  Thoi^h  you  have  pasaed  thrOu^ 
BAttdby  a»d  had  consideraUe  experience,  yoa  are  yet  adhS^ 
I  fcad  heard  yourhistory^  and  expected  to  find  you  a  ciflb^ii 
iximi  Go  j  and  learn  to  know  yourwdf  for  what  you  ar^^ 
inydhus  imd  indgnificaat^  worthy  to  hatt  been  bOItt  a 
p^aaanty  and  not  fitted  to  adorn  the  rolls  of  chivahry^  or  ihe 
rank  to  which  you  were  destined !"  ^ 

Th^e  was  something  so  ^Dpre88Eye  in  (^  revoke  isA 
contempt  of  this  venerable  sage^  that  made  it  impossible  to 
contend  with  them.  Never  was  there  a  man  more  ^gdbr; 
and  in  whom  were  united  greater  apparent  confracBcti^ms. 
Observe  him  in  a  qidet  and  unanimated  moment^  you  mi^t 
almost  take  hiih  for  a  common  b^gar ;  a  poor^  miserable 
Wretch/ in  whom  life  lingered^  and  ins^sate  stnpiditj^ 
rdgtied.  fiat  when  his  soul  was  toudied  ih]  any  of  thds§ 
|>oints  on  which  it  was  most  alive^  he  rose  at  once,  and  ap^ 
Cleared  a  giant;  ^is  voice  was  the  rdce  of  thunder ;  aikl, 
h>lling  in  a  rich  imd  sublime  swell,  it  arrested  and  s^edy 
while  it  withered  idl  the  nerves  o{  die  soul.  His  eye-bi^at)^ 
sat  upon  your  countenance,  and  seemed  to  look  throu^  y^. 
You  wished  to  escape  from  its  penetrating  power,  b^tyde^ 
had  not  the  strength  to  move.  I  began  to  flsel  as  if  it  were 
knhe  mysterious  and  superior  being  in  human  fbrm,  i^A 
hot  a  mortal;  with  whom  I  was  concerned.  "^ 

'  What  a  strange  and  contradictory  bdn^  is  man  !  I  hd^' 
'g09e  to  the  summer-hoi^e  this  moming,  with  a  6rm  jheiBO^ 
Mtion  to  ilefuse  the  gifts  and  the  communicatiiki  of  the 
ktranger.     I  felt  as  if  lightened  from  4  burthen  whidi  tb^ 
^hole  preceding  day  had  oppressed  me,  while  I  formed  tfai^  - 
|es<^Uti(m :  I  was  dieerful,  and  conscious  of  rectitude'  aa4 
strength  of  mind.     How  dieaply  we  pri2e  a  gift  whldi' we^ 
lih^ne  to  be  already  in  our  power!   With  what  phild^I 
ipphical  indifference  do  we  turn  it  on  every  idde,  depreeiii£»^ 
its  worth,  magnify  its  disadvantages,  and  then  pique  oai" 
i^tes  upon  the  sobriety  imd  justice  of  t^  estimate  w^ha>^ 
iiiade !    Thus  it  Was  with  me  in  lSt»  present  tran^aedbihy ' 
imt  when  I  .had  received  the  check  of  die  st^ngd^,  alid- 
aaw  the  pBoposed  benefit  removi^  to  a  yast  and  rniCMB^  ; 
distance^  theii  it  xtcnmed  att  Ita  ebarma ;  thefi  the  contk^ 
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of  vesldi  «id  porerty  iatfhed  fiifi  upon  my  aoul.  Before^ 
\.h94^qa0miiQsued  Ibe  Mlity  of  the  stranger's  pratendond^ 
«i4  wnuandered  i^ether  he  ni^t  not  be  an  tatM.  impostor^ 
ba  9||r^  aU  waa-  deameaa  and  otrtaialy :  die*  adyantagea  ^ 
i«aa)^  paaaed  in  IbJl  review  before  my  roused  imaginations 
I  sfp-i^ocaea,  pakeea,  and  their  finrmture ;  I  saw  the  ipkiA* 
doorf^  iiasttiibitiOD  and  the  trains  of  attendants^^^objeeti 
middk  hid  been  for  ever  dear  to  my  puerile  imaginatito;  I 
lWMt4irted  the  ikmonr^  love^  ahedienee,  troops  ef  frfclids^ 
Hi4n\0a%i^  ajpt  to  attend  npon  weeldiy  when  diabsrttid 
int)||<««lAoderttedegieeof  dignity  and  manifldenea  WheA 
1  flOQ^^lftedlihis  witb  my  present  pclvcrty  and  desertioni  lifi^ 
iniifH^efff  ef  oi»<appeamice^  onr  daily  kboars,  tiie  dangd' 
liMit^aii  untowasd  accident  ttiig^  ainlc  ns  in  the  deepest  d^ 
tse^raod  the  hopelessness  that  my  s6n  or  his  posleritjr 
shonML  ever  rise  to  that  honour  aiiddiBtfaidtie»  to  whidi  dicf 
ha4t  on^  been  destuuMy  the  eflfeet  was  too  powerful.  • 

IkMotbvr  ftcBDIS  «iMe  etfiUvtbRin  aid  of  tlus:  it wa^ 
tfa»jrwn  Weting'  Impiesaion  which  theetraoger  had  left  npeK 
t^^^iitodi  thiB  seemed  tb  be  his  great  ar^  if  in  renfity  hih 
ijcij^et  is  tor  he  Impftted  to  att.  f hetfe  is  no  enemiy  t» 
if^s(Q&  no  falsi  40  -a  seme  of'  dcjgradalibn.  fldf^ippiause  is 
oii|4ff^fcip«l  s^pert'  in  every  liberal  and  elevatdl'  aet  ef 
'ii]tKie.;r.'l^  tU»aM^  can  be  tumM  against  us;  tf  we  can  bil 
Xaadb  to' ascribe  bMetess,  effiftminacy,  want  of  ^icit  $M 
«4Mfi|ni^/^t»  lonr  viiJtuoi^s  resohitioDS  j  we  shaB' then  indeed 
tolo^ioiiishres  Jhakai.  This  tras  -precisely  my  situatioAt 
Ihfl^flgttre  I  tnadev  in  my  own-  eyes  was  liiean  ;  h  was  im^ 
'^^ijm^Xl(-inf4eg^t^^^',  I  Mierfed  that  I  had  diowft 
ni}9^i»ioHoU0^ekid  efibotnatei  at «  tinhci  that  nmst  havife 
wmAUif^e  |he>dtme'^l  a  ittsn,  if  tiierb  hacl  been  a  spM 
«if mtoly  ai^ik  latent  in  my  bkeiart.^  This^ilnpatiencRe  e^ 
^ope^Mied  with  the  temptations  of  the  stnag^r^  aofd^hade  ^e 
a)pE]i9$is*|o  posMes  what  he  efieted  to  my  acceptance.    • 

i  ji^^ned  thus  Ttith  myself:  what  esEdtte  my  scnvples  ie 
stn^the  idee  of  liaving  one  single  secret  from  my  wift 
andr4'aimly.  This  scrapie  is  oreaesd  by  the  singular  ani 
nafn^oedepted  eonfidimce  in  which  we  have  been  aecue^ 
topwd  tO'ttve.  (Hibernien  hanre  Aeir secrets c  awr  do  Utttf 
tol^4Mb^/4^0^estic^  tranquillity  bnfcai  by  tfmt  ciieiimstaneA 


158  imATsui  OF  sr.  uson 

The  mcrdiaiit  does  not  odl  his  wile  into  centwiltetiwi  upon 
bktentara;  dietUtenisndoesiiotiiiifoldtDherhie|iol«Bgr 
•ad  hie  prqicdi;  the  warrior  doee  not  ttkeher  advice spott 
the  pkn  of  hie  cainpeigB ;  the  poet  doee  not  ooaosrt  n^utk 
her  his  filiate  and  his  epiaodea.  Toother  men  thedoinQStae 
aeene  is  the  nlaacatioii  ef  their  carea;  when  tfaej  enCar  H, 
they  dianuas  the  hnaneaiof  the  day,  and  call  anorhfr  raitwtt 
I  oidy  haTe  eoneentrated  in  it  the  whole  of  my  tfrriii>ene» 
By  this  meana  I  faaveeztingiushed  in  mysdf  the  tnie«Qsagy 
of  the  human  eharacfeer.  A  man  can  never  he  mipqctiMr 
in  the  eyea  of  the  world  or  in  hia  own,  taux^  so  fac^  aa  lie 
atanda  by  himaelf  and  ia  truly  indqiendent.  He  -nnqr  hnn^ 
^enda ;  he  may  have  domestic  connectiona ;  hoi  he  mnal 
not  in  these  connections  lose  his  individnality*  Nothlsi^ 
mly  great  waa  ever  achieredy  that  waa  not  exesnted  or 
planned  in  solitary  sednaion. 

Bnt  if  theae  reasons  are  aofficient  to  prove  that  the  plaii 
I  have  latdy  punned  ia  fundamentally  wrai^  hew  much 
more  will  the  importance  of  what  iapropoaedby  the  s^wiger 
plead  my  excoae  for  deviating  from  it  ?  How  bittedy  have 
J  lamented  the  degmdalion  of  my  fanuly  I  Shall  I  not 
seize  this  opportunity  of  re»installing  them  in  their  her^o 
^tary  honoun  ?  I  deemed  the  ruin  I  had  bnmg^  upon 
4hem  ineparaUe^;  shall  I  not  embrace  the  oeoasfton  <( 
atoning  for  my  fault  ?  No  man  des^ses  wealth,  who  ftdly 
nnderstanda  the  advantages  it  confers.  Doesitnotewrferthe 
meana  of  cultivating  our  powers  ?  Does  it  not  open  io  m 
1^  career  of  honour,  which  is  shut  against  the  md^iown 
and  obscure?  Does  it  not  conciliate  the  preposa^ttiona  cvf 
mankind,  and  gain  for  us  an  indulgent  and  libei34  eon>* 
ftniction  ?  Does  it  not  inspire  ns  with  grsceful  confidene^ 
and  animale  us  to  generous  adventure  ?  The  poor  ^an  M 
d^ed  every  advantage  of  education,  and  wears  out  his  lile 
In  labour  and  ignorance*  From  offices  of  trustj;  ftpm  op^ 
portunities  of  distinction,  he  is  ignominiously  thnist  nside>; 
and  though  he  should  sacrifice  his  life  for  the  puUic  cauye, 
he  dies  unhonoured  and  unknown.  If  by  any  aoeid^  he 
comes  into  possession  pf  those  quslities  whici^  when  di|k 
cemed  and  acknowledged*  command  the  applause  of  mim* 
kin4i  who  will  Jiaten  to  hun^    His  apfeariuic^  ia  mean;; 
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ttfid  the  ^tidious  auditor  ^ums  frmn  him  ere  half  his  words 
«M^«ttcsed.  He  has  no  equipage  and  attendants^  no  one 
IX^<4Mo^  the  tmmpet  before  him  and  prodaim  his  rank; 
lid«r  can  he  propose  any  thing  that  shall  be  worthy  of  attend 
$Bid»?  Aware  of  the  prepossession  of  mankind  in  this 
vbspe^  he  is  darmed  and  overwhelnmd  with  conf^isioa 
hSk^  he  opens  his  lips.  Filled  with  the  conscience  of  hit 
WiMfth-^  he  anticipates  the  unmerited  contempt  that  is  pre» 
9ired  to  oppress  him^  and  his  very  heart  dies  within  hiiOb 
«Asid^to  these  circumstances,  the  consdtution  of  our  nature 
^'ta]4ous  pleasures  of  which  it  is  adapted  to  partake,  and 
llOW  HKiny  of  these  pleasures  it  is  in  tbe  power  of  wealth  to 
^ioeurcr.  Yes ;  an  object  like  this  will  sufficiently  apologise  for 
iato'to  those  for  whose  sake  alone  it  was  estimable  in  my  sight. 
it  Is^  indeed,  nothing  but  our  poverty  and  the  lowne^s  <^ 
ifOT  station  that  have  thus  produced  in  us  an  haMtual  and 
IMt^SdrVed  Communication  of  sentiments.  Wealth  would> 
<d^W  certain  degree,  destroy  our  contact,  and  take  off  the 
Wiander  that  we  had  each  our  thoi^hts  that  were  not  ptt| 
Ime^  the  common  stock. 

^  .^^hese  consid^Ations  decided  my  dioice.     I  was  not  in» 

"dee^  without  some  variaticms  of  mind,  and  some  pompuae^ 

<fi(^  of  heart  for  the  resolution  I  had  espoused.   The  longer 

Ihe"  «tranger  remained  with  me,  the  more  evident  it  waa 

i^t  tiiere  was  something  mystmous  betwe^  us;  and  the 

Itilres&snred  affection  and  union  that  had  lately  tdgaed.  Qnder 

My  roof  suffered  materially  the  effecfis  of  it.    The  stranger 

lhid't«en  led  to  my  cottage,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  en^ 

^<^pe  sdMtude  in  wfajich  it  was  placed.     There  was  nothii^ 

about  whioh  he  was  so  sdicitous  as  coneeslroent ;  the  meat 

Sltlxjf^dt»  criminal  could  not  be  more  alarmed  at  the  idea  4(if 

^eittg^siioyered,  I  was  unable  to  account  for  this;  but  I  was 

Mw  tb^  anidous  for  his  stay  and  the  promised  reward,  not 

tll>be  iaiert  in  gratifying  all  his  wishes.  The  most  inviolable 

^iiieftety^  therefore,  was  enjoined  to  the  whole  family ;  and 

4tti^  j^Gungeir  branches  of  it,  particuhorly  the  littie  Marguerite^ 

li^Mrai  heeessary  to  keep  afanost  immured,  to  prevent  ti»e 

"libiger  cf  dieir  reporting  any  thing  out  Df  the  house^  that 

mi^t  Im  dlsplea^ng  to  the  sta-anger  and  fktal  to  my  ex^ 

}imtM0Bfk    Updet  ^  wh(d^  iny  sitnai^ii  was  eminently 
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an  vntttvf  one.  No  experiment  can  be  idoi«  peeosnaaa'^kuca 
du*  of  a  htlf-coiilldeiice;  and  nothing  bnt  the  ahiMw  n^ 
fetion  that  was  entertained  for  me  could  haye  renctered'H 
aaeeeaalul  in  tiitia  f natance.  My  family  fdt  that  diey  wef# 
Iniated  by  me  only  in  points  where  It  was  impoaskile  t^ 
imnd  it/  and  that  I  was  not  therefore  prbperty  entided  to 
dicir  oo-op«ation;  I  wat  consdotis  of  ingmtltnde  in 
naidi^  them  no  retom  for  their  Meiity.  They  kept  my 
seeret  beeanae  they  were  aolicitons  to  obfige  mt,  not  fhfm 
$aj  conviction  that  they  were  conferring  «fn  me'a  bdhieflf  ; 
Jbut,  mk  the  contrary,  anspeoting  that  the  oliijeet  aa  to  whidi 
Ihej  were  blindly  assisting  me  would  prove  ii^jtoioaa  46 
me  aa  well  aa  to  diamaeliBsa. 

Hie  healdi  of  the  stranger  visibly  dechned ;  but  thia  wna 
n  chroomatance  whidi  he  evidently  rc^rded  with  oompkf^ 
isency.  *It  waa  the  only  aoarce  of  conaoktion  of  whidi  ke 
appeared  snaceptible;  Ids  mind  was  tarn  with  p«hiiM?«^ 
ttiembrancea,  and  agitated  vnth  terrible  foreboding^  ""He 
libhorrad  aotttude^  and  y^  found  no  conaolatiaii  in  sMevy. 
I  could  not  be  much  with  him ;  ray  dnty  to  ray  flmdlyi, 
who  were  prindpafly  snppbrted  by  my  labour,  waa'  a  eilB. 
too  imperious  to  be  neglected.  Even  when  I  was  with  hini> 
he  commonly  tesMed  no  desire  for  conversation.  ^^  Stay 
JWith  me,"  he  waa  Mscusfmned  to  say ;  '*  ^ome  aa  madh>  (Mf 
f^otir  time  aa  ybu  cMi ;  bat  do  not  ttSk"  Upon  theae  ooea^ 
Hone  he  would  ait  aomotimes  with  his  arms  fttdod,  smi 
Wink  the  moat  mdanoboly  expi^ession  itm^iMe.  Ho^wouid 
dten  knit  his  brows/ wring  his  hands  with  a  aadiieaa  ikm 
Ittqghff  have  exdted  pity  in  the  hardest  breast,  or,  wlA  bodi 
ItiBds  dosed,  the  one  clasping  the  oiiier,  strike  hiaaaelP'te^ 
^a^entfy  on  iie  tediead.  At  other  times  he  w&M^  wim 
ftWri  his  Stat,  pace  the  room  widi  hurried  and  nni)ttM 
ln^y^and'then  again^dirow  himadf  on  Ma  eoathin-^ilio 
jpeataai  agitstion.  Hia  features  wem  often  eonvtitoad^wialt 
igdny.  Oiben  have  I  wl^  away  the  sweat,  which  wmM 
l&Meofy'  tyoiat  out  |n  large  drt^s  on  hia  fotfdieiidr  At 
^8^  aeaaona  he  would  continudly  mutter  wotda  to  hhtoadf, 
^e  aenae'  of  whidi  it  waa  impoarible  for  me  to  coHeet.  i 
-oMdd  ferceh«  however  that  he  ti^n  r^eated  thtt  nirmea 
iM  aam\*^BWfl^%  wilbl^a  friend!  •  itadtj 
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•4U|dttIi«B  he  would  groan  as  if  his  heart  wtxe  hiinfeiiig2 
StoneftuBiesv  in  the  midst  of  Ihese  feooilectdons«  he  would 
pMs>tbe  hade  of  his  hand  over  hia  ^es ;  and  Ihen,  looking 
tl  it>  shaking  his  head^  and  hidng  his  under  lip^  exdsutt 
ishiitjli^piteous  aceent,  *'  Dry !  — dry  !-^aU  the  moistiffe  of 
mfi^meia  penned  { "  Then^  as  if  recovering-hinisdf/*  ha 
WiOiiM  ^y iwith  a  startled  and  tenxfied^yoice,  ^^  Who  ir.theroB 
^IiOOB?  Gome  to  mel  L^v  me  fi^l  that  ^ere  i»;n 
lllMint'lgeiBg  near,  me  \  I  often  call  for  you ;  but  I  find 
^a^^lfS^i^jm,  deserted^  firiendlesal-^-fiaendlessI  x 

H^jifti:  times  when  his  recolledion  was  more  oomplefte^  he 
VioiiUbjMiyi,  ■'  I  know  I  tire  youi  Why  shodd  I  tit e  yoir^ 
What  gratification  can  it  be  to  me  to  occasion  emotions  toi 
(jiSguitt?"  Upon  these  occasions  I  endeavouted  to.ao<lthe 
bii|fi«nd)  assured  him  I  found  pleasure  in  administering  to 
ki^rt^ytef. :  But  be  replied^  ^^No^  no:  do.  not  flatter  me.J 
h(-ii,lmg  since  I  haye  heaid  the  ^ce  of  flattery ! ,  I.neter 
kffed  iti  No;  I  know  I  am  precluded  fAMB  ever  exciting 
^fi»adE^P  or  sympathy  1  Why  am  I  not  dead?  Why  do  I 
lujt^i^  burthen  to  myself,  useful  to.  none  ?  My  secret  I 
fl^iakk  idbaost  resoltEe  ehould  die  with  me ;  but  yon/  have 
^ariiedk^lMiidi^u  diaU  reoeiye  it" 

yrl^se  strange  was  not  always  in  this  state  of  extreme  an«* 
l^dii^ir  nor  always  indisposed  to  converse.  He.  had  lucid 
Uf^SUfy^,;  and  dould  :beguile  the  sorrow  of  his  heart'  with 
iPCialf^etkinniuntGation.  We  sometimes  talked  of  itarions 
H^IMQeai^d  Ivanc^ea  of  learning;  heappeamd  tt>  be  «cU 
inftnsedt^in'  th^ai  all.  His  obfiervationa  were  ingeniona  ; 
Mk  !liH:^iiage  oa{noi^ ;  his  illustrations  fanciful  and  pic* 
tiiiedil^e: ;  his  ^manneri  bold  and  petietrating.:  /It  wasi eaay 
tifob^r^e  in  him  the  marks,  of  a  i^oisious  andnuecnline 
p^ljPAf  Sometimes  we  discussed  the  erents  at  that  tiasO 
gl^g  lon  m  the  world.  When  we  discoursed  of  t  eireots  ^ut 
ln^'^pjiss^/  and  persons  that  had  died,  more  than  a  century 
h0§of^  f^^strax^r  often  spoke  of  them  in  a  manner  as  if 
h^  ha4  boen  an  eye^-wiUiess^  and  directly  acquainted  with 
^  ^0ct9  of  our  discourse*  This  I  ascribed  to  the  yimdM 
less  0£ihi»  ooncf^tions,  and  the  animation  of  his  language. 
i(f^;llo^eiiier  o&oi  chedced  himself  in  tibis  |)eeidiarityjK^  «id 
iliiri^kc^reftdly-  avoided  what  could  lead  to  any  thing;  pem. 
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•jQiuJ  tobimMl£  I  described  to  hknthe  scenes  of  my. yOB%  i 
tnd  relmted  my  subsequent  history ;  he  on  his  part^:  wil  i 
invittdUy  silent  on  every  circumstance  of  bis  coontryj  Ins  ^^ 
family,  and  his  adventures.  ^^^l     i 

The  longer  I  was  acquainted  with  him,  the  more  my  ens 
riosity  grew.     I  was  resUess  and  impatient  io  learn  aoraejt     i 
thing  respecting  a  man  who  thus  wrapped  himself  iip  in 
mystary  and  reserve.     Often  I  threw  out,  as  it  w^^  a^fiiis     ; 
by  which  to  fathom  his  secret.  I  talked  of  various  eomi^rieSy'     \ 
I  mentioned  difierent  kinds  of  calamities  and  even  of  crimes^    g 
that  by  some  inpidental  allusion  I  might  discover  at  ^umi4     j 
wares  his  country,  his  connections,  or  the  nature  of /his 
story.     Wlien  any  thing  that  offered  seemed  to  lead  toifa» 
desired  point,  I  doubled  my  questions,  and  aideavowred >to     i 
construct  them  with  the  skill  of  a  crafty  litigant  in  a  ooact     - 
of  justice.     There  were  some  suljects,  the  very  moitionjol     i 
which  gave  him  uneasiness,  and  upon  which  he  immediatdy    -i 
silenced  me;  but  these  were  not  of  themselves. enough  t9 
afford  me  a  clue,  or  to  furnish  materials  out  of  which  ht     i 
me  to  construct  the  history  of  the  stranger.     He  did  a»t     < 
always  perceive  the  drift  of  my  questions  and  snares  ;  bi^     i 
when  he  did,  he  generally  became  loud,  resentful  slid 
fbrious.     There  was  nothing  else  that  so  completely  roused 
his  indignation. 

"  St.  Leon !"  said  he  to  me  one  day,  ^^  sOenee  thisin.^ 
quisitive  temper  of  yours ;  dieck  your  rash  and  rude  :cu.> 
riosity.  The  only  secret  I  have  that  can  be  of  any  in^ioistanes  i 
to  you,  you  shall  one  day  know.  But  my  coimtry,  mjr 
family,  my  adventures,  I  have  once  told  you,  and  I  t^ 
you  again,  you  shall  neva:  know.  That  knowledge,  can  be 
of  moment  to.no  one,  and  it  shall  never  be  disiclosed.  Whei 
this  heart  ceases  to  beat,  that  tale  shall  cease  to  have  a  plase 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Why  should  my  distresses  and 
disgraces  be  puUished  to  any  one  ?  Is  it  not  enough  thst 
they  have  lacerated  my  bosom,  that  they  have  deprived  me 
of  Mends,  that  they  have  visited  me  with  every  advers^ 
and  every  anguish,  that  they  have  bowed  me  down  !to^  < 
earth,  that  they  have  made  thought,  and  remembrance,  and  j 
life  itself ,  a  burthen  too  heavy  to  be  borne?  Your  present 
juy'udidous  conduct,  if  par^dsted  in,  vn\l  Wi^  the  elect  nf     n 
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driffaig  me  fironn  your  roof^  of  turning  me  once  more  upon 
ths  vmM,  upon  that  world  that  I  hate^  upon  that  world 
idioR  famises  and  ill  treatment  I  feel  in  every  fibre  of  my 
fiame ;  of  exposing  me  again  to  fresh  persecutions^  and 
cnsmg  me  to  perish  miserably  in  a  dungeon^  or  die  upon 
iLiaSM*  Spare  me^  my  generous  host ;  I  know  you  are 
apaUe  of  generosity.  Indeed  I  have  endured  enough  to 
M&le  the  rage  of  malice  itself.  You  see  what  I  sufi^r  from 
tillage  and  tempest  of  my  own  thoughts^  even  without  the 
aniBtanee  of  any  external  foe.  Let  me  die  in  that  degree  of 
tnoiqufllity  I  am  able  to  attain.  I  wiU  not  trouble  you  long." 
'  At  aoG^er  time  he  addressed  me  in  a  different  st^. 
"  You  aee^  St.  Leon^  that  the  anguish  of  mind  I  endure  is 
BKdi  m  is  ozdinarily  attributed  to  the  recollection  of  great 
Crimea;  and  you  have  very  probaUy  conjectured  that  in  my 
tMe  it  arises  fmrn  the  same  source.  If  you  have^  I  forgive 
yon;  But  I  assure  you  that  yon  are  mistake.  Take  from 
yoondf  that  u^wsiness^  if  it  has  ever  visited  you ;  you 
tte  not  giving  sanetuary  to  a  villain !  I  am  innocent.  I 
on  take  no  crime  to  my  diarge.  I  have  sufiered  more 
ifanost  than  man  ever  suffered;  but  I  have  dttned  little. 
The  camse  of  my  uneasiness  and  prime  source  of  all  my 
uuifortaneS;  I  dare  not  disclose  to  you.  Be  contented  with 
the  plan  of  my  conduct.  I  have  digested  my  purpose :  I 
have  determined  where  to  speak  and  where  to  be  silent.** 

The  more  I  saw  of  this  man^  the  more  strange  and  un* 
uxseunltMe  appeared  to  me  every  thing  that  related  to  him. 
Why  was  he  so  poor^  possessing^  as  he  pretended^  inex* 
han^Ue  wealth?  Why  was  he  unhappy^  with  so  great 
talents  and  genius^  and  such  various  information  ?  Wfiy 
was  fie  friendless^  beings  as  he  solemnly  assured  me^  so  per. 
fedily  innocent,  and  of  consequence  so  respectable  f  That 
he  was  an  impostor,  every  thing  that  I  saw  of  him  forbade 
me  to  believe.  His  sorrows  were  too  profound  and  excru* 
csatfaig,  for  it  to  be  possible  for  me  to  rank  them  among 
ibe  actions  that  a  man  may  play.  The  greatness  of  his 
powers,  the  dignity  of  his  carriage,  the  irresistible  appear. 
ance  of  sincerity  that  sparkled  in  his  eye  and  modulated 
his  voice,  fully  convinced  me  that  he  really  was  what  he 
pretended  to  be.    I  had  heard  of  men  who,  under  &e  pre^ 
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mM0  of  tUbfsmj,  fattened  ikettitlret  ii{iw>  penMms  '^oti- 
(WBBsUig  pwms  «f  money;  aiuly  beguiling  iban  with  «Muflive 
expectation  of  wealthy  vechiiBed  tbem  to  beggavf  anid  «mii; 
One  aueh  penon  I  had  had  a  brief  oonneclion  with  liniii^ 
my  xesideace  in  the  Bordekna^.  though,  finding  the  oncideiit 
\xy  no  meana  essential  to  the  fngnn  of  myhiator]r/I  have 
paaaad  it  over,  together  with  many  othen^  in  aikiMaa.  B|Et 
nothing  could  be  more  unlike  than  that  man  and  the  peneoft 
xeapectlng  whom  I  waa  now  conceiAed^  In  reality  I  po^ 
aesaed  at  that  timye,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  m^^  a-saiffie 
ftfaan  common  ina^ht  intp  the  charactera  of  maaikifid,  a»r  aa 
to  be  Utde  likdy,  except  imd^  the  tyraxmy  of  paaaiOi^  aa 
in  the  instance  of  gaming,  to  be  made  the  piey  of  imfosi*-' 
tion.  I  had  atudied  my  ^ecies  aa  it  enhihitR  itadf  i^  M^ 
lory,  and  had  mixed  with  it  in  yarious  scenes  and  nndfer 
diawimilar  aspects  I  had  accordingly^  in  the  tnmsaotioi^l 
have  just  alluded  to^  soon  detected  the  plans  of  the^^vSaht 
ldu>  expected  to  dehide  me.  But  what  ooold  he  tibe^pisr* 
pose  of  the  stranger  in  this  respect  ?  The  pretended  akte^ 
miat  in  France  had  obtained  a  certain  sum  of  mon^  of  na^ 
and  demanded  more.  The  stranger  never  made  such  a  da. 
mand  of  me ;  and  perfectly  knew  that,  e^ren  if  I  had  be^ 
inclined,  I  waa  not  able  to  supply  bun.  The  aldMmiat 
had  amuaed  me  with  descriptions  of  various  piooesaes  ior 
the  transmutation  of  metals,  had  exhibited  his  cruoibleaaiul 
retortSy  and  employed  a  sort  of  dramatio  cotip  ^mi  £or  the 
purpoae  of  awakening  my  curiosity  and  stimulaling  my 
passions.  The  stranger  had  simply  stated,  in  the  plaineat 
find  most  direct  manner,  that  it  was  in  hia  poveer  to  euich 
me ;  but  had  been  silent  as  to  the  manner  of  producing  the 
wealth  he  promised,  and  had  abstained  from  every  eHM  to 
intoxicate  my  mind.  I  feh  therefore  in  this  instanoe  tiie 
effect,  that,  without  being  able  to  sdve  the  di£lcultiea.aad 
(^trarieties  that  hung  about  him,  I  yet  believed  hia  aaaor* 
tMma;  nor  was  the  inscrutability  of  hk  history  and  hia  toom 
^ves  capable  of  shaking  my  confidence. 

One  day,  during  the  period  of  his  concealment,  certain 
officers  of  the  bishop  of  Constance,  accompanied  by  a  fo« 
i^gner  in  a  Neapolitan  habit,  came  to  my  house,  and,  aa 
U  proi^,  wUh  the  express  pu];pos^  of  aearohing  ioir  the 
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naa  wlio  had  put  himadf  under  my  protecdon.  Charles 
«Dd  myself  were  at  work  in  the  iiekls  within  sight  of  the 
lake.  Thear  appearance  first  caught  the  attention  of  Charles 
as  they  approached  the  shore^  and  he  enquired  of  me  re. 
specdng  the  habit  of  the  foreigner^  whidi  was  different  firom 
any*  he  had  been  accustomed  to  see.  While  we  were  yet 
j^eaking^  I  observed  in  them  an  intention  to  land  within 
sight  of  my  cottage.  This  was  an  imcommon  circumstance; 
mur  privacy  was  rarely  invaded^  and  we  Hved  almost  as 
much  out  of  the  world  as  we  should  have  done  in  the  re* 
motest  island  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  I  reasoned  in  my  own 
mind  upon  their  appearance :  they  had  little  resemblance  to 
a  party  of  pleasure ;  the  habit  of  the  officers  of  justice  I 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with ;  and  the  suspicion  of  the  real 
nature  of  their  errand  immediately  darted  on  my  thoughts. 
Without  saying  a  word  to  Charles  on  the  subject^  I  hast- 
ened  with  all  the  speed  I  could  exert  to  the  apartment  of  the 
strangier^  and,  acquainted  him  with  what  I  had  seen.  He 
concurred  with  me  in  the  ideas  X  had  formed^  and  appeared 
much  shocked  at  the  intelhgence.  There  was  however 
no  time  to  be  lost ;  and^  after  having  for  a  moment  given 
Tent  to  an  anguish  which  was  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed^ 
he  withdrew  as  hastily  as  he  could  £rom  the  summer-house^ 
and  betook  himself  to  the  woods.  He  recommended  to  me 
to  leave  him,  telling  me  that  he  could  conceal  himsdf  most 
^ectually  alone,  and  observing  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  me  to  meet  the  officers,  and  endeavour  as  much  as  pos*- 
silde  to  remove  their  suspicions. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  he  was  gone,  I  threw  open  the 
windows  of  the  summer-house,  removed  the  shutters,  and 
took  from  i^  as  effectually  as  I  could  all  appearance  of 
having  served  as  a  place  of  concealment.  This  was  a  pre* 
caution  which  the  stranger  had  on  a  former  occasion  re- 
commended to  me.  It  fortunately  happened  that  Julia  and 
the  little  Marguerite  were  gone  out  together  in  the  fields  on 
the  eastern  side  of  my  cottage ;  otherwise  infallibly  the  cMld 
by  hear  innocent-  prattle,  and  periiaps  Julia  by  the  appre. 
hensive  sensibility  of  her  temper,  would  have  betkttyed  our 
secret,  or  at  least  have  suggested  to  the  officers  a  feeling  as 
if,  by  a  longer  stay  and  a  more  diligent  search,  they  might 
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pmukAj  siiooeed  n  the  olQcet  of  iSkidx  eKpeditioo.  As  It 
WM>  I  reeeived  tbem  at  the  dxmr,  and  feazited  fiioBi'tiMsr 
own  moulb^  the  nature  of  tibsir  errand.  Of  Giiartes^  vikutti 
diey  had  erMsed  in  the  fieidt^  they  had  omfAy  adied  whedier 
tliey  were  aright  an  to  tfae  name  of  ihe  percon  wlio  wa6  j^vo- 
prietor  of-  Ae  cottage  befov^  then.  They  described  to  bk 
With  great  aixmracy  the  appeavanoeof  the  stranger^  and  in. 
aisted  tliat  he  had  been  an  inhalMtant  of  my  cottage;  Hiey 
tM  me^  tfaey  were  wdl  inflmiied  that  the  8imiiBer.JK>ttse 
in  my  giirden  bad  oaiefidly  been  shut  np  for  more  tilan  a 
monUi  past)  and  "diat  some  person  bad  bee»  oonoealed  tbsEv. 
I  was  interested  in  tfae  distress  of  die  stranger;  I  was'iai. 
pressed  wifth  the  dignity  of  bis  character ;  I  implixntly  eui- 
€ded  in  his  assertions  of  innocence^  and  flie  unjttat  perse^ 
cation  ihat  he  saifered ;  I  was  not  insensible  to  the  fsiopae^ 
reward^  the  realising  of  whidi  probably  depended -on  bis 
safety.  But^  most  of  idl^  I  considered  my  honour  as  pledged 
for  the  protection  of  the  man  who  bad  thus  cast  himself 
upon  my  fidelity^  and  believed  Ibat  I  should  be  ereriastingiy 
disgraced  if  he  suffered  any  evil  through  treadiery  or  ne. 
^lect  on  my  part.  1  therefore  answeced  eonfidentdy  «o 
the  officers  ^at  they  wa%  misinformed^  and  ofibred  to  ocm.. 
duct  them  over  every  part  of  my  bouse  and  demesnes,  iiiat 
they  miirbt  satisfy  themselres  by  inspection  tiiat  th»e  was 
no  i^n  conoeafed  «iy  whei«  witfaTmy  ponessions.  I 
sbould  have  been  better  pleased,  openly  to  have  defied  tfai^' 
interrogatories,  and  to  have  asked  than  ^n^ietfaer,  aMan^i^ 
their  suspicions  to  be  just,  tiiey  were  entitled  to  believe  -^at 
I  was  such  a  villain  as  to  betray  a  man  wbo  had  ite^wn 
bimself  upon  my  generosity  ?  But  Iboi:^  this  conduct 
would  have  bad  a  greats  appearance  of  gallantry^  I  believed 
it  would  have  less  of  the  reality,  as  it  would  have  strengdi-. 
ened  tiieir  idea  of  my  participation,  and  increased  the  danger 
of  the  person  I  was  bound  to  protect 

They  accepted  my  oifo  of  submitting  to  ibeir  seerdh, 
and  made  a  strict  examination  of  every  place  aboot  my  luu. 
bitation  in  wbidi  tiie  stranger  could  be  oonoealed.  IMkasp- 
pointed  here,  tiiey  endeavoured  by  thereats  to  disoffver 
whether  I  was.  able  to  give  them  any  information.  To  tbeee 
I  calmly  anawered,  thait  tb^  bad  mistaken  my  diaractsK; 
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J&aA,  though  I  was  a*  poor  man^  I  had  not  forgotten  tiial  I 
fnras  Dohle;  that  they  were  aheady  m  poasesaioii  of  my  spon- 
rlmMBOtv»  anawer  to  ^eir  eBqiuriea;  and  that^  in  ao^case^  and 
lipCHiino  supposition^  dbonld  tyi^miy  and  iil  ^treatment  ex* 
tat  £tmi  me  what  I  was  not  in  dae  first  imtanoe  disposed 
4o  gifire.  My  wife  was  present  during  this  conversation^  and^ 
X  coidd  pexcmyt,  fielt  an  ahmn  for  my  danger  that  siie  woidd 
JMDve  been  ineapftUe  of  feeling  for  a  danger  to  herself. 
;  Thcmgh  I  was  extremely  ansdons  that  these  men  should 
J»  tidisappointed  in  the  ofajeet  of  their  expeiBtion^  yet  I  did 
Botinegliect  this  (^portunity  of  endeaTOoring  to  ohtain  satis- 
^actka  for  my  own  eiiriosity.  1  remariced  at  first  that  the 
Nieapdiitan  was  an  inquisitor,  and  this  caxcumstanoe  had 
fjlTen  additional  poignan<^  to  the  uneasiness  of  Marguerite. 
lAtfithe  aceusations  of  which  the  inquisition  at  i^s  time 
iiQsk  eogBisanee  were  so  numerous— -the  ecclesiastical  power 
i^xqitinualiy  usurfang  upon  thedTil — 4hat  I  was  little  assisted 
in^  the  Judgment  I  was  desirous  to  frame  by  any  inference  to 
^deduced  firom  this  circumstance.  I  questioned  direcdy, 
-«nth  an  air  as  if  it  were  mezely  in  the  way  of  conv^raation^ 
Jwhat  was  the  crime  of  the  man  of  whom  ^y  were  in  pur- 
jawt?  and  what  was  the  cause  forcible  enough  to  induce  a 
.l£»ipoHtan  inquisitcHT  to  fdk)w  so  decrepit  and  forlorn  an 
BidiTidual  as  he  described,  beyond  the  Alps,  and  abnost  to 
sthe  banks  of  the  Danube  ?  To  this  he  answered  roughly, 
iksit  thoogh  he  iras  not  able  to  iliscoyer  the  object  of  bis 
jpcareh,  he  was  by  no  means  convinced  that  I  was  not  his 
abettor  and  aceompHce ;  and  that  as  to  his  crime^  that  was 
not  to  be  named ;  the  welfare  of  Christ^idom  demanding 
jfhttt  the  ciiminal^  and  the  memory  of  his  oflfences^  should 
he  iiuiied  together.  At  ^e  same  tione  he  warned  me  to 
ooQsider  wdU  what  I  did^  before  I  exposed  myself  to  be 
traerwhelmed  by  the  vei^eance  of  the  court  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  To  this  I  answered  haughtily^  that  I  had 
aheady  condescended  to  repel  his  suspidon^  and  that  no 
afther  nutn  than  an  inquisitor  would  have  had  the  stupidly 
aiB  ^^  audaciousness  to  question  my  veracity.  I  added, 
iiunt  I  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  his  court, 
«hich  ^as  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  the  wh<de  Christian 
Msrld:^  but  that  he  was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that  the 

h  2 


148  TRAVELS  OF   ST.  LEON. 

detestable  nature  of  its  proceedings  would  enaUe  hini'  to 
practise  every  sort  of  outrage  with  impunity.  The  officer^ 
withdrew  into  ^e  little  inclosure  in  front  of  my  cottage, 
and  I  overheard  them  consulting  whether^  having  f ailed  m 
their  principal  ol]ject^  they  should  carry  me  a  prisoner 
along  with  them.  The  firmness  of  my  manner  however 
had  awed  them,  and  the  fearlessness  I  expressed  seemed  to 
them  to  arise  from  a  consciousness  of  innocence.  They  at 
length  departed  as  they  came. 

I  watched  t&em  from  my  cottage  as  they  descended  to 
the  dbore,  and  it  was  with  no  little  pleasure  diat  I  perceived 
them  re-embark,  and  stand  off  for  the  opposite  ^de  of  the 
lake.  This  spectacle  for  a  time  entirely  engaged  me,  and 
when  I  turned  from  the  door  I  observed  that  my  bdoved 
Marguerite  had  been  in  tears.  She  endeavoured  to  hide 
this  circumstance  from  my  sight.  I  took  her  a^ctionatety 
by  the  hand,  and,  pressing  her  to  my  bosom,  entreated  h^ 
not  to  make  herself  uneasy. 

^^Ah,  Reginald!"  said  she,  "how  can  I  avoid  being  un- 
easy, when  I  see  you  exposed  to  this  imminent  danger  ?  I 
thought  that,  in  forfeiting  our  fortune  and  our  rank,  and 
retiring  to  this  obscure  and  sequestered  situation,  we  might 
at  least  promise  ourselves  the  blessing  of  the  poor — oblivion 
and  security  ;  and  that  should  have  consoled  me  for  all  I 
have  lost.  Who  is  this  man  that  is  thus  mysteriously  hid- 
den among  us  ?  What  is  the  guilt  from  the  punishment  of 
which  he  thus  anxiously  withdraws  himself?  What  can 
be  the  nature  of  your  connection  with  such  a  man  ?  And 
what  will  be  the  issue  of  so  perilous  an  adventure  }**        ' 

I  hesitated.  I  knew  not  what  to  answer  to  so  earnest 
an  anxiety.  I  was  melted  at  the  distress  and  the  afi^ctlon 
of  Marguerite.  She  saw  my  embarrassment,  and  pfo- 
ceeded :  — 

"  Mistake  me  not,  my  beloved  ! "  said  she.  "  I  have  no 
desire  to  pry  into  what  you  are  willing  to  conceal.  Foi^ve 
the  perturbation  which  has  poured  itself  out  in  these  invo- 
luntary questions.  I  repose  an  entire  confidence  in  you. 
I  would  sooner  die  than  interfere  with  any  object  you  have 
at  heart.  Go  on  according  to  the  dictates  of  your  own 
juc^ment,  undisturbed  by  me.     I  will  not  doubt  that  you 
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baye  sufficient  reaacms  for  what  yoa  odnRDHBioate^  aad  w to 
yea  imppriess.  I-  am  grieved  indeed  at  the  interruption  of 
our  obscure  and  unambitious  tranquillity ;  but  I  had  resolved 
Bot  to  trouble  you  with  my  uneasiness  and  apprehensions. 
The  incident  of  this  morning  has  extorted  them  from  me ; 
but  I  'Vfillhtiiave  better  in  future." 

This  so^ie  was  extremely  distressing  to  me.  My  wife 
was  oppressed  with  felors,  and  I  had  nothing  to  answer  her. 
The  consolations  that  rose  up  in  my  own  mind  I  wis  ]»e- 
▼ented  from  communicating.  The  more'goierously  she 
confided  in  me^  the  more  I  felt  the  luigracious  and  disagree- 
aide  nature  of  the  concealment  I  practised.  I  endeavoured 
however  to  encourage  myself  with  the  idea^  that  the  labour 
would  not  be  long^  and  the  harvest  would  prove  abundant. 
I  said  in  my  own  mind^  The  worst  is  now  over  ;  the  busi- 
ikess  has  been  conunenced;  the  shock  to  my  own  family 
baa  actually  occurred ;  I  must  go  on  resi^utely^  and  shut 
my  eyes  to  the  temporarily  displeasing  circumstances  that 
may  be  connected  with  the  completing  my  object. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


'-  Ajtother  source  of  uneasiness  was  added  to  the  distraction 
my  mind  already  endured.  The  stranger  did  not  ^pear. 
It  was  in  the  morning  that  the  officers  of  justice  arrived; 
they  departed  about  noon ;  and  in  two  hours  afterwards  I 
entered  the  wood  in  search  of  my  guest.  The  wood  was 
of  some  leagues  in  extent;  it  was  intersected  by  paths  in 
various  directions ;  it  was  interspersed  with  caverns ;  its 
growth  was  of  all  kinds^ — in  some  places  lofty  trees  that 
seemed  to  form  a  support  for  the  clouds^  in  others  an  im. 
derwood  impenetrable  alike  to  the  feet  and  to  the  eye.  As 
I  entered  the  wood^  I  however  conceived  that  the  discovery 
of  Ihe  stranger^  to  me  who  was  acquainted  with  its  lurking- 
places^  would  be  an  affair  of  little  toil ;  his  feebleness  and 
decisepitude  would  not  suffer  him  to  proceed  to  any  great 

^distance.     In  this  I  was  mistaken.     I  looked  carefully  on 
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an  sideil ;  I  examined  etery  TCCess  and  comer  wi^  Whfdl 
I  was  acquainted :  but  I  fmind  no  trace  of  th^  i^aftg^.^ 
The  scene  was  so  com|dicated  and  involved^  tha^  e^en  t£d# 
was  a  labonr  of  considerable  duration.  At  kngtb  rb<^@aiii^ 
satisfied  that  he  was  not  in  the  nearer  division  of  the 
wood.  '  '■ 

I  paused.  I  feh  at  once  Ihat  it  wai^  Uttle  less  than  m 
Herculean  task  to  hunt  through  the  whole  of  its  £^(neli«^^ 
sions.  It  would  probably  be  of  little  use  to  call^  atid  en- 
deavour by  that  means  to  discover  his  retreat.  I  kneW  of 
no  name  by  which  he  was  to  be  recognised  j  and^  if  my  ow^ 
voice  Was  but  a  slight  resource  to  penetrate  this  immensi^ 
labyrinth  of  foliage^  the  voice  of  the  stranger,  weak^ed  b)^ 
age,  and  now  probably  still  more  enfeebled  by  huiiger  atl^ 
fatigue,  could  not  be  expected  to  make  itself  heard.  Besidef 
which,  as  I  knew  not  what  the  source  of  information  had 
been  to  the  officers  who  had  just  left  me,  I  was  unwilling 
to  expose  my  guest  to  the  danger  that  might  arise  from  this 
mode  of  seeking  him.  I  could  not  even  be  sure,  tbou^  I 
had  seen  their  boat  stand  off  from  the  shore,  that  they  might 
not  afterwards  land  one  or  more  of  their  party,  and  be  at 
this  very  moment  within  ear-shot  of  me.  I  therefore  pro-^ 
ceeded  in  anxiety  and  silence. 

My  search  was  no  more  successful  in  the  part  of  the 
wood  with  which  I  was  little  acquainted,  than  in  the  part 
with  which  I  was  most  familiar.  I  had  already  been  en^- 
gaged  four  hours  in  the  task,  and  night  began  to  come  on* 
It  shut  in  with  heavy  clouds,  that  on  all  sides  appeared 
deeply  loaded  with  rain.  I  now  began  to  consider  my  owd 
situation;  and,  by  comparing  circumstances,  found  that^i 
was  at  a  great  distance  from  my  owh  habitatibn.  There 
was  no  direct  path  by  which  for  me  to  return.  I  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  right  and  the  left,  backward  and  forward, 
sometimes  by  more  open  paths,  and  sometimes  forcing  my 
way  through  briars  and  brushwood,  as  caprice,  or  the  hope 
of  effecting  the  object  of  my  search,  happened  to  guide  me» 
It  was  therefore  no  easy  matter  to  guess  how  I  was  tt> 
return,  or  even,  now  that  the  lowering  clouds  had  covered 
the  horizon  with  one  uniform  tint,  in  which  direction  lay 
the  cottage  or  the  lake.    While  I  stood  contemplating  what 
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^Ml9,io  lie  done^  I  heard  the  howliog  of  the  wolves  at  a  dii^ 
ti^io^;  andtheb  howl  had  that  particular  melancholy  and 
dlfNl»miiting  sound  wluch  is  well  known  to  precede  a  com« 
i|^ffitorm#  There  was  no  time  to  he  lost,  and  accordingly 
X'letout*  I  was  less  anxious  to  he  at  home  on  my  own 
account^  than  for  the  sake  of  quieting  the  alarms  of  my 
^ewly^  to  whom  I  had  already  occasioned  too  great  a  ppr- 
lion  of  uneasiness. 

:X  had  not  proceeded  far  hefore  the  rain  descended  in 
^orients,  intermingled  with  peals  of  thimder  and  sheets  of 
Iji^tning.  The  thunder^  interrupted,  as  it  were^  from  time 
to, time,  with  the  ncnse  of  the  wild  heasts  that  inhahited  the 
yr/ood,  deafened  me,  while  the  excessive  and  instantaneous 
IpriUiMicy  of  the  lightning  occasioned  me  an  intolerahle 
aching  in  the  organ  of  sight.  It  rained  incessantly  for  two 
hpurs^  imd  I  found  myself  drenched  and  fatigued  with  the 
wet.  During  this  time  my  progress  was  small ;  and  I  was 
ever  and  anon  intercepted  hy  the  underwood,  and  could  not 
without  repeated  experiments  discover  the  means  of  pro., 
eeeding.  At  length  the  rain  suhsided,  and  seemed  to  give 
place  to  a  gloomy  and  motionless  calm.  Soon  after,  I  dis.. 
covered  a  li^t  at  a  distance,  and  advanced  towards  it.  As 
I  approached,  I  perceived  that  it  proceeded  £rom  a  set  of 
himcMtti,  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  persons,  sitting 
round  a  fire  in  the  mouth  of  a  cavern.  I  was  glad  to  turn 
Boy  steps  another  way,  and  was  for  some  time  afraid  that 
t^  noise  I  made  in  occasionally  forcing  my  way  through 
the  hushes  would  alarm  them,  and  cost  me  my  life.  I 
liowever  fortunately  escaped  their  notice.  This  was  in  a 
part  of  the  wood  remote  from  the  path  I  ought  to  have 
t^eA,  and  near  the  road  to  Lindau. 

The  day  hegan  to  dawn  before  I  reached  my  own  hahi-* 
tation.  The  conjecture  I  had  made,  when  I  was  unawares 
lipon  the  point  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  handitti^ 
ihat  the  road  of  Lindau  was  on  the  other  side  of  their  re- 
peat, was  of  some  service  to  me  as  an  indication  where  to 
jgnd  the  cottage  and  the  lake.  This  road  skirted  the  wood 
^  the  side  nearly  opposite  to  that  by  which  I  entered  it. 
JTie  difficulties  however  I  had  to  encounter  were  inconceiv.. 
Mj  great^  in  endeavouring  to  preserve  my  line  of  direction. 
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After  having  been  comp^ed  four  or  five  times  to  deviate 
from  the  line^  it  is  sdidoni  that  a  traveller  will  find  hinndf 
right  in  his  conjecture  as  to  the  direction  he  ir  pursulag^ 
unless  he  has  some  seitisible  object  as  a  sort  of  pok-^star^ 
wtiich  to  govern  Ms  route.  It  happened  in  this  inetafiei' 
that  I  was  more  fortunate  than  I  was  entitled  to  expect.^  I 
laboured  indeed  till  daybreak  without  getting  out  of  diie 
labyrinth  that  inclosed  me.  But  the  son  no  soono*  hegm 
to  lend  an  imperfect  lights  than  I  recognised  certain' dbgeet^ 
which  vUpon  some  former  occasions  I  had  obs^rved^  ami 
perceived  that  my  journey  was  nearly  at  an  end.  I  entered 
my  cottage^  and  found  Marguerite  alone  awake  and  expect, 
ing  me. 

She  had  been  somewhat  uneasy  on  account  of  my  ab^ 
sence^  both  from  the  extreme  tempestuouimess  of  the  ni^it^: 
and  in  consequence  of  the  painful  sensations  the  events  of 
the  preceding  morning  had  introduced,  — events  with  whidi 
it  was  almost  unavoidable  for  her  to  imagine  that  my  abu 
sence  was  in  some  way  connected.  The  period  of  my  i&^ 
sanity  in  Switzerland  might  indeed  have  accustomed  her 
to  the  irregularity  of  my  motions,  but  a  tain  of  more  than 
six  years  which  had  intervened,  had  produced  in  her  ex* 
pectations  and  habits  of  a  different  sort.  I  related  to  ihis 
admirable  woman  the  adventures  of  the  ni^t  and  the  fruit- 
lessness  of  the  search  in  which  I  had  been  ei^ged ;  and 
this  openness  of  communication,  unresembling  the  nature 
of  the  intercourse  which  had  lately  existed  between  us,  rch 
lieved  in  some  d^ree  my  burthened  heart,  and  cheered  the 
drooping  spirits  of  Marguerite.  She  dropped  some  conscv- 
latory  and  sadly  pleasing  tears ;  and  h^  manner  seemed^  to 
say,  though  she  would  not  suffer  her  tongue  to  give  th6  idea 
words.  How  sweet  are  cordiality  and  confidence !  Oh !  do 
not  let  our  situation,  which  has  deprived  us  of  many  odier 
comforts,  ever  again  be  robbed  of  this  comfort,  which  is 
alone  worth  all  the  rest !  Though  she  necessarily  felt  the 
presence  of  the  stranger  as  an  evil,  the  bane  of  our  domestic 
peace,  yet  it  was  impossible  for  her  not  to  compassionate 
his  fate,  and  suffer  some  distress  from  his  strange  and 
abrupt  disappearance. 

After  the  conversation  which  had  so  eminently  lierved  as 
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m9iSae£  to  wot  minds/  Mngularite  leitpme  totrefvoseitnyflialf 
fil6er<lJie  eKtntordmkiy  fat^ue  I  haiLoadcrgoiie;  But  my 
ndad  wa0  too  imadi  distarbedto  sufibr  me  to  smk  into  tke 
aitti8^«f  £»rget^ilii«s&  I  felt  wnnetid]^  tntgieal  in  the  sad 
^tslaaif  of  my  mifdrtimate  giiest.  It  was  but  too  probaUe 
iSbatji  in, infr^lecidiarly  weak  slate  of  body^  and' with 'hili  de*. 
e&taiiig  healthy  die  being  dnis  exposed  for  a  day  and  a  night 
t^'^liie  effects  of  bmiger,^  of  the  indemency  of  ibe^  air^  and 
tile  lenpestnoaiiness  of  the  dements^  w6uM  put  a  dose  to 
hisiexittenee.  I  was  deteimined  soon  to  recoimneiice  my 
fisardi.  But^how  could  I  be  aore  that  I  should  be  m<nre 
fortunate  to.day^  than  the  day  befdce  ?  If  I  found  him^  it 
was  most  likely  I  should  find  him  either  dead  or  dying. 
The  degree  of  mtercourse  that  had  taken  jdace  betwe^i  us 
had  made  him  occupy  a  considerable  i^mce  in  my  dioughts. 
The  projects- he  had  opened  to  me^  the  conduct  he  had 
iadnoed  me  to  adopts  the  pabifol  effects  and' dissadsfaotion 
of  mind  which  had  been  produced  by  ^u^  conduct  asr  it 
respected  my  family^  all  oombined  to  give  me  an  int^^est 
in  ids  fate;  I  had  seen  his  <  talents ;  I  had  fdt  his  ascend- 
ancy ;.  I  had  experienced  that  sort  of  eonfliet^  which  ap- 
pearances of  guilt  on  the  one  hand^  and  asseverations  of 
imiocenee  on  the  oth^^  are  cdculated  to  produce  in  the 
tfaougfats^and  emotions  of  a  bystander.  He  was  no  com- 
mon man  ;  the  expectations  and  conjectures  he  exdted  were 
of  .no  ordinary  sort;  and  I  felt  that  an  army  might  be 
de^oyed^  and  a  spacious  plain  covered  with  the  wounded 
and  the  dyings  without  produdng  greater  commotion  in  my 
sold. 

In  the  anxious  and  disturbed  state  of  mind  in  which  I 
was>  the  thoughts  flow  with  extraordinary  rapidity.  It  will 
be  found  attended  with  a  strange^  and^  previously  to  the 
experiment^  incredible  mixture  of  reasoning  and  passion^  of 
I^dlbsophising  and  fury.  I  was  accontingly  consdons  at 
this  moment  of  the  truth  of  tiie  stranger's  assertion^  that  in 
me  he  had  a  protector^  not  a  fnlnd.  Friendship  is  an  ob- 
jeet  of  a  peculiar  sort;  the  sinaMli.j!esavTe  is  deadly  to  it. 
I  may  indeed  fed  the  emotions  of  a  friend  towards  a  man 
who  in  part  conceals  from  me  the  thoughts  of  his  heart ; 
but  then  I  must  be  unconsdous  of  this  coneeahnent.     The 
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instant  I  perceive  this  Itmitntiott  of  confidence^  he  ^r^ps 
mto  the  dass  of  ordinary  men :  a  divorce  is  Reeled  boi 
tWeen  us :  our  hearts^  which  grew  together^  isafifer  stafmii 
tation;  the  arteries  are  dosed;  the  blood  is  ^no  longer 
mutualfy  transfused  and  confounded.  I  shall  be  consciofi» 
of  idl  his  qualities^  for  I  stand  in  the  place  of  an  impttrttal 
umpire.  I  consider  him  as  a  machine  capable  of  sonlaofef 
utility  to  myself^  and  so  much  utility  to  other  men«  But 
I  do  not  regard  him  as  the  brother  of  my  soul :  1  do  not 
feel  that  my  Mfe  is  bound  up  in  his :  I  do  not  f^  as  if^ 
were  he  to  die^  the  whole  world  would  be  at  an  end  to  mei 
and  that  my  happiness  would  be  buried  with  him'  fdr  ever 
in  the  darkness  of  the  grave.  I  am  not  conscious  of  tliOi^ 
^notions  which  are  the  most  exquisite  and  indescsibaMe 
the  human  mind  can  experience;  and  which^  being  commu« 
nicated  by  a  sort  of  electrical  stroke  to  him  who  is  th^lr 
object,  constitute  the  solace  of  all  his  cares^  the  alleviatMHr 
of  all  his  calamities,  the  only  nectar  and  truest  balm  of 
human  life.  For  me,  he  stands  alone  in  the  world,  haviiig 
companions  and  associates,  the  connections,  as  it  were,  of 
mercantile  selfishness,  or  casual  jollity  and  good  huinom!^^ 
but  no  friend.  It  was  thus  that  I  thought  of  the  strange. 
He  obtained  from  me  the  compassion  due  to  a  human  bdng^ 
and  the  respect  extorted  by  his  qualities,  but  no&ii^g  es^ 
culated  radically  to  disturb  the  equilibrium  of  the  mind.  I 
looked  forward  to  his  death  with  unruffled  thoughts  and  an 
unmoistened  eye.  There  was  one  thing  indeed  that  shook 
me  more  deeply ;  the  thought  of  losing  the  promised  rewari^ 
and  of  having  exposed  myself  to  the  evil  of  an  unquiet  and 
dissatisfied  mind  in  vain. 

I  rested  but  a  few  hours  before  I  set  out  again  upon  liv^ 
search,  to  which  the  interposition  of  the  darkness  of  tibe 
preceding  night  had  put  an  abrupt  close.  I  had  the  prci. 
caution  to  take  with  me  a  slight  provision  of  food  and  cor^ 
dials,  believing  that,  4f  I  found  the  stranger,  he  wodl^ai 
least  be  in  the  greatest  need  of  something  reviving  and  re^ 
storadve.  Charles  earnestly  intreated  to  assist  me  in  the 
search,  but  upon  this  I  put  a  peremptory  prohibition.  It 
would  have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to  what  the  stranger 
had  most  solemnly  required  of  me. 
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I  liad:  abeady  spent  sefentl  hmrs  itt  anxioiksly  traehig 
the  wood  ;ib  ererj  direction;  and  ^  period  of  noon  was 
pM^  wheUy  ^proadung  an  obscure  and  almost  impenetral^ 
iMoket^  mj  ear  was  caujg^t  by  a  low  and  mdancboly  sound, 
wbidii  at  fii*8t  I  knew  not  to  wbat  I  was  to  ascribe.  It 
Imwever  arrested  my  attention^  and  caused  me  to  assume 
m  attitude  of  listening.  After  the  lapse  of  little  more  tlian 
aiiBinute^  the  same  sound  was  repeated.  I  now  distinctly 
pearceiired  that  it  was  the  groan  of  some  creature  in  a  very 
fi^ble  and  exhausted  state,  and  immediately  suspected  that 
it  was  the  stranger.  I  went  almost  round  the  thicket  before 
It  oould  discern  an  entrance^  and,  though  I  looked  with  the 
i^aoost  care,  could  perceiye  nothing  that  the  thicket  inclosed. 
The  groan  was  repeated  a  third  time.  The  long  interrals 
between  the  groans  gave  a  peculiar  melancholy  to  the  e^ct, 
and  each  seemed  so  mudi  lower  than  the  groan  before,  that 
Qolhing  but  the  ear  of  anxious  attention  would  have  caught 
if ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  tone  conveyed  an  idea  of  stu- 
plfied^  yet  vital,  anguish.  At  length  I  perceived  the  legs 
aod  something  of  the  garb  of  a  man.  It  was  the  stranger ! 
He  appeared  to  have  crept  into  the  thicket  upon  his  hands 
a^d  knees.  When  I  forced  my  way  to  him,  he  seemed  in 
tl^  very  act  of  expiring.  He  was  lying  on  his  face,  and  I 
rsiBed  him  a  littie.  His  eyes  were  fixed ;  his  mouth  was 
(^en ;  his  lips  and  tongue  were  parched  and  dry.  I  in- 
fsaed  a  £ew  drops  of  a  cordial  into  his  mouth.  For  a  mo- 
ment it  speared  to  produce  no  sensation,  but  presentiy  my 
pstient  uttered  a  deep  and  long-drawn  sigh.  I  repeated  my 
^[^Hcation.  As  a  principal  cause  of  the  condition  in  which 
I  found  him  was  inanition,  the  stimidant  I  administered 
peaduced  a  powerful  effect.  He  moved  his  hands,  shud- 
dered, turned  his  eyes  languidly  upon  me,  and,  having  ap- 
peared to  recognise  me,  shut  them  hastily  again.  I  moved 
him  slowly  and  softiy  into  a  freer  air,  and  bathed  his  temples 
witii  oiie  of  tiie  liquids  I  had  about  me.  By  this  time  he 
looked  up^  and  then  suddenly  round  him  with  a  wild  and 
httried  air.  He  spoke  not  however ;  he  was  speechless. 
In  about  a  Quarter  of  an  hour  he  relapsed  into  convulsions, 
k  which'  it  seemed  probable  he  would  ex]ure.  They  lasted 
i  considerable  time,  and  he  then  sunk  into  a'state  of  insen^ 
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siliility.  I  thought  he  was  deid.  Thus  dxttumsltncedt.  it 
yfa»  some  relief  to  my  humanity  to  have  found  him  yidt 
alive,  and  to  have  received  his  parting  hreath.  Bufi  iJnuta 
moment  hjis  secret  and  his  promises  recurred  to  me  mlii 
inexpressihla  anguish,  and  1  inwardly  reproached  him  for 
having  def(»red  his  communicatioQ  so  long,  as  now  Jo  pre«>. 
dude  its  ever  heing  made.  I  cannot  descrihe  the  keennes8> 
the  huming  and  intolerable  bitterness,  of  my  sensation 
Keen  it  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  been,  from  its  having 
so  instantaneously  and  forcibly  recurred  at  a  tune  when 
other  ol^ects  seemed  to  press  upon  my  senses.  No  :one 
who  has  not  felt  what  it  is  to  fall  in  a  moment  from  hope, 
or,  as  I  should  rather  say,  from  assured  possession  of  what 
his  soul  most  loved  and  desired,  into  black  and  intenkiinable 
despair,  can  imagine  what  was  then  the  state  of  my  mind. 
The  body  of  my  patient  slided  from  my  nerveless  arms  ;  J 
lifted  up  the  eyes  of  rage  and  phrensy,  as  if  to  curse  the  Au- 
thor of  my  being ;  and  then  £ell  hd^less  and  inunaveabk 
by  the  side  of  the  stranger. 

I  felt  him  move;  I  heard  him  sigh.  I  lifted  up  my 
head,  and  perceived  stronger  marks  of  life  and  sense  aboKt 
him  than  had  yet  displayed  themselves.  I  threw  m^  arms 
about  him ;  I  pressed  him  to  my  heart  The  emphatical 
gesture  I  used  seemed  to  have  a  sort  of  magnetical  force  lo 
rouse  his  dying  powers.  With  a  little  assistance  from  me 
he  sat  upright.  My  assiduity  produced  .wonders :  it  for- 
tunately happened  that  this  thicket  was  but  a  half  a  mile 
from  my  habitation,  and  indeed  was  one  of  (he  spots 
which  I  had  searched  without  success  the  day  before. 
About  the  hour  of  sunset,  partly  by  leading,  and  paitly 
by  supporting  him,  J  restored  my  guest  to  his  former  apatt- 
ment. 

He  remained  speechless,  or  nearly  so.  He  vented  his 
sensations  in  sighs,  in  inward  and  inarticulate  sounds ;  and 
eiven  when  he  arrived  at  the  power  of  making  himself  un- 
derstood by  words,  it  was  only  by  monosyllaUes  and  hidf 
sentences  that  he  conveyed  to  me  his  meaning.  I  now  gave 
up  my  time  almost  entirely  to  an  assiduous  attendance  on 
the  stranger.  Every  day  I  expected  to  be  his  last ;  every 
day  was  loore  or  less  interspersed  with  symptoms .  that 


seemed?  to  menace  his  instant  dissolUtioD.  Dtiring  ^  this 
time  1  femoined  in  the  anxious  suspense  of  contending  hope 
and  htat.  Was  it  probable  that  he  would  ever  recoyer 
ittrength  enough  to  confer  on  me  the  legacy  he  had  an. 
nounced  f  The  particulars  of  his  secret  I  knew  not ;  but^ 
judging  firom  what  I  had  heard  'of  the  pretences  and  purj. 
suits  of  alehemy^  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  he  had  a 
prbd^sato  communicate,  which  would  require  on  his  part 
oonslderable  accuracy  of  recollection,  as  wdl  as  the  i>ower 
of  delivering  himself  in  a  methodical  and  orderly  discourse. 
.  I  was  fcortunate  enough  however  to  perceive,  after  a  tor. 
mentiiig  atid  tedious  crisis,  that  he  appeared  to  be  in  a  pro- 
greas  of  convalescence,  and  that  his  strength  both  of  body 
and  imnd  were  recruited  daily.  After  the  lapse  of  a  fort- 
night from  the  adventure  of  the  wood,  he  one  evening 
addressed  n^  in  the  following  manner :  — 

**  St.  Leon,  I  have  been  to  blame.  I  have  put  you  to  a 
suffident  triid ;  I  have  received  from  you  every  assistance 
and  kindness  that  my  situation  demanded;  I  have  im- 
posed on  you  much  trouble  and  anxiety ;  I  have  excited  your 
expectations  by  announcing  to  you  in  part  what  it  was  in 
my  power  to  bestow ;  and'  I~  have  finally  risked  the  defraud- 
ing yonr  hopes  and  your  humanity  of  their  just  reward. 
Do  me  the  justice  however  to  remember,  that  I  had  no 
piese&thnent  of  the  event  which  has  so  inauspiciously  come 
between  you  and  your  hopes.  Fool  that  I  was,  I  imagined 
I  had  safiered  enough,  and  that,  as  I  had  obtained  a  longer 
respite  from  external  persecution  than  I  almost  ever  expe- 
rienced^ 1  should  be  permitted  to  spend  the  short  remainder 
of  my  days  iminterrupted !  I  now  however  look  back  upon 
this  last  assatdt  with  complacency.  It  has  cut  ofP  some- 
thing from  the  last  remnant  of  a  life  to  the  close  of  which 
I  look  forward  with  inexpressible  longing;  at  the  same 
time  that  I  am  still  in  prospect  of  obtaining  the  final  wish 
of  my  heart — the  stealing  out  of  the  world  unperceived,  and 
thus  in  acmie  measure  eluding  the  last  malice  of  my  ene- 
mies. After  my  death  I  have  but  one  injunction  to  leave 
with  you — the  injimction  of  Hercules  to  Philoctetes — that 
no  indncement  may  move  yon  to  betray  to  mortal  man  the 
|dace  in  which  you  shaU  have  deposited  my  ashes.     Bury 
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them  in  a  spot  which  I  will  describe  to  yoa :  it  is  not  far; 
and  is  only  reconunended  to  me  by  its  ahnost  inaccessible 
situation  :  and  that  once  done^  speak  of  me  and^  if  possible, 
think  of  me  no  more.  Never  on  any  account  mention  mc 
or  allude  to  me ;  never  describe  me,  or  relate  ^be  manner  of 
our  meeting,  or  the  adventure  which  has  at  length  bgrtn^hl 
on  the  desired  close  of  my  existence. 

''  Believe  me,  in  the  feeUe  and  helpless  conditioB  iit  wbfdk 
I  have  spent  the  last  fortnight,  your  wishes  and  e^cpect^ 
ations  have  been  uppermost  in  my  mind,  and  there  is 
nothing  I  have  fdt  with  so  much  compunction  as  the  danl 
ger  of  leaving  them  unsatisfied.  To  yon  perhaps  I  at  pre: 
sent  appear  to  be  rapidly  recovering,  I  feel  the  dart  of 
death  in  my  vitals ;  I  know  I  shall  not  live  four  days.  It 
is  necessary  therefore  that  I  should  finish  without  delay  all 
that  remains  for  me  to  finish.  I  will  devote  tins  night  tb 
the  arranging  my  thoughts  and  putting  in  order  what  I  have 
to  communicate,  that  no  mistake  or  omission  may  have  part 
in  a  transaction  so  important.  Come  to  me  to.jnorroW 
morning ;  I  will  be  prepared  for  you." 

As  soon  as  I  heard  this  discourse,  and  provided  ihe  strangest 
with  every  thing  he  could  want  during  die  night,  I  wvAki 
drew.  My  heart  was  big  with  expectation  ;  my  thou^rti 
all  night  were  wild  and  tumultuous.  When  th^  hour  of 
assignation  arrived,  I  hastened  along  the  garden  to  te 
summer-house,  conscious  that  upon  that  hour  d^iended  all 
the  colour  of  my  future  life.  Since  the  stranger  had  been 
in  his  present  dangerous  condition,  the  door  was  not  bolted; 
it  was  only  locked :  the  key  was  in  my  possession,  md 
remained  night  and  day  attached  to  my  parson.  I  opened 
the  door;  I  panted  and  was  breathless. 

I  immediately  saw  that  the  stranger  had  undergone  som^ 
great  alteration  for  the  worse.  He  had  suffered  a  sort  oiT 
paralytic  afiection.  He  Mfted  up  his  face  as  I  entered  ;  it 
was  pal^  than  I  had  ever  seen  it.  He  shook  his  heAd 
mournfully,  and  intimated  by  signs  the  disappointmetii 
which  this  morning  must  witness.  He  was  speecldes^ 
^^  Fate!  fate!"  exclaimed  I  in  an  agony  of  despair,  "am  I  to 
be  for  ever  baffled  ?  Is  the  prize  tso  much  longed  for  and'fii^ 
ardeatly  expected  at  last  to  escape  me"^"  —  \t  \»\MA.\ft  VC 
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iiQagmed  how  much  these  saeeessivey  endless  disappoint- 
meats,  increased  my  impatience^  and  magnified  in  my  eyes 
th&  donation  I  sought. 

The  whole  of  this  and  the  following  day  the  sJtx^fig/^ 
remained  speechless.  The  third  day^  in  the  mornings  he 
mnrmut^  many  sounds^  hut  in  a  manner  so  excessively 
inarticulate^  that  I  was  not  able  to  understand  one  word  in 
six  thai  he  said.  I  recollected  his  prediction  that  he  should 
die  on  the  fourth  day.  The  fever  of  my  soul  was  at  its 
height.  Mortal  sinews  and  fibres  could  sustain  no  more. 
If  the  strange  had  died  thus,  it  is  most  probable  that  I 
should  have  thrown  myself  in  anguish  and  rage  upon  his 
corpse^  and  have  expired  in  the  sune  hour. 
•  In  the  evening  of  the  third  day  I  visited  him  again.  H^ 
had  thrown  his  robe  around  him,  and  was  sitting  on  the  sld^ 
of  his  coudi.  The  evening  sun  ;shot  his  last  beams  over 
the  window-shutters.  There  were  about  eight  inches  be- 
tm^n  the  shutter  and  the  top  of  the  window ;  and  som« 
branches  of  vines,  with  their  grapes  abready  ripe,  broke  the 
uniformity  of  the  Hght.  The  side  of  the  couch  faced  the 
west,  and  the  beams  played  upon  the  old  man's  countenance. 
I  had  never  seen  it  so  serene.  The  light,  already  softened 
by  the  decline  of  day,  gave  it  a  peculiar  animation  :  and  a 
tmile  that  seemed  to  betoken  renovation  and  the  youth  of 
angels  sat  upon  it.  He  beckoned  me  to  approach.  I 
placed  myself  beside  him  on  the  couch  ;  he  took  my  hand 
in  his,  and  leaned  his  face  towards  me. 

'^  I  shall  never  witness  the  light  of  the  setting  su9 
again ! "  were  ^e  first  wosds  he  uttered.  I  immediately 
perceived  that  he  spoke  more  collectedly,  and  with  better 
articulation  than  at  any  time  since  the  parsdytic  stroke. 
StiU.  however  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  develop  his  words. 
But  I  woundup  every  fiu^ulty  of  my  frame  to  catch  than ; 
and^  assisted  as  I  was  by  the  habit  of  listening  to  his 
^eeeh  for  many  weeks,  which  during  the  whole  of  thi^ 
time  had. never  been  distinct,  I  was  successful  enough  to 
make  out.  his  entire  discourse.    . 

It  continued,  though  with  various  interruptions,  for  more 
than  half  an  hour.  He  explained  with  wonderful  accuracy 
the  whole  of  his  secrets,  and  the  process  with  which  they 
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were  connected.  My  soul  was  roused  to  the  utmost  stretcli 
of  attention  and  astonidbment.  His  secrets^  as  I  have 
already  announced  in  the  commencement  of  this  history, 
consisted  of  two  principal  particulars;  the  art  of  multiplying 
gold,  and  the  power  of  living  for  ever.  The  detail  of  diese 
secrets  I  omit;  into  that  I  am  forhidden  to  enter.  My 
design  in  writing  this  narrative,  I  have  said,  is  not  to  tead(i 
the  art  of  which  I  am  in  possession,  hut  to  descrihe  the 
adventures  it  produced  to  me. 

The  more  I  listened,  the  more  my  astonishment  grew. 
I  looked  at  the  old  man  hefore  me ;  I  observed  the  wretch, 
edness  of  his  appearance,  the  meahness  of  his  attire,  his 
apparent  old  age,  his  extreme  feebleness,  the  characters 
of  approaching  death  that  were  written  on  his  countenance. 
After  what  I  had  just  heard,  I  surveyed  these  things  with 
a  sensation  of  novelty,  as  if  I  had  never  remarked  them  in 
him  before.  I  said  to  myself.  Is  this  the  man  that  possesses 
mines  of  wealth  inexhaustible,  and  the  capacity  of  living  for 
ever  ? 

Observing  that  he  had  finished  his  discourse,  I  addressed 
to  him  these  words,  by  a  sort  of  uncontrollable  impulse, 
and  with  aU  the  vehemence  of  unsated  and  insuppressible 
curiosity. 

"Tell  me,  I  adjure  you  by  the  living  God,  what  use 
have  you  made  of  ^ese  extraordinary  gifts  ?  and  with  what 
events  has  that  use  been  attended  ?  " 

As  I  spoke  thus,  the  countenance  of  the  old  man  un. 
derwent  a  surprising  change.  Its  serenity  vanished ;  his 
eyes  rolled  with  an  expression  of  agony ;  and  he  answered 
me  thus :  — 

"  Be  silent,  St.  Leon !  How  often  must  I  tell  you  that 
no  single  incident  of  my  story  shaU  ever  be  repeated !  Have 
I  no  claim  upon  your  forbearance  ?  Can  you  be  barbarous 
and  inhuman  enough  to  disturb  my  last  scene  with  these 
bitter  recollections?" — I  was  silent. 

This  is  aU  that  is  material  that  passed  at  our  interview. 

The  stranger  died  the  next  day,  and  was  buried  accord- 
ing  to  his  instructions. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

S'rom  the  moment  of  my  last  interview  with  the  stranger 
I  was  another  creature.  My  thoughts  incessantly  rolled  upon 
ids  communications.  They  filled  me  with  astonishment  and 
joy,  almost  to  bursting.  I  was  unable  to  contain  myself; 
1  was  unable  to  remain  in  auy  posture  or  any  place.  I 
could  scarcely  command  myself  sufficiently  to  perform  the 
last  duties  to  his  body  in  the  manner  he  had  directed.  I 
paced  with  eager  step  the  sands  of  the  lake ;  I  climbed  the 
neighbouring  hiUs^  and  Uien  ilescended  with  inconceivable 
rapidity  to  the  vales  below ;  I  traced  with  fierce  impa-. 
tience  the  endless  mazes  of  the  wood  in  which  I  so  hardly 
recovered  my  bewildered  guest.  The  uninterruptedness 
and  celerity  of  bodily  motio|i  seemed  to  communicate  some 
ease  to  my  swelling  heart. 

Yet  there  was  one  thing  I  wanted.     I  wanted  some 
friendly  bosom  into  which  to  pour  out  my  feelings,  and 
thus  by  participation  to  render  my  transports  balsamic  and 
tolerable.     JBut  this  was  for  ever  denied  me.     No  human 
ear  must  ever  be  astonished  .with  the  story  of  my  endow- 
ments and. my  privileges.     I  may  whisper  it  to  liie  woods 
and  the.  waters,  but  not  in  the  face  of  man.     Not  only  am 
I  bound  to  suppress  the  knowledge  of  the  important  secret 
i  possess^  but  even  the  feelings,  the  ruminations,  the  visions^ 
that  are.  for  ever  floating  in  my  soul.     It  is  but  a  vain  and 
frivolous  distinction  upon  which  I  act,  when  I  commit  to 
this  paper  my  history,  and  not  the  science  which  is  its  cor- 
ner-stone. The  reason  why  the  science  may  not  be  divulged 
is  obvious.      Exhausdess  wealth,  if  communicated  to  all 
paen,  would  be  but  an  exhaustless  heap  of  pebbles  and  dust; 
and  nature  will  not  admit  her  everlasting  laws  to  be  86 
abrogated^  as  they  would  be  by  rendering  the  whole  race  of 
sublunary  man  immortal.     But  I  am  bound,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, not  only  to  hide  my  secrets,  but  to  conceal  that  I  have 
any  to  hide.     Senseless  paper  !  be  thou  at  least  my  confi- 
dant I     To  thee  I  may  impart  what  my  soul  spurns  the 
task  to  suppress.    The  human. mind  insatiably  thirsts  for  a 
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confidant  and  a  friend*  It  is  no  mastter  that  these  pages 
diall  never  be  surveyed  by  other  eyes  than  mine.  Thef 
afibrd  at  least  the  semblance  of  oommtmication  and  the  un^. 
burthening  of  the  mind ;  and  I  will  press  the  illusion  fondly 
and  for  ever  to  my  heart 

,  To  return  to  the  explanation  of  my  feelings  immediatsly 
after  receiving  possession  of  my  grand  acquisition ;  fbr^  witht^ 
out  that  explanation^  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  my  subset 
quent  narrative  will  scarcely  be  sufficiently  apprehended. 

''  Happy,  happy,  happy  man ! "  exclaimed .  I>  in  the 
midst  of  my  wanderings  and  reveries.  "  Wealth !  thy  power 
IS  unbounded  and  inconceivable..  All  men  bow  down  to 
thee ;  the  most  stubborn  will  is  by  thee«  rendered  pliant  aa 
wax ;  all  obstacles  are  melted  down  and  dissolved  by  ibe 
ardour  of  thy  beams !  The  man  that  possesses  ikeey  finds 
every  path  level  before  him,  and  every  creature  bumiqg 
to  anticipate  his  wishes :  but  if  these  are  the  advantt^»i 
that  wealth  imparts  to  such  as  possess  only  those  scanty 
portions  which  states  and  nations  allow  to  the  richest,  hoif 
enviable  must  his  condition  be,  whose  wealth  is  litera% 
exhaustless  and  infinite !  He  possesses  reaUy  the  bles^ng^ 
which  priestcraft  and  superstition  have  lyingly  proncwoi^ 
upon  die  charitable :  he  may  give  away  the  revenues  of 
princes,  and  not  be  the  poorer.  He  possesses  the  attribnte 
which  we  are  accustomed  to  ascribe  to  the  Creator  of  the> 
universe :  he  may  say  to  a  man,  ^  Be  rich,'  and  he  is  xkh^ 
He  can  bestow  with  equal  facility  the  smallest  ^ts  and  Ihi^ 
greatest  Palaces,  as  if  they  were  the  native  exhalations^  lef 
the  soil,  rise  out  of  the  earth  at  his  bidding.  He  holds  tte 
fate  of  nations  and  of  the  world  in  his  hand.  He  csn  i^ 
move  foorests,  and  levd  mountains,  drain  marshes,  extQ)4 
canals,  turn  the  course  of  rivers,  and  shut  up  the  sea  w^ii 
doors.  He  can  assign  to  every  individual  in  a  nation  iim 
task  he  pleases,  can  improve  agriculture,  and  establish  ma- 
nufactures, can  found  schools,  and  hospitals,  and  infirmaries, 
and  universities.  He  can  study  the  genius  of  every  mm/ 
and  enable  ev^ry  man  to  pursue  the  bent  of  his  mind. 
Poets  and  philosophers  will  be  fostered,  the  sublimest  fii£^ 
of  genivLB  be  produced,  and  the  most  admirable  discoveries 
effected,  under  his  auspicious  pattons/gj^.  TVa  ^\u3k  wozld 
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ire  his  feervants^  andhe^  if  his  temper  be  noble  and  tipright> 
ffill  be  die  servant  of  the  whole  world.  Nay^  it  cannot 
bi^ipen  otherwise.  He  has  as  few  temptations  to  obliqnitj 
Hi -omnipotence  itself.  Weakness  and  want  are  the  parents 
of  vice.  But  he  possesses  every  thing ;  he  cannot  bett^ 
))l»  situation ;  no  man  can  come  into  rivalship  or  competi- 
tion with  him.  I  thank  God^  I  have  known  the  extremes 
of  poverty^  and  therefore  am  properly  qualified  to  enjoy  my 
preitfrat  happiness.  I  have  felt  a  reverse  of  fortune^  driving 
me  in  one  instance  to  insanity^  in  another  instance  threat- 
itdng  to  destroy  me^  my  wife^  and  children  together^  with 
die  plague  of  hunger.  My  heart  has  been  racked  with 
Ctt^^-dying  remorse;  because^  by  my  guilt  and  folly,  my 
di^dten  have  been  deprived  of  the  distinction  and  rank  to 
t^db.  diey  were  bom^  and  plunged  in  remediless  obscurity. 
Beaven  has  seen  my  sufPerings^  and  at  length  has  graciously 
§My  *  It  is  enough.'  Because  I  have  endured  more  than 
l|eAti  ever  endured  from  the  privation  of  fortune^  God  in  his 
jOidce  has  reserved  for  me  ^s  secret  of  the  transmutatioh 
^'metds.  I  can  never  agaih  fall  into  that  wretchedness, 
t(y  which  my  understanding  was  subverted,  and  my  heart 
^jisbrok^L" 

^^  From  this  part  of  4he  legacy  of  the  stranger,  my  mind 
Inverted  to  ihe  other.  I  surveyed  my  limbs,  all  the  joints 
ml  articulations  of  my  frame,  with'  curiosity  and  astonish- 
mmt.  '^  What !"  exclaimed  I,  ^^  these  limbs,  this  com. 
j^cated  but  brittle  frame,  shall  last  for  ever !  No  disease 
ibalS  attack  it;  no  pain  shall  seize  it;  death  shall  widihold 
fitMn  it  for  ever. his  abhorred  grasp!  Perpetual  vigour, 
pa^petaal  f^Sivity,  perpetual  youth,  shall  take  up  their  abode 
iMi  me  !  Time  shall  generate  in  me  no  decay,  shall  not 
add  %  wrinkle  to  my  brow,  or  convert  a  hair  of  my  head  to 
p<^  I  This  body  was  formed  to  die ;  this  edifice  to  crumble 
iaiO'  dust ;  the  principles  of  corruption  and  mortality  are 
ittxed  up  in  every  atom  of  my  frame.  But  for  me  the 
bwa  of  nature  are  suspended;  ihe  eternal  wheels  of  the 
Inverse  roU  backward ;  I  am  destined  to  be  triumphant 
0^  fate  and  tune ! 

/*  Months,  years,  cycles^  centuries !    To  me  aW.  i2cft«fe  «tfe 
ita  as  Indivisible  momenta,     I  shdl  never  become  c^<\  \  \ 
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flball  always  be^  as  it  were^  in  the  porch  and  infancy  of 
existence ;  no  lapse  of  years  shall  subtract  any  thing  frotA 
my  fiiture  dtnration.  I  was  bom  under  Loois  the  Twdftii: 
the  life  of  Francis  the  First  now  threatens  n  speedy  tendiL 
nation ;  he  will  be  gathered  to  his  fathers^  and  Henry  bts 
«on  will  succeed  him.  But  what  are  princes  and  kings  and 
generations  of  men  to  me  ?  I  shall  become  familiar  with 
the  rise  and  fall  of  empires ;  in  a  little  while  the  very  naitie 
of  France,  my  country,  will  perish  from  the  face  of  tbfe 
earth,  and  men  will  dispute  about  the  situation  of  Paris,  4m 
they  dispute  about  the  site  of  ancient  Nineyeh  and  Babylon 
and  Troy.  Yet  I  shall  still  be  young.  I  shall  take  my  most 
distant  posterity  by  the  hand ;  I  shall  accompany  them  it 
their  career ;  and,  when  they  are  worn  out  and  exhausted> 
shall  shut  up  the  tomb  over  them,  and  set  forward. 

There  was  something  however  in  this  part  of  my  spe- 
culation that  did  not  entirely  please  me.  Me&ought  th^ 
race  of  mankind  looked  too  insignificant  in  my  eyes.  I 
felt  a  degree  of  uneasiness  at  the  immeasurable  distant 
that  was  ptit  between  me  and  the  rest  of  my  species.  'I 
found  myself  alone  in  the  World.  Must  I  for  ever  live 
without  a  companion,  a  friend,  any  one  with  whom  I  cttSt 
associate  upon  equal  terms,  with  whom  I  can  have  a 
community  of  sensations,  and  feelings,  and  hopes,  and 
desires,  and  fears  ?  I  experienced  something,  less  l^an  a 
wish,  yet  a  something  very  capable  of  damping  my  joy, 
that  I  also  were  subject  to  mortality.  I  could  have  been 
well  content  to  be  partaker  with  a  race  of  immortals,  but  *I 
was  not  satisfied  to  be  single  in  this  respect.  I  was^not 
pleased  to  recollect  how  trivial  would  appear  to  me  thosfe 
concerns  of  a  few  years,  about  which  the  passions  of  m«i 
are.  so  eagerly  occupied.  I  did  not  like  the  deadness^of 
heart  that  seemed  to  threaten  me.  I  began  to  be  afraid  of 
vacancy  and  torpor,  and  that  my  life  would  become  too  uni- 
formly quiet.  Nor  did  it  sufficiently  console  me  to  recoli. 
lect  that,  as  one  set  of  friends  died  off  the  stage,  another 
Tace  would  arise  to  be  substituted  in  their  stead.  I  felt  that 
human  affections  and  passions  are  not  made  of  this  transfi^^ 
able  staffy  and  that  we  can  love  nothing  truly,  unless  we 
devote  ourselves  to  it  hMXt  and  wwi,  aiv^  ova  \5fc\^,  ^ifc 
^        "        '  up  in  the  ooject  of  o\a  atXA^SoiaeoX* 
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It  was  worse  whea  I  recollected  my  wife  a^d  my  children. 
When  I  considered  fur  the  first  time  that  they  w&ce  now  in 
a  maimer  nothing  to  me^  I  felt  a  sensation  that  might  be 
/  said  to  mount  to  anguish.  How  can  a  man  attach  himself 
;  to  any  things  when  he  comes  to  consider  it  as  the  mere 
'  ^ything  and  amusement  of  the  moment !  In  this  statement 
llowever  I  am  not  accurate.  Habit  is  more  potent  than  any 
^eoretieal  speculation.  Past  tames  had  attached  me  deeply, 
irrevocably,  to  all  the  members  of  my  family.  But  I  felt 
^t  I  should  survive  them  all.  They  would  die  one  by  one, 
and  leave  me  alone.  I  should  drop  into  their  graves  the 
still  renewing  tear  of  anguish.  In  that  tomb  would  my 
heart  be  buried*  Never,  never,  through  the  countless  ages 
of  eternity,  should  I  form  another  attachment.  In  the 
happy  age  of  d^uaon,  happy  and  auspicious  at  least  to  the 
cttldvation  of  the  passions,  when  I  felt  that  I  also  was  a 
mortal,  I  was  capable  of  a  community  of  sentiments  and  a 
going  forth  of  the  heart.  But  how  could  I,  an  immortal, 
hope  ever  hereafter  to  feel  a  serious,  an  elevating  and  expan- 
sive passion  for  the  ephemeron  of  an  hour ! 

As  the  first  tumult  of  my  thoughts  subsided,  I  began,  as 
ia  usual  with  persons  whose  minds  are  turned  loose  in  the 
search  of  visionary  happiness,  to  picture  to  myself,  more 
steadily  and  with  greater  minuteness,  the  objects  1  would 
resolve  early  to  accomplish.  I  would  in  the  first  place 
return  to  France,  my  adored  country,  the  residence  of  my 
ancestors,  whose  annals  they  had  adorned,  whose  plains  had 
witnessed  their  heroic  feats,  and  whose  earth  enclosed  their 
ashes.  To  France  I  was  endeared  by  every  tie  that  binds 
ihe^  human  heart ;  her  language  had  been  the  prattle  of  my 
infancy;  her  national  manners  and  temper  were  twined 
widi  the  fibres  of  my  constitution,  and  could  not  be  rooted 
(Nit ;  I  felt  that  every  Frenchman  that  lived  was  my  brother* 
Banishment  had  only  caused  these  prejudices  to  strike  their 
tendrils  deeper  in  my  hjeart.  I  knew  not  that  I  should 
finally  limit  my -abode  to  France.  A  man  who,  like  Mel- 
folasedec,  is  ''  without  end  of  life,"  may  well  consider  himself 
as  b^ng  also,  like  him,  ^^  without  father,  without  mother, 
and  without  descent"  But  at  all  events  1  v70\A^&y%\.^% 
my  children,  who  did  not  participate  in  my  Tpi\N^e^<ea,\xv 
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iheir  native  soil.  I  would  reside  there  myself^  at  least  tifl 
they  were  fully  disposed  of^  and  till  the  admirable  partn^  d 
the  last  seventeen  years  of  my  life  had  resigned  her  breadi.  I 
would  immediately  repurchase  the  property  of  my  ancestors^ 
which  had  been  so  distressftdly  resigned.  The  exile  should 
return  from  his  seven  years'  banishment  in  triumph  $nd 
splendour.  I  would  return  to  the  court  of  my  old  patron 
and  friend,  the  gallant  Frauds,  and  present  to  him  my  boy, 
the  future  r^resentative  of  my  family,  now  one  year  oldf^r 
than  I  had  been  at  the  field  of  the  Clo^  of  Gold.  Thou^ 
an  exile  from  my  country,  I  had  not  been  an  inattentive 
Witness  of  her  fortunes.  The  year  fifteen  hundred  and 
forty-four  was  a  remarkable  and  interesting  year  in  the 
history  of  France.  The  endless  animosities  of  Frauds  and 
the  emperor  had  broken  out  with  new  fury  about  two  years 
before.  In  the  spring  of  &e  present  year,  the  count  d'An- 
guien  had  won  a  battle  in  Piedmont  *,  in  which  ten  thou- 
sand  imperialists  were  left  dead  upon  the  field,  and  which 
might  be  considered  as  having  at  length  efiaced  the  defeat 
of  Pavia,  in  the  same  part  of  the  world  nineteen  years  befcnre. 
The  moment  it  had  been  announced  that  a  battle  was  r^ 
solved  on,  the  young  nobility  of  France,  with  their  charae- 
teristic  ardour,  had  hurried  to  the  scene,  and  the  court  -of 
Paris  was,  in  an  instant  as  it  were,  turned  into  a  des^ 
On  the  other  hand,  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  England 
had  concerted  for  the  same  season  a  formidable  plan  bf 
attack  against  our  northern  frontier.  With  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men  respectively,  the  one  on  the  side 
of  Champagne,  and  the  other  of  Picardy,  they  agreed  to 
advance  directly  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  unite 
their  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  The  last  intel- 
ligence that  had  reached  me  was,  that  Chateau  Thierry, 
about  twenty  leagues  from  the  metropolis,  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  emperor,  and  th|it  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  ^ 
filled  with  consternation,  were  seeking  their  safety  by  flight 
in  every  direction.  These  circumstances  had  passdd  idfy 
by  me,  and  left  little  impression,  so  long  as  I  considered 
myself  as  an  obscure  peasant  cut  ojBPfor  ever  from  the  bosom 
of  my  country.     But,  vested  with  the  extraordinary  powers 

*  The  battle  of  CeAKAtea. 
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now  intmsted  to  me,. the  case  was  altered.     I  fdt  even  a 
peat&c  interest  in  my  sovereign,  now  pressed  down  with 
disease  and  calamity,  yet  retaining  the  original  alacrity  and 
.otrnfidence  of  his  soul,  than  I  had  done,  when  I  saw  him  in 
sn  the  pride  of  youths  and  all  the  splendour  of  prosperity. 
I  was  anxious  that  Charles  should  now  enter  into  his  ser* 
vice ;  and  I  determined  once  again  to  assume  the  cuirass 
snd  the  falchion,  that   I  might  be  the  instructor  of  his 
youth,  and  his  pattern  in  feats  of  war.     I  resolved  that  my 
4iei^erd-boy,  bred  in  obscurity  among  woods  and  moun- 
tains, should  burst  with  sudden  splendour  upon  his  country- 
men, and  prove  in  the  field  his  noble  blood  and  generous 
strain.      I  also  proposed  to  myself,  both  out  of  sympathy 
for  my  king,  and  to  give  greater  eclat  to  Iny  son's  entranco 
inio  life,  to  replenish  with  my  treasures  the  empty  coffers  of 
Fiance,  and  thus  to  furnish  what  at  this  period  seemed  to 
be  the  main  spring  upon  which  the  fortune  of  war  depended. 
With  the  advantages  I  could  afford  him,  the  career  of 
.'Charles  could  not  fail  to  be  rapid  and  illustrious,  and  he 
:^oald  undoubtedly  obtain  the  staff  of  oonstable  of  France, 
tie  possessor  of  which,  Montmorency,  was  now  in  disgrace. 
1  would  marry  my  daughters  to  suiji  of  the  young  nobility 
as  I  should  find  most  distinguished  in  talents  and  spodess 
in  character.    When,  by  the  death  of  her  I  most  loved,  my 
aflections  should  be  weaned  from  my  country,  and  the  scenes 
to  which  I  had  been  accustomed  were  rendered  painful  and 
distressing,  I  would  then  set  out  upon  my  travels.    I  would 
tt^yeL  with  such  splendour  and  profusion  of  expense  (for 
this,  though  mortified  in  me  by  a  reverse  of  many  years' 
dmation,  continued  to  be  the  foible  of  my  heart)  as  should 
BUfpraede  the  necessity  of  letters  of  recommendation,  and 
secure  me  a  favourable  reception  wherever  I  appeared.     I 
miglit  spend  a  life,  in  a  manner,  in  every  country  that  was 
fortipate  enough  to  allure  my  stay,  spreading  improvements, 
dispensing  blessings,  and  causing  all  distress  and  calamity 
to  varish  from  before  me. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

My  mind  was  occupied  in  these  vod  similar  rcTeries  for 
several  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  stranger.  My  wife  and 
duldren  had  hoped>  after  that  event,  that  I  should  have 
veturDed  to  the  hahita  which  had  pervaded  the  last  six  yean 
of  my  eKiatence,  and  which  they  had  felt  so  eminently  prcw 
ductive  of  gratification  uid  detight.  In  this  hope  they 
found  themsdves  deceived.  My  domestic  character  wa^ 
for  the  preset  at  least,  wholly  destroyed.  I  had  a  sul^jecfe 
of  contempllation  that  did  not  admit  of  a  partaker,  and  fron 
ihia  sulgect  I  could  not  withdraw  my  thoughts,  so  mmch  $8 
for  an  instant.  I  had  no  pleaaure  hut  in  that  retiremect, 
where  I  could  be  unseen  and  unheard  by  any  human  eyecw 
ear.  If  at  luiy  time  I  was  compelled  to  join  the  domeade 
circle,  I  despatched  the  occasiiHi  that  brought  me  there  al 
speedily  as  possible ;  and  even  while  I  remained  in  it,  wad 
silent  and  absent,  engrossed  with  my  own  contemplatioiiSi 
and  heedless  and  unobservant  of  every  thing  around  me. 

My  abstracticm  was  not  however  so  entire  as  to  prevent 
me  from  sometimes  stealing,  in  a  sort  of  momentary  intevi 
regnum  of  thought,  in  that  pause  where  the  mind  ress 
upon  the  diain  already  passed  over,  and  seems  passively  m> 
wait  for  the  sequd,  a  glance  at  my  family.  I  looked  it 
them  without  knowing  what  it  was  that  I  did,  and  witfaoijb 
the  intention  to  notice  what  I  saw.  Yet,  even  in  this  ataier 
of  mental  abstraction,  visiUe  objects  will  sometimes  si^«> 
eeed  in  making  their  impression.  I  perceived  that  my  wtfe 
and  children  suffered  from  my  behaviour.  I  remarked  a 
general  air  of  disconsolatoiess,  and  a  mild  unexpostulaing 
submission,  to  what  nevertheless  the  heart  deeply  depleted. 
They  did  not  presume  to  interrupt  me ;  they  did  nc^  by 
prying  and  inquiaitive  speeches  attempt  to  extort  fron  me 
the  secret  of  the  alteration  they  saw ;  but  it  was  manifest 
they  conceived  some  great  and  radical  calamity  had  penned 
the  heart  of  our  domestic  joy. 

It  was  these  symptoms  thus  remarked  by  me,  th^t  first 
roused  me  from  the  inebriation  of  my  new  conditjbn.     I 
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W88  compelled  to  suspect  that^  while  I  revelled  in  Vffilons  of 
foture  enjoyment^  I  was  inflicting  severe  and  unmerited 
puns  on  those  I  loved^  It  was  Mcessaify^  if  I  valued  their 
happiness^  l^at  I  should  descend  from  die  clouds  of  spe- 
didation  and  fancy^  and  enter  upon  the  world  of  realities. 

But  here  I  §rst  fbund  a  difficulty  to  whieh^  during  the 
veign  of  my  intoxication^  I  had  been  utterly  insensible.  I 
Was  rich ;  J  coidd  raise  my  fsmily^  as  far  as  the  power  of 
tteiiey  extended^ — money^  which  may  in  some  sense  be  styled 
the  empress  of  the  worlds  -^  to  what  heights  I  pleased.  I 
had  hitherto  committed  the  faulty  so  common  to  projectors^ 
of  looking  only  to  ultimate  objects  and  great  resting  places^ 
and  neglecting  to  consider  the  steps  between.  This  was  an 
omission  of  high  importance.  Every  thing  in  the  world 
ii  conducted  by  gradual  process.  This  seems  to  be  the 
great  inindpie  of  harmony  in  the  universe.  Nothing  is 
abrupt;  one  thing  is  so  blended  and  softened  into  another^ 
&at  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  former  ends  and  the 
hitter  begins. 

This  remark  is  fully  applicable  to  the  situation  which  was 
now  before  me.  Yesterday  I  was  poor ;  to-day  I  was  pos* 
sassor  of  treasures  inexhaustible.  How  was  this  alteration 
to  be  announced  ?  To  dissipate  the  revenues  of  princes^ 
to  purchase  immense  estates^  to  launch  into  costly  establish- 
ments^ are  tasks  to  which  the  most  vulgar  mind  is  equal. 
But  no  man  stands  alone  in  the  worlds  without  all  trace  of 
what  he  has  been^  and  with  no  one  near^  that  thinks  him^ 
self  entitled  to  scrutinise  his  proceedings  and  his  condition. 
Least  of  all  was  this  my  case.  I  was  bound  to  certain 
odier  persons  by  the  most  sacred  obligations ;  I  could  not 
s^arate  myself  from  them ;  I  could  not  render  myself  a 
mere  enigma  in  their  eyes ;  though^  in  the  language  of  the 
worlds  tlie  head  of  my  family^  they  were  my  natural  censors 
and  judges.  I  was  accountable  to  them  for  my  conduct ;  it 
was  my  duty^  paramount  to  all  other  duties^  to  stand  as  a 
fair^  upright;  and  honourable  character  in  their  estimation. 

If  these  remarks  be  true  taken  in  a  general  view^  they 
are  much  more  so  when  applied  to  my  particular  case* 
There  are  men  who  Uve  ih  the  midst  of  their  iamW\e^>c^^ 
itf  eastern  despot  $urrounded  with  his  subjects.    T\ift^  «t^ 
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JBomething  too  sacred  to  be  approached ;  their  condnet  is  not 
to  be  reasoned  upon ;  the  amount  of  their  receipts  and  dis*- 
borsements  is  not  to  be  inspected ;  their  resources  are  vutm 
known ;  no  (me  must  say  to  them.  What  dost  thou  ?  or, 
why  hast  thou  thus  conducted  thysdf  ?  Even  these  peEreonii 
will  not  escape  the  tax  to  which  all  men  are  liable.  Thej 
cannot  kill  the  general  spirit  of  enquiry  ;  the  mystery  in 
which  they  wrap  themselyes  will  often  serve  as  an  addidoraal 
stimulus;  they  will  finally  eneounter  the  judgment  and 
verdict  of  all.  For  myself^,  I  had  lived  in  the  midst  of  my 
family  upon  a  system  of  paternal  and  amicable  c(»nmeroe. 
I  had  suffered  too  deepij  from  a  momentary  season  #f 
separation  and  mystery,  not  to  have  been  induced  to  rO 
nounce  it  decisively  and  for  ever. 

Firm,  however,  as  I  had  imagined  my  renunciation  to 
have  been,  I  was  now  thrown  back  upon  what  I  had  most 
avoided.  I  had  a  secret  source  of  advantage;,  the  efilbcts  of 
which  were  to  be  participated  by  those  I  loved,  while  the 
spring  was  to' remain  for  ever  unknown.  What  I  most 
soi^ht  upon  this  occasion,  was,  ^at  my  family  should 
share  my  good  fortune,  and  at  the  same  time  be  prevailed 
from  so  much  as  suspecting  that  there  was  any  ddng  mys- 
terious connected  widi  it.  To  effect  this,  I  presently  009* 
eeived  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  sacrifice  the  sodden 
and  instantaneous  prosperity  I  had  proposed  to  myself,  and 
introduce  the  reverse  of  our  condition  by  slow^  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  insensible  degrees. 

One  thing  on  which  I  determined,  preparatory  to  the 
other  measures  I  had  in  view,  was  to  remove  from  my  pre. 
sent  habitation,  and  take  up  my  residence  for  a  time  in  tlie 
dty  of  Constance.  In  the  cottage  of  the  mountains  it  was 
impossible  to  make  any  material  alteration  in  my  establish, 
ment.  My  property  was  of  the  narrowest  extent;  nor 
would  it  be  easily  practicable  in  a  country,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were  accustomed  to  a  humble  allotment,  oon- 
riderably  to  enlarge  it.  My  house  was  frugal,  if  not  mean; 
and,  imless  it  were  first  pulled  down  and  built  over  again, 
i^e  idea  of  introducing  servants,  equipage,  or  splendour  into 
it,  would  be  absurd.  My  design  was  not  to  make  a  long 
abode  where  I  now  was ;  but,  as  soon  as  my  family  should 
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be  sofficientlj  prepared  for  the  trandtioii^  to  return  to  my 
BUtive  oountiy.  I  believed  in  the  mean  time^  that,  in  the 
eapitalof  the  lushopric^  where  my  name  was  scarcely  re- 
jnembered  by  a  single  individual  J  should  be  more  at 
^berty  to  proceed  as  circumstances  suggested,  than  in  my 
pteseat  rural  situation,  where  every  neighbour  regarded 
himadf  as  vested  with  a  sort  of  inquisitorial  power  over  all 
arcmnd  him. 

To  acomnt  for  this  measure  to  my  family,  I  felt  it  in- 
^mbent  on  me  to  confess  to  them  a  certain  pecuniary  ac- 
quisition. The  story  that  most  readily  su^ested  itself,  was 
&at  of  the  stranger  having  left  behind  him  a  certain  sum 
of  which  he  made  a  donation  to  me.  This,  though  in  the 
plain  and  direct  sense  of  the  terms  it  were  false,  yet  in  its 
spirit  bore  a  certain  resemblance  to  the  truth ;  and,  with 
Aat  resemblance,  in  spite  of  the  rigid  adherence  to  veracity, 
&at  first  ornament  of  a  gentleman,  that  most  essential  pre- 
requisite to  die  r^ard  and  affection  of  others^  which  I  had 
hitherto  maintained,  I  was  induced  to  content  myself. 
What  could  I  do  ?  I  was  compelled  to  account  for  appear- 
ances ;  I  was  forbidden  by  the  most  solemn  injunctions  to 
unfold  the  truth.  I  should  indeed  have  fdt  little  compk^ 
eence  in  the  disclosure;  I  should  have  been  reluctant  to 
aanottnce  a  circumstance  which,  as  I  began  to  feel,  intro- 
dsced  a  permanent  difference  and  separation  between  me 
and  my  family. 

The  sum  at  which  I  fixed  the  l^;acy  of  the  stranger  was 
^ee  thousand  crowns.  I  was  not  inattentive  to  the  future  ; 
I  should  have  been  glad,  by  my  present  account,  to  have 
"fomished  a  more  ample  solution  for  drcnmstanoeB  which 
saight  occur  hereafter.  But  some  regard  was  due  to  pro- 
bability. An  imknowQ,  a  solitary  man,  ln*oken  witii  age, 
^o  arrived  on  fbot,  and  who  declined  all  aid  and  attend- 
a]ice>  must  not  be  represented  as  possessing  mines  of  trea- 
sure. 

I    It  was  some  time  before  I  could  prevail  on  myself  to 
break  my  story  to  the  inhabitants  of  my  cottage.     As  the 
"time  approached  when  I  was  to  bid  an  everlasting  farewell 
$0  rural  obscurity  and  a  humble  station,  1^7  oecsixi^  Xs^ 
^Mdaai  tbemaelvea  in  new  charms.     I  was  UVe  iQcie  «o^  ^'i  ^ 
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king,  who  had  hitherto  heen  told  hy  his  attendants  that  he 
was  a  mere  villager^  and  who^  while  his  you&ful  ima^ii^ 
ation  is  dazzled  by  the  splendour  that  awaits  him^  yet  lookft 
1;>ack  with  a  wistful  eye  upon  his  mirthful  sports^  his  itn^ 
mer  companions^  and  the  simple  charms  of  her  *who  first 
obtfuned  his  guileless  love.  I  announced  my  acquisition^ 
and  my  purpose  with  a  faltering  tongue  ai^l  a  beating 
heart. 

I  could  perceive  that  my  tale  produced  few  emotions  of 
pleasure  in  those  who  heard  it.  Julia  and  her  moth»> 
espcciaUy^  were  warmly  attached  to  their  retirement ;  and 
the  scenes  which  had  witnessed  so  many  pleasurable  inci- 
daits  and  emotions.  Chagrin,  in  ^ite  of  themselves^  made^ 
a  transient  abode  upon  thdr  countenances ;  but  the  ume- 
aisting  mildness  of  the  one^  and  the  consid^ate  attachment 
of  the  other,  prevented,  for  the  present^  th&x  sensatiooa 
from  breaking  out  into  words.  The  feelings,  however^ 
that  they  consigned  to  silence,  did  not  entirely  escape  the 
notice  of  the  lively  little  Marguerite.  She  sympathised 
with  them^  {M^obably  without  being  aware  that  they  were 
sad.  She  came  towards  me,  and,  with  mudi  anxiety  in 
her  enquiring  face,  asked  why  we  must  go  away  from  the 
cottage?  If  I  had  got  some  money  I  might  go  to  tha 
town,  and  buy  sweetmeats,  and  ribands,  and  new  clothes^ 

**  and  a  hundred  more  pretty  things,  and  hring  them  •  home* 
For  her  part,  she  should  be  better  pleased  to  put  on  h&t 
finery,  and  make  her  feast  in  the  pretty  old  summer-house, 
BOW  she  was  again  permitted  to  go  and  play  in  it,  than  in 
a  palace  all  stuck  over  with  emeralds  and  rubies.  Her 
mother  wiped  away  a  tear  at  the  innocent  speech  of  her 
darling,  kissed  her,  and  Ind  her  go  and  feed  the  hen  and 
her  chickens.  Charles  was  the  only  one  in  whom  I  could 
observe  any  pleasure  at  my  intelligence.  He  was  not  a« 
yet  skilful  enough  to  calculate  the  advantages  that  three 
thousand  crowns  could  purchase.  But  I  could  see  joy 
sparkle  in  his  eyes^  as  I  announced  my  intention  of  bidding 
adieu  to  retirement,  and  taking  up  my  rest  in  the  capital  of 
the  district.  His  veins  swelled  with  the  blood  of  his  an-^ 
castors;  Ju>inind  was  inured  to  the  contemplation  of  thoir 

prowess.    Aiready  sixteen  yeaxs  oi  ^e,  V  \»^  tftS5»<k| 
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ixirned  to  go  forth  into  the  worlds  to  behold  the  mannen 
e(  his  species,  and  to  establish  for  himself  a  claim  to  some 
rank  in  their  estimation.  He  had  pined  in  thought  at  the 
mediocrity  of  our  circumstances,  and  the  apparent  impossi- 
iniity  of  emerging ;  for  he  regarded  the  duty  of  contributing 
his  laboor  to  the  subsistence  of  the  family,  as  the  first  of 
all  obligstiiHis ;  and  the  more  the  bent  of  his  spirit  struggled 
against  it,  the  more  resolutely  he  set  himself  to  comply. 

The  rest  of  the  family  were  no  sooner  retired,  than  Mar- 
guerite, finding  in  what  I  had  just  announced  to  all,  tan 
occasion  from  the  use  of  which  she  could  not  excuse  her- 
self, took  this  opportunity  of  unburthening  the  grief  which 
had  long  been  accumulating  in  her  mind. 

'^  St.  Leon,"  said  she,  "  listen  kindly  to  what  I  am  going 
to  say  to  you,  and  assure  yourself  that  I  am  actuated  by 
no  spleen,  resentment,  or  ill-humour,  but  by  the  truest 
afiection.  I  perceive  I  have  lost,  in  your  apprehension, 
the  right  of  advising  you.  I  am  no  longer  the  partner 
of  your  counsels;  I  am  no  longer  the  confident  of  your 
thoughts.  You  communicate  nothing  but  what  you  can-^ 
not  suppress ;  and  that  you  communicate  to  your  whole 
family  assembled.  Heaven  knows  how  dear  ta  me  is  every 
individual  of  that  family  !  but  my  love  for  them  does  not 
hide  from  me  what  is  due  to  myself.  I  know  that  a  hus- 
band, who  felt  as  a  husband  ought,  and,  give  me  leave  to 
say,  as  I  have  deserved  you  should  feel  towards  me,  could 
not  act  as  you  have  acted  to-night. 

"  You  must  excuse  my  reminding  you  of  some  things 
which  you  seem  to  have  forgotten.  I  would  not  mention 
them,  if  they  had  not  been  forgotten  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  remembered.  I  have  lived  seventeen  years  with 
you ;  my  whole  study  had  been  your  advantage  and  plea- 
sure. Have  you  any  thing  to  reproach  me  with  ?  Point 
out  to  me,  if  in  any  thing  I  could  have  added  to  your 
pleasure,  and  have  neglected' it  I  What  I  hav6  done,  has  not 
been  the  ceremonious  discharge  of  a  duty  ;  it  has  been  the 
pure  emanation  of  an  attachment  that  knew  no  bounds.  I 
have  passed  with  you  thrdugh  good  fortune  and  ill  fortune. 
Wlien  we  were  rich^  I  entered  with  my  wVioleView^. m\a  ^w» 
pleasures^  because  tbey  were  yours.     Wlaen  vie  vjcte  '^at  ^A. 
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endured  every  hard^iip  without  a  murmur ;  I  watched  by 
you^  I  consoled  you^  I  reconciled  you  to  yourself.  I  oBf 
not  mean  to  make  a  merit  of  all  this :  no !  Reginald !  I' 
could  not  have  acted  otherwise  if  I  would. 

'^  Do  me  the  justice  to  recollect^  that  I  haf  e  not  been  a- 
complaining  or  irritable  companion.  In  all  our  adversitiM^' 
in  the  loss  of  fortune^  and  die  bitter  consequences  oi  thai 
loss,  I  nerer  uttered  a  reproachful  word.  What  poyerty> 
sorrow^  hunger  and  famine  never  extorted  from  me,  yoU 
have  at  length  wrung  from  my  bleeding  heart.  St.  Leon !; 
I  have  known  your  bosom-thoughts.  In  no  former  instand^ 
has  your  affecdon  or  your  confidence  been  alienated  from 
me ;  and  that  consoled  me  for  all  die  rest.  But  now^  fyt, 
three  months,  the  case  has  been  entirely  altered.  You  ha^ 
during  all  that  time  been  busy,  pensive,  and  agitated ;  but 
I  have  been  as  much  a  stranger  to  your  meditations  as  if 
I  had  never  been  accustomed  to  be  dieir  depository.  You 
have  not  scrupled  to  inflict  a  wound  upon  me  diat  no 
subsequent  dumge  will  ever  be  able  to  cicatrise.  Nor  in*^' 
deed  do  I  see  any  Ukelihood  of  a  change.  You  announca 
our  removal  to  Constance ;  what  we  are  to  do  next,  vAfk 
what  views,  or  for  what  purpose,  I  am  ignorant. 

"  I  have  made  my  election.     My  heart  is  formed  fst 
aflfection,  and  must  always  feel  an  uneasy  vdd  and  des6- 
lation  without  it.     If  you  had  thus  robbed  me  of  your 
attachment  in  an  early  period  of  our  intercourse,  I  Imow 
not  upon  what  ejctremity  my  disa^qpc^ntment  imd  anguish 
might  have  driven  me.     They  are  harder  to  bear  noW;. 
but  I  submit     It  is  too  late  Cither  for  relief  or  remedy* 
What  remains  of  my  powers  and  my  strength  I  owe  to  my' 
children.    I  will  not  seduce  them  from  their  father.    They - 
may  be  benefited  by  his  purse  or  his  understanding,  diough) 
like  me,  they  should  be  deprived  of  his  afiection.     You 
may  be  their  friend  when  I  am  no  more.     I  feel  thai  thii»' 
will  not  last  long.     I  feel  that  the  main  link  that  bound 
me  to  existence  cannot  be  snapped,  and  thus  snapped  hf' 
unMndness  worse  than  death,  without  promising  soon  to- 
put  a  period  to  my  miseries,    f  shall  be  your  victim  in 
death,  after  having  devoted  my  life  to  you,  in  a  way  hf 
which  few  women  were  ever  devoted  \q  '^^\sqs^s9B^^ 
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'^  But  this  is  not  what  I  purposed  chiefly  to  say.  This  is 
whttt  my  sitoatioii  and  my  feelings  have  unwillingly  wrung 
^m  1X10.  Though  you  have  injured  me  in  the  tenderest 
pointy  I  still  recollect  what  you  were  to  me.  I  still  fed 
de^y  interested  in  your  welfure^  and  the  fair  fame  you  are 
to  Oaawmit  to  your  children.  I  entreat  you  then  to  reflect 
dss^Y,  before  you  ^oceed  further.  You  seem  to  me  to 
stand  upon  a  precipice  ;  nor  do  the  alteration  that  has  taken 
plaoe  in  your  manners,  and  the  revolution  of  your  hearty 
lead  me  to  augur  fiivourably  of  the  plans  you  have  formed. 
WhtiX  is  this  stranger  ?  Whence  came  he  ?  Why  did  he 
lude  himself^  and  why  was  he  pmrsued  by  the  officers  of 
justice  ?  Had  he  no  relations  ?  Was  his  bequest  of  the 
sum  he  had  about  him  his  own  act^  and  who  is  the  witness 
to  its  del3)erateness  or  its  freedom  ?  You  must  not  think 
that  the  world  is  inattentire  to  the  acticms  of  men  or  their 
circomstancei ;  if  it  were>  the  fame  we  prize  would  be  an 
en^ty  bauble.  No^  sir^  a  fair  fame  can  only  be  secured  by 
unequiyocal  proceedings.  What  will^  what  can^  be  thought 
0^  your  giving  shelter  to  an  unknown^  a  man  accused  of 
cciiiies,a  man  never  beheld  even  by  an  individual  of  your. own 
family^  and  upon  the  strength  of  whose  alleged  bequest 
yon  axe  about  to  change  the  whole  mode  of  your  life  ? 

^^  Nor,  R^ginald^  must  you  think  me  credulous  enough  to 
imiig^ne  that  you  have  now  disclosed  the  whole  or  the  pre- 
cise truth.  Three  thousand  crowns  is  not  a  sum  suffideut 
to  account  for  what  yo^  propose^  for  the  loi^  agitation  of 
your  thoughts,  or  for  the  change  of  diaraeter  you  have  sus* 
tained.  You  must  either  be  totally  deprived  of  rational 
judgment,  or  there  must  be  something  behind,  that  ydu 
have  not  communicated.  What  do  you  putpose  in  going 
to  reside  in  the  midst  of  a  dty  foreign  to  the  manners  of 
a  Frenchman,  distracted  with  internal  broils,  and  embit.> 
teied  to  us  by  the  irecoQeetxcfn.  of  the  extremities  we  person- 
afiy  suffered  in  it  ?  Is  your  ambition  sunk  so  low,  that  it 
can  be  gpratified  by  such  a  transition  ?  No ;  you  mean  more 
than  you  have  announced;  you  mean  something  you  are 
unfrilling  to  dedare.  Consider*  that  meaning  well  I  Put 
me  out  ^  the  question  !  I  am  notiiing,  and  no  longer  de- 
sire to  be  any  thing.    But  do  <not  involve  yourself  in  in-< 
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<lelible  disgrace,  or  entail  upon  your  memory  the  curses  of 
your  children  !" 

What  a  distress  yfas  mine^  who,  in  return  to  so  gensrens 
and  noble  an  expostidation,  couid  impart  no  confid^ice>  and 
indulge  no  sincerity  !  I  felt  a  misery,  of  fwhieh,  till  ibis 
hour^  I  had  been  unable  to  form  a  conception.  Fooi^nt 
•I  was,  I  had  imagined  that^  when  endimred  with  the  be- 
quests of  the  stranger,  no  further  evil  could  ap^^ach  me ! 
I  had,  in  my  Tisionary  mood,  created  castles  and  palaces, 
and  expatiated  in  the  most  distant  futurity  !  and  here  I 
was,  stopped  and  disappointed  at  the  threshold,  in  the  Tsry 
first  step  of  my  proceedings.  What  I  could  however  I 
did  ;  I  poured  forth  to  Marguerite,  not  the  secrets  of  my 
•  imderstanding,  but  the  overpowering  emotions  of  my  senl 

^'  Best,  most  adorable  of  women  !  '*  cried  I,  ^^  how  you 
rend  my  heart  with  the  nobleness  of  your  remonstrances! 
Never  was  man  blessed  with  a  partner  so  accomplished  jead 
exemplary  as  I  have  been  !  Do  you  think  your  merits  can 
ever  be  obliterated  from  my  memory  ?  Do  you  think  the 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  admiration  can  ever  be  weakened 
in  my  bosom,  or  that  the  strength  and  singleness  of  my  at- 
tachment can  suffer  decay  ?  Bear  me  witness^  Heaven  !  I 
know  no  creature  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  ean  enter 
into  competition  with  you ;  there  is  not  the  thing  in  nature 
diat  I  prize  in  comparison.  I  love  you  a  thousand  times 
better  than  myself^  and  would  die  with  joy  to  purchase 
your  ease  and  satisfaction.  I  can  never  repay  the  benefits 
you  have  conferred  on  me ;  I  can  never  rise  to  an  equality 
with  you. 

'-  What  anguish  then  do  you  inflict  upon  me,  when  you 
talk  of  becoming  the  victim  of  my  unkindness  ?  Believe 
you  I  can  endure,  after  having  dissipated  your  patrimony 
and  drawn  you  with  me  into  exile,  after  having  experienced 
from  you  a  tenderness  such  as  man  never  in  any  other  in- 
stance obtained  from  woman,  to  entertain  the  idea  of  esi^ 
bittoing  the  remainder  of  your  life,  and  shortening  your 
existence  ?  I  should  regard  mysdf  as  the  most  execrable  of 
monsters.  I  could  not  live  imder  the  recollection  pf  ao 
unheard-of  a  guilt.  If  you  would  not  have  me  abhor  my- 
self and  curse  existence,  live,  confide  in  me,  and  be  happy ! 
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**  Oh^  Margaerite !  how  wretched  and  pidable  is  my 
ntuation  !  Make  some  allowance  for  me !  I  have  a  secret 
that  I  would  give  worlds  to  utter^  hut  dare  not  Do  not 
imagine  that  there  is^  or  can  he,  any  decay  in  my  affection  I 
Confide  in  me!  Allow  to  necessity,  what  never,  never 
could  be  the  result  of  choice !  In  all  things  else,  you  shall 
Jmow  my  inmost  heart,  as  you  possess  the  houndless  and 
unalterable  affections  of  my  soul." 

Marguerite  was  somewhat,  hut  not  wholly,  soothed  by 
the  earnestness  of  my  protestations.  She  saw,  for  the  pre- 
science of  the  heart  is  never  deceived,  that  a  Uow  was 
given  to  the  entireness  of  our  affection,  from  which  it  would 
never  recover.  She  felt,  for  in  truth  and  delicacy  of  senti- 
ment she  was  much  my  superior,  that  the  reserve,  in  which 
I  persisted,  and  for  which  I  deprecated  excuse,  might  he 
sufficiently  consistent  with  a  vulgar  attachment,  hut  would 
totally  change  the  -nature  of  ours.  She  was  aware  that  it 
related  to  no  ordinary  point,  that  it  formed  the  pole-star  of 
my  conduct,  that  it  must  present  itself  afresh  from  day  to 
day,  and  that  in  its  operation  it  amounted  to  a  divorce  of 
the  heart.  She  submitted  however,  and  endeavoured  to 
appear  cheerful.  Though  she  felt  the  worm  of  sorrow 
gnawing  her  vitals,  she  was  unwilling  to  occasion  me  an 
uneasiness  it  was  in  her  power  to  withhold.  She  was  struck 
with  the  consistency  and  determination  of  my  resistance, 
and  expostulated  no  more. 

We  went  to  Constance.  We  bade  adieu  to  the  scene  of 
a  six  years'  happiness,  such  as  the  earth  has  seldom  wit- 
nessed. I  alone  had  occasioned  some  imperfection  in  that 
happiness.  There  were  times  indeed  when,  sitting  in 
affectionate  communion  with  my  wife,  and  surrounded  by 
my  children,  my  sensations  had  been  as  delicious  as  the 
state  of  human  existence  ever  had  to  boast.  I  felt  my 
heart  expand;  I  was  conscious  to  the  unreserved  union 
that  subsisted  among  us ;  I  felt  myself  identified  with  all 
that  I  loved,  and  all  for  whom  my  heart  was  anxious.  But 
the  curse  entailed  upon  me  from  the  earliest  period  to 
which  my  memory  can  reach,  operated  even  in  the  cottage 
cf  the  lake.  I  was  not  formed  to  enjoy  a  scene  of  pastoral 
limplicity.     Ambition  still  haunted  me;    an  uneasiness, 
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scarcely  defined  in  its  object^  from  time  to  time  recurred  to 
my  mind.  If  I  thought  I  wanted  nothing  for  myself,  I 
deemed  a  career  of  honour  due  to  my  children.  Again^ 
when  I  regarded  hcmour  as  an  empty  phantom^  and  per- 
suaded myself  that  all  conditions  of  Ufe  were  intrinsicalljr 
equal,  I  recollected  the  fearful  scene  where  hunger  and  de- 
struction had  himg  over  us  in  Constance,  and  in  imagina- 
tion often  pictured  to  myself  that  scene  as  on  the  point  of 
being  renewed.  The  sword  of  the  demon,  famine,  seemed 
to  my  disturbed  apprehension  to  be  suspended  over  us  by  a 
hair.  Such  had  been  the  draught  of  bitterness  that  occa- 
sionally  detracted  from  this  most  enviable,  as  in  retrospect 
I  am  willing  to  denominate  it,  period  of  my  existence. 

We  quitted  our  rural  retreat,  and  took  up  our  abode  in 
a  prosperous  mercantile  dty.  I  hired  commodious  apart- 
ments in  one  of  the  grand  squares,  not  far  from  the  spot 
where  the  fairs  are  usually  held.  Undoubtedly  there  was 
nothing  in  this  residence  very  congenial  to  the  bent  of  my 
disposition,  or  the  projects  that  fermented  in  my  mind.  I 
had  merely  chosen  it  by  way  of  interval,  and  to  soften  liie 
transition  from  what  I  had  been,  to  what  I  purposed  to  be. 
In  the  multitude  of  irresolute  thoughts  with  which  I  la- 
boured, the  small  distance  of  Constance  from  ike  coUage  of 
the  lake,  made  me  feel  as  if  the  removal  thither  was  one  of 
the  gentlest  and  most  moderate  measures  to  which  I  could 
have  recourse. 

I  had  nev^  been  less  happy  and  at  peace  widi  myself  than 
I  was  now.  From  general  society  and  the  ordinary  inter* 
course  of  acquaintance  I  had  long  been  estranged,  and  it 
was  in  vain  ^at  I  endeavoured  to  return  to  habits  of  that 
sort.  The  society  whidi  the  city  of  Constance  a£K>rded  faai 
few  charms  for  me.  It  had  no  pretensions  to  the  polite- 
ness, the  elegance,  the  learning  or  the  genius,  aif  intercourse 
with  whk^  had  anee  been  familiar  to  me.  It  scaredy 
eontalned  within  its  walls  any  but  such  as  were  ocaipied  is 
merchandise  or  manufacture.  The  attention  of  its  inhabit* 
ants  were  divided  hetmem  these  objects,  and  the  en^oadu 
ments  which  w^e  making  upon^Hie  ancient  religion  by  the 
Confession  of  Augsburg  and  ^e  dogmas  of'  Calvin^  TIm 
xa^jonty  of  the  i^abitaata  were  ^xoXeatuoXx^  \  »eA»  ^  l«?i 
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yean  before^  they  had  expelled  their  bishop  and  the  canons 
of  their  cathedrid.  Having  however  miscarried  in  a  reli<« 
giOQs  war  into  which  they  had  entered^  these  dignitaries 
liad  been  reinstalled  in  their  functions  and  emoluments. 
The  situation  thus  produced  was  mi  unnatural  one ;  and  a 
fitorm  was  evidently  brewing  more  violent  than  any  which 
the  dty  had  yet  sustained.  The  gloomy  temper  and  melffii- 
dioly  austerity  of  the  reformers  were  as  little  congenial  to 
my  temper^  as  the  sordid  ignorance  and  selfishness  of  the 
trading  spirit  of  the  community. 

I  therefore  lived  in  a  state  of  seclusicm.  I  endeavoured 
to  seek  amusement  in  such  novelties  and  occupations  as 
might  present  themselves  to  a  person  disengaged  from  the 
genial  v(»-tex.  But^  if  die  distinguished  sphere  in  which 
I  had  once  moved  disqualified  me  fcnr  taking  an  interest  in 
these  puerilities,  the  anticipations  in  which  I  indulged  of 
the  future  disqualified  me  still  more.  My  domestic  scene 
too  no  longer  afforded  me  the  consolatifm  and  relief  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  derive  from  it.  Marguerite  exerted 
herself  to  appear  cheerful  and  contented ;  but  it  was  «a 
exertion.  I  began  to  fear  that  the  arrow  of  disappointm^t 
had  indeed  struck  her  to  the  heart.  I  was  anxiously  occu-i 
pied  in  considering  what  I  was  to  do  next.  I  hoped  that 
our  next  step  might  operate  to  revive  her  gaiety,  and  by 
additional  splendour  amuse  her  solicitude.  I  began  A  fear 
that  I  had  taken  a  wrong  method,  and  entered  the  career  of 
a  better  fortune  with  too  much  caution  and  timidity.  At 
all  events  I  fdt  that  we  no  longer  lived  together  as  we  had 
done.  Thore  was  no  more  (^ning  of  the  heart  between  i^, 
BO  more  infantine  guilelessness  and  sincerity,  no  more  of 
tet  unappicihensive  exposure  of  every  thought  of  the  soul^ 
that  adds  the  purest  zest  to  the  pleasures  of  domestic  life. 
We  stood  in  awe  of  each  other ;  each  was  to  the  other  in 
some  degree  an  intrusive  and  unwelccHcae  spy  upon  what 
was  secretly  passing  in  the  mind.  There  may  be  persons 
who  regfod  this  as  an  evU  very  capal^  of  being  endured; 
b«t  ihey  must  be  such  as  nevec  knew  the  domestic  joys  I 
OBoe  experienced.  The  fall  from  ob«  oi  these  ccmdidons  of 
li£e  to  the  other  was  too  bitter. 


180  TR4TBL8  OF  ST.  LEON. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Anxious  to  divert  my  thoughts  from  what  I  hoped  wss  onlf 
a  tefnporary  evil,  I  determined,  accompanied  by  Charlesyto 
make  a  tour  of  some  of  the  cities  of  Germimy.  Diesdai 
was  the  capital  to  which  I  was  most  desirous  of  conducting 
him.  Maurice,  duke  of  Saxony,  who  hdd  his  court  there, 
and  who  was  now  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was  in- 
comparably the  most  accomplished  ^nce  of  the  empire. 
Desirous  as  I  was  that  my  only  son  should  M  a  distinguished 
career,  I  thought  I  could  not  better  prepare  him  for  the 
theatre  of  his  native  country,  than  by  thus  initiating  him 
beforehand  in  scenes  of  distinction  and  greatness. 

He  was  delighted  with  his  tour.  We  had  not  proceeded 
many  leagues  from  Constance,  before,  indul^ng  in  the  bent 
of  my  mind,  I  laid  aside  the  humbleness  of  our  appearance 
and  the  obscure  style  in  whidi  we  travelled ;  and  having 
procured  a  numerous  cavalcade  of  horses  and  servants,  I  set 
forward  with  considerable  magnificence.  We  passed  throu^ 
Munich,  Ratisbon,  and  Prague.  At  Munich  we  found  the 
court  of  the  elector  palatine;  the  diet  of  the  empire  was 
sitting  at  Ratisbon,  when  we  arrived  at  that  city.  Charles 
had  been  almost  entirely  a  stranger  to  every  thing  {Hincely 
atid  magnificent  from  the  time  he  was  nine  years  of  age ; 
and  he  was  now  exactly  at  that  period  of  human  life  whea 
external  appearances  are  apt  to  make  the  strongest  impression. 
To  him  every  thing  that  occurred  seemed  like  transportation 
into  a  new  world.  The  figure  we  made  procured  us,  as 
strangers,  unquestioned  admission  into  every  circle.  We 
mixed  with  prmces,  ourselves  in  garb  and  figure  con^ 
founded  with  those  we  saw.  I  had  lived  too  much  and  too 
long  in  the  most  splendid  society,  to  find  difficulty  in  re- 
suming the  unembarrassed  and  courtly  manners  whidi  I  had 
for  years  laid  aside;  and  Charles  might  be  said  to  see  his 
father  in  a  new  character.  Novelty  prompted  his  admin^' 
a'on;  be  was  intoxicated  wiib.  Y^on^ex.    ^y&  ^v^mtion 
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had  always  led  him  to  bold  and  adventurous  conceptions ; 
nothing  less  than  an  imperious  sense  of'  duty  could  have  re- 
strained him  from  quitting  our  cottage^  and  casting  himseiC 
upon  the  world  in  search  of  honour  and  distinction.  His 
generous  heart  had  l^at  to  burst  away  from  the  obscurity 
of  his  station  ;  and  it  was  with  impatience  and  discontent 
&at  he  looked  forward  to  the  life  of  a  swain.  Yet  he  knew 
not  how  to  break  through  the  obstacles  that  confined  him. 
It  was  therefore  with  transports  of  pleasure  that  he  saw 
them  vanishing  as  of  themselves^  and  the  career  of  glory 
ope&ing^  as  if  by  enchantment,  to  his  eager  steps. 

The  court  of  Dresden  was  infinitely  more  delightful  to 
lum  than  the  court  of  Munich^  or  the  imperial  display  at 
Ratisbon.  Uerie  Charles  saw  a  young  prince  in  the  flower 
of  his  age^  whose  talents  and  spirit  rendered  him  the  uni- 
versal object  of  attention  and  iidoration.  He  remarked,  in 
the  fire  of  his  eyes,  the  vivacity  of  his  gestures,  and  the 
gnmdenr  of  his  port,  something  inexpressibly  difierent  from 
those  princes,  of  .whom  it  is  necessary  that  their  rank  should 
be  announced  to  you  by  some  extrinsic  circumstance,  that 
you  may  not  mistake  them  for  a  merchant's  derk  or  a  dty 
magistrate.  The  sentiment  that  he  breathed,  as  it  were  in- 
stinctively, as  we  returned  from  the  first  time  of  our  seeing 
duke  Maurice,  was,  "  At  twenty-three  years  of  age  may  I^ 
in  appearance^  accomplishments,  and  spirit,  resemble  this 
man  I" 

Here  I  was  desirous  of  making  a  longer  stay  than  at  the 
cities  through  which  we  had  previously  passed,  and  of  pro- 
curing for  my  son  some  personal  intercourse  with  this  great 
ornament  of  the  age.  I  judged  this  to  be  the. more  easy, 
as^  in  our  first  visit  to  the  palace,  I  had  perceived  some 
French  noblemen  of  the  Protestant  persuasion,  who  had  re- 
sorted to  the  duke's  court  in  search  of  employment.  They 
appeared  not  to  know  me ;  but  that  was  little  to  be  wondered 
at,  GOBsid^ng  that  I  had  been  seven  years  absent  from  my 
country,  and  that  the  calamities  by  which  I  had  been  over- 
taken more  than  once  during  that  period,  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  produced  a  greater  effect  upon  me  than  the 
mere  lapse  of  years  would  have  done.  Among  the  rest  I 
iremarked  Gaspar  de  Coligny,  who  was  only  twenty-one 
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yesn  of  age  at  llie  time  I  qnitted  Franee^  and  had  then 
been  remarked  aa  one  of  the  moat  promiaing  yonng  men  his 
eoimtry  had  to  boast  His  stay  here  waa  expected  to  be 
abort ;  his  hopes  in  his  own  country^  from  the  greatness  of 
his  connections,  were  of  the  highest  dass  *  and  he  had  only 
eome  to  Dresden  at  die  earnest  imitation  of  duke  Manrice, 
who  entertained  an  ardent  affection  for  him.  My  heart  led 
me  towards  him ;  policy  concurred  in  dictating  the  appli* 
cation,  as,  if  T  were  fortunate  enough  to  gain  his  faTonr,  mj 
aon  could  not  haye  a  friend  better  qualified  either  to  form 
his  character  or  forward  his  adTancement. 

I  wrote  to  Coiigny  to  announce  my  request  to  Mm,  and 
in  a  few  hours  after  the  deliTcry  of  my  letter  that  young 
nobleman  came  in  person  to  wait  on  me.  He  informed 
me  that  he  had  done  so,  because  he  had  sometiiing  of  de* 
licacy  to  mention,  which  he  did  not  choose  to  trust  to  the 
intermission  of  a  tiurd  person,  and  upon  which,  as  he 
hoped  I  could  remove  his  scruple,  he  did  not  like  even  to 
bestow  the  formality  of  putting  it  on  paper. 

'^  I  am  a  gentieman  of  France,"  said  CoHgny ;  *'  you 
^viU  excuse  my  frankness.  I  am  a  gentieman  of  Franee; 
you  wiU  not  wonder  at  the  nioeness  of  my  honour.  Mix- 
ing in  society,  I  do  not  pretend  minutely  to  iuTcstigate  the 
character  of  every  person  with  whom  I  converse ;  but  what 
you  ask  of  me  obliges  me  to  consult  my  understanding,  and 
enquire  into  facts.  I  cannot  consent  to  vouch  for  any 
man's  character  to  another,  till  I  have  paid  some  attention 
to  the  ground  upon  which  that  character  rests. 

'^  I  remember  the  count  de  St.  Leon  witii  pleasure  and 
advantage  at  tiie  court  of  my  own  sovereign.  Every  one 
admired  his  accomplishments,  his  gallantry,  and  his  learn* 
ing;  every  one  spoke  of  him  witii  respect.  Unfortunate 
circumstances,  as  we  all  understood,  deprived  you  of  your 
patrimony ;  that  is  nothing  to  me ;  I  respect  a  nobleman  in 
misfortune,  as.mudi  as  when  he  is  surrounded  with  wealth 
and  splendour.  You  retired  into  vcduntary  exile ;  I  heard, 
witii  great  grief,  of  some  subsequent  calamities  tiiat  have 
overtaken  you.  Bmt>  here  in  Saxony,  I  see  you  resuming 
all  your  former  splehdour,  and  coming  forward  with  the 
magnificenee  <tf  a  prinee»    Other  of  your  countiymen  have 
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remarked  it,  as  well  as  myselfy  and  feel  themselves  at  a  losa 
to  accoant  for  what  they  see. 

'^  Excuse  me^  count !  by  your  application  to  me^  you 
oblige  me  to  speak  freely.  I  dare  say  you  can  clear  up  the 
difficulty^  and  account  for  this  second  revolution  in  your 
fortune^  upon  which  I  shall  then  be  the  first  to  congratu** 
late  you.  I  cannot  suspect  a  man^  with  your  high  descent 
and  the  illustrious  character  you  formerly  maintained, 
of  any  thing  dishonourable.  But  you  have  not  suffi« 
ciently  considered  the  account  we  all  owe  to  one  another^ 
and  the  clearness  of  proceeding  we  are  obhged  to  maintain, 
not  only  to  our  own  hearts,  but  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
The  present  occasion  is,  I  trust,  fortunate  for  you;  and, 
when  you  have  assisted  me  in  complying  with  the  rules  by 
which  every  honourable  man  governs  himself,  I  shall  be 
eager  to  publish  your  justification,  and  render  you  all  the 
service  in  my  power." 

I  was  ready  to  burst  with  astonishment  and  vexation 
during  this  representatioQ  of  Coligny.  I  could  feel  my 
colour  change  from  pale  to*  red,  and  from  red  to  pale.  I 
could  only  answer  with  suffocation  and  inward  rage,  that  I 
was  much  obliged  to  him ;  I  would  consider  what  he  said ; 
I  would  acquaint  him  with  my  justification ;  and,  when- 
ever it  was  made,  he  might  be  assured  it  should  be  an 
ample  one.  —  I  was  cautious  as  to  what  I  uttered ;  I  could 
not  immediately  foresee  what  it  was  eligible,  pr  what  it  was 
possible,  to  do ;  and  I  was  resolved  that  I  would  not,  by 
an  idle  or  hasty  expression,  preclude  myself,  in  a  matter  of 
so  much  moment,  from  the  benefits  of  future  deliberation* 
If  what  I  had  just  heard  had  come  from  any  other  person, 
I  should  probably  have  despised  it ;  but  I  felt  at  once  that 
'Caspar  de  Coligny  might  be  cpnsidered,  in  a  case  of  this 
sort,  as  the  representative  of  all  that  was  most  honourable 
and  illustrious  in  my  native  country.  —  Finding  that  I  was 
indisposed  to  any  further  communication  on  the  suliject,  he 
took  a  polite  leave,  and  departed. 

I  was  no  sooner  alone  than  I  felt  myself  overwhelmed 
with  mortification  and  shame.     I  had  rejoiced  in  the  be- 
quests of  the  stranger,  because  I  regaxded  tH^ienv  «sk  ^^ca 
meaiiMi  of  restoring  me  to  aplendour^  and  Tep\adik%  isv^  Ok^ 
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dren  in  the  ataadoii  to  whidi  ihey  were  entitled  fay  llieir 
fairth.  Was  tliat  which  I  had  T^g;avded  as  the  instnmieni 
•f  their  glory^  to  become  the  medium  of  their  ignommj 
and  disgrace  ?  I  had  soffered  all  other  miafortone^  hot 
the  whisper  of  dishonour  had  nerer  been  breathed  agalnat 
me.  I  was  a  son  of'h<Niour9  descended  of  a  race  of  heroes^ 
and  cradled  in  the  lap  of  g^ory  and.  fame.  When  we 
quitted  Paris  in  the  year  15d7>  my  incomparable  wife  had 
set  to  sale  our  entire  property,  resolyed  that^  thoij^h  driven 
into  exile,  we  would  not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  mean- 
est individual  to  oontrorert  the  sacred  attention  we  yielded 
to  every  jiist  obligation.  8inoe  that  time  I  had  dedined 
from  the  splendour  of  rank  to  the  humble  situation  of  a 
rustic,  culflvating  my  little  property  with  my  own  hands  ; 
nay,  I  had  even^  for  a  short  time,  hired  myself  as  a  labourer 
in  ,lhe  garden  of  the  bishop  of  Constance.  But  the  same 
disdain  of  every  thing  disgraceful  had  followed  me  to  my 
cottage  and  my  truckle  bed,  which  I  had  originally  learned 
in  the  halls  of  chivalry  and  the  castle  oi  my  ancestors.' 
Accordingly  I  had  uniformly  retained  the  same  honourabie 
character  and  spotless  fame.  St.  Leon,  the  virtuous  cot-< 
tager,.had  in  nothing  blemished  the  name  of  St.  Leon,  sur- 
rounded with  glory  in  the  siege  of  Pavia.  Often,  and  with 
pride,  had  I  pointed  out  this  circumstance  to  my  son,  add- 
ing. Wherever  fortune  calls  you,  for  whatever  scenes  you 
may  be  reserved,  remember  that  your  father  was  unfortu- 
nate, but  that  thixnigh  life  he  never  acted  a  deed  nor  con- 
ceived a  thought,  that  should  stain  your  manly  cheeks  with 
the  Uush  of  shame !  I  stand  before  you  a  cidprit,  as  hav- 
ing robbed  you  of  your  patrimony,  but  I  have  preserved 
for  you  entire  the  inheritance  of  our  honour  1 

This  had  been  the  first  lesson  imprinted  upon  my  ii^mt 
mind.  All  other  possessions  I'  had  ever  held  diei^  and 
worthless  in  comparison  with  that  of  an  illustrious  namcL 
My  ind^ation  at  the  attack  it  now  sustained  was  bound-' 
less.  The  more  X  thought,  the  more  intolerable  it  ap- 
peared. I  was  impatient  and  furious,  like  a  lion  stnqsgling 
in  the  toils.  I  omM  with  joy  have  trampled  under  my 
feet  whoever  aspersed  me.  I  could  haVe  wantoned  in  bk)ody 
and  defied  my  adversaries  to  mortal  combat'    Aks^  idl  my 
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farf-wtm  useless  here !  It  was  no  tale  whisp»ed  in  the 
daik  that  I  had  to  contend  with ;  it  was  the  commentaiy 
of  the  world  upon  incontestable  facts.  Though  a  hecatomb 
(H  souls  Should  be  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  my  blasted 
name,  the  facts  would  still  remain,  the  mystery  still  require^ 
to  be  solved.  Coligny,  the  virtuous  Coligny,  had  made  no 
observations  on  the  circumstances  he  mentioned ;  he  merely 
proposed  a  difficulty,  and  waited  mj  answer. 

I  was  called  upon  to  exercise  the  whole  of  my  deliber- 
alive  powers  as  to  the  reply  which  was  to  be  returned,  or 
the  conduct  to  be  held,  upon  ihe  question  of  Coligny. 
livery  thiAg  I  most  valued  was  now  at  issue ;  and  a  false 
step  taken  under  the  present  circumstances  could  never  be 
retrieved.  I  had  another  sort  of  party  to  deal  with  here, 
dian  when  I  had  told  Marguerite  the  tale  of  the  stranger 
and  his  l^acy.  Nothing  would  pass  now,  but  what  bore 
im  open,  fair,  and  unequivocal  appearance.  I  must  vent 
no  assertion  diat  could  not  bear  to  be  sifted  to  the  bottom, 
and  that  did  not  fully  accord  With  all  the  vouchers  with 
whidi  it  could  be  collated.  I  had  written  to  Marguerite, 
immediately  after  launching  into  the  expense  with  which 
our  tour  had  been  attended,  that  I  had  received  an  un- 
expected acquisition  from  the  death  of  a  relation  of  my^ 
own  family  in  France.  I  knew  that  the  story  of  the  three 
tboosand  crowns  would  no  longer  account  for  the  style  in 
which  I  was  proceeding.  Mid  this  fabrication  suggested 
itsdf  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment.  I  hated, to  think  of 
tiie  difficulties  in  the  way  of  exf^anation  in  which  I  was 
mvolved ;  I  abhorred  the  system  of  falsehood  I  was  driven 
lo  practise.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time,  infatuated 
as  I  was  !  that  I  should  have  occasion  to  account  for  this 
accession  of  wealth  to  any  one  out  of  my  own  family. 
Mai^erite,  I  well  knew,  had  no  correspondence  in  France, 
nor  therefore  any  obvious  means  ,of  ver^ying  or  refuting 
1^  second  deception.  But  such  a  story  eoidd  not  be  told 
to  noblemen  of  France,  without  being  instantly  liable  to  be 
Oompared  with  known  facts,  and  eventually  investigated 
i^n  the  spot  where  the  scene  was  laid.  Marguerite  her* 
0M,  I  well  knew,  had  listened  vdth  incrednil^Vf'XA  ^<&  «i>^ 
pUauLtioD  I  had  made,  and  the  alleged  legacy  oi  like  %tt«Sk%ist  \ 
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what  could  I  expect  from  indifferent  hearers  ?  They  mig^t 
not  all  poQgceg  her  good  sense  and  sagacity  in  judging ;  hat^ 
they  were  destitute  of  that  personal  kindness  and  partiality 
which  were  cakulaled  to  induce  her  to  credit  whatever  X 
affirmed.  Most  men  have  a  malignant  pleasure  in  the  d&* 
taction  of  specious  pretences^  in  humbling  the  importunate 
superiority  that  obscures  their  daims^  and  removing  the 
rival  who  might  otherwise  acquire  the  priie  of  whidi  they 
are  in  pursuit. 

My  mind  was  still  torn  and  distracted  with  these  ooa-> 
templatioDS^  when  in  the  afternoon  of  &e  same  day  on. 
which  I  had  received  the  visit  of  Coligny,  my  attentioa 
was  suddenly  roused  by  the  alnrupt  ^itrance  of  my  son  inta 
the  chamber  where  I  was  sitting.  He  opened  the  door 
with  a  hurried  action  as  he  entered^  and,  having  closed  it 
impetuously  after  him,  advanced  directly  towards  me.  He 
then  stopped  himself ;  and,  turning  from  me,  I  could  per- 
ceive a  rush  of  crimson  in  his  face  like  that  of  a  man  suf- 
focated. A  passion  oi  tears  succeeded  that  shook  his  frame^ 
and  sufficiently  proved  that  his  feelings  hsd  susUdned  some 
extraordinary  shock.  My  whole  soul  was  alarmed  at  what 
I  saw ;  and,  following  him  as  he  retired  to  the  other  side 
of  the  room,  in  the  gentlest  accents  I  endeavoured  to  soothe 
him,  while  I  enquired  with  earnestness  and  trepidation  into 
the  cause  of  his  grief* 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


Hb  repelled  me.  "  Sit  down,  sir,  sit  down !  Do  not  follow 
me,  I  beg  of  you ;  but  sit  down ! " 

His  manner  was  earnest  and  emphatical.  Mechanically 
and  without  knowing  what  I  did,  I  obeyed  his  direction. 
He  came  towards  me. 

'*  I  have  no  time,"  added  he,  '^  for  qualifying  and  form. 
Tell  me !  am  I  the  son  of  a  man  of  honour  or  a  villain  ?  " 
•  He  saw  I  was  shocked  at  the  unexpected  rudeness  of 
his  question. 


T&AVEL8   OF   9T<  LfJOn*.  ICif 

'^  Forgive  me,  my  father !  I  have  always  been  aflfbc- 
tionate  and  dutifUl ;  I  have  ever  looked  up  to  yon  as  my* 
model  and  my  oracle.  Bat  I  have  been  insiilted !  It  never 
Was  one  of  your  lessons  to  teach  me  to  bear  an  insult  I  ** 

*'  Is  it,"  replied  I,  with  the  sternness  that  the  character 
of  a  father  will  seldom  fail  to  inspife  under  such  circum<* 
stances,  *'  because  you  have  been  insulted,  that  you  think 
yourself  authorised  to  coitie  home  and  insult  him  to  whom 
you  owe  nothing  but  respect  and  reverence  ?  *' 

''  Stop,  sir !  Before  you  claim  my  reverence,  you  must 
riiow  your  title  to  it,  apd  wipe  off  ihe  aspersions  under 
which  you  at  present  labour/' 

**  Insolent,  presumptuous  boy !  Know  that  I  am  not  by 
you  to  be  instructed  in  my  duty,  and  will  not  answer  so  rude 
a  questioner  !  The  down  as  yet  scarcely  shades  yout  school- 
boy's cheek;  and  have  you  so  forgotten  the  decencies  of 
life  as  to  scoff  your  father?" — His  eye  brightened  as  I 
spoke. 

'*  You  are  right,  sir.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  yomf 
blood  rise  in  tetam  to  my  passion.  Your  accent  is  th6 
accent  of  innocence.  But,  indeed !  the  more  innocent  and 
noble  you  shall  prove  yourself,  the  more  readily  will  you 
foi^ve  my  indignation." 

"  I  cannot  t^  My  temper  does  not  fit  me  to  bear  the 
rudeness  of  a  son*  Nor  do  I  think  that  such  behaviour  as 
this  can  be  any  credit  to  you,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
provocation.  Tell  me  however  what  is  the  insidt  that  has 
thus  deeply  shaken  you?" 

"  I  went  this  aftetnoon  to  the  tennis-court  near  the  river, 
and  played  several  games  with  the  young  count  Luitmann. 
While  we  were  playing,  came  in  the  chevalier  Dupont,  my 
countryman.  The  insolence  of  his  nature  is  a  subject  c^ 
general  remark ;  and  he  has,  though  t  know  not  for  what 
reason,  conceived  a  particular  animosity  to  me*  A  trifiing 
dispute  arose  between  us.  We  ^adually  warmed.  He 
threfitened  to  turn  me  out  of  the  court;  I  resented  the 
ingolt ;  and  he  passionately  answered,  that  the  son  of  an 
adventurer  and  a  sharper  had  no  business  there,  and  he 
wouM  take  care  I  should  never  be  admitted  again,  t  at- 
tempted to  strike  him,  but  was  prevented ;  and  presenlly 
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leltmed  that  the  sudden  aiid  ^anexplamed  way  in  whidi  we 
hare  em^ed  fit)m  poverty  was  the  ground  of  his  ai^^    . 
sion.     As  I  gained  time^  and  reflected  more  distinctly  upotti     ^ 
what  was  alleged^  I  felt  that  personal  violence  could  never 
remove  an  aecusatiori  of  this  sort     I  saw  too^  though^  in^ 
toxicated  as  I  had  idly  been  with  the  unwonted  sj^enddttr 
to  which  I  was  introduced^  I  had  not  adverted  ta  it  at  M 
time^  that  the  case  was  of  a  nature  that  required  explanation. 
I  had  been  accustomed  to  rever^ce  and  an  implicit  faitli 
in  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  oi  my  parents^  and  therefM    \^ 
encountered  in  silent  submission  the  revolution  of  our  fon^ 
tune.     But  this  neutrality  will  suffice  no  longer. 

*'  To  you^  sir^  I  resort  for  explanation.  Send  me  badt  j 
to  the  insolent  youth  and  his  companions^  with  a  plain  and  { 
unanswerable  tale^  that  may  put  to  silence  for  ever  these  ! 
brutal  scofl%  and  reproaches.  Let  it  be  seen  this  night  j 
which  of  the  two  has  most  fully  merited  to  be  thrust  out  of  ^4 
honourable  society.  I  trust  I  have  not  so  demeaned  my-  \ 
self  but  tibat  our  mutual  companions  will  join  to  compd 
this  unnaaiUKfed  boor  to  retract  his  aspersions." 

'^  Gharks^  you  are  too  warm  and  impetuous !"  — 

^^  Too  warm^  sir  I  when  I  hear  my  father  loaded  with 
the  foulest  appellations  ?  ** 

'^  You  are  young  and  ill  qualified  to^rminate  in  the 
proper  way  a  business. of  this  serious  aspect:  leave  it  to  me!*! 

<^  Excuse  me^  my  father !  Though  the  namas  I  have 
repeated  were  bestowed  upon  you^  it  was  gainst  me  that 
the  insult  was  employed.  I  must  return  immediately^  and 
obtain  justice.  This  is  a  moment  that  must  in  some  degree 
fix  my  character  for  fortitude  and  determination^  and  X 
cannot  withdraw  from  the  duty  it  imposes.  Only  tell  me 
what  I  have  to  say.  Furnish  me  with  a  direct  >and  un- 
ambiguous explanation  of  what  Dupont  has  objected  to  u^ 
and  I  undertake  for  the  rest." 

^'  I  see,  my  son,  that  you  are  moved^  and  I  will  trust  you !  ^ 

He  seized  my  hand,  he  gazed  earnestly  in  my  face,  he 
seemed  prepared  to  devour  every  word  I  should  utter. 

'^  Graspar  de  Coligny,  the  flower  of  the  French  nobility^ 

has  been  with  me  this  morning.     He  has  stated  to  me  iQ 

Bn  ingenuouB  and  friendly  wa^  ihe  Oiunft  d^cg^^  niSs^ 
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wfaidi  Dopont  has  so  bnitally  taunted  you.  I  was  medi- 
t^tisig  and  arranging  my  answer  but  now^  when  you  entered 
the  roots." 

As  I  uttered  these  words,  Charles  let  go  my  hand^  and 
withdrew  his  eyes,  with  evident  tdcens  of  disii^pointment 
and  chagrin.     He  paused  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  re^ 
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Why  do  you  tell  me  of  meditation  and  arrangem^t ! 
Why  did  you  send-  away  Coligny  unanswered,  or  why 
baffle  and  evade  the  earnestness  of  my  enquiries  }  I  know 
not  all  the  sources  of  wealth ;  but  I  cannot  doubt  that  the 
medium  through  which  wealdi  has  hcmourably  flowed  may, 
without  effort  and  premeditation,  easily  be  explained.  A 
just  and  a  brave  man  acts  fearlessly  and  with  explicitness  ; 
he  does  not  shun,  but  court,  the  scrutiny  of  mankind ;  he 
lives  in  the  face  of  day,  and  the  whole  world  confesses  the 
elearness  of  his  spirit  and  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct 

'<  Sir,  I  have  just  set  my  foot  on  the  threshold  of  life. 
There  is  one  Jesson  you  have  taught  me,  which  I  swear 
never  to  forget, — to  hold  life  and^Ull  its  pleasures  cheap,  in 
comparison  with  an  honourable  fame.  My  soul  bums  with 
the  love  of  distinction.  I  am  impatient  to  burst  away  from 
the  goal,  and  commence  the  illustrious  career.  I  feel  that 
I  have  a  hand  and  a  heart  capable  of  executing  the  pur- 
poses that  my  soul  conceives.  Uninu^  to  dishonour,  or 
to  any  thing  that  should  control  the  passion  of  my  bosom, 
think,  sir,  what  are  my  emotions  at  what  has  just  occurred ! 

**  I  was  bred  in  obscurity  and  a  humble  station.  I  owed 
Ibis  disadvantage,  you  tell  me,  to  your  error.  I  forgave  you  ; 
I  was  content ;  i  felt  that  it  wa^  incumbent  on  me  by  my 
sword  and  my  own  exertions  to  new  my  way  to  distinction. 
You  have  since  exchanged  the  lowness  of  our  situation  for 
riches  and  splendour.  At  thi«  revolution  I  felt  no  dis« 
pleasure;  I  was  well  satisfied  to  start  upon  more  advan- 
tn^eous  terms  in  the  race  I  determined  to  run.  But,  sir, 
whence  came  these  riches  ?  Riches  and  poverty  are  com- 
paratively indifferent  to  me ;  but  I  was  not  born  to  be  a 
mark  for  shame  to  point  her  finger  at.  A  little  while  ago 
you  were  poor ;  you  ware  the  author  of  your  own  poverty  ; 
you  dissipated  your  paternal  estate.     Did  I  reproach  you  ? 
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No ;  yon  were  poor^  liat  not  dislumoiiied  1  I  attended  your 
eouch  in  sickness ;  I  exerted  my  manual  labomr  to  support 
you  in  affliction.  I  honoured  you  for  your  afflsction  to  my 
mother ;  I  listened  with  transport  to  the  history  of  your 
youth ;  I  was  convinced  I  should  never  blush  to  call  Re- 
ginald de  SC  Leon  my  father.  I  bdieved  that, lessons  of 
honour^  so  impressive  as  those  you  instilled  into  my  infant 
mind,  couU  never  flow  but  fHHn«nh<»ou«Ue  spirit.  Oh, 
if  there  is  any  thing  equivocal  or  ignoble  in  the  ridies  we 
have  displayed^  restore  me,  instantly  restore  me,  to  un« 
blemished  and  virtuous  poverty !" 

I  was  astonished  at  ^e  firmness  and  manliness  of  spirit 
that  Charles  upon  this  occasion  discovered.  I  could  scarcely 
believe  that  these  woce  the  thoughts  and  words  of  a  youth 
under  seventeen  years  of  a^  I  felt  that  every  thing  illus- 
trious and  excellent  might  be  augured  of  one  who,  at  these 
immature  years,  manifested  so  lofty  and  generous  a  souL 
I  could  have  pressed  him  in  my  arms,  have  induj^ed  my 
emotions  .u  sobs  and  tears  of  transport,  and  congratulated 
myself  that  I  was  father  to  so  worthy  a  son.  But  his 
temper  and  maimers  awed,  and  held  me  at  a  distance. 
This  was  one  consequence  of  the  legacies  of  the  stranger ! 

"  Charles  1 "  said  I,  ^'  your  virtues  extort  my  confidence. 
For  the  world  a  tale  must  be  prepared  that  ^all  serve  to 
elude  its  eunosity  and  its  malice.  But  to  you  I  confess, 
there  is  a  mystery  annexed  to  the  acquisition  of  this  wealth 
that  can  never  be  explained." 

He  stood  aghast  at  my  words.  ^'  Am  I  to  bdieve  my 
ears  ?  A  tale  prepared  ?  A  mystery  nev»  to  be  explained  ? 
I  adjure  you  by  all  that  you  love,  and  all  that  you  hold 
sacred— »— I" 

His  voice  was  drowned  in  a  sudden  gush  of  tears.  With 
an  action  of  earnestness  and  deprecation,  he  took  hoMl  of 
ray  hand. 

"  No,  sir,  BO  artful  tale,  no  disguise,  no  hypocrisy  I-p-nr>" 
As  he  spoke,  his  voice  suddenly  changed,  his  accent  became 
dear  and  determined.  -i»  ^^  Will  you  consent  this  very  hour 
to  quit  the  court  of  Dresden,  and  to  resign  fiilly  and  without 
Deserve  thisaecumedweakh,  £or  the  aequisitioQ  of  which  you 
refiue  to  Movant?'' 
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"  Whence,"  repHed  I,  '*  have  you  the  insdaice  to  make 
sadi  a  proposal? No,  I  will  not !"  > 

"  Then  I  swear  by  the  omnipresent  and  eternal  God,  you 
shall  never  see  or  hear  of  me  more ! " 

I  perceived  that  this  was  no  time  for  the  assertion  of 
paternal  authority.  I  saw  that  the  poor  boy  was  strangely 
and  deeply  moved,  and  I  endeavoured  to  soodie  him.  I 
felt  that  the  whole  course  of  his  education  had  inspired  him 
with  an  uncontrollable  and  independent  ^irit,  and  that  it 
was  too  late  to  endeavour  to  repress  it. 

*'  My  dear  Charles,"  said  I,  *'  what  is  come  to  you  ? 
When  I  listen  to  a  language  like  this  from  your  lips,  I 
scarcely  know  you  for  my  son.  This  impertinent  Dupont 
has  put  you  quite  beside  yourself.  Another  time  we  will 
talk  over  the  matter  calmly;  and  depend  upon  if>  every  thing 
difiU  be  made  out  to  your  satisfaction." 

'^  Do  not  imagine,  sir,  that  my  self-possession  is  not 
perfect  and  complete.  I  know  what  I  do,  and  my  reso- 
lution is  unalteraUe. '  If  you  have  any  explanation  to  give, 
give  it  now.  If  you  will  yield  to  my  proposal,  declare  your 
assent,  and  I  am  again  your  son.  But  to  bear  the  insults 
of  my  fellows  unanswered,  or  to  live  beneath  the  conscious- 
ness of  an  artfol  and  fictitious  tale,  no  consideration  on  earth 
shall  induce  me.  I  love  you,  sir;  I  cannot  forget  your 
lessons  or  your  virtues.  I  love  my  mother  and  my  sisters ; 
no  words  can  tell  how  dearly  and  how  much.  But  my 
resolution  is  taken ;  I  separate  mysdf  from  you  all  and  for 
ever.  Nothing  in  my  mind  can  come  in  competition  with 
a  life  of  unblemished  honour." 

'^  And  are  you  sudi  a  novice,  as  to  need  th^  being  told 
that  honour  is  a  prize  altogether  out  of  the  reach  oi  an  un- 
k]M>wn  and  desolate  wanderer,  such  as  you  propose  tobecome? 
My  wealth,  boy,  is  unlimited,  and  can  buy  idlenoe  from  the 
malicious,  and  shouts  and  applause  from  all  the  world.  A 
golden  key  unlocks  the  career  of  glory,  which  the  mean  and 
the  pennyless  are  neva:  allowed  to  enter." 

*^  I  am  not  such  a  novice,  as  not  to  have  heard  the  Ian-* 
gnage  of  viee>  though  I  never  expected  to  hear  it  from  a 
father.    Poverty  with  integrity  shaJl  oontent  me*   The  rest-^ 
less  eagerness  of  my  spirit  is  so  great^  tiiat  I  will  trust  to  ita 
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BOggestioiM^  and  hope  to  cnurmoiint  the  obstacles  of  extevuaZ 
appearance.  If  I  am  disappointed  in  this^  and  destined  to 
perish  unheard  of  and  unremembered,  at  least  I  will  escape 
reproach.  I  will  neither  be  charged  with  the  deedaiy  nor- 
give  utterance  to  the  maxims,  of  dishonour." 

.  '^  Charles/'  replied  I,  ^^  be  not  the  calummator  of  yoor 
father !  I  swear  to  you  by  every  thing  that  is  sacred  ;  and 
you  know  my  inte^ty ;  never  did  the  breath  of  fiaJsehood 
pollute  these  lips ; — " 

He  passionately  interrupted  me.  ^^  Did  the  stranger 
bequeath  you  three  thousand  crowns?  Have  you  latdy 
received  an  unexpected  acquisition  by  the  death  of  a  near 
relation  in  France?" 

I  was  silent.  This  was  not  a  moment  fbr  trifling  and 
equivocation. 

"  Oh,  my  father^  how  is  your  character  •changed  and 
subverted  ?  ¥ou  say  true.  For  sixteen  years  I  never  beard 
a  breath_Q^alsehood  from  your  lips ;  I  trusted  you  as  I 
would  the  oracles  of  eternal  truth.  But  it  is  past !  A  few 
short  months  have  polluted  and  defaced  a  whole  life  of 
integrity !  In  how  many  obscurities  and  fabulous  incon- 
sistencies have  you  entangled  yourself?  Nor  is  it  the  least 
of  the  calamities  under  which  my  heart  sickens  at  this  mo- 
ment, that  I  am  reduced  to  hcdd  language  like  this  to  a 
father!" 

What  misery  was  mine,  to  hear  myself  thus  arraigned 
by  my  own  son,  and  to  be  unable  to  utter  one  word  in  reply 
to^is  accusations !  To  be  thus  triumphed  over  by  a  strip- 
ling ;  and  to  feel  the  most  cruel  degradation,  in  ihe  mani- 
festaticm  of  an  excellence  that  ought  to  have  swelled  my 
heart  with  gratulation  and  transport !  I  had  recollected 
my  habitual  feelings  for  near  forty  years  of  existence ;  I 
had  dropped  from  my  memory  my  recent  disgrace,  and 
dared  to  appeal  to  my  acknowledged  veracity ;  when  this 
retort  from  my  son  came  to  plunge  me  tenfold  deeper  in  a 
sea  of  shame.     He  proceeded :  — 

"1  am  no  longer  your  son !  I  am  compelled  to  dis- 
claim all  affinity  with  you !  But  this  is  not  all.  By  your 
dishonour  you  have  cut  me  off  from  the  whole  line  of  my 
ancestors.      I  cannot  claim  affinity  with  them^  without 
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^ekndwledging  my.  rdatioii  to  you.  You  have  extingubhed 
abruptly  an  illustrious  house.  The  sun  of  St  Leon  is  set 
for  mer !  Staiiding  as  I  do  a  candidate  for  honourable  fame^ 
I  must  h^Kxforth  stand  by  myself^  as  if  a  man  could 
be  author  of  his  own  existence^  and  must  expect  no  aid^  no 
lavour^  no  prepossession,  from  any  earthly  consideration, 
save  what  I  am,  and  what  I  shall  perform." 

"  My  son,"  rephed  I,  "  you  cut  me  to  the  heart.  Such 
is  the  virtue  you  display,  that  I  must  confess  myself  never 
to  have  he&i  worthy  of  you,  and  I  begin  to  fear  I  am  now 
less  worthy  of  you  than  ever.  Yet  you  must  suffer  me  to 
finish  what  I  was  about  to  say  when  you  so  passionately 
interrupted  me.  I  swear  then,  by  every  thing  that  is  sacred^ 
that  I  am  innocent.  Whatever  interpretation  the  world 
may  put  upon  my  sudden  wealth,  there  is  no  shadow  of  dis- 
honesty or  guilt  ctmnected  with  its  acquisition.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  story  are  such  that  they  must  never  be 
disclosed;  I  am  bound  to  secrecy  by  the  most  inviollible 
obligations,  and  this  has  led  me  to  utter  a  forged  and  incon. 
sistent  tale*  But  my  conscience  has  nothing  with'  which  to 
reproach  me.  If  then,  Charfes,  my  son,  once  my  friend, 
my  best  and  dearest  consolation!".— I  pressed  his  hand, 
and  my  voice  faltered  as  I  spoke,— -^' if  you  are  resolute  to 
separate  yourself  from  me,  at  least  take  this  recollection 
with  you  wherever  you  go, — Whatever  may  be  my  exter- 
nal estimation,  I  am  not  the  slave  of  vice,  your  father  is 
not  a  villain  ! " 

'^  Alas,  my  father  ! "  rejoined  Charles,  mournfully, 
^^what  am  I  to  believe?  What  secret  can  be  involved  in  so 
strange  a  reverse  of  fortune,  that  is  not  dishonourable? 
You  have  given  utterance  to  different  fictions  on  the  sub- 
ject, fictions  that  you  now  confess  to  be  such ;  how  am  I 
to  be  convinced  that  what  you  say  at  this  moment  is  not 
dictated  more  by  a  regard  for  my  tranquillity,  than  by  the 
simplicity  of  conscious  truth  ?  If  I  believe  you,  I  am  afraid 
my  credit  will  be  the  offspring  rather  of  inclination,  than  of 
probability.  And  indeed,  if  I  believe  you,  what  avails  it  ? 
The  world  will  not  beHeve.  Your  character  is  blasted; 
your  honour  is  destroyed ;  and,  unless  I  separate  myself 
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from  you^  and  disown  yovir  nsme,  I  shall  be  involTed  in  the 
same  disgrace/' 

Saying  thiu^  he  Igft  me,  and  in  about  half  an  honr  retdmefiL 
His  return  I  had  not  foreseen  ;  I  had  made  no  use  of  his 
absence.  My  mind  was  orercome^  my  nnders^nding  was 
stupified^  by  a  situation  and  events  I  had  so  little  expectecL 
I  had  stood^  unmoved^  leaning  against  the  waU,  fiom  ^ 
instant  of  his  departure.  I  seemed  rooted  to  the  spot^  in.^ 
capable  of  calling  up  my  fortitude^  or  arranging  my  Ideas. 
My  eyes  had  roUed^ — my  brow  was  knit,-*— I  had  bit  my  li|Ni 
and  my  tongue  with  agony.  From  time  to  time .  I  had  muti 
tered  a  few  words^  —  "My  son!  my  aon ! —^wealth !i 
wealth !— my  wife  !-^my  son !"  but  they  were  incdherent 
and  without  meaning. 

Charles  ie.«nteied  the  apartment  wfaere^  thei  preeeding 
conversation  had  passed,  and  the  neise  he  made  in  entering^ 
roused  me.  He  had  his  hat  in  his  hand,  whidi  he  thiew 
from  him^  and  exclaimed  with  an  aoooit  of  dejection  and 
anguish,  "  My  father !  — fiurewell !" 

"  Cruel,  crud  boy  !  can  you  persist  in  your  hardl'  and 
calamitous  resdution  ?  If  you  have  no  jedfection  for  me/  yet 
think  of  your  ^mother  and  your  sisters ! " 

Seek  not,  sir,  to  turn  me  from  my  purpose !  The  stmgg^ 
against  it  in  my  own  bosom  has  been  sufficimtly  Severe; 
but  it  must  be  executed."— »< His  voice,  as  he  spoke,  was  in« 
ward,  stifled,  and  broken  with  the  weight  of  hts  fee&igs. 

^'  Then*^ farewell ! "  I  replied.  "  Yet  take  with  you 
some  provision  for  your  long  and  perilous  adventure.  Name 
the  sum  you  will  accept,  and,  whatever  is  its  amount^  it 
shall  instantly  be  yours."  ,  ' 

"  I  will  have  nothing.  It  is  this  wealthy  with  ^faose 
splendour  I  was  at  first  child  enough  to  be  dazzled,  thathasl 
destroyed  us.  My  fingers  ^all  not  be  contaminated  with 
an  atom  of  it.  What  is  to  be  my  fate,  as  yet,  I  know  not. 
But  I  am  young,  and  strong,  and  enterprising,  and  cou- 
rageous. The  lessons  of  honour  and  nobility  live  in  my 
bosom.  Though  my  instructor  is  lost^  his  instructioi^s  shall 
not  be  vain!" 

"  Once  more  farewell !  From  my  heart  I  thank  you  fbc 
j^our  /uiotestations  of  innocence,    l^evet  ^fiill  I  part  with 
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this  kst  consoktioii,  to  beUere  them.  I  have  reooHected 
the  manner  in  whidi  they  were  uttered ;  it  was  the  man* 
ner  of  truth.  J£  there  be  any  eiudenoe  of  a  contrary  tend. 
encjy  that  I  will  forget*  Though  to  the  world  I  i^all  be 
without  feUher  and  without  relatively  I  will  still  retain  this 
atuBged  oonflolation  for  my  hours  of  retirement  and  solitodej 
that  my  ancestors  woe  honourahle^  and  my  father,  in  spite 
of  all  presumptions  te  the  eontrary^-^was  innocent. 

'^  How  hard  it  is  to  quit  for  ever  aJunily  of  lore  and 
afllection^  as:  ours  has  been!  Bear  witness  for  me,  how 
deeply  I  sympathised  with  you  at  Pans/ in  Switzerlwd,  in 
Constance !  Though  now  you  dissolve  the  tie  between  us, 
3fct,  tin  now,  never  had  a  son  greater  reason  for  gratitude 
to  a  father.  You  and  my  motiier  have  made  me  what  I 
aoB  ;  and  that  I  may  preserve  what  you  have  made  me,  I 
now  east  mysdtf  upon  an  untried  world.  The  recoflection 
of  what  I  fimnd  you  in  the  past  period  of  my  life,  shaU  be 
for  ever  cherished  in  my  memoxy  I 

"1  quit  my  mother  and  my  sisters  without  kave-taldng 
or  adieu.  It  will  be  a  fruitiess  and  painfiil  addition  to 
what  each  party  must  learn  to  bear.  Dear,  excellent,  peer, 
less  protector  and  compamone  of  my  early  years!  ray 
Irishes  are  yours,  my  prayers  shall  for  ever  be  poured  out 
f(Mr  you  I  Yon,  sir,  who  rob  tiiem  of  a  son  and  a  )^iu«faer, 
be  .cuefiil  to  make  up  to  them  a  loss,  which  I  '4mht  not 
they  unH  account  grievous!  I  candonotiiingfortiiemh'  lean 
throw  myself  into  the  arms  of  poverty ;  it  is  my  duty. 
Bvt,  in  dinng!  sot,  I  must  separate  myself  from  them,  as- 
suredly innocent,  and  worthy  of  more  and  greater  benefits 
than  I  could  ever  confer  on  them  ! — Farewell !" 

Saying-  this,  he  direw  himself  into  my  arms,  and  I  felt 
the  agonies  of  a  parting  embrace. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Fob  some-tune  I  could  not  believe  him  departed.  When  I 
retired  to  rest,  I  felt  tiie  want  of  Charles  to  press  my  hand, 
and'  wish  me  refreshing  slumbers ;  and  I  passed  on,  sad 
and  solitary,  to  my  diamber.    When  I  came  next  monu 
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ing  iiito  the  breakfasting  room^  Charles  was  not  there^  to 
greet  me  with  looks  of  affection  and  duty  ;  and  the  gilding 
and  ornaments  of  the  apartment  were  to  me  no  less  disa»- 
solate  than  the  damps  and  sootiness  of  a  dungeon. 

I  hoped  he  would  return.  I  knew  how  tenderly  he  was 
attached  to  his  mother  and  his  sisters;  I  was  fiilly  con» 
yinced  that  the  affection  for  me  which  had  been  the  per- 
petual habit  of  his  mind^  could  not  be  entirely  eradicated 
from  his  heart.  I  mentioned  him  not  in  my  letters  to 
Constance ;  the  pen  lingered^  my  hand  trembled^  when  I 
thought  of  him ;  I  could  neither  pretend  that  he  was  with 
me^  nor  announce  the  catastrophe  of  his  absence.  But  I 
opened  the  letters  of  Marguerite  with  still  increasing  im- 
patience. Finding  that  he  did  not  return  to  me,  I  hoped 
that  some  alteration  of  the  extraordinary  resolution  he  had 
formed^  would  lead  him  to  Constance.  In  vain  I  hoped ! 
There  reached  me^  by  no  conveyance^  from  no  quarter, 
tidings  of  my  son ! 

How  surprising  an  event !  A  youth^  not  seventeen  years 
of  age^  forming  and  executing  in  the  same  instant  the  pur^ 
pose  of  fiying  from  his  parents,  and  his  family !  Deserting 
all  his  hopes^  all  his  attachments^  all  his  fortune !  Refusing 
the  Kuallest  particle  of  assistance  or  provision  in  his  entrance 
up(m  the  wide  scene  of  the  world !  Oh^  Charles !  exclaimed 
I,  you  are  indeed  an  extraordinary  and  admirable  youth ! 
But  are  you  fortified  against  all  the  temptations  of  the  world 
and  all  its  hardships  ?  Do  your  tender  years  qualify  you  to 
struggle  with  its  unkindness^  its  indifference^  and  its  insults? 
In  how  few  quarters  is.  merit  ever  treated  with  the  attention 
and  benevolence  it  deserves !  How  often  is  it  reduced  to 
tremble  with  indignation,  at  the  scoffs  and  brutality  to  which 
it  is  exposed^  and  at  the  sight  of  folly  and  vice  exalted  in 
its  stead,  and  appointed  its  despot,  and  its  master !  My  son, 
my  son!  what  will  be  your  fate?  Is  your  unseasoned 
frame  reserved  to  perish  by  hunger,  in  barren  deserts  and 
beneath  inclement  skies  ?  WiU  you  not  in  some  hour  of 
bitter  disappointment  and  unpitied  loneliness,'  lay  yourself 
down  in  despair  and  die?  Will  you  not  be  made  the  slave 
of  some  capricious  tyrant  for  bread  ?  Generous  as  is  your 
nature^  will  it  he  eternally  piooi  agdm^X  xdterated|  tempt- 
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ation  ?  Upon  what  a  world  are  you  turned  adrift !  a  world 
of  which  you  know  as  litde^  as  Ihe  poor  affiighted  soul  of  a 
dying  man  knows,  when  launching  into  the  mysterious, 
impenetrahle  abyss  of  eternity  !  Unnatural  father,  to  have 
r^uced  my  only  son  to  this  cruel  alternative !  I  should 
with  a  less  aching  and  agonising  heart  have  accompanied 
his  isenseless  remains  to  the  grave.  Dreadftd  as  ihat  part- 
ing is,  there  at  least  the  anxious  mind  of  the  survivor  has 
rest  There  are  no  thoughts  and  devices  in  the  silence  of 
the  tomh.  There  all  oui'  prospects  end,  and  we  are  no 
longer  sensible  to  pain,  to ,  persecution,  to  insult,  and  to 
agony.  But  Charles,  thus  departed,  wandering  on  the  face 
of  the  globe,  without  protector,  adviser  or  resource,  no  lapse 
of  years  can  put  a  close  upon  my  anxiety  fbr  him !  If ,  I 
am  in  ease  and  prosperity,  I  cannot  relish  them,  for  my 
exposed  and  living  son  may  be  at  that  moment  in  the  depth 
6t  misery !  If  I  am  myself  oppressed  and  euflfering;  the 
thought  of  what  may  be  his  fate  will  form  a  dreadfiil  ad. 
dition  to  all  my  other  calamities !  What  am  I  to  say  of 
him  upon  my  return  ta  Constance  ?  If  he  had  died,  this 
was  a  natural  casualty ;  and,  whatever  grief  it  might  occa- 
sion, time  no  doubt  would  moUiiy  and  abate  it.  But  what 
account  can  now  be  rendered  of  him  to  his  disconsolate 
mother  and  terrified  sisto-s  ?  How  can  I  lift  up  my  head  in 
their  presence,  or  meet  the  glance  of  their  reproachful  eyes ! 
The  idea  had  occurred  to  me,  in  the  instant  of  Charles's 
departure,  and  immediately  after  his  exit,  of  detaining  or 
bringing  him  back  by  force.  He  was  by  his  extreme  youth, 
according  to  ihe  maxims  of  the  world,  still  in  a  state  of 
guardianship,  and  unqualified  to  be  the  chooser  of  his  own 
actions.  But  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  however  deeply 
I  felt  the  catastrophe  which  had  taken  place,  I  could  never 
consent.  It  was  in  utter  hostility  to  the  lessons  of  chivalry 
and  honour,  with  which  I  had  been  i^uniliarised  from  my 
ettKest  infancy.  There  might  be  cases,  in  which  this  re- 
straint laid  by  a  father  upon  his  child  would  be  salutary.  ' 
But  the  idea  which  had  occasioned  the  secession  of  Charles^ 
Was  decisive  in  this  instance.  What  right  had  I  to  chain 
him  to  dishonour?  The  whole  bent  of  Ma  e^xwsalaow V^ 
}ieen/to  Impress  him  with  the  feelings  \>7  ^M^^Vfe.'^^s* 
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now  actuated^  If  I  detained  him  for  a  «bort  lime>  wa^ 
there  any  vigiknce  on  earth  that  coold  finally  prevent  him 
from  executing  a  purpose  upon  which  his  whole  soul  ym 
resolved  ?  Or^  suppose  there  were^  must  not  the  oonse^^s^esjee 
be  to  break  his  spirit^  to  deprive  him  of  all  manliness  iw4 
energy,  and  to  render  him  the  mere  drooping  and  souH^ 
shadow  of  that  conspicuous  hero  I  had  been  anxioiis  |o 
make  him  ?  It  might  be  said  indeed^  that  this  was  the  d9^ 
termination  of  a  boy^  fbnned  in  an  hour,  and  that,  if  I 
detained  him  only  long  enough  for  deliberation  and  reidsaii 
he  would  of  his  owu  accord  retract  ao  desperate  a  proje<sli 
fiut  I  felt  that  it  was  a  re8olUtii(HL  formed  to  endure,/and 
was.  built  upon  principles  that  ooidd*  not  change  sa  long  M 
an  atom  of  his  mind  remised.  No ;  I  was  rather  idii^^osed 
to  say,  however  grtoous  was  the  wound  he  inflictefl  on  jae^ 
Go,  my  son !  Act  up<m  the  didtales  of  your  i^hoi^^ml 
hftve  acted  on  mine !  I  admire  your  vescduMwi,  though  I 
cannot  imitate  it.  Your  purpose  isiofty  and  godUke;^;  tfni 
he  that  harbours  it,  was  not  bom  to  be  a  dave*  Be  fi^; 
and  may  eirery  power  propitioua  to,  generosity  and  vtttae 
smooth  your  path  through  life,  «nd  seaile  upon  y ouar  djesivfa) 
The  anguish  I  felt  for  bavteg  Jost  my  son,  and  in ,  ^9 
painful  and  reproachftd  maniwr>  «»  not  diminished  to  m^ 
either  by  society  or  amusanent.  I  dared  not  go  ^out  of  my 
house.  I  saw  no  one  but  my  own  attendants.  I,  had  no^ 
the  courage  to  meet  ithe  aspect  of  a  human  ci^eature.  I 
knew  not  how  far  persons  in  I>ffsden  mi^t  have  heard  t||i^. 
injurious  reports  which  occasioned  the  flight  of  my  8Qia,M 
even  have  been  aeqimnted  with  the  nature  of  thi^tj£glilr 
I  hfid  promised  to  see  Coligny  again;  but,  alas  1  the  affilit 
which  had  at  iirst  led  me  to  widh  to  see  blm,  waa  iiow  «l 
an  end.  I  had  no  heart  to  seek  him ;  nor  indeed  did  I 
know  what  story  X  was  to  tell  him,  ix  how  I  'Was  to.remci^«i 
the  suspicions  he  luid  urged  i^ainst  me.  The  machine  of 
human  life,  thoqgh  constituted  of  a  thousand  parts,  isim 
all  its  parts  regularly  and  systematically  connected;  not  is 
it  ^asy  to  insert  an  additional  member,  the  spuriousness  of 
whidi  an  accurate  observation  vdll  not  readily  ;detect.  S^fr 
wBsi  to  assign  a  sourise  of  my  wealth  diiSerent  torn  thd 
true,  vfidaix  would  not  be  liable  to  investi|pation>and4  yfhm 
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ifitestigated;  would  not  be  seen  to  foe  counterfeit?  This 
i&deed  is  die  prime  sduree  of  indlTidual  seeurity  in  human 
iffidrs^  that  whatever  any  man  does^  may  be  subjected  to 
examinatSon^  and  whatever  does  not  admit  of  being  satis, 
fiiotoriiy  accounted  for^  exposes  him  whom  it  conc^ns  to 
^  most  injurious  SBspicimis.  This  law  of  our  nature^  so 
siliitary  in  its  genial  operation^  was  the  first  source  of  all 
toy  misfortunes* 

'  I  b^an  now  seriou^  to  consider  what  judgment  I  was 
to  pass  i^n  the  bequ^ts  of  the  stranger.  Were  they  to 
be  regarded  as  a  benefit  or  a  misfortune  P  Ought  they  to 
bc^  elassad  with  the  poisoned  robe  of  Nessus^  which^  being 
stoi'SS  a  token  of  afilidion^.  was  founds  in  the  experiment^ 
to^^at  Into  t^  fli^b  and'bum  up  die  vitals  of  hiln  that 
woteit?  IS^bttld  I  from  tlus  instant  reject  their  use^  and^ 
relffiming  to  die  modes^iof  Ufe  establii^d  among  my  fellow 
keH)  content  myself  Wit^  die  affection  of  diose  widi^^whom 
I  had  intereourse^  diough  poverty  and  hardriiips  mingled 
with  the  balm  ? 

'The  experime«itl  had  made  of  diese  extraordinary  gifts 
W^  a  idiort  one'  J  but  il^iw  contrary  were  all  the  results  I  had 
irflveii  aty  from  those  I  looked  for  ?  Wh^  the  stranger  had 
iq[tpetired  six  months  before  at  die  cottage  of  die  lake^  he 
hid  fouirdme  a  poor- man  indeed^  but  rich  in  the  con-^ 
id<enoe>  and  hAppy  in  dier«eip«rity  and  content^  of  every 
laemhet  of  my  family.  I  lived  in  the  bosotn  of  nature^ 
lMll<^cnDlided  with  die  hxxufiance  of  its  gifts  and  die  sub- 
]iftii1^^<>f  its  features^  wHidi  die  romantic  devadonof  my 
MfiX  |>ardeularly  fitted  me tareliidi.  In  my  domestic  scene 
I  bdield  the  golden  age  renewed^  the  simplicity  of  pastoral 
^^^tb^t  its  ^ossnsss^  asituaition  remote  from  cities  and 
doiircs^  from  traffic  and  hypocrisy^  yet  not  unadorned  widi 
taste;  'fana^natlon^  and  knc^ledge.  Neva:  was  a  family 
liaore  united  in  sentimetits  and  afibction.  Now  i^  this 
bSanteous  scene  was  defaced !  All  was  silence^  suspidon^ 
stid^serve.  The  one  paity  dared  not.be  ingenuous^  and 
flie  ddier  felt  duit  sll  die  panidise  of  attachment  was  dwin. 
died' to  an  empty  name*  No  questk>ns  were  asked  |  for  no 
hiiiiest  answer  was  given  or  expected.  Though  corporeally 
we  might  sit  in  die  same  apartment^  in  mind  a  gulf^  wide^ 
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impanabfey  and  trantmdooM,  gaped  between  na.  My  wife 
pined  in  aperfhlffM  grief,  and,  it  waa  to  be  feared,  had  ans. 
tained  a  mortal  Mow.  My  aon,  my  only  aon,  a  yontfa.  of 
audi  promiae  that  I  wonld  not  haye  ezdumged  him  for  em- 
punea,  had  diaappeared,  and,  aa  he  had  aolonnly  proteated^ 
£ar  e^er.  My  heart  waa  duldleaa:  my  boaom  was  bereaved 
of  ita  deaieat  hope.  It  waa  for  him  prindpdiy  that  I  had 
accepted,  diat  I  had  rgoioed  in  the  gifts  of  the  strangor. 
My  darling  viaon  waa  to  aee  him  dothed  in  the  harness, 
sumnnded  with  the  inrignia,  of  a  hero.  There  was  nothing 
I  80  earnestly  desiied  aa  that  his  merits^  graced  with  the 
fivoiirs  of  fortune,  mig^  canae  him  to  stand  confessed  the 
first  saljeet  of  France ;  a  8iluati<m  more  enviahle  than  iSbMt 
of  lis  monarch,  ainoe  he  who  holds  it  is  raised  hy  deeds,  and 
the  other  only  by  birth ;  and  if  less  respected  by  interested 
courtiers,  is  certain  to  be  more  honoured  by  the  impartial 
▼oioe  of  history.  But,  if  I  Mt  thua  desolate  and  heart, 
broken  for  the  loss  of  my  son,  what  would  be  the  senthnents 
of  his  mother,  more  susceptible  to  feel,  and,  in  her  present 
weakness  of  spirits,  less  Tigorous  to  bear,  than  myself,  when 
the  dreadful  tidings  should  be  oMnmvnicated  to  her? 

Yet  I  could  not  resolve  to  renounce  donations  whidi  I 
had  so  dearly  appropriated.  I  held  it  to  be  a  base  and  cow- 
ardly to  surrender  gifts  so  invaluable,  up<m  so  insufficient 
an  experiment.  He,  I  thought,  must  be  a  man  of  ignoble 
4nd  grovelling  spirit,  who  could  easily  be  prevailed  on  to  part 
with  unbounded  weal&  and  hnmortel  life.  I  had  but  just 
entered  the  vast  field  that  was  opened  to  me.  It  was  of  the 
nature  of  all  great  undaiiakings  to  be  attended  with  diffi** 
culties  and  obstacles  in  the  comm^acement,  to  present  a 
face  calculated  to  discourage  the  man  that  is  infirm  of  pur. 
pose.  But  it  became  my  descent,  my  diaracter  and  }Nre- 
tensions,  to  show  myself  serene  in  the  midst  of  storms. 
Perseverance  and  constancy  are  the  virtues  of  a  man. 
Affairs  of  this  extensLve  compass  often  prove  in  the  issue 
the  reverse  of  what  they  seemed  in  the  outset.  The  tern, 
pest  might  be  expected  to  disperse,  difficulties  to  unravel 
themselves,  and  unlooked»for  concurrences  to  arise.  Ail 
opposition  and  hostile  appearance  give  way  before  him  who 
goes  calmly  onward,  and  scorns  to  be  dismayed. 
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CHAPTER  XIX.  * 

It  was  thus  that  I  spurred  myself  to  persist  in  the  path 
l^n  whidi  I  had  entered.  Having  remained  some  time 
a(  Dresden^  flattering  myself  with  the  hope  that  Charles 
might  yet  join  me  before  I  quitted  that  city^  I  began  to 
tbintc  of  once  more  turning  my  steps  towards  the  residence 
of  my  family.  This  was  no  cheerful  thought;  but  upon 
what  was  I  to  determine  ?  I  had  a  wife  whom  I  ardently 
loyed^  and  three  daughters  the  darlings  of  my  heart  Be- 
cause I  had  lost  a  beloved  son  was  I  to  estrange  myself 
from  these  ?  I  already  felt  most  painfully  the  detachment 
and  widowhood  to  which  I  was  reduced^  and  I  clung  with 
imperious  affection  to  what  remained  of  my  race*  The 
meetii^  1  purposed  must  be  a  melancholy  one ;  but^  in  the 
9(Hrrows  of  the  heart  there  is  a  purer  and  nobler  gratifica. 
tion  than  in  the  most  tumultuous  pleasures  where  affection 
is  silent.  I  looked  forward  indeed  to  scenes  of  endless 
variety  and  attraction^  but  in  the  mean  time  what  seemed 
first  to  demand  my  attention  was  the  beloved  circle  I  had 
left  behind  in  the  city  of  Constance. 

I  retraced^  upon  the  present  occasion^  the  route  I  had 
lately  pursued  with  my  son.  How  different  were  now  my 
s^isations !  My  heatt  was  then  indeed  painfully  impressed 
with  the  variance  and  dissolution  'of  confidence  that  had 
arisen  between  me  and  his  mother.  It  was  perhaps  prin» 
Cipally  fbr  the  sake  of  banishing  this  impression  that  I  had 
had  recourse  to  the  splend(»ir  of  equipage  and  attendance 
which  was  first  assiuned  upon  the  journey  from  Constance 
to  Dresden.  Nor^  frivolous  as  this  expedient  may  appear 
in  the  unattractive  dispassionateness  of  narrative^  had  it 
been  by  any  means  weak  of  effect  at  the  time  it  was  em* 
ployed.  Whai  Charles  was  once  mounted  on  his  proud 
and  impatient  steed^  and  decorated  in  rich  and  costly  attire, 
I  felt,  as  it  were,  the  sluggishness  oi  my  imagination  roused; 
X  surveyed  his  shape  and  his  countenance  with  inexpressible 
complacence ;  and  already  anticipated  the  'period  ^>aKa\ift 
was  to  become  the  favourite  oi  his  soveieiga  MiA.\ias  <»svss^^ 


/ 


M 


S02  TRAVSU  OF  ST.  LEON, 

try's  pride.  New  I  returned  witii  the  same  retinue;  but 
the  fdace  that  had  been  oeeupied  by  my  son  was  empty.  I 
sought  him  with  frantic  and  i^esiless  gaze ;  I  figored  hifii 
to  my  distmrbed  and  furious  im^nation^  till  the  sensations 
and  phantoms  of  my  brain  became  intolerable ;  I  ratf^ 
and  imprecated  curses  on  mysdf .  I  endeavoured  to  divert 
my  thoughts  by  observing  the  scenes  that  passed  beforeine^ 
They  ta&ed  io  me  of  Charles ;  they  had  been  pointed  out 
by  each  to  eaeh^  and  had  been  the  sulirjeet  of  our'  mutoid 
comment.  Though  Charles  was  endowed  with  a  high  reli^ 
for  the  beauties  of  nature,  and>  in  pur  little  retreat  on  the 
borders  of  the  Idee,  had  lived  in  the  midst  of  them,  he  had 
seen  litde  of  the  variety  of  her  features ;  and  the  journey 
we  made  through  the  heart  of  Germany  had  furnished  hhn 
with  continual  food  for  admiration  and  delight.  Kor  did 
the  scenes  I  beheld  merely  remind  "me  of  the  sensations 
they  produced  in  Charles  j  they  led  me  throc^h  a  wider 
field.  I  recollected  long  conversations  and  digressive  ex-- 
cursions  which  had  been  started  by  the  impriession  they 
made.  I  recollected  many  passages  and  occurrences  to 
whldi  they  had  not  ihe  slightest  refia«ice>  but  which^ 
having  arisen  while  they  constituted  1h«  ^d«ble  s«siie>  li^r^ 
forcibly  revived  by  its  re.appearanoe.  Thus,  from  various 
causes,  my  lost  and  lamented  iroif  was  not  a  moment  out  of 
my  thoughts  during  the  journey.  Wliile  I  continued  at 
Dresden,  I  seemed  daily  to  expect  his  return ;  but  no 
sooner  did  I  quit  ^at  dity  than  despair  took  possession  Of 
my  heart. 

Thus,  anxious  and  ^stressed,  I  arrived  at  Prague,  and 
soon  after  at  Ratisbon.  I  travelled  slowly,  because,  though 
I  was  desirous  of  returning  to  Constmice,  I  anticipated  my 
arrival  (herfe  with  litde  complacence.  As  I  drew  nearer  to 
my  family,  I  felt  more  distinctly  the  impossiMMty  of  pre- 
senting mysdf  before  them,  without  first  endeavouring  to 
take  ofi^  the  shock  they  woidd  sustain  at  seeing  me  return 
without  my  son.  i  tiierefore  resdved  to  send  fbrward^a 
servant  from  Ratisbon,  whom  I  directed  to  make  all  ftac*^ 
ticable  speed,  as  I  designed  to  wait  for  an  answer  he  should 
biiag  me  at  the  dty  of  Mimich.  To  attempt  to  write  to 
Margaerite  on  tys  sofcijeot  wis  %  ^e^ete  tnali  ^  ifift<   '^ut 
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i^ole  howerer  that  I  {NK^aed  to  inysdf  was^  to  remove 
^e  miprise  which  would  he  occasioBied  hy  seeing  me  ^ne, 
t^  to  anticipate  questions  that  it  would  he  impossiUe  lor 
me  to  hear  without  anguish  of  mind  and  i>«r^Eurhation  of 
^untenance,  I  therefore  took  care  to  express  myself  in 
9uch  tenns  as  should  lead  Marguerite  to  bdieve  diat  I  had 
vpbuitarily  left  her  son  m  Saxony^  and  that  in  no  vary  long 
^e  he  would  rejoin  his  family.  I  trusted  to  suhsequent 
e^yentg  to  unfold  the  painful  catsstarophe^  and  could  not  pre- 
loul  on  myself  to  shock  her  maternal  feelings  so  mudi  as  I 
ipust  necessarily  doj  if  I  infoarmed  hor  of  the  whde  at  once. 
()har}es  had  notheen  mentHmed  hut  in  ordinary  terms  and 
the  accustomed  language  of  affection^  in  the  letters  I  had 
^fecently  receiTed  ftom  C<«staBce;  and  I  was  therefore  eoiu 
yiiiced  that  4ie  had  neitha  gone  to  that  place^  ma  had 
^(mveyed  thither  any  account  of  his  proceedings. 

>  The  answer  I  received  from  Marguerite  hy  my  messenger 
was  as  follows : — 

**  Your  absence  has  been  Iimg  and  critical^  and  the  wel.. 
fare  of  your  dau^ters  seems  to  require  that  we  should  re. 
jpip  each  otho*  as  speedily  as  may  he.  Whether  we  shoidd 
meet  here  or  at  any  other  place  you  must  determine.  It 
jflby  however^  right  I  should  inform  you  that^  during  your 
absence^  rumour  has  been  busy  with  your  reputation.  What 
the  extent  or  importance  of  the  ill  reports  circulated  of  you 
may  be,  I  am  scarcely  competent  to  judge.  We  have  lived 
m  uniform  privacy,  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the 
portion  of  censure  liiat  has  reached  us  is  but  a  small  part 
of  what  really  exists.  The  mode  in  which  you  have  pro- 
ceeded, and  the  extraordinary  figure  you  have  made  in  a 
progress  through  Germany,  have  given  weight  to  these  in., 
^uations.  But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  comment  ^n 
what  you  have  done. 

/^  You  appear  to  design  that  I  should  understand  you 
l^Ye  left  my  son  behind  you  in  Saxony.  Poor  Charles  !  I 
bad  a  letter  from  him  three  weeks  ago,  in  which  he  infcNms 
me  of  what  has  happened,  and  ^p«)logises  in  the  most  pa« 
tiietic  terms  for  any  seeming  want  of  regard  tt>  me  in^his 
pctnducty  at  the. very  moment  that  his  heaEt\»\«e^%st  t&^ 
£ltft    I  did  Bot  tidhk  it  fieceasary  to  eoiamc»nkiaX/t  ^^&  ^^ 
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cumstanoe  to  you.  I  have  done  with  complaining.  Now 
that  I  have  fallen  into  the  worst  and  most  nnlooked-for 
misfortones^  I  have  a  gratification  that  I  do  not  choose  to 
part  with^  in  shutting  up  my  sorrows  in  my  own  breast. 

^'  Oh,  Charles !  my  son,  my  idol !  What  is  become  of 
you  ?  For  what  calamities  are  you  reserved  ?  He  tells  me 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  never  see  or  hear  of  him  again. 
Never— I — his  mother ! — Reginald,  there  are  some  wounds 
that  we  may  endeavour  to  foi^ve ;  but  they  leave  a  senti- 
ment in  the  heart,  the  demonstrktions  of  which  may  peri 
haps  be  restrained,  but  which  it  is  not  in  nature  wholly  to 
subdue.  If  I  did  but  know  where  to  find  or  to  write  to 
my  poor  boy,  I  would  take  my  girls  with  me,  and  partake 
his  honest  and  honourable  poverty,  and  never  again  jdin 
the  shadow  of  him  who  was  my  husband.  Forgive  me, 
Reginald !  I  did  not  intend  to  say  this.  If  I  should  prove 
unable  to  control  the  impatience  of  my  grief,  do  not  in- 
flict  the  punishment  of  my  ofience  on  your  innocent  dau^- 
ters ! 

"  As  to  your  fiction  of  volimtarily  leaving  him  behind 
for  further  improvement,  it  corresponds  with  every  thing 
you  have  lately  attempted  to  make  me  believe.  I  no  longer 
expect  truth  from  you.  For  seventeen  years  I  had  a  bus- 
band.  Well,  weU !  I  ought  not  perhaps  to  repine.  I  have 
had  my  share  of  the  happiness  which  the  present  life  is 
calculated  to  afford. 

"  R^inald !  I  have  not  long  to  live.  When  I  tell  you 
this,  I  am  not  giving  way  to  melancholy  presentiment.  I 
will  exert  myself  for  the  benefit  of  my  girls.  They  will 
have  a  grievous  loss  in  me ;  and  for  their  sake  I  wiU  live 
as  long  as  I  can.  But  I  feel  that  you  have  struck  me  to 
the  heart.  My  nights  are  sleepless ;  my  flesh  is  wasted ; 
my  appetite  is  entirely  gone.  You  will  presently  be  able 
to  judge  whether  I  am  deceiving  myself.  The  prospect 
for  these  poor  creatures,  who  are  at  present  all  my  care,  is 
a  dismal  one.  I  know  not  for  what  they  are  reserved ;  but 
I  can  hope  for  nothing  good.  When  I  am  dead,  remember, 
and  be  a  father  to  them.  I  ask  nothing  for  myself;  I  have 
so  loDger  any  concern  with  life ;  but,  if  my  dying  request 
caa  have  weight  with  you,  make  \rp  \o  xllaeni  x^jkft  ^>a.\75  ^qml 
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have  blroken  to  me/  By  all  olir  past  loves^  by  the  cordiality 
and  confidence  in  which  we  have  so  long  livedo  by  the 
singleness  and  sincerity  of  our  affection^  by  the  pure  de- 
lights^  so  seldom  experienced  in  married  life^  that  have 
attended  our  union^  I  conjure  you  listen  to  me  and  obey 
me  in  this." 

If  I  were  deeply  distressed  for  the  loss  of  my  «on,  if  I 
looked  forward  with  a  mingled  sensation  of  eagerness  and 
alarm  to  the  approaching  interview  with  my  family^  it  may 
easily  be  imagined  that  this  letter  formed  a  heavy  addition 
to  my  mental  anguish.  I  confess  I  thought  it  a  cruel  one. 
Marguerite  might  well  suppose^  that  the  departure  of  Charles 
was  a  circumstance  I  must  strongly  feel ;  and  die  should 
not  have  thus  aggravated  the  recent  wounds  of  paternal 
grief.  Some  aUowance^  however^  was  to  be  made  for  a 
mother.  When  we  are  ourselves  racked  with  intolerable 
pain^  that  certainly  is  not  the  time  at  which  we  can  ratio^ 
nally  be  expected  to  exert  the  nicest  and  most  vigilant  con- 
sideration for  another.  Add  to  which^  she  was  innocent 
of  the  calamities  she  suffered^  and  could  not  but  know  that 
1  was  their  sole  author.  But^  whatever  may -be  decided  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  letter^  its  eiFect  upon  my  mind  was 
eminently  salutary.  I  instantly  determined  on  the  conduct 
it  became  me  to  pursue. 

I  lost  not  a  moment.  From  Dresden  to  Munich  I  had 
advanced  with  slow  and  unwilling  steps ;  from  Munich  to 
Constance  I  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  the  modes  of  travelling 
and  the  nature  of  the  roads  would  permit.  I  left  my  re* 
tinue  at  the  gates  of  the  town^  and  flew  instantly  to  the 
apartments  of  my  family.  I  hastened  up  stairsy  and^  as  I 
entered  the  sitting-room^  I  saw  the  first  and  most  exemplary 
of  matrons  surrounded  by  her  blooming  daughters.  I  in- 
stantly perceived  a  great  alteration  in  her  appearance.  Her 
look  was  dejected ;  her  form  emaciated ;  her  countenance 
sickly  and  pale.  She  lifted  up  her  eyes  as  I  entered,  but 
immediately  dropped  them  again^  without  any  discernible 
expression,  either  of  congratulation  or  resentment.  I  em- 
braced my  children  with  undescribalde  emotion;  I  said 
within  myself,  the  love  and  aflfectfon  I  had  ^e««tN^^  i<st 
Charles  shall  be  divided  among  you,  and  added  \.QX)ti&  ^«x^ 
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you  each  possess  of  my  heairt !  Having  sahited  liiem  Ifi 
turn,  I  addressed  myself  to  Marguerite^  teDkig  her  that! 
must  have  some  conversation  with  her  instantly.  My  man. 
ner  was  earnest :  she  led  the  way  into  another  aparteetit- 

I  feh  my  heart  overflowing  at  my  tongue* 

''  I  am  come  to  yoii,"  cried  I,  **  a  repenting  prodigid: 
Take  me  and  mould  me  at  your  pleasure ! '' 

She  looked  up.  She  was  struck  with  the  honest  farvooi" 
of  my  expression.  She  answered  in  almost  forgotten  tentiti 
and  with  a  peculiar  fulness  of  meaning,  '^  My  husband  4^ 
—  It  seemed  as  if  the  best  years  and  the  best  emodOns  of 
our  Hfe  were  suddenly  renewed. 

^^  Most  adorable  of  women  !"  I  continued :  *  da  y€to 
think  I  can  bear  that  you  should  die,  and  I  your  murderer^ 
No  man  in  any  age  or  climate  of  ihe  world  ever  owed  SO 
much  to  a  human  creature  as  I  owe  to  you ;  no  woman  wH* 
ever  so  ardently  loved !  no  woman  ever  so  much  deserved 
to  be  loved  I  If  you  were  to  die,  I  should  never  know 
peace  again.  If  you  were  to  die  the  victim  of  any  miscall 
culatton  of  mine,  I  should  be  the  blackest  of  criminals ! " 

"  Ranald !"  replied  she,  "  I  am  afraid  I  have  been 
wreilg.     I  am  afraid  I  have  written  harshly  to  you.     Y&k 
have  a  feehng  heart,  and  I  have  been  too  severe.     Forgivi^' 
me  i  it  was  the  effect  of  love.     Afibction  cannot  view  widi 
a  tranquil  eye  the  fatdts  of  the  object  beloved." 

^^  Let  them  be  forgotten !  Let  the  last  six  months  be 
blotted  from  our  memory,  be  as  though  they  had  neveir 
existed ! " 

She  looked  at  me.  Her  look  seemed  to  say,  though  sb^ 
would  not  give  the  sentiment  words,  that  can  never  be ;  the 
loss  of  Charles,  and  certain  other  calamities  of  that  period, 
are  irretrievable ! 

'^  I  resign  mysdf  into  your  hands !  I  have  been  guilty/ 
I  have  had  secrets ;  meditations  engendered  and  shut  up  in 
my  own  bosom ;  Imt  it  shall  be  so  no  more !  The  tide  of 
auction  kept  back  from  its  natural  channel,  now  flows  l^ftM 
douUe  impetuousness.  Never  did  I  love  you,  not  when 
you  first  came  a  virgin  to  my  arms,  not  on  the  banks  of 
the  Garonne^  not  in  the  cottage  of  the  lake,  so  fervently, 
^o  entirely,  as  I  loYe  you  now  \    Be  m^  dSo^c^T  \  do  with 
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me  as  you  please !  I  have  never  been  either  wise  or  vir« 
tuous  but  when  I  have  been  implicitly  guided  by  you ! 

"  I  bave  wealth;  I  am  forbidden  by  the  most  solemn  ob- 
ligations to  discover  the  source  of  that  wealth.  This  only 
I  may  not  communicate ;  in  all  things  else  govern  me  des. 
pOiticanyl  ^all  I  resign  it  all?  Shall  I  return  to  the 
cottage  of  the  lake?  Shall  I  go^^a  houseless  and  helpless 
wanderer^  to  the  farthest  quarter  of  the  globe  ?*  Speak  die 
word  only^  and  it  shall  be  done !  I  prefer  your  affeetion^ 
your  cordial  regard^  in  the  most  obscure  and  meanest  re- 
treaty  to  all  that  wealth  can  purchase  or  kings  can  give  !'* 

'^  Reginald^  I  thank  you !  I  acknowledge  in  your  pre* 
sesit  language  and  earnestness  the  object  of  my  first  and 
only  love.  This  return  to  your  true  character  gives  me  all 
the  pleasure  I  am  now  capable  of  receiving.  But  it  is  too 
late*  My  son  is  lost ;  that  cannot  be  retrieved.  Your  re* 
putation  is  blasted ;  I  am  sorry  you  are  returned  hither ; 
Constance  is  in  arms  against  you^  and  I  will  not  answer  for 
thfi  consequence.  For  myself;  I  grieve  to  tell  you  so;  I 
am  ashamed  of  my  weakness  ;  but  —  my  heart  is  broken ! 
I  loved  you  so  entirely^  that  I  was  not  able  to  bear  any 
suapension  of  our  confidence.  I  had  passed  with  you  through 
all  other  misfortunes^  and  the  firmness  of  my  temper  was 
not  shaken.  For  this  one  misfortune,  that  seemed  the  en- 
tire dissolution  of  our  attachment^  I  was  not  prepared.  I 
fed^  every  morning  as  I  rise^  the  warnings  of  my  decease. 
My  n^hts  are  sleepless ;  my  appetite  is  gone  from  me." 

^'  Oh,  Marguerite,  talk  not  thus ;  distract  me  not  widi 
the  most  fatal  of  images  !  Our  confidence  shall  return ; 
all  the  causes  of  your  malady  shall  be  removed  !  With  the 
cauaesy  the  symptoms,  depend  on  it,  will  disappear.  Your 
youth,  yoiu*  tranquillity,  your  happiness,  shall  be  renewed! 
Oh>  no,*  you  shall  not  die !  We  will  yet  live  to  love  and 
peace!" 

'^  Flatter  not  yourself  with  vain  hopes^  my  love !  I  feel 
something  wrong  within  me,  which  is  rapidly  wearing  my 
b^fiy  to  decay.  Reconcile  your  mind  to  what  very  soon 
lOiHst  happen  !  Prepare  yourself  for  being  the  only  parent 
to  your  remaining  offspring  1  I  have  composed  my  spirit, 
and  calmly  wait  my  fate.     You  have  now  administered  to 
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me  the  only  consolatiop  I  aspired  to«  by  this  return,  ta  y«nr 
true  character,  which  affords  me  a  sanguine  hope  that  you 
will  faithfully  discharge  the  duty  to  your  offspring,  which, 
when  I  am  gone,  will  be  doubly  urgent  on  you." 

I  was  grieved  to  see  that  the  mind  of  Marguerite  was  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  notion  that  she  had.  bi;t  i^'^hoxt 
time  to  live.  I  could  not  bear  to  imagine  for  a  luazoent 
that  her  prognostic  was  just.  The  thought  seemed  cap£j>]« 
of  driving  me  to  distraction.  I  however  conceived  that 
die  best  thing  that  could  be  done  for  the  present^rwas  to 
turn  the  conversation  to  some  other  topic. 

'*  Wfll,  well,  my  love ! "  I  answered.  "  There  are  some 
things  that  are  immediately  pressing.  Direct  me,  direct  a 
husband  so  amply  convinced  of  your  discretion,  what  I  am 
to  do  at  present !  Shall  I  instantly  annihilate  all  tha|  ^as 
made  this  unfortunate  breach  between  us;,  shall  I  resign 
my  wealth,  from  whatever  source  derived?  Whither. shall 
we  go  ?  Shall  we  return  to  the  cottage  of  the  lake  ?  Shall 
we  retreat  into  some  distant  part  of  the  world  ?  "   , 

'^  How  can  you  expect  me,"  said  Marguerite,  faintly 
smiling,  ^'  to  advise  you  respecting  the  disposal  of  a  wealth, 
of  the  amount  of  which  I  am  uninformed, .  and  the  source 
of  which  is  invisible?  But  I  guess, your  secret.  .  The 
stranger  who  died  your  guest  was  in  possession  of  the. phi, 
losopher's  stone,  and  he  has  bequeathed  to  you  his  disco- 
very. I  have  heard  of  this  art,  though  I  confess  I  was  not 
much  inclined  to  credit  it.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  confirm  ji;y 
conjecture :  I  do  not  wish  that  you  should  violate  ray  en- 
gagements into  which  you  have  entered.  £ut,  upon  put? 
ting  circumstances  together,  which  I  have  been  inevitably 
compelled  to  do,  I  apprehend  it  can  be  nothing  else.  J  ^ip 
astonished  that  a  conjecture  so  obvious  should,  hav^  pffpred 
itself  to  my  mind  so  late. 

"  If  your  wealth 'is  of  any  other  nature,  ample  as  it  ap- 
'parently  is,  it  is  a  natural  question  to  ask,  to  whom, is  it  to 
be  resigned  ?  The  ordinary  wealth  of  the  world  is  spujie^ 
thing  real  and  substantial,  and  can  neither  be  created  noj 
dissipated  with  a  breathe  But  if  your  wealth  be  of  the 
kind  I  have  named,  let  me  ask,  is  it  possible  to  resign  it? 
A  secret  is  a  thing  with  which  we  may  chpose.  wh^^thgr  we 
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Win  beootne  acqtudnted ;  bat,  once  known^  we  cannot  be^ 
eome  unacquainted  with  it  at  pleasure.  Your  wealthy  upon 
mj  supposition^  will  always  be  at  your  beck;  and  it  is 
periuqps  beyond  the  strength  of  human  nature  to  refuse^ 
imder  some  circumstances^  at  least  in  some  emergencies^  to 
use  the  wealth  which  is  within  our  reach. 

'^  It  has  been  our  mutual  misfortune  that  such  an  engine 
has  been  put  into  your  hands.  It  has  been  your  fault  to 
make  an  indiscreet  use  of  it.  Gladly  would  I  return  to  the  - 
tranquil  and  tinsuspected  poverty  of  the  cottage  of  the  lake. 
But  that  is  impossiUe.  You  have  lost  your  sop  ^jpjnou  have 
lost  your  honest  fame ;  the  life  of  your  Mafgusadte  is  un« 
dermined  and  perishing.  If  it  were  possible  for  us  to 
tetum  to  our  former  situation  and  our  former  peace^  stilly 
my  R^inald  !  forgive  me  if  I  say^  I  doubt  the  inflexible^ 
Q6S8  of  your  resolution.  The  gift  of  unbounded  wealthy  if 
ydu  possess  it^  and^  with  wealdi^  apparently  at  leasts  dis* 
linction  and  greaUiess^  is  too  powts^  a  temptation.  Nbr^ 
tiiongh  I  should  trust  your  resistance^  could  I  be  pleased  in 
a  huJBband  with  ihe  possession  of  these  extraordinary  powers* 
It  sets  too  great  a  distance  between  the  parties.  It  destroys 
that  communion  of  spirit  which  is  the  soul  of  the  marriageii. 
tie.  A  consort  should  be  a  human  being  and  an  equal.  But 
to  this  equality  and  simple  hmnanity  it  is  no  longer  in  your 
power  to  return. 

'^  Circumstanced  then  as  we  now  are^  the  marriage  union^ 
y0a  nmst  allow  me  to  aay^  irreparably  dissolved^  your  son 
lost,  your  fedr  fame  destroyed,  your  orphan  daughters  to  be 
provided  for^  I  know  not  if  I  should  advise  you  to  forget 
the  prerogative  that  has  been  bought  for  you  at  so  dreadful 
a  price.  Beside^  if  I  am  not  mistaken^  there  are  great  trials 
in  reserve  for  you.  I  am  afraid  your  present  situation  is 
extremely  critioal.  I  am  afraid  ^e  suspicions  you  have 
excited  will  cost  you  dear.  At  all  events  I  believe  it  to 
be  but  a  necessary  precaution  that  we  should  fly  from 
Constance.  I  have  nothing  therefore  to  recommend  to 
you  on  the  wahiect  of  wealthy  but  discretion.  I  shall  not 
kmg  live  to  be  your  adviser.  I  shall  always  regard  the 
donation  you  have  received^  you  cannot  N^iou^et  VSicaX  A. 
aboald  so  regBid  it,  as  one  of  the  moat  f eaxiulL  ca2i«xsi\>assik  \a 
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Whlch^  It 'httmimbeittgcati.be  ejipotedr,  Ityott  haA  tmiA 
ydur  t>refogaitivfe  with  diseN*tion^  you  might  petbiPy 
tiio/iigh  I  confess  I  do  not*  s^  how^  have  es'cafted  the  oMo^ 
of  Ihe  world.  Into  yotu* '  domestic  scene^  where  th^  Mx»^ 
is  m6te  livdy,  and  th^'  watch  upon  you  more  unremitt^^'lt 
mtfst  have  introduce  alienation  and  distrust.  'As'^h  ^  ^ 
I  'gde  ydu  surrounded  with  dangers  of  a  thousandHdenoihl- 
ilatio^.  iMliee  has  its  eyes  upon  you ;  superstilfoii  '*#dl 
r^ard  ybii  as  the  familiar  of  demons )  ayari^'will  tte^ 
upon  you  a  r^ard  of  jealousy  and  insatiable  appetite.  If  4 
could  teborer  from  the  weakness  that  at  presisHt  bi^isdts  ^ ^ 
atid  continue  to  live,  I  foresee  more  and  Severer  ^liils/bniii 
at  home  and  abroad,  than  any  I  have  yet  sustained ;  ail^l 
aim  almost  thankM  to  that  Providence  which  has'^el^eed 
ta  «A3e^  me  aWay  from  the  evil  to  come.  '  ^'"^ 

'^  One  thing  further  let  me  add.  I  will  speak  it/ii«& 
th6  ehliracter  of  a  Censor,  but  a  friend.  It  mustevc^'be 
right  and  useM,  that  a  man  should  be  undeceived^  ifi'l^ 
ertbneous  estimate  he  may  make  of  himself.  I  hiive  id^ 
yoii  mtich  ;  I  found  in  you  many  good  qualities  jtiiy^iya- 
ginatioti  decorated  you  in  the  virtues  that  you  had  riotr^  Wt 
yoti  have  removed  the  veil.  An  adept  and  an  alchemisi'ls 
a  low  character.  When  I  married  you,  I  supposed  ttiys^ 
imited  to  a  nobleman,  a  knight,  and  a  sddiei^,  a  m^h  W^q 
would  have  revolted  with  disdain  from  every  thing  that  Wis 
ffdbr-spirited  and  base.  I  Hved  with  you  long  atid  happiljr. 
I  saw  faults;  I  saw  imbecilities.  I  did  not  see  theini^^ffii 
indifi^eftce;  but  I  endeavoured,  and  with  a  degree  of  sofe- 
eess^  to  fot^t  and  to  forgive  them ;  they  did  not  eontattti- 
nate  and  corrupt  the  vitals  of  honour.'  At  length  ybu  h^ie 
cdmpl^dy  reversed  the  ^cene.  For  a  soldier  y^u  ipttes^t 
me  with  a  projector  and  a  chemist,  a  cold-blooded  tneftai, 
raking  in  the  ashes  of  a  crucible  for  a  selfish  and  solltai|y 
advimtage.  Here  is  an  end  of  all  genuine  dignity,  and  the 
trttest  generosity  of  soul.  You  cannot  be  ingenuous  ;  ^r 
all  your  dealings  are  secrecy  and  darkness.  You  canndt 
have  a  friend ;  for  the  mortal  lives  not  that  can  sympathise 
with  your  thoughts  and  emotions.  A  generous  spirit, 
Keginald,  delights  to  live  upon  equal  terms  with  his  asB<^ 
4dates  and  fellows.  He  would  disdain,  when  ofibred  to  hiiii, 
excessive  and  clandestine  advantages.     Equality  is  the  soul 


)^i|ef^,im4  ^5^r^  8p<^7<  A  man  ,pf  iwilt,  ¥»4&^  4l^ 
j^< ^3^^  upon  eq\i$l,  terms  with  the  wholq ,  of  his,  .^iped^j; 
j^iim  jb#ipu:!t  iiJjsQ  can  exi4t>  for  he  has  hiis^uals^  ^JHim 
fi}|4VftfPy> idle. wretch^  the  monster  rather  Jet  m^  a^Y,-ff]^ 
fjsjiqjtb^Utijkn  equal ;  who  loojts  through  the  wo^,^,fi^4 
In  T^e  J  world.  ^eaunoEt  fiu4  a  hrptheir ;  whof  is  ^dp^^ved 
.Yfl^  ^ticihutes  which  no  living  heiug  participf^teis  ,with 
i^^plJi,^lil^  whois  therefore  cutoff  for  ever  from  alljoprr 
(fiyMl)i^r?^ud  confidences  can  never  unhend  hini^eh^  Ih^ 
fjyps  thp  solitary^  joylpss  tenant  of  a  prison^.the  ma^ri^}s,9^ 
j|^|^^,;4Uire  em^alds  and  ruhies  1  How  unhappy  ,tbi9)Wr^^! 
^^^W^  Aikd  ignoble  , the  .man  that  yolwitanly,m;c^p^ 
Itlpi^^  laiws  of  existence  r  ;  ,^ 

{^  ,}|2,;the  itd>dce  of  Marguerite  I  saw  that  sefund,  vduBdppi 
and  discernment^  by  which  in  all  the  periods  of  our  connepi. 
^qPt^he  hf^  been  so  eminently  di^a^^tc^^sed*  With  her 
^ef«[s  of  the  future  I  was  not  disposed  to  itcpord^  I  regarded 
^4^1)9  as  obsfsured  and  discoloured  by  the  unfortunate^  state 
(oC  jtier  hea]^.  I  could .  not  indeed  refuse  to  beUevi^r^that 
^tjbkeptrprogative  I  had  received. had  been  the  pscrent of . n^))c^ 
•lljpmestic,  unhappin^ss•  Willingly  would  I  have  resided 
^^  that!  had  d^ived  from  the  stranger^  to  be  repl^fpe^tin 
ilh^^  situation  in  whicsh  his  penucious  l^^cies  had  found  mfs. 
sge  had  robbed  me  of  my  son;:  he  had  destroyed  mydp- 
,.p)eslic  •  peaoe ; :  he  had  undermined  the  tranquiUi^ ,  ^nd 
hei^^r^f  the  partner  of  my  Ufe. ,  These  c^amitiea  pre^^Msed 
^^^vjlh^li  heavy  and  intoleraUe  w^ght  at  my  heart.  ^t>  if^ 
:^;JVi^gnerite  .affirmed^  they  were  irretrievable^  or  iff  they 
,PQid4  once  he  removed^  and,  the  domestic,  advantages^  I  hful 
;hjeKetpfpre  ei^oy^d  be  restored^  I. was  not  dv^osedto.fetp: 
«;4^9S^  external  mischiefs  which  Marguerite  so  fedingly/pre- 
.4if^d.  I  could  not  believe  that  I  should,  have  such;  a 
.]iS9gMe  of  f(u%ign^Henemies  to  encounter^  nor  could  I  eiisily 
^i^^e.to  myself  an|(^  external  evils  which  it  was  not  in  the 
,jppwer  of  gold  to  reiti^dy*  These  considerations,  I  urged  to 
itfiy  beloved  partner^  and  by  enforcing  them  endeavoured  to 
jTf^paipve  those  gloomy  apprehensions^  from  the  prevaL^n^:  ^f 
jl^ch  I  fearpd  much  injury  to  her  health.  There t, was 
iHnpther  cir^^umstance  I  was^led  particularly  to  insist  on.  ;^  I 
m^n  the  nature  of  the  secret  intrusted  to  me. 
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9«4  I>  ^^in  your  conj^ctiire  j»ipectiiig.rlfa^'«miiitef;QCiii|f 
wpakh^  .  i  atoire  youpr  deUca<^  in  ii^ttprpi^^ 
cide  upon  the  tniA  of  yomr  oe^jecture.  This  oidj  .)j«bivI 
he  penotttedrto  say^n  that  tal^je^pt*  It  is  Ji  secret  $4H»^yff|| 
wUl  pafceive  that  the  flame  r^ieeoniky  i^teier  thfl|^.  nff^ 
which  make  that  iwciet  ohhgatory  on  ni?t,  sequire  thitf| 
ahonld  he  tespf^ted  hy  yott»  The  same  einUb  that  ^y>j9;illl 
iildi^eiietion  may^draw  on  bub>  I  jhall'hO'OfMiUy  ca^pop^A^I^ 
h^r^aByenor  or  miscaleulation  of  yoiueis* ,  ^  I^^hiUe  th^y^iplm 
BipftefineatlyfBd  aokimily' to  conjiiie.y^i  ivIiatUFert^Mi^ 
C^f^uoea  may  hereafter  he^iU  qieyin  ^o^MM^er  periieiiafitile 
aliion  I  may  he  involved,  that  you  will  never  utter  a?iyBaliiib 
oii^tbifts^tloeot ;  and  that,  as  I  am  the  seloi^^depoaitoi^r^ 
thia  secret^  and  alone  know  wit|i:  oertain^y  wiii|t;is  its  ji^tiiei^ 
ypU'Will  trust 'Oor  prosperi^  in: this  p^^  to  sse*^' -r-^l^fHk 
gVffrite  engaged  to  condue^heiyelf  aa  I  4B0iied,  •  vn; 

The  night  which  succeeded  this  eiq»lana|io^>'vt7#t  JHHN^ 
cab%  iKMthing  and  grateful  to  me.  J  waa  ,^tlii9fsed' f^mi 
a^great  and  ^^ppeesive  huhhen^  \  wpnec^^oiia  -olj^Ail 
pmr^Dular  species  of  pleasure  which  ai^esiffom  tber^fi^Bl^ 
di9chaigB.of  an  he^roicduty.  The  peaee <i  fel^  ^^Mmj^ifid 
itsrg^y  and  revivhig  h^i»ns  upon  «U  aiKHind;in^.  Kci: 
conclkd  to  myself,' i  was  filled  with  sanguioeiand  i^MaUf 
▼iaions  of  the  future.  My  mind  ohstinatejly-ft^cted  #ft 
diMcjt  and  hateful  jwesages..  \  had  intrratM  nfself  #j94  ^ 
■direction  of  jny  conduct^  as  far  as  it  wasposflihl^  ^  Itbpl 
b^ter  pitot^  wider  whose  guulance,  if,  I  ^  1^  not  wwAiBi^4^ 
i«a!Qk»  a^d  quicksands  of  hlie^  ■  I  had.  ^  4^^  wMM^ed  weMIi 
litlle  oompa»Mive  injury.  I  .felt  therefore  aa  if  jny  dome^ti^ 
e^ioyments  w«re  restoi^  and  the  pleaiuresA4>f  'Bq^  ^0t|ff 
years  were  ahout  to  rvm  over  again  thwMMMP^<>u8  ismbo^ 
Not  -90  Marguerite,  She  was  mild^  gexMl6>  md  aootlijag. 
Displeasure  and  resentment  towards^me-wien  hflpnshied  pXfB^ 
ji^  mind.  She  endeavoured  to  conquer  her  mehmelio]^ 
Mkd  to  forget  the  wounds' that  had  heen  so  £»tal  to  )wf 
h(q^.  But  her  oideayours  were  fruitless.  A  fixed  diEgc)^ 
tion  dung  to  her  heart ;  nor  could  the  generous  sweetOfp 
Ifta^/iervaded  her  manners  hide  from  me  entirely  what  was 
passing  ID  her  hcmom, 

Vuring  this  interval  ¥re  liad  taHiksdi  o^«  iQaa^^^  ^  «Qx 
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fMmic^mtaittn  Ifatgnerafe w«g eateeedin^y urgcftt idth 
Hf^  tiPq^'^CeiMtantt  $  nor  did  I^  tlioogh  not  impreasec^ 
yMhi^b^'pmeMibefi^  fed  my '  rddetance  to  that  cli«»ge 
4iP^ttebe^  wliitfe^  I  bi^i^ved,  woidd  materiifiy  dontribtite'tO' 
tiWI^fi^^di^'c^hfef  iMndanddieTestoratito  of  her  healtb. 
W^dmhnS^iiBA^in'waie  of  the' cities  of  Italy  a^  the.  next 
|ilitt^^wirita^tenee;  and,  fixed^  if  possib]e>  td  aet  otit 
iMiHilheiii  ihe  nexlt'day  or  the  day  alter.  The  plan  Of 
lihtoMttrtfe  tb'  KHutee;  wfaic^  h^  lately  been  a  fkyOnritls 
HiiilBae,  lv^  a'  faTOmitls  no  lobger.  That  had  been' the 
pkffemf^fMmttMttiA'WBiAton^p^^  ithadhadforitii 

^mt^^  ^^enm^mtiit  of  mr  family  honoura,  and  Ae 
wmlfiM  <^  my  son.  Now  my  aon  was  lost;  mj  vriid  wat 
^pa?ls#^6d  with  languor  and  disease^  my  hotise  was  oter. 
WhSdfi^with  B6rrow.  This  was  no  time  to  wantonneM 
sifit^  trhun]^.  '  If  1  cotdd  ever  hope  tb  resume  the  plans 
my  frolic  faiiey  had  sketched,  an  interval  at  lei^t  of  8oba«^ 
httl^bttirfii^  be  stifi^ied  to  dapse. 
'^'^^llyitiillidat'tMs  time  sustained  a  revolution  suffid^lSy 
ifihakabtby  but  >df  Which  the  liffgaicy  of  ev^ts  tet  temei* 
ttil^y  Mkoe^d^  pB«veDtt>d  me  ftom  ever  aaoertaining 
M«tlf«r^St  Wttold'  Iriive  proved  temp<Hiu7  or  pamaneot. 
lAen  I^ffk^  y^eeivM  the  ddnaticm  of  the  stseangery  my 
^imgrn,  as  1  h^^i^^^e^y  said,  weie  m  a  state  of  eRthiu 
libsb^^Wimp^9if*  Md>  atoidst  the  gdden  visions  in  whidi 
i#f  fiuicy  r^vdled;  I  betetee  in  a  considerable  d^fee  a^^m- 
MA  fi^o&  dottne^lic  sentiments  aAd  pkasufes.  If  I  Mill 
Ifiiteii^iDsyf  wtfe  aitd'  dt^pen,  it  nmna  tiie  love  of  hai^  radisr 
iUA  tfasptdSbfy  more  an  anxiely  for  thdr  prospenraa  Stt6. 
oe#B^1li  Ihe  world,  than  an  earnest  craving  for  tiietf  presence 
1U^4nm^enibne.  Thai  stMeof  Inti^xkation  ttid  lapHtte  had 
wmh^MidtA.  The  events  of  the  lew  last  weieks  had  ac^ 
hi^i^  tdy  thoughts.  Having  lost  my  son,  and  %tei^  thieot- 
^MJl  Wiui  €he  losif  of  hi^  mother,  I  was  roused  to  af  sMse 
of  thdr"vdne  The  infittx  of  wMth  and  sapematxtfifl  g^ta 
htA  ipeif^m  fianiHur  to  my  mind,  and  bow  otdy  oeeupM 
f^hntk^^gcemidref  the  picture.  I  was  onoe  more  a  man; 
tfftd  I  hipped  to  partake  of  the  privfteges  and  advantages  of 
•  inaHi'/  The  fafe7esfchf6d  for  these  ^^pe^  ^«n!il;«i|Ki^^2^^ 
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Some  readers  will  perhaps  ask  me  why,  iitiidicras'^  Kwas^ 
for  the  life  of  Margueiite,  and  visible  as  was  thie  dec^file^ 
her  health,  I  did  not  administer  to  her  of  th6  elixfr  6F1^'' 
i^ortality  which  was  one  of  my  peculiar  endowmentt."' 15aw 
readers  I  have  only  to  remind,  that  the  piVot  upoit^wlSffi' 
the  history  I  am  composing  turns,  is  a  mystery.  '  tf 
will  not  accept  of  my  communication  Upon  my  bwtii'i 
tfiey  must  lay  aside  my  book.  I  am  engagied  iit  ftlaiij 
the  incidents  of  my  life;  I  have  no  intention  to'ftittiiiSi^' 
remotest  hint  respecting  the  science  of  whicfe  I  iaAi!  U^ 
depository^  That  science  affords  abundant  reasons  ^hy  the 
elixir  in  question  might  not,  or  rathef  bould  not,  be^ira* 
bibed  by  any  other  than  an  adept. 

■      ••:■•  1 .-.,  ;•  '/^    i 
'    »■■    «' '  t  ■   '*' '  I  ii     II'  ,  j  ...  ^j,'ijj 

CHAPTER  XX,        .,    ,  ,,,^ 

Thb  morning  after  my  return  to  my  family^  aMTisLi)BtA^ 
mounded  with  my  girls,  and  endeavouring  to  mdte  myself 
their  playmate  and  companion,  certain  offib^  of  jiiMHii 
belonging  to  the  supreme  tribunal  of  theeity  entered"  ttif^ 
upartment.  They  were  sent,  as  they  infoitned  me^  to;  con- 
duct me  to  prison.  '  My  blood  at  this  intdligence  motinted 
into  my  face^  "' 

^^  To  prison  ?  "  cried  I  —  '^  where^re  f  —  ^iCt  hWe  I 
done? — I  am  no  citizen  of  your  state.  What  is  the  chio'i^ 
against  me  ?  Lead  me  not  to  prison :  lead  me  to  yi^ 
chief  magistrate  !  *'  »       . 

'^  You  will  be  called  up  for  examination,  when  hi6^'|id^ 
nour  is  at  leisure  to  hear  you  :  in  the  mean  time  yoti  ibitist 
go  to  prison."  ; 

^'  Do  those  who  sent  you  know  that  I  atn  a  nitfve  anJi 

a  gentleman  of  France  ?    They  will  be  made  to  repent  this 

insolence.    Upon  what  pretence  do  they  dwe  to  act  tWis  ?*^ 

'    *'  You  will  please  not  to  talk  of  insolence  to  us.    I#  y^ 

do  not  demean  yourself  quietly "  '^  '    "^ ' 

^^ Silence^  f^ovf  I**   answered  I  fiercely.*    '^'Lead  W 
way!"     '  -■'   '^-^ 
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;»£9y«1^4i|ne^e.ckjld7^/  astonished  ^t  a  seene  so  alano- 
q^g  rftpd  unintelligible  to  them^  began  to  express  their  terroBv 
icwica^j^oua  wap.  JuUa^  who  was  ready  to  faint^  occupied 
t)|^,  fflttention  of  her  mother.  The  little  Marguerite  clung 
i|f^;Qi4iQy  l^iees,  and  expressed  her  emotions  by  shrieks  and 
c;^!^  'To  81^  her  father  about  to  be  torn  from  her  by  four 
s^fj^^gers^.the  peculiarity  of  whose  garb  of  office  i^gravated 
tl^.rMdeness  of  their  countenances  and  the  peremptoriness 
Q^^  jth^ir.  behavioiur,  was  a  spectacle  which  the  affectionate- 
0^  of  her  nature  was  unable  to  endure. 

c,,//  If  will  go.  with  you  presently/*  said  I  to  the  officers. 
*5  See,  how  you  have  terrified  the  children  ! " 

"  Nay,  sir,  if  you  will  behaye  civilly,  and  make  it  worth 
our  while,  we  do  not  desire  to  hurry  you." 

I  was  stung  with  the  brutal  assurance  with  which  they 
thus  set  the  liberty  of  a^w  moments  at -a  price  to  me.  But 
I  checked  my  impatience.  I  felt  that  it  would  be  both 
foolish  and  degrading  to  enter  into  contention  with  such 
wretches.  I  turned  from  tliem  proudly,  and  took  my  child 
ii|,jOy,arms.. 

•>;  'fl^will  not.  belong  gone,  my  love  !"  said  I.  ^*  These 
peo]|le  have  made  a  mistake,  and  I  shall  soon  be  able  to 

/^  I  fancy  not^"  muttered  one  of  them  surlily. 
rf  They  shall  not  take  you  away,  papa;  that  they  shall 
hot !  I  will  hold  you,  and  will  not  let  you  go ! " 
5  '^  YouL  a|:!e  a  good  girl,  I^arguerite !  But  I  know  best 
T^J^t  is  prpper^  and  you  must  not  think  to  control  me. 
7^  inen  will*  not  do  me  any  harm,  child  ;  they  dare  not. 
Permips  I  shall  be  back  to  dinner,  and  mamma  will  then 
ti^ni^jbow,  good  you  have  be^n." 

j^^  X  spoke>  she  looked  steadfastly  in  my  face;  and  then, 
flinging  her  amis  round  my  neck,  cried, ''  Good-by,  papa ! " 
^^  bp]f9t  into  a  flood  of  tears. 

1 ;  I  einbraced  the  other  children  and  their  mother ;  and, 
layh^^.to  the  latter  significantly,  ^^  Fear  nothing;  yoti: 
^^{^wf  X  have  nothing  to  fear  ! "  —  departed  with  my  con- 
£idtors. 

,  .Tbe.wi^y  to  the  citadel  lay  through  the  market-\ila.cft« 
"Jlie  Bcene  was  already  crowded ;  and  IW^  XJfcife  iasst^QSk&%f* 
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tiipn^to  b^  ]0d^Ll«i»9  M  «r  ctmamilf  vk  the  uiMii  o^4P 
MPud  gaaing  ey^  and  «iiqiiiruig  itngttea^v  N^#oai  omi^f 
tllung  connected  with  my  pnesedt  sitnttioB  wao?  to;ili%^  iriiid 
|)fii^  antisipat^  4iua  vexation.  1  wa«  ttu^  withR  duttni 
impatienoev  ^  To  mj  ^nugeon ! "  iMid  I  to  mf 
sternly.  ^'  If  you  had  shown  yootself  tartferiiunwuicd^ 
ccied  thiQ  most  biutid'of  then^  "  weiioiili  hmrr^lfl^  |km 
round  by  the  Vftek  way."  >  ffH  I 

.  The  ipa^er  Off  the  pricion  WMHSQUaeidiaiC  klHi  wtamfjk 
than  his  officers.  He  knew  my  person^  and  had  heaaftM 
1^ wei^:  ^^Does  monii^iilt jdiQQse  iStioheBtrnpemmaimU" 
said  ^e.  "  Any  whef e  4M:  I  dam  be  afelfel''  anM^Mft 
I  h?|Uily.v  He  btnatated  ajneitifntt  I  looked Jn^krfabe)^ 
^jph^  yes,  you  wiu  be  pnid!"  He  boirad^  ind  wbmm4 
9»eitQ  a  room.  .  :^      ;:  hiw 

I  shut  the  door  as  he  tetii«d.  Whatt  had  liajitw— ii<i: 
me  wa%  of  l^itle  n^portavuoe  in  itsctf*  -  T3k  idtivrrtiBi^c^  of 
baiHffs  and  aii^«.lidimri«  of  gomoBeiftal  <iiw>efc»4hiay>fiit 
ating^  of  a  |;nat  ;B«]^  j^i«»  so  uttoiy  muKi^VMivle^^lh 
scenes  of  this  nature  I  The  pride  of  nnli^tll^  VPWIM 
within  me  made  etery  appftanuioe' of  restrttill  gulling'  to 
my  sense.  Frbm  the  instant  I  was  able  to  write^'^iiii^'^no 
9]^^  except  i)|  the  ^uptary  con^aol  of  militioy  iissr^iee> 
h^  ev^.  said  to  me>,  Go  Ih^!  or^  Do  this!  And  bojnp^ 
nws  I  to  be  directed  by  the  very  lefiise  ef  theupceice  ?  Wak 
X  to  learn  the  pru4«(iee  of  not  yeply^  to  tibett  iiBw||r> 
Was  I  to  puMhase^  at  a  s^^piilated  prioei  their  yrtiflBBrand 
forbearance  ? — I  request  the  ^leadep  to  pardon^ .  iMBfelr  tiMi 
Uing  him  with  my  noviciate  feetUngs  si  mim  <  kurled*  to 
imderstand  ^  world-^-the  world  cif  a  priaolBi-^M^befttei !  ^^: 
But,  what  was  (yf  more  imp^itailoe;^  I  wis  i^ptdieMda4 
^  a  criminal:  I.  had  been  dragged  A  piiiloBcirVof  Jdatne 
ihroi|gh  the  streets  of  Constanee ;  I  wAs,  by  wad \hf,  to^bf 
subjected  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  munioipal  liiibaBi]} 
I  could  scarcely  credit  my  sensea^that  such  an/  indigiBty 
had  hsffpa^  to  the  blood  oi  St.  i^e^m.  ft  h  tnie;il  ^as 
Minoce;^t*  I  was  oenseious,  whatev^  mi^  beilfty  impinli 
dences  and  offences  towards  my  own  fanuly,  that^iiiail 
done  nothing  to  mmt  the  animadverslon-of  puMie  jml(LC9i 
But  this  was  of  no  oonsequence.    Nothing,  in.  wy  efMon^ 


h<r^ hiving  fyf^^Ok  ^mimptAptiikd^W^n^ih^^^^ 

tmA  hkf^akia^wmf»  tttftclc  thw^  lliie  qUestk^Yi^  wliidi  was 
WMUMJaii lilj  of  ^^^t-^BWny  ^tf «aqileta»^  1i«Bt  had  oppi^est^ 

trof^BiiMEtrHityi  liPh«K  I  wM  llltotight>tlt>  ifoi^^XaiMilatlo^; 
I  had  expected  to  be  the  oompUdtf^t^  il»  deB^n^A^  ve^ 
^lid  iKjiiry  £  Mt  glidtei^ed;     Bat  i  wais  mis. 

*'  ^Jrentendithe^iboita  hatf^itayy  «dd  'wMy'^e  air  of  H  man 

AartMl^hiiniBelfdf^gfiev^    Of  this^  hoMvef^e  magbtmte 

tas^mAttad(k,f^  Do  ^i»  kiiow^  ^/'  m^  I^''  thftt  I  Urn 

^jMaka  koA  9  fcmieiMiii  o^  "^EWdyce^?    Ate  yoU  ac(^ainted 

with  the  treatment  I  have  experienced  ?     Hkyt  you  knt 

]Riiirjaatiifndt3l>M^d)ii^  treatBiMt^^ 

^o^>W«*r»  few  iilkihnt^/*  i^jlied  he  with  an  hnjicilonii 

Irtie^/^and  I  iiu^he  al  leid«re  to  attend  to^u." 

tiiik  was  silent*    A|l«r  the  iimrvd  df  sMiy  a  ^pdurtcar  of 

iniibaar/h^Telniaidi'^-^^    '•'  .  .^1  . -^w   > 

oi  '^i¥mi  cfdl  yotvBdf  the  ooont  dc^  St  Le^  V' 

,:  >f<^^feitei|4i  air;  ylm^lt«^^  ^  th^  pt^]%>id1^ 

Ifhkh'JBkicefivadmiAisfered  in  th^  dty  withinr  Whose  jnifBii 
^olfofa:f  atciMfW  stand.  Our  state  is  a  sinan  <Hie^  and  its 
aiagaatoatea  <ie  therefore  enabled  to  dis<^aige  the  office  of 
li;paBBBit>  Mtiiiil|y  to>itif  peop&t  citisehs^  4Mtt^t6  all  strkngers 
tinljplaee  them^v^s^tmder  its  p^^o«e(^^ 
sii  ^>1  K^onher/sir^  that  sfei^fttt  yea&rs  ago,  1  aiid  toy  wife 
and  imvcii^ikhmi;  sidfe  and  unfriended,  Wc^e  u]pdh  the 
^•iat^^  p^ridELhig  wilii  hungi^  wi^n  ihie  waits  of  ^s 
fiiiy^l'^— *The  fftd  I  m^itioned  was  wholly  foreign  to  the 
fi^int  with  wfa^lL  I  wiets  at  plNisent  eontehied';  but  the 
pimding  am^gsoDfeeof  the  man  br^du^  it  fdrdbly  to  my 
^Mmoty^  and  tirnmg  ie  frmn  >Mfy  Bps;^ 
&^^ Mmulewrie  cof$m,**  reipHed  he>  <<yoa  ai^  petulant. 
Itis  sot  the  office  Of  «  state  to  ^d  1^  sdt^s  it  contains; 
HrctotldMiot  db  that  without  ifxMMfig  ihein  slates.  Its 
ptvipar,  otfhdem  is^to  maintain'  Ihem  in  that  secnrity  and 
frndflM  of  aeti^i^  flhidb  may  b^  en^le  them  to  support 
themselves." 
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I  suppressed,  4^  epotio^fi  igehi^  the  Ipn^  of  ^hin^^ 
excited.  I  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  contention  with  a 
whom  I  r^^ded  as  inexpisessibly  my  inferior.  >f^  ^;i 

^^  Is  it,"  cried  I  sternly, ''  a  part  of  the  justiioe  ypu^hpSflh 
of,  to  drag  a  man  of  rank  and  a  stranger  from,  his^  hf^TBoe, 
without  any  intimation  of  the  cause  of  his  being  so  treated, 
and  then,  instead  of  inyestigating  immediately  the  charge 
against  him,  to  send  him  to  prison  unheard  ?  I  disda^n^ 
mention  the  beh9yio^r  of  your  ojffioers :  those  things  j^tu- 
raily  grow  out  of  the  abuses  practised  by  their  superiors^^rfL 

*'  The  mode  of  our  proceeding,"  replied  he,  "  deffp^ 
upon  the  seriousness  of  the  crime  imputed.  Jf  a  nuui><wl 
distinction  labours  under  a  slight  accusation  only,  we  the^f 
treat  him  with  all  proper  forbearance  fuid  jvspect^  r^^ 
when  he  is  suspected  of  a  crime  of  more  than  ordi^^j 
magnitude,  that  alters  the  case.  The  man  who  has  jceased 
to  respect  himself,  must  look  for  nO  respect  from  others^"  ^„ 

I  was  for  a  moment  thunderstruck  and .  speechless^ ;  M 
^Ugth  fiercely  I  qried,  ^*  Produce  my  accusers !"     .  .     ,.. , 

.  '^  That  is  not  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  Constance. ,  4*. 
have  certain  questions  to  propound  to  you.  When  ypu,hia?f|] 
answered  them,  we  shall  see  what  is  to  be  done  next."^ 

^'  Carry  me  before  the  prince-bishop  of  your  city  !  If  1^ 
am  to  be  examined  further,  let  it  be  by  your  sovereign  j^.  :^ 

^'  The  prince-luahop,  moved  by  the^tate  of  our  afilursff^ 
matters  of  religion,  has  been  prevailed  on  to  delegate.  1?^^ 
juridical  authority.  I  am  the  person  to  whom  the.  cogm.^ 
sance  of  your  business  belongs;  and  at  certain,  times,  iiided 
by  my  assessors,  have  the  power  of  life  and  death  withiiji^t 
this  city.  You  haye  had  every  indulgence  to  which  you 
are  entitled^  and  it  will  be  your  wisdom  to  be  no.  furAe|^ 
refractory."  ,  .  ,      ,.^ 

^' Propose  your  questions!"  .J. 

''  A  perso4,  apparently  greatly  advanced  in  years,,  arrlvejl; 
in  the  autumn  of  last  year  at  a  miserable  farm  you  at  thfi|^ 
time  cultivated,  called  the  Cottage  of  the  Lake*  JLt  is  t^ 
him  Ihat  my  questions  will  prindpaUy  relate'"  ^^i. 

I  stood  aghast.  The  words  of  the  magistrate  wese  moii^ 
unwelcome  sounds.  I  remembered  that  the  straijig^hii^; 
said  to  me>  "  When  I  am  onpe  buried,  s^e^ik  of  me*an4»r 
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iflbfe^  WAie  of  ibe  tld  tiioriel''"    1 're^li^' with  eager- 
^^d  alartn—  ♦ 

Of  that  person  I'  Have  nothfng  to  Say.     Spare  your 
JoliS:  I  have  tid  answer  to  return  you!" 
V^flrf^^^at  was  hi^  name?" 
«i^l  kndw  not*' 
^**jiis  country?" 
^'^IPidaiilidt  inform  you/* 

-^"^It  is  understood  that  he  died,  ^  fri  isbriie  taknner  cBi-' 
appeiai^,  while  imder  your  protection. '  Y^  iii  the  regis-' 
**  W  the  churcii  there  is  no  notice  of  that  event.  If  he 
^'iib  ap](>lication  was  made  for  th6  lites  of  religion  to' 
faSiili^jiying,  or  to'  his  hody  when  his  spirit  had  deserted  it.' 
l^MPare  reqiBred  to  answer,  what  became  of  him  or  hfe' 
r^tmoin^?     ' 

'^^'Thave  already  told  you,  that  fibm  me  you  will  obtain 
noiifKiirtn&tion." 

^'^  Onfe  question  more,  sir.  Seven  yeani  s^,  ybu  tell  me^ 
you  and  your  family  were  perishing  With  hunger.  Soon 
after,  yott  removed  from  obscure  Ibdgings  in  this  city  to 
t£fe'^6bttage  of  the  lake,  and  seemed  to  be  laudably  employed 
iQ  earning  for  yourself  a  scanty  livdihood  with  the  labouir 
o^  Jl^pur  hands.  But  within  the  last  siit  mbnths  the  scene 
is  wh(ffly  changed.  Yoti  appear  to  have  suddenly  grown 
ri^  and  here,  and  in  other  parts  of  Germany,  have  ac- 
t&iLy^disbursed  considerable  sums.     Whence  comes  this 

^'^Itvk  train  of  questions  tlius  proposed,  to  ine,  impelled  me 
t^i^^rious  reply. 

^'*'  Monsieur  l&fttge/^iBiil,*^!  am  a  stranger,  a  nati^^ 
#ftk4ice,  And  a  man  of  rank  in  my  dwn^  country.  I  have 
paid  your  siate  the  complinfent  of  choosing  it  for  my  resi- 
dmce.  I  have  expended  my  industry,  I  expend  my  wealth 
^$n^yoir.  I  have  comported  mysdf  as  a  peaceable  inha- 
iTOnt.^  Ko  action  of  my  life  has  brought  scandal  upon 
3^fof 'state,  or  disturbed  the  peaCe  and  tranquillity  of  yotir 
iJ^drs.  I  cannot  collect  from  any  thing  you  have  said, 
1^  I  have  any  accuser,  or  that  any  charge  has  been  al- 
le^^  against  me.  Till  that  happens,  I  cannot  fkll  under 
jrm^  id&urdvefsibh.     I  am  a  man  of 'generous  birth  iad 
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OBly  am  I  TcomrfaMp  fior  my  ezpeiufititte  «id  Ay4iMMM 
1 4iid«2ft  l»  Mi«er  to  my  tribuiiAl  on  aivlh  «»  «ft^{atlV>ol 
thiflaorU  And  now,  wv  in  emdanui,  ii^ar  T  dCfeikw^ 
j<m  iSf  fittt^  my  libaty ;  and  aeoondfy,  an  mapk  mfmai0bA 
fo  tbe  Intermplion  I  ham  anrtainad,  and  tile*  kUntttf^til 
«4iich  I  liave  caUBeleaalx  been  expoBed."^  -*' '-; 

'^  Yoa  flve  iiustaiDeii»  air/'  said  iJie  mafpMoM^  ^'WlNt 
]DI»  meiitiipa  DM^i  fae  the  rule  of  adniniataiBg  JiMMiti>lg 
^umaUilea,  They  nby  decHie,  if  tbey  tbiiik  p»0|^tt$  ihM 
•ome  «peft  act,  appipwitly  of  a  onnlnal  dcMrfftkii^^MN 
W  tf«^  jigafaiat  a  ma»y  hefara^eatt:lwfloinif'ttbl|mrif 
4iBXMdv«iino&  t»  die  state.  Bat  lB>Caiitta]it«v  tui'l^lMlk 
^Ipigady  4aid  y— ^  tiia.ywwiiiiiam  ■— imii  la  ie(  tbi  pgWil 
a  paimit  to  its  aitlQocta.  I  ftitfaerc^  not  aaefKiy  »Kiakiiftiti 
gNU^  apd^Tamlw  deftwte  «ol%  iMt  is  *  ohimi^  uNi'^MMft 
I  ahotild  notefote  <ia«ii  of  niy  «ttce^  if  IdM  iMt^iwtfA 
vji^ant  atlafitiaitf  tftihe  bch»naii>«ad^qiidiletotfWwry«Wit 
wMhh  aiy  jiitMlaiii>ii»  The  «ky  ol'dowtattee  M^idM 
thul^  aothiiig  iiMKwal»,liaLiwug,  dr  tot  sapMewvhriiiieiBi^ 
diaU  be  tmiaaoCed  within  ita  walk.  Your  y<nhii|rtibgl» 
bare  aaaaped  DetMfrtaHiooii^;  waeb  lM|gertiiHfrdi«y  wofidd 
bane  d9iM  but  te  y«ar'tat»  abHUta.  1^  liiamhiiiti  <4iit 
i«'«Qauifttled  ia  nendy  ioMiond  ar  Komiiotta,  'wie^dHMlliif 
oiWMivea  irA  acnding  the  irftoier  oat  tf  «af  ^iitJ^  lil 
ymr  aaat  is  of  a-  Gtnnplieated  natiiie.  It  harMMMMI 
att  the  xobabitanis  of  our  vinoout  and  reUgioiu  «Hy«'J»  Ob*. 
last  yon  aawwrniy  fiiM|aiTiea>  md  ^Te>a*deBfr«ad  aaiiac* 
tory  acoDunt  of  your  weaisth,  i  am  boimd  t»'-bsti#ra»  tint 
Ihore  i&  noiwithii^  in  tile  tasHBeas  tikat  tmIU  not  -bMkr  ikH 
hf^  Tht  aoiwddencg  of 'timea.oMtgea  ine  t»eoani<ttiki 
dia^n^saimioe  of  yoor  gufiat,  asttfctfia4RiddeR  gpnrMb*ef  9IMI 
IwrtwftSk  Tbta  oonneolitn  gi^iea  xiseto  tin  nest^ateiiiail 
snaliidank  I  Juve  libeitlbiie  to  vi£mtat  yoitt  tbaii^  ilriei|t 
jm  hommMj  einaii'iip  tbeseaospteiwiSrl^lJie^illbstarilpIs 
aswaHmifiition^  my  dnty  diaecta  me  to  itfiiaikd  ye»tt 
pijvoo,  and  to  «aana  yaa  time  you  ii4]|  nit  l^e^  HbMlii 
Aenaa  till  ^yoin  faoN  ^itiaifed  die  wh^^'of 'Siy  inlE^iq^ 

^^  Tldfik  ddilwsleiy,'!  waimad  I,  5^^  ytMr^iclitfli 
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M[Me<|NNi  jKm  it.    (Yiopvpciiojtis  I^^impbmf  Mi  ^' Wfll 
imtiiii^r  aiy  wpttlttioii  and  ny  facmoiir  «»tir«ifi«doTHti^. 

ifoMi<JF46iiigjM»;  becmue  Innru  eager  <to  ddHr  n^  Ihfild 
i^np0p|«4j|oeaiem>  and  T  knew  I  cgiikt  4Mi|ifoiMriu;«ti^ 
ipt^  nm^t'Whzt  IB  &i8  llttt  j(m  caU  <j«irt^  Yotii  ptti 
together  drcnmistaitces  in^  ^^oiir  omtmiii^ :  "yom'^ibi'ln  toti^ 
jiMA»;  aad  tlM9i,  mtlKmt  infonnatioit,  aocofi^ 
ffl4Mttt#0  smUanco  of  guilty  you  tamlaBn  me  1»'ytfi0iitf> 
nA  ^liMNst  to  extort  fi'iDm  me  <eoiitfiBa|oii.:  In  ^ifOeeii  tfi 
mMfi^'Oi  charge  I  dMdtn  to  anavcrx  dK.^eiily'  reiimi  a 
WMi^PthmQWfibmdAmtke  to  ^loosa  vonJectmiCB  and  rtuii^ 
4iii  qeJvanmea  i«  liltnee.  I  am  dcsoeddec^  ftom^'raee^^^ 
llgrVHWi  laiigbtsaf  the^MMiy  and  chan^yksftaiif  France  ^'Mii^ 
AfSf-^rUltod  Has  not  degenerated  m  my  wmas,  ^  I  Udel  my^lff 
^I0(iftad<li|f  the  floul  ^hmmar,  BaaAin<»pMeff^wMiiB* 
i  )M9lr.ioy  issoeeQce^  aftd  I  rest  upon  it  iviHi  eoitfiderite^ 
ImoHmAgir  eHJaens^  habitaaled  to  none^bot  the  gniv«9^ 
li9^bf»iof  ^Iraffie  and  barter^  «re  not  te  peen  of  8t.  LeOtt> 
^jtflP^lbfe^  ta  comiH»h^lid  the  laeare  and  senliaients  by  ^hidh 

Lkt^^JTfii^vrefmig^tj:  '#e&.4qioke3i^  madaieiir  St ^eeo/^' ft^^ 
yiiitl  Ihamaffletrate,  ^^and  jfonr  woidsase  big  Aid  aemklkigjf 
tal)lRftkc#w4bat  the  devil  (Mm:>a»om^tfae<>forai'of>i»^«i^g^^ 
foA:  UuHtjiiK  anott  infamooB  and  ptoftigale  ehwacter  «MI 
fTOBttPpe  mlh  empbaaifl  aenfehiKBis  ^of  the'  pvreae^^HiiOi!. 
H^  axet-pkaaed  to  decide  that  the  pinB«miptiMi»agikiat^i4t 
•iillilMluligt^biit  eahimnies.  is  it  oiBihiBg<  thal^hiaidiig  tft^ 
unified  4k  irttaoger  and  retained  Him  wiUi  you  Ibr  meiiltltf, 
jm  i»pde«inHi]3td  to  conceal  dnsviicti  and  MMr»r  mfl^Kjd 
Ula.fli»'befieen  by  a  hmaasn  eieature?  la  hit  fliUd  diin^ 
ffliPjmoe  gottog  ?  Is  it  nothing  ^lat^  Bnpposing' faha  to  be 
4pidansii<he  prebibly  is^  yoit  deaied  to'faia  leasains  thetiM 
^JMimeral^  and  repose  to  tell  what  is  become  of  ikt  bodyf 
tifil^  ^iipthii^;  tha^y  upon?  liie  death  of  this  atnoiger^  y^, 
mbiorwmx9'  b^re  in  a  ataterdbsiost  of  penmy^  suddenly  api- 
"fmuihUf^  \>^  possessed  t>f  unbounded  riekes  i  MHiere  ki  the 
iliBt^^thls  ^fli^ratiger  ?  In  idiat  arehsres  haVe  you  deposited 
ihe  deekkiation  of  his  wealth?  Let  me  teU.  ^oxk»  wxy^^SfidiiL 
iltat0>^p$emmBptiMig,  Wbidk  yon  eall  notbins,  imm  a^VA"^  ^ 
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drcumstantial  evidence  that^  in  many  countries^  wonld  hiire 
led  you  to  the  scafiPold  as  a  murderer.  But  the  laws  of 
Constance/ which  you  amda^i^usly  ijevile^  are  the  mildest  in 
the  universe.  Here  we  never  put  a  man  to  death  hut  on 
Jus  on^n  conleonon.  We  sunply  oondemn  Ahi«i  t^  pmr^tlM 
.imprisonment,  or  until  he  makes  a  dedamtianr  of  his  gmub. 
.You  refuse  to  declare  the  name  or  counlryof^ie;<B]iB 
whom  you  are  suspeptod  of  murderi«g^  an4  thea  hsm  Ife 
li^suranjce  to  hoast  that  no  private  aceuseitjrisea  i^unslijte. 
^0,  sir,  we  Vnow  tli^re  can  he  na  pnval^  aoQUs^r,  /whereAe 
oopnections  of  tfie  party  can  he  sw^Qiessfidly^xwoeaJed.  J9^ 
ji^all  this  4M)Qceahnentj  which  i^  an  a£;gra^ati<m  of  thtBiflMiA- 
der^  prove<  its,  security  ?  In  cpnqlusiom  you :  beast,  of ^fulr 
l^ood  and  heroic  se^timaiitSj  and  raM  at  am:  citisfiM  aib 
shopkeepers  and  merchants.  Let  me  t^  you,  sir»  stttp- 
keepers,  and  merchants  though  we  a]^>  we  should  soor^fto 
conduct  oujcselvei^  ix^  the  ohscure  and  suspieiousjiniaBCI' 
that  you  have  done.  A^d,  naw  I  have  •  taken  the  :tiw«kk 
to  refute  your  flimsy  pretences,  whiqh  it  was  wholly^iMHM^ 
eessary  for^  me  to  do,  I  have^one  with  you.  Youtki^ 
your  destination,  unless  you  are  prepared  immediately  io^^m 
a  aatisfactory  account  of  yourself  and  your  ^xoceedings*''  ^ 
Finding  it  impossible  to  make  on  this  man  Uie  impss- 
sion  I  desired,  I  declined  entering  into  furiha:  parley  ;  ind, 
telling  him  that  I  should  convey  a  representation  of^mf 
ca^e  to  my  native  sovereign,  and  did  not  doubt  soon  io 
make  him  feel  the  rashness  of  his  proceeding,  I  wi^drex, 
in  the  custody  of  the  officers  who  had  conducted  me  1»,i^ 
scene  of  audience,  I  was,  I  canliess,  struck  with  lhe/«eilH 
ddence  of  circumstances,  which  the  magistrate. had^plaoed 
in  a  light  equally  unexpected  s^d  forcible,  and  ^i^^idt>I 
.now  saw  calculated  to  subject  me  to  the  most  i^juiiQaB 
fsuspicions.  I  was  not  disposed  in  the  smallest  degisee  to 
yield  to  the  attack,  but  I  felt  a  desire  to  act  de^beratel^ 
and  with  caution.  The  whole  of  what  I  had  heard. was 
utterly  unforeseen,  and  it  was  ^vith  peculiar  anguish^thalri 
became  aware  of  this  new  consequence  of  the  stranger^  pdw 
nicious  donation.  This  was  a  consequence  that  no  reaigUi'' 
vtum,  no  abjuration  of  his  bequests  could  cure;  and>thit 
must  be  stood  up  to  with  max^y  courage,  ii  any  hcq9iejv«f 
entertained  of  averting  it. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

4 

MmMiappetaisMe  of  wealth  that  accompanied  me  had  by 

Ilii«?4asii6  made  ita  iiiiipresi^on  updn  my  keepers ;  and  otie 

'flfTtheifi  now  intomed  me^  that'mondeur  Monluc^  an  agetit 

«f  dwtomt  of  France^  who  was  making  a  to^lr  of  several 

«lB>^»'G«sni«fi  sttttes  by  (»der  of  Ms  sovereign^  had  arrived 

Ifae  night  before  at  die  city  of  Constance.     There  was  no 

xiei^reaentaCite  of  my  country  regtdarly  resident  here^  aftd 

i  iaunediateiy'felt  die  presence  of  Monluc  to  be  the  most 

iNtamte  event  that  coold  have  occurred  for  eflfecdng  my 

ItoiUMivable  d^veraace.    Selfishness  and  avarice^  it  may  l^ 

Ittwiiight  TTfmlrl  ralher  have  impelled  the  persons  who  had 

^me  in -custody  to  conceal  fWnn  me  a  circumstance  calctf. 

to  4eprive  them  of  an  advantageous  prey.     But  In 

gMVeliag  souls  firom  whom  riches  never  fail  to  extoirt 

however  strange  it  may  seem^  the  homage  often 

■ppeafs  disinterested.     They  pay  it  by  a  sort  of  irresistible 

mstliict ;  and^  admiring  what  ihey  covet^  at  an  awful  diS- 

taneey.with  (yffieuhy  assume  the  courage  to  pollute  thdr 

^mrsbip  Jwith  ideas  of  oalenlation  and  gain. 

I  immediately  addressed  a  memorial  to  this'  gallant  soE. 
,dier^  with  whose  person  indeed  I  was '  unacquainted^  but 
tlie  fame  of  whose  spirit  and  enterprise  had  not  failed'  to 
have  reached  me.  I  represented  to  him  ihat  I  wais'a 
Fraichman  of  family  and  distinction;  that  I  had  been 
seised  upon  and  was  retained  in  prison  by  the  magistrate 
heve^  without  accuser  or  the  hope  of  a  trial ;  that  I  had  not 
Iwen  guilty  of  the  shadow  of  a  crime;  and  that  I  knew  the 
%eaigmty  and  courage  of  my  sovereign  would  never  permit 
-a  sid>ject  of  France  to  languish  under  calumny  aud'opiures. 
ate  in  a  foreign  country^  I  added^  that' he  would  do  an 
4Mcefitable  service  to  king  Francis^  to  whom  I  had  the  ho- 
near  to  be  known^  by  interfering  in  my  favour;  and  there. 
feme  entreated  him  to  obtain  for  me  immediate  Justice  ajld 
4^veranee.  Monhic  returned  me  an  answo*  by  the  bearer 
«f :  my  memorial^  assuring  me  that  he  would  lose  no  time 
la  eix^wing  into  the  merits  of  niy  case^  and  drnt  I  might 
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d^end  i]^n  reodTiiig  everj  aflBUtaaoefram  Idm  that  a 
man  of  honour  oonld  desiie. 

The  wanntfa  and  fianknesa  of  thia  answer  filled  me  with 
hope^  for  there  waa  no  deliTerance  from  my  present  sitii* 
•taon  that  I  ooold  eontemplate  with  satbfaction,  but  sadi 
a  one  aa  should  be  accompanied  with  reparation,  and  Mak 
Three  dafr  however  elapsed  before  I  heard  again  from  the 
Fj«iGh  enToy.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  he  anneimoed 
his  intention  of  Tiaiting  me;  and,  about  an  hour  K&OTi 
arrived  at  the  primn.  His  appeanmoe  was  striking.  He 
was  tall,  slender,  and  well  made^  with  a  freedom  of  car. 
riage,  not  derived  from  the  polish  of  courts,  but  which  ap» 
peared  to  flow  from  the  manhness  and  active  ^leigiea  of 
his  mind.  His  hair  and  com^esiDn  were  daric ;  die  former, 
though  he  waa  still  young,  rather  scantily  shaded  a  hi|^ 
and  ample  fordiead.  His  lieaturea  were  expressive  of  the 
sanguine  and  adust  temper  of  his  mind ;  and,  Aunig^  his 
eye  waa  animated,  his  countenance,  aa  he  entesed,  atrock 
me  as  particularly  solemn. 

*^  You  are  die  count  de  St.  Lecm ?"  said  he. 

"  I  am." 

"  You.  sent  me  a  memorial  a  few  darya  -ago  eomplainisg 
of  the  tribunal  of  this  city :  I  am  afraid,  sir,  I  can  do  w^ 
diing  for  you." 

My  countenance  lefl  as  he  spoke ;  I  pmgeA  §ot  breatlk 
I  had  conceived  a  most  favourable  anticipation  as  he  en- 
tered, and  my  disappointment  was  particnlaily  enid*  I 
had  said  in  my  heart.  This  is  the  very  man  -to  rcaeue  my 
figured  fame. 

'^  I  see,  sir,  you  are  disappointed,"  resumed  ho^  ^'  I 
have  not  given  up  the  affidr :  if  I  had,  this  visit,  whi^  I 
design  as  a  mark  of  attention,  would  be  an  insult.  The 
moment  I  received  yonr  memorial,  I  paid  the  utmost  rOb 
gard  to  it.  If  the  affair  had  been  aa  you  repieaented  it,  I 
know  I  could  not  do  any  thiiig  more  acceptable  to  my  ss^ 
veieign  than  interfere  in  your  behalf.  I  have  i^ent  the 
whole  interval  in  investigatii^  the  case.  I  have  seen  tbfe 
magistrate  who  committ^  you ;  I  have  visited  the  qttt 
whm  your  crime  is  allied  to  have  been  peifetrated;  I 
have  htd  an  interview  widi  your  wife.' 


»t 
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•^  Wdl,  sif/*^  cried  I,  danfied  and  impatieiit  ^  '*  ^eH, 
sir^  and  the  result  ?  " 

* '  ^'  Appearuieet  tete  uncommonly  strong  against  you:  tiiey 
oav  scarcely  be  stronger.  But  70U  haTe  a  right  to  be  heard  ^ 
It^^  for  the  sake  of  discharging  that  last  act  of  justi'ce  that 
y^  see  ftie  this  morning." 

^  -'^OreatGod  J"  exclaimed  I,  overwhehtned  With- chagrin, 
**'  is  it  posMble  that  my  countryman^  the  man  to  whom  I 
#ft8  proud  and  happy  to  appeal^  the  gallant  Monlue^  should 
believed  me  a  mtirderer?  I  swear  by  every  thing  that  H 
asfered^  by  the  blood  of  him  that  died  for  me  on  the  cross, 
and  by  my  eternal  salvation;  that  I  am  as  innocent  as  the 
cMd  unborn  t" 

^' I  am  glad  to  hear  you  express  yourself  with  this  em- 
^asis  and  fervour.  I  cannot  but  say  that  to  my  own 
IMings  it  has  great  Weight.  But  I  ihust  not  suflbr  myself 
tts  a  man,  and  still  less  in  the  public  capacity  in  which  I 
alaiiNd,  to  be  overcome  and  -confounded  by  your  asseverations. 
There  is  a  connected  and  most  unfavourable  stoi^  against 
you:  this  it  is' incumbent  on  you  to  clear  up." 

"  And  you  say,  you  have  seen  my  wife?"  I  was  dis- 
tracted and  overwhelmed  by  Monluc's  way  of  putting  the 
question.  I  was  divided  between  my  anxiety  to  be  justified^ 
and  the  solemn  mystery  of  the  affair  to  which  his  enquiries 
led ;  and  I  probacy  spoke  thus  fh>m  an  unconscious  desire 
to  gain  time.  ' 

"  YeSjthatis  another  presumption  in  your  favour.  Madame 
de  St  Leon  is  perhaps  the  most  striking  and  extraordinary 
woman  I  ever  saw.  Of  the  husband  of  such  a  woman, 
especially  when  he  appears  to  be  the  oligeot  of  her  attach, 
ment,  I  should  be  always  inclined  to  tMnk  well.  '  Madam^ 
de  St.  Leon  pleaded  for  you  with  earnestness  and  afi^ctidnf. 
9tLt^  asnidst  all  her  ardour,  I  could  perceive  that  she  felt 
ihate  was  something'mysterious  and  unpleasant  in  liie  affiui', 
tiHit  Ithe  was  imable  to  develdpe."  • 

''As  Monluc  spoke,  I  i^aw  that  I  had  fhiled  intone  (^  ^h 
HiaiA  andhOrs  of  my*  hope.     I  thought  that  no  one  could 
Wtfre  talked  with  my  beloved  Marguerite,  and  have  left  hei* 
^Hi^t^e  <ipMbn  tiiiat  I  was  a  mntderer*    RtSw  ^^V!lDi%\!ffi:^^ 
pea  ?  Waa  abe  lakewaan^aRd  unfaithfolAik  iDi^  '^\idi^>A&XL^ 
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'f  Wlritt  the/'  coDluradk  itiy  <<—<iiyinih>  ^•Hiri^innFJ 
nwi '  ]i0t .  imly  iuii4>le  t»,  exf^Min^  fast  did^not^fulfyfiaiieBM 
standi  it  is  yoa  akne  can  dear;  the  ooiioealmesBlvtfkftha 
a^fingcry  hia.ttsai^peaiviloe^  ^m4wI  tewme  «£  tl»  hodf,  laid 
ypttr  o«m  aiiddfatranBitioii  fiDom  powstyitaiKallii.Vi. 

I  waa  liyi'tliis  time  fuUy  acnalile  of;  ihtiUB^taiAiijitimy 
BiMalttfi*  I  sulMaMUid  Btff  ftttijbnde ;!  Mtilkait  1  kaJroo 
loligefi«^  hopellut  ifttiiedigraly  of  iMnfielauBa.^  • 

/  '^  Yon  <aU  on  me  lor  explaBadDn/'  reiilied  h  .'tffrQmi 
you  not  conoaiv^  fpdlanft  Monliie^  thatl  niny  he.^sfeid 
saaolve.your.idimbtsv  aad.yee  tibat  I  inll  noi^?  *.  iBxfla>iidin» 
ia  nol  thebvainesB  of  amaa  af  lumoun;  He'caiiapt4ix>o^ 
to  it.  He  win  win  tke  applanaa  and  appnab^tion  [of 'flba^^ 
land,  if  Wob^  in ;  silenoe*  He .  wilL  bold:  on  the  evien  m^vBub 
of  a  geiieiiouft  apirity  and  liim'neilherto.the'tightJMr  to-the 
left^  to  court  <iie'auffirage>  or  deprecate  die  condeannatiia/JDf 
A  giddy  wultitaide.  Sttchy  my  JbraFCj  eountrynaai^lmve  'been 
ihe  maxima' «if  my  paat  life;  ^airah  wall ■  be  the» manihwof 
mfivfBBf^"  ■•        'J    ■  '  •  ■•'.<••' 

'^  I  admiBB/'-  alMWeved  Monltic^  "  at  least  dK.gaUaalry 
of  d^^ae  aentimeata,  though  I  ottay  'be  locUned  to^doubt  idnfa 
prodeiiiee.  •  But^if  auoh  ift  your  detemusationy  penmt.im 
to  8ay»  you  have  no  concern  with  me»  He'  who!  ]:«8dntcft|F 
withholda  explanationi  must  axm .himaelf  with<palieBce^  aoid 
either  wait  the  operation  of  <tinle»  lOt  wat^Batiafied  wiih  the 
opnaciojaaneaa  of  hit  innocenoe,*'  < 

..  ^'  And  ia  thait  aU?  Will  Jthwe  not  be  8ome^nobie•apiriAa^ 
who^  separating  thamadlveat  fiom/the  herd^-will  jadjgaitof 
him.  by  what  they  feel  in  theif  own  breast8>  and  be  diswB 
tp  him  with  an  ijBBesiatible  impuiae?  Was  it  not  naloral 
that  I  should. exfieet  Monluc  to  be  one  of  these?  Itwddd 
be  hard  indeed^  if  he  who  disdains  .to  tempoiitae 'Bdth 
popularity,  and  to  indicate  himself  from  the  imgfeneaiaHa 
constructions  of  sordid  mindfi)  should  not  by  thatv^  pn^ 
oeeding  secure  the  friendship  and  sympathy  of  tiboae^  whose 
friendship  it. will  be  moat  grateful  to. him  to  poaaess."  ; 

''  The  friends  of  an  innocent  man>  whom  a  oombinatkm 
of  circumstanoes  has  eicpoaed  to  the  moat  painfid  suspiidons^ 
must  always  be  few.  He  can.  scarediy  expeat  the  aoqidttfd 
and  sympathy  of  a  strangerk     I  must  know^  I  must  have 


feb^afeiiibasblerTedtin  «  taMor  s'dioaMmd  vittuesv  befote'  I  can 

'jo^  AikdrstboB  ^bsttmb  to  ttA  my  hopes, va-Monlue'?'  >  H^- 
does  not  Ibel  4luidn  L  bi&  iitnoeeait^  ^  He  does <  »o<^  fcsoogafeBd^ 
ipiiiiib>lliB'eENnite*aiLee>il!lie'Voioe^<the<tii^  o^  tho^igiit^'  olf  a 
faroAnt,  a  jBtnmo  less  incapabfe  tiian  hintelf  of  ieveryiitli^i 
disgraeefiil and'igiioiiiinioiis^  Beit s»1  £  ti^  as yottid^^^ 
vdc^me,  isBsb'iipim  the<ottBBdcnunemlofniffy'ini^^  A 

Areaidsnfltt,  the'deseendantiof  iOustiioiu  anoestors^  kog  tsti 
OEilB^ifi^B^-dle  TiBtnn  o(P  adtrendt^^  biit«t  all  tiiaes  consdoas^ 
a^M4fee!'pDsity  of  my^  senlimenite  and  "the^  into^ty  of  my^ 
oaisdB(%.  i t  wili = not'  < siifibr  raya^lf  to  1)e  ovepwhelmed  idth^ 
liai'iastideBertioii^  ddstdtinrate  refusal  of  jnftieiB  i^' 
:>i{f ^<£lwHkt  de  St. ' Leon  1' ' your  aqtpeal  is  ftdl  of  ^flcei^gy.  In 
tdiatiBver  way  I'dfidde^  it  will  learean^tuifiifedsaiit  sensa-^ 
tioKf  in  -my.teeast*  Let  us  suppose!  tfaat^  as- » (iri^te  mon^- 
locBoid  take  ypiy  to  my  anns^ahd  dknaiss  every 'unftm)iGP^< 
able  appearance  from  my  mind.  You  must  remember  iJttsit 
IttnriliEre'ia  ft  ptiUic  chantoter^  inddiatonlyinra  public 
ahahMMisram  I  eapabke  of  aflbiding  you  assistanoe*  l^us 
flisndtedj  I  am  bonad  to  resist  ^  impulses  of  a  romantie 
aU^iim^aks  eoniidenee^  and  to  dcy  nothing  of  trbieb  I  shall" 
aot^be  able  to/ render  a  dear  and  inti^gible  account.  ^ 

..1^^  Itee  Off. not  part  tifus!  it  is  not  ihe  vindieatton  of 
your  character  to  the  worlds  with  whldi  weave  at  presecrtr 
oBttoemed.  it'isonly  necesasry  that  yoa  slioijdd  furnish  a 
Sufficient  gnmnd  to: justify  me  to  myadf'for  int^ering'  ift 
yooribehalf.  >  Explain  tome  the  partioulan  of  your  case,^ 
iB:-.  emfideoicei  if  yoti  willy  but  fblly  and  wkhcRit  reserve.  I^ 
triUinot  abuse  your 'confidence.  I  will  make  no  use  of  your 
ddramunleation;,  tet  soeh  as  you  ^shal)  yomvelf  approve/ 
(My  eBtable  ine>  to  have  a  reason  ibr  acting,  that  is  not 
HMDcely  capable  of  being  felt>  bttt  that  I  may  know  is  in  itff 
oivn  nature  capable  of  'being  stated  to  anotiber.  It  is  uponr 
me  that  yoH  cafi  to  take  certain  measures ;  you  must  enable 
me  to  judge  of  their  propriety. 

'  ^^  You  are  imfltaierar  when  you  ssppose  the  appearances 
against  you  to  be  sli^t.  Itts  not  a  sM^t- circumstance, 
Aat  you  profess  to  be  ignorant  of^  or  have  refiised  to  disw 
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dote,  the  country^  the  connections^  and  CTen  tlie  nkme  of 
the  stranger  whom  yon  so  anxiously  concealed.  The  dis- 
appearance of  his  hody  is  still  more  extraordinary.  What 
intelligible  motire^  except  a  guilty  one^  can  I  assign  fat 
diat  ?  But  your  sudden  wealth  immediately  after  this  dis- 
appearance^  is  especially  material.  It  is  a  broad  and  glaring 
fact^  that  men  cannot  dmt  their  eyes  on^  if  they  woukL 
The  chain  and  comMnation  of  erents^  that  proceeds  sys- 
tematically from  link  to  link^  is  the  criterion  of  guilt  and 
the  protector  of  reputation.  Your  case^  as  it  now  stands^ 
is  scarcely  to  be  termed  equiTocal :  upon  the  suppoaitioB  of 
your  criminality  all  is  plain  and  easy  to  be  accounted  for  ; 
upon  any  other  supposition  it  appears  an  inscrutable  mys- 
tery. Place  but  the  balance  even  ;  present  to  me  an  expo- 
sition of  these  facts^  that  shall  make  your  innocenoe  not  less 
probable  than  your  guilt ;  and^  as  I  fed  myself  interested 
for  you  and  your  family^  and  as  the  presumption^  when 
matters  are  doubtful^  ought  always  to  be  on  the  fayourabk 
side,  I  consent  to  be  your  friend  1" 

"  How  unfortunate/'  I  exclaimed,  ^'am  I  doomed  to  be! 
Your  proposal  is  liberal  and  generous ;  but  I  must  refuse 
it !  My  story  is  an  unhappy  one :  particulars  have  been 
reposed  in  my  fidelity,  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  com- 
municate, but  which,  if  communieated,  you  would  not  re- 
gard as  dishonourable.  I  may  be  made  the  martyr  of  in- 
fiimy,  and  the  abhorrence  of  my  species;  I  can  endure 
adversity  and  anguish ;  I  can  die ;  but  that  which  you 
demand  from  me  never  can  be  confided  to  any  mortal  ear  ! " 

'^  As  you  please,"  rejoined  Monluc.  ^^  llie  secrets  of  a 
dead  man,  to  be  preserved  after  his  deadi,  and  that  to  the 
ruin  of  him  who  is  their  depository,  must,  I  bdieve,  be 
villanous  secrets  ;  and  the  secret  of  a  villain  no  one  is  bound 
to  observe.  You  must  further  give  me  leave  to  tell  you, 
that,  whatever  a  high-strained  sense  of  honour  might  dic- 
tate in  that  point,  the  fortune  you  possess  is  your  own  afifair, 
and  to  dissipate  or  not  the  mystery  which  hai^  upon  that 
is  wholly  at  your  discretion.  But  I  have  already  advanced 
as  far,  perhaps  further,  than  circumstances  or  propriety 
could  justify,  and  there  can  now  be  no  more  parley  between 
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"  Monhic^"  cried  I,  "  I  submit !  However  harsh  your 
dedaon  is  as  towards  me^  howeyer  painful  and  unfortunate 
its  consequences^  I  will  admit  it  to  be  that  which  duty  pre- 
scribes to  you.  I  struggle^  I  contend^  no  further.  One 
thing  only  I  would  willingly  obtain  of  you^  that  you  would 
interpose  your  influence  to  obtaiii  for  me  the  society  and 
mt^course  of  my  family.  The  transaction  of  this  day  will 
then  be  remembered  by  me  with  respect  towards  you^  and 
a  melaneh(dy  regret  that  I  could  not  entitle  myself  to  your 
/esteem.  I  shall  recollect  with  pleasure  that  I  owe  some- 
thing to  the  generosity  of  Monluc." 

'*  Incredible  pertinacity  1 "  exclaimed  my  visitor,  with  a 
vmce  of  perplexity  and  astonishment.  "  What  am  I  to 
conceive  of  you  ?  Under  what  appearance  shall  I  consider 
you  in  the  records  of  my  memory  ?  Your  silence  is  the  in- 
dication of  guilt,  and  in  that  indication  I  ought  to  acqui- 
esce. Yet  the  fortitude  of  your  manner,  and  something,  I 
know  not  what,  of  emotion,  that  your  manner  produces  in 
my  own  bosom^  would  fain  persuade  me  you  are  innocent. 
"Why  will  you  leave  me  a  prey  to  this  contention  of  thought? 
If  all  men,  constituted  as  I  am,  were  to  feel  in  you,  as  it 
were,  the  magnetism  of  innocence,  shame,  the  simple  infer- 
ence of  understanding,  and  the  general  sense  of  mankind, 
would  oblige  them  to  treat  you  as  guilty.  What  I  can 
however,  be  assured  I  will  cheerfully  do  for  you.  I  cannot 
ddiver  you  from  prison,  but  I  will  not  faU  to  obtain  the 
nitigalion  you  ask.     Farewell ! " 

Such  was  the  issue  of  my  interview  with  Monluc.  It 
was  clear  that  my  reputation  was  wounded  beyond  the  power 
of  remedy.  While  the  question  had  only  been  of  a  magis- 
trate, haughty,  supercilious,  insolent  and  unfeeling,  I  flat- 
tered myself  that  the  harshness  of  the  condusions  that  were 
drawn,  might  be  ascribed  to  the  depravity  of  his  character. 
But  Monluc  was  the  reverse  of  this  man.  He  was  not  less 
generous  and  ha*oic  than  the  magistrate  was  gross  and  illi. 
iieral.  His  desire  to  relieve  me  was  not  less  apparent  than 
the  magistrate's  eagerness  to  oppress.  Yet  his  conclusion 
was  the  simie,  and  was  felt  by  me  so  much  the  more  bit- 
terly, in  proportion  to  the  humanity,  the  kmds^esis^,  ^^  vsv- 
trepidityj  and  the  virtue,  of  the  man  ftoia  'wYvoniVX^"^^* 
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Virtae  and  vice^  bktlMttistn  atid  r^nemenV  tre^  ieqtufit 
engaged  in  the  oonc^  against  ttie/and'diexeiii^as^^iitdMSk 
I  shoidd  triumph  ih  a  contention  vri&i  so  ntany  csteiliie^'^^ 
I  might  now  be  daid  to  haVe  readied  the  «nd  of  tAy^ 
venture:  I  hkd  ddsed  oiie  grand  «)c|»eriiiieiit  upotiM^ 
donation  of  the  stranger.  What  had  it'  ptioduced  to  n^f 
Not  one  atom  of  the  benefits  I  Mtid^Mited ;  lidt  a|»artt<ES^^ 
those  advantages  which  a  little  while  i^  ^^'ma^^^idi 
to:dcationsof  my  waking  dreams.  Its  fruits  had  ^been^  tfi^ 
tasteful  and  loathsome.  Wletli^  I  looked  to  my  petsM 
my  family,  or  my  fartie,  I  haid  feh  in*  aft  the  misfert^Ife 
eflfects  of  this  treacherous  and  ddusiVe  gift:^  Myftstsifh 
Was  shut  up  in  prison  ;  and'  I  was  now  to  msd^  an'  ^^e^ 
ment  whether,  by  clandestine  and  secret  proceedings,  wi^iilm 
could  restore  to  me  the  liberty  of  whidi  w<iidftib^iiepi4ved 
me.  My  family  wais  blasted ;  my  •  wiftr  wa»  st^ck  i6  tftfe 
heart,  and  no  mortal  skiU  could  restore  the  n^uind 'she  iHift  • 
suffered ;  my  son  was  gone  unaided  into  vt^nt^  ei^, 
that  he  might  shun  the  contagion  Of  tny  folHes ;  'what  w^ 
I  to  do  with  the  poolr  remains  of  my  house/ forlorn, -d^ 
jected,  and  Wretched?  The  wotmd  my  good  naniie'lM 
received,  was  of  the  most  decisive  sped^s.  When  I*€M 
encountered  contumely  at  Dresden,  and  was  eddied  iyiifclr 
explanation  by  Coligny,  the  difficulties  of  my  conSdi^dh 
struck  anguish  to  my  soiil.  But  Miat  t^i^re  they,  -^om^^a4d 
with  what  had  now  overtaken  me?  I  was  chai^^'^fii 
robbery  and  murder,  with  every  thing  thl^ -conMnc^i^^^^ 
whole  species  against  the  perpetrati^,  and  det^miines  th^tii, 
without  sense  of  cOmpimction,  to  extirpate  him  fir<6tii'^ifee 
face  of  the  earth.  Pethaps  it  was  only  by  "flie  cbuirtesyW 
the  laws  of  this  state,  that  I  was  permitted  hiy  choice  b^ 
tween  an  ignominious  death  and  perpetual  imprisohty tti 
I  might  possibly  indeed  escape  from  my  confinement  |^'l 
might  pass  into  a  distant  country;  I  might  be  fort^ate 
enough  to  cut  off  all  connection  between  my  past  and  ^y 
i^ture  life,  and  thus  enter  upon  a  new  career.  But  this^to 
a  man  of  honourable  mind  is  a  miserable  expedient.  With 
what  feelings  does  he  recoUect,  that  there  is  a  spot  where 
his  name  is  abhorred,  where  a  story  is  told  against  him  to 
excite  the  wonder  of  the  lgnoraut,axiil\]i[x<&\AT^\^is^&CL^ 
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jppj?9iidla^,gv^iltj  ^  to  ii^t  th/^  ijpaagii^tjiiou  of  t^ie  splitaxy 
mai;D,^v^  uai)c^lei^  ^ijrora^,  ,  ,Tq  be  tji^  th^ni^  of  such  a 
J^^ift  ^(9  ppflWOmev]il,  ISfp,  inft^te]^  iio^  f^,  t^e  paan  to 
^ofi^^t;  rf}a|^,  shall  y^io^ve  fi-pn^  Uie,  det^^tefi  sppt;  t^ 
f^  its^yi^^  a^  i|t«  cluw/'Of  wcumstanp^sf,  will  ofte^ 
|^^C|M*c ;  ij|i^  v^ces'  that  ropiajls^d  an|d  humbled  l^ipa  will  jip^ 
igrhjuf.e<|]i:^j^.>dpije  ;4eg?;a4e4^  ^igW^  ^  fW^e  will  j^se  for  eyier 
Jl^b,  tc^fhdajnw^*^  H?!iP*?mpt  ascend  to  any  free  ^ 
M^  *e^tWi|Bpt ;  Jbjft;Cftuipt,ftjbt^  £b^  hp^thful  tone  of  ufl- 
^Ij^slji^iortp^ ; ,  wherev^.  |hf  gOjes^  he  carpes  the  anpow 
fif.^W'ff^  i»  hi?  bP?oppa,;an[d3,.wb9j^  he  would  eiTjeqt  his  hiead 
<^  >i§i, Jt  jtpija^ds  M«a  P)f  ^C|past,_and  stings  hina  to  the 

f>  ,Jf.tIieqp^8|B^9U#nep§,P^  fiU/tJus  ]P7puldJiaye  been  paijj^ful 
^  f^^y;  .ptber,l»ai^^  ,w.biLt  was  ittp  jpie,  who  had  be^ 
i))i^i^t  ,iqp»  froii^  my  imiEi^ncyf,in  the  opinion  that  f^me,  was 
i^  |u»t  pf ,  ^;  h^iiian  pqs«^sip^s,  and  to  wbom  bp^Oip 
^P)i  ^f  imimpefM^e4  in:^gyjity  h*4  ey*r  jb^eaij  ippr^  njece^gajy 
t^fm  my.flfiily  fppd^,  or  tban  jthe  life  Tyhich  tjbat  food  sup- 
j^fte4<^  Wbat,  would  I  not  baycigivencoiuldl  haye  returned 
j|x|rtl^  sii^ion  in  which  lh^  ina^spipious.  ar^v^  of  the 
^^|l9n^^^e9t;  .1^  fp^u4  me  ?  But  jths^  was  ii:](xpo^4ble-  If  ail 
J^^iJ  h^d  r!^ceD)tly  passed  through  could  but  hj^ye  proved  a 
|^^pj9^y  if  ][  c^ld  have  awakened  and  freed  myself  from  the 
fgh^initoms  of  this  t  horrible  vii^on^  hPw  happy  beyopd  ^ 
.^ll^mc^  Wf  h?ii^i^s8  |shPuJ4  J  by  ^ch  ap,  ^vent  have  he^n 
Jp^^ !  Whs^t  a  lefisqw,  wp^l4  it,  haye  taught  me  pf  t|ie 
.^p^^n^  ^d  ftitility  of  hum?in  wi^es  !  What  a  sovereign 
j^oplemp^  w<»^ld  it  h^ye,  jji^pressed  upon  u^  fpr  wealth  and 
^^  it9,^n  of  ostentation  J  How  profound  a  feeling  of  con- 
^^^p^fjii&ot  with  hii^mble  circJimstaQces  and  ^  narrow  station 
|woi|^4  it  have  produced  in  jny  mh^d  I  Alas,  the  conception 
^;,thp^  advantages  and  that  peax^  was  the  illusion^  and  not 
^Jl^  t^y^ls ;  I  had  su^^^d4  £uad  fi;oni ,  which  I  could  npt 
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Meanwhile  it  was  necessary  that  I  should  make  the  best 
of  the  present  circumstances.  My  heart  was  wounded ;  my 
spirit  was  in  a  manner  broken ;  but  not  so  utterly  withered 
and  destroyed  as  to  make  me  rest  supine  in  perpetual  im- 
prisonment. I  felt  with  equal  conviction  and  pungency 
that  my  character  and  my  happiness  had  sustained  the 
deepest  injuries ;  but  I  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  collect 
and  improve  the  fragments  that  remained.  For  some  days 
indeed  after  the  conference  with  Monluc^  I  was  sunk  in  the 
deepest  dejection.  But^  as  that  dejection  subsided^  I  began 
to  turn  a  steady  attention  upon  the  future.  I  recollected 
that  an  eternal  and  inexhaustible  gift  deserved  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  more  than  one  experiment^  before  a  decision 
was  formed  upon  its  merits.  I  shall  become  wiser,  said  I, 
as  I  go  forward.  Experience,  however  bitter,  will  teach 
me  sagacity  and  discrimination.  My  next  experiment  shall 
be  made  with  more  prudence  and  a  soberer  gradation.  I 
will  remove  to  some  distant  country,  where  the  disadvan- 
tages  of  my  past  adventures  shall  not  follow  me.  I  wiU 
take  a  new  name.  I  shall  then  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  tyro 
just  entering  a  scene,  to  all  the  personages  of  which  he  is 
wholly  unknown.  I  shall  be  like  a  serpent  that  has  stripped 
its  tarnished  and  wrinkled  skin,  and  comes  forth  in  all  the 
gloss  and  sleekness  of  youth.  Surely,  in  an  unknown  land, 
with  the  prejudice  of  wealth  in  my  favour,  and  no  preju*. 
dices  against  me,  I  shall  know  how  to  conduct  myseK  so  as 
to  obtain  honour  and  respect.  It  is  impossible  that  inex- 
haustible wealth  and  immortal  youth,  gifts  so  earnestly 
coveted  by  every  creature  that  lives,  gifts  which  if  I  were 
known  to  possess,  my  whole  species  from  the  mere  impulses 
.of  envy  would  probably  combine  to  murder  me,  as  not  aWe 
to  endure  the  sight  of  one  so  elevated  above  his  brethren,—- 
it  is  impossible  that  such  gifts  should  not  be  pregnant  with 
variety  of  joy. 

Marguerite  greatly  contributed  to  raise   me  from   the 
dejection^  into  which  my  in^Tisonmeat  «a.^  \Xxfe  c«\iference 
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o£  Monhic  had  sunk  me.  I^e  was  my  better  genius.  I 
had  beei^  so  accustomed  to  receive, consolation  from  her  lips 
in  the  most  trying  circumstances^  that  now  the  very  sound 
of  her  voice  was  'able  to  smooth  my  wrinkled  brow^  and 
calm  my  agitated  spirit.  I  listened  as  to  the  sound  of  an 
angelic  lyre ;  I  was  all  ear ;  I  drank  in  the  accents  of  her 
tcmgue ;  and^  in  the  dear  delight^  my  cares  were  hushed^ 
imd  my  sorrows  at  an  end.  She  talked  to  me  of  her  daugh- 
ters^ whom  she  r^resented  as  about  to  have  no  protector 
bat  their  father ;  she  urged  me  to  watch  over  them^  and  to 
take  such  steps  as  should  most  conduce  to  thefr  future  vir. 
tue  and  happiness;  she  pointed  out  the  practicability  of 
escape^  and  recommended  to  me  to  fly  to  t  some  distant 
country :  the  dreams  of  future  prosperity  from  the  gifts  of 
the  stranger  were  not  hers ;  they  were  aJl  my  own.  It  was 
inexpressibly  affecting  at  this  time  to  receive  consolation 
irom  her,  who  had  no  consolation  in  her  own  breast^  who 
had  bid  farewell  to  all  the  gay  attractions  of  the  worlds  and 
talked  familiarly  of  her  death  as  a  thing  certain  to  happen 
in  no  very  long  time.  She  had  lost  the  purest  gratifica. 
tions  of  the  domestic  scene ;  she  had  lost  her  son ;  her  heart 
was  bn^en ;  yet  with  her  dying  accents  she  sought  to  dispel 
retrospect^  and  inspire  cheerfulness^  in  the  breast  of  her 
husband. 

The  readier  may  perhaps  imagine  that  I  was  something 
too  sanguine^  when^  surrounded  with  jailors  and  all  the 
precautions  of  a  prison^  I  planned  the  nature  and  scene  of 
my  next  residence  exactly  as  if  I  had  been  a  person  at 
large.  But  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  power  of  money 
I  possessed  would  easily  unlock  to  me  the  gates  of  my  cap- 
tivity. I  believed  that^  upon  the  lowest  calculation^  per- 
sonal liberty  was  clearly  included  among  the  gifts  of  the 
stranger.  Impressed  with  this  opinion^  I  fixed  upon  a 
negro^  a  servant  of  ^e  prison^  and  who  had  the  keys  of  my 
apaHment^  as  the  subject  of  my  pecuniary  experiment.  The 
idea  of  applying  to  him  had  perhaps  first  occurred  to  me^ 
from  the  mere  circumstance  of  my  seeing  him  more  fre- 
quently than  any  other  attendant  of  the  prison.  When  I 
thought  further  of  the  matter^  I  judged,  froiQ.\\\!&  t(\ssxvw<^s»^ 
of  hif  rank  and  bis  apparent  poverty,  that  1  co\i\!dL  xtfitV*:^^ 
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ehoMn  better*  80  fur  as lekfod  to  iht  Bum.. to  be-^Hwdii 
the  firioe  'of  my  liberty,  at  was  indeed  .'ladiiBBMBt  toiiac^ 
wliether  it  were  large  or  snudl.  I  had  hom^raK'WSiSmdim 
snnch  from  the  ineonndesatelaTiahiiigcf  wealthy- iiiat-jlibad 
BO  indinatimi  on  the  pveaent  ocoasion  to  *  nudier  oetontetiift 
ef  mote  than  was  necessary.  Bnt,  wliat  waa  i  of .  iBoit  irai- 
foiianceto  ine>  I  was  deskous  that  my  .firatt  tespeHaant 
should  be  a  successfcd  one.  Though  not  uniware:4if  liw 
power  of  gold^  I  oonoeiTed  that^  among. ptrtoBs^. of!  mid. 
dling  rank  and  easier  darcumstantos^  there-  ibigiht'be'Tam- 
iica  of  idispositiony  and  I  migfat  be  mistaken  in  my  t^oifld 
Some  might  have  the  whim  of  integxity,  or  mi^t  .plaoe  ft 
sturdy  sort  of  pride  in  showing  that  tlMy /were  content  with 
what  ihey  had,  and  weae-  too  kdg^  iw-.  a  bribe;  There 
might  be  persons  who,  though  of  plebeian  rank,  mightyafaie 
reputation  as  much  as  ever  I  had  done^  find  be.  o£  o{»ittion 
Ifaat  no  advance  of  station  ooiild  compensate  for.  tto  name 
or  the  consciousness  of  dishonour.  Tbese  distuurtioAs  xMy 
seem  an  idle  and  superfluotos  refinement^  <vdieii  it  is-consu 
dered  that  I  had  the  power -of  raising  my  bribe  tot  tlu?  level 
of  any  man's  honesty  or  pride,  be  it  as  great  as  it  iittight ; 
and  it  may  be  thought  that  my  offer  might  be  so  increased 
aa  to  be  too  daazling  for  mortid  iinoiicas  to  testst.,.  Be  that 
as  it  will^  I  am  merely  stating  the  reflections  that  pasted 
thiough  my  mind,  not  entermg  into  their  vindieation;  ,    . 

Taking  the  first  opportunity  then  of  accosting-  thii^^raMi 
when  he  was  alone  with  me,  I  addressed  hisA' tfaiia.: -^h  . .  •< 
'    f^  My  good  fiaend,  are  not  you  poor  ? "  « 

''  Yes,  sir."  .     r    •« 

^'  Would  not  you  readily  do  me  a  kindness  h" 

^^  If  my  master  gtv«  me  leave,  I  will." 

^^  You  mistake  me;    Would  you  be  my  firielKl?  "     .. 
:    1^^  I  do  not  know  wliat  you  mean,  sir*    1  haYebeen<  vised 
to  call  the  man  I  love  .my  friend.     If  you  mean  that,  yon 
know  I  cannot  choose  whether  I  will  be  a  ntaii'a  fid^iid;  It 
oemes  (^itself." 

"  Can:  I  not  make  you  my  friend }" 

^^  That  isy  snaiEe  ine  love  you  ?  " 
,     I  was  surprised  at  the-  propriety  of  bis  answers,     i^am 
xmMe  at ithiB.  distance  of  time  to  recall  the  defisata  ofi;his 
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laugmge't  «nd  >  P  dikdaih;  the  mimie  tofl  of  iATentiBg  •  a 

JttgMl  foipiiita>fiulsble  to  thelowness  of  his  (x)nditio^   the 

•tiiiMT  t0i  iwfaKt  he  tsaid  I  Mthfiiftf  repott,  I  had  before  been 

totidk^  i  Mik  i  a  i  eestani  ^  cerrectdess  of   tfainkiiig  in  him< ; 

tee  ]  DOW  exliaiiined  hia  cottntenanee  more  attentively  tban 

irikO^evet}  before  *  ^done^  •  ind  thought '  I  could  <  distinctly 

Ivacej  iti  'it  the  itidicatiffiii&  ci  m  tsomd  anderstanding  and;  an 

tflkcdElent^heert.  ;  \ 

-i-  ^^aida  not  knoiry  sir/*  cbntfaraed  he.  i  'Mf  I  see  that 

jfoii  aie'  ia  good  maoj  I  .bcheve  I  shaM  loYe  yon.    ^Bi^t  if  >  it  * 

lMi|ip^ad<  that  you  wwe  gdod  and  genesous  to  me^  I  am  sure 

i  shoiiid  lb¥e  you  very  mudi;*'  •  " 

1 1 1  ( ^/ Sfou rare' veryv  poor  ?  " 

3?  ff  iSo  thc^  tell  mei     I  xJereE  had  more  than  it  ehillii^ '  or 

^tww  ^at  ia  time  in  my  life^" 

iiotffrlt  ia  a  very  sad  (hin^  to  be  poor?" 

r)nr^  Why,  yes,  80  I  have  heard>  sir.     But,  for  my  own 

pMrt/iam^ways  merry  and  gay;-  ' 

.r  ffv^y  goodfdlonvy  I  wiU  inake  yon  ricW' 

*^  Thank  you;  sir!     But  what  good  will  that  do  mef^'-' 
'   I'^You  are  a  sanrant:    I  will  make  you  a  master  of 
lervantBtf  •-> 

^  <^^  Kow,  ^lat  I  shoiold  not -like  at  all.  I  am  ^  merry/ be* 
kanaeil^am  %ht.hearted.'  if  i  had  money/ and  property 
to  take  care  of,  and  servants  to  direct,  I  am  of  raid  they 
'Pittldiiiake  me  graire  aad^su^icious>  and  in  etery.  respect 
unlike-vviiBt  you seema"      ' 

i._  '^  Is  it  possible  you  should  ^be  pleased  with  your  present 
situation,  under  the  orders  of  one  man  in  a  house,  ^nd 
obliged  to  play  the  tyrants  the  rest?" 

^'  Why,  as  you  sayy  sir^  there  may  be  more  agreeable 
situations  than  the'  Bfe  of  a  jail;  But,  as  to  bemg  under 
ioiders,  I  have^no  objection  to  ^at.  I  never  knew  any  other 
«oi^dition,  and  therefore  I  am  contented.  It  is  not  pleasifflft 
-Indeed  to  have  a  master  who  ia  always  scolding  and  dlsL 
satisfied ;  but  the  gentleman  I  serve  at  present  is  reasoBL 
able;  I  know  how  to  content  himy  and,  when  I  have  done 
that,  he  leaves  me  to  please  myself.  You  offer  me  money: 
noW,  sir,  that  is  nbt  what  I  call  being  gen^tofna*,  \  ^ksvssiX. 
mo^iDgJ£atmucbj  exaept  when  a  man  ahowaioeV^a'Vs^'Nv^sft) 
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and  convinces  me  that  he  thinks  justice  due  even  to  i 
negro,  I  dare  say  however  you  designed  it  for  gen^osity, 
and  expected  something  from  me  in  return.  Tell  me  whs! 
it  is  you  want^  and  whatever  I  can  do  with  propriety^  you 
may  depend  on  it  I  will." 

^'  Do  you  approve  of  a  man's  hdng  deprived  of  hot 
Uherty?" 

"  Will  you  please  to  tell  me  what  you  mean  hy  liherty? 
You  offered  me  just  tiow  what  you  called  liherty  and  inde- 
pendence ;  and  I  am  content  to  he  a  servant." 

"  Would  you  he  pleased^  instead  of  heing  a  turnkey^  to 
have  the  key  turned  on  yourself  ?  " 

''  That  I  should  not.  I  understand  the  disagreealdeness 
4>f  that  well  enough,  for  when  I  first  entered  this  place,  it 
was  as  a  prisoner." 

^^  If  then,  my  good  fellow,  you  were  convinced  that  I 
was  a  man  disposed  to  he  generous  to  you  in  your  own 
way,  and  to  deserve  your  attachment  and  love,  surely  yw 
would  not  refuse  to  deliver  me  from  a  situation  which  you 
have  yourself  felt  to  he  so  disagreeahle  and  calamitous." 

''  I  understand  you  now^  sir.  .  I  have  already  a  master 
with  whom  I  am  satisfied^  and  I  do  not  wish  to  change  my 
service.  When  I  Was  a  prisoner,  he  found  out  that  I  was 
innocent;  he  got  me  cleared,  and  gave  me  employment  i 
am  put  here  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  the  prisoners 
in  safe  custody.  That  is  the  contract  between  me  and  mv 
master.  When  I  took  the  keys,  by  thai  action  I  pkdgea 
myself  to  be  faithfUl  to  my  trust;  and  the  nobleness  of  my 
master's  behaviour  to  me  in  removing  me  from  being  a  pri« 
soner  to  be  a  free  servant,  is  a  double  bond  upon  my  fiddity* 
I  would  sooner  consent  to  be  torn  limb  from  limb,  than  fail 
in  what  is  expected  from  me.  You  may  be  generous  to  a 
harmless  stranger ;  you  have  most  reason  to  be  generous  to 
a  man  you  love ;  but,  if  you  would  heap  benefits  upon  me 
merely  because  I  proved  myself  a  villain,  I  can  only  say  it 
would  be  disgraceful  to  be  the  oljgect  of  your  favour." 

Thus  saying,  he  quitted  me,  and  withdrew  from  further 

parley.  The  conversation  in  which  we  had  engaged,  though 

I  had  had  considerable  experience  in  the  world,  was  alto^. 

getber  new  to  me,  and  oveiw\ie\medL  ine  'm^  ^^^usfcdshment. 
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I  found  in  this  trials  tliat  the  power  of  money  was  satjed 
to  limitations^  of  whidi  previously  I  had  not  been  in  the 
slightest  degree  aware.  I  thought  that  nothing  but  the 
most  extraordinary  degree  of  resolution  and  self-denial  could 
enable  a  man  to  resist  its  enticements ;  and  I  had  even  been 
tM.,  though  I  did  not  belieye^  that  every  man  had  his 
prioe^  and  a  bribe  capable  of  indefinite  augmentation  must 
be  in  all  oases  victorious.  Yet  here  was  a  poor  creature 
utterly  exempt  from  its  operation.  He  had  no  sense  of 
those  attractions^  whidi  so  often  d^prade  the  best^  and  con-^ 
vert  virtue  into  the  most  shameless  profligacy.  It  cost  him 
no  effort  to  be  honest,  and  he  uttered  sentiments  that  would 
have  given  lustre  to  the  most  heroic  character,  without  any 
consciousness  of  their  greatness.  What  I  had  seen,  led 
me  also  to  reflect  on  anot&er  singularity  I  discerned  in  him. 
In  the  midst  of  the  admirable,  I  had  almost  said  the  sub- 
lime, integrity  he  discovered,  (for  is  it  not  s  criterion  of 
the  suUime  to  be  great  without  an  effort  ?)  he  was  destitute 
of  knowledge^  of  intellectual  cultivation,  and  all  those  ex- 
quisite sensations  that  most  distinguish  the  man  from  the 
brute.  He  passed  on  quietly  in  the  road  of  ordinary  life, 
and  thought  not  of  the  ambition  to  be  wise  or  great,  to  be 
honoured  by  thousands,  or  a  benefactor  to  ages  yet  unborn. 
Kings  mig^t  have  confiessed  their  inferiority  to  this  man. 
But  is  he  to  be  regarded  as  the  model  of  what  a  human 
t^reature  should  be  wished  to  be  ?    Oh,  no ! 

But  the  most  memorable  feeling  impressed  upon  me  by 
this  conversation,  was  a  conviction  of  what  I  had  been 
backward  to  confess,  that  knaves  were  the  persons  to  whose 
assistance  and  concert  I  must  look,  and  that  I  nrast  be  upon 
my  guard  against  an  honest  man.  No  one  was  qualified 
to  be  my  coadjutor,  till  he  had  proved  himself  unworthy  of 
all  just  and  honourable  society.  The  friend  I  must^  seek, 
was  a  man  whose  very  soul  melted  at  a  bribe,  whom  money 
would  seduce  to  perpetrate  whatever  his  judgment  most 
abhorred.  Honour  and  integrity  in  the  most  refined  and 
the  rudest  state,  Monluc  and  the  negro,  both  refused.  It 
is  impossible  to  conceive  a  sensation  more  painftd  and  hu* 
milimting,  than  was  this  conviction  to  my  rcdnd. 

I  was  not  long  at  leisure  for  these  TefLeCdaii&.  \tl  ^^  l^s« 
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■dnulet^lw  BMMter  of  llie  piten  mtttnA  ray  tcprntmaisaty' 
wod  wi^  tdm  the  mgro  whom  I  had  eodotamaei.  tm*fi»i 
vail  OB  to  «iriit  in  nctoring  lae  to  JilMtif*    'Timimamfm' 
hegtai  to  reproach  me  in  very  harsh  terms  for  Atteaipltegttf: 
stdHce  his  servant  from  his  duty^  Mid  asked  nae>  tiUi  sdrt 
efei^yment  or  satisfaction  a  man  eo«ldha;«e  in  Mfe/^iflir 
ooidd  not  depend  upon  the  pec^  he  put  into  lils'eftiplt^: 
ment  P  To  this  I  answered  with  sternness^ "  that  Ii«^cil|)i|: 
hiOld  no  debate  abs«it  right  and  <wit>Dgwidi«  jailor  |1  that 
bt  might  depend  upon  it  I  wonU  leave  no  atonetmtiHHiicd^ 
t0  set  myself  fney  and^  what  was  moie^  tint  I  wMdd  be 
free;  and  that^  to  his  part^  itwashssboainesaao  kei^  me' 
if  he  cevid)  bat  not  to  insult  me."     I  tfantelbre -' indaled 
i^mn  his  •qtdtcing  the  room. 

''  What  use/'  leplied  the  fdlow^  ''do  y«tt  think  mm 
there  is  in  patting  yourself  in  a  passion  ?  If  1  have  -mA  a 
right  to  speak  to  you^  I  know  wfaat  I  have  a  ri^t  to'di^ 
put  you  in  the  strong  ixxmi,  and  load  yon  with  inoma^  -     ■ 

I  turned  my  back  upon  him.  "  And  how  ^came  yini/^< 
said  I  to  die  negro^  '^to  go  and  faetn^  me?  I  shovMliave 
eofpected  better  things  of  you.  If  yon  refused  to  serve  me^- 
at  least  you  needed  not  have  endeavoured  to  bovt  me.~    - 

^^  I  did  nothing  but  my  dnty^  sir.  I  have  no  wiiSi  ttf 
hurt  you3  bat  it  is  my  business^  not  merely  to  take  care  wf' 
my  master's  interests  myself,  but  to  see  that  tfaey  afee  neir 
injured  by  atiy  body  dse.  If  he  was  not  put  oa'Us  guaMJ^- 
you  msgiit  ks3re  been  more  stteceasM  with  the  nest' tumkey 
you  endeavectred  to  bribe." 

'^  You  ivffi  ftnd  it  more  to  yoiBr  infteiesty  vMammt/^  nu' 
tenposed  the  jailor^  ''to  talk  to  me  than  to  my  sennmt 
Tbtt  are  determined  to  be  &ee^  you  say.   If  that  ie  thie^foate/ 
and  it  is  to  hs^pen,  who  has  so  good  a  right.  Uy  benefit  by 
your  resolutwn  as  I  have  ?  " 

My  eyes  were  opened  in  a  moment  I  saw  that<  istief 
knave  whose  rigdu&and  sternness  could  not  h<dd  out  against 
the  warmth  of  a  bribe^  the  friend  of  whose  assistance  I  was- 
ill  want,'  stood  before  me. 

"  I  do  not  wonder/'  proceeded  he^  "  tiiat  you  piefened* 
applying  to  one  of  my  servants^  Their  honesty  must  be-' 
eKpeoted  to  be  had  at  a  cheapear  market    Bul^  for  my  pirt^ 
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]^i9mnda4miined  f thnt  no  inait  sball  e?er  fttse  tlitee  ^wallf>? 
w^ibpiftl  aa»7(/4K«Dg  ^  nchor.'  If  Uiea.  yoiurtieiica^iir.a: 
4il^ritii«t  must<^lu^|)ien^  ktrUfljee^  what  yoH  exa  affiwd  io 

gfif^9^§$fiii.*:<  '   ■■  '  ?  ■  -iti 

;}i6^  Deltr  9M«t»e>^^  ialevpoied  the  iiegro^  ^^  7011  siutely  ndU; 
iwlili9l6il  to  die  gentleman's  offer.  When  I.oelttsed  tQj> 
he^eiy,  ffay>xltu9ty  it? is;  iiDiposnhle  you  should  cpnlent  to  >  he*i^ 

ttlljPoy»iatSjl;f )  5        .v'r-  .    -  (■    ■  •.!    i.; 

^sffiHcddrypur^tongikey  blocldieadil"  saiii  theio^cor..  >'<>J^ 
nMr^NA  taee>  that  monsieur  is  deteisnuied'  to  escape  ? .  I  knowi 
hftfis  -tkthi  I  Thi9ug^(  you  have  .refused  a  biiibey  I  am  wam 
thftl-i^  of  ow  Jellows  fWiU  not^  The  thing  will  hapfpen  soonert 
olB'jIatoiri  im  ff^ite  of  every  thing  I  can  do ;  and  there  caa 
be  no  harm  in  my  helping  to  bjiu^  about^  what  it  is  ia^^ 
p«nB>l«fI  ishdu^d  piievent." 

^:  A?(nMn*ality  1  like  thia .  seems  exactly  in  its  place  in  the 
hi0ast  of  ajaik>r*  •  We  had  already  made  some  progress  inj 
adyustingtbeitovms^f^our  contract^  when  the  keeper  of  th» 
}A^iaoo  intarpoaedi:  f^ 

'  /^iBMti  fitoUsieur^  you  will  please  to  remark^  that  this  ia^^ 
an^^air  whioh  will  be  attonded  with  difficulty*  Whatever 
passes  bcH^een  you  wid  me,  must  be  a  secrete  Your  escape 
W^  f  b&ra  .ihing  ^^n  and  notorious^  and  you  must  have  a 
(Sepfedorato,  that  I  may  not  bear  the  blame  of  it»  You 
ia$Mt^a:'el<Or&  take  my  black  here  along  withyou^  that  his 
4i$g^  may  cause-  all  the  blame  to  fall  upon  him." 

V  f^  Oy  pray>  master/'  said  the  negro^  "  do  not  part  with 
me !  I  love  you^  and  will  do  any  thing  in  the  world,  if  you 
witt  let  Hie  stay.  You  saved  my  life  for  aught  I  know^ 
aiMl;.mAde  a  man  of  me  again ;  you  cannot  think  what  good 
i^'does  me  ^  serve  a  master  ^at  has  been  so  kind  to  me  T' 

.yi^  Get  you  gone  I "  replied  his  owner.  "  You  are  of  no 
use  to  me  ;  you  are  not  fit  for  a  jsul ;  you  are  80^  simpl% 
I^dsnnojt  tell;  what  to  do  with  you !  '- 

i-ifMndeed  1 40  not  Mke  to  go  with  thiscgent^man ;  it  will 
hreak  myJb^rt.  He  said  he  would begen^ousand  kind  to  me> 
if  I  turned  a  villain ;  I  shall  never  be  able>  and  shall  never 
dtarotoearn  his  kindness :  but  you  rewarded  me  because  I 
ima  innocent.  He  said  he  would  make  a  mastet  oi  xsvev  \  «:^\ 
l,$m  hfiHerjis  I  am  ;  I  had  muxh  xathiei  be >  %€tN2ikiii^ 
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The  difficultieB  of  this  poor  fdlow  woe  socm  sileneed  hf 
the  peremptoiiness  of  his  master.  The  jailor  told  him  tbat 
he  would  do  him  a  great  service^  hy  thus  giving  his  master 
an  opportunity  of  representing  him  as  the  traitor;  and, 
with  this  conrideration^  the  negro  dried  his  tears,  aiui  with 
a  reluctant  heart  consented  to  aoccnnpany  me.  Thus  were 
his  exemplary  fidelity  and  al^tion  rewarded !  So  little  do 
some  men  seem  capable  of  feeling  the  value  of  attadiment ! 
The  character  of  the  master  was  a  singular  one.  The 
meanness  and  mercenariness  of  his  spirit  were  miredeemed 
by  a  single  virtue.  He  was  avarice  personified.  But  he 
had  found  or  imagined  an  interest  in  taking  this  n^;ro^  who 
had  been  want  only  thrown  into  prison  by  a  former  tyrant, 
for  his  servant ;  and  this  the  poor  fellow,  in  the  simplicity 
of  his  heart,  had  mistaken  for  an  act  of  exalted  generosity. 
His  avarice  had  swallowed  up  all  his  other  passions  ;  and 
his  servants  had  neither  impatience  nor  insolence  to  en- 
counter from  him:  weighed  therefore  in  the  balance  of 
the  negro's  experience,  he  appeared  a  miracle  of  iniMny«^ 
and  benevolence. 

Our  bargain  was  at  length  concluded;   and,  the  next 
time  Mai^erite  came  to  visit  me,  I  announced  to  her  the 
success  of  my  negotiation.     Before  we  parted,  we  sent  for 
the  jailor,  and  discussed  with  him  the  road  I  diould  take. 
My  purpose  was  to  pass  into  Italy  ;  and  Marguerite  under- 
took by  midnight  to  have  every  thing  prepared  to  convey 
us  to  die  foot  of  the  mountains.   This  p<Hnt  being  adjusted, 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  left  us ;  and,  tenderly  embracing 
Marguerite,  I  besought  her  to  congratulate  me  upon  the 
recovery  of  my  liberty.     She  had  heard  however  of  the 
infamous  nature  of  the  charge  against  me>  and,  though  she- 
yielded  it  no  credit,  I  could  easily  perceive  that  it  ren- 
dered yet  heavier  the  depression  tmder  which   she  la- 
boured.    She  returned  my  embrace ;  the  tears  stole  down 
her  cheeks;  but  she  was  silent.     I  endeavoured  to  di- 
vert her  thoughts  and  re-animate  her  spirits,  by  hinting 
at  the  new  scenes  before  us,  and  the  distant  country  to 
which  we  were  about  to  remove ;  but  in  vain.     *'  I  will 
not  reproach  you,  Reginald !"  said  she ;   *' I  will  not  desert 
my  duty  while  I  have  power  to  perform  it;  you  may  de» 
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p^d  upon  my  doing  erery  thing  I  am  able  both  for  the 
children  and  yourself!" 

She  left  me  in  a  very  melancholy  frame  of  mind.  I  had 
not  expected  to  see  her  thus  languid  and  disconsolate ;  and 
upon  the  ere  of  my  liberation^  I  felt  it  like  caprice.  In- 
comparable woman !  Sttie  was  incapable  of  giving  inten- 
tional pain :  but^  with  her  exquisitely  susceptible  mind^  she 
Wias  unable  to  support  the  dreadful  reverse  in  which  I  had 
involved  her^  or  even  at  times  to  assume  the  gestures  of 
cheerfulness  and  tranquillity;  gestures  that,  at  the  best, 
but  ill  disguised  the  grief  within  i 

I  was  busily  reflecting  on  what  had  just  occurred^  when 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  re-entered  my  apartment.  '^  I  am 
econe,  monsieur,"  said  he^  "  to  take  my  leave  of  you.  As 
I  do  not  at  all  intend  to  lose  my  place,  it  is  not  proper  that 
I  should  see  you  any  more.     You  understand  me  ?  " 

Two  days  had  already  elapsed  since  the  conclusion  of  our 
ecmtract,  and  I  had  provided  myself  for  this  and  such  other 
demands  as  seemed  likely  to  be  immediately  impending.  I 
should  have  preferred  indeed  to  have  delayed  diis  payment 
till  the  moment  of  my  departure :  but  what  the  jailor  sug- 
gested appeared  reasonable ;  and  I  could  not  assign^  even 
to  my  own  mind^  any  cause  why  I  should  be  reluctant  to 
oomply  wilh  it.  I  paid  to  this  wretch  the  price  of  his  vil- 
lany. 

I  now  began  to  count  die  hours^  and  eagerly  to  anti- 
cipate the  arrival  of  midnight.  Though  the  moment  of  my 
liberty  was  so  near,  I  yet  contemplated  with  unspeakable 
kwthing  the  scene  of  my  confinement,  which  was  associated 
with  the  deepest  disgrace  and  the  blackest  charges  that  are 
incident  to  ^  human  creature.  I  felt  as  if,  in  proportion 
as  I  removed  from  the  hated  spot,  I  should  at  least  shake 
off  a  part  of  the  burthen  that  oppressed  me,  and  grow  com- 
paratively young  again. 

Time  was  far  from  moving  indeed  with  the  rapidity  my 
impatience  required;  but  the  hour  of  appointment  at  last 
was  near,  and  I  expected  every  moment  the  faithful  negro 
to  i^pear,  and  announce  to  me  my  freedom.  The  cathe- 
dral bell  now  sounded  twelve ;  I  heard  lYie  noise  oi  %\e<^^ 
aiUmg  the  gallery;  and  presently  a  key  waa  a^^"^^  ^»  ^^ 
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door  of  my  apartment     It  opened;   and  three  persons^ 
whom  I  knew  for  servants  of  the  prison^  entered. 

^'  Come^  sir/'  said  one  of  them ;  '^  yoa  must  follow 
me." 

'^  Where  is  my  friend  the  n^ro?"  said  I. 

'^  Ask  no  questions  ;   speak  never  a  word  ;  but  come/' 

It  was  strange  that  the  master  of  the  prison,  whose  tem- 
per was  so  full  of  anidety  and  caution^. should  unnecessaiily 
trust  three  of  his  people^  who  might  easily  have  been  kept 
ignorant  of  this  hazardous  secret !  This  circumstance  how- 
ever did  not  strike  me  at  first  so  strongly  as  it  oug^t  to 
have  done.  I  had  perfect  confidence  in  his  fidelity  to  his 
profligate  bargain^  and  expected  every  moment  to  meet  the 
negro  who  was  to  be  my  guide.  My  conductors  led  me  by 
a  way  which  I  soon  perceived  did  not  lead  to  the  ordinary 
entrance  of  the  prison. 

''  Where  are  we  going  ?  *'  said  I. 

"  Hold  your  tongue^  or  you  will  spoil  all;"  replied  one 
of  them  roughly. 

I  bethought  me  that  there  might  be  an  objection  to  the 
dismissing  me  by  the  public  gate;  I  recollected  to  have 
heard  that  there  were  several  subterranean  oudets  to  the 
citadel ;  I  judged  from  the  words  I  had  just  heard  that 
my  conductors  were  acquainted  with  the  plan  that  had 
been  formed;  and  for  all  thes^J reasons  I  proceeded  with 
tolerable  ease  and  security.  I  was  not  much  longer  how- 
ever permitted  to  doubt.  I  was  conducted  to  one  of  the 
dungeons  of  the  prison^  and  told  that  there  I  was  to  remain. 
At  first  I  remonstrated  loudly^  and  told  them  '^  that  I  had 
been  promised  my  liberty^  and  not  a  treatment  like  this." 

"  We  know  that,  sir,"  replied  they,  ^'  and  that  is  the 
reason  you  are  brought  here.  It  is  our  business  to  teach 
you  that  the  greatest  offence  that  can  be  committed  by  a 
man  in  prison  is  to  attempt  to  escape." 

The  shock  and  surprise  that  so  unexpected  an  issue  to 
my  adventure  produced,  rendered  me  outrageous.  I  was 
no  longer  able  to  control  my  fury ;  and,  without  knowing 
what  I  proposed,  I  knocked  down  two  of  my  attendants 
before  they  had  an  opportunity  to  secure  me,  and  rushed 
up  the  flight  of  steps  by  whidi  we  had  descended.     The 
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tlnrd  however  contrived  to  intercept  me ;  and,  while  we 
struggled,  the  other  two  came  to  his  assistance.  Th^ 
loaded  me  with  fetters  and  chained  me  to  the  wall.  I  was 
then  left  in  utter  darkness. 

I  felt  myself  sore  with  the  hruises  I  had  received  in  the 
contest ;  hut  what  was  infinitely  worse,  I  found  the  ex** 
pectations  of  freedom  I  had  so  confidently  entertained, 
haffled  and  disappointed.  Marguerite  and  my  children  were 
at  this  moment  waiting  for  me  to  join  them.  They  would 
prohahly  wait  hour  after  hour  in  vain.  To  what  cause 
would  they  attribute  my  failing  of  my  appointment  ?  To 
what  cause  was  I  myself  to  attribute  my  miscarriage  ?  My 
hopes  in  this  instance  had  been  in  the  utmost  degree  san- 
guine ;  what  was  I  to  count  upon  for  the  future  ?  Was 
money  useless  in  every  instance  in  which  mankind  agreed 
to  think  its  power  unquestionable  ?  Wh&t  was  the  source 
of  the  present  catastrophe  and  the  harsh  treatment  I  en- 
dured ?  Was  the  keeper  of  the  prison  discovered,  and  dis- 
missed from  his  office?  Had  the  negro  gone  and  given 
information  against  him  ?  I  formed  a  thousand  conjec- 
tures as  to  what  might  have  happened ;  but  I  was  unable, 
to  rest  in  any. 

I  had  remained  about  twelve  hours  in  this  situation,  full 
of  angry  and  disconsolate  thoughts,  when  the  principal 
jailor  entered  my  dungeon.  I  looked  at  him  with  astonish- 
ment ;  the  cloud  vanished  from  my  understanding,  and  I 
began  to  comprehend  the  solution  of  the  enigma. 

^'  Are  you  at  large  ?  '*  cried  I,  with  indignation :  ''  why 
then  am  1  here?*' 

'^  You  are  here  by  my  orders." 

"  Execrable  villain!"  said  I.  '^  Did  you  not  promise 
me  my  freedom  ?  Have  you  not  received  the  price  of  it  ? 
How  dare  you  show  yourself  in  my  presence  ?  "  As  I  spoke, 
I  shook  my  chains,  I  clenched  my  fists,  I  trembled  with 
resentment  and  rage. 

''  If  you  are  not  perfectly  qnjet  and  reasonable,"  said  he, 
'^  I  shaU  leave  you  to  your  fate  and  jeturn  no  more." 

Nothing  is  more  singular  in  a  state  of  great  mental  effer- 
vescence, than  the  rapidity  with  which  our  \de«iS  «vxR.^^e^ 
each  other.    At  such  times  we  seem  to  t!i[m^  laot^  Vcl 
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minutes  than  at  other  times  in  hours.  I  felt  how  miseraUe 
a  slave  a  man  is^  die  moment  he  falls  completely  into  the 
power  of  another.  The  wretch  who  stood  before  me  was 
more  vacant  of  human  affections  than  any  one  I  ever  saw. 
Yet  I  was  his  creature^  to  be  moulded  as  he  pleased.  A 
thousand  injuries  he  could  inflict  upon  me^  for  which 
neither  the  institutions  of  society  nor  the  extraordinary 
endowments  I  derived  from  the  stranger  could  afford  a 
remedy.  He  might  so  torture  my  mind  and  baffle  my 
wishes^  as  to  kill  in  me  every  spark  of  lofty  adventure  and 
generous  pride.  My  liberty  mighty  for  aught  I  knew^  be  for 
years  at  his  disposid.  I  felt  however  that  my  best  course 
was  to  regard  him  with  contempt^  and  use  him  as  I  would 
a  spade  or  a  file^  to  execute  my  purposes^  without  suffering 
him  to  awaken  my  passions.  I  immediately  grew  more  caha, 
and  he  perceived  th^  revolution  of  my  sentiments. 

''  You  seem  to  wonder,"  continued  he,  *^  that  I  did  not 
keep  my  engagement  with  you  P  I  pride  myself  upon  being 
superior  to  the  prejudices,  by  whidi  other  men  are  fright- 
ened, like  children  with  a  bugbear.  I  have  therefore  no 
rule  but  my  interest :  and  I  did  not  see  how  my  interest 
bound  me  to  keep  my  engagement  with  you." 

"  And  what  became  of  the  countess  ?  " 

"  I  neither  know  nor  care.  I  suppose  she  stayed  all  night 
under  the  walls ;  I  knew  she  durst  not  disturb  the  prison." 

I  felt  I  had  still  emotions  to  suppress.  I  curbed  my 
tongue,  but  they  showed^themselves  in  my  eyes. 

"  How  do  you  intend  to  dispose  of  me  ?  " 

"  Keep  you  in  close  custody.  I  have  got  your  thousand 
pounds ;  the  next  thing  for  me  to  take  care  of  is,  that  I  do 
not  lose  my  place." 

And  for  what  purpose  do  you  come  to  me  now  ?  " 
Why  to  tell  you  a  secret,  I  have  not  not  quite  deter- 
mined what  conduct  to  pursue,  and  therefore  I  came  here 
that  I  might  have  a  better  opportunity  of  judging." 

"  Are  you  not  afraid  tl^t  I  should  inform  the  govern- 
ment how  you  have  cheated  me  ?  " 

'^  You  inform !  Have  not  I  got  you  under  lock  and  key? 
I  warrant  you,  I  will  take  care  what  goes  out  of  these  widls 
to  the  government." 
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'^  The  countess  has  a  licence  to  visit  me." 

''  What  care  I  for  that  ?  I  can  keep  her  at  hay  as  long  as 
I  will.  She  will  not  easily  go  to  the  government ;  and  she 
is  not  such  a  fool  as  not  to  know^  that  to  lodge  a  complaint 
against  me^  is  not  the  way  to  procure  the  liherty  of  a  man 
condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment.  I  can  at  any  time 
trump  up  a  story  of  your  attempting  to  corrupt  the  turnkeys, 
and  be  sure,  when  I  do,  I  will  not  want  for  proofs.  That 
will  cover  any  thing  I  can  do  to  annoy  you,  and  answer  any 
accusation  you  can  make  against  me.  Do  you  think  that 
the  word  of  a  jaUor  will  not  be  taken,  before  that  of  the 
murderer  he  has  in  custody  ?  " 

''  I  can  bring  your  own  servants  as  witnesses,  three  of 
whom  assaulted  me  last  night." 

^'  Dunce,  do  you  think  I  trusted  them  with  my  secret  ? 
They  have  nothing  to  tell,  and  apprehend  nothing  but  a  plot 
between  you  and  my  black,  who  has  been  put  into  the  peni-* 
tentiary  for  his  offence.  He  is  my  only  confident ;  and  I 
trust  him,  because  his  stupidity  answers  to  me  for  his  faith." 

^'  Suppose  I  were  to  double  the  bribe  for  which  you  sold 
me  my  liberty,  what  security  should  I  have  that  you  would 
abide  by  your  bargain  ?  " 

'^  Oh,  if  you  weriB  to  do  that,  it  would  alter  the  case." 

*'  Might  you  not  then  detain  the  money,  and  defy  me,  as 
you  have  done  now  ?  " 

'*  Suppose  that  a  thing  which  might  happen :  can  you 
help  yourself?  can  you  do  better?" 

I  saw  there  was  no  remedy,  and  I  was  constrained  to 
allow  the  success  of  this  twofold  perfidy.  It  was  with  an 
ill  grac6,  and  an  attempt  at  sullenness  and  indifference,  that 
the  jailor  accepted  my  proposal.  The  second  thousand 
however  had  irresistible  charms;  and,  in  spite  of  himself, 
the  sensation  that  made  his  heart  dance,  relaxed  his  muscles, 
and  played  about  his  mouth.  He  was  puzzled  what  to 
think  of  me.  The  facility  with  which  I  produced  the  sums 
he  demanded,  with  less  apparent^  effort  than  they  might  have 
come  from  a  duke  or  a  sovereign  prince,  startled  and  stag- 
gered him.  He  had  still  his  qualms,  and  evidently  doubted 
whether  he  should  not  raise  his  price  a  tYiix^  Vvrev^.  \  ^"aw 
no  safety  but  in  pertinacity  and  ftnunes^,  wv^  V^^  ^^ 
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good  fortune  uldmately  to  check  his  doubtful^  half-fonned 
experiments. 

I  was  led  by  the  accidents  which  have  just  been  related^ 
into  further  and  deeper  reflections  on  the  power  of  money, 
as  well  as  on  the  nature  of  the  situation  in  which  I  found 
myself  placed  by  the  legacy  of  the  stranger.  My  present 
experiment  had  been  made  upon  a  subject  apparently  the 
most  favourable  that  could  have  been  devised^  upon  a  man 
whose  breast  the  love  of  gold  occupied  without  a  rival :  yet 
with  this  man  I  very  hardly  succeeded.  I  was  not  indeed 
so  blinded  by  the  present  dejection  of  my  spirit  and  sickness 
of  my  hearty  as  to  imagine  that  I  had  not  a  secure  game 
with  this  base-minded  wretch,  if  I  consented  to  play  it.  I 
had  only  to  enlarge  my  bribe^  to  change  it  from  the  limited 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  more  brilliant  offer  of 
two  thousand  per  annum^  and  no  doubt  I  might  have  led 
him  with  me  to  the  extremity  of  the  globe.  However  he 
might  have  demurred^  however  he  might  have  doubted, 
however  curiosity,  whetted  even  to  agony  by  the  goadings 
of  avarice,  might  have  prompted  him  to  an  incessant  enquiry 
within  himself  as  to  the  solution  of  my  character  and  my 
powers,  his  grasping  spirit  would  infallibly  have  chained  his 
tongue,  and  been  surety  for  his  fidelity.  But  I  could  not 
yet  prevail  upon  myself  to  endow  such  groveling  and  noxious 
propensities  with  so  rich  a  reward.  I  considered,  in  the 
language  of  the  stranger,  that  the  talent  I  possessed  was  of 
the  most  momentous  nature,  and  bestowed  by  the  governor 
of  the  universe  for  the  highest  purposes ;  and  I  should  have 
held  myself  unjustifiable  in  enriching  by  its  means,  however 
urgent  the  necessity  might  appear,  the  most  worthless  of 
mankind. 

<  The  sentiments  of  my  tyrant  varied  every  hour ;  he  was 
fickle,  anxious,  and  undetermined;  harassed  with  the  double 
fear  of  losing  the  sum  already  obtained,  and  of  not  securing 
the  whole  of  what  was  capable  of  being  acquired.  He  parted 
with  me  at  last  with  all  the  pangs  of  a  lover,  who  witnesses 
the  ceremony  of  his  mistress's  taking  the  monastic  veil,  and 
being  sundered  from  him  for  ever.     I  was  his  Fortimatttfs 

purse,  and  this  was  the  last  day  Vie  -was  to  enjoy  the  use  of  it  ; 

/  was  to  him.  as  the  buried  tieasuie  oi  «ime\OTv^-iat^x\«a. 
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koarder^  and  he  feared  he  should  quit  his  digging  hefore  he 
had  carried  off  every  thing  that  the  field  concealed.  At 
length  however  he  hegan  to  apprehend  that  he  had  urged 
die  refinement  of  an  unprincipled  avarice  as  far  as  it  would 
go ;  arid  therefore  in  a  few  days^  the  negro  heing  already 
discharged  &om  his  penance,  he  suffered  us  to  escape  together. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


Having  rejoined  the  remainder  of  my  family,  we  set  out 
together  for  the  plains  of  I(aly.  My  first  interview  with 
Marguerite  after  my  return  from  Dresden  had  heeii  melan- 
choly. But  our  situation  was  now  such  as  to  give  addi- 
tional  anguish  to  her  serious  thoughts.  She  had  then  re- 
garded me  as  ambiguous,  mysterious,  and  impenetrable, 
qualities  from  which  the  frankness  of  her  nature  spontane- 
ously revolted ;  she  saw  in  me  the  destroyer  of  her  son,  the 
idol  of  her  heart ;  she  believed  me  an  alchymist,  a  charac- 
ter which  she  viewed  as  base,  degrading,  and  insensible; 
she  had  heard  that  rumour  had  been  busy  with  my  fame. 
But  now  she  saw  in  me  a  man  of  blasted  reputation,  ar- 
raigned and  imprisoned  for  robbery  and  murder.  She  did 
not  credit  these  imputations.  But  did  the  ingenuous  and 
noble-minded  Marguerite  de  DamviUe  ever  think  to  find 
herself  allied  to  a  being  thus  loaded  with  the  world's  ab- 
horrence ;  that  she  should  be  compelled  to  honour  with  the 
sacred  name  of  husband  a  fugitive,  a  prison-breaker,  and 
an  outlaw  ?  If  I  had  suffered  these  things  in  the  defence 
of  my  children,  my  reUgion,  or  my  country,  the  case  would 
have  been  widely  different.  If,  while  encountering  the 
contempt  of  men,  I  had  carried  within  me  the  glorious 
feeling,  that  what  they  regarded  as  my  disgrace  was  indeed 
;ny  immortal  honour.  Marguerite  de  Damville,  beyond  all 
women,  was  prepared  to  despise  their  senseless  blame,  and 
proudly  to  demand  her  share  in  such  a  dishonour. 

I  know  there  are  njen  who  will  listen  mtXi  iTeXixs^.vos!^'^- 
Mence  to  a  detail  of  such  sorrows  as  lieis>  aiv^^Vo  V^  <srj 
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out^  '^  If  we  must  be  distressed^  give  us  more  substantial  I  ii 
and  genuine  sources  of  distress ! "  They  will  r^ard  ^  1 1 
dejection  of  Marguerite  as  an  idle  wilfulness  of  grief,  better  i 
entitled  to  aversion  than  to  sympathy;  and  will  tell  me 
that  nothing  but  the  most  deplorable  bhndness  could  have 
prevented  her  from  discerning  the  happiness  of  her  oondi-  ) 
tion ;  that  she  had  the  world  before  her^  a  rich^  a  braye,  t 
and  an  enterprising  husband,  with  a  lovely  family  of  chil- 
dren ;  that  they  could  move  from  country  to  country,  and 
from  cUmate  to  climate,  carrying  with  them  the  means  of 
luxury,  indulgence,  homage,  and  usefulness.  To  such 
moraUsers  I  write  not.  For  those  who  are  incapable  of 
sympathising  with  the  delicate  sensations  of  Marguerite,  I 
am  as  Uttle  qualified  to  enter  into  their  feelings  as  they  into 
mine.  In  the  sequel  of  the  story  however  it  is  not  impose 
sible  they  may  meet  with  their  gratification.  I  am  hasten- 
ing to  events  corporeal  and  palpable.  I  and  my  family  did 
wander  from  country  to  country,  and  from  climate  to  cli- 
mate.   With  what  resulting  success  will  speedily  be  seen. 

Our  destination  at  the  present  moment  led  us  through 
the  territory  of  the  Grisons^  and  over  a  limb  of  the  Rhetian 
Alps,  to  Como,  Milan,  Piacenza,  Parma,  and  Pisa^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  latter  city  we  resolved  to  take  np 
our  immediate  residence.  In  this  passs^e  we  met  with  few 
adventures  that  merit  to  be  recorded  in  my  history.  One 
however  seems  entitled  to  a  place,  both  as  it  tends  to  dis- 
play the  singular  worth  of  a  dumb  and  unpretending  brute, 
and  as  it  is  in  some  sort  connected  with  the  fortunes  I  en- 
countered in  the  Pisan  territory.  It  occurred  in  our  jour- 
ney over  the  Alps. 

One  evening,  in  the  wildest  and  most  desolate  part  of 
the  mountain,  after  having  lodged  my  family  in  an  inn,  I 
wandered  forth  to  take  a  survey  of  the  neighbouring 
scenery.  It  was  moonhght;  our  travel  of  the  day  had 
been  shorty  and  had  left  on  me  no  impression  of  fatigue; 
while  the  romantic  appearance  of  every  thing  around, 
tempted  me  to  extend  my  excursion  further  than  I  had 
originally  purposed.  Stories  of  robberies  and  murders  in 
the  vicinity  had  been  repeated  to  us,  and  Marguerite  had 
employed  the  precaution  of  dem\ii^lle<iViOTj«aLOsv'w^\bfc 
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name  which  the  caprice' of  his  fonner  masters  had  bestowed 
on  my  faithfid  negro^  to  follow  my  steps  and  hold  me  in 
sig:lit.  No  anticipations  of  danger  however  distmrbed  my 
contenaplations.  I  resigned  myself^  as  all  my  life  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  do^  to  the  impressions  of  the  moment^' 
and  sought  to  shut  out  memory  and  the  world  from  all  my 
thoughts.  The  scene  was  inexpressibly  beautiful ;  the  si« 
lence  was  uninterrupted  and  awful.  The  splendour  of  the 
moon  gave  a  sober  and  silvery  tint  to  every  thing  by  which 
its  light  was  caught ;  soft  white  clouds  were  scattered  in 
the  deep  azure  of  the  sky ;  the  shades  were  of  a  blackness 
and  profundity  that  could  not  be  surpassed.  Every  thing 
was  calculated  to  soothe  and  subdue  the  mind^  to  inspire  a 
grand  and  expansive  tranquillity.  The  enthusiasm  it  spoke 
occupied  every  channel  of  my  heart.  I  stood  still.  It  seemed 
as  if  motion  would  have  jarred  and  broken  the  spell  that 
seized  me;  I  yielded  with  eager  transport  to  the  sentiment 
that  shrowded  and  enveloped  me  in  its  ample  embrace. 

I  had  remained  motionless  for  above  half  an  hour^  when 
a  sudden  and  eager  sound  burst  upon  my  ear.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  shriek  of  some  human  creature  in  distress.  It 
was  repeated  several  times.  My  first  impulse  was  to  fly  to 
the  spot  from  which  the  sound  appeared  to  proceed.  Mean* 
while  Hector  came  up  to  me^  and  endeavoured  to  detam  me 
by  violence.  His  first  principle  was  obedience  to  every  just 
and  lawful  command ;  and  the  errand  upon  which  he  was 
commissioned^  was  to  preserve  me  from  the  approach  of 
danger.  He  represented  to  me  the  stories  of  banditti  we 
had  recently  heard.  He  told  me  that  we  should  too  pro« 
bably  fall  in  with  a  numerous  party  of  these  desperadoes^ 
against  whom  all  our  efforts^  either  for  ourselves  or  for 
those  I  was  desirous  to  succour,  would  be  nugatory.  What 
would  become  of  my  children  ?  what  would  become  of  his 
mistress,  if  my  rashness  were  succeeded  by  a  fatal  event  ? 
While  he  was  thus  speaking,  and  exerting  himself  to  detain 
me,  the  cries  ceased.  I  believed  they  were  those  of  a 
person  assassinated.  I  conceived  that  I  should  be  the  vilest 
of  poltroiMis  if  I  suffered  any  consideration  to  prevent  me 
from  endeavouring  to  afford  to  this  unfortunate  Uie  relief  in 
my  power. 
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I  had  not  adyanoed  hr,  before  I  peiseiyed  coming  to- 
wards UBy  in  the  same  direction  from  which  the  sound  had 
Teachc»d  my  ear,  a  dog,  entirely  blacky  and  of  uncommon 
statore  and  strength.  He  was  alone.  Having  caught  si^t 
of  us,  he  increased  his  paoe^  and  had  no  sooner  reached  the 
wpot  on  which  we  stood,  than  he  seiaed  the  ^p  of  my  coat, 
and  pulled  it  with  considerable  yiolenoe.  I  was  somewhat 
alarmed  at  his  size  and  action,  the  latter  of  which  I  appre- 
hended to  have  a  hostile  design ;  and,  having  shaken  him 
off,  I  put  myself  in  a  posture  of  defence  with  a  cane  that 
I  carried  in  my  hand.  Undeterred  however  by  my  gesture, 
he  returned  to  the  attack,  only  pulling  with  something  kss 
esiertion  of  strength  than  he  had  done  before.  More  ac- 
curate attention  convinced  me  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
injure  me,  and  I  withhdd  the  action  of  Hector,  who  had 
raised  his  hand  to  strike  in  defence  of  his  master.  1  suf- 
fered him  to  guide  me ;  and,  after  a  considerable  circuit 
which  the  nature  of  the  road  obliged  us  to  take,  he  led  me 
to  a  spot  where  I  found  a  man  lying  on  the  ground,  and 
weltering  in  his  Idood,  but  with  no  person  near,  to  whom  to 
impute  the  violence  he  had  sustained. 

His  blood  flowed  copiously  from  two  or  three  different 
wounds,  one  of  them  in  particular  near  his  left  breast ;  and 
my  first  care  was  to  stop  the  effusion.  For  this  purpose  we 
stripped  him  of  his  clothes,  and  tore  his  linen  into  bandages. 
When  we  found  him,  he  was  insensible ;  but  the  anguish 
of  binding  his  wounds  revived  him  a  little,  though  only 
enough  to  extort  from  him  sighs  and  groans.  This  accom- 
plished,  I  dismissed  Hector  to  the  inn  to  procure  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  litter,  by  which  he  might  more  easUy  be 
conveyed  within  reach  of  effectual  assistance. 

I  was  now  left  for  six  hours  with  no  other  companions 
than  the  wounded  gentleman  and  his  dog,  upon  the  very 
spot  upon  which  he  had  just  before  sustained  so  ferocious  a 
treatment,  probably  from  the  hands  of  banditti.  They 
might  every  moment  be  expected  to  return.  This  was  no 
agreeable  notion  to  a  person  circumstanced  as  I  was.  I  was 
compelled  to  feel  that  a  man  possessed  of  boundless  and 
illimitable  wealth,  and  of  the  power  of  repelling  old  age 
aod  disease,  did  not  in  these  advantages  possess  every  thing. 
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Notwithstanding  the  disappointments  and  mortifications  I 
had  sustained^  I  was  yet  attached  to  life :  and  though  the 
bequests   of  the  stranger  had  hitherto  produced  to  me 
nothing  but  evil,  I  still  looked^  with  almost  puerile  eager- 
ness and  beating  of  hearty  for  the  time  when  I  might  spread 
out  the  whole  extent  of  my  treasures  without  parsimony  or 
title  dread  of  reverse.     During  the  interval  which  I  em- 
ployed in  these  reflections^  the  wounded  man  was  for  the 
most  part  in  a  state  of  insensibility^  and  constantly  speech- 
less.     I  expected  his  death  every  moment^  and  I  perceived^ 
as  I  thought  with  certainty^  that  there  was  no  hope  of  his 
Teoover^.     IVbile  we  had  dressed  his  wounds,  the  dog  had 
watched  our  motions  with  the  most  restless  attention,  and, 
now  that  it  was  over,  he  came  and  licked  my  hands,  and 
hdd  himself  down  at  my  feet.     The  least  motion  however, 
so  much  as  a  rustling  among  the  leaves,  startled  him :  he 
rose,  looked  round,  and  seemed  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of 
ihe  disturbance  ;  but  he  abstained  from  barking  and  every 
kind  of  noise;  whether  it  were  that  he  was  conscious  of 
the  advantage  of  quiet  to  a  person  in  his  master's  condition, 
or  that  he  had  the  sense  to  know,  in  the  situation  in  which 
we  were  placed,  that  whatever  produced  alarm,  might  event* 
naUy  expose  us  to  undiscovered  danger. 

It  was  broad  daylight  before  Hector  re-appeared,  and  several 
other  persons  in  his  company.  Hector  was  not  of  a  temper 
to  have  receded  from  any  thing  he  undertook,  and  the  au- 
tiiority  of  Marguerite  had  in  this  instance  seconded  his 
remonstrances  with  the  surly  and  inactive  peasants  of  the 
place.  I  had  at  this  time  only  one  other  male  servant; 
but,  when  Hector  returned,  he  brought  with  him  a  crazy 
kind  of  litter,  and  a  recruit  of  four  mountaineers.  The 
woimded  man  still  lived,  and  was  conveyed  alive  to  the 
fdace  at  which  I  had  taken  up  my  lodging.  He  survived 
ihree  days ;  and,  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  the  dog 
eould  neither  be  moved  by  force,  nor  prevailed  on  by  en- 
treaties, to  quit  the  apartment  of  his  master.  Before  his 
death  my  unfortunate  guest  recovered  the  power  of  speech. 
He  told  me  that  his  name  was  Andrea  Filosanto,  and, 
which  struck  me  as  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  he  was  of 
Pisa,  the  very  place  at  whidi  I  purposed  to  take  up  my 
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abode.  He  had  a  brother  resident  in  that  city^  and  had 
himself  been  about  to  marry  a  very  beaHtiful  and  accom 
plished  young  lady^  an  heiress^  of  the  house  of  Carrac- 
ciuoli  in  Pisa.  Previously  to  his  marriage^  he  {resolved  to 
make  a  visit  to  his  mother^  who  had  espoused  to  her  second 
husband  a  French  nobleman  of  Languedoc.  He  had  tra« 
veiled  accompanied  only  by  one  servant^  contrary  to  the 
persuasions  both  of  his  brother  and  the  family  of  his  in- 
tended  bride ;  but  that  servant^  though  he  had  been  a  very 
short  time  in  his  employment^  was  active^  ingenious^  and 
obliging^  and  had  established  himself  strongly  in  the  favour 
of  his  master.  Signor  Filosanto  had  taken  with  him  a  sum 
of  money^  the  produce  of  one  year's  income  of  the  dowar 
of  his  mother ;  and  it  was  but  too  probable  that  the  rich- 
ness of  the  charge  he  bofe^  had  been  fatal  to  the  Ufe  of  the 
bearer.  His  servant  had  disappeared  from  his  side  not  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  his  being  attacked  by  the  ban- 
ditti ;  and  various  concurring  circumstances  seemed  to  fix 
on  this  servant  the  accusation  of  being  an  accomplice  with 
the  murderers.  Having  heard  from  the  unfortunate  suf- 
ferer the  tale  of  treachery  of  his  human  attendant^  I  related 
to  him  the  extraordinary  example  of  fidelity  and  attachment 
shown  by  his  dog.  The  master  was  struck  with  the  story 
I  told^  and  called  the  dog  to  him  upon  his  bed.  The  poor 
animal  first  leaped  up  upon  the  foot  of  the  bed^  and  then 
warily  and  with  great  caution  crawled  to  his  master's  face. 
Filosanto  embraced  the  dog^  'who  by  his  manner  showed 
himself  fully  sensible  of  the  purport  of  the  action.  That 
very  evening,  having  requested  me  to  convey  his  remains  to 
the  tomb  of  his  ancestors  at  Pisa,  the  master  expired.  The 
dog  in  dumb  and  constant  grief  watched  by  the  corpse,  and 
followed  the  vehicle  in  which  it  was  conveyed  to  Pisa. 
After  the  funeral,  he  made  the  choice,  from  which  he  could 
not  be  diverted,  of  living  with  me,  and  not  with  the  brother 
and  relations  of  his  master,  to  whom  he  was  almost  wholly 
a  stranger,  but  who  would  gladly  have  received  him.  One 
of  the  advantages  I  derived  from  this  adventure,  was  the 
friendship  and  protection  of  the  Filosanti  and  Carracciuoli, 
two  of  the  most  powerful  famiUes  in  Pisa. 
I  have  not  yet  finished  t\ie  \Astor5  <ii  xirj  ^iO^.    kfe«- 
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months  after  our  establishment  in  the  Pisan  territory^  the 
yalet  of  the  deceased  had  the  audacity  to  appear  in  that  city. 
He  believed  himself  to  be  entirely  unknown  there^  his 
master  having  taken  him  into  his  service  during  his  resi- 
dence as  a  student  in  the  university  of  Bobgna ;  and  having 
ordered  him,  previously  to  his  projected  tour  into  France, 
to  stay  behind  and  settle  his  debts  and  other  affairs  at  that 
place.  He  found  however  an  adversary  in  Pisa  that  in  all 
his  anticipations  had  never  occurred  to  his  thoughts.  The 
dog  saw  him  at  a  distance  in  the  street,  ran  towards  him 
with  incredible  swiftness,  and  fell  upon  him  with  savage 
violence  and  ferocity.  The  man  was  not  extricated  from 
his  gripe,  till  he  had  been  severely  and  dangerously  wounded. 
Thus  assailed,  all  the  terrors  of  superstition  and  an  accusing 
conscience  seized  on  this  devoted  villaiti ;  he  owned  who  he 
was,  and  confessed  that  he  had  made  one  among  the  assas- 
sins and  plunderers  of  his  master,  visible  probably  to  the 
dog,  though  unseen  by  the  unfortunate  Filosahto.  He  de- 
clared, that  he  knew  not  what  motive  had  brought  him  to 
Pisa,  that  he  seemed  to  himself  under  the  guidance  of  an 
impulse  which  he  had  not  power  to  resist,  and  that  he  re- 
joiced  that  Providence  had  thus  conducted  him  to  the  expi- 
ation of  his  guilt.  He  was  brought  to  his  trial,  and  suffered 
death  for  his  crime. 

Charon,  such  was  the  name  by  which  my  dog  was 
distinguished,  showed  himself  in  all  his  actions  worthy  of 
the  character  for  attachment  and  sagacity  which  he  had  in 
these  instances  acquired.  He  was  therefore  the  favourite  of 
my  whole  family,  and  particularly  of  Hector.  But  his  own 
partiality  was  with  the  nicest  discrimination  reserved  for 
me.  The  ruling  passion  of  his  preceding  master  had  been 
the  sports  of  the  field,  and  his  leading  singularity  an  uncom- 
mon familiarity  and  friendship  towards  his  brute  attendants. 
By  this  conduct  he  had  won  the  affections,  and  perhaps 
awakened  the  understanding  and  virtues,  of  the  faithful 
Charon.  I  own  my  weakness.  I  could  not  resist  the  assi- 
duities and  regard  of  this  generous  brute ;  and,  though  I 
had  never  before  conceived  any  extraordinary  partiality  for 
creatures  of  his  species,  his  sagacity  and  noVAewesi^  oi  waXx^t^ 
took  a  strong  hold  of  my  affection.     1  a^jnixe^  \C\^  ioirai 
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and  agility  as  he  bounded  and  gamboled  before  me  upon 
the  plain.  In  the  midst  of  his  gayest  fipolics  he  was  aH 
attention^  and  the  least  sign  I  made  him  would  instantly 
divert  his  exertions  to  a  different  pursuit  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  salute  me  with  honesty  undesigning  homage  every 
morning  as  I  came  from  my  chamber^  and  I  should  have 
missed  his  presence'^with  heaviness  of  heart  upon  this  plain 
and  homely  occasion.  He  was  the  associate  of  my  solitary 
walks^  and  my  companion  when  pensive  meditations  in- 
duced me  to  withdraw  from  all  human  society.  I  became 
accustomed  at  such  periods  to  observe  Km  by  my  side^  ^and 
should  have  felt  that  all  was  not  right  if  he  were  not  there. 
I  was  interested  in  his  healthy  his  well-being  and  his  enjoy- 
ments ;  and^  if  any  calamity  befell  him^  was  prepared  to 
feel  it  more  severely  than  a  wise  man  is  sometimes  vrilling 
to  confess.  -»  It  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  add  to  this 
simple  history  of  my  faithful  Charon^  'the  circumstance  of 
his  having  saved  the  life  of  a  beautiful  little  boy  of  ten 
years  old^  who  had  unlucldy  slipped  into  the  Arno^  and 
whom  he  seized  by  his  garments  and  drew  to  the  shore^  had 
it  not  some  connection  with  what  I  shall  speedily  have 
occasion  to  relate. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


To  return  to  the  thread  of  my  narrative,  which  in  stating 
these  particulars  I  have  in  some  points  anticipated. — I  sat 
down,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  the  environs  of  the  city  of 
Pisa.  Marguerite,  as  well  as  myself,  had  a  powerful  attach- 
ment to  the  retirement  of  rural  life,  and  I  judged  it  equally 
eligible  for  the  health  and  intellectual  improvement  of  my 
daughters.  I  accordingly  purchased  a  small  domain,  de- 
lightfully situated,  but  of  simple  appearance,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Arno.  Here  I  proposed  to  remain  during  the  indis- 
position of  my  wife,  which  I  flattered  myself  retirement, 
tranquillity,  attention  and  kindness,  would  in  no  long  time 
be  able  to  cure.  To  this  object  I  resolved  to  devote  my 
exertions.     Well  did  she  merit  this  return  from  me,  who 
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bad  restored  me  in  the  guilty  ruin  of  my  fortunes^  and  raised 
me  from  the  abyss  of  insanity.  Odious  and  detestable  in 
the  utmost  degree  should  I  have  appeared  in  my  own  eyes^ 
if  I  could  have  n^lected  any  means  I  was  able  to  devise,  to 
heal  a  mischief  of  which  my  own  precipitation^  selfishness, 
and  folly  were  the  only  causes.  Every  little,  continual, 
nameless  care  I  exerted,  was  as  a  drop  of  healing  balm  to 
the  burning  fever  and  remorse  of  my  conscience. .  Nothing 
indeed  could  eradicate  my  distemper ;  I  felt  the  ever-living 
worm  of  perpetrated  guilt  gnawing  at  my  heart.  But  my 
solicitudes  for  M ar^erite,  at  least  during  the  moments  they 
were  in  action,  mitigated  my  anguish ;  and  this  transitory 
relief,  however  insignificant  it  may  appear  in  the^eyes  of 
others,  I  cherished  beyond  the  wealth  of  kingdoms. 

Marguerite  and  myself  appeared  at  this  time  to  have 
changed  characters.     She  was  languid,  indisposed  in  body 
and  mind,  her  thoughts  glopmy,  her  hopes  blasted,  her 
wishes  bankrupt.     Still  however  she  maintained  her  supe- 
riority to  what  I  had  been  in  a  similar  condition.     She  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  best  of  what  yet  remained  to  her, 
though  she  declined  the  vain  attempt  of  forgetting  what  she 
had  lost.     She  hung  over  her  daughters  with  inexpressible 
endearment.     She  consoled  them;  she  reasoned  with  them; 
she  endeavoured  to  steel  their  minds  for  whatever  ill  might 
be  yet  in  store.     She  cultivated  their  ujiderstandings  ;  she 
breathed  into  them  mingled  sentiments  of  resignation  itnd 
energy.     There  was  in  her  conversation  with  them  a  striking 
tone  of  celestial  and  divine.     Her  eloquence  was  copious  ; 
her  manner  rich,  unaffected,  and  flowing;  her  speech  simple, 
free  from  exaggeration  and  turbulence,  but  mild,  affectionate, 
and  winning.     It  sank  deep  into  the  hearts  of  her  hearers, 
and  seemed  to  give  a  new  turn  to  their  tempers  and  dispo- 
sition,    tt  rendered  the  character  of  Julia  at  once  more 
distinctive,  and  yet  more  chastised;  it  inspired  an  unwonted 
mildness  and  sensibility  to  that  of  Louisa ;  and  rendered 
the  cadette  of  the  family  unusually  grave,  thoughtful,  and 
sedate. 

But  upon  me  were  devolved  the  more  active  occupations 
of  our  establishment.     Marguerite  had  f ormetl^  Vieea.j  ^  '^^s* 
now,  the  steward.    Every  kind  of  supeimle\iAetkfi-^>  ^^"«v 
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which  the.distinctiou  of  8^  did  net  unavcidahly  cxdudr 
me,  was  resigned  to  me  by  die  lovely  vietim  of  lay  indifti 
cretions.  Marguerite  liad  been  my  niunie>  I  was  wmtaM 
bitious  to  be  hers.  I  made  myself  the  schoolmaster  of  m^ 
children;  Marguerite  confined  her  communications:  to  fsi 
neral  topics  and  the  culture  of  the  heart.  I  initialed  thai 
in  music^  dlrawing^  geo£^phy>  several  different  laogus^ets^ 
J^uropCj  and  in  every  accompMshment  that  I  believed  woaU 
be  really  ornamental  or  improving  to  them*  I  mig^t^itii 
true,  have  hired  different  masters  to  iBstruci.th«n  in  Udi 
dl  these  branches^  and  it  is  not  impossSble  thai  tiiey  nif^ 
then  have  been  better  taught,  though  X  was  myssif  nsciii 
oompetent  preceptor.  But  I  had  an  honest  arlifice  for  mf 
guide  in  the  plan  I  adopted :  I  was  dtf^roua  of  remoyii^ 
<Hit  of  the  sight  of  my  wife  every  thing  that  might  ismiiA 
her  of  the  fatal  legacy,  the  effects  of  which  she  was  induesi 
80  bitterly  to  deplore.  In  some  partkndass  I  mayaffirmril 
myself  that  I  was  now  abetter  and  a  kindet  husband^r^tfaii 
ihad  been  in  the  days  of  our  gayest  prosperity,  or  the  soot 
of  our  infant  loves.  I  studied  with  assiduity  the  temped  si 
Marguerite;  I  watched  her  looks;  I  endeafduved  taastfi^ 
cipate  her  evc^y  wish.  I  meditated  with  cave  the  plaa  of 
life,  which  her  simple  and  feding  heart,  if  solely  ^otisoMs 
YfQvld  have  led  her  origkiaHy  to  have  chosen ;  and  1  espied 
out  in  the  whole  arrangement  of  omr  hous^old  the  id«a 
painted  in  my  mind.  Far  from  us  were  now  tlie  ostratsJiioa 
and  pomp  of  the  fiunily^&teau  on  the  hanks  of.  theG»^ 
ronne.  We  lived  now^  not  to  awSken  admiration  and  ens^ 
in  the  bosom  of  guests  and  spectators:  We  Hved  for  oop**' 
selves.  Every  thing  waa  degaiit ;  every^thing  was  tastefb^ 
but  not  an  article  found  its  place  in  our  residence,  that^ittil 
not  rest  its  claim  to  be  there  upon  a  pka  of  iisefakieei^ 
Though,  by  the  nature  of  my  situation,  1  was  superior tc^ 
all  restraint  frotn  a  consideradon  of  expense,  yet  our^oeii^ 
potent  board  and  <»rderly  habitation  approadied  aearer>ii^ 
their  appearance  to  the  honest  plainness  of  a  ru8tic>  than  tS' 
the  sumpfcttousness  of  hereditary  nobility.  A  table  set  'oo^ 
with  striking  propriety  and  neatness  was  preferred  to  thtf^ 
n'tilbncisof  p)ata  and  the  4iplendour  of  porcelain  andlnstrcs/ 
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VUT  sitnatioii  and  die  extent  of  my  resources.  The  olgects 
of  my  present  porsuit  were  obscurity  and  content.  That 
Maiguerite  might  forget  my  acquisition,  I  was  studious  to 
appear  to  have  forgotten  it  myself.  If  a  stranger  had  en- 
tered OUT  habitation,  and  surveyed  our  economy,  he  would 
htLve  judged  that  our  revenues  amounted  to  a  decent  com- 
petence, and  that  we  disbursed  them  with  a  judicious 
discretion.  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  that  would  have  be- 
trayed the  possessor  of  the  powder  of  projection. 

We  had  no  guests.  We  cultivated  no  acquaintance. 
We  were  formed  to  suffice  to  each  other  within  our  little 
eirde;  and,  but  for  the  importunate  recurrence  of  dis- 
quieting reflections,  we  should  have  done  so.  To  look  at 
liie  exterior  of  our  household,  it  might  have  been  thought 
tiiat  we  had  arrived  at  that  sweet  forgetfulness  of  anxious 
care,  that  delicious  leisure  and  unbroken  retreat^  which 
hxve  in  all  ages  been  the  theme  of  panegyric  to  poets  and 
pidlosophers.  But  it  was  not  so.  Our  reciprocal  relations 
were  changed ;  and  the  hope  of  the  house  of  St.  Leon  was 
no  longer  in  the  midst  of  us,  to  cheer,  to  enlighten,  and 
U>  warm  our  bosoms. 

A  life  of  leisure  is  often  an  active  and  a  busy  life.    The 
gF»Dd,  I  might  almost  say  the  single,  object  of  present 
attention  to  me,  was  the  restoration  of  the  health  and  tran- 
quillity of  Marguerite.    For  that  I  watched  with  unwearied 
assiduity.     Subordinate  to  this  occupation  were  the  dif- 
fer^it  arts  and  acoomplishmenta  in  which  I  instructed  my 
daughters.    Yet  neither  the  former  nor  the  latter  of  these 
engagements  filled  up  aU  the  time  of  a  mind  so  restless 
and  rapid  as  mine  was.     Intervals  occurred,  in  which  my 
attoitioiis  t^  Marguerite  would  have  been,  not  soothing, 
but  troublesome,  and  in  which  I  could  no  longer  impart  a 
leasoQ  to  my  daughters,  without  relaxing  and  weakening 
the  spring  of  prc^ression  in  their  minds.     These  intervals 
I  sometimes  dedicated  to  chemistry  and  ^e  operations  of 
natural  magic.    The  more  effectually  to  hide  these  pursuits 
&om  the  eye  of  Marguerite,  I  occupied,  unknown  to  her, 
a  sort  of  grotto,  buried  almost  from  human  observation  in 
a  hollow  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  w\i\<^  'Hi^a  ca<ci.« 
aeotod^  bjr  a  wiading  path  and  a  coucea\ed.  vc^Xattvosask 
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of'tfaestnniipvrlUKi  giveii'ina  «  {MrdcalflrMHrif-iDiodAl   I 
Mud  of  piaiMtft    TMoM  n«  haMttoC  die  iMiBd:ttiA  JMifii 
off^toocopyteg  lite  atietiti«i,  is  iiiiikii>:«ita«4nMs  it^e  l«fi 
engaged,  them  Mm»  •  tort  «f  fAi^acii'lM^MMiUiiqp^Qr 
ever  iHtfidmirilig  ottiwrit^^    TlAi> mw  ikf  OMi^Jliii  At 
fmnot  in0Caitc«w    M)f  liiMt  ivm  oi  nf  lMigriSfMidiilg&?  But 
no  i«tdiiig  of  my  at&tjy  no  mero  power  ^lkagma(gmMA 
wonl8>  cui cimUe  ii  l^jrusfiuictir  t<rimflglni  lto#(^bB]^:lli4MI 
mik  into  toy  hearty  how  iiie^^tsiMy  it^mtmbrnd  Mi& 
lAitlio  ffiirei  of  nty  boaom.    Tint  hemwf  fm'^Mmif  iK§at 
enter  into  mj  lAOMAom,  I  entreil  titt  r4idfif 'Oo-voimldir 
irhat  art  the  inoit  imptriottt  piaiiosa  e^flio  hitauB  isittl* 
l%e7  hwo  mddf  bten  deneiibed  to  tie  woilii,  ^pioftap/  tat 
]ileuBmUe  8eiM«loEi.     S^atwidloting  lo  itfiirf  vhe-ofni 
aw  tile  vitionarf  conei^ont  of  tlw  uxttidrti^soritigt.ilMil^ 
toOKt  potettl  exdttmeiits  i    But  mhvr  i^tfv  lt»^  ^dikM 
I  had  gsatped  then  in  my  baMd,  «id  kHBWftthek^Mfiqf; 
I  had  fdt  diat  die  weHlth  «P  tbe  whofo^itorld  mm  tdwf 
diapo9d,  and  diat  Ihdd  my  IM  by a^^mire Inda^OKiledi 
and  imperial.     These  are  not  of  the  ^dan  «f'  ommkfiAott 
Ihae  fkdt  and  peridi  from  the  mind*  ,Wkt  cmm^i^tiike 
ftan  diem  at  itom  %  dreitm,  and  forgtt  diMt  efiet'ovMb 
things  WBte*    They  had  dua^pdA-  the  nifolo  «oitiatitiffi«t  W 
Iny  naftafe.    It  woahl  have  requii«d  a  ndiaBBitv^giiikcit 
than  ail  the  eonaecrattd  legoAda  of  oordittnh'ileontj^tt 
Have  rcBtored  nfte  to  ifhat  I  ftn-norty  teM*    If  than  I.widd 
have  yeecdved  never  henceforth  to  use  thecgitel  ihad 
xttfllTed^  I  yet  firmly  bettevo  diat  I  neter  doiddteftfina- 
fraikied  from  the  eompositixm  and  decMMpotliioii'Jof -abaj^n^: 
and  tnm  expHrimmta  on  the  natnre  of  sadtetimeev  oheioital 
aifd  metaliie.    I  iras  however  far  from  -hav4ng'finh(i«|.ai^ 
SBth  reaehltion  aa  that  I  htfve  iminedi    My  preittitl^ 
hefmmoe  i»  hiring  fevth  the  deem  traast^  of  iny  fo^M 
iraa  putdy  an  aceemmedatlon  to  thf  mdtappy  etudSdbft' 
of  my  wife ;  and  I  fdt  it  as  a  WKa^forioms  easet^on  tfms  w 
paatpMie  die  use  of  the  liicnliieis  I  potstttfed.    in  the  |iMh 
time  the  annwemaift  I  8oaght>  that  I  regarded  «a'fetofnriy 
and  enttndy  my  onm, .  oonststod  In   ^eii^  4at|)^ldiebtl; 
Whife.I  mw  taned  iridi  my  «t«dhiejl<  miitilte 


i«ll|j<^Ayii4iMie8«u  I  iwfd.  thft  empioymflBiyl'iBy  -grottd^ 

4ft*ifL4PMt(.0f  atavtiiig*po«fc  from  vhldti  to  mC  fbith  in ^b' 

iKriai  4)1  uitontwliog  jreweiieit;  aob  to^meniioii  tbiit  to  tmw 

parovfi  lA  tbefftcility  of  my  secret  operatkms  might  beoome 

a:tiiittiU«?«alMiidiat]r  to  tik  pumdtB  of  my  Attaro  li£».  ' 

. .  JLl  U)9h,  ottmomSkf  «•  my  conptoioo  at  these  pcKiodtr 

dio  ]«ie!p«r  ^4i£ :  ^  pmon  of.  ConalvMe.     I  foimd  hiin  mS* 

^MPiltytadiipted.  £ir  my  porjpOM^  fait  maoeeiiee  and  un» 

pli^  ohedknooitoi  wkotaenrcr  he  wrTed^  rendenng  me 

aifn^.tbat  hs>  would  anticipate  neCfaing,  that  he  w&iM 

poiyMttre  nolbiiigi  tfaftit  he  inmid.  rat  in  what  he  satr^ 

tlM'{l  Mg^l'  almoin  oxhilnl.  my  whole  ptooess  under  his 

e^m^  yiAwiit  tm»mwakmi9g  the  iMsy  fiend  of  cuiiosity  in 

a^iff^d  to  wfaifCih  aci«Roe  iiad  neater  mnreikd  her  ^ansMv 

Ite;1faa  AMVMdito  hei  a  {mn>  passtre  madhine  m  the  hands 

Qf  iili  emiiioyesy.onyiy  with  this  aiagalar  difiference  £bom 

the  JKiHBlesa.maiMne^f  the  €«gteeer;or  meekanioal  invfkxttir, 

iJHil  hft  waa  siiioafitibie  of  afctadlimtfnt  and  sfl^tion^  as  well 

QAi^jSiU'^fctAi^n  lyeoies  of  coaientment  and  a  oertein  ii^edei 

of  ^in^ioeMt  and  mttte. 

.jlk'vfoatiuie  of  4iiy  indindual;  ohuracter  which  has  already 

fiietnestly  presented  itself  to  ^  attention  oi  the  reader 

i)k  th^doise  «f  admiiaMEioii  and  spontaneous  deference.    I  ani 

at^thML  memeUt  aabamed  of  my  vices  and  my  folHes;  hot 

i4:ijlii8t  .he' leoi^ected^  in  the  fitst  plaoe^  that-  they  ai^ 

IniouiP/  and  ht  the  seoond  that  I  am  writing,  not  thehr 

i6ndicJltMit>  httli  theur  history.    Jo  the  raidet  of  my  ex^ 

pflri9ca(b  And  ^diemical  kKubmstions,  I  *  ooidd  net  hdp 

ssMC^Iiines  oalsiitatiettriy  exhiblttng  to  Hector  the  wondenr 

of^itKf-Mft^  «nd  those  extnaoEdinary  efl^ts  wfa^  haws  in 

att/agea  drawn  >lipefi  the  more  enuncBt  operators  of  natiitid 

nmgiQ'ihe  iqMAach  «f  being  neeromanoers  and'Coi^rttiK. 

Tfaia  o^  dld^  Itfurtiy  pwhspe  that  my  aiteadant  might  lenm 

ta^JMft'.op  to,mfii  with  a  Idnd  pf  nameieBB  respect  and  .awt; 

huti^pafetly  also  thai  I  mig^  divert  myself  widi  1^  mtO'^ 

fJMkj'^ik  his  satiijve,  and  the  ^gapuig  snd  motionless' 

aetamiefaiincpCr  mth  which  he  viewed  my  perfintnenees; 

If  J  iiad  not  done  this,  or  digressed  into  idle  and  eeten'- 

^HhiBfl  ifffihrifnnitffj  he  wonld  cdierwise  tense  seoi  enough, 

s  2 
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in  Ui^op^nUwsAawbicfaLbUjMritUBeSi  If  aot.nlmilinliij 
Iiec^sgig7^  waa  cxtreoiely  oaiiTeiucnt»  to-  liay«  iDdiMiid;^ 
p^vpon^  IP  void  of  the  raeanest  £uiopf«n  infanTOtiqiH"^ 
Jisgard  me  as  assistod  1^  and  in  lai^gue  inth  .iiiimlbld 
powenu 

The  pr^udioe  against  vae,  with  which  4hia  foot  ifeflen^ 
l^d  been  impieased  al  the  oonunencenient  of  anx  u^^e^ 
q)iirae  did  not  iong  holdooty  in  hit  ingennooa  Jnind^  ftgvp^t 
t)ie  more  favourihle  aentimenta  which  mj  pcoifnt  aiuti^on 
i^d  mode  of  living  were  calculated  to  inaporcu     The  ap^yi. 
ijpiana  he  had  hitherto  aeen  of  European  aodety  wei«  4f  tbo 
moa(  unfavouraUe  kind.     Hia  first  master  was  «  wv^lub  >«f 
hrutal  disposition,  ferocioiis  and  insolent;   diBdaiph^.  to 
reason  himself,  and  impatient  of  remonatnnce  i^  >4)AMn|i 
This  man  had  exercised  the  temper  of  his  immUf^^and 
l^onest  attendsnt  with  every  variety  of  s&vage  -oaprioe  ^  ^  Jfm^ 
havii^  tired  the  leetlessnesa  of  his  own  g^omiy  tyr^n|y« 
i^tbout  being  able  to  exhaust  the  modest  and  uBonnypM 
I^ence  of  his  tervant,  ha4  finished  by  thsowinghifl;i.||49 
gl^,  upon  a  wanton  and  groundless  charge  of  dis^wiiijs^ 
This,  which  was  intended  as  a  further  exierGiae  of  tyippjuyj 
deserved  to  be  hailed  by  the  poor  aufierer  $^  a  poiji^tof 
jubilee  and  deliv^anccu    His  innocenof ^  as  I  have  nlnoady 
related,  was  speedUy  reco^ised  by  his  new  task-^mp^lery 
who  accordingly  exerted  himself  to  obtain  jnstico  ^  tfia 
friendless  victim;  and  from  a  reputed  thief  proppte^.^^o 
^vate  bun  to  the  rank  of  a  turnkey.     Hector  had.fn<pi||ier 
l^indred  nor  patron  to  assist  him ;  the  outcast  of  a  g^^.]^ 
must  agav)  have  entered  the  world  with  a  blasted  chaiq^l^ 
Thus  circumstanced,  and  influenced  beside  by.gratitn^.to 
the  unlooked-ffor  liberality  of  bis  deliverer,  he  wiUii^jmiOr 
cfpted  the  situation  proposed  to  him.     With  his  new.^i^R^ 
t^,  who,  not  less  unprincipled,  was  less  tyranniad  tbynjjjifa 
predecesfor,  the  humbleness  of  his  hi^es  taught  him,]tq,]^ 
contented.     Yet  in  the  bosom  of  the  gaoler  all  hia  fid|^^ 
and  regard  could  not  enable  him  to  detect  one  pcni^n 
virtue;  and,  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  thore^ibftd 
existed  nothing  that,  could  by  any  pooaibility  ^chenaht.and 
refresh  the  buma»  heart. 

The  sceniQ  presented,  to  Hector  a  observatMB.ia.oiw  Utde 
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f^lftfftt^  «n  ilie  batiki^  of  Hie  Amo/wasr  of  a  very  diflfei'eiit 
ftaitisi^;  To  his  frank  and  affectionate  spirit^  it  appeared  a 
j^nSlet  fmradise.  He  had  yet  scarcely  been  acquainted  with 
fttiy 'bat  the/  refu^  of  manldnd^  from  the  infeetioh  of  -whose 
vices  his  unapprehensive  and  invincible  simplicity  had  beeft 
li^'bti[l]p  safeguard ;  and  he  was  now  suddenly  introduced 
tfl^^^  presence  and  intercourse  of  the  most  perfect  of  her 
ifeftl^  o'He  loved  her  as  a  beneftictor,  and  he  worshipped  her 
^'^^jgM:,  There  is  no'  receipt  for  begetting  affection  in 
o^rs^  So  infallible  as  a  warm  and  susceptible  heart.  Hec^ 
Ha^  {i«!cdrd!ti^y  soon  became  in  a  remarkable  degree  th« 
llihr^itiit€f  of  my  daughters.  His  temper  was  naturaUy 
Ifi^edBfM  "and  gay;  and,  warlned  by  their  encouragement,  it 
ljji§ea^be  ^  thousand  times  more  so.  When  he  had  completed 
^tS^  ocl6ut>ations  of  the  day,  the  lightness  of  his  spirit  would 
pi^Mpt  him  to  «aitg  and  dance  for  ever.  He  exhibited  the 
i^ili^le  drde  of  his  sportive  games  for  their  atnusemettt. 
ICIl^iMuitine  innocence  of  his  understanding  remarkably 
lM|>f^  him  to^^  be  the  butt  of  their  little  waggeries  and 
nSli^efs.  Whatever  tricks  were  played  upon  him,  were 
iRjNIrfeV^  tiempered  by  the  forbearance  and  regard  his  worth 
di^i]ti!M!idM ;  while  the  obstreperous  cheerfulness  with  whi^ 
Ki^^lFftHild^  second  their  mirth^  when  most  ignorant  of  its 
•b^^On,  gave  uncommon  zest  to  the  amusement,  and  Air- 
diidii^  eternal  provocation  to  the  prdonging  and  varying  its 

i^^B^not  the  fastidious  reader  complain  of  the  inconsist*- 
<^y-df  this  part  of  my  picture,  or  censure  the  levity  of  my 
dilig^iters.  I  am  not  writing  a  tragedy,  but  a  history, 
iiui^'grief  and  mdanchbly  cannot,  and  ought  not,  for  ever 
ti!^  tei^  M  the  human  face  or  the  human  heart.  No  daughi- 
te^  ever  loved  a  mother  more  entirely,  more  fervently,  than 
Mftrgtt^te  was  loved  by  her  children.  They  were  unwea- 
iiid^lil'  their  attention  to  her :  often  weta  their  pillow  wai 
tkl^irith  tears,  occasioned  by  the  sad  presentiment  of  the 
bM  lliey  wiero  destined  to  sustain.  But  the  human  mind; 
I^JaHiCtilarly  in  the  season  of  youth,  has  an  uniconquers^le 
fiAiici^le  dfehraticity  in  its  frame.  The  bow  cannot  be  kept 
for  ever  on  the  stretch ;  and,  when  tiie  whote  iwsxs^.  ^^''^m*^ 
H^lrt*  ht^td&m^if  calamity  to  th«  grave,  it  ^^  t«ueti  ««^ 
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prwigly  fecoTer  its  yngaar  and  rMiel^  Itv  Mlf^igth/'*^^ 
ingenaouB  nature  of  tfaeae  poor  giila  led  Atiai 'ftiSieM^^^^ 
aionally  to  r^roadi  thems^Tca  with  Aeae  "ikHikitfy 
dieerfiilnesB  as  with  a  crime.     But  it  Was  no  ekitii:'^!fti^ 
but  the  uncharitablj  rigorous  and  morose  w9l  dAl^^t 
upon  them  as  a  crime.     Jt  interfered  *iilth  iib  iltB$^t  k 
duninished  no  afiection ;  it  had  no  tendency  to  fxMtdSmmt 
hearts.     It  was  a  tax  thej  paid  to  the  imperfbeteA#M'«^ 
nature ;   it  was  a  trlhute  of  gratichde  to  'lls^  ^^^^ 
while  he  deals  out  to  ns  the  mo^  terriUe  itekttiiderii  ffoli 
not  to  mix  with  the  copious  draught  some  BdHtatj'Mf^^f^ 
beneficence.    Julia  alone^  whose  ttfmp^  was  eoiiiEiMtdSft^ 
ally  serious  and  soft,  entered  little  into  &e9e  '«bq^^%f 
which  her  youngest  sister  was  the  eternal  lefader  arid  tiMMd 
partaker.     Tet  even  upon  ihe  grave  coantetunnie  dF^J4> 
they  would  sometimes  provolae  an  unwllfing  bmUo^'^M^ 
ifpon  her  countenance  sat  with  uncommon  lustre.  "'^ 

The  hilarity  and  loveliness  which  Hector  fomVf^'fte 
midst  of  my  £unaly  instigated  add  incfeasbd'' ifio  aM^* 
ment  he  began  to  ^1  for  myself.  He  ebiild  M^tiiiii^ 
that  the  father  of  such  daughters,  and  the  dtbeen  MBm^ 
of  such  a  consort,  could  he  destitute  of  &  tide  to  ho  tlMA* 
He  reasoned  in  his  own  way  upon  die  attem|»t  t  hl^ml* 
to  corrupt  his  fidelity,  an  attack  whidi  he  never  th^j^oiiJlUy 
digested.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  hiff  attendtndbH^[>^ 
my  chemical  processes,  and  the  wonders  I  oc^s^Stiidtf 
•bowed  to  excite  his  astonishment,  did  not  tend  to  di^Ac 
me  in  his  good  opinion.  But  he  conld  not  avcAdlwIt^ 
nessing  in  me  many  of  the  virtues  of  a'good  hnab*ttlt,s^ 
a  good  father,  and  these,  so  new  to  his  observation,  slit>tMy 
impressed  him  in  my  favour.  The  r^ularity  of  nohf  luifiti 
and  the  mildness  of  my  carriage  were  also  calctdatcd  16  ^t^ 
his  affection  and  esteem.  Never  had  the  poor  "fdldWlitf* 
fections  been  so  forcibly  called  out  as  they  were  inr  liJs^Sir 
situation ;  and  he  would  cheerfully  have  stretdbed'  imiHb 
neck  to  the  assassin^s  knife,  to  have  warded  oflT  imp^iifliig 
evil  from  the  meanest  of  us.  '  '    *^ 

Prosperity  and  ease  have  often  been  fontid  the  paMftf 'sf 
wishes  and  inclinations  unfett  before.  Advertitjr  ir'ISbe 
Mason  of  sober  thought,  calls  home  the  Isftritle  iiodiid^  *iiiid 


tffdMi(5Uf^^,))^,^|4]^i|itiE^,    ^^f  the  man  who  1»|« 

|iQI|M,4^^i;^tjaDil  >  «pt  to  wa^d^  in  imaginatipD  frcHp 
t^*Sff'4Wr^^^  Joyn^  and  Qon^dently  to  reach^^fter  thingi 
.{gl^imti^^  .^a(;h.  waa  j^  situation  pf  Hector:  HecfK^Nr 
.JVMili'lpYf^.  Om.fm^i»^^  simple  mansion  was  distant 
.  petirf^jf  mpre^  tb^n  twp  tmivirM  yards  from  a  characteristjp 

jy^flOi  yjjlkgf «  ^e  piai4  of  a  little  albugo  in  this  plajiii 
il^,^WgbiHsi«#;Lperienc^d  heart..    He  had  h^en  invit^ 

Iffi^^M^^.pe^l^uU^  to  a  moonlight  festivity  on  tho  lawn  of 
,|d^  iU^ergoj  .^i,  iho:ug)}L  I  should  hav^  heen  better  pleajsed 
..f^^Wy  8^i«q»tp  0h9ul4  decline  this  ^rt  of  amjisement^  I 
.fH^vifi,  A$(t  baye  .the  h^art  to  depy  hii^.  It  was,  so  far  as  I 
-  <)aB^|i(r  i^  .first  iwd  th#  l^^  Idme  that  Hector  had  ever  i«* 
',4ff^  4o  it»  JBul;  X  was  ^ceived.  ^ector  had  prov^  (be 
.gl^jeaft  and  mofit  amusjjig  of  t^  whole  circle*.  His  cheer*r 
'6fi9fi^  'F49  iiwxhauatible,  ^nd  his  mirth  in  the  utmost  4^^ 

gree  harn)1^99  and.gpod  humoured.  He  had  played  # 
.||iapif^i  AUtip8^i|Bj{i  dancpd  with  an  agility  that  knew  BO 

4^.  J[)»,a  wi94»  tb&aecoKQplishmeuts  of  Hector^  in  jpi0 

q{  J^i^iy  bu^  tbftt  sti^n^  his  face^  had  won  th^  hearty 
.  ^.t^pit^  tb«  Wi»etry,  of  the  plump  and  rosy  bar-mafdf 

Itji^  (^^tiV^.sbo  ma4e  and  the  lures  she  threw  out  were 
.  PHi:§^n^ip  i?%GftP^  ih<^  notice  even  of  the  modest  Hec(Qr. 

Sj^.i^t,  hjmself  l^tt^red^  such  is  huma«  nature,  at  sud- 
.  denly  becoming  an  ol^'ect  of  admiration  and  preference  to 

#.  W4N9IMI>  wjjiom  bi9  imagination,  stimulated  by  her  viaible 
<  yrttflityj  attiyed  m  <»  hu^ed  charms.    He  ownet}  him^olf 
,  $^r%4n  aU  fair  and  honest  fealty,  to  the  world's  end* 
■  \  ^  JfOjii  tmigbt  Hector  ^  lesson  which  he  had  never  learned 

he^fitSf     Jk  ncituf^  h^  was  frank,  and,  ;|s  far  as  fidelity  t0 

Jbjf  ^^aster  permitted  it,  wore  his  heart  as  naked  as  his  tafia. 

Jf^e  .I^M^bt  him  dissimulatiiH}.    A  vulgar  footman  or 

^WP  i^  as  forwiw4  ^  the  m^at  empty  beau,  ri  t»aj|ti]ig  of 

^.ijm  tiiuxnphs  ]ie  has  gained  over  the  female  heart,  and  is 

,9Mp6w^  th^  r^utat)(m  fi(  those  who  have  loved  him  a^ 

f^'ibiino  iff  Jiifi  y^nity.  Not  such  was  Hector.  He  shut 
'  iip  his  iMW  senaa^ons  and  reveries  4s  a  sacred  deposit  in  his 

lipm9*    l^alHf^  V9rk§i  within  bim^  and  he  would  hav# 

km  ^AuQpi .to  sp^,  and  d|atres8ti4  to  hear, of  empiim^ 

mm  f^  iitt.  Qpw.gevjej  ^jcpejienced.     ^ia  «fti^  %iul  m^ 
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gennoiiff  temper  is  t^fi  one  payticy)^  MsiiBied  tibefgcoai  tf 
cunning.  Neya:  did  he  tdl  his  love  in  tlie  e$ot^  of  •sy  M 
different  auditor;  assiduously  did  he  avoid  prononiicii^ 
eyeki  the  n«tte  of  her  to  wbom  he  wa«  attached^  •  in^y 
o^er  ease  lie  woidd  have  announced  to  me  his  indmitiiHMt^ 
and  pceviously  demanded  my  letve  of  ahseneb  for  his  ttim 
cnrsiotts*:  But  love  seemed  to  him  imperioualy  to  icemoiind) 
piivney^  and  he  ^n^yed  every  irafligini^e  pi»^cautiiiiti:  It) 
inrevent  me  and  all  human  beings  from  knoiriBgrwhithar  fafc 
ffi^ti,  or  ^t  he  was  absent  at;  all.         <  i  ^        >^  \m 

sin  <oneof  ya  vigitA  to  hia  fair^anirelfd^hehfl^^ienedjkiffi 
emiklQilsly  to  drop  some  very  remote  hint  of !  the  scenes  ik 
ii^ich  he  had  just  been  engfiged  with  me  in  tny.  secEtl} 
gvottow  The  cuiiodty  of  the  girl  wras  .strongly  tioviaedTTsy} 
^estioned  him^  futthen<  He  «tarted>  and  ^a»  teohifiediia 
reodlect  what  he  had  sidd*  I  had  atoetly^ekigoinedLJlHSiB 
«9icreey  towards  every  member  (^  my  fkmily :  f  my  ^trew 
cutttion  h$d  extendted  no  further ;  for^  as<  I  haito  said>i Jj 
■ei^Hse^.  knew  that. he  hftd  the  most  ^canial  inttirconrsel'niik 
ally  peeson!  fbeyond  my  own  roof.<  But  Hector  •naturaHyt 
dreaded  that  what  I  was  so  earnest  t^  conceal  from  et«j(^ 
one^  ill!  jQ^\  house  "'he  would  be  highly  to  blame  f  to  itastN; 
municate  to  a  stranger.  He  therefore  perem^toiiljr  refiued^ 
and  with  many; signs  1^  diEM^itorsny  aether  word^ek^ilhe 
8iil^ect»  ^       >  J^^I 

.Th^  danzeUa,  piqpied  at  his  ^^istanee^  had  reoomae^^ii 
femltloarts^  ^he iWas  cvnd;  ^  uttered  words  t>l7shflBip 
di^lenpure  SDd  disdf^ ;  she  knemi  thai;  a  perscm  wha mf 
fa$ed  her  m^  a  trifle  could  not  4iave  an  atom  of  regard  £ohb 
hf^i;  i^e  ^mmanded  him  never  to^see  hef  moarei  Umie4) 
Ofusful  iti  i^ese  expedientSy  she  had  ^eeourae  to  expedienla 
oC  a. different  sort.  She  wept;  she^sailed  him  !«««>•  fsMi 
h^ilrted  and  nnlomd ;  she  saw  he  was-detefmihedi  to  he  thd 
4^$:^  of-  k^«;  sbe  was  seized  with  atrong  fits-of  sobbiBgi 
SO)^  hysterical  affection.  In  the  midst  of  ^  ihisihe  vnfc 
as  unmoved  as  a  rock  of  marbk.  He  interpreted  esnsi^ 
llung  that  passed  in  its  most;  lita'al  fbrm ;  he  felt  mas^ 
severely  hi»:  unkindness^  and  sympathised:  more  truly*lD;  lur 
4fytre»B^  tbanpferbapa  any  human  ereiiture  would  havedoM 
JS^t  iio^^ther  <»uld  a\ie  g»xi  ia:^Ti\Maa*    "IWtsn&ikMa 
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df>  Ihb  iDMtef  ifis'tfi  ifBtestiMaj  imd  h^  would  Booiver  hAve 
ctiidri^oft'tlie  nMky  than  nm  ^  sliglfte^  risk  (^  bMmy- 

t-#roni  tbese  arts  the  deiceiided  to  arts  more  congenial  to 
tlMLihaixitaof  lu^r  life.  She  stiintnoned  all  her  fiktll  to  pe^. 
ptoL  hihirwith  cminirig  and  inddidaa  questions.  From  bit 
4iieitiaQB'he  onghe  to  have  fled ;  hat  of  this  Hector  was in^ 
tmpMisL  itke  was  distressed  by- h^r  severity,  he  gHered  ftt 
tii^  vnint^tiotiid  ^pain  he  had  caused  her.  All  th^so*  drw 
edmstances  melted  his  heint ;  and  hecoidd  not  resb^re  Unon 
MSfMngikM  wiianbt  oonsiderate  and  resinectM  towards  ner. 
At  Ibe^'aming  of  artM  questions  was  lile  str6ng^old  of 
ibB'^nxeilafy '  andi  she  might  have  challenged  ih  this  article 
tii^mMl'lioafy  praeiitioner  of  the  quibbling  baa^/  so  it  Waa 
exsLtdy  the  weaicebt«ide  upon  which  poor  Hector  oduM  b^ 
flttoaked.  ^Is  {dmplicity  yielded  him  up  a  defenceless  prey 
leb^e  aflsaii»itr;i  least  of  all  human  undertakings  was  he^ot* 
^bkr  of  detectinii^  the  Varioua)  fabes  of  a  dotditfiil  Question; 
fliMN^  ^giMffdiiig  liitiiadf  againat  the  traps  of  an  imadSona 
fl^tiiltiwaa  not  till  the  fourth  interview  fVom  Be^itor'd  01$^ 
g(ud  ^hint,  that  th^  donateUa  had  recourse '  to^  this  sp^es  of 
aMMdE  f  and  «he' did  not  withdraw  her  foroesi  tiU<  she  teld 
^torted  frem^lMni'idl  he  knew.    '  "'        ^  : 

iffWlien  H<eetov  found  that  i^l  his  guatda  we«#  baffled  and 
put  to  flight,  he  had  then  recourse  to  the  only  expedii^nt 
that)(<fMiiani0d,  -  conjining  her  by  e^^ery  thing  barred  and 
^nsi^  thing  tramdndotts,  not  to  betray  a  trust  dleihad'^ttil 
vageBOfouiiy  obtained  firom^  him.  She  readily  pi^oniifiiid 
emy  thin^  he  desipsd.  Soe«hed  by  ber  cotti^ia»^l'lie^ 
delmninediwttv mention  tome thelspse «f ^kh be bftA 
baoii^viky.  It  would  in  his  opinlob  ha^  been  littloloM 
tinft  'treason,!  to  suspect  his  Duloih^a  tff  indlscretlbif^  dr 
Miltyi  '^Iitthe  breast  of  this  miracle^  of  nature  was  not  Ma 
Igyalty^as  secure  as  it  could  bi^  even  in  his  own  ?-  W^ 
ttai  should  lie  hetray  die  4eetkt  of  his  kive>  whk^ '  hail 
n^mT'  yet  been'  conftded  even  to  the  senseless  ur  ?  Why 
sfapidd  he  subject  himself  to  ^e  inconceivable  an^i^h  anA 
oodFuBion,  of  owning,  where  my  interests,  or  where  my 
wishes  vrere  concerned^  diat  he  bad  been  toatv^  \s\\f^^ 
miAapeifect?     Why  ehouid  he  inftict  si  -{^tv,  W^^^^xd^sl^ 
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In  m«  »  fem*^  which  he  knew^  and  he  wly  cmM  kaov^ 
was  groaiidleM  ?  Thus  it  happened  that  I  had  one  mom 
confident  of  what  I  purposed  should  he  secret^  than  I 
aiyself  in  the  smalls  ^igtm  ad<i«rta»ed  of.  l 

The  eonsequenoes  of  this  indi^retion  of  my  asnraaft 
Mlilpw  lA.  Bemkfing  thcitna^i^  yiattk,  Tvbe  ?  Jjijiafc 
wrtto^h^xi4  meaaa  a{^  tcnipuknui  or  dtolioale  io  htriiM|di' 
«M»ti»Miayhmn1ile,.hiil£iilhfHli  attfiidaal.  MA»M 
^fifjenlier  tompaoytmitaetarr  she  hatd  had  an  nmiiiiiifiy 
•£  okiei^fuig  in  hlm/s«di  integrity  aai  gaodiwaaW  ^1 
m  leovild  not  fail  to  «atoit  tiiie  esteem  ef  any  ImiiMtt 
•Ittifi  waUj  iNineiuffed  him ;  she  was  imwiiUiiig  to  gimilte 
my  cavfe  of  uneaaini»i*  But  ihe  h«d  aiio^r  low  ;rrito' 
hipsr  she  hadimoKift.  Tihe  kwa  of<  dMrtitf  4i«  iFtQ^arMlti 
fK^iitdmes,  andhdieved  th^  nrere'iiefier  faEroedfognpf— i 
teher  lilnation  in  aoeiely.  i^  was  ^  opuuon^UMH *f 
mBMr  layers  she  h$d,'  profided  rfie  sgtiified  ^em  ally  Jk 
mere  eom^ritlidyi  did  ^  ^i^ve  tb«  fadents  wtt  wlkb 
iiiaytn  hftd  endowed  her».  Few  fWamon  kmf^uiff  ^eifeMi 
te  Ae  fnan  they  admit  fto  fthittur  emfavaoes*  la  jm  hosttf 
anisotts  dallianoe  riK  eommmuoaled  lo  Agostma,  .tbetoAfi 
•ttihi^  die  knew  of  the eonjurationfraQd  spidls«f  Urmsiwr 
Boismorand^  such  was  the  namfS  I  had  assumed  r^^mk-m^ 
ewbrapefriatolialf*  Her eommmiioalion  was piy>faahlf js^ 
lODdad  with  cantion^^  imitated  from  thoar with  iMfih  Hesi^ 
Imd  s»  iadnstiloiisiy  loaded  the  dcmsiig^  4n  riie  prnwdftig 
esamiila.  Pedups  <abe  ilto<rw»fne  J^fmsHm  had  amthr 
mistmis,  with  whom  he  thought  it  weiild  he  usA«r?li 
fitaetise  gveater  tsmrmt^j^mm  ^  clsnfidlfo ^had d^inefwilft 
Mm*  Be  that  as  ii  wilt  the  rumours  wfatefa  were  wlii^pf  md 
leiny  preittdkeepeedify  gfot  air;  ai^d,  it  may  Im,  wiemTSf" 
peated  wilh  the  greater  Avidity^  <m  aeepvinit.Df  thrmyiMQr 
attttaded  Atm,  and  ihe  i^jimotiont  ol  iscreey^vNk 
they  were  acoompanied.  ii 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

^i^xvt  rmy  be  ooiHmlereid  t«  the  very  IbeQt  aad  parent  •£ 

-«lipeMtitio«i  ^^ulkj.'    Tlie  mtiarials  wkicb  Hm^  had 

^4febiAi«Nl>  aftmrall  tlie  utUi^regafitiis  of  the  donxdler  i>v<m 

^gfiljiil!  eotdpM^  wiik  thfl  siifwpati!tictu)te  which,  mts  fiitii' 

hMfy  «rioted  en  t^^     JAj  grem  wa$  add  to  be  the  a|^ 

9iiq[fHfited  hjumt  i«liere«  thounnd  deTikheld  their  ivftnail 

leiUheth,    The  temfied  imagi«etien  of  the  rtt8tic«j  ti^ 

-f»ifr  S'  temper  hoMbty  diitrected  between  tmrimttj  md 

eJieiiii  ereated  to  iteiBir  fktitio«s  h^wlings  end  ahiieki^  «Md 

^«Hr^{^  end  fttlphiueou^  fleieea  i^eneing  up«*i  ^eusfeee 

^  the  8tt^in«    Eoor  Hecftor  w«8  early  the  y^pAm  of  thehr 

^^<l  end  ikttam^d  ignorende  j  ^«y  believed  that  the  peen.- 

itll^  ef  >hiJB  cotnpksdon  rendered  hila  e  siagiderly  agfeer 

sMfe  ^ttiiBroeiaer  between  me  and  my  inlBnial  famtkoe. 

^'^llie' ebhmr  of  C^ron  wee  dMiliir  to  that  of  ray  eenftdehf- 

.irtil^'attehdaat  ^  end  he^  Uke  Heottn^,  M  under  tha  eakaa- 

'4irteHi^«ii8eMielrnctiei»  ef  the  afiHghted  vittaijeni.    Coaefd- 

^a«0ii%  hehle,  «^«tionaie  and  ueeftil  ee  he  wee,  the 

-ItOipldle^  eye  o#  eaperstttion  metaaaorpheeed^  him  imm^ 

^4iNil^    The  atbrfne  of  thunder  and  Ughming  to  wbieh  the 

^alliaate  In  tt^eh  I  xeeided  ia  pajrttcuUirly  entjeet  aeqviied 

^^iMp  teri»r  firem  di»e  ill  ftme  whieh  now  poreeed  thevame 

tffiieiifiieur  Bmsmeraod,    At  ^oee  iSaaee  the  ahepdeie 

^tolii  «f  moneters  Tomittfig  amoke  end  Aunea  were  ^hie 

%^iiie  ndghbourfabod,  BometiBiea  scudding  along  thebhie 

41^  ef  tiie  dietant  MUe,  and  at  oth^re^  with^a«dacieittmeaa 

'jHMMtible,  bnuhingeven  at  the  dbow  ef  the  ahneat  Hfahfjif 

4l»W]9ir  and  dairy-maida^.  and  then  euddenly  dteMagMo 

eir^  their  place  no  longer  nutrked  but  hy^e  noiaenie^fld 

deadly  atendi  they  left  behind.    AU  the  miafortiwes  of  the 

diatrict  were  imputed  to  me,  the  mortality  of  eattle,  the 

oenTulsiona  and  death  of  ehildren^  and  the  pale  end  Hnger- 

sng  deeay  of  persons  recently  advanced  to  an  age  of  pii»> 

borty.     Innocent  and  :  blamdeaa  waa  my  coxm&asX  Nft  ^ 

vmmd  n$;  often  waa  I  forward  and  eaf er  for  ^  ^!^&aS.  ti- 
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Ilie  poot  and  afflicted;  never  was  I  tile  auiditii^  of ^'^ 
^ghtest  inconvenience  or  prejudice  to  any.  Viet  ti69i!aij 
merely  human  could  be  hated  in  the  degree  in  ^p^ch  fHH^ 
hAted;  few  were  daring  and  intrepid  enotigh  to  repek'tw 
very  name  I  bore ;  and,  when  it  was  inadvertently  jpi^fi 
iiounced;  it  produced  through  the  whole  extetit  oif  4!i8 
astonished  circlef  an  involuntary  and  superhiittiral  sHttd^.' 
.  Agostino,  the  first  lover  who  had  made  an  impr^sibn' 
tfce  heart  of  Hectors  don2ella,  was,  as  I  afterwards  fbi 
^'f^OW  tjf  a  gloomy  and  ferocious  dispositibti,  a  tru^  Ii 
ipadaccino,  determined  that  liohc  shbuld  perpetrate  aii^i!^ 
front  against  him  with  impunity,  but  should  e:3qpni^,'^ffi 
sMae  refined  and  cruel  vengeance,  the  levity  fey  whifeh'  i^ 
had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  give  birth  to  his  hatred:  Ta 
by  ho  means  relished  or  approved  th^  liberal  ^nd  good-ltji^ 
ihovired  sentiments  of  the  donzella ;  often  had  the^infli^ 
Oii  him  the  darkest  torments  of  j«iilousy ;  norhiidhi  fa|f^ 
at  letet  in  one  preceding  instance,  to  make  his  i^Val'^ 
vibtim  of  his  resentment.  The  dorizeHa  howeviefr^'i^t'Sf 
in  her  eareer;  she  was  Kght  of  heart,  gay  in  temper,  liiiiGf 
iSftrele^s  of  consequences.  "She  had  always  hitherto 
ijeeded;  by  playful  blandishrtents,  oi^  more  serious  d 
sirations  of  contrition,  in  molHfying  the  temper  of 
brute;  and  every  pardon  she  received  operated  with  he^'^ 
a  new  permission  to  offend.  She  did  not  sufficiently  eoii- 
ndet  that  she  was  thus  bohtinually  raising  to  a  higher  ]pit(9f 
tJiO^  frenzy  of  his  malice.  Hectot  in  the  mean  tide^Wtf 
utterly  unconscious  and  ign6rant  of  the  perilous  situaiiW 
in  whitfh'he  stood ;  while,  to  the  apprehension  of  Agostiitff 
the  givinjg  him  a  n^rb  for  a  ri^al,  whom  his  |)ride  ^egai^ 
as  belonging  to  an  inferior  specieis  of  beings,  and  his  deVbijit' 
ignorance  likened  to  the  leader  pf  the  inferhd  sqtiadttj;)ii^ 
#tss  the  last  And  most  intolerable  insult.  -     mI 

''His  malice  was  ingenious  and  subtle.  He  disdaitieii'M^ 
tdlgar  revenge  of  stabbing  his  antagonist  in  l^e  dark,  imf 
supposing"  that  his  enmity  could  be  gorged  by  a  Wb^^ 
'Wheto  the  venom  of  his  nature  was  thon)ughly  put  in  motiM' 
nothing  6otdd  restore  it  to  quietness  aiid  trahquilHty  W 
eoMe  mighty  stroke,  to  excite  the  wbnder  of  tevery^bjf=^ 
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[oi|^  n^Yf  r  to  -he  fflled  up  ,ag«in  and  erased.     H^  bea^4 

fojce.with  unsated  appetite  and  eager  joy  the  tale  oi  nfh 

^Q^aney  and  infernal  machination  repeated  to  him  frop 

ictbr  hy  the  donzelku  .The<  impression  which  the  nar- 
K9,tpiYe  produced  upon  him  was  a  mixed  sentiment  <^ 
tac4m£^prt  at  the  apprehension  of  sucli  an  instrument  of 
vejc^eanee  and  of  palpitating  hatred ;  superstition  teaching 
to  believe  and  to  view  with  abhorrence  that  whicl^he 
[^  to  render  tenfold  mqre  ^n  object  of  faith  a|id  avensigp^ 
^,  ^s  neighbours.  He  stnick  an  auspicious  and  august 
^apce  between  his  revenge  and  his  rdigiop;  his  reUgio^' 
^citing  him  to  exterminate  that^  the  destruction  of  which 
wott}d  produce  inexpressible  gratification  to  his  revenge. 
'pi^e  darkness  of  his  spirit  led  him  to  proceed  ^ith.^biobief 
^ujtion  and  vigilance  in  his  pprrespopdi^nce  with  the  doa-*' 
^^^fi*  He  discovered  nothing, to  her  of  the  dark  project, 
which  was  engendering  in  his  mind ;  ^d  only  betrayed  f^ 
i^ch  of  his  superstitious  feelings  and  fears  as,  bygi^iug^ 
p^W  emotion,  might  stimulate  her  to  gratify  hif  ^ur^ocity^ 
t^  her  own  by  a  detection  of  further  particulars.  He  wair 
u^dupus  in  the  underhand  bx^  sinister  propagation  of  the 
^^y(  tP^^hich  he  did  not  fail  to  give  his  own  colouring  find 
his  own  feelings.  He  was  desirous  that  the  train 
jioi^4  ^  ^^  ^^  silence,  and  that  the  explosion  he  designed 
^^^d  be, free  from  all  pre-siignification  ot  the  eyent.  T^us 
1^  j^ipLdiyidual,  of  whosp  aniinosity  I  had  no  appreheasioi^ 
^4rthe  meanness  of  whose  appearai^ce  would  probably  hav:e 
q^^.me  neglect  all  precaution  agi^nst  hi^i,  gaye  .method 
a^4;^^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^y  of  which  however^  upon  a  T^view^ 
J^.aim.no^  inclined  to  doubt  I  should  have  been  the  yictimi 
ijf.^^  enmity  and  industry  of  this  individual  hi^  b0e% 
m^u^y  withdrawn. 

The  mischief  was  long  in  preparatioiij  before  I  r^f^Yj^ 
mf^y  yray  the  slightest  intimatipn  of  the  predica^nenf;  in 
w^ch  I  stood.  The  first  circumstance  at  all  calculated  tp* 
€h^^  alarm  in  my  mind,  was  the  singular  manner  in  inrhicih  }> 
fi^mid  niyself  regarded,  if  I  entered  any  of  the  n^ghbourinsr 
\^^|lkges^  or  met  the  rustics  and  their  dsMues,  as  I  strayed 
i^g  the  roods  or  the  fields.  They  fled  iirii|  vgis^xov^v^^^ 
K^l^  $be  str^p^  and  OM'elully  duit  thems^'^?^^ 
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bimm,  tin  I  iMd  pMMd.  Whet%  it  Ms  iispMiUir;to. 
avtid  nM»  tfa«7  bowfld  lliMMelfm  lo  4ibe  ««Bth  i»  tiil[: 
MbnimlFt  gi:die  boCore  iti«i  whik  the  tnoBt  li«df 
mi*  piliited  Ib  their  oraiitcaunices^  (keidiiigleHliiitjr  dhtanii 
Oicite  the  reeeotnaeiit  of  a  tremciidoiui  aild  iiieBanlilfii[|eD 
Theee  tokene  however  were  ftr  frotn  inipiriiig.'SiorvMhK 
eoimption  of  the  truth.  They  perylexed^  they.  mttmaiMs 
tfaly  diitrcawd  lae.  Boietel  waiwithmyreoMfct  nfflinfc'ilMij. 
my  mind  wee  hat  too  Inlly  prepared  ftft  ««kici]MiftioBi  d& 
ei^  I  hid  iitfiend  firom  saspifiMB%  I  had  BuffisedifftMK 
otliimuoiis  impulataoiM^  I  had  euibred  from  tiw  mii%|et 
efibcta  of  popuUr  rumour.  Had  I  yielded  my  trnMetiOK 
to  any  peiion  but  audi  a  one  aa  Hector^  it  ic  {wohriila  aky 
euapicioiiB  would  have  tamed  On  that  aide.  Bat  my  rdisBCa 
<m  him  waa  not  lam  than  that  whidi  Akomader  the  Oieto 
yielded  to  PhiUp  the  jAyaioian :  I  knew  his  nrotitiide^  tifia 
aim^iicity,  hia  fiddity,  and  the  nnglenienef  hiahant;.mid- 
I  oouhi  not  harhoar  the  shadow  of  a  doabt  re6peetiiig;fainu 
My  rdjanee  waa  of  that  ontise  and  perfect  sort,  whidL-did 
not  eKpress  itsdf  by  a  reeollection  of  the  ^yeicid  poBBbiiitgr< 
and  an  aequittal  founded  in  ddibctatiaa^  tat  l^  a  told- 
vi^^ittcy  of  doubt,  or  of  retrospect  diat  way  dimetedy  jm 
saeh  aa  the  state  of  my  mind  would  have  appOKcd,  if  ^thai 
thing  had  been  naturally  impossible.  ^  *.-.  >  ' 

I  was  not  however  ignorant  and<  raw  cneli^  to  b»kbi»> 
ce&ved  by  the  exteiier  of  homage  I  ha,ve  deseiihed  ^  I  bbI^ 
fioiently  knaw  that  what  I  behdd  was  the.  ofiBpi«ig<jiof 
halted.    To  led  one's  self  hated  is  in  all  inatanees  s  fHoMil  • 
aiwl  humiliating  state  of  the  human  uhumL     To  me  it  Wao' 
eqpedally  so.     I  waa  not  formed  to  vetaliate  thia  s{iadiSBLfl£* 
iiOuzj;  I  coidd  not  hate  in  my  turn.     I  waa  iotsatds'ta^ 
love.     I  could  not  look  upon  my  apedes  widi  dark  and 
gloomy  contemplations;   I  was  prompt,  to  adsnira  tttdr 
virtaes^  and  perhl^s  even  too  prompt  to^extennste-  ^tati 
eivors.i    It  may>  I  bdievo,  be  laid  down  aa  a  rule^- ihik^ 
dtey  who  cannot  hate  can  least  endure  to  be  made  olflcsta- 
of  hatred.     Fettered  however  as  I  now  waa^  by  the^stan^ 
devest  eonsid^Ation  for  the  health  and  tranquiMit^  o^.fUm-i^ 
giierite>  I  thought  it  beat  to  tempmise  snd  submsl  an  ailemtei^ 
My  prandpal  amdety  waa  to  hide  these  symptottuM^BOKsdic 


MMtoi  oinkfUxMy*  Tfaii  f  <sot^  o^  omapUvAf  ^IM  j 
Mof  tbttn  iMre  loo  f luittg  Bud  dbmitAre,  utiiMf  U^ 
tl^  obiMtfVBtioniof  my  daug^ter^iii  theif  wrikfc.  BiUi 
iki  Jiisl  fdtbcnUDOelhe^  ^  towtfdirih^  ffiothm'  ledllliii^ 
ittfiMei^  4Mid  without  any  «mieef%6d  plim  to  i!m<9iff  Willi 

^'ShB  mamnktf  ,&i  AfpiflAno  #as  ttstleM  and  inarils*' 
gldthttU^  IMb  pteiM  did  not  terminate  in  etd^g^  i^Atf^ 
hm  ft  wctot  jmd  oovvred  aUion«no^  f  Aoy  Hiibod  at  notMn^ 
ktt  ilian  my  utter  desirtieiion.  Hie  n^t  exertion  of  ibe 
BOfcgpiiMtoy  w^li  was  engiend^ng  against  me  was^  a  fra^ 


fit  liappened  one  nigiit^  after  ail*  my  family  waft  mh^cl 
tOiMBit^  and  I  was  mjaiM  mmk  into  a  slumber^  that  I  Wfti 
MUtely  alacmed  at  the  Te|K>it  of  a  mn  Aet^  which  seemed 
ttt/be  fined  almost  under  the  window  of  mf  ehamber.  ^hi» 
wtHira  tmry  isingiiai'  dieumstaneey  and  cakulatod  W  eonf«f 
andmpressimi  of  danger.  I  leaped  tt&m  my  bed^  and  ftti 
to  tlie  window.  The  night  was  extremely  dafk^  and  ev^ 
tlifitig  aecmed  perfectly  quiets  Presently  I  dis^^emed  a 
fjSmmenag  l^f^,  Uke  that  of  a  laAtem>  whidi  howev^i'  a^ 
ptttred  to  be  gradually  retiring  to  a  gfeafer  Stance.  I  Wis 
Aotthus  aath&tAf  but  determined  to  hadten  down  stdriy  ani^ 
investigate  the  cause  of  the  disturtumee*  Mai^erite^  Whe^ 
had  heard  the  firing  of  the  muaket  as  weU  as  myself^  now 
oaled  me  toher^  and  «itreated  me  not  to  ekpose  myself  to 
tttoleoteaai^  danger.  In  complianoe  with  her  remonslr^eee 
Tflwmisedi  though  unwiflingly^  not  to  go  out  into  "illO 
ecmrt  or  upon  the  lawn^  but  to  content  myself  with  exdi^ 
mniBig  the  state  of  every  part  <^  the  house.  When  I  caiao 
tO^the  ■teirOaeeand  the  haU^  I  found  that  the  thom  had  l^om^ 
ntenicalBd  to  almost  every  pereon  in  the  fiimily^  who  pff^ 
lettily  atsemUed  round  me.  We  patroM  the  honsey  bfti 
Uum^  every  tlung  in  the  sitnation  in  whieh  it  had  beistt 
kti^  and  nowhere  any  appearance  of  videneev  I  opened 
sotoi^  o£  the  w^dows^  but  all  was  darkness  and  iileneo. 
Hming  thus  far  satisfied  myself,  I  listened  with  ti  degle^ 
of  admsement  to  (^  ccmjectores  and  sage  fem^ks  of  te'iiM ' 
ofothe  senrants^  a  rank  of  society  who  may  ^«iaAY^  Vsfoa^^ 
to^denhrtf  n.  dtjgrm  0f  &B^6fmmi  &(iHa^iiiddi(Mx&  «i  ^^  ^)^^ 
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which,  for  the  moment^  strikingly  tend  feo  level  aU  artififliil 
distinctions,  and  con^r  on  every  one  the,liberty  of  uttsoig 
his  reflections  without  apprehension  or  constraint.  I  did  Ml 
however  feel  myself  entirely/  easy ;  the  xdrcumataiiee  idlidi 
had  just  occurred,  combined  with  the  forebodingB  wfaidi 
had  lately  impressed  me,  had  filled  me  withundefiniMl 
terror  and  alarm.  Hector  would  willingly  han^e  gone  9m 
the  grounds  cont^ous  to  the  house,  to  see  if  he  ooald^ 
cover  any  thing  that  related  to  or  could  explain  the  wckdm^ 
but  I  hai  promised  Marguerite  that  I  would  sear«h«S 
further,  and  the  temper  of  my  mind  would  not  nuiGstmi 
to  expose  another  to  a  danger,  which  I  abstained  from  49% 
countering  in  my  own  person.  It  was  more  than  an  how 
before  the  conclave  in  which  we  were  assembled  bro^cefffil 
and  every  one  retired,  fatigued  with  attention,  and  pr^and 
to  fall  into  the  soundest  sleep.  My  dreams  wei^e  «9eM|( 
and  disturbed;  my  mind  was  in  a  tumult  of  Imafflwaiy 
calamities ;  and  I  passed  the  greater  part  of  the  nighl  i»4 
state  of  singidar  anxiety. 

In  the  morning  I  was  scarcely  sunk  into  a  x^fy<MBi 
slumber,  before  I  was  suddenly  roused  from  sleeps:  by  * 
repetition  of  shrieks  of  astonishment  and  distress..'  l^foi, 
on  my  clothes  as  quickly  as  I  could,  and  hastened  tomnid 
the  spot  from  which  the  sounds  appeared  to  proceed^  TlM 
first  object  I  beheld  was  the  little  boy  of  ten  years'  ol4 
whom  Charon  had  a  short  time  before  dragged  out  of  th^ 
river,  stretched  along  upon  the  lifeless  body  of  this  faitl^ 
and  generous  animal.  The  musket,  the  report  of  whitft 
had  idarmed  us  the  night  before,  had  no  doubt  be^  vmti 
against  Charon,  and  the  greater  part  of  its  contents  appesirf 
to  be  lodged  in  his  body.  As  no  further  soimd  had  Stt^ 
needed  the  firing,  he  had  probably  been  killed  on.  thejpM^ 
He  was  at  a  small  distance  from  the  house,  near  a  priiad 
footpath,  where  he  had  been  found  in  the  morning  byibt 
lad  whose  life  he  had  recently  preserved.  The  poflsrbo^ 
bad  not  at  first  understood  what  had  happened  to  hia  beoB* 
factor,  but  only  thought  him  asleep,  and,  prompted  bgr 
affection  for  the  generous  creature,  had  quietly  sat  down  hf 
bim  till  he  should  awake.  He  had  not  sat  long  howfiVi 
^e/bre  be  discerned  about  \x\xa  \)fc^  nia^  ^  V)te^  JB» 
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pirtbis  lumd  to  ^o-vlmund^thl^  ahiiifral'isfiiteld  notl'^'^f^^ 
pumtAtd  hij^  h«ad  ;  he  daw  his  eiyes  fier^  ^d  stanitig,  ^hd 
liii  Mp6  distofldd.  He  endeavouire<!  to  ^wdt^  htm,  as  dtj^ 
"iMfiiM  ttwftke  a  ha<x>a!n  being  to  trfaoih  some  ihischief  isA 
hlUffptn^  of  whieh  he  was  not  aware.  All  his  eSbrtd  weire 
ikiitikisg.  'Be  iotmA  his  bodf  motionlesi^^  aild  his  joitit^ 
Miff  in  deaHi.  The  af^prehension  of  what  had  occUn^ed 
Itei  suddenly  flashed  on  hi«  mind.  He  btifst  ont  iii^ 
tkKA^  of  flistoDishment  and  anguish.  Hettorii^as  the  first 
fMrson  who  eaught  the  sbimd^  and  hastened  to  the  sp^t;  I 
iMni^allely  followed.  ■  The  pooi*  n(%ro/  who,  lii^  the  imio- 
eflOce  of  his  heart  was  uninitiated  in  the  proud  distinctions 
li|f>wM<^  dvilised  man  is  taught  to  place  sb  Vast  a  bahiet 
b^Cw^en  the  human  nature  and  the  brute,  was  struck  speech- 
Im»  194^  sorrow  and  amaa^ement.  Her  recognised  the  de&^i 
Iptteg  bofore  him  for  hjs  Mow-creatute.  He 'recollected 
i|}  Mm  his  friesid,  his  cfompanion,  his  indniate  acqiiaintaiiKic^ 
beiw^on  whelh  and  hin^self  ih^e  had  jiMr  some  time  passea 
an  uninterrupted  reciprocation  of  aqts  of  kindbe^s  and 
iAlManOei  ^ 

;  A  nioroBe  and  fastidious  reader  perhaps  will  ask  me  why 
hhif  so  great  a  stress  upon  so  petty  and  insignificant  an 
iiddent  as  the  death  of  a  dog.  It  mi^t  have  been  little 
to^  other  persons ;  it  was  not  little  to  us.  Let  the  reader 
vteolleet  his  ingenuity  in  procuring  aid  for  his  dying  master, 
h^  patitude  to  the  person  by  whotn  that  aid  was  afforded^ 
ttid  his  unconquerable  antipathy  to  his  master's  murderer. 
Tkeae  sre  not  common  traits.  There  are  many  men  whose 
jMimtatiffe  ^te  has  been  the  most  unrelentingly  avenged, 
tfaaniin  monl  and  useful  qualities  could  not  have  stood  the 
eMOparison  with  my  generous  Charon.  It  surely  was  no 
•aittmoli  cause  for  regret,  that  a  creature  who  had  distin- 
gMktd  himsdf  by  a  conduct  so  peculiarly  admirable,  should; 
hi»e  ^eountered  so  fnemature  and  unmerited  a  fate.  His| 
opuduet  the  reader  may  in  some  degree  comprehend  and j 
afiprociate  ;  but  I  should  in  vain  attempt  to  delineate  those 
fli^teairaMe  qualities  in  this  faithful  domestic,  which  do  not 
£|U  ^thin^^e  province  of  narrative,  and  which  lb,  haver. 
jiM%^tfi|>raeittted  you  must  have  been  petsoTv«S\.^  ^^  l-a.- 

T 
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of  love.  As  we  were  afl^tionatdy  attached  to  eadi  ofilef, 
so  we  never  admitted  a  servant  under  our  loof^  who  ^Bd  iMt 
prove  himself  by  his  conduct  utterly  unworthy,  to  Whdift 
we  did  not  extend  a  share  of  that  friendship  and  afi^tktty 
which  seemed  to  be  the  right  of  every  mi6  that  dwelt  hi  c# 
family.  FeeHng  does  not  stay  to  calculate  with  weights 
and  a  balance  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  every 
object  that  excites  it ;  it  flows  impetuously  from  the  heart, 
without  consulting  the  cooler  responses  of  the  under- 
standing. 

^  There  was  another  circumstance  which  rendered  th^ 
catastrophe  of  this  generous  animal  of  great  moment  to  ns. 
It  was  a  clear  proof  that  there  was  somewhere  ia  strbilg 
animosHy  at  work  against  his  master.  It  was  impossible 
he  could  himself  have  provoked  his  fate.  .Never  Ws  a 
creature  more  gentle  and  inoffensive.  Though  his  bulk 
was  great^  and  his  strength  uncommon,  the  energies  I^ 
possessed  were  always  employed  in  acts  of  justice  and  betie- 
ficence,  never  in  acts  of  aggression.  But  if  a  hatr^  were 
at  work  so  busy  and  fierce  as  to  prompt  an  action  like  tMs, 
how  were  we  to  estimate  it  ?  What  was'  its  source,  iftd 
whither  did  it  tend?  These  were  very  interesting  ahd 
serious  considerations.  We  however  dwelt  for  some  Qttie 
longer  in  the  centre  of  general  antipathy  and  abhorrence, 
without  being  able  in  the  smallest  degree  to  explain  to  otb^- 
selves  what  we. saw.  As  we  knew  not  in  what  wcf  had 
offended,  we  were  unable  to  atone  for  our  fault,  or  even  to 
guard  ourselves  against  the  repetition  of  it ;  nor  were  t^e 
by  any  means  prepared  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  our 
danger.  Happily  Marguerite,  whose  health  was  now  in  a 
rapid  decline,  was  least  exposed  to  the  observation  of  this 
new  mischief ;  though  she  felt  enough  of  it  to  confirm  her 
in  the  sentiment,  that  she  had  nothing  fortunate  and  happy 
to  look  forward  to  in  the  small  remainder  of  her  existence. 
There  was  indeed  one  idea  perpetually  present  tq  her, 
which  rendered  the  impression  of  orcfinary  occurren(ie9 
extremely  feeble  upon  her  mind :  — Charles,  Charles,  wan- 
dering alone  in  the  world,  unknowing  and  unknown,  tdth- 
cut  a  friend,  a  relative,  a  counsellor,  or  a  protector,  without 
money  and  without. a  iiame\    T\ias  m^iasiOEL^^  \ssa%^  Col- 
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Ip^^  her  w)iere,yer  sbe^went^  haunted  her  nightly  in  her 
df eams^  fiUiended  her  in  all  her  occupatioas>  fiUed  aU  her 
jyi;it6i:Yal9  of  leisure ;  and^  though  she  laid  it  down  as  a  law 
to  herself  never  to  repeat  his  beloved  name  in  my  presence^ 
{4^e  ,epu^^4ihiQl&  of  nothing  else. 


■-:  t .  ■  ■     .•  ••;        1 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Ix  was  no  long  time  after  the  death  of  Charon,  that  Hector 
i^i^e,  hon^e  one  evening  in  a  state  of  the  most  violent 
anxiety  and  trepidation.  He  burst  upon  me  in  my  study, 
where  I  was  sitting  alone,  buried  in  one  of  those  deep 
reveries  which,  especially  since  the  legacy  of  the  stranger, 
hid  been  among  the  most  frequent  habits  of  my  mind. 
Ijis  per^rbation  was  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  for 
him  to  impose  on  himself  the  smallest  degree  of  caution 
9pd  restraint.  The  noise  he  made  in  entering  the  apart- 
ment startled  ;ne.  I  lopkedup,  and  perceived  his  features 
.swelled,  his  face  bruised,  and  his  garments  disfigured  with 
bl9pd. 

'   ^r  For  heaven  s  sake.  Hector,"  exclaimed  I,  "  what  is 
tte  natter?" 

He  answered  not.  He  advanced  towards  the  upper  end 
^f  ttf^  room,  he  took  down  a  pistol,  one  of  those  which  I 
Jlwj^ys  tept  loaded  in  my  apartment,  he  came  towards  me, 
hie  leii  upon  his  knees,  he  tendered  the  pistol  to  my  ac- 
cept^pce* 

i^^^ Hector !"  cried  I,  *'  what  am  t  to  understand?  what 
li^the  meaning  of  this?" 

^    '^' ijall  me,  dear  master  !     For  Christ's  sake  I  entreat 
you  to  kill  me  !" 
,.':/^  I  took  the  pistol  from  his  hand;  it  pointed  towards 

/*  And  t^ill  you  not  kill  me?"  in  a  mournj[id  accent 
e^^airae^  hcv 
,   f'  What  have  you  done,  that  deserves  that  1  ^WJ^.^^^ 
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'^KIH  me!  only  kiU  me !  pray,  kill  me!"  He.  ^mid 
out  his  bands  towards  me  with  a  gestuie  of  intretty,     . 

''  Hector^  what  means  this  agitation  ?  what  hiui  Ijap- 
pened  ?*'     You  terrify  me  beyond  expresaon* 

^  Most  I  speak  ?  '*  replied  he.  ^'  Must  I  be  the  afiCBBfi^ 
of  my  guilty  self?"     He  burst  into  an  agony  of  tears., 

**  Would  I  were  dead !  Would  I  had  been  torn  into  a 
thousand  pieces,  before  this  hacl  happened  !  Indeed^  sir, 
I  am  innocent!  I  thought  no  harm!  Indeed  it  is  not 
my  fault!" 

"  What  have  yoii  done  ?  .  Whence  come  these  bruise^ 
and  diis  wound  ?** 

'<  It  is  all  my  fault!  It  is  all  my  doing;  —  nobody 
else  !     Why  will  you  not  kill  me  ?  " 

*'  Hector,  I  cannot  bear  this  uncertainty.  Recollect 
yourself!     Be  pacified  !  and  tell  your  story  !*' 

"  Will  you  forgive  me  ?  " 

"  Forgive  you  what  ?  What  have  you  done  to  deserve 
my  anger  ?  " 

'*  No,  no,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  forgiven !  I  only  wish 
y6u  to  abhor,  to  detest,  to  curse  and  to  kill  me  !" 

'^  This  is  beyond  all  patience." 

*'  I  never  loved  any  body  but  you,  and  my  mistress,  and 
my  dear  .young  ladies.  I  never  did  any  body  else  the 
least  atom  of  mischief;  and  now  my  folly  will  be  the;ruip 
of  you  all ! 

*'  Pardon  me,  sir !  I  will  torment  you  no  longerr  I 
will  get  the  better  of  myself,  and  toll  you  all  that  has  hap- 
pened." 

He  then  informed  me,  though  with  many  breaks  and 
passionate  interruptions,  of  what  he  had  justdiscoTeredj^ 
my  evil  repute  as  a  necromancer,  the  many  strange  and 
terrible  stories  that  were  circulated  of  me,  the  antipathy 
universally  entertained  against  me,  the  active  ferociousness 
with  which  this  antipathy  was  accompanied,  and  tljLe 
consequences  that  he  feared  would  result.  He  ascnbed 
the  whole  to  his  own  imprudence,  and  to  the  particulars 
which  the  superior  cunning  of  the  donzella,  in  spite  of  his 
invincible  refusal  to  acquaint  her  wif2i  a  single  drcum* 
stance^  had  wrung  from  him.    Hec^r  had  collected  several 
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6f  these  particulars  accidentally  from  a  neighbouring  rustic^ 
and  had  been  yehement  in  my  defence.  While  they  were 
e%er  in  debate^  others  had  joined  them^  but  Hector  had 
found  them  all  opponents,  not  one  a  supporter.  Irritated 
with  the  contest,  and  the  opprobrious  language  heaped 
upon  liimself  and  his  master.  Hector  had  been  provoked  to 
^(rHke  th6  mbst  insolent  of  the  disputants.  Immediately 
several  had  fallen  upon  him  at  once,  and  it  was  owing  to 
the  uncommon  strength  and  dexterity  he  possessed,  that 
he  had  escaped  alive  out  of  their  hands.  Beside  innu- 
ipcierable  blows  with  fist,  foot,  and  stick,  he  had  received 
two  or  three  stabs  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  from  the 
&ives  yriOi  which  the  Italian  is  too  much  accusitpmed  to 
assail  his  adversary.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  the  gallant 
lind  generous  defence  of  Hector  had  considerably  augmented 
the  danger  of  my  situation.  They  dismissed  him  with  a 
thousand  execrations  against  both  him  and  myself,  and 
Vows  that  they  would  signalise  their  vengeance  by  setting 
fire  to  my  house.  Having  related  his  story.  Hector  con. 
eluded  with  again  earnestly  conjuring  me  to  kill  him,  that 
80  he  might  expiate  the  imprudence  and  folly  by  which  he 
had  made  himself  the  author  of  my  calamity. . 

The  excess! veness  of  the  poor  fellow's  distress  excited 
iie  to  fehiploy  every  e^rt  to  pacify  his  mind.  *^  Hector," 
said  I,  "  you  have  been  very  imprudent,  but  I  foresee  no 
auch  consequences  as  your  terrified  imagination  has  led 
jou.  ^forebode.  The  idle  threats  of  clowns  in  the  midst 
ot  m^  brawls  are  entitled  to  little  regard.  I  am  not  so 
weak  and  infirm  of  soul  as  to  be  nu)ved  from  my  tran- 
<}iiilfiity  by  their  seilseless  prate.  I  entertain  no  doubt  of 
your  fidelity  and  affection.  I  am  not  angry  with  you. 
The  fault  you  have  been  guilty  of,  arose  from  no  defect  of 
vigilance  or  attachment.  You  did  what  you  could,  and 
where  you  failed,  it  was  only  in  that  to  which  your  powers 
irerenot  commensurate.  You  have  don^  well  and  wisely 
now,  in  acquainting  me  with  particulars  and  the  whole 
exietit  of  the  danger :  doubt  not  but  I  will  employ  such 
l^reeautions  and  be  so  awake  to  my  situation^  as  to  fQre&t;Bt 
the  poSnbility  of  mischief." 

^Thm  J  endeavoured  to  assuage  Yionest  l^^icXwt^  ^^ct- 
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turbation^  but  with  no  adequate  effect.  He  biing  hhf  Hei^ 
in  sorrow,  and  refused  to  be  comforted.  Shame  ahd  leritf 
assailed  him  together,  and  h^  knew  not  how  to  sup|m 
their  united  pressure.  He  intreated  me  not  to  Itdl  lAfse^ 
in  fancied  security,  and  fall  blindfold  on  my  ruiiil  He  ^r 
treated  me  not  to  forgive  him.  vMy  clemency  ityi'M^ 
bearance  served  only  to  make  him  regard  with  miHA 
horror  the  crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty.  If  feow^tt 
I  refused  to  punish  him,  and  by  penance  or  death  to 
the  remorse  that  hung  upon  his  heart,  he  would  at 
devote  himself  in  opposition  to  the  evil  he  had  c: 
and  die  rather  than  it  should  touch  a  hair  of  oui*  hj^e^ 
This  idea  he  seemed  to  view  with  sonie  complacency '^  ^ 
the  pleasure  it  gave  was  a  glimmering  and  momenti 
light ;  he  could  not  remain  in  any  place  for  an  instatit^ 
he  wrung  his  hands  with  anguish,  and  exhibited  et^ 
feature  of  the  deepest  despair.  I  examined  his  bruis^  fifia 
wounds,  the  latter  of  which,  though  attended  with  a  cojiMi 
effusion  of  blood,  did  not  appear  to  be  dangerous.  I  vTamtc^ 
him  to  be  guilty  of  no  further  indiscretion,  to  betray  iij^ 
thing  g£  what  had  happened  to  any  one  of  my  family^  ati^ 
to  engage  in  no  further  controversies  and  brpils  in  lAY 
vindication.  '^J 

Though  I  endeavoured  to  make  light  of  what  I  heiM 
in  compassion  to  the  distress  of  my  servant^  yet,  wheb'l 
came  to  reconsider  the  subject  in  solitude,  it  by  no  means 
appeared  to  me  in  a  light  and  trivial  point  of  view.  One 
part  of  Hector's,  story  had  related  to  the  death  of  Charbft, 
who,  I  now  found,  had  owed  his  fate  to  the  superstitipil 
of  my  uncultivated  neighbours.  I  had  always  ente^ii^ 
a  formidable  idea  of  the  character  of  an  Italian  poptda^, 
whom  I  regarded  as  more  suspicious,  sanguinary,  a^9 
violent  than  any  other  rac^  of  men  in  the  world.  I  d^ 
plored  my  fate  that  exposed  me  to  their  rage.  I 'de- 
plored my  folly  that  had  admitted  any  cotlfidant  into  my 
individual  pursuits,  though  my  confidence  had  been' so 
limited,  and  its  receiver  so  trustworthy,  that  I  could  qbt 
have  imagined,  any  evil  would  have  resulted.  I  determined 
that  I  would  not  expose  m^^elf  to  the  risk  of  suA 
A/m5ter  consequences^  aa  ia  la^  oY^iiiOT!LT£^^\SsLxsi?^'^* 


THAVEIiS   OF   ST.  LEON.  279 

aent  situation  easily  overtake  me.  I  grieved  for  the  tender 
l^e^th  and  the  douhtful  state  of  mind  of  my  heloved 
Jk[arguerite>  which  alone  opposed  themselves  to  the  adoption 
^  an  immediate  change  of  scene.  In  the  state  of  her 
health  I  had  been  grievously  disappointed.  I  had  looked 
for  amendment ;  I  found  decay.  The  decay  however  was 
gradual^  almost  imperceptible ;  from  time  to  time  I  had 
even  flattered  myself  that  the  progress  was  in  an  opposite 
direction ;  but  the  delusion  was  soon  banished.  Another 
difficulty  arose  in  addition  to  the  rest ;  Marguerite  ap- 
{|eaj;ed  pregnant ;  a  circumstance  that  now  first  presented 
ij^self  after  a  cessation  of  ten  years. 

-■^  The  morning  after  the  accident  and  disclosure  of  Hector 
r  went  to  Pisa^  determined  to  consult  with  the  marchese 
f'ilosanto^  elder  brother  of  the  unfortunate  Andrea,  who 
*yr2is  probably  more  accurately  acquainted  with  the  Italian 
character  than  myself,  and  understood  the  shades  of  that 
character,  as  they  were  modified  in  the  particular  territory 
i^  which  I  resided.  The  marchese  was  a  man  universally 
a4nure4  for  subtlety  of  reasoning,  vigorousness  of  compre- 
^ensicm,  and  refinement  of  taste.  In  the  structure  of  his 
ailind  he  was  scarcely  an  Italian.  He  had  resided  several 
years  in  £ngland,  and  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Henry 
rHoward  earl  of  Surrey,  who  some  time  after  fell  a  victim 
ko  the  jealous  tyranny  of  his  native  sovereign,  king  Henry 
the  Eighth.  The  marchese  was  frank,  generous  and  disinter- 
ested, and  possessed  more  fully  the  affections  of  every  one 
lldthin  the  circle  of  his  friendship  than  any  other  man  1  ever 
Jcnew.  He  was  of  a  sanguine  temper,  always  contemplating 
the  world  on  its  brightest  side;  and,  from  the  generosity 
'(^  his  own  heart,,  incapable  of  crediting  a  distant  diinger, 
or  of  discerning  the  storm  in  the  embryo  cloud  where  it 
was  silently  engendering. 

In  the  conference  we  held,  I  was  influenced  too  impli- 
idtly  by  my  consciousness  of  his  integrity  and  the  gigantic 
powers  of  his  mind,  and  did  hot  sufficiently  advert  to 
those  peculiarities  in  his  temper  which  I  have  now  described. 
The  external  facts  with  which  the  narrative  of  Hector  had 
/{omished  me  I  fully  detailed  to  him ;  oa  to  icv^  ^«x>Cv2«o^»x 
jmsmts,  I  contented  myself  with  statmg  \\i«x\vcL^s^^^ 
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ftedy  in  the  study  of  clieiiustry,  9od  was  of  those  pdaoni^ 
ordinarily  accounted  yisionaries^  who  amuaed  th^nsdVei 
with  the  expectation  of  finding  the  philosophy's  stone. 
Having  heard  my  story  to  an  end>  the  marchese  ridieokd 
my  apprehensions.  He  saw  nothing  in  the  facta  that 
alarmed  me^  but  a  cowardly  superstition  whose  atmost  fli^t 
reached  no  higher  than  the  shooting  a  dog«  and  a  squabble 
between  a  boisterous  rustic^  and  a  servant  too  acutely  sea^ 
aitive  for  the  reputation  of  his  master.  Ho  assured  me 
that  the  days  of  such  superstition  as  I  contemplated  were 
long  since  past^  and  that  his  countrymen  less  deserved  tbe 
imputation  than  any  others^  as^  living  at  the  very  centre 
and  source  of  catholic  imposition,  they  saw  deeper  into  the 
mystery,  and  were  not  exposed  to  the  advantage  which  dis- 
tance possesses  for  augmenting  our  reverence.  He  exp&r 
tiated  with  great  eloquence  on  the  vice  of  a  suspid^raa 
temper.  A  spirit  of  alarm  and  continual  apprehensisn, 
like  the  Jealousy  of  lovers,  he  said,  made  the  meat  it  fed 
on.  It  brooded  over  plots  that  had  no  existence  but  in  the 
wanderings  of  a  disturbed  imagination.  It  was  continually 
interrupting  the  quiet  of  its  owner,  and  the  tranquillity  of 
society;  and,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  imaginary  evils, 
often  plunged  into  such  as  were  real.  He  advised  me  to 
go  home  and  be  contented^  He  recommended  to  me  to 
dear  up  the  clouds  of  my  mind,  and  cultivate  a  light 
heart,  a  cheerful  temper,  and  a  generous  confidence  in  the 
honest  sympathies  of  mankind.  In  fine,  he  bade  me  con- 
tinue  my  pursuits,  avoid  ^dat,  and  trust  in  his  sagacity 
that  no  ill  consequences  would  ensue.    ' 

The  remonstrances  of  the  marchese  Filosanto  led  me  to 
suspect  that  I  had  been  idly  credukms.  I  had  too  easily 
particqiated  the  feelings  and  apprehensions  of  a  poor  unitw 
structed  negro,  and  had  sufiered  the  secret  griefis  that 
brooded  in  my  heart,  to  discolour  my  perceptions,  and 
aggravate  the  features  of  circumstances  in  themselves  ti$^ 
fiix^  or  indifferent* '  I  began  to  be  half  ashamed  of  tho 
Roominess  of  my  conceptions.  I  could  not,  alas  !  ibiloW 
tfaa  advice  of  the  marchese  as  to  the  cheerfVilness  of  my 
heart ;  but  I  eould  exert  myself  to  prevent  my  present 
melancholy  from  diafiguriag  to  me  every  thing  I  saw.  The 
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influence  exercised  over  my  conceptions  by  persons  of  emi- 
nent intellect  has  always  been  great.  Not  that  the  judg- 
nient  I  formed  of  the  powers  of  my  own  mind  was  peculi- 
arly humble ;  but  I  reasoned  thus.  Perhaps  the  person  I 
ebhsult  is  as  well  informed  in  the  subject  under  consider- 
atioh  as  I  am^  in  that  case  his  decision  is  as  fully  entitled 
to  attention  as  my  own;  and  thus^  without  cowardly  self- 
Contempt  on  my  part,  the  general  balance  of  the  argument 
Was  materially  altered.  Perhaps^  without  being  on  the 
lirliole  my  superior,  he  may  be  more  competent  to  this  par- 
iibnl^r  question.  In  either  case  my  idea  of  its  merits  be- 
came perceptibly  modified.  I  never  listened  to  the  senti- 
inents  of  a  man  of  talents  when  they  differed  from  my  own^ 
totess  where  he  was  evidently  visionary  and  irrational, 
vdtliout  being  shaken  as  to  the  credit  due  to  my  own  view 
6f  the  subject. 

'  Such  theii  was  the  effect  produced  on  me  by  the  mar- 
diese's  expostulation.  I  shook  off  my  apprehensions^  and 
laughed  at  my  fears.  I  was  ashamed  of  the  want  of  gal- 
llthtry  that  had  possessed  me,  when  I  meditated  flight 
itdvk  so  trivial  a  menace.  I  concluded  that^  dangers,  parti- 
edkrly  such  as  arise  from  the  irrational  passions  of  a  capri- 
cious multitude,  were  increased  when  symptoms  of  appre- 
hensaon  discovered  themselves,  and  abated,  when  received 
iri^  neglect  or  repelled  with  a  magnanimous  serenity. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


M94l«wHiLE  the  unrelenting  Agostinn  was  fixed  in  his 
purpose  and  incessant  in  his  machinations.  He  believed 
tb^  the  destructive  mine  was  now  sufficiently  prepared, 
9t^d  that  he  might  proceed  in  all  surety  to  the  ultimate 
explosion.  He  apprehended  that  he  had  advanced  too  far 
ta  retract,  that  the  death  of  Charon  and  the  assault  upon 
Hector  were  calculated  sufficiently  to  announce  what  was 
t9  foUow,  and  that  it  would  be  injudicious  and  idle  to  grant 
D(ie  much  respite  for  reflection.  The  passions  oi  \kV&  «a»s^ 
Gi^tes  were  wrought  up  to  a  frenzy  of  hoiioT,  «ii^  Tie^^^ 


J 


282  TBAVELS  OF   ST.  LEON. 

only  a  bold  and  artfuL  director  to  urge  them  toao^i^)];^ 
iury  and  destruction.  ,  it 

Implicitly  as  I  had  confided  in  the  deciaiou.o£|^ 
marchese^  I  had  speedily  reason  to  know  that  it  was 
dictate  of  too  sanguine  and  presumptuous  a  spirit.  , 
my  return  from  his  palace^  and^  on  several  subseqiiffStt 
occasions,  I  found  the  manners  of  the  populm;e  alt^r^ 
respecting  me.  They  no  longer  viewed  me  with  a  i^rt  ^ 
reverential  awe^  or  fled  my  approach.  :  They  insultedi^ntjl 
with  their  eyes^  they  mutter^  curses  upon  me  i^.a  vi^ioe  ^ 
sufficiently  audible  to  be  understood^  they  broike  for^ll 
gestures  of  abhorrence  and  derision.  They  reg^ed  jp^ 
with  looks  of  ferocious  hatred ;  and  when  I  had  pa^s^  theii^ 
their  murmurs  gradually  swelled  into  shouts  of  triumplia^ 
contumely.  These  symptoms  however  were  progres^TCji 
each  day  became  more  odious  and  intolerable  than.  thje,|4|f| 
They  i/i4io  have  never  been  placed  in  a  situation  like  ;p%^ 
will  never  he  able  to  do  justice  to  my  grievance,  f^ 
wiU  perhaps  si^>  that  the  calamity  I  now  endured,w^i^ 
trifling  one,  and  that  a  weak  mind  only  can  be  dievatedLU 
the  acclamations  and  huzzas  of  the  multitude^  oi;  depr€^a(^ 
by  their  hisses  and  scorn.  I  did  not^  and  I  could  not^^lj^ 
it  so.  There  is  no  pleasure  more  congenial  to  t^  h^^^^| 
hearty  than  the  approbation  and  affection  pf  our  fjellQw^  ,,1  I 
call  heaven  to  witness  that  I  could  moun^  the  scaflbld,  Stffr 
rounded  with  an  innumerable  multitude  to  applaud  my  fof^ 
titude^  and  to  feel  as  it  w^e  on  their  pwn  ne<^  the  blow  ^ut 
ended  me,  and  count  it  a  festivaL  But  I  cannot  bear  to  be 
surrounded  with  tokens  of  abhorr^ice  and  scorn.  J  cannot 
bear  to  look  round  me  through  an  extended  circle^  and  see  t)if 
impatience  of  despite  in  every  face.  Man  was  not  bom;  to 
live  alone.  He  is  linked  to  his  brethren  by  a  thousand*  ties ; 
and^  when  those  ties  are  broken,  he  ceases  from  all  genuixic 
existence.  Their  complacence  is  a  food  more  invigprating 
than  ambrosia ;  their  aversion  is  a  torment  worse  than  thft 
of  the  damned.  While  I  write,  I  seem  again  to  hear  re* 
sounding  in  my  ears  the  hootings  and  clamours  of  tbe^ 
infatuated  peasants.  'Wlien  heard  indeed,  they  went  to 
my  heart,  and  sat  there  colder  than  the  aspic's  venom :  thej 
rose  to  my  throat  with  a  sen8a.^oiL\»XXfit«t  ^OckKsv^^To^'iroQi 
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They  tmstiting  iSimy  mttscfes  dud  nerves.  I  c<mld  not  stay ; 
I  could  not  fly.  I  wished  myself  buried  deep  in  the  eentk^ 
^  the  eMh,  I  feh  something  worse,  more  revolting,  more 
cr^pcwSte  to  all  the  prejudices  and  propensities  of  the  soul^ 
Ihan  annihilation.  I  have  known  in  vinous  situations  and 
collditions  of  human  life,  what  it  was  to  be  distressed,  to  be 
dgected,  to  be  miserable ;  but  never  in  anjr  other  situation 
Eiavie  I  ^It  a  mi^et-y  so  concentrated,  so  gnawing  and  insof^ 
ftilatte. 

1  began  however,  Kke  the  critics  I  am  figuring  to  ^mySelf^ 
ib  desfiise  the  pusillanimity  of  my  submission,  and  to  be- 
lieve diat,  if  I  would  only  make  a  stand  and  turn  round 
irpou  my  enemy,  I  should  subdue  him.  This  resolution  I 
ebtdd  with  difficulty  have  taken  in  the  moment  of'  attack  ; 
it  vas  formed  in  an  interval  of  retrospect  and  reflection. 
Having  formed  it,  the  contempt  I  should  have  felt  for  my.i 
self  would  have  been  too  exquisite,  if  I  had  failed  to  put  it 
in  execution.  I  was  not  long  at  a  loss  for  an  opportunity* 
In  one  of  my  walks  I  found  myself  pursued  by  a  numerous 
populace  with  a  pecuHar  degree  of  inveteracy.  I  yielded 
for  some  time,  till  I  came  to  a  place  that  appeared  conve- 
nient for  the  jpurpose  of'  haranguing  them.  It  was  a 
bench,  placed  upon  a  rising  ground  and  sheltered  behind 
by  a  thicket,  which  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  of 
commanding  a  neighbovring  prospect.  I  stopped  ;  *  I 
stepped  upon  the  bench ;  I  waved  my  hand  towards  the 
multitude.  They  perceived  my  purpose  with  some  degree 
of  eonftt^ion  and  surprise ;  they  drew  nearer.  *^  Do  hot 
h&teti  to  him  !  Do  not  hear  a  word  he  has  to  say ! "  died 
some  of  them.  '^  Oh,  hear  him  !  hetir  him  !"  exclaimed 
others.     I  obtained  an  audience. 

'^  What  is  the  cause,"  said  I,  ^^  of  all  this  hatred  and 
persecution?" 

■  *^  Because  you  are  a  wizard,  a  necromancer,  a  dealer  in 
"die  black  art ;  beesnse  you  are  in  league  with  hell,  and 
have  sold  yourself  to  the  devil  I"  answered  twenty  voiees 
at  once. 

**  Heaf  me,"  replied  I,  ^^  and  I  will  convince  you  of  ttiy 
innocence :  but  hear  me  in  silence,  atvd  do  noX  VsvXfcTcvs^x. 


me/' 
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'*  For  mjtelf,  I  hare  no  bdief  in  tbe  existence  of  sudi 
•nmrt." 

This  remtrk  produced  a  general  groan. 
.  **  Why  should  I  hare  sold  myself  to  the  foe  of  mankind? 
What  could  he  gire  me,  that  should  compensate  me  for 
ecmngning  myself  over  to  him  for  ever  hereafter?  Tlie 
power  of  exhibiting  strange  and  extraordinary  tricks; 
What  a  pitiful  recompence  ?  But^  if  I  had  bought  this 
power  at  so  dear  a  price^  should  I  hide  it  ?  Should  I  not 
t&e  erery  opportunity  of  exciting  your  reverence  and  as- 
tonishment ?  Who  has  seen  me  perform  any  wonderful 
feat  ?  I  live  quietly  among  you,  and  g^ve  no  cause  of  of. 
fence  to  an^.  I  live  retired  in  the  midst  of  my  family.  I 
Ibim  no  party  or  connections.  I  do  not  intrude  into  any 
of  your  ailldrs^  political  or  private.  1  do  not  even  enter 
into  conferences  witii  any  of  you,  miless  induced  by  the 
apparent  occasion  of  doing  some  good  and  benevolent 
action. 

^  Quit  then  this  ungenerous  persecution  !  Bo  not  turn 
tiie  fury  of  your  resentment  upon  a  harmless  stranger! 
You  are  Italians^  the  most  polished  and  ingenious  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth :  the  most  glorious  monuments  of 
artj  in  building,  in  statuary,  and  in  painting,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  midst  of  you:  ancient  Italy  governed  the 
world  by  her  arms;  modem  Italy  governs  the  world  through 
the  medium  of  that  pure  and  sublime  religion  of  which 
Providence  has  graciously  made  her  the  repository.  Do 
not  stain  the  glory  of  this  character!  Show  yourselves 
worthy  of  the  honour  with  which  your  name  is  heard  in 
every  comer  of  the  habitable  world  !** 

While  I  was  yet  speaking,  a  large  clot  of  mud  reached 
me,  and  struck  me  on  tiie  face  and  the  upper  part  of  my 
breast.  I  calmly  endeavoured  to  free  myself  from  its  ef-* 
fects  with  ffiy  handkerchief ;  ftnd,' looking  round  me,  de- 
manded, in  the  sacred  spirit  of  conscious  innocence,  ^'  How 
have  I  deserved  this  treatment  ?" 

'  Thus  far  I  had  been  heard  with  a  doubtful  sentiment 
of  nmrmut  and  approbation,  and  I  began  to  feel  that  I  was 
rather  gaining  ground  ilpon  my  audience.  But  this  new 
insnit  seemed  to  tum  the  tide  of  popular  impression  in  an 
■"'^tant. 
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'*  Villain,  renegado,  dccuraed  of  God  I "  I  heard  from 
every  side ;  "  did  not  you  bewitch  my  cow  ?  did  not  yon 
enchant  my  child  ?  have  not  you  killed  my  daughter  ? 
Down  with  him !  exterminate  him !  do  pot  suffer  ^m  to 
Hve!" 

1  continued  my  efforts  to  be  heard.  It  was  a  critical 
moment,  a  last  experiment  upon  the  power  of  firmness  and 
innocence  to  control  the  madness  of  infuriated  superstition. 
It  was  in  vain.  I  was  deafened  with  the  noise  that  assailed 
me.  It  was  no  longer  shouts  and  clamours,  of  disappro- 
bation. It  was  the  roaring  of  tigers,  and  the  shri^  of 
cannibals.  Sticks,  stoneis,  and  every  kind  of  missile  weapon 
tbat  offered  itself,  fell  in  showers  around  me.  It  seemed  a 
sort  of  miracle  that  I  escaped  instant  destruction.  I  eluded 
their  pursuit :  after  some  time  time  I  ventured  to  return  to 
my  own  house.  I  had  in  the  interval  terrified  myself  with 
the  idea  that,  having  missed  my  person,  they  might  have 
hurried  thither,  and  executed  some  terrible  vengeance  on 
my  helpless  family.  I  found  them  however  in  safety :  the 
nipb  had  for  this  time  contented  itself  to  disperse  without 
further  mischief. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  I  hastened  to  Pisa,  and  related 
what  had  just  occurred  to  my  friend  the  marchese.  He 
was  surprised;  but  he  still  adhered  to  his  opinion.  He 
h^d  never  supposed,  he  ^old  me,  that  a  noisy  and  clamorous 
mob  was  a  proper  subject  upon  which  to  make  experiment 
of  the  energy  of  truth  ;  and  he  laughed  at  my  attempt  to 
reason  them  out  of  their  superstition.  But  they  meant 
nothing  by  all  that  had  passed.  It  was  the  mere  foam  and 
fury  of  a  moment,  poured  out  with  vehemence,  and  then 
dissipated  in  air.  A  certain  set  of  politicians  had  for  their 
particular  ends  represented  a  mob  as  a  terrific  and  formid- 
able engine :  alas  !  they  were  rather  to  be  pitied  than  con- 
demned. There  was  no  malice  in  their  hearts.  They 
were  in  reality  a  mere  material  machine,  led  on  without 
reflection,  and,  when  they  had  committed  a  momentary 
ravage,  astonished  themselves  the  most  at  the  injury  they 
had  perpetrated.  They  were  as  light  and  variable  as  ft 
feather,  driven. with  every  breath;  and  nothing  cqxsMl  «x^^  , 
greater  obliquitjr  of  intellect  than  to  suppose,  \>ec«as&  ^Cs^ 
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were  in  a  certain  temper  and  aenl^iin^t  to-day^  thai  thaf 
would  be  found  in  a  similar  temper  and  sentiment  to-mprn>;ir# 
The  marchese  however  wished^  he  said^  tot  relieve  me  frofi 
the  apprehension  of  this  imaginary  danger^  ajod  ;thfg^or€!T^r 
£ered  me  the  whole  suite  of  his  servants  for  the  defence  of  ii^j 
house,  41e  added  that,  among  his  friends  an4  retainers  JJn 
the  city  of  Pisa,  he  did  not  doubt  in. an  hour's  ti?ne  to  heii^ 
to  raise  a  troop  of  four  hundred  men;  and,  whatjev^pQW^ 
of  that  sort  he  possessed,  he  assured  me  waso^vhoUy.  ^.^j 
service.  I  was  not  convinced  by  the  marchese's  ar^pofeptf^ 
but  I  declined  his  oSet^  1  could  not  bear  po  thin^C'tl^ 
blood  should  be  spilled,  and  the  lives  of  th^^  pppri^ppiffiji^ 
wretches  sacrificed,  for  the  pre^rvation  of  a  thing  so  ^ortj^ 
less  in  my  eyes  as  the  local  property  I:  posses^.  :  I  th^^a^ 
fore  tdd  the  mmrchese^  that,  I  might  perhaps,  wait^  yet  a.dgr 
or  two  longer  before  I  formed  my  re^lut^iiv;  hut  ifM^t^  ^ 
instant  I  saw  one  fresh  symptom  of  the  hostility  of  ^e  idlr 
lagers,  I  was  determined  to  take  my  family  ^ith  iqe,  apd 
remove  far  beyond  the  reach  both  of  their  t€^pr^  and  tjtici^ 
hatred*  r         s  r? 

I  staid  two  hours  with  the  marcheise,  and  then  set  out.tp 
my  own  house.  The  way  I  took  ^as  ;by  a  priv^ite  roit^, 
open  only  to  the  neighbouring  genlxy>  but  of, -wliiichipy 
servant  carried  the  key.  It  led  aloHjig  th^  highei:  gro«nd, 
and  c(»nmanded  a  view  of  the  common  highway^  ..,iCk«i4* 
derably  before  I  reached  my  own  habitat!^ jf  I  yf^&  stnii^ 
with  the  appearance  of  persons  passing>  in,  poQ^d9];al^ 
numbers,  and  in  a  tumidtuous  manner,  along  jli^p^)^ 
road*  Some  of  them  were,  anped  wi^  cluf)^  aiid  o4)i^ 
with  torches.  Their  march  however  .1^3  ^|[^  jtoii^a^  my 
house,  but  in  an  opposite  direction.  I  n^n^d  jny :PI^;if> 
terrified  with  a  sort  of  vague  iippi^hension  ^of  yr^a^  mi^t 
have  hi^pened;  tliough  I  d^d  not  disguise  to^myseiLC  ^t 
what  I  saw  was  not  precisely  that  which  I  might  have;!^« 
pected  to  see>  if  they  had  been  returned  from  demolish^ 
my  property,  and  burning  my  house. 

When  I  ar£ived>  I  found  indeed  that  no  mischief  had 
been  actually  committed,. but  that  I  was  indeb^  for  the 
preseryation  of  my  house,  and  perhaps  for  the  lives  of  my 
wife  and  children,  to  the  Eagaidt^  ^csid  ^xs^xkoe  of  mind  of 
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Bmikitlin^  die  servant  of  my  early  years.  My  residence 
hflcd  been  the  object  against  which  the  mardi  of  the  popu- 
kidi^  h^  been  directed.  Bemardin,  perceiving  dieir  inten- 
tibns^  httd  with  great  difficulty  prevailed  upon  Hector  to 
1e!I^P  out  of  sight.  Nothing  could  be  more  adverse  to  the 
H^ngs  iand  inclination  of  my  faithful  negro;  but^  Ber- 
naiiditf  having  convinced  him  that  his  appearance  would 
btily  exasperate  the  rage  of  the  assailants^  and  that  perhaps 
if^tbtf  tMn^  of  importance  to  his  master's  service  and  happi- 
<fie^  depended  at  present  upon  his  coiicealment^  Hector 
>^dded  to  his  representations.  This  accomplished^  Bemar- 
^n  ne»t  assembled  the  gardener  and  one  or  two  labourers 
Hi  my  employment,  who  happened  to  be  at  hand;  and^ 
having  ftoiished  them  with  fire-arms^  stationed  them  at' 
idiiBferettt  windows,  in  the  front  of  the  house.  With  these 
preparations,  when  the  mob  arrived  he  resolutely  told' them 
diat  he  would  fire  on  the  first  person  that  attempted  to  break 
te  They  were  sta^ered:  furious  as  they  appeared  the 
moment  before,  this  threat  held  them  in  awei  They  pa- 
raded two  or  three  times  round  the  house,  clattering  their 
tarthid,  and  pomring  Out  vehement  execrations;  and  then 
wiUidreW,  solemnly  promising  that  they  would  return  the 
fdlowing  night,  and  level  the  house  with  the  ground. 
'  I  no  longer  yielded  the  smallest  degree  of  credit  to  the 
unsuspicious  and  confiding  plnlosophy  of  the  marchese 
Miosanto.  I  sent  oflPmy  wife  and  diildren  before  day- 
!brealt  foi^  Lucca,  determine  to  take  shipping  at  the  first 
c^venieht  port,  and  psiss  over  into  Spain.  I  was  little 
solicitous/  for  reasons  with  which  the  reader  is  already  ac- 
^uaihted,  afbout  my  property  and  moveables :  I  had  no  mo- 
^veito  induce  me  to  fett«r  and  clog  my  retreat>  at  this  hour 
of  peril  and  terror.  With  a  single  article  of  rarity  and  price. 
My  furniture  indeed  was  not  splebdid,  but  it  was  handsome 
aiSd  valuable ;  ^nd  the  indifibrence  witli  which  I  reigned 
HAoeivhble  to  the  mercy  of  chance,  was  a  matter  of  some 
surprise  to  the  persons  around  me.  My  servants  ofibred 
to'd^fetid  my  possessions,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives;  but  I 
"^rdttiptoidly  forbade  it  I  woidd  not  even  consent  to 
iheir  taking  away  certain  articles,  by  way  of  a^i5.ici^xv»!csxN% 
them  to  Hh&t  personal  uses     I  believed  tSaaX  *^  \  %toa»ft^ 
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a  single  act  of  that  sort^  I  should  find  it  no  easy  matter  ti| 
set  limits  to  their  avidity ;  and,  as  I  had  determined  to 
take  none  of  my  present  aenr^ts  with  me^  the  negro  wi 
Bemardin  excepted^  I  feared  that  the  apparent  possessions! 
a  single  article  that  had  heen  mine  might  hereafter  madt. 
its  proprietor  a  victim  to  ^e  senseless  rage  of  blindfoU 
superstition.  I  could  easily  mske  up  to  these  honest,  and. 
faithful  dependants  the  injury  they  might  sustain  from  Ae 
seemii^  severity  of  this  order.  I  determined  to  shut  jqi^ 
my  house,  with  all  its  present  ccmtents,  as  Joshua,  tli^ 
captain  of  the  Jews,  drew  a  line  of  separation  round  ik^ 
profane  possessions  of  Achan ;  and  to  leave  the  villagers,  li 
so  it  seemed  good  to  them,  to  make  of  the  whole  a  humt- 
offering,  to  propitiate  the  wrath  of  their  avenging  divinity*  i 
The  directions  I  issued  heing  imhesitating  and  p^^miH 
tory,  met  with  a  ready  submission  from  all  my  other  dcunes^ 
tics:  Hector  only,  the  mild  and  complying  Hector,  of 
whom  obedience 'had  hitherto  appeared  to  constitute  the 
very  soul,  met  my  commands  with  a  resolute  refusal.  The 
present  distressed  appearanee  of  my  fortunes  seined  to 
have  worked  the  poor  feUow's  mind  to  a  paroxysm  of  m^ 
sanity.  He  considered  himself  as  the  sole  author  of  my 
calamity.  He  reviled  himself  in  the  bitterest  t^ms  oi 
compunction  and  abhorrence.  The  language  which  the 
agony  of  his  soid  forced  from  his  lips,  was  such  as  could 
not  fail  to  impress  upon  my  other  servants  a  conviction  of 
the  justice  of  the  imputations  that  were  now  brought  against 
us.  This  however  was  of  little  iihportance.  I  must  at  aU 
events  have  been  contented  to  leave  behind  me,  in  my  pre- 
sent neighbourhood,  a  name  loaded  with  the  execraticms  of 
religious  fanaticism.  Hector  imprecated  upon  himself  a 
thousand  curses,  if,  so  long  as  he  continued  to  live,  the  pon 
pukce  should  lay  hands  upon  a  straw  of  my  property.  He 
would  not  move  so  much  as  an  inch  from  the  defeace  ci  mj 
house.  He  would  either,  by  preserving  it,  expiate  in  some 
degree  the  mischief  in  which  he  had  involved  me,  or  faU  and 
be  cru^ed  to  death  in  the  midst  of  its  Kuins.  Arguments 
and  expostulations  were  useless  here :  his  mind  was  worked 
up  to  too  high  a  tone,  to  be  susceptible  of  the  patience  ne** 
cessturyfor  hearing  ^  \indet«itoxi^^«2Dl  ^cft»»»fi^c^^batw8s 
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addressed  to  him.  Authority  itself  was  of  no  avail :  for 
the  first  and  die  last  time  he  threw  off  the  character  of  a 
servant^  and  appeared  obstinate^  self- willed^  and  ungovem-^ 
able.  It  was  only  by  direct  violence  that  he  could  be  forced 
from  the  spot  I  gave  him  in  charge^  with  the  most  strict 
oniers  not  to  sufier  him  to  escape  from  their  custody^  to  two 
of  his  fellows. 

This  business  being  despatched^  I  went,  at  the  invitation 
of  the  mardiese,  to  a  small  cottage  he  possessed  at  no  great 
distance  from  my  own  house.  Its  situation  was  ,so  private 
and  retired^  that  few  persons  knew  or  could  perceive  that 
there  was  any  building  on 'the  spot.  Here  therefore  I  could 
remain  in  the  most  perfect  safety.  I  felt  myself  unaccount- 
ably impelled  to  stay  and  witness .  the  catastrophe  of  the 
tragedy.  I  should  not  have  been  satisfied  to  continue  in 
uncertainty  as  to  what  it  would  prove.  After  all  that  had 
passed,  like  the  marchese,  I  should  have  been  apt  to  accuse 
myself  of  cowardice,  and  a  mind  soured  and  degenerate,  if 
the  mob  had  not  ptit  their  threats  in  execution.  The  mar- 
diese  himself  was  well  pleased  with  my  determination  i^ 
this  respect.  He  was  not  y^  convinced  that  1  had  not 
painted  to  myself  a  danger,  which  had  no  adequate  counter- 
part in  the  world  of  realities. 

I  had  not  long  to  wait.  The  night  had  no  sooner  spread 
an  even-coloured  and  almost  impervious  veil  over  the 
world,  than  the  marchese,  as  if  moved  by  a  secret  impulse 
to  witness  what  he  yet  refiised  to  believe,  came  to  me  at  the 
cotti^.  He  had  scarcely  arrived,  when  he  heard  the  con- 
fused murmurs  and  turbulence  of  the  populace;  for  we 
were  near  enough  to  distinguish  almost  every  thing.  As 
they  did  not  meet  with  the  defence  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing, the  work  they  had  undertaken  was  presently  de- 
spatched. We  saw  the  flames  ascend.  We  recognised  the 
i^outs  of  infernal  joy  with  which  they  witnessed  the  catas- 
trophe. When  the  marchese  beheld  what,  till  seen,  he 
would  never  admit  to  be  possible,  he  burst  out  into  a  sort  of 
transport  of  misanthropy.  He  exclaimed  that  no  innocence, 
and  no  merit,  could  defend  a  man  from  the  unrelenting  an- 
tipathy of  his  fellows.  He  saw  that  there  was  a  y^^wc^y^^ 
in^e hunum  mind  destined  to  be  eternally  at  v?%.t  VvOsvvkv- 
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provement  and  science.  No  sooner  did  a.  man  derote  him* 
■elf  to  the  panuit  of  discoveries  which^  if  ascertained) 
would  prove  the  highest  henefit  to  his  species^  than  hii 
whole  species  became  armed  against  him.  The  midni^ 
oO  was  held  to  be  the  signal  of  infernal  machinattons.  The 
paleness  of  study  and  the  furrows  of  thought  were  adjudged 
to  be  the  tokens  of  diabolical  alliance.  He  saw^  in  the 
transactions  of  that  nig^t^  a  pledge  of  the  eternal  triumph 
of  ignorance  over  wisdom.  Above  all,  he  r^retted  that 
his  countrymen^  his  dear  Italians^  should  for  ever  blot  their 
honour  and  their  character  by  sudi  savage  outrages. 
Though  myself  the  principal  sufferer^  I  was  obliged  to  per- 
form the  part  of  the  comforter  and  consoler^  and  endeavour 
to  cafan  die  transport  of  agony  that  seized  upon  the  sns* 
ceptible  Filosanto.  He  was  astonished^  shocked^  and  beside 
himself  :  I  viewed  the  whole  with  die  gloomy  firmness  oi 
a  desperate  resolution. 

The  worst  event  of  this  destested  evening  remains  yet 
imrecorded.  Even  now  I  tremble^  while  I  attempt  t» 
commit  the  story  to  my  harmless  paper.  So  far  as  related 
to  the  mere  destruction  of  ^ly  property,  I  looked  on  with  t 
philosophical  indifference.  I  had  no  reason^  and  I  dis- 
dained to  regret  die  loss  of  that  which  I  had  it  in  my 
power  to  repair  in  a  moment.  I  thought  I  had  taken  care 
that  no  human  life  should  be  risqued  upon  diis  critical 
occasion.  But  I  was  mistaken.  I  learned  the  next  morn- 
ing widi  anguish  inexpressible  diat  Hector,  die  n^ro  of 
the  prison  of  Constance,  was  no  more.  He  had  diuded 
the  vigilance  of  his  keepers.  No  sooner  was  he  at  liberty, 
then  he  hastened,  unknown  to  every  one,  to  die,  as  he  had 
declared  he  would,  in  the  defence  of  my  house.  The  mob 
had  burst  into  the  house ;  diey  seized  him  alive.  They 
dragged  him  out  in  the  midst  of  them ;  they  insulted  over 
him,  as  die  special  favourite  of  the  infernal  king.  They 
inflicted  on  him  every  species  of  mockery  and  of  torture; 

they  killed  him  joint  by  joint,  and  limb  i)y  limb. The 

pen  drops  from  my  lifeless  hand. 

What  right  had  I  to  make  this  man  the  victim  of  my 
idle  and  unhallowed  pursuits?  What  has  the  art  and 
multiplication  of  gold  m  it,  ^«x.  i^ovi^i^.  ^fi»\ss\M»)»^^  t^ 
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:  destruction  of  so  ingenuous^  so  simple^lieaited^  ao  noble  a 
ereature  ?  If  I  had  myself  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
populace^  it  had  been  weU:  I  was  a  eriminal,  worthy  of 

'  e^ery  retribution  they  eeuld  inflict  upon  me  J  Some  men 
perhaps  will  aak^  why  I  lamented  so  bitterly  over  so  un- 
cultivated  and  uninformed  an  individual  as  tMs  negro. 
There  was  however  something  so  truly  tragical  in  the  fate 
to  which  this  creature  in  his  generosity  and  remorse  de- 
voted himself,  that  I  believe  for  die  moment  I  felt  a 
sharper  pang  in  it^  than  in  the  strange  and  extraordinary 

-  loss  of  my  only  son>  or  perhaps  in  the  premature  death  of 
my  beloved  Marguerite. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


Before  the  dawn  of  the  succeeding  morning  I  turned  my 
face  towards  Lucca.  I  beheld  the  last  cloud  of  mingling 
smoke  and  flame  ascend  from  tbe  ashes  of  my  villa.  The 
blaze  sunk^  its  materials  were  nearly  conaCimed^  and  it 
yielded  an  uncertain  and  fitful  light  oidy^  when  I  withdrew 
from  being  any  longer  the  melancholy  and  heart- wounded 
spectator  of  the  ruin.  I  took  an  everlasting  leave  of  the 
miu'chese.  I  had  been  introduced  to  him  under  a  friendly 
aspect^  a»  the  n^an  who  had  had  courage  to  perform  the 
last  office!^  of  humanity  to  his  unfortunate  brother ;  and 
he  had  conceived  a  warm  aflection  for  me.  The  painful 
nature  of  the  catastrophe  be  had  witnessed  melted  his  hearty 
and  he  earnestly  pressed  me  to  draw  upon  him  for  any 
supplies  I  wanted^  or  rather  to  receive  from  him  a  sum 
equivalent  to  the  damage  the  superstition  of  his  country- 
men ha4  inflicted  on  me.  This  I  positively  refused;  but 
I  found  it  impossible  to  silence  his  importunity^  till  I 
submitted  to  tibe  duplicity  of  promising  that^  if  I  found 
myself  reduced  to  any  necessity^  I  would  not  fail  to  apply 
to  him.  It  was  in  the  very  moment  of  our  separation 
tiiat  intelligence  was  brought  me  of  the  fate  of  Hector. 
The  reader  may  imagine  with  how  heavy  a  heart  X  ^t  qn>^. 
on  my  Journey. 

u  2 


292  TRAVBLS  OF   ST.  LEON. 

Lucca  is  about ^teventeen  milcB  from  Ae  dty  of  nsi; 
from  the  i^ace  where  I  had  spent  the  greater  part  of^ 
memorable  night  it  was  t¥renty.  The  mardiese  made  nie 
promise  to  take  a  seipentine  and  drcuitotia  roate^  the  matt 
completely  to  elude  the  possibility  of  fhture  danger.  An 
adyentuft  oecurred  to  me  in  this  passage^  with  die  relaM 
of  which  I  will  not  intorupt  my  narrative^  whidi  pRi- 
vented  me  from  arriving  at  Lucca  till  the  noon  of  tli^ 
following  day.  Suffice  it  to  say^  that  it  was  of  sticb  t 
nature^  that^  impatient  as  I  was  under  my  present  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  to  rejoin  my  family^  I  should  htte 
held  myself  destitute  of  every  atom  of  humanity^  if  I  had 
npt  submitted  to  this  short  delay.      ' 

Short  as  it  was^  I  founds  when  I  reached  Lucea^  iStsA 
my  evil  genius  had  been  busy  to  accumulate  for  me  new 
misfortunes.  Marguerite  and  her  daughters  were  wh<^ 
unknown  in  this  place ;  and  the  intelligence  of  the  Pisim 
riot  having  reached  Lucca  in  the  course  of  the  dayy  itHFas 
related  to  my  wife^  as  to  a  hearer  unconcerned^  wi^  all  ift 
horrid  circumstances  and  the  calamitous  fate  of  our  generous 
Hector,  by  the  hostess  of  the  inn.  The  rapidity  of  events, 
during  the  last  part  of  our  residence  in  the  Pisan  territory, 
was  such  as  to  have  obliged  me  to  say  little  of  the  efieet 
they  produced  upon  Marguerite.  But  the  reader  etti 
scarcely  be  so  inadvertent  and  unreflecting,  as  not  eaisily  to 
imagine  to  himself  that  she  felt  them  in  the  higi^st  degree 
painful  and  overwhelming.  This  last  blow  was  too  mnob. 
Marguerite  had  been  some  months  pregnant.  <  l%e  w«6 
immediately  seized  with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  deliver^ 
of  a  dead  child.  The  first  intelligence  communicated  to 
me  upon  my  arrival  was  that  itay  wife  was  dying. 

Lucca  however  did  not  witness  the  period  of  her  exists 
ence.  After  having  continued  for  several  days  upon  db 
very  extremity,  as  it  were,  between  life  Mid  death,  shfe 
grew  perceptibly  better  ;  and  in  a  week  more,  though  itf  i 
very  feeble  state,  it  became  apparent  that  her  case  was  ii9t 
a  rapid  one.  We  agreed  to  proceed  upon  our  SpfBiiA 
voyage.  It  appeared  not  improbable  that  the  «ea-air  migfct 
be  found  beneficial,  and  the  experiment  was  warmly  re- 
commended by  hex  ^^Jh^ysidaiis.    tWj  -vei^  twa.  Vofrever 
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aware  of  tbe  whole  extent  of  her  disorder.     During  the 
voyage  her  cxisis  returned  with  such  maMgnant  symptome^ 
aa  scarcely  -to  permit  us  the  hope  she  would  reach  the  bmd 
aliye.  We  debarked  at  Barodona  on  the  1 4th  of  April  1 546. 
.  We  had  no  socxoer  taken  up  our  abode  in^this  city  than^ 
foHy  awam  of  the  state  of  her  disease^  she  assembled  her 
daughters^  and  poured  forth  to  them  without  restraint  that 
flood  oi  afi^tion^.  that  atdcnt  spirit  of  love^  by  which  she 
was  distintmished  and  elevated  above  every  creature  that 
Uv«d.     Hrmind  was  cle»,  her  inteUectual  powers  were 
complete  and  entire.     The  enthusiasm  with  which  she 
&OW  esKpressed  herself  was  not  of  that  inconsiderate  nature 
which  should  tend  to  make  them  feel  with  greater  acute- 
neflB  the  less  they  were  about  to  sustain.     It  was  bright^ 
unelouded  and  serene.     It  was  the  eloquence  as  of  a  dis* 
embodied  spirit,  freed  from  the  perturbation  and  alloy  of 
human  passions.    .She  reminded  them  Ibat  they  were  sis- 
tecBj  and  exhorted  each  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  sister  and 
a  mother  to  the  other  two.     If  wise  and  good^  they  would 
be  hi^y  in  each  other^  and  their  little  association  would  be 
a  school^  preparing  them  for  tb^  more  genuine  and  vener- 
able duties  for  which  nature  had  destined  them.    Her  views 
of  all  human  things  were  altered  by  her  present  situation  on 
the  blink  of  die  grave.     Our  reserves  and  misunderstand- 
ings had  wrung  her  heart ;  but  she  foi^ave  me.     Things 
whidi  bad  lately  appeared  of  the  highest  magnitude  and 
moment^  faded  in  ^e  distance^  and  mingled  with  the  vul- 
gar crowd  of  human  concerns  which  was  now  retiring  from 
her  view :  she  must  again  return,  she  said,  to  life,  before  she 
ooiild  again  feel  the  passions  and  the  interests  of  this  petty 
scene.     For  the  sake  of  her  daughters  she  had  lately  de- 
aired  to  live,     ^e  was  now  reconciled  and  content  to  die. 
She  had  formed  the  chain  and  link  of  connection  between 
me  and  my  girls  ;  perhaps  it  was  better  that  we  should 
burst  our  fetters  and  be  free.     On  the  fourth  day  after 
our  arrival  at  Barcelona  Marguerite  expired. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  vast  variety  of  objects  which 
this  wretched  world  presents  to  our  view  so  dreadful  and 
distressing  as  the  sight  of  one  we  have  loved,  but  who  is 
BOW  no  m(ure.     I  saw,  these  eyes  beheld,  the  lifeless  corse 
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of  Margaerite.  Great  God  of  heaven !  what  is  ramt 
and  of  what  are  we  made  ?  Wilihin  that  petty  frame  re- 
sided  for  years  all  ^at  we  worship,  for  tfa^«  resided  0 
that  we  know  and  can  conceive  of  excellence.  That  heart 
is  now  still.  Within  the  whole  extent  of  Aad  frame  there 
exists  no  thought^  no  feelings  n(»  irirtte.  It  remains  bo< 
longer^  hut  to  mock  my  sense  and  scoff  at  my  sorrow^  to 
rend  my  bosom  with  a  woe^  complicated^  matchless  and 
inexpressible.  The  cheek  is  pale  and  livid ;  the  eyes  are 
sunk  and  circled  with  blackness.  Corruption  and  ndn 
have  dready  seized  their  prey  and  turned  it  into  horriHr. 
DraWj  for  heaven's  sake^  draw  the  pall  over  those  lifeless 
features !  Bury^  bury  them  deep  in  the  bowels  (^  the 
earth !  Let  not  my  imajgination  follow  them  into  the 
chambers  of  the  grave^  and  dwell  amidst  pestilential  damps 
and  all  the  series  of  destruction  !  Let  me  recollect  all  that 
Marguerite  was  as  she  livedo  her  numerous  accomplish'' 
ments^  her  unparalleled  virtues^ -^  ay^  in  all  the  magni* 
tude  and  wealth  of  their  detail^  -^  for  that  is  a  divine  and 
celestial  madness :  but  let  me  not  recollect  her  as  I  saw  her 
on  the  bier^  lest  I  become  ranring  and  blaspheme ! 

I  have  no  power  to  talk  of  the  situation  in  which  T  was 
now  placed^  and  the  reader  must  therefore  explain  it  fot 
himself,  —  if  he  can.  I  never  loved  but  once ;  I  never 
loved  but  Marguerite.  All  other  afiecticm  is  stillness  and 
ice  compared  with  this.  This  is  the  great  crisis  of  my 
history^  the  gap  between  life  and  deaths  the  gulf  that  cut 
me  off  for  ever  from  every  thing  that  deserves  the  name  of 
human.  Such  was  the  legacy  of  the  stranger  !  my  son  an 
exile^  myself  publicly  arraigned  as  a  murderer^  the  un-* 
merited  and  tragical  death  of  Hector^  the  premature  and 
self-deriTing  loss  of  the  better  half  of  my  soul  J  Who 
Would  have  believed  that  this  envomed  gift  would^  in  less 
than  two  years^  have  thus  dreadfully  (Ranged  the  face  el 
my  affidrs^  and  destroyed  every  thing  that  composed  thtf 
happiness  of  my  life  ? 

After  some  delay  in  this  wretched  and  ill-omened  town  of 

Barcelona  (such  it  has  ever  since  appeared  to  my  Aoughts)> 

we  proceeded  to  Madrid.    TUe  reader  will  give  me  credit, 

irhen  I  tell  him  that,  Aicrncvet  ««^«t  Wa^X^x^Sl^  Mt  td 
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exhtbit  my  magnificence  and  my  weakh,  I  had  no  such 
eagerness  now.  I  speak  no  more  of  the  character  of  Mar-^ 
gaerite;  I  attempt  not  to  compose  her  panegyric.  The 
story  of  her  life  is  the  best  record  of  her  virtues.  Her  de- 
fects^ if  defects  she  had^  drew  their  pedigree  from  rectitude 
of  sentiment  and  percefltion^  from  the  most  generous  sen* 
aiUHty,  from  aheart  pervaded  and  leavened  with  tender, 
ness.  A  simple  stone  in  the  western  aisle  of  the  great 
churdb  at  Barcelona  records  her  personal  and  her  family 
name^  with  this  angle  addition,  the  pbesebveb  of  her 

7AVILY  IN  POVERTY  AND  RUIN,  THE  VICTIM  OF  HER  DIS-* 
OONSOIiATB  AND  '  REPENTANT  HUSBANp's  UNHALLOWED 
WEALTH. 

But,  dismissing  for  ever,  and  henceforth  consigning  to 
unviolated  silence  her  excellencies,  could  I  avoid  feeling 
that  I  could  never  again  fonn  a  similar^  or  indeed  any 
real  union,  so  long  as  I  existed  ?  Being  now  indeed  more 
than  forty  years  of  age,  having  spent  near  twenty  of  that 
forty  in  a  most  enviable  wedlock,  and  being  blessed  with  a 
sufficiently  niunerous  offspring,  it  may  be  thought  perhaps 
I  might  be  contented.  But,  without  discussing  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  maxim  as  it  relates  to  the  species  in 
geiiieral,  it  must  be  recollected  in  my  case  that  my  youth 
was  to  be  recommaiced  by  a  perpetual  series  of  renewals. 
I  never  gave  credit  to  that  axiom  of  a  sickly  sensibility, 
that  it  is  a  sacrilege,  in  him  who  has  been  ei^aged  in  one 
cordial  and  happy  union,  ever  to  turn  his  thoughts  to 
another.  Much  more  reasonable  than  this  is  the  Indian 
doctrine,  that  the  survivor  ought  to  leap  into  the  flames, 
and  perish  upon  the  funeral  pyre  of  the  deceased.  While 
we  live,  it  is  one  of  our  most  imperious  duties  to  seek 
our  happiness.  He  that  dedicates  his  days  to  an  endless 
sorrow  is  the  worst  and  most  degraded  of  suicides.  It  is 
an  important  question  in  the  economy  of  human  life,  up  to 
what  age  we  should  allow  ourselves  to  contract  engage- 
ments to  a  wife  and  a  probable  o£&pring :  but,  separately 
from  this  consideration,  I  should  hold  that  in  many  cases 
he  who  entered  into  a  second  marriage,  by  that  actiqp 
yielded  a  pure  and  honourable  homage  to  the  manes  of  tVv^ 
first.    Bu^  &com  genuine  marriage  1  wa&  liiexuceioT^  i^st 
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ever  debaned..    An  imnMntal  cut  ftrm  no  tmeuid  ml 
attachment  to  die  insect  of  an  ho«r» 

Moinmii^,  a  depressing  and  speechless  n^pret,  'Wm  yet 
the  inmate  of  our  house.  Grief  does  not  oonunonly  lay  a 
strong  and  invincibk  hold  of  us  in  the  nunsiu%  of  oar 
days ;  and^  though  ^e  temper  of  Jidia  was  pcriu^  at  her 
age  die  most  tender  and  sosceptiUe  I  ever  knew,  even  she, 
who  was  now  in  her  seventeenth  year,  reaped  the  benefit 
of  that  elasticity  which  in  early  life  is  die  portion  of 
humanity.  Nothing  material  occurred  to  us  in  the  itst 
three  months  of  our  residence  in  Madrid.  It  was  im- 
possible  for  any  one  to  be  surrounded  with  a  niore  lovely 
and  blooming  family  than  I  was. 

Yet  from  happiness  I  was  immeasurably  distant.  £x- 
dusivdy  of  my  recent  and  in  every  sense  irreparable  loss, 
my  mind  was  full  of  darii  and  gloomy  forebodings.  I 
feared  not  for  myself,  but  I  had  an  unconquerable  alarm 
and  i^iprehenston  for  my  children.  My  youngest  was  bat 
ten  years  of  age ;  the  eldest  was  not  seventeen.  Sweet, 
tender  blossoms,  that  the  cruelty  and  hardness  of  mankind 
might  so  easily  blight,  and  that  required  a  concurrence  of 
favourable  circumstances  to  ripen  into  all  they  were  capable 
of  becoming !  When  I  recollected  what  had  happoied  in 
the  course  of  the  last  two  years,  I  could  not  flatter  mysdf 
that  our  misfortunes  were  at  an  end,  or  that  I  had  not,  to 
^eak  moderatdy,  many  fierce  trials  yet  to  encounter.  I 
seemed,  like  the  £Eur-famed  tree -of  Java,  to  be  destined  to 
shelter  only  to  destroy,  and  to  prove  a  deadly  poison  to 
whatever  sought  its  refuge  under  ray  protecting  brandies. 
In  this  melandioly  frame  of  mind  die  lai^  words  of  my 
adored  Marguerite  passed  and  repassed  ten  thousand  dines 
through  ray  recollection.  ^^  She  had  formed  the  chain  and 
link  of  connection  between  me  and  my  girls ;  perhaps  it 
was  better  that  we  should  burst  our  fetters  and  be  free." 

Whatever  she  had  said  was  sacred  to  die  present  tea^per 
of  my  imagination :  her  last  behest  I  would  have  died  to 
execute.  The  idea  contained  in  the  sentence  I  have  just 
repeated  was  ambiguous  and  obscure,  rather  hinted,  than 
expressed.  But  was  it  worthy  of  the  less  attention,  be- 
cause its  author,  with  her  uoial  gendeness  and^aweetneig. 
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had  modesdy  Miggested  an  adidoe^  instead^  whidi  she  was 
well  entitled  to  have  done,  of  presmhing  a  will  ?  I  deter- 
ndned  to  part  with  my  children^  that  I  might,  no  longer 
be  to^them  a  soiuree  of  corroding  misery  and  i^ffliction.  I 
lielieyed  that  the  cloud  that  now  oj^ressed  me  was  trans- 
itory. I  seemed  pursued  for  the  present  by  a  malignant 
genius;  {mt  a  man^  endowed  as 'I  was  widi  unbounded 
^wseakh  and  immortal  vigour^  cannot  easily  be  reduced  to 
despair*  Wlien  the  tide  of  my  prosperity  should  unfdd 
ita  rich  and  ample  current^  I  might  easily  communicate  of 
its  bomity  to  my  daughters.  If  I  parted  with  th«n  now^ 
J  did  not  lose  them  as  I  had  perhaps  lost  their  brother  for 
ever.  I  could  turn  to  a  particular  poMt^  and  say^  ^'  Thore 
Hes  my  soul!"  I  could  cast  my  eye  upon  a  projection 
4>f  the  globe^  and  put  my  finger  upon  their  residence. 
Wherever  I  wandered^  whether  I  were  plunged  in  a  dun- 
geon or  mounted  a  throne^  my  hearty  like  the  mariner's 
i&eedle^  wxrald  tremble  towards  that  point  as  its  cynosure. 
I  had  still  something  to  loye,  something  to  pant  for^  some- 
^ng  to  dream  about,  Mid  be  happy. 

Having  ruminated  insatiably  upon  d^  last  expressions 
of  Marguerite,  having  formed  my  commentary,  and  fixed 
my  predilection,  I  recollected  a  person,  then  a  young 
woman  upon  my  paternal  estate,  for  whom  my  wife  had 
conceived  a  remarkable  friendship.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  a  peasant,  her  birth  had  been  low,  and  her  education 
confined^  But  she  had  taste,  she  had  discretion,  she  bad 
integrity,  I  think  I  may  add,  she  had  genius.  As  Mar- 
fjuerite  had  discovered  her  merits,  and  distinguished  her 
:from  her  equals^  she  had  been  of  great  use  to  this  extra- 
ordinary rustic  in  unfolding  her  mind,  and  guiding  her 
propensities.  This  was  not  so  much  a  matter  of  deliberate 
and  meditated  purpose  in  la  dame  du  seigneur;  it  rose 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  their  situation.  They  w&re 
iteost  oi  an  age ;  and  Marguerite  frequently  invited  her 
to  be  the  associate  of  her  studies  and  amusements.  Mariana, 
that  was  heii  name,  did  not  perhaps  resemble  my  wife 
e^siderably  in  her  features,  but  her  stature  was  the  same, 
her  compl^on  and  the  colour  of  her  bain  The  similarity 
m  eamagk;and  gesture,  Mariana  bvm:^  xl€^^  \a^  ^b^ 
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opportunity  of  contemidatiiig  the  aceomj^iduneiits  die 
a^nired  in  any  one  but  madame  de  St.  Leon^  was  still 
more  striking.  There  were  points  indeed  in  which  no 
human  creature  could  compare  with  Marguerite^  the  ex-^ 
pressive  and  flexible  tone  ^  her  voice^  and  those  cadences, 
which  sprung  from,  and  communicated  to  cTery  susceptible 
hearer,  the  divinest  sensibility.  One  of  the  unhappy  con* 
sequences  of  our  exile  from  the  Bordelois  was  the  mis* 
fortunes  of  Mariana.  Her  father  had  fallen  to  decay.  To 
relieve  his  distress  she  had  contracted  a  marriage,  not  of 
sentiment  and  predilection,  but  with  a  man  who  had  pro* 
noised  her  that  her  father  dbould  never  come  to  want.  This 
marriage  had  been  unhappy.  The  husband  was  a  prodigal 
tod  a  profligate.  A  period  of  seven  years  however  de. 
livered  her  from  her  Egyptian  bondage.  She  had  but 
lately  become  a  widow ;  and  the  prudence  and  integrity  of 
her  conduct  had  rendered  this  alliance,  which  to  many 
women  would  have  proved  a  rock  of  destruction,  an  ad- 
ditional source  of  honour  and  respect.  Mariana,  at  the 
death  of  her  husband,  had  no  children;  she  had  buried  her 
father ;  she  was  consequently  tntirely  alone. 

It  was  this  woman  I  fixed  upon  as  the  protector  of  my 
daughters.  I  was  better  pleased  with  the  meanness  of  her 
extraction,  than  I  should  have  been  with  one  of  the  high* 
bom  descendants  of  the  houses  of  St.  Leon  or  Damville, 
had  it  been  my  fortune  to  have  had  in  the  female  line  any 
near  relatioi^i^  on  either  dde.  My  daughters  were  no  longer 
children;  they  were  singularly  prudent,  considerate,  and 
unimpeachable  in  their  conduct  and  propensities.  They 
wanted  a  protector  in  the  eye  of  the  worid ;  it  was  desirable 
for  them  that  they  should  have  an  adviser ;  but  I  should 
have  been  grieved  and  mortified  to  give  them  a  dictator. 

I  wrote  to  Mariana  Chabot,  communicating  my  project, 
and  requesting  her  to  give  us  the  meeting  at  St.  Lizier  on 
the  frontiers  of  France.  She  was  delighted  with  the  office 
I  tendered  to  her  acceptance,  and  readily  consented  to  every 
thing  I  required.  I  conducted  my  daughters  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous  wiUiout  imparting  to  them  the  design  by 
which  I  was  actuated ;  I  believed  that  ^ey  would  of  their 
own  motion  concdye  &  pax^ai^x^  iox  ^<&  ^fys&il  q€  their 
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mo^er.  I  was  not  deceiyed  in  my  prognostic ;  the  meeting' 
wl»  8n  interesting  one.  The  eyes  of  Mariana  oyerflowed 
at  meetings  after  so  long  an  interval^  the  husband  and  pro-* 
geny  of  the  dearest  and  most  revered  ^end  she  had  ever 
known;  the  mourning  we  wore  reminded  her  how  lately 
her  incomparable  patroness  had  been  committed  to  the 
graven  My  girls  were  struck  with  the  resemblance  of 
Mariana  to  their  mother.  Accident  had  prevented  us  from 
cidtivating  almost  any  intimate  connections  out  of  our  own 
fitmily  from  the  period  of  our  exile ;  my  girls  had  therefore 
never  met  with  a  person  who  approached  in  any  d^ree  so 
near  their  mother  in  accomplishments^  in  skilly  in  turn  of 
thinking  and  opinion.  Mariana  came  up  to  my  warmest 
liopes  as  a  protector  and  companion  for  my  children ;  her 
unhappy  marriage^  by  concentrating  her  thoughts  and  ex. 
pectations  in  herself,  had  perhaps  rendered  her  more  exem« 
plary  in  carriage^  and  more  elevated  in  sentiment^  t^an  she 
would  ever  have  been  without  it. 

At  St.  Lizier  I  passed  myself  for  monrieur  Valmier^  the 
guardian  of  the  orphan  heiresses  of  St.  Leon.  It  for-^ 
tunately  happened  that  my  paternal  estate  was  at  this  time 
upon  sale.  I  determined  to  become  ^e  purchaser^  and  to 
settle  my  girls  in  the  scene  of  their  nativity.  I  procured 
an  agent^  and  dei^atched  him  with  an  ample  commission 
for  that  purpose.  Having  adjusted  this  pointy  I  resolved  to 
make  a  tour  with  my  daughters^  through  Languedoc^  Dau- 
phin^^  and  the  provinces  usually  known  by  the  denomination 
of  the  south  of  France.  I  wished  to  familiarise  them  to 
the  society  of  madame  Chabot^  and  to  assist  them  in  dis« 
ceming  her  merits  under  a  variety  of  points  of  view.  I 
asked  them  whether  they  would  not  be  delighted  to  obtain 
her  as  a  companion^  who  might  assist  and  conduct  them  in 
such  points  as  only  a  woman  of  understanding  and  expe- 
rience is  competent  to.  They^  every  one  of  them^  listened 
to  the  idea  with  pleasure.  ^ 

At  length  I  received  the  information  that  the  purchase  of 
St.  Leon  was  completed^  and  I  proceeded  to  the  critical  dis- 
closure that  my  daughters  were  on  the  point  of  being 
Separated  from  their  father.  They  listened  to  the  CAic&.<^ 
mm^catioB  with  astonishment  and  teiiOT.  T\i«^  V'^i^  ^\!iXfiSL^ 


300  TBAYELS   OF   ST.  LEON. 

■occesaiydy  into  the  feetings  of  thdr  deceased  mother^«»i 
I  am  well  persuaded  felt  a  less  ardent  attachment  to  o^ 
person  than  diey  had  done  at  the  cotti^e  of  the  hdie  d 
Constance.  But,  culpaUe  and  orimmal  as  I  had  heai)  { 
was  not  destitute  of  every  virtue>  and  they  could  not  eat* 
tinguish  in  themsdves  the  respect  they  had  so  long  eata^i 
tained  for  me.  Hahit  has  a  resi^ess  empire  over  t^ 
human  mind;  and,  when  we  reflect  with  how  much  le* 
luctanoe  we  consent  to  the  removal  of  a  tree  or  a  hedge,  m 
the  sight  of  which  we  have  been  accustomed,  it  will  oothd 
wondered  at  that  my  daughters  could  not  calmly  think  of  tt 
complete  a  separation  from  their  father.  The  impresaeir 
of  iheir  mother's  death  was  yet  green,  and  to  lose  me,  wa$ 
to  become  orphans  a  second  time.  But  I  had  fully  hmh 
ditated  my  plan,  and  was  peremptory.  That  I  might 
withhold  from  them  no  advantage  it  was  in  my  power  to 
confer,  I  gave  them  Bemardin  for  their  superintending 
bailiff  and  steward  of  their  property.  Our  parting*  was  not 
less  painfull  and  melandioly>  than  its  occasion  was  extra- 
ordinary and  its  mode  uncommon.  It  took  place  at  the 
town  of  Montauban. 

I  saw  my  dear  children  set  forward  on  their  journey,  and 
I  knew  not  that  I  should  ever  behold  them  more.  I  wis 
determined  never  again  to  see  them  to  thdr  ii^ury  ;  and  I 
could  not  take  to  myself  the  consolation, — on  such  a  day, 
in  such  a  month,  or  even  after  such  a  lapse  of  years,  I  will 
again  have  the  joy  to  embrace  them.  In  a  little  while 
they  were  out  of  sight,  and  I  was  alone.  The  reader  will 
perhaps  agree  with  me,  that  no  man  had  more  exquisitely 
enjoyed  the  dearest  ties  of  society  than  I  had,  and  that 
perhaps  few  men  were  ever  better  formed  to  enjoy  them* 
This  complete  and  dreadful  separation,  this  stroke  that 
seemed  to  cut  me  off  abruptly  from  every  thing  most 
valuable  that  the  earth  contains,  was  not  the  result  of  any 
of  the  ordinary  necessities  of  human  life.  Still  less  was  it 
the  dictate  of  alienation  or  indifference.  No;  it  was  the 
pure  effect  of  love,  of  a  love  so  strong,  complete  and  un- 
conti-ollable,  as  inflexibly  to  refuse  every  thing  that  could  be 
jj^urious  to  its  objects.  I  own  I  could  not  thus  have 
parted  with  Mai^erite.    Het  v^«i  ^«i  Tssm^fi!^^^  dw 
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^t«l. Springs  of  my  existence;  and  scarcdy  any  power  less 
seristless  tluui  death'  could  hate  made  me  consent  to  pass 
nn  entire  day  without  her  society.  But  then  it  is  to  be 
<ioiisidered^  that  my  daughters  were  in  thelfnoming  of  life ; 
^eir  hopes  were  imtamished^  their  prospects  not  obscured 
by  a  single  dimd ;  and  that  ^e  crime  would  probably  hare 
been  greater,  obstinatdy  to  have  made  them  l^e  partners  of 
Ttnf  misfortunes  and  disgrace.  There  are  persons  who  will 
tegax4  tins  passage  in  my  history  as  culpable^  and  the  tes- 
timony of  a  cold  and  unsusceptible  heart.  I  contemplate 
ity  eren  at  ^s  distance  of  time^  as  the  noUest  and  most 
virtuous  effort  of  my  life  ;  and  a  thousand  drcumstances 
have  occurred  sinee^  to  induce  me  to  congratulate  mysdf 
that  I  had  the  courage  to  achieve  my  purpose. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


Njxbtben  years  had  now  elapsed  from  the  day  that  had 
witnessed  my  union  with  Marguerite  de  Damville.  In  all 
that  time  1  had  never  been  alone.  Alone  in  a  certain  sense 
indeed  I  had  stood  at  Paris  in  the  period  that  had  led  to 
my  exile^  and  at  Soleure  in  that  which  immediately  suc« 
ceeded  it.  In  each  case  I  was  solitary^  and  my  solitude 
was  unhappy.  But  my  unhappiness  was  then  in  a  certain 
sense  spontaneous ;  my  solitude  was  a  luxury  in  which  I 
fek  mysdf  impelled  to  indulge.  He  that  has  experienced 
both^  will  readily  acknowledge  the  extreme  difference  be- 
tween the  misery  we  embrace  and  the  misery  from  which 
we  shrink  with  abhorrence  and  loathing.  I  relinquished 
in  die  former  instances  my  dearest  connections^  my  proper 
post  and  situation ;  but  I  felt  that  I  could  return  to  the 
one  and  resume  the  other  at  pleasure.  I  repeat  it  therefore^ 
Then  I  had  not  been  alone^  and  now  I  was  alone.  The 
same  motive^  which  in  this  instance  made  me  cut  myself  off 
from  my  daughtefs  that  I  might  not  be  the  cause  of  their 
misery^  forbad  me  to  be  the  parent  of  a  future  offspring 
upon  whom  I  might  entail  similar  misfortune.     Tell  me 


Ibea,  WW  I  nol  aloae?  IieeaDected  Ae  wnds  ^i  Ae 
•tnmgery  wnmg  from  lum  bylbecxeeKof  hiBmiaay&tllie 
fDrnmer-hoase  of  ^  kke,  ''  Alone — done ! — ftimdlwB 
— fneodkml"  I  begm  to  pcnrtimte  Ae  cnigBia  of  his 
Instoiy.  • 

I  fixed  my  dm^len  with  en  tmple  leyemie  in  iIm 
dUUem  of  sit.  Leon;  I  le-piiEdiawd  £at  ibeaa.  aH  mj 
petemel  propertj«     I  waited  aome  time  at  Montanhan  to 
hear  of  ^  CTent  of  my  prqject,  and  their  final  aettiemfiot 
I  learned  with  pleasure  ihat  they  fimnd  dieir   shnatidn 
peacefol,  easy^  and  repntahle  ;  I  enjamed  them  thai  tbtty 
ahonld  apeak  and  think  of  me  as  dead.    I  led  diem  to  sup- 
poae,  yffhok  I  left  Montanban,  tiiat  I  ahoidd  aet  out  apon 
an  extensiTe  tour,  that  I  shoidd  IzaTcne  the  indm  and  ^ 
Ganges^  and  penetrate  into  the  furthest  extremities  of  the 
East.     How  uncommon^  how  pitiaUe  a  fate !   I  became 
preroatordy  dead  to  my  country  and  my  raoe^  because  I 
was  destined  never  to  die !  The  first  sensation  I  derired 
firom  their  prosperity,  as  I  have  already  said,  was  pleasure: 
my  second  was  that  which  die  devil  might  have  feh,  when 
he  entered  paradise  for  the  seduction  of  our  first  parmts.    ] 
I  contemplated  with  some  degree  of  malignant  envy  a  hi^ 
piness  of  which  it  was  little  probaUe  I  should  ever  partake. 
Let  me  not  be  censured  for  this :  let  any  mask  put  himself 
in  my  situation,  and  say,  whether  the  pleasure  he  feels  at 
contemplating  the  separated  happiness  o£  those  he  loves  be 
not  a  mingled  sensation  ?  With  heavy  heart  I  sought  again 
the  road  of  Madrid. 

Though  my  spirits  underwent  an  extreme  depression,  I 
determined  not  to  desert  myself  or  the  advanti^^  I  had 
purchased  at  so  inestimable  a  price.  I  exerted  mysdf  to 
shake  ofi^my  lethargy,  and  rouse  the  faculties  of  my  seal. 
I  refused  to  give  way  to  omens  of  evil  portoit,  and  resdived 
to  see  what  might  yet  be  made  of  my  endowments.  There  j 
is  no  misfortune  that  has  not  in  it  some  slight  mixture  of 
good.  My  being  now  alone,  and  detadied  from  every  rela- 
tive tie,  left  me  at  liberty  to  pursue  nay  projects  with  a 
bolder  enterprise.  The  mistake  of  which  I  accused  mysdf 
in  the  former  instance,  was  the  entering  too  precipitatdy 
into  the  exercise  of  the  gifts  of  the  stranger,  before  I  had 
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properly  measured  my  strength^  and  investigated  the  use 
and  appUcation  of  my  tool^.  I  had  su&red  sufficiently 
from  the  past  uncertainty  and  irresoluteness  of  my  march. 
I  determined^  as  far  as  human  precaution  could  secure  its 
mds^  to  encounter  no  more  misfortunes^  to  suhject  myself  to 
no  fbrther  miscarriages^  but  to  take  care  that  henceforth  the 
fSde  of  my  pursuits  diould  move  smoothly  onward.  I  de- 
dicated the  ^x  months4mmedlately  succeeding  my  separation 
from  my  daughters^  to  the  joint  contemplation  of  morids 
and  natural  philosophy.  I  was  resolved  to  ascertain  the 
simplest  mode  of  manufacturing  wealthy  the  wisest  methods 
for  lulling  the  suspicions  and  controlling  the  passiohs  of 
mankind^  and  the  true  science  of  the  use  of  riches.  Alas  1 
I  had  in  the  sequel  frequent  occasions  to  confess^  that^ 
though  I  had  fortuitously  entered  into  possession  of  the 
leading  secrets  of  natural' magic^  I  was  a  mere  tyro  in  the 
science  of  man^  at  least  in  the  degree  in  which  the  exercise 
t>f  these  secrets  required  ^e  possession  of  it. 

Nothing  material  occurred  to  interrupt  the  occupations  of 
the  winter.  My  apathy — intellectual  activity^  palsy  of 
the  hearty — went  evenly  forward.  I  made  no  acquaint- 
tance ;  I  was  a  mere  spectator  of  the  busy  scenes  that  passed 
around  me.  I  was  resolved  not  to  entangle  myself  with 
rashly  formed  connections ;  and  it  will  commonly  be  founds 
that  he^  whose  contemplations  are  principally  employed  upon 
some  secret  and  guarded  hoard  of  reflection,  has  little  pro- 
pensity to  communicate  upon  idle  and  hidifferent  matters. 

A  slight  incident  indeed  disturbed  me  for  a  few  days 
during  this  interval ;  but  It  passed  away,  and  for  the  pre- 
sent I  thought  of  it  no  more.  During  the  festival  of  Christ- 
mas it  happened  that  I  felt  an  inclination  to  be  the  spectator 
of  a  celebrated  bull-fight,  that  was  exhibited  before  the  em- 
peror and  his  court.  For  the  most  part  I  was  studious  of 
privacy ;  I  therefore  felt  the  less  scruple  in  indulging  this 
unusual  caprice.  At  the  commencement  of  the  spectacle, 
I  was  attentive  only  to  the  exhibition.  I  was  delighted 
with  the  form  and  beauty  of  the  animals,  with  the  freedom 
and  grandeur  of  their  motion,  with  the  terrible  energy  of 
their  assault  and  repulse.  It  was  not  long,  W^^^^t  ^X^^Iqt^ 
my  eye  was  traadenily  caught  by  an  m^'vidnsiV)  ^Vo  %»x.\a^ 
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ft  gaflery  mt  no  great  distance^  and  wImt  seemed  to  ww  vH 
attentively.  His  figure  bespoke  some  degree  «f  reAnemeiif f 
but  Ms  eye  was  fiery^  malicious^  and  savage.  Preseb^ 
however  I  turned  again  towards  d^  area^  and  tboiigbt'^tt 
him  no  more.  Some  time  after  by  mere  accident  I  iooM 
towards  the  same  gallery^  and  observed  this  man  still  k  tit 
attitude  to  examine  me.  It  seemed  as  if  lie  bad  not  r^ 
moved  lus  eyea  from  me  during  th#whoIe  intervaL  1M 
was  repeated  three  or  four  times.  Without  knowing  wky^ 
I  became  anxious  and  uneasy.  I  hfad  a  oonAised  fedidg 
that  I  had  seen  the  man  before^  but  whether  in  Frane^ 
Swi^erland^  or  Italy^  I  could  not  tell.  I  expetieneed  ihA 
.sort  of  disagreeable  sensation  firom  looking  at  hia^faoe^  wbiilk 
arises  in  the  mind  from  an  association  of  the  object  preseB^ 
with  some  mischief  or  suffering  that  was  ^Mmtemponuf 
with  its  being  perceived  in  a  preceding  instance.  I  amiioir 
persuaded  that  this  man  was  one  of  the  multitude  to  Whom 
I  had  addressed  mysdf  from  the  bench  on  the  Mil  a  dMit 
time  before  my  flight  from  Pisa^  and  that  he  wasamdnff. 
the  most  eager  to  interrupt  and  molest  me.  But  he  wil 
apparently  a  Spaniard  by  birth^  and  I  covM  not  at^  tblB 
time  develope  the  mystery  that  hung  about  his  featuNii 
Finding  ^at  I  could  neither  rid  myself  of  his  eaiio/M  noA^ 
watchful  observation^  nor  of  the  disturbance  it  gave  me^  I 
withdrew  from  the  gallery  where  I  ha4  hitherto  been  sittiii^ 
and  removed  to  another  gallery  on  the  opposite  side  of  ibd 
area.  About  half  an  hour  after^  looking  aooide»lal)y  toUti^ 
I  saw  this  very  man  at  my  elbow.  I  then  accosted  hitA 
with  the  enquiry,  *^  Do  you  know  me,  mr?'*  to  whidiiii^ 
immediately  returned,  with  a  pure  Castilian  aeoent>' ^  iJVl^^ 
se%^  !"  He  then  b^an  to  be  more  reserved  in  his  attdtttiM^ 
to  me,  widiout  however  entirely  withdrawing  it.  '^ 

As  soon  as  the  ent^tainment  was  over,  I  went  a^^yvatttf 
i^w  no  more  of  my  Spaniard.  I  began  to  tax  myself  wltb 
pusillanimity  in  suffering  so  insignificant  an  inddiilll4a 
disturb  me.  A  few  days  after  however  I  suddenly  lighted 
iq>on  him  in  the  street.  He  was  talking  to  three  oi^  fiin^ 
of  his  countrymen,  and  in  the  progress  of  his  discoid 
fitquendj  pointed  to  me.     I  could  now  perceive-  someti^^ 


\  I 
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fiNl  imnakie  I  fidt  wa%  &ai  I  wmiki  bo  longer  svAv  the 
Hfiqwittiiait  and  anxk^y  tbe  sighi  of  tiib  prodoeediD  inc^ 
bill  would  go  up  to  hiiD^  and  foMe  ban  to  «s  »pl8iiAtni|f. 
l.boUoYed  kowerer  that,^  in  tbo  temper  lio  iudicatod,  tbit 
dvvid  n^  be  dove  widiout  inyolving  myaelf  in  a  quarrd ; 
^^  i  tboug^t  it  wiser  ia  endMTOur  to  oeaquer  in  ailenee 
an.  uArea8((mable  Beasatiom  I  therefMe  paaoed  on ;  be  im« 
iiMfttfttel)^  bioke  fran  biaeoiDpaBy^  aid  attcnpted  to  fd&om 
met  Tbia  I  determiiied  not  to  eBdore.  I  laid  my  hand 
on  Mj  ilrord  wi4^  a  peremptory  look,  and  wared  te  bim  to 
deaial*  Hia  cowttenance  then  assumed  an  air  of  dnboUoil 
vu^igfdJtj,  he  riiook  bis  head  fmioady,  and  turned  down 
aswtfier  atpcet.  A  etnui|;e  sort  of  animoaity  tbk,  between 
twto  persons  utter  strangers  to  each  otbery  and  wfaieb  biad 
as-  yet  not  denned  i»  express  itaelf  by  a  word  I  But  such 
la  die  worid  I  We  bade  we  know  not  why.  We  are  ready 
to-ent  eaeh  odier  a-llnoats,  becaase  we  do  not  Mke  the  turn 
of  a  feature^  or  the  adjustment  of  a  sword-kaot.*  Pr^udie^ 
party,  differenee  of  countries,  (Ufiefeuoe  of  religions,  and  a 
tboMnand  wild  ebimeras  of  fioteticisBs  or  superstition,  aw 
eontinnaily  arming  us  against  a  man,  of  whose  virtues  and 
qaaliliici  we  are  ignomnt,  and  into  n^ose  bentofvotent  orevii 
i&ttntiona  we  disdain  to  enquire. 

I  saw  this  Spaniard  but  once  more,  it  was  as  I  was  (m 
the  pejnt  of  entering  the  bouse>  a  part  of  ^diicfa  I  occupied. 
I  was  partkulariy  mortified  at  this  circttmstanoe.  It  was 
plain  the  man  entertained,  for  whatever  reason^  a  deteiu 
mined  anhnosity  agaknt  me ;  and  I  was  grieved  to  fumisb 
faun  with  that  advantage  te  if^juring  me,  which*  consisted 
IB  being  aioquainted  witb  the  place  of  my  reddenee.  I 
would  have  turned  away  and  gone  down  the  street ;  but  I 
bad  too  fuHy  marked 'my  design  of  entering  the  house, 
before  I  reoccnoitered'  my  enemy.  The  ^qpleaanre  I  felt 
was  so  unaccountably  great,  that  it  waa  with  diffieuity  my 
oounge  got  the  better  of  it ;  and  I  determined  not  to  change 
Ibe  place  of  my  abode.  In  a- short  time-  however,  aa  I  hm 
abeady  said,  I  thought  of  this  inddant  no  more.  That  it 
sboikld  have  disturbed  and  unhinged  me,  in  the  d^;ree  that 
it  bad  done,.  ev«n  for  a  moment,'  was  a  thing  I  could  not 
antount  te.    Had  the  cdunitica  in  wbieb  the  l^My  4i 


S06  TiiAVEU  OF  sr.idoir. 

the  ftranger  involyed  me,  coa^ffiited  me  ia  sa  ehort  a  dm^ 
from  a  knight  and  a  soldier^  into  a  character  of  that  morbid 
timidity,  as  to  tremhle  at  every,  shadow  ?  Or>  is  there  ill 
tome  human  countenances  a  fascination^  a  sort  o£  myaterioai 
sympathy  and  presentiment,  that  makes  us  cower  and  qmdl 
whenever  we  meet  their  eyebeams  ? 

Several  weeks  now  pas»ed  away,  and  I  had  nearly  fo^• 
gotten  all  the  circumstances  of  this  seemingly  foolish  8tory> 
when,  in  a  little  excursion  I  chanced  to  make  from  Madrid 
to  a  place  about  twelve  miles  distant,  I  was  overtaken  upon 
lihe  road  by  a  cavalier  of  respectable  appearance,  who  pre* 
aently  took  occasion  to  enter  into  conversation  with  me.  He 
explained  to  me  several  of  the  objects  that  presented  thenM 
selves  on  either  side,  told  the  names  of  the  different  nobilitjf 
and  grandees  who  occupied  the  villas  we  saw,  and  sometimefe 
entered  into  the  particidars  of  their  history.  I  at  first  gave 
little  encouragement  to  this  communicative  traveller;  but 
there  was  something  so  polite  in  his  manner,  and  intelligenl 
in  his  discourse,  that  I  could  not  prevail  upon  myselif  to 
treat  him  with  rudeness  or  disrespect.  After  having  talked 
for  some  time  upon  indifiQ^ent  topics,  he  led  to  the  geneni 
state  of  literature  in  Europe.  Few  aubjects  could  .a{^Mr 
less  dangerous  than  this,  as  there  were  few  upon  wl^dr  J 
felt  myself  better  qualified  to  converse.  By  degrees  I  threw 
off  some  of  my  original  reserve,  and  I  found  my  companioD 
well  informed  and  ingenious,  livdy  in  hit  manner,  and 
pertinent  in  his  remarks. 

By  this  time  the  unknown,  having  discovered  that  I  had 
only  come  from  Madrid  for  a  day's  relaxation,  invited  hiifr* 
self  to  dine  with  me  at  my  inn.  I  departed  from  my 
established  system  of  conduct  on  diis  occasion,  and  admitted 
his  overture.  After  dinner  he  gave  me  some  accooBtof 
himself  and  his  family,  and  seemed  to  expect  from  me  # 
similar  explidtness.  I  was  less  pleased  with  him  in  this 
particular,  than  I  had  been  with  his  frank  and  imdesigning 
conversation  on  the  road.  Strictly  speaking  however  the 
expectation  implied  was  only  a  breach  of  polit^iess ;.  I  had 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  foresaw  it  to  be  partieulaiiy 
a^naive?  to  me.  Observing  my  backwardness,  he  imxBe^ 
4iBtely  changed  tlie  subject,    '^lej^^xv^-^  W\«WL«cked,  that 
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1^  my  pfaysM^nomy  txkA  aecent  be  perceived  I  was  a 
Froschman,  and  adced  me  if  I  had  known  Coroelhta 
Agrip^a^  who  died  about  twdre  years  before  at  Grenoble.  I 
answered  in  the  negative.  The  unknown  then  entered 
into  a  warm  eolc^um  of  the  talents  of  Agrippa^  inveighed 
against  the  iUiberal  treatment  he  had  experienced  in  con«- 
sequence  of  his  supposed  proficiency  in  magic^  and  spoke 
with  great  asperity  of  the  priests  and  inqmsitors  who  had 
be^i  his  persecutors.  I  became  attentive,  watchful,  and 
tiispickyus.  He  went  on  to  expatiate  upon  the  praises  of 
tibe  art  magic,  which  nothing,  he  said,  but  the  jealousy  of 
ehtirchmen  had  brought  into  disrepute;  affirmed  that  it 
had  been  treated  with  respect,  and  counted  illustrious,  by 
the  ancients,  in  the  instance  of  Pythagoras,  Apollonius 
Tyaneus,  and  others;  and  expressed  a  great  desire  to  become 
a  student  of  the  art  himself.  This  kind  of  discourse  made 
me  repent  that  I  had  been  drawn  in  so  far  as  to  sit  down 
with  this  unknown,  and  admit  him  as  my  companion  of 
the  day.  During  the  whole  time  be  was  the  principid 
qieaker.  Somjetimes  he  paused,  with  a  seeming  desire  to 
liear  my  sentiments.  But  I  had  now  formed  my  resolutibn^ 
and  gave  him  no  encouragement.  Presently  after  I  called 
for  my  horse.  I  should  have  observed,  that  his  servant 
who  fdlowed  him  engaged  in  conversation  with  mine,  at 
the  same  time  that  the  dialogue  began  between  their  masters: 
Seeing  me  about  to  depart,  the  unknown  motioned  as  if  to 
accompany  me.     Upon  this  I  became  serious. 

^'  Senor  caballero"  said  I,  "  I  have  now  had  the  plea- 
sore  of  your  company  to  dinner:  I  am  going  home,  and 
have  the  honour  to  bid  you  farewell.  It  is  neither  my  dis- 
position, nor  the  habit  of  the  grave  and  dignified  nation 
among  whom  I  at  present  reside,  to  form  permanent  ac- 
quaintances upon  casual  rencounters :  you  will  not  there- 
^re  think  I  violate  the  hospitality  for  whidi  I  am  indebted 
to  them,  if  I  intimate  to  you  my  desire  to  return  alone." 

All  this  I  said  with  the  grave  and  formal  tone  becoming 
a  Spaniard,  and  the  unknown  had  nothing  to  r^ly.  It  was 
evident  however  that  my  dryness  chagrined  him ;  and  he 
even  muttered  words  of  resentment  between  his  teeth«  1 
cotdd  observe  now  a  degree  of  hostility;  an^  i\«N  SxlVl^ 
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aoA  ofaligiiigiiets  of  hn  precediBg  demoinoiiff.  I  took  Ji^ 
WnAce  howcTor  of  theae  eii?citmitanficii>  a«d  nide  awof.-  i 
teve  lince  ^Md  ottfic&snt  leaoonB  to  eenNrmec  me  thotilkMie 
two  peraonBy  whose  atorj,  iMit  far  thai  cjLplonatkMi,  maj  oy» 
pow  to  tlie  reote  oxcoedkigly  fviroloiiSy  were  die  one  « 
iliformar,  and  ike  o<ber  a  ^py  of  the  holy  inq uisitioii..  Tht 
WMi  who  had  seen  me  at  Fb»  had  his  iiaagim^aon  tmriM 
aad  his  soperatitioii  set  in  anna  by  all  that  he  had  heaidof 
aie  in  that  place ;  and  thought  he  eould  not  perfonn  a>nMM 
laeiiterious  work,  than  by  givii^  intdhgenoe  to  dbe  hAfOB 
what  sort  of  person  had  4aken  vefiige  in  ^e  MtiUiipilii 
of  this  most  Catholic  kin^doBu  it  w|»  widi  ^is  ^ew  ht 
had  Watched  ine»  aad  at  kngth,  by  an  accident  he  deBBBoi 
peeoUarly  forlniMile,  lodged  me  in  my  proper  habetadoft 
Panng  gi^cn  in  bis  dennnciadan^  my  travdUag  eompaaioa 
was  next  fastened  on  me  by  die  contrivance  and  seal  of  dv 
fiithors  inqnisitors.  He  was  a  familiar  ei  the  holy  office; 
a«d  it  is  wdl  Imown  diat  persons  of  the  fiureot  proipesli 
aad  moat  potiteeducation  in  Spssn  are  led  by  their  rdi^ov 
Impressions  to  place  a  piide  in  performing  menial  and  evm 
perfidious  o^oea  in  die  service  of  die  inquisition.  The 
kind  o£  dishonour  1  put  upon  him  in  partings  though  of  a 
nature  he  oould  not  openly  resent,  I  fear  conspired  with  bb 
aeal  for  Gods  and  the  church's  hanonr,  to  induce  him  to 
relate  a  story  concerning  me^  more  modeUed  by  the  bitter- 
ness of  his  personal  feriings^  than  distinguished  by  a  r^aid 
to  trudi. 

Sudi  was  the  snare^  woven  and  drawing  cloee  round  ne 
on  all  sides  for  my  destruction.  I  was  made  uneasy  by 
die  rencounter  of  the  traveller^  but  by  no  means  aware  of 
die  whole  extent  of  die  misdiief  that  impended  over  me. 
When  I  came  to  retrace^  point  by  pointy  die  discourse  he 
had  hdd^  I  could  not  conceive  that  the  turn  it  had  taken 
originated  in  accident.  I  perceived^  widi  no  Etde  grief  d 
heart  and  oonoem,  diat  I  was  known.  It  was  however 
necessary  diat  I  should  reflect  maturely  upon  the  ooadnct 
to  be  pursued  by  me.  I  ought  not  gratuitoudy  to  expats 
myself  to  danger.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand^  it  is  t 
poink  of  general  wkdom,  ttnidi  waa^gax^cQ&aii7}^sDleasE!&^ 


my  «straordiii«i7  dituTnstances^  not  to  rafi^  vigilance  tb 
^l^emrate  into  resiien  ansdety.  It  trotdd  be  easy  for  me, 
if  I  were  not  striedy  on  my  gnard^  conlinually  to  find  food 
f^  «u»p!eion^  andi  to  surround  myself  with  imaginary  plota 
and  dangers.  This  was  a  vice  that  f  was  wUHng  enough 
to  pity  in  o^ra ;  bat  there  was  no  character  diat  I  more 
edidially  disdained  for  myself.  jTfaere  was  none  more 
pointedly  in  opposition  to  lliat  gallant^  generous^  confiding; 
i^itit^  which  had  disdngoished  those  military  heroes  of  my 
BRtrre  soil^  who  had  been  l3ie  exchisive  object  of  my  earliest 
s^famirttion^  and  whom^  in  my  present  d^ected  and  de- 
serted tttaation^  I  still  desired  to  resemble.  'IFhen  I  came 
to  reflect^  I  easily  perceived  that  ^s  vice  was  particulaity 
aUied  to  a  life  of  solitude ;  and  that  he  who  is  cut  off  from 
llie  genuine  and  happy  connections  of  husband^  father^  andi 
ftiend,  is  of  all  men  most  liable^  in  ^eir  absence^  to  conjure 
Hp  Ibr  himself  the  unnatural  intercourses  and  reciprocations 
of  fibstMty.  It  was  dios  that*  I  artificially  reconciled  my. 
iMtf  to  my  ^tnation^  and  obstinately  closed  my  eyes  upon 
tiioee  equivocal  demonstrations  of  danger  which  from  time 
to  'time  were  presented  to  my  view. 
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Such  was  the  state  of  my  mind^  when  it  happened^  one 
gjppmy  evening  in  the  latter  end  of  March>  that  my  valet 
announced  to  me  three  gentlemen  who  were  come  to  visit 
me.  It  was  strange :  I  had  no  visitors ;  I  indulged  no 
-  relaxation  but  that  of  the  street,  and  of  public  places.  Do 
you  know  who  they  are?  said  I.  I  accidentally  looked 
up^  and  saw  paleness  and  terror  written  in  his  countenance* 
He  had  not  however  time  to  reply,  before  they  burst  into 
the  room.  They  were  alguazils  of  the  inqui^sition.  They 
told,  me  their  errand  was  to  conduct  me  to  the  holy  office. 

I  submitted,  and  accompanied  them.  It  was  already 
dark.  They  put  me  into  a  litter  with  the  curtains  drawn, 
and  then  arrange^  themselves  in  silence^  one  on  each  sid^. 
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while  one  brought  up  the  Tetr.  I  was  taken  by 
aothing  could  be  further  from  my  expectation  ttuun  andi  aai 
event.  Am  we  paaied  along,  I  ruminated  with  myaaif  oa 
the  line  of  conduct  it  waa  incumbent  on  me  to  puraoe.  To 
make  an  immediate  experiment  of  the  fidelity  of  my  guida 
waa  a  doubtful  attempt.  If^  for  want  of  time  and  the  oppov* 
tnnity  of  a  tranquil  hearing,  I  miacanied  with  them,  dK 
trial  would  be  converted  into  evidence  againat  me.  If  I 
aucoeeded,  I  had  then  to  escape  out  of  Spain,  in  the  oentis 
of  which  I  now  waa,  from  the  hostility  of  a  trihonal,  which 
waa  aaid  to  surpass  all  the  tribunals  on  the  face  of  the  eardi 
in  activity  and  vigilance.  I  knew  of  nothing  that  the 
lathers  of  the  inquisition  could  have  againat  me.  I  had 
lived  in  the  most  entire  seclusion ;  and  I  oould  dcf^ 
any  one  to  report  a  single  action  of  mine,  since  i  had  en- 
teied  Spain,  to  my  prejudice.  I  had  been  wholly  occupied 
with  melancholy  reflections  on  the  past,  and  solitary  inven* 
tions  and  devices  whidi  I  purposed  to  bring  forward  £Dr  the 
future.  I  determined  not  to  live  for  ever  the  slave  of  fear. 
I  believed  that  the  best  method  for  defeating  a  danger,  in 
many  cases^  was  undauntedly  to  encounter  it ;  and  I  did 
not  imagine  that  I  could  have  a  more  favourable  apporti^ 
aity  for  that  purpose  than  the  present.  I  had  heard  much 
indeed  of  the  terrors  of  the  inquisition  ;  but  a  genenma  and 
liberal  spirit  lends  no  very  attentive  ear  to  horrors,  the  trite 
and  vulgar  rumour  of  which  only  has  reached  him.  I  dis« 
dained  to  be  blown  down  with  a  breath.  I  believed  that 
the  inquisition  itself  would  not  venture  to  proceed  crimi- 
nally  against  a  man  against  whom  nothing  criminal  hsd 
been  alleged.  In  every  event,  I  believed  it  would  never  he 
too  late  to  have  recourse  to  my  peculiar  prerogatives. 

Upon  entering  the  prison  of  the  inquisition  I  vras  first 
conducted  to  a  solitary  cell.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  treat 
of  those  particulars  of  the  holy  office  which  are  already 
to  be  found  in  innumerable  publications.  I  have  no  plea^ 
aure  in  reviving  the  imi^es  of  this  sojourn  of  horrors.  I 
know  it  is  unreasonable  to  despise  a  man  for  the  miseries 
and  wretchedness  he  has  endured ;  but  I  know  that  such  is 
the  human  heart,  and  I  will  not  expose  mysdf  to  be  fioo£fbd 
at  and  trampled  upon  for  my  misfortunea.    I  found  myself 
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uoder  ike  neoesstyy  while  in  the  inquisitioii^  of  submittiiig 
to>  tbatciDOBt  profl^te  of  all  impositioaB^  an  oath  of  secrecy 
VDto  what  1  had  seen^  and  what  I  had  suffered  ;  and^  what-^ 
ei^er  ma^^be  the  strict  nKn-alitj  of  sudi  an  obligation,  I  wiU 
tH/t  anpbitiousljT  thmst  myself  forward  in  violation  of  it.  I 
-mlL  xestsic^  the  story  I  haye  to  relate  to  the  peculiarly 
ties  thatclmracterised  my  case,  and  enter  as  little  as  possi* 
Ue  into  the  general  policy  of  thils  frontiei:  intrenchment  of 
tbe  Christian  faith. 

When  I  was  brought  up  to  be  interrogated^  I  was  as- 
sailed with  innumerable  questions,  the  obvious  purport  of 
wliidi  was,  as  much  as  possible,  to  extort  from  me  evidence 
of  every  kind  that  might  be  injurious  to  my  cause.  The 
^lar^ect  of  the  inquisition  is  to  defend  our  holy  mother,  the 
diarchy  from  whatever  might  defile  her  sanctity  and  white* 
11686.  £very  thing  that  calls  into  question  the  truth  of  her 
doctrine^  that  pollutes  and  turns  from  their  original  purpose 
any  of  her  ordinances,  or  that  implies  commerce  and  league 
with  the  invisible  enemy  of  saints,  it  is  its  peculiar  province 
to  investigate.  The  fathers  are  therefore  particularly  cau- 
tainia  that  they  may  not,  by  confining  diieir  questions  too 
BMtch  to  a  single  object,  preclude  themselves  from  the  chance 
of  discovering  danger  under  all  the  forms  it  may  assume. 
it)  is  ^^esumed  that  he  who  is  a  corrupt  member  of  the 
diurch  of  Christ  in  one  point  is  unsound  axid  unfaithful  in 
others. 

The  inquisitor  who  examined  me,  first  demanded, 
whether  I  were  informed  for  what  cause  I  was  brought 
before  that  tribunal?  Whether  I  did  not  find  myself  able 
to  conjecture  the  nature  of  my  offence  ?  Whether  I  did  not 
know  the  sort  of  crimes  for  which  men  were  detained  in 
tiut  prison  ?  He  then  desired  me  to  recollect  myself,  and 
oonrider,  whether  I  were  not  conscious  of  offence  against 
^e  holy  Catholic  church  }  Whether  i  had  never  asserted 
or  maintained  any  doctrines  contrary  to  what  mother 
diurch  asserts  and  maintains?  Wlie^er  I  had  never,  to 
v^  knowledge,  defiled  any  of  the  ordinances  of  6od>  or 
iq^lied  things  sacred  to  unholy  and  profiine  purposes? 
Whether'  I  had  never  invocated  the  devil?  Whether  I 
had' never  held  any  eommace,  or  entiexedL' mto  «K^\<^«IS^i 
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or  fought  to  perform,  pratematonl  and  aMtumlai  iMta  bf 
uaholy  means?  Whether  I  had  neier  vaoLad,  or  aoaigbt  ta 
Tfx^  thoae  agaioal  whom Ihad  earaily, bj  aeeset  and fiirW- 
den  arta  ?  Whether  I  had  never  midad  m  eoontiiea  the 
inhahitonta  of  which  were  heretica,  and  whether  I  had  new 
liateoed- to  their  diaeonnea  and  aiguraenta?  Whether,  whn 
I  iahahtted  auch  oonntries^  I  had  never  aaaiBied  at  die  ceb* 
bration  of  divine  ordinancea  perfiNrmed  hy  heretica^  cr  in  a 
form  which  holy  dniroh  disq>ptoTes  or  ceodemna  ? 

Finding  that  he  ooiild  gain  nothing  upon,  me  bf  Aem 
general  intcrrogatoriea,  the  inqniaitor  next  deBeeaded  la 
particulara.  He  enquired  oonoeming  the  incidenta  of  my 
Piaan  atory^  which^  having  firat  aaaured  ipyadf  fiom  tiie 
train  of  hk  qneationa  that  aome  vepraaentation  a£  that  ub« 
fortunate  afihir  had  readied  his  ear^  I  willingly  related^  ta 
the  same  extent  that  I  had  previoualy  done  to  the  marehew 
Filoaanto. 

He  then  proeeeded  to  a  great  numbw  of  qmationB,  the 
aouroe  of  which  is  to  be  traced  to  the  commonly  veodved 
notiona  rejecting  soreerera  and  necriHnaneera.  They  warn 
so  artfully  contrived,  and  so  laige  in  ^eir  scope,  that  it  wm 
not  easy  to  guess  whether  they  rehtted  to  any  partieular  ec« 
cnaation  alleged  againat  me,  or  were  formed  entirely  on 
general  principles.  Yet  some  of  ihem  were  so  minute,  so 
connected,  and  arranged  so  perfectly  in  series,  that  I  could 
not  but  believe  they  were  an  eeho  of  the  calumnies  invented 
against  me  at  Pisa,  of  whidi,  however,  as  I  had  never  eol«t 
looted  any  regular  and  detailed  account,  I  could  not  aceO" 
rately  trace  the  influence  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  inquidtor  demanded  of  me.  Whether  I  had  never 
seen  or  hdd  eouversation  with  any  supeniatural  bang,  ar 
the  spirit  of  a  man  departed  ?  Whether  I  had  never  prac- 
tised diabolical  arts  to  raise  the  dead  ?  Whether  I  had 
never  bad  a  fiimiliar  in  the  fbrm  of  some  inseot,  domestie 
animal,  or  reptile  ?  He  waa  particularly  «ibtle  and  eo(»nia 
in  his  questions  respecting  the  history  of  my  unfortunato 
dog,  eqdei^vouring  to  surprise  me  in  some  aMp.  or  oontradio- 
tion  in  what  I  affirmed  on  the  suferjeot.  He  ashed.  Whether 
I  had  never  assumed  a  form  diffeieni  |^om  my  real  one, 
either  a  different  i^e  and  appearance,  or  a  different  species 
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oi  aounal?  Whedier  I  had  never^  by  the  agency  of 
iB)r  ilftiBoift^  iaiieted  siokness^  ecmvulfflon.dls^  or  death  ? 
Whether  I  had  never  caused  the  mortality  of  cattle  ^ 
Whether  I  had  not  the  pow»*of  being  in  two  places  at 
once  ?  Whether  I  had  never  beea  seen  riding  through  the 
air?  Whether  I  had  never  been  wounded  in  my  absence^ 
hf  di  blow  aimed  at  my  astral  spirit  or  apparition  ?  Whether 
I  had  never  possessed  books  of  conjuration  or  the  art  mi^  ^ 
Whether  it  bad  never  happened  to  me  that  an  indifferent 
person^  indiscreetly  perusing  a  spell  or  incantation  in  my 
pooBOoaion^  had  been  maimed  or  killed  by  the  spirits  he  had 
i^desig^edly  evoked  ? 

/  A  further  object  particukriy  pursued  in  my  intenogatory^ 
was  the  detection  q£  my  property ;  and  the  questions  oon- 
slracted  for  this  pm^pose  were  uncommonly  artful  and- 
Hmltiplied.  The  inquisitor  told  me  that  the  holy  office 
was^  by  the  nature  of  its  institution^  the  guardian  and  ad- 
ministrator of  every  person  that  fell  under  its  anlmadver- 
man.  Shut  up^  he  said^  as  I  must  be^  during  the  pendency 
of  my  cause^  and  s^arated  from  the  rest  of  mankind^  I 
waa  wholly  inoapaUe  of  superintending  my  worldly  affkirs^ 
vlttch^  imless  they  were  properly  looked  into^  mig^t  in  the 
ii&terval  be  materially  injured.  I  ought  therefore  implicitly 
and  without  reserve  to  refWr  myself  in  this  point  to  the 
care  of  the  fathers*  If  my  innocence  were  established^  aa 
hehoped^  and  earnestly  prayed  to  the  mother  of  God^  and 
the  saints  of  Jesus^  might  ^timately  happen^  I  should  find 
the  holy  office  a  faithful  and  quatified  steward.  If,  on  the 
ooQtrary^  I  should  be  proved  a  heretic  and  an  alien  to  the 
Most  High^  I  ought  then  to  rejoice  in  the  beneficent  interw 
fsrenee  of  the  fathers^  who,  by  dedicating  my  wealth  to 
Qonsecmted  purposes^  would  mitigate  in  the  eye  of  the  just 
Judge  of  heav^  and  earth  the  duration  or  fierceness  of  my 
punishments  in  a  future  world.  The  inquisitor  had  ap- 
parently heard  various  reports  of  my  riches^  and  was  in- 
eoqpressibly  chagrined  that  he  should  be  found  so  unskilful' 
ft  member  of  his  profession^  as  not  to  be  able  to  extort  ftom 
me  a  f^  confession  on  that  head.  After  having  employed 
every  artifice  of  menace  and  terror,  after  having  ende&« 
¥0ui«d  to  aootbe  and  cajole  roe  by  \]landia\imeTk\A  vi!^  ^^«^ 
suasion,  and  Ending  all  his  expedienta  it\a\\fi»%,  >afc  ^wsx^ 
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upon  me  the  full  stonn  of  his  indignation.  He  -said,  H 
WM  apparent  that  I  was  dealing  disingenuoaiJy  and  inmi^ 
olently  with  the  delegated  guardiaiis  of  religion ;  it  wtf  ' 
impoasiUe  that  the  expenditure  I  was  well  known  more  or 
kss  to  have  incurred  could  be  supported  without  consideiw 
able  funds ;  and  my  evident  duplicity  and  concealment  ia 
this  point  must  be  regarded  as  a  fuU  confirmation  of  every 
crime  my  accusers  had  alleged  against  me. 

In  the  course  of  my  examinations^  the  inquisitor  vAa 
questioned  me  gave  himself  the  trouble  of  entering  intot 
full  vindication  of  the  tribunal  of  which  he  was  a  membo^ 
He  said^  that  every  thing  that  was  viduable  to  mankini^ 
not  only  in  a  future  state^  but  also  in  the  pres^it^  depended 
upon  preserving  in  full  vigour  an4  strength  the  sacred  iiH 
stitutions  of  the  Christian  faith ;  and  that  those  who  were 
endowed  with  powers  sufficient  for  that  purpose  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  inexcusable  in  the  sight  of  God^  il 
they  did  not  vigilantiy  and  inflexibly  maintain  the  Gnerdaa 
of  those  powers.  It  was  an  egregious  mistake  of  self-willed 
and  opinionated  men^  to  suppose  that  the  maintenance  o( 
our  holy  religion  was  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  clears 
Bess  of  its  evidence.  It  was  no  less  dangerous,  to  pretend 
that  the  stability  and  duration  of  the  diurch  tti  Christ 
might  be  confided  to  the  poovidence  of  God.  Providence 
acts  by  human  means;  and  it  was  presumptuous  for  those 
who  neglected  the  means  to  trust  that  they  should  never^ 
theless  see  the  end  adequately  secured.  Why  had  Provi-* 
dence  thought  proper  to  generate  an  alliance  between  church 
and  state,  and  to  place  the  powers  and  authority  of  human 
society  in  the  hands  of  the  adherents  of  the  Christian  faith? 
Magistrates  and  governments  were  thus  made  the  vicars  of 
Heaven,  and  great  would  be  their  condemnation  if  they 
n^lected  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  The  great  adversary 
of  mankind  was  incessantly  watdiftd  for  the  destruction  oS 
souls ;  and,  while  he  spread  abroad  his  delusions,  it  was 
folly  to  imagine  that  evidence  alone  was  powerful  enoi^ 
to  counteract  them.  What  judges  were  the  great  mass  of 
mankind  of  the  integrity  and  validity  of  evidence  ?  The  jesi 
af  the  scomer  was  ever  at  hand  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  most 
sacred  mysteries.     The  o^i^oset^  oi  eras  \l<c^^  l«ii^  ^«iMi  tn^- 
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d^fslagable'  in  their  industry^  and  as  onxioas  in  their  exertions 
to  depiive'  their  fdlow^men  of  every  comfort  and  hope^ 
«a  if  infideMty^  which  was  the  curse  of  the  human  species^ 
were-  the  gKatest  hlessing  that  could  be  conferred   on 
them.     The  devil  was  a  hard  taskmaster^  and  granted  no 
TAcation,  night  or  day^  to  those  who  enlisted  themselves  in 
the  support  of  his  cause.     It  might  answer  weM  enough 
the  purpose  of  the  vain-glorious  theorist,  to  suppose  tlmt 
man  was  a  rational  animal;  but  they  who  had  regarded 
human  society  with  an  observing  eye  knew  that  it  was, 
otherwise.     Delusion  would  ever  be  too  hard  for  evidence^ 
and  the  grossest  falsehoods  prove  victorious  over  the  most 
Mored  tiuths,  if  what  was  illiberally  and  maliciously  styled 
persecutkm  were  not  brought  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  religion. 
The  passions  of  mankind  were  on  the  side  of  falsehood ; 
man^  unrestrained  by  law^  was  a  wild^  ferocious^  and  most 
pemijoious  beast^  and^  were  it  not  for  the  wholesome  curb 
of  authority^  would  speedily  throw  off  all  ties  and  limit- 
ations^ human  and  divine.     Nothing  could  more  clearly 
prove^  that  the  heretical  followers  of  Luther  and  Calvin^ 
who  had  latdy  sprung  up  for  the  plague  of  mankind^ 
whatever  they  might  pretend^  were  in  reality  the  deter- 
mined oiemies  of  all  revelation^  than  thdf  continual  de« 
mand,  that  the  cause  should  be  tried  by  discussion^  and 
that  every  man  should  be  defended  in  the  exercise  of  his 
private  judgment.     They  could  not  but  know^ — every 
man  not  totally  robbed  of  all  power  of  discernment  must 
know, — thatj  if  this  demand  were  once  granted^  it  would 
prove  a  blow  at  the  root  of  every  sentiment  of  rdigion. 
The  inquisition  therefore  was  the  most  salutary  institution 
that  had  ever  been  devised;    and  die  future  welfare  of 
mankind  wholly  depended  upon  the  maintenance  of  its 
powers  and  its  maxims.     By  a  moderate  and  judicious 
exhibition  of  terror,  it  superseded  the  necessity  of  innu- 
meraUe  puniriiments.     The  inquisition  was  not  capricious 
and  uncertain  in  its  policy  ;  it  acted  under  the  direction  of 
immutable  laws ;  it  hold  a  tender,  but  a  firm  rein  upon  the 
extravagances  and   madness  of  mankind.     Nothing  was 
niore  notwious^  than  that  a  regular  and  systematical  pro« 
(Deeding'  was  both  more  eflRectual  and  more  generous  than 
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«Be  HMt  HM  fiddfl.    Be  diiad  4itt  «liofe  liiflloiy  ^  ^ 
world  to  prodaoe  an  esamfls  of  lo  mciciiwl  •  uiliuiii 
Tho  greol  cad  of  its  polky  was  the  liwhiHiIng'  of 
and  the  nudtipUcatsoo  of  peniieiili^  wh«^  sfter  a 
and  Mlntary  dkdpline,  weie  agam  bf  holy  efaiiii(&  leedted 
into  her  boeom ;  and  e^en  when  tb^  delivered  tfae-ftuAf 
hnpenitenttodieilaniee^itwas  to  the  flaanea  of  a  pmifyiag 
ire^  which  by  destroying  the  €esh  ledeenied  or  dimiaiahdi 
the  imnishaenfei  of  a  fbtne  woild.    He  knew^  that  aa  oeU 
ery  had  been  artfully  raised  agsinst  &e  ptooeodfngs  of  ihs 
hi^y  ottee.     But  it  was  easy  to  see  that  its  enemies,  tmdcr 
the  pretence  of  cempsssion  for  its  YietiinB,  ooneenled  an 
inveterate  aninMsily  against  property,  rdigioii,  and  mil 
society.    The  anabaptists  had  thrown  off  the  maak^  and 
discovered  their  trae  designs ;  and  tha  rest  were  oaiy  neie 
plansible  and  specions,  in  proportion  as  tiiey  were  moK 
timid*    The  present  was  die  most  iniportant  eriais  that 
ever  oesurred  in  the  history  of  the  world.     There  was  a 
spirit  at  work,  that  aimed  at  dissolving  all  the  hooda  of 
civil  society,   and  convetting  mankind  into  beasts  snd 
savages.    Who  had  not  heard  of  the  levdlers^  miUeaarian^ 
and  fiftlMnonarchy-men,  who,  under  the  speeioas  goito  of 
disinterestedness  and  an  nniversai  love  of  manldnd,  had 
nothing  in  view  but  the  most  sacrii^ons  and  unprincipled 
depredations  ?    It  was  true  that  the  prea^ers  of  these 
doctrines  were  utterly  contemptihle  bodi  for  numbers  and 
talent:  but  it  would  be  found  a  short-sighted  policy,  to 
overlook  these  desperate  assaihmts  on  aceount  of  tlte  pooi^ 
ness  and  meanness  of  their  quatiflcations.    For  his  own 
part  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  human  society  wonid 
owe  its  preservation,  if  it  were  preserved,  to  tiie  mereiM 
yet  vigorous  pioeeedings  of  the  court  of  iaqiusition.    The 
misBepresentations  that  were  invidiously  made  of  the  pre* 
seat  firm  and  vigilant  system  of  policy  would  be  heard  £» 
a  day>  and  then  universally  abandoned.    Fosteidty,  he  was 
well  assured,  would  do  fall  justice  to  the  sagacity  and 
soundness  of  the  conduct  of*  this  calumniated  and  nrach 
ii\jured  institution.  ^ 

The  reader  will  forgive  me  if  the  panegyric  thus  ehiw- 
lately  pvoaoiinfied  by  ^e  inquisitor  who  eKamined  »b^ 


vfioiribe^CQiiit  of  ^vinc^lie  i»te  a  member^  had  not  dl  the 
imgM(  "v^^  my  mind  at  the  ittenkent  I  heard  it  which  he 
inySr  prohaldy  asciihe  te  it  in  the  cahnness  of  the  doset. 
it'i»«o?diffiealt  to  be  impartial  in  our  own  cause !     The 
easi^M  *  mind  i^  no  doni^t  mAe  a  large  aBowanee  for  the 
vgiMippyfiitiiaCion  ih  i4dch  I  now  stdod^  and  the  hitter  and 
gatting  thoughts  diat  preyed  upon  my  memory.     But^  if  1 
iiiftiehavgeable  with  temporary  iirfiistiee  in  the  judgiftent  I 
dMn  passed  on  the  arguments  of  the  inquisitor^  I  Hatter 
vsfsfM  ^liat  I  hiare  been  ahie,  after  the  interval  that  has 
dM^Med,  to>  glfe  a  true  and  adequate  statement  of  them. 
r:  Beside  tbese  Teasonings  on  the  necessity  of  a  wholesome 
tesCraint  on  the  privileges  of  speaking  and  writings  dte 
firtiMr  ifi  anpther  of  my  examinations  condescended  to 
ddlBeate  to  me  the  mysteries  of  ^le  world  of  spirits.     He 
Mdnded  me  that  in  the  ^t  grand  rcbeHion  upon  record^ 
that  of  iSae  fcdlen  angels,  of  which  he  considered  the  present 
defection  under  Luther  and  Calvin  as  in  some  measure  a 
Heuaterpart,  a  Idnrd  of  the  host  of  heaven  had  been  thrust 
4«i  of  ibe  celestial  mansions.     These  accursed  spirits  had 
ainee  be^  permitted  to  pursue   their   machinations   on 
tite  fhee  of  our  eardi.     '*  The  devil^  like  a  roaring  1^^ 
gjaeth  dbout>  seddng  wheim  he  may  devour.'^    The  oracles 
tifHne  heathens,  the  temptations  of  Job  and  of  our  Savfour, 
tmA  the  demoniaes  of  saered  writ,  were  examples  of  the 
tetenwve  power  whkh  Heaven  had  lliought  fit  to  allow 
h&m.     Men  ei  a  sce^cal  and  feeble  understanding  had 
bean  tcatpted  to  doubt  whether  this  was  consistent  with 
A»  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God.     But,  liioQgh  it  was  in 
M»  for  us  to  pretend  to  fathom  the' depth  of  the  divine 
layatcries,  there  were  eertaht  reasons  ihat  were  sufficiently 
olivious  to  e^ry  ingenuous  mind.     There  were  persons  in 
afi  i^ea  of  the  world,  who,  Kke  liie  Saddueees  in  the  time 
viomt  hkesaed  Saviour,  wereindfned  to  affirm  ^  lihat  there 
mur  no  resurrection,  nather  angel,  nor  spirft  f*  and  €rod 
fanaHteA  the  lying  wonders  of  infermd  agents  the-  mart 
eeasplet^  ti^  confound  the  unbelief  of  his  enemies.     Hie 
wiio  witnessed  ^e  wondo'fld^^  operations  of  witchcraft.  Or 
•aw  the  ghost  of  a  man  departed,  could  not  douSit  of  tKe 
JBtaRferanaie  ^  mviahke^  amenta  in  the  wiiU8ti<&  cit  tKsi 


818  TRA,1^I«  OF .  ST.  USON. 

nether  world ;  and^  if  there  w««. devils  and  i^paridoiis,  k 
would  be  to  the  last  d^ree  unreasonable  to  deny  the  eia 
istence  of  God^  or  the  miracles  of  Christ.  These,  werstd 
be  received  as  the  grounds  of  the  divine  permission  of 
sorcerers^  necromancers^  and  witches.  But  Uie  rulcst  of 
the  divine  conduct  were  not  to  constitute  the  rules  of  om 
He  might  permit  the  agency  of  invisible  malice^  becatiift 
he  saw  things  upon  an  unlimited  seale^  his  judgments  wen 
infallible^  and  he  could  say  to  Beelzebub  himself^  "  Tkm 
far  shalt  thou  go^  and  no  further."  Those  to  whose  can 
was  intrusted  tlie  welfare  of  mankind  here  or  hereafter; 
were  bound  as  far  as  possible  to  oppose  themselves  to  the 
empire  of  Satan.  His  power  was  given  him  only  forf^ 
time^  and^  if  not  strictly  restrained  of  God  and  the  powoi 
ordained  of  God^  it  would  over-run  ev^y  thing,  and  replungs 
all  this  beautiful  scene  of  creation  in  its  original  chaos. 
There  was  an  endless  and  eternal  war  between  God  and 
the  devil,  and  the  governors  of  the  church  were  Heave's 
field-officers  and  pioneers  for  carrying  it  oui  Of  all  the 
crimes,  he  added,  to  which  the  depravity  of  human  nature 
had  given  birth,  the  most  astonishing  and  the  most  hor- 
rible was  that  of  diabolical  commerce.  That  humaa 
creatuses .  should  be  so  far  infatuated,  as  to  enter  int9 
league  with  the  declared  enemy  of  souls,  and  for  the  pos^ 
session  of  a  short-lived  and  precarious  pointer  to  sign  away 
their  spirits  to  eternal  damnation,  was  so  extraordinary  as 
to  have  been  wholly  unworthy  of  credit,  were  it  not  'siq)- 
ported  by  evidence  as  strong  and  irresistible  as  that  of  the 
miracles  of  Jesus  Christ  himself.  The  persons  who  thus 
voluntarily  made  themselves  accursed  before  God  deserved 
to  be  regarded  with  alienation  and  horror  by  the  whcle 
human  race.  Every  man  that  saw  them  was  bound  by 
his  baptismal  engagements  to  destroy  them  ;  and  whoever 
administered  to  them  the  smallest  portion  of  food,  drink^ 
or  comfort,  thereby  rendered  himself  a  party  to  their  guilt. 
The  inquisition  especially  had  declared  against  this  race  of 
men  eternal  war,  and  considered  their  crime  as  more  cods* 
plicated,  audacious,  and  pestilential^  than  any  othier  branch 
of  heresy«  Having,  for  his  own  part,  no  doubt  that  I  was 
one  of  these  noxious  and.  eTvorreissvxs  xe^x5J<Qa.\RA,\vft  e^orted 
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Bie  to  make  a  vohuitary  confessloii  of  my  evil  deeds^  and^ 
by  submitting  readily  to  the  tortures  and  punishments  of 
this  worlds  endeavour  to  free  myself,  if  it  were  yet  possible^ 
from  those  of  the  world  to  come. 

These  discourses  of  the  inquisitor  were  variously  inter- 
speirsed  through  the  three  examinations  to  which  I  was 
fubjected  a  short  time  after  I  became  an  inhabitant  of  the 
h<Hy  house.     On  my  part  I  endeavoured  to  the  best  of  my 
power  to  repel  the  imputations  cast  upon  me^  to  establish 
my  innocence^  and  to  confound  the  severity  of  my  oppres- 
sors.    I  told  the  inquisitor,  whatever  might  be  the  force  of 
his  arguments  respecting  heresy  and  dealings  with  the  devil, 
lliey  were  nothing  to  me.    I  was  no  Lutheran,  no  anabaptist, 
BO  Becromancer,^  no  underminer  of  the  faith  of  others,  or 
ally  of  the  prince  of  the  infernal  regions.     I  proudly  and 
earnestly  demanded  to  be  confronted  with  my  accusers.     I 
asked  my  examiner  in  his  turn.  What  sort  of  justice  that 
was,  which  |»retended  to  proceed  capitally  against  its  pri- 
soners upon  secret  and  unavowed  accusations?    He  endea- 
voured to  stop  me.     He  told  me  that  I  was  not  brought 
ihere  to  arraign  the  methods  and  practices  of  their  court ; 
that  it  did  not  become  a  prisoner  put  upon  his  defence  to 
insult  his  judges;  that  this  contumacy  could  not  be  regarded 
but  as  an  f^gravation  of  my  guilt;  and  that  I  was  bound 
stri<stly  and  simply  to  answer  the  interrogieitories  that  were 
proposed  to  me.     The  rebuke  of  the  inquisitor  was  unavail- 
kig.     My  spirit  was  wrought  to  too  high  a  pitch  to  be  thus 
restrained;  I  was  too  firmly  resolved  to  give  the  utmost 
force  of  mind  and  truth  to  the  topics  of  my  just  defence. 
It  is  the  practice  of  the  inquisition  for  the  prisoner  to  sit 
dsanog  his  examination.     I  started  upon  my  feet. 

*^  The  mode  of  your  proceeding,"  cried  I, "  is  the  mockery 
of  a  trial.  From  your  fatal,  bar  no  man  can  go  forth  ac- 
quitted. How  is  a  story  to  be  refuted,  when  hardly  and 
with  difficulty  you  suffer  your  prisoner  to  collect  the  slightest 
&agments  of  it  ?  If  I  would  detect  a  calumny,  is  it  not  re- 
quisite that  I  should  be  acquainted  with  its  history,  and 
know  its  authors  and  propt^ators?  Then  I  may  perhaps  be 
aMe  to  confound  their  forgeries,  to  show  the  groundlessness 
of  their  alienations,  to  expose  the  basenesa  oi  \\iea  Y'xt^^'^^^ 


«Bd  the  profligacy  of  tbiir  dumicten*     I  sm  Milgti»t<  of 
nothing;  yet  I  amfaid^  flnt  to  be  my  own  aocaacTy  and  Ibca 
to  anawer  the  accuaatioiia  of  othera.     It  is  only  by  fdimmag 
a  falsdiQod  through  all  ita  doublinga  dtat  it  oas  be  cffee- 
tnally  deatroyed.     Yon  bid  me  umavcl  a  W6l>,  and  will  not 
auffer  me  to  touch  it  with  one  of  ny  fingers.     Tke  defenoe 
of  the  purest  innooenee  is  often  dificalt^  sonetiines  unpen* 
aiUe>  againat  the  artfufaieas  of  a  malieioua  td^  or  ihi 
fortuitous  concurrence  of  unlavoorable  appeanncea.     Bnt 
you  atrip  innocence  of  thoae  consecrated  weapons  by  wfaick 
only  it  can  be  defended.     Gi^e  to  an  aeouaation  the  pats* 
Cttlara  with  which  what  really  happens  must  aHrayv  be 
attended^  giye  to  it  the  drcumslances  of  plaee  and  ci  timm, 
Iny  aside  the  ambiguity  and  generalitiea  in  wfakdi  yev  shdtov 
youraelTea,  and  then^  perhaps  then  aalj,  h  can  be  Wetoii. 
oualy  repelkd.     You  ask  me  a  thousand  ▼arioosand  aiefuBy 
constructed  questions.    What  aort  of  a  man  do  you  ianagine 
me  to  be  ?   I  am  not  a  f o(d^  that  I  ahould  be  inTeig^bd  ^  I 
am  not  a  boy,  that  I  sho^d  be  menaced  mto  eonfeaaioiin 
Ceaae  your  baae  and  unprindj^ed  atta  !    I  wiil  fumfafa  ns 
mateiiaia  against  myself.    If  yon  know  anything  agaienBt  me^ 
arow  it  I  Propose  it^  and  I  will  answer.   Think  not  to  paiah 
ttp  a  miseraUe  aecusatiou  out  of  Ihe  wordi  wiiic^  jnaid 
^ertenoe  or  wearineas  may  cause  me  to  utter,     f^hiwut  on 
your  institutien  1    May  infamy  overtake  thesystemr  of  yow 
proceedings  I    That  rdigion  which  h  supported  by  sndi 
means  is  vpar  than  atheiam.     That  eiviliBatiott  which  has 
ita  basis  in  despotism>  is  mere  worthleas  snd  hateftd  than 
the  state  of  sanrages  running  wild  in  their  woods* 

'^  Do  you  not  perceive  that  the  language  I  am  now  heUU 
ing  to  you  b  the  exdusive  privilege  of  oonsdnaninnoocBee? 
The  indignation  I  enpteas  ia  no  srtifldal  rage^.  stadionsly 
contdved  t»  ovevbcat  aoeusation.  You  harve  it,  as  it  flews 
apontaneoualy  to  my  toegne^  warm  firam  the  promptings  of 
an  honest  heart  If  I  could  harvo  eonaidtod  a  f riend^  it  u 
probable  he  would  have  dissuaded  me  fi«>m  my  pmasat 
demeanour  aa  knpolide*  If  I  wew  governed  hf  the  die* 
taites  of  an  ordinary  p<ndeac^  I  dmuid  have  displayed'  leai 
ardour^  km  reaentment.  But  I  am  wiUing  to  try  ^Nhefim 
shame  csntatot  yet  be  U^tad  up  even  in  dio  chsok  ef  aa 
inquidtor." 
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The  fadier  who  examined  me,  having  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  ^eek  the  current  of  my  invective,  changed  his  manner, 
and  ^usumed  a  tone  diametrically  the  reverse  of  mine.  He 
professed  that  he  felt  much  compassion  and  interest  for  my 
m&fortune,  and  should  deem  himseUT  happy  if  he  could  he 
Aie  instrument  of  my  deliverance.  The  language  I  had 
ttttored  was  highly  indecorous,  and  such  as  seemed  in  itself 
to  call  for  a  rigorous  penance.  But  he  should  not  think' 
liimself  worthy  the  name  of  a  man^  if  he  did  not  make  suit- 
Me  allowance  for  the  hitter  and  extravagant  sentiments, 
iiM  would  occasionally  find  their  way  into  the  mind  of  one 
is  my  unfortunate  situation.  So  circumstanced,  men  would 
often  imstake  their  friends  for  their  enemies.  I  regarded 
tiie  inquisition  as  my  enemy:  it  was  in  reality  my  firm  and 
disinterested  friend ;  zealously  watchful  for  my  hody,  my 
my  HKnd,  and  my  estate.  Other  courts  had  other  maxims 
d  proceeiding,  hecause  their  motives  of  action  were  difi^nt; 
and  it  was  but  just  that  they  should  furnish  their  prisoners 
wi^  a  defence  against  their  frailty.  But  the  breast  of  an 
inquisitor  was  accessible  to  no  sentiment  but  that  of  love ; 
«^ burning  love  of  God;  love  of  the  churdi;  love  of  the 
prisoner,  who  might  be  wrongfully  accused ;  love  of  the 
penitent,  whom  he  reconciled  to  our  common  mother,  the 
ckurch ;  love  even  of  the  incorrigible  heretic  whose  body  he 
boTBed  for  the  good  of  his  soul.  The  inquisitor  did  not 
^seover  to  the  prisoner  the  evidence  adduced  against  him  ; 
ftaa  was  between  God  and  the  inquisitor's  conscience.  But 
the  suppression  which  was  thus  practised  rendered  him 
doubly  scrupulous  and  sceptical  as  to  the  evidence  he  re- 
oii^'ed ;  he  sifted  it  with  a  severity  that  the  prisoner  would 
ill  vain  endeavour  to  imitate ;  and  the  rules  of  evidence  in 
t|iat  court  were  so  guarded,' punctilious,  and  minute,  as  to 
lender  any  mistake  in  its  proceedings  altogether  impossilde. 
Fop  m  man  tobe  once  a  pHsmier  of  the  oourt  of  inquisition^ 
by  a  salutary  prejudice  which  prevailed  through  the  catholic 
world,  rendered  him  for  ever  infamous.  This  was  another 
cause  of  the  extreme  wariness  and  caution,  with  which  that 
eoort  was  accustomed  to  proceed.  They  first  listened  to 
the  accuser,  who- was  obliged  to  give  in  his  inforavoAicftv  ^xw 
oith.     Th^  t^n  instiiutei  a  aectet  etiq^o^or^  %!^«LTi<«X  *^csfe 
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party  accused;  and^  till  they  had  cpHected  abundant  ground 
for  their  proceeding,  they  did  not  venture  to  touch  a  hair  (i£ 
his  head.  They  elaborately  classed  aJ^  the  different  degrees 
of  evidence  into  half  proof,  full  proof,  proof  less  th%n  hal( 
and  proof  less  than  fiill.  When  these  things  were  duly  copr 
ddered,  it  would  appear  certain  that  no  court  that  had  ataiy 
time  existed  on  earthy  had  ever  been  so  tendcar  in  its  pi9* 
ceedingSj  so  pure  in  its  incitements,  and  so  every  way  supe^ 
rior  to  the  attacks  of  calumny  and  malice,  as  the  court  dC 
inquisition. 

With  respect  to  myself  in  particular^  he  said,  ^bey  hd 
not  apprehended  me  and  put  me  upon  my  defenqe,  witboQl 
previously  assembling  a  large  body  of  misceUancigius  ai4 
circumstantial  evidence.  The  evidence  they  had  draws 
from  myself  was  n^ative  only,  but  it  wj^  strong;  the  nkf 
acurity  that  hung  about  my  person,  who  I  was^  and  wheoct 
I  came  ;  and  the  obscurity  that  hung  about  my  foftun^  I 
great  visible  expenditure  in  Spain  or  in  Italy,  and  no  visSik 
means.  These  were  not  the  signatures  and  to]c^^  of  inno* 
cence.  They  tended  strongly  to  confirm  the  SLC&mim 
under  which  I  laboured.  Yet  so  tendw  was  the  uiquisitWD 
in  its  proceeding,  and  so  chary  of  its  reputation,  that  vfSi^ 
these  accumulated  proofs  and  presumptiiHis,  they  were  qK 
prepared  to  pronounce  against  me.  They  would  hear  Wit 
again  and  again,  ^hey  would  give  i^e  time  to  reeo&i^ 
myself,  and  for  V^  purpose  they  would  order  fDr  mSL  ft 
coarse  and  scanty  fare,  and  a  solitary  cell.  I^might  depCNii 
upon  it  my  contumacy  should  be  overcome.  The  fimdA^ 
mental  principle  of  their  proceedings  was  borrow^  frooi 
that  humane  and  compassionate  maxim  of  the  old  Hpsmi 
law,  De  vita  fiominis  nuUa  cunctatio  eat  hnga;  and  I 
should  accordingly  find  them  free  froni  all  pi^edpitatian  and 
impatience,  and  ready  to  indulge  me  with  a  roBidenoe,  kPWr 
ever  long,  in  their  prisons,  till  my  case  hftd  been  aiftedl9 
the  bottom. 


V    }-i^ 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Tub  i]idii]^iijoe  thus  ostentatiously  prodaimed  bj  the  father* 

jfiqtdfiitor  wajB  not  exactly  to  my  taste.     Finding  diat  all 

^le^energy  of  mind.I  could  apply  to  my  defence  was  vain^ 

I  determined  to  have  recourse  to  a  di£^^rent  mode  of  pro* 

eeeding.     I  received  three  admonitions^  as  they  call  them^ 

tke  substance  of  which  I  have  already  recited^  in  the  course 

of  the  first  ten  days  of  my  confinement,  and  I  then  for 

Jbisme  time  heard  of  die  inquisitor  no  more.     I   under- 

fttood  tiist  it  was  frequently  the  practice^  after  three  ad* 

monitions,  not  to  bring  up  die  prisoner  for  further  hearing 

dtuing  a  whde  year;  and  it  appeared  sufficiently  pro^ 

Mile  from  die  last  words  addressed  to  me  by  my  judge; 

Ihat  this  policy  was  intended  to  be  employed  in  my 

tstae,     Widiout  further  delay  liierefore  I  resolved  to  recur 

to*  die  expedient  in   the  use  of  which  my  power  wks 

unbounded,  and  by  a  brilliant  offer  at  once  to  subdue  the 

seruples^  and  secure  the  fidelity,  of  the  person  or  persons 

mpm  whom  my  safe  custody  might  be  £9und  to  depend. 

AXk  diat  was  necessary  was  to  convince  the  party  to  whom 

I  %hotdd  propose  the  assisting  me,  of  the  reality  of  my 

powers;  and  then  to  put  carte  blanchd  into  his  bauds,  ot 

ladier  to  ascertain  at  once  the  extent  of  his  hopes  and  de- 

sMOuk,  and  by  a  spirited  and  peremptory  conduct  to  yield 

tliem  afl^      In  the  period  which,  immediately  previous  t6 

8^  present  imprisonment,  I  had  devoted  to  the  meditatioid 

(6i  tay  future  plans  and  the  review  of  my  past,  I  had  severely 

kceused  myself  of  hidf  measures,  and  had  determined  to 

y^fure  i^'hesitadon  and  irresoluteness  for  the  time  to  come. 

lids  not  indeed  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  possessing  a  powet 

iO  bitterly  remote  from  eommon  ideas  and  conceptions,  and 

which,  speaking  from  experience,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm 

so  mere  effort  of  imagination  is  adequate  to  represent,  I 

diould  have  aeted  below  the  prerogatives  and  demands  of 

my  sitaiation.     This  mistake  I  would  make  no  more.     I 

would  overwhelm  opposition  by  the  splendour  o€  \fi^  ^^^3^ 

ceedin^^  and  confouad  scruples  by  the  ^^\t^  vcA^TvSkS:^ 

T    2 
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magnificence  of  my  appearance.  Unshackled  as  I  was  intfa 
connections^  and  risking  no  one's  haziness  but  my  own,  I 
proposed  to  compel  the  human  species  to  view  me  firamn 
awful  distance,  and  to  oblige  every  one  that  approached  me 
to  feel  his  inferiority.  It  would  be  to  the  last  degree  dm 
graceful  and  contemptible  in  me,  being  raised  so  te  aboiy^ 
my  peers  in  my  privileges,  if  I  were  to  fall  below  tlie  er^ 
nary  standard  of  a  gallant  man  in  the  decision  and  firmnea 
of  my  system  of  conduct.  Decision  and  firmness  were  the 
principles  to  be  exercised  by  me  now ;  dignity  and  magni* 
ficence  must  await  their  turn  hereafter. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  embraced  an  opportunity  <rf 
^peaking  to  the  man  who  waited  on  me  with  my  Aubf 
allotment  of  provisions,  and  I  designed  as  shortly  as  po»* 
sible  to  proceed  to  that  species  of  argument,  in-  which  I 
principally  confided  to  engage  him  in  my  cause.  But  lis 
did  not  suffer  me  to  utter  a  sentence  before  with  a  to^ 
expressive  gesture  he  interrupted  me.  I  had  remarked 
already  the  silence  which  seemed  for  ever  to  pervade  tltt§ 
dismal  abode ;  but  I  had  not  ascribed  importance  enou^  to 
this  circumstance,  to  suppose  that  it  could  materially  intorw 
fere  with  the  project  I  had  formed.  I  now  perceived  the 
countenance  of  my  attendant  to  be  overspread  with  tenol 
and  alarm.  He  put  his  hand  upcm  my  mouth,  and  by  Mi 
attitude  seemed  earnestly  to  insist  upon  my  conforming  to 
the  rules  of  the  prison.  I  was  not  however  to  be  thus 
diverted  from  my  purpose^  I  seized  his  hands,  and  begaii 
again  to  pursue  the  discourse  I  had  meditated.  This  pr»*' 
ceeding  on  my  part  induced  him  to  break  the  silence  h^ 
had  hitherto  preserved.  He  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  is- 
stantly  set  him  at  liberty,  he  would  alarm  the  prison.  I 
loosed  his  hands.  I  then  by  every  gesture  I  could  dend 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  approach  me,  to  suffer  me 
to  confer  with  him  in  the  lowest  whisper,  and  assured 
him  that  he  should  have  no  reason  to  repent  his  complianoei 
I^might  as  well  have  addressed  myself  to  die  walls  that 
inclosed  me.  He  would  not  stay  an  instant ;  he  wouM 
yield  in  nothing.  He  burst  from  me  abruptly,  and,  dosing 
i&e  door  of  my  cell,  left  me  in  solitude  and  darkness. 
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In  the  evening  of  the  day  of  this  attempt  the  keeper  <^ 
the  prison  entered  my  apartment  When  he  appeared^  I 
began  to  flatter  myself  that  in  this  man  I  should  find  a 
better  subject  for  my  purpose  than  in  the  poor  turnkey  who 
had  given  me  so  unfavourable  a  prognostic  of  my  success. 
I  lost  no  time  in  s&ying  to  him  that  I  had  something*^  im- 
portant to  communicate ;  but  he  peremptorily  comnpanded 
me  to  be  silent,  and  listen  to  what  he  was  about  to  say  to 
me.  He  told  me  that  I  had  already  been  complained 
stgaiost  for  speech,  and  I  was  now  repeating  my  offence. 
He  advised  me  to  ponder  well  the  consequences  of  what  I 
waa  doing.  The  orders  of  the  inquisition  were  rigorous 
and  inflexible.  The  cells  were  not  so  substantially  sepa- 
rated but  that  a  voice  might  be  heard  from  one  to  the  other; 
yet  it  had  happened  more  than  once,  that  a  husband  and 
wife,  a  father  and  child,  had  for  years  been  lodged  next  to 
each  other,  without  the  smallest  suspicion  on  either  part  of 
lihe  proximity  of  their  situation.  He  was  astonished  at  the 
pertinacity  of  my  behaviour.  There  was  no  government  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  had  sub- 
jects more  obedient,  more  dutiful  and  exemplary  dian  the 
holy  inquisition.  Not  a  murmur  was  ever  heard ;  not  a 
discontent  ever  expressed.  All  was  humbleness,  thank- 
fuineis,  and  gratitude.  He  recommended  to  me  to  conform 
myself  to  my  situation,  and  let  him  hear  no  further  com- 
^aints  of  me.  He  had  no  sooner  finished  his  harangue, 
than  he  left  me  as  abruptly  as  his  servant  had  done.  It  is 
not  possible  to  impart  any  adequate  image  of  the  inflexi- 
bility of  his  features,  or  the  stem  composure  of  his  de- 
meanour. 

I  now  saw  my  situation  in  a  different  point  of  view. 
Bribery  was  of  no  use,  where  all  intercourse  was  denied* 
CSisat  God !  into  what  positi<m  was  I  got  ?  In  the  midst 
of  a  great  and  populous  city,  at  this  time  perhaps  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  world,  I  heard  occasionally  firom  beyond  the 
limits  of  my  prison  the  hum  of  busy  throngs,  or  the  shouts 
of  a  tumultuous  populace.  Yet  I  was  myself  in  the  deepest 
solitude.  Like  ^e  wretched  mariners  I  have  somewhere 
read  of,  ddpwrecked  upon  a  desert  shore,  I  might  remain 
encaged^  till  I  lost  all  recollection  of  European  language, 
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and  all  acqvudntanoe  with  the  sound  of  my  own  Toice.  A 
jailor  from  tiiiiie  to  time  entered  my  apartment;  bat  to  tk 
he  was  simply  a  moving  and  breathing  statue^  bis  featmci 
never  moulded  into  the  expression  of  a  meanings  nor  lii 
month  opened  for  the  utterance  of  a  soimd.  From  the  fint 
I  had  been  struck  with  the  extreme  and  deatbJike  siHentk 
that  charaeterised  the  place  of  my  confinement;  but  mjr 
mind  was  occupied  with  other  thoughts^  and  i  had  lut 
adverted  to  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon.  I  bad  then  M 
little  inclination  to  the  converse  of  a  jailor ;  my  natural  dis- 
position was  somewhat  singular  for  a  Frencbman^  aiid  in- 
clined to  taciturnity :  I  had  resolved .  to  make  a  fa&  Juti 
ample  trial  of  the  power  of  a  just  defence^  where  inyifi- 
nocence  was  so  complete  and  I  was  entirely  disenga^ 
from  those  unfavourable  appearances  which  had  constitated 
my  misfortune  at  Constance ;  and  I  even  rejniced,  th»t  a 
silence^  which  I  regarded  as  casual  and  indi^dual^  deiivM 
me  from  all  fear  of  imj>ertinence  in  my  attendant.  Wiii 
bow  different  a  temper  do  we  contemplate  an  inerdoit 
which^  we  persuade  oursdveS^  continues  to  operate  \»^ 
because  we  want  inclination  to  remove  it ;  and  an  inddcfit 
which  is  violiently  imposed^  and  to  which^  wilb  ibe  ntniokt 
exertion  of  our  strength^  we  cannot  succeed  to  Ihiptaitliie 
slightest  shoc^ !  The  external  object  is  the  same;  its  pieti&M 
in  tbe  intdlectual  sensorium  how  unlike !  What  aprofonad 
and  inconceivable  Tefinement  in  the  art  of  tynuiny  isdos 
siletice !  The  jailor  might  wdl  tell  me^  that  beneath  Ids 
roofs  there  was  neither  complaint  nor  murmur^  that  fSnt 
very  soul  of  its  inhabitants  was  subdued^  and  that  they 
suffered  the  most  unheard  of  oppressions  without  aatomdu 
ment  or  indignation.  This  is  the  peculiar  prerogative  of 
despotism :  it  produces  many  symptoms  of  the  same  genaiKi 
l^pearance  as  those  which  are  derived  fh>m  liberty  aSd 
justice.  There  are  no  remonstrances;  there  is  no  i0j^ 
ti6hce  or  violence;  tbare  is  a  ct^ih,  a  fatal  and  aciiealiieid 
tranquillity  that  pervftdes  the  whole.  The  ispeetator  enters. 
Send  for  a  time  misinteriM*ets  every  object  be  sees  ;  be  pdrw 
cdves  human  bodies  standing  or  moving  around  him ;  M 
it  18  witb  the  utmost  surprise,  if  he  has  leisure  and  opjpot- 
twaity  to  observe  a  litde  {vuc^et,  ^dciaX  \a&  ^xo^  %x.%^^ 
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Aitigs  he  sees  to  be  the  Qiere  shades  of  meii>  cold^  inert, 
fearing  bodies,  which  the  heaven-bom  soul  has  long  since 
40selrted.  WonderAil,  I  hesitate  not  to  affinn,  is  die  ge^ 
nuine  and  direct  power  of  such  a  situation  as  that  in  which 
X  ira^  ndT^  placed,  upon  the  humata  imagination.  What 
was  it  then  to  me,  to  whom  speech  was  not  merely  one  of 
those  things,  misnamed  indulgences,  misnamed  luxuries^ 
upon  which  the  de^^bleness  and  the  health  of  human  ex- 
iateiicb  depend ;  but  who  had  looked  to  it  as  die  only  and 
the  assured  mesas  of  my  rescue  from  this  scene  of  horrors  ! 
I  ultreat  the  ^"eader  to  pardon  me,  when  I  confess,  that  the 
opieration  of  the  discovery  I  made  was  so  overwhelming 
and  apparently  desperate,  that  it  was  some  weeks,  I  might 
say  months,  before  my  mind,  recovered  its  wonted  bias  and 
activity. 

It  was  towards  the  dose  of  the  period  I  have  named, 
that  a  new  incident,  concurring  with  that  familiarity  which 
serves  in  some  measure  to  disarm  every  mischief  of  its 
atii^;  restored  and  re-awakened  my  mind.  I  had  vegetated 
now  for  some  time,  if  the  metaphor  can  with  propriety  bSe 
appiied  to  existence  in  a  noxious  and  empoisoned  air,  by 
^hich  aU  vegetation  would  have  been  undermined,  and 
which  the  vital  principle  in  man  is  scarcely  competent  to 
sarmount ;  and  in  all  this  period  had  encountered  nothing 
£roih  without,  nor  received  any  intimation,  that  could  in  the 
slightest  degree  interrupt  the  progressive  destruction  and 
waste  of  the  soul.  One  day,  at  the  customary  hour  of  my 
being  attended  by  my  warder,  I  was  surprised  to  see  him 
bring  with  him  a  visiter  to  my  cell.  The  unknown  was  a 
man  with  grey  hairs  and  a  silver  beard :  though  once  tali, 
ke  now  stooped  considerably,  and  supported  himself  with  a 
sbiff :  his  dress  was  simple  and  neat,  and  his  whole  appear, 
^ce  prepossessing;  A  sweet  serenity  was  difiused  over  his 
eo^tonance ;  yet  there  were  occasionally  a  fire,  and  a  con- 
templative grasp  of  thought,  expressed  ill  his  eyes,  which 
isnfiiciently  proved  to  rtie  that  his  serenity  was  not  the  result 
of  vacancy.  All  ihis  I  discerned  by  the  faint  and  uncertain 
Jtight  of  a  small  lamp  which  the  warder  had  brought  widi 
him,  Bnd  placed  upon  my  table.  The  introduction  waa 
perfofined  in  sileilce,  and  the  waidet  \^  wa  «\$stkfc,    '^>ks^^ 
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miknoim  beckoned  me  to  be  leetod,  for  the  fint 
of  suzprise  at  the  entnnce  of  a  stranger  bad  caused  me  ts 
start  on  my  feet ;  and,  opening  a  folding  stool  he  had  le- 
ceived  from  my  attendant,  he  placed  himself  beside  me. 

He  then  addressed  me  in  a  low  voiee,  and  UM  wae,  ibst 
the  humanity  of  the  fathers  of  the  inqnisitlan  had  gtres 
him  permission  to  visit  me>  and  that,  if  I  would  be  so 
oUigLog,  in  conformity  to  the  regolatiims  of  the  prison^  si 
to  lower  my  yoioe  to  the  stsndard  of  his,  we  were  at  Hbeity 
to  confer  together.    He  hoped  the  conference  would  be  some 
relief  to  my  aolitude,  if  not  lead  to  my  complete  libcntios. 
He  then  unfolded  to  me  his  story.     He  tokL  me  that  fa^ 
like  myself^  had  been  cimunitted  to  the  prisons  oi  the  inqni. 
sition  upon  an  accusation  of  sorcery.     Having  advaniDed 
thus  far,  he  stopped.  He  tslked  miscellaneoualy  and  digre»> 
siydy  of  wizards  and  their  fsmiliars,  of  possessions  and  de- 
mons, of  channs,  spells,  tsUsmsns  snd  incan^tations^  eren  sf 
the  elijpir  wUb  snd  the  philosopher's  stone.     Sometimes  Id 
the  progress  of  tlus  discourse  I  could  perodve  him  observ- 
ing me  with  the  utmost  narrowness,  as  if  he  would  dive  into 
my  soul  j  and  agsin,  particulsrly  when  he  caught  a  g^moe 
of  suspicion  in  my  eye,  with  infinite  sddress  dianging  his 
8ttiti|de  and  tone^  and  assuming  a  soxprising  air  of  inge. 
nuousness  and  gaiety.     In  a  word  he  was  a  consummate 
actor.     It  was  evident,  whether  his  designs  were  hostile  or 
friendly,  that  his  purpose  was  to  make  himself  master  of 
my  secret*     I  asked  him  whether  the  accusation  of  sorcery 
which  had  been  preferred  against  him,  were  well  founded 
or  a  calumny.     He  evaded  that  question,  and  was  only 
influenced  by  it  to  talk  more  copiously  and  fluently  on  other 
topics,  with  the  apparent  design  of  making  me  forget  the 
enquiry  I  had  made.  He  avoided  ai^dpation,  lest  he  duudd 
miscslculate  and  take  wrong  ground  in  my  afiair;  and, 
.though  superficially  he  seemed  communicative,  I  found  that 
he  scarcely  told  me  respecting  himself  any  one  thing  definite 
and  clear.  He  celebrated  the  clemency  of  the  fathers  of  the 
inquisition.     He  said,  they  seemed  to  regard  themselves  as 
the  adoptive  parents  of  diose  they  held  in  their  custody, 
and  we^e  anxious  solely  for  the  restoration  of  souls,    hi 
their  exterior  they  ware  austere^  snd  had  unfortunately  eon* 
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tmtited  a  foTbidding  manner ;  but  he  had  soon  founds  upon 
a '  doser  inspection  of  their  character^  that  the  only  way  to 
deal  successfully  with  them  was  to  repose  in  them  a  perfect 
confidence.  This  panegyric  was  not  resorted  to  till  he  had 
«Khausted  the  various  topics  by  which  he  had  hoped  him. 
■df  to  extort  my  secret  from  me.  I  asked  him^  whether 
the  effect  of  his  reposing  confidence  had  been  an  abjuration 
«f  sorcery,  and  reconciliation  to  the  church?  But  this  ques. 
tjon  experienced  the  fate  of  every  other  that  I  addressed  to 
him.  He  only  told  me  generally,  that  he  had  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with,  and  to  speak  well  of,  the  treatment  he 
had  experienced  in  the  house  of  the  inquisition.  He  pos- 
sessed, or  rather,  as  I  believed,  affected,  a  character  of 
thoughtless  garrulity  and  loquacity,  well  adapted  to  cover 
the  strange  deviations  and  abrupt  transitions  that  marked 
his  discourse.  It  was  certainly  singularly  contrasted  with 
tiiat  dose  and  penetrating  air  which  from  time  to  time  I 
xemarked  in  him. 

.  The  reader  may.  deem  it  surprising  and  unaccountable; 
but  certain  it  is  I  took  uncommon  delight  in  this  man^s 
oompany.  I  pressed  him  earnestly  to  repeat  his  visits,  and 
HoUld  scarcdy  sufibr  him  to  depart,  till  he  had  promised 
to  come  to  me  again  the  next  day  or  the  day  after^  Yet  I 
looked  on  him  as  my  mortal  enemy,  and  had  no  doubt  that 
he  was  one  of  the  infamous  wretches,  employed  by  the 
policy  of  the  inquisition,  and  well  known  beneath  those 
hated  roofs  by  the  appellation  of  maacas.  Various  reasons 
ttiay  be  assigned  for  my  conduct  in  this  particular.  Let  it 
first  be  remembered  that  I  was  alone,  and  for  months  had 
QDt  heard  the  sound  of  my  own  voice.  No  incident  marked 
my  days ;  no  object  arrested  my  attention.  A  dull,  heavy, 
pestilential,  soul-depressing  monotony  formed  the  history 
of  my  hfe.  If  in  this  situation  I  had  been  visited  by  a 
mouse  or  a  rat,  I  should  indefatigably  have  sought  to  get 
within  reach  of  it,  I  should  have  put  it  to  my  bosom,  and  have 
fiit  with  exultation  the  beat  of  an  animal  pulse,  the  warmth 
of  animal  life  pressing  responsiydy  on  my  heart.  With 
what  eager  appetite  I  should  have  mixed  in  scenes  of  cala- 
mity ,  and  crudty,  intoleraUe  to  any  othier  eye,  ^ad  fot 
myadf  that  even  ujxMr  such  terms  1  co\iid  eacK^  ^^  %t^^^^ 


S9^  TRAVELS  OV  8T.  LEOK. 

bound  vinfer  of  ihe  soul !  How  I  should  hav«  rcjoiee^ 
iike  Jdng  Richaid  of  England^  to  see  four  grim  *a&d  dead( 
xhuidiiig  assassins  enter  my  odl^  like  him  to  struggle  nd 
Ivresde  aad  contend  with  my  murderers^  thoug^^  as  in  Isi 
jCsb^;  Wounds  and  a  fistsl  end  should  be  the  result!  Tta 
feeling  then^  it  is  little  wonderful  that  I  should  hatehdkd 
with  pleasure  the  visit  of  the  7no9ca, 

But  this  #a8  not  alL  WMle  I  con£»red  widi^  or  ratber 
listened  to  my  visiter^  that  pride  and  self  eomplao^cy, 
.which  1 8uq)ect  h>  be  die  main^  or  at  least  the  indi&^nsslik, 
ingredient  of  all  oior  pleasuves^  revived  in  my  heait.  I  y^ 
lieved.&at  he.was  set  upon  me  by  these  insatiable  blood- 
imckers  of  the  inquisition^  that  he  might  ensnare  me  iiiA 
his  questions^  and  treacherouriy  inveigle  me  to  thie  faggot 
and  the  stake.  I  felt  a  last,  lahibent  intimatibn  Of  p6k 
within  me,  when  my  heart  whispered  me>  "  This  man  shd 
hot  attain  his  ends."  I  secretly  defied  his  arts^  and  tataviaA 
myself  with  baffling  his  most  cunning  devices.  I  had  not 
|K>me  one  with  whom  to  measure  myself.  The  compaiiboD^ 
I  own,  to  a  descendant  of  the  counts  of  St.  Leon,  wa8« 
hnmUe  one ;  but  it  is  not  permitted  a  prisoner  in  the  J^ 
of  the  inquisition  to  be  fastidious  in  his  pleasures.  Tins 
man  I  plary«d  with  at  my  ease,  and  laughed  at  his  strati- 
gems.  I  therefore  fdt  that  I  was  his  superior,  and,  wMcb 
was  a  sensation  I  had  not  lately  been  accustomed  to,  that  I 
was  somebody.  These  feelings  recommended  to  me  liiB 
visits.^ 

But  v^Mt  was  much  more  material,  I  looked  tother^ 
and  proposed  an  ultimate  end  to  this  occurrence.  Let  it 
be  reooBected  wlmt  was  my  unhappiness,  when  I  found 
mysetf,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  suddenly  de- 
^vdd  of  speech,  and  then  it  will  easily  be  undeistood  how 
iinoeiiely  I  rejoiced  to  have  this  faculty  restored  to  me. 
^»ee6h,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  had  regarded  as  the  onlj^ 
and  assured  means  of  my  deliverance  &om  tJkis  sceUe  o( 
imrrors. '  i  therefcore  doubted  not  that  from  this  miserable 
tool  of  my  oppressors  I  would  obtain  my  enlargemimt  1 
■atood  firmly  on  my  guard.  I  permitted  him  to  ruik  out  j 
Ihe  whole  length  of  his  own  project  without  ihtertuptioB. 
By  this  delay  I  should  \)c:Uei  \m<iVes^siiiSL'^\s&  diuc^fitert  and 
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tedlj  fltdze  it  witli  a  more  decisiye  gragp.  TfaUs  puiporing^ 
1  'iUlowed  three  oar  ioax  yidta  to  pass  befcHe  I  opened  to  the 
itwsoa  my  own  proposal.  I  designed  unexpectedly  to  ttnii 
ilie  tables  upon  him,  to  surprise  and  finidi  with  hitn  at 
ones.  I  knew  not  that  all  this  precaution  was  neoessarf^ 
ifont  I  ftkyed  fcnr  too  deep  a  stake^  not  to  be  anidoos  to  omit 
notliing^  which  hereafter  in  retrospect  I  mi|^t  reprottdi 
BifBdf  that  I  bad  omitted. 

The  time  was  at  lelhgth  come^  at  whidi  I  judged  it  ooiu 
.▼esiient  to  execute  what  I  had  planned  in  my  mind.  -  I 
4began  with  an  attempt  to  mortify  and  humble  my  guest  iB 
ins  own  ejes^  that  he  might  lose  the  pride  to  make  the 
.ffmaUest  resistance  to  my  proposal. 

..  '^  Do  you  think,  my  good  sir/'  cried  I^  ^^  that  IhaT»not 
perfectly  xmderstood  your  intentions  all  ibis  wfafle^  Ybm  bat^ 
pretended  to  be  my  friend,  and  to  come  to  me  for  my  good. 
I  know  that  every  secret  I  reposed  in  your  fidelity;  evefy 
word  that  I  mig^t  unguardedly  have  dropped,  eveiy  look 
and  gesture  ibat  could  have  been  interpreted  to  my  disad;^ 
vantage,  would  have  been  instantly  reported  to  liie  fathen 
of  the  inquisilion.  Why,  what  a  poor  and  miseridbila  Ml 
must  you  have  imagined  me  to  be !  How  came  you  in^ 
my  cell  ?  Had  you  a  secret  key  by  which  you  faand  your 
way  hi&er  unknown  ?  Could  you  eVer  have  come  into  m3F 
4ipartmeht,  if  yon  had  not  been  employed?  You  fawa 
4ipon<me,  and  are  the  tame  and  passive  agent  of  my  mei^ 
dless  destroyers  !  Shame  on  such  base  and  perfidious  prO* 
ceedings !  Is  ibis  religion,  ibat  you  should  flstt^  and 
ctQole  and  lie  to  a  man,  purely  that  you  may  have  tbe  gri^ 
tifioation  at  last  of  burning  him  alive?  If  yon  or  your 
masters  can  make  out  any  thing  to  my  disadvantagi^  let 
them  make  it  out  in  the  way  of  fabr  and  open  trial,*by  die 
lirodaction  of  diisct  evidence,  and  cafiing  on  me  f <xr  m jr 
defence.  They  style  ^emselves  die  champions  of  ChriJBt- 
endom  and  ornaments  of  our  holy  fadth ;  lAaj  inretend  to 
asi'  extra6rdinal:y  degree  of  sanctity,  and  would  havettU  mon 
bow  down  in  mute  reverence  and  utonidiment  at  tMt 
godliness ;  'and  yet  tibey  have  recourse  to  meana^so  baao, 
idiat  the  most  proiUgate  and  abandoned  tyrant  ut|xnL 
ixtcard  wovM  have  dMained  to  em^Vyy  idQef&.«     ^^MX^>«^fc 
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M8ie  the  judges  and  asaeflsora  of  the  coort  in  whose  prisn 
I  standi  even  they  acorn  the  meanness  of  the  perfidiooB  task 
IB  which  you  have  engaged." 

The  yehemenoe  I  put  into  the  sappiessed  and  nnder-tone 
with  which  I  delivered  these  reproaches^  seemed  to  produce 
no  emotion  in  my  guest.  He  dropped  his  staff  upon  his 
shoulder ;  he  meekly  folded  his  arms-  upon  his  hosom^  and 
answered,  that  he  had  long  since  learned  to  hear  every 
fiontumely  for  the  cause  of  Grod  and  the  Redeemer :  tbey 
were  heaven.directed  diastisements,  which  his  manifidd  sins 
and  iniquities  had  amply  deserved. 

"  Hypocrite ! "  replied  I,  "  would  you  make  me  hdieve 
that  a  conscientious  motive  can  prompt  such  conduct  as 
yours,  can  mould  your  features  into  a  treacherous  expres- 
sion of  kindness,  and  fill  your  mouth  with  lies  and  decep- 
tions innumerahle  ?  " 

"  No  proceedings,"  rejoined  he,  with  an  unaltered  air, 
"  are  base,. that  God  and  his  church  prescribe.  I  take  up 
the  cross  with  cheerfulness,  and  glory  in  my  shame.  The 
more  ignominious  in  the  eyes  of  an  unr^enerate  world  is 
my  conduct,  the  more  entire  and  implicit  does  it  prove  xny 
obedioice  to  be." 

My  heart  swelled  within  me  as  he  talked.  I  ooidd  lend 
•0  attention  to  such  despicable  cant,  and  was  ashamed  to 
see  the  most  profligate  conduct  assuming  to  itself  the  pi^B- 
tensions  to  an  extraordinary  degree  of  sanctity  and  disin- 
twestedneas. 

"  Come,  come,"  said  I,  ''  dissemblo* ;  I  know  that  no^ 
thing  could  buy  a  man  to  so  kn&some  an  office  but  money. 
You  are  some  galley-slave,  some  wretch,  who  by  your  com. 
plicated  crimes  have  forfeited  your  life  to  the  community, 
and  aie  now  permitted  to  earn  a  miserable  existence  by 
lying  in  wait  for  the  unfortunate,  and  engaging  in  arts  at 
wfaidi  humanity  shudders.  I  ttke  you  upon  your  own 
terms ;  you  are  the  man  I  want.  A^Aeit  me  to  esci^ ;  go 
with  me  to  some  safer  and  less  cruel  country ;  I  will  re- 
ward you  to  the  extent  of  your  wishes.  Give  me  your 
hand ;  an  estate  of  six  thousand  pfstoles  per  annum,  with- 
out further  condition,  waits  your  acceptance.  I  invoke  all 
tbe  powers^,  saoed  to  truth  and  punishers  of  dscet^  to 
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witness^  that  I  have  ability  to  make  good  the  whole  of  what 
I  promise." 

While  I  spoke^  I  could  perceive  an  extraordinary  revo- 
kition  taking  place  in  my  guest.  The  meekness  and  tran- 
^piillity  of  his  countenance  subsided;  his  eye  became 
animated  and  alive.  I  hailed  die  auspicious  omen ;  I  urged 
my  proposal  with  all  the  impetuosity  I  could  exert  and  all 
the  arguments  I  could  devise.  At  length  I  paused.  I 
looked  again  at  the  countenance  of  the  mosca;  I  was  leas 
pleased  than  before.  The  expression  did  not  seem  to  be 
that  of  assent  and  congratulation ;  it  was  rather  of  horrot' 
«id  alarm. 

*^  St.  Jago^  and  all  the  saints  and  angels  of  heaven^  pro* 
tect  me!"  exclaimed  he.  "What  do  I  hear?  A  full 
confession  of  guilt !  And  art  thou  dien  the  confederate  of 
the  prince  of  the  powers  of  darkness  }  If  we  were  not  here^ 
in  the  holy  house  of  inquisition^  I  should  die  at  this  moment 
with  fear  that  the  roof  would  fall  and  crush  us  together. 
I  should  expect  hell  to  swallow  me  alive^  for  being  found  in 
thy  unhallowed  society."  He  trembled  with  every  expression 
of  the  sincerest  terror  and  aversion. 

^^  '  Thy  money  perish  with  diee/  thou  second  Elymas^ 
like  him  ^  fall'  of  all  subtlety  and  mischief,  child  of  the 
devil^  enemy  of  all  righteousness !'  Blasted  be  thy  oilmi ! 
Have  I  for  this  devoted  myself  to  the  service  of  God^  as. 
siduously  sought  out  the  basest  and  vilest  offices  of  that 
service^  and  loaded  myself  with  ignominy  here^  that  I  might 
obtain  a  crown  of  glory  hereafter  ?  and  am  I  now  to  be  as- 
sinilted  with  the  worst  of  Satan's  temptations  ?  Even  9o, 
Lord^  if  such  be  thy  wiU !  Oh^  poor^  miseraUe^  deluded 
victim  of  the  arch-deceiver  of  mankind^  what  has  the  devil 
done  for  thee  }  He  has  persuaded  thee  that  thoU  art  rich ; 
and  thou  wantest  every  joy  and  every  necessary  of  life. 
He  has  promised  to  be  diy  friend ;  and  he  brings  thee  to 
the  fs^got  and  flames  in  ibis  worlds  as  an  earnest  of  thy 
etanal  damnation  hereafter." 

My  visiter  had  no  sooner  thus  poured  out  the  tim^t  and 
agitation'  of  his  soul^  than  he  left  me  abruptly^  and  I  saw 
Ism  no  more.  '^ 

.c  Such  was  the  eFent  of  my  attempt  to \wiOaei)&fcQS&>R«»«i^ 
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Ihe  inquisitioii.  In  my  first  experinmit  I  ^cnild  not  even  obi 
tain  a  hearing ;  in  what  foUowed^  my  proposals  were  rejected 
with  all  the  transports  of  religions  ahhorrenee.  Whatt 
ofeed  indeed^  however  dazsling  in  the  statement,  had  M 
in  &ct  the  natm!e  of  a  tonptation.  He  to  whom  I  addreMrf 
il  gave  no  credit  to  my  assertions ;  he  thought  that  I  wii 
the  mere  drivelling  dupe  of  him  he  called  the  ardudeoeiyeF' 
of  mankind,  or  that  my  money,  when  possessed,  would  sooa 
dMUi0e  its  figure,  and  from  seemiBg  pieces  of  solid  coin  U 
Qsnitrfeed  into  pieees  of  horn  or  of  shells.  Even  if  he  ha^ 
not  apprdhended  such  a  metamcurphosis,  he  would  yet  hs# 
regarded  every  doubloon  he  received  as  the  price  of  Mi 
OQAtinQal  adversity  here,  and  damnation  hereafter.  I  gained 
QMXlhing  favoiBcahle  for  my  situation  by  the  trial  I  had  madef 
hut  I  added  a  new  chapter  to  my  knowledge  of  huimv 
^atare.  I  Ibund,  that  to  be  a  knave,  it  was  not  necesstry 
to  be  an  infidd:  I  corrected  the  too  hasty  oondnslon  whidf 
I  had  adi^ted  with  the  rest  of  my  contemporaries,  lliae  hM 
whose  conduct  was  infamous,  must  inevitahly^  be  destitBie 
of  reUgjpus  impressions  and  belief ;  and  I  became  satisM 
that  a  man,  while  he  practised  every  vice  that  *  can  diagnoe 
himan  natore,  might  imagine  he  was  doing  Grod  service. 

£noug^  of  the  interior  of  the  prison  of  the  inquisitiiMir 
I  tMoained  a  tenant  of  this  virretched  mansion  twelve  yesii^ 
TiM>ttgh  the  wretch  who  had  been  placed  upon  me  as  a  spy, 
was,  firom  my  proposal  to  him,  satisfied  of  my  gtiil^  ^ 
8apeiifli>s  were  not  so.  They  found  nothing  in  what  h6 
reported  definitive  as  to  the  nature  of  my  unlawful  ^lie^ 
tlses^  and  they  could  extort  &om  me  no  further  amfessioi^ 
Thfl^  l^eis£we  adhered  to  their  favourite  maxmi,  to  avaiji 
the  precipitate  mistakes  of  other  tribunals,  and  to  slloir 
tbeir  prisoner  fidl  time  to  develop  his  guilt,  or,  as  they  ptH 
t^Otfled,  to  establish  his  innocence.  Perhi^s  too  the  ten^^ 
of  the  prince  who  now  filled  the  Spanish  throne,  ooniti^ 
hqjted  to  my  safety.  They  could  npl'  content  themselvei 
with  a  less  punishment  for  so  obstinate  and  inocnrigihle  a 
hevedc,  than  that  of  the  flames ;  but,  during  the  reigd  d 
the  emperor  Charles,  this  species  of  punishment  fothaegf. 
was  rarely  inflicted^  and  only  one  or  two  contomacioufl^  it 
intervals^  were  ddlveKd  o^ex  xa  ^(^  «»iQ^>as5i»9t  ^  a  tdnsi 
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nhe  institation  whose  Tictiin  I  had  heoome^  looked  for  a 
Lcsher  and  more  abundant  harvest  from  the  welLknown 
»i.et7  and  zeal  of  his  successor. 

I  pass  over  the  rest  of  the  years  of  my  tedious  impri* 
iopipent    They  had  in  them  a  sad  and  death-'like  «ni- 
EoTxnity.     What  surpriang  or  agreeafaie  adTentures  ean  be 
3$aLpected  from  a  man  closed  up  within  die  four  wbUa  of  t^ 
dungeon  ?  Yet  it  is  not  altogether  thft  uniformity  of  iM$ 
period  that  determines  me  not  to  dwdU  upon  and  eitpand  it. 
X*welve  years  cannot  pass  in  the  life  of  man  without  many 
Koepiorable  incidents  and  occurrences.      He  that  should  be' 
Iraried  aliv^  iq,  the  deepest  cavern  of  the  earlii,  if  <fae  were 
not  «a  idiotj.pr  incapable  of  the  taisk  of  naKradoD^'and  tould 
snibi^  twelve  years  in  that  situation^  oould-  tdi  of  things 
ihskt  Qccu^ed  U>  hSm,  that  might  fill  the  busy  man  ol>  l^ 
world  with  thoughts  and  speculation  almost  to  bm«tiikg:    i 
mighi  unfold  the  secrets  of  my  prison-house^  bat  thai  1' 
inrill  iiot.     I  refuse  the  consequences  of  tiiait  story  both  to- 
TDj  readers  and  myself.     I  have  no-  indination  to  ddve  tii6 
most  deUcatc^or  susceptible  of  my  readers  mad  with  hotvors. 
I  could  convince  such^  if  sudi  tiiece  are,  who  suppose  my 
faculties  wfere  altogedier  benumbed  or  dead^  that  it  was^not 
so.     I  did  indeed  pass  daySj,  perhaps  weeks,  in  a  oDfMMtlon 
of  that  sort.    3ut  at  other  times  my  uobiI  was  rottsei^  and 
became  busy,  restless^  impatient,  and  inventive.     Th^pO'waa 
no  mode  of  escape  that  I  did  not  rummate  upon  or  attempt; 
not  to  rneh^on  that,  thou^  my  body  was  restroiiied,  my 
ipiAd  occasionally  soared  to  the  furthest  regions  of  the  «6- 
pyr^an,  or  plunged  into  the  deepest  of  the  recesses  in  wMdi 
nature  conceals  her  operations.    All  ^systems  of  philoso« 
phising  became  familiar  to  me.     I  revolved  ev^  difl^rent 
^bl^  that  has  been  constructed  respecting  the  invisibie 
powers  that  superintend  the  events  of  the  boundless  universe; 
and  I  fearlessly  traced  out  and  devel^ied  the  bddest  <xhW 
j^ctures  and  assertions  of  dooaonism  or  aliieisttk.    As  liie 
huuMimr  of  the  moment  led  met,  I  deriwd  misery  or  eottsO* 
lotion  from  ea^  of  these  systems  in  th^  turn.— ..But  mo* 
]|uffy,  bitter  memory,  unpeseeived  by  its  kwd,  is  #ciiteg  my 
pen,  and  running  away  inthmyjiarrative.  Snough,  eDOiq(lt 
ot.tbe  interior  of  ths  foison  of  the  inquisitloB  \ 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Fbiup  the  Second^  king  of  Spain^  succeeded  to  the  thnae 
of  that  monarchy  ahout  the  dose  of  the  year  1555 ;  but 
his  affairs  in  England  and  the  Netherlands  long  withhdd 
him  from  visiting  his  heloved  country^  and  he  did  not  resdi 
its  shores,  after  a  seven  years'  Ahsence,  till  the  twenty-ninth 
of  August,  1559*  It  may  he  thought  that  a  puhlic  event 
of  this  sort  could  he  little  interesting  to  me,  a  forgotten 
prisoner,  immured  in  the  dungeons  of  the  inquisition. 
The  fact  was  odierwise.  The  king  was  desirous  of  distin- 
guishing his  arrival  on  his  native  soil  hy  some  sploidki 
exhihition  or  memorahle  event,  that  should  at  once  exprea 
his  piety  to  God,  and  conduce  to  the  felicity  of  his  peopk: 
and  he  could  think  of  nothing  that  so  signally  united 
these  characters  as  an  Auto  de  Fi.  The  Lutheran  heresy, 
which  in  the  course  of  forty  years  had  spread  its  poison  so 
widely  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  had  not  failed 
to  scatter  a  few  of  its  noxious  seeds  even  in  this,  the 
purest  and  most  Catholic  of  all  its  divisions.  But  Philip 
had  early  proclaimed  his  hostility  against  this  innovation ; 
end,  prostrating  himsdf  hefore  die  image  of  his  Saykw, 
had  earnestly  besought  the  divine  majesty,  '^  that  he  jadf^ 
never  suffer  himself  to  be,  or  to  he  called,  the  lord  of  those 
in  any  comer  of  the  globe,  who  should  deny  Him  the 
Lord."  Previously  to  his  arrival  in  Spain,  directions  bad 
been  given,  and  arrangements  made,  respecting  the  pious 
and  solemn  exhibition  he  demanded.  Formerly  those  who 
by  the  fathers  of  the  inquisition  had  been  delivered  over  to 
the  secular  arm,  had  been  executed  in  the  different  places 
where  their  crimes  had  heeai  committed,  or  their  trials  been 
held :  but  now  it  was  proposed  that  all  those  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  were  found  properly  qualified  to  satisfy 
by  their  deadis  the  sublime  taste  of  the  royal  saint,  should 
be  divided  into  two  troops,  and  sent,  the  one  to  Seville, 
long  the  capital  of  an  illustrious  monarchy,  and  the  otho* 
tp  Valladolid,  which  had  the  honour  to  be  the  birthplaoe 
of  the  present  aoveidga.    T\i!&  ttov^  ^«esdsA<^  tA  feed  the 
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flames  at  Seville  was  cpmposed  of  fifty  pa*sons^  many  of 
them  distinguished  for  theur  rank^  their  talents^  or  their 
virtues.  The  troop  to  he  escorted  to  Valladolid^  of  which 
I  was  a  member^  tonounted  cmly  to  thirty  :  hat  to  compen. 
mste  this  deficiency^  I^iilip  himself  had  signified  his  gracious 
iziiention  to  he  present^  together  with  the  heir  apparent  and 
his  whole  oourt^  at  that  exhihition.  The  Spanish  nation^ 
x^oicing  in  the  approadi  of  a  monarch  who  was  horn  , 
among  them^  whose  manners  and  temper  happily  accorded 
<vkh  theirs^  and  whom  they  helieved  ahout  to  fix  his  per. 
^petual  residence  in  their  land^  expected  him  with  aU  the 
longings  of  the  most  ardent  attachment.  We^  the  unhappy 
victims  of  pious  and  inquisitorial  tyranny,  also  expected  him. 
Our  hearts  did  not  pant  with  a  less  heating  quickness; 
though  ourfanxiety  arose  from  emotions  <^  a  different  nature. 

Valladolid  is  distant  from  the  metropolis  eighty-four 
miles.  We  had  already  heen  some  weeks  prepared  for  this 
journey,  and  piously  directed  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness 
to  take  our  part  in  the  solemn  national  sacrifice.  We 
waited  however  to  receive  a  previous  notice  of  the  day  on 
which  the  monarch  would  enter  the  place  of  his  hirtii, 
fliaee  so  great  was  his  royal  zeal  for  the  cause  of  religion 
and  civil  society,  that  he  would  not  consent  to  he  ahsent 
frsm  any  part  of  the  spectacle ;  and  accordingly  it  was  not 
diowed  us  to  enter  the  scene  of  our  final  destination,  tiM  ^ 
the  Jdng  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  should  be  already  on  the 
^)ot,  and  prepared  to  receive  us.  The  auto  da  fi  per- 
farmed  at  Seville  had  the  precedence  of  ours :  it  took  place 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September  ;  and  we  were  indulged 
whh  an  accurate  account  of  it,  and  were  present  at  a  pul^ 
leading  of  the  record  of  the  act^  in  the  chapel  of  our  prison, 
previously  to  our  removal  from  the  metropolis. 

I  wiU  not  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  scene  of  this 
reading,  though  the  recollection  will  never  be  effaced  from 
my  memory.  Of  the  persons  present  who  were  destined  to 
aui^  capital  pimishment,  eight  were  women.  Four  of 
^em  were  taken  from  a  single  family,  being  a  grandmother, 
a  mother,  and  two  daughters  of  the  noble  house  of  Aleak. 
They  had  all  been  beautiful  of  person,  and  of  a  ^wsrSns^. 
figure  ;  the  youDgest  of  the  daughters  w«»  in.  ibft  iiVafeXfcssoSiEL 
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year  of  her  age.  Their  crime^  together  with  that  <^  ifae 
migority  of  their  feUow-sufierers^  was  obstinate  and  imp^ 
nitent  Lutheranism.  The  seats  of  the  women  were  separ^ 
ated  from  the  rest^  and  fronted  with  a  dose  lattioe.  Hie 
men  were  twentyUwo  in  number^  and  their  appearance  ir«f 
truly  impressive.  Their  persons  were  neglected,  and  ihtk 
figures  emaciated ;  their  eyes  were  sunk  and  ghastly^  mi 
their  complexions  of  a  sallow  and  deathlike  white.  Moi( 
of  them  were  crippled  by  their  long  confinemient  and  tfat 
severities  they  had  endured,  and  were  supported  to  their 
se^ts,  upon  an  elevated  scaffolding  with  benches  raised  on( 
above  another,  by  two  apparators,  one  on  each  side. of  tlip 
condemned  heretic  God  of  mercy  and  benevolence !  is  it 
possible  that  this  scene  should  be  regarded  as  thy  triumpb) 
and  the  execution  destined  to  follow,  as  a  sacrifice  acp^ 
able  in  thy  sight  ?  If  these  papers  of  mine  are  ever  po- 
duced  to  light,  may  it  not  happen  that  they  shall  first  be 
read  by  a  distant  posterity,  who  will,  refuse  to  believe*  dut 
their  fathers  were  ever  mad  enough  to  subject  each  other  to 
so  horrible  a  treatment,  merely  because  they  were  imaUe. 
to  adopt  each  odier's  opinions  ?  Oh,  no !  human  affiurs, 
like  the  waves  of  the  ocean,  are  merely  in  a  state  of  ebh 
and  flowt  '^  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun:"  tw» 
centuries  perhaps  after  Philip  the  Second  shall  be  gatheie^^ 
to  his  ancestors  [he  died  in  1598],  men  shall  learn  Of er 
again  to  persecute  each  other  for  conscience  sake;  oth^ 
anabaptists  or  levellers  shall  furnish  pretexts  for  new  per!4>i 
secutions ;  other  inquisitors  shaU  arise  in  the  most  enlighWi 
ened  tracts  of  Europe ;  and  professors  from  their  chaii> 
sheltering  their  intolerance  under  the  great  names  of  Am* 
totle  and  Cicero,  shall  instruct  their  scholars,  that  a  hete- 
rodox doctrine  is  the  worst  of  crimes,  and  that  thephilsiu 
thropy  and  purity  of  heart  in  which  it  is  maintained,  only 
render  its  defenders  the  more  worthy  to  be  extirpated. 

What  were  die  ideas  and  reflections  of  my  fellows,  seated 
on  the  benches  above,  below,  and  on  either  side  of  me,  I 
am  unable  to  affirm;  my  own  could  not  fedl  to  be  pungeat 
and  distressing.  I  understood  continually  more  and  mere 
of  the  mysterious  and  unuttered  history,  of  the  strai^ier 
who  died  in  the  suxamei-Wase  oi  ^<&  Vik&  q£  Qonstanoe: 
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1  found  that  I  was  only  acting'  over  again  what  he  had 
experienced  hefore  me.  His  legacies  had  served  to  involve 
dm;  in  the  bitterest  and  most  unheard  of  miseries^  but  were 
wholly  destitute  of  ability  to  rescue  from  the  evils  them- 
^Ives  created.  Unbounded  wealth  I  found  to  have  no 
power  to  bribe  the  dastard  slaves  of  religious  bigotry ;  and 
^e  eliidr  of  immortality^  though  it  could  cure  disease^  and 
put  to  flight  the  approaches  of  age^  was  impotent  to  repel 
the  fervour  of  devouring  flames.  I  might  have  been  happy 
"i  ^  '• '  I  was  happy  when  the  stranger  found  me.  I  might 
have  lived  to  a  virtuous  and  venerable  old  age^  and  have 
diied  in  the  arms  of  my  posta-ity.  The  stranger  had  given 
ine  weidth^  and  I  was  now  poorer  than  the  peasant  who 
imhdfers  amidst  polar  snows.  The  stranger  had  given  me 
immortality^  and  in  a  few  days  I  was  to  expire  in  excru-. 
eiating  tortures;  He  found  me  tranquil^  contented^  in  the 
tttidst  of  simple^  yet  inestimable  pleasures ;  he  Inreathed  into 
iAe  the  restless  sentiinent  of  ambition;  and  it  was  that  sen. 
dment  which  at  length  had  placed  me  on  high  in  the  chapel 
c^  the  prison  of  the  Catholic  Inquisition. 

Ottr  progress  to  Valladolid  was  slow  and  solemn^  and 
occupied  a  space  of  no  less  dian  four  days.  On  the  even- 
mg  of  the  fourth  day  we  approached  that  city.  The  king 
tOid  his  court  came  out-  to  meet  us.  He  saluted  the  in- 
quisitor general  with  all  the  demonstrations  of  the  deepest 
i^bmission  and  humility;  and  then/ having  yielded  him 
the  place  of  honour^  turned  round  his  horse^  and  accom- 
panied us  to  Valladolid.  The  cavalcade  that  attended  the 
king  broke  into  two  flles^  and  received  us  in  the  midst  of 
tivem.  The  whole  city  seemed  to  empty  itself  on  this  me- 
mol'ftble  occasion ;  and  the  multitudes  that  crowded  along 
die  road,  and  were  scattered  in  the  neighbouring  fields^ 
were  innumerable.  The  day  was  now  closed ;  and  the  pro- 
cession went  forward  amidst  the  light  of  a  thousand  torches. 
We,  die  condemned  of  the  inquisition^  had  been  conducted 
from  the  metropolis  upon  tumbrils ;  but,  as  we  arrived  at 
the  gates  of  VaUadolid,  we  were  commanded,  for  the  greater 
humlLiation,  to  alight  and  proceed  on  foot  to  the  place  of 
otir  confinement,  as  many  as  could  not  walk  mlVvwA  ^s^- 
sistance  being  supported   by  the  attendants,    ^^  ^«tfe 
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neither  chained  nor  bound ;  the  practice  of  the  inquisition 
being  to  deliver  the  condemned  upon  such  occasions  into 
the  hands  of  two  sureties  each^  who  placed  thei^  charge  in 
the  middle  between  ihem ;  and  men  of  the  most  respectal)le 
characters  were  accustomed  from  religious  motives  to  sue 
for  this  melancholy  office. 

Dejected  and  despairing  I  entered  the  streets  of  the  city, 
no  object  present  to  the  eyes  of  my  mind  but  that  of  my 
approaching  execution.  The  crowd  was  vast ;  the  confti- 
sion  inexpressible.  As  we  passed  by  the  end  of  a  nturow 
lane,  the  horse  of  one  of  the  guards  who  rode  exactly  in  a 
line  with  roe^  plunged  and  reared  in  a  violent  manner,  and 
at  length  threw  his  rider  upon  the  pavement.  Others  of 
the  horse-guards  attempted  to  catch  the  bridle  of  the  en- 
raged  animal.  They  rushed  against  each  other.  Several 
of  the  crowd  were  thrown  down,  and  trampled  under  tbe 
horses*  feet.  The  shrieks  of  these,  and  the  loud  cries  and 
exclamations  of  the  bystanders,  mingled  in  confused  and 
discordant  chorus.  No  sound,  no  object  could  be  distin- 
guished. From  the  excess  of  the  tumult  a  sudden  thonglit 
darted  into  my  mind,  where  all,  an  instant  before,  had  been 
relaxation  and  despair.  Two  or  three  of  the  horses  putted 
forward  in  a  particular  direction.  A  moment  after  tfaey 
resiled  with  equal  violence,  and  left  a  wide,  but  transitory 
gap.  My  project  was  no  sooner  conceived  than  executed. 
Weak  as  I  had  just  now  felt  myself,  a  supernatural  tide  of 
strength  seemed  to  come  over  me.  I  sprung  ^way  with  all 
imaginable  impetuosity,  and  rushed  down  the  lane  I  have 
just  mentioned.  Every  one  amidst  the  confusion  was  at- 
tentive to  his  personal  safety,  and  several  minutes  elapsed 
before  I  was  mk»ed. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


In  the  lane  every  thing  was  silent,  and  the  darkness  was 
extreme.  Man,  woman^  and  child  were  gone  out  to  view 
the  procession.  For  some  time  I  could  scarcely  distinguisb 
a  single  .object ;  tihe  doot^  axvd  -mw-^ow^  -wet^  vik  ^l^ced.  I 
now  chanced  to  come  to  aa  o^ew  ^^ot  %  ^Vviwcc^X  'kssr  ^^ 
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one  but  an  old  man^  who  was  busy  over  some  metallic  work 
at  a  chafing-dish  of  fire.  I  had  no  room  for  choice ;  I 
expected  every  moment  to  hear  the  myrmidons  of  the  in- 
quisition at  my  heels.  I  rushed  in ;  I  impetuously  closed 
the  door,  and  bolted  it ;  I  then  seized  the  old  man  by  the 
collar  of  his  shirt  with  a  determined  grasp,  and  swore  ve- 
hemently that  I  would  annihilate  him  that  instant,  if  he 
did  not  consent  to  afford  me  assistance.  Though  for  some 
time  I  had  perhaps  been  feebler  than  he,  the  terror  that 
now  drove  me  on,  rendered  me  comparatively  a  giant.  He 
intreated  me  to  permit  him  to  breathe,  and  promised  to  do 
whatever  I  should  desire.  I  looked  round  the  apartment, 
and  saw  a  rapier  hanging  against  the  wall,  of  which  I  in- 
stantly proceeded  to  make  myself  master.  While  I  was 
doing  this,  my  involimtary  host,  who  was  extremely  ter- 
rified at  my  procedure,  nimbly  attempted  to  slip  by  me  and 
rush  into  the  street.  With  difficulty  I  caught  hold  of  his 
arm,  and,  pulling  him  back,  put  the  point  of  my  rapier  to 
his  breast,  solemnly  assuring  him  that  no  consideration  on 
earth  should  save  him  from  my  fiiry,  if  he  attempted  to 
escape  a  second  time.  He  immediately  dropped  on  his 
knees,  and  with  the  most  piteous  accents  intreated  me  to 
spare  his  life.  I  told  him  that  I  was  no  robber,  that  I  did 
not  intend  him  the  slightest  harm,  and  that,  if  he  would 
implicitly  yield  to  my  direction,  he  might  assure  himself 
he  never  should  have  reason  to  repent  his  compliance,  By 
this  declaration  the  terrors  of  the  old  man  were  somewhat 
appeased.  I  took  the  opportunity  of  this  calm  to  go  to  the 
street  door,  which  I  instantly  locked,  and  put  the  key  in 
my  bosom. 

Nothing  but  the  most  fortunate  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances could  have  thus  forwarded  my  escape.  The  rearing 
of  the  horse  of  the  life-guardsman  was  purely  accidental. 
The  concourse  and  press  of  the  crowd  from  all  sides  could 
alone  have  rendered  this  circumstance  of  any  magnitude. 
The  gap  which  was  made  by  the  pushing  forwards  and  re^ 
siling  of  the  horses  continued  barely  long  enough  for  me  to 
spring  through,  and  closed  again  in  an  instant.  It  is  asto- 
nidiing  that  the  thought  of  escape  should  have  t3\>\%  ^^4- 
denly  darted  into  my  mind,  which^  but  &\iiOTs:i£xA.\»Vst^, 
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in  ft  state  of  di^ectiMi>  ^quaOy  inccnipfttible 
vity  ftnd  with  hope.     That  Jn  the  hme  down  which  I 
I  diould  have  met  no  human  creature^  and  that  the  fint 
open  door  I  saw  should  lead  to  the  reaidenee  of  a  decvi^M 
old  man,  who  appeared  to  he  its  sing^  inhabiliaiit,  were 
oooorrenoes  equally  extraoidinafy,  yet  seem  to  have  been 
both  indispensable  to  my  safety.    One  point  more  coD" 
corred  wi^  this  fortunate  tndny  and  assisted  to  still  the 
palpitations  of  my  beating  heart :  I  percetTed,  by  certain 
indications  in  the  countenance  of  my  host,  that  he  was  by 
parentsge  a  Jew.     I  presendy  concluded,  that  he  was  what 
in  Spain  they  denominate  a  new  christian  ;  for  that  other- 
wise he  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  reside  at  larger  in  a 
Spanish  city.     But,  upon  that  supposition,  I  did  not  believe 
that  Christianity  was  very  deeply  mingled  up  in  him  with 
the  vital  prindple :  the  converts  of  the  inquisition  are  not 
conspicuous  for  their  sincerity.     Now,  then,  for  the  first 
time  I  bought,  in  the  course  of  twelve  years,  I  had  oppar-- 
tnnlty  to  communicate  with  a  man,  whose  soul  was  not 
enslaved  to  the  blood-thirsty  superstition  of  this  devoted 
country.    All  I  had  seen  during  the  period  of  niy  confine- 
ment were  hyenas,  tigers,  and  crocodiles — ihey  weire  not  men. 
I  had  no  sooner  soothed  my  host  into  a  temper  to  listen 
to  my  story^  than  I  told  him  with  all  imaginable  finmkness 
whence  I  came,  and  to  what  I  had  been  destined.     The 
mention  of  sorcery  however^  and  preternatural  practices,  I 
8npi»es8ed ;  for  I  suspected  that  persons  of  all  reM^ns 
entertained  an  equal  horror  against  these.     I  suffered  him 
to  imagine  diat  the  allegation  against  me  had  been  the  crime 
of  heresy :  all  sects  of  the  christian  superstition  might  be  sup« 
posed  equally  obnoxious  or  acceptal^  to  a  Jew.     I  emphst* 
tically  appealed  to  the  persecutions  which  had  been  so  k>ng 
directed  against  the  religion  of  his  ancestors,  and  observed 
how  disgraceful  it  would  be  in  him  to  assist  the  epetatkm 
of  a  principle,  the  effects  of  which  his  fathers  had  so  deeply 
deplored,  and  so  perfectly  abhorred.     I  assured  him  that  I 
would  bring  him  into  no  danger,  and  that  all  I  asked  was 
the  protection  of  a  few  hours :  I  would  leave  him  in  the 
eonrse  of  the  following  day,  and  he  should  hear  of  me  no 
more.     I  reminded  him,  that  the  danger  he  had  to  fecr 
was  in  betraying,  not  in  protecting  me.     The  inquisition 
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looked  «poii  every  new  christian  with  an  eye  of  Oie  leYecest 
jealousy ;  and  the  mere  fact^  if  known^  that  I  had  taken 
lelFl^e,  in  his  house^  would  infaUihly  sul^ject  him,  to  the 
purgatum  of  a  temporary  imprisonmient  in  their  dungeons. 
It  would  be  in  yain  for  him  to  affirm  that  he  had  no  ohoick 
in  what  had  occurred ;  he  was  without  a  witness  to  confinnri 
his  rdation,  and  the  assertions  of  a  man  born  of  Jewish 
psdrents  never  obtained  credit  in  the  court  of  the  inquisition. 
I  added^  with  solemn  asseyerations^  that  the  moment  I  set 
£oot  b^ond  the  territory  of  Spain^  I  would  remit  to  him 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  pistoles  as  an  ackno\?ledgment  for 
his  kindness. 

Punng  the  whde  of  my  discourse^  I  watched  his  coun- 
lenanoe  with  the  utmost  minuteness.  It  gradually  relaxed 
jQrom  the  terror  which  had  at  first  appeared  in  it,  to  ex- 
pressions of  compassion  'and  complacence.  I  saw  nothing 
that  ought  to  alarm  me.  When  it  was  his  turn  to  speaks 
he  earnestly  assured  me  that  he  took  a  warm  interest  in 
my  story^  and  would  cheerfully  perform  every  thing  I  re- 
quired. He  was  happy  that  my  favourable  stars  had  led 
me  to  his  habitation^  and  would  rqjoice,  to  the  latest  hour 
of  his  existence,  if  they  rendered  him  instrumental  in  pre- 
s^ving  the  life  of  a  human  being  from  so  deplorable  a 
catastrophe.  While  I  talked  to  him,  I  easily  perceived  that 
the  arguments  I  used,  which  produced  the  most  sensible 
effect  upon  his  features,  were  those  of  the  dangers  arising 
to  him  from  betraying  me,  and  the  reward  of  six  hundred 
^stoles  which  I  promised  him  in  the  event  of  my  success. 
His  motives  however  were  blended  together  in  his  mind;  and 
he  had  no  sooner  formed  a'determination,  grounded  perhaps 
upon  the  meanest  considerations,  than  he  became  eloquent 
in  a  panegyric  of  his  own  benevolence,  by  which  he  was 
tkot,  I  believe,  more  anxious  to  impose  upon  me^  than  to 
put  the  change  upon  himself.  I  considered  all  that  he  said^ 
his  gestures^  and  the  very  tones  of  his  voice,  with  eager 
anxiety ;  the  terror  of  the  inquisition  penetrated  to  the 
marrow  in  my  bones;  and  the  fate  awarded  against  me  by 
that  court  became  inexpressibly  more  horriMe  to  my  thoughts^ 
now  that  I  saw  the  probability  of  escaping  it.  Evec^  thSxk% 
that  I  oiiiseryed  in  the  Jew  was  apj^axenti^  is^>  ^^^^ak^ss^^^ 
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and  MOOttnging ;  bat  notkkig  had  paniiper  to  quell  the  agi- 
tatioDB  of  my  apprehenuYe  iouL 

We  were  still  engaged  in  diacuising  the  topics  I  have 
mentioned^  when  I  waa  suddenly  aknned  by  the  noiae  of 
some  one  stining  in  the  inner  apartment.     I  had  looked 
into  this  room^  and  had  perceived  nothing  bat  the  bed  upoii 
whieh  the  old  man  nightly  reposed  himself.     I  sproi^  ap 
however  at  the  sounds  and,  perceiving  that  the  door  had  a 
bolt  <Hi  the  outside,  I  eagerly  fastened  it.     I  then  turned 
to  Mordecai,  such  previoui^y  to  his  conversion  had  beeir 
the  name  of  my  host :  "  Wretch,"  said  I,  ''  did  not  yon 
assure  me  that  there  was  no  one  but  yourself  in  the  houae?" 
''  Oh,*'  cried  M<»rdecai,  ''  it  is  my  child  I  it  is  my  child ! 
she  went  into  the  inner  apartment,  and  has  fallen  asleep  on 
the  bed."     ''  Beware  !''  I  answered ;  ''  the  slightest  fa2s&> 
hood  more  shall  instantly  be  expiated  in  your  blood."    "  I 
call  Abraham  to  witness,''  rgoined  the  once  nM>re  tenified 
Jew,  ''it  is  my  child!  only  my  child!"     '' TeD  me," 
cried  I,  with  severity  of  accent,  "  how  old  is  this  diiM?" 
''  Only  five  years,"  said  Mordecai :  ''  my  dear  Leah  died 
when  her  babe  was  no  more  than  a  year  old ;  and,  though 
we  had  several  children^  this  single  one  has  survived  her/' 
''  Speak  to  your  child ;  let  me  hear  her  voice !"    He  spoke 
to  her,  and  she  answered,  "  Father,  I  want  to  come  ont" 
I  was  satisfied  it  was  the  voice  of  a  little  girl.     I  turned  to 
the  Jew :  ''  Take  care,"  said  I,  "  how  you  deceive  me 
now ;  is  there  no  other  person  in  that  room  ?  "     He  im* 
precated  a  curse  on  himself  if  there  were :  I  opened  the 
door  with  caution,  and  the  little  girl  came  forward.    As 
soon  as  I  saw  her,  I  seized  her  with  a  rapid  motion,  and 
retired  back  to  a  chair.    "  Man,"  said  I,  "  you  have  trifled 
with  me  too  rashly ;  you  have  not  considered  what  I  am 
escaped  from,  and  what  I  have  to  fear ;  from  this  moment 
this  child  shall  be  the  pledge  of  my  safety;  I  will  not  part 
with  her  an  instant  as  long  as  I  remain  in  your  house;  and 
with  this  rapier  in  my  hand  I  will  {nerce  her  to  the  heart, 
the  moment  I  am  led  to  imagine  that  I  am  no  longer  in 
safety.    The  Jew  trembled  at  my  resolution;  the  emotions 
of  a  father  worked  in  his  features,  and  glistened  in  his  eye* 
"At  least  let  me  kiss  heri"  said  he.     "Be  it  sol"  re- 
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plied  I :  '^  one  embrace^  and  then^  till  the  dawn  of  the 
coming  day^  she  remains  with  me.  I  released  my  hdd ; 
die  child  rushed  to  her  father^  and  he  caught  her  in  his 
arms.  ^^  My  dear  Leah^''  cried  Mordecai^  "  now  a  sainted 
spirit  in  the  bosom  of  our  father  Abraham  !  I  call  God  to 
witness  between  us^  that^  if  all  my  caution  and  vigilance 
ean  prevent  it^  not  a  hair  of  this  child  shall  be  injured  \ 
Stranger^  you  little  know  by  how  strong  a  motive  you  have 
now  engaged  me  to  your  cause.  We  poor  Jews^  hunted 
on  the  face  of  the  earthy  the  abhorrence  and  execration  of 
inankind^  have  nothing  but  family  affections  to  support  us 
under  our  multiplied  disgraces ;  and  family  affections  are 
entwined  with  our  existence^  die  fondest  and  best-loved 
part  of  ourselves.  The  God  of  Abraham  bless  you^  my 
child  !     Now,  sir,  speak !  what  is  it  you  require  of  me  ?  " 

I  told  the  Jew  that  I  must  have  a  suit  of  clothes  con- 
formable to  tiie  appearance  of  a  Spanish  cavalier,  and  cer- 
tain medical  ingredients  that  I  named  to  him,  together  with 
his  chafing-dish  of  coals  to  prepare  them  ;  and,  that  done, 
J  would  then  impose  on  him  no  further  trouble.  Having 
received  his  instructions,  he  immediately  set  out  to  procure 
what  I  demanded.  He  took  with  him  the  key  of  the 
house ;  and^  as  soon  as  he  was  gone,  I  retired  with  the 
child  into  the  inner  apartment,  and  fastened  the  4oor.  At 
first  I  applied  myself  to  tranquillise  the  child,  who  had 
been  somewhat  alarmed  at  what  she  had  heard  and  seen  : 
this  was  no  very  difficult  task.  She  presentiy  left  me,  to 
amuse  herself  with  some  playthings  tiiat  lay  scattered  in  a 
corner  of  the  apartment.  My  heart  was  now  comparatively 
at  ease ;  I  saw  the  powerful  hold  I  had  on  the  fidelity  of 
the  Jew,  and  firmly  persuaded  myself  that  I  had  no  trea- 
dbery  to  fear  on  his  part.  Thus  circumstanced,  the  exer- 
tion and  activity  with  which  I  had  lately  been  imbued  left 
me  ;  and  I  insensibly  sunk  into  a  sort  of  slumber. 

The  night  was  now  far  advanced,  and  I  was  still  rk:lined 
insensible  upon  Mordecai's  bed,  when  suddenly  a  jargon  of 
vaiiouSjSounds  seemed  from  all  sides  to  assail  me.  My 
mind  was  confused ;  I  heard  something,  but  seemed  wholly 
tinconscious  what  I  was,  and  where.  I  wanted  to  escs.^ 
from  tiie  disturbance;  but  it  continued,  and  e\cvi  Ywsffc^a^* 
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At  length  I  was  forced  to  command  my  attenlka  ;  and  ilhe 
^t  thing  I  perceived  was  a  beating  at  the  door  xif  li^ 
chamber.  The  little  girl  was  come  to  the  bedside^  and  ^, 
deayouring  to  shake  me.  "  Sir>  sir^"  she  €ried  in  an  e^g^P 
accent,  "  my  father  wants  to  come  in«  and  I  camiot  shp  'die 
bolt  of  the  door.  By  slow  degrees  I  began  to  compreheaM^ 
my  situation,  and  to  recollect  what  had  happened  immedl*-, 
ately  before.  I  felt  greatly  alarmed ;  I  feared  by  th^  disr 
turbftnce  that  Mordecai  had  not  retunied  alone.  I  essayed 
to  speak ;  my  <»;gans  refused  their  office.  I  endeavoured^ 
to  move ;  my  limbs  felt  palsied,  and  absolutely  lifeless.  I 
experienced  a  sinking  and  sickness  of  heart  tbat  seemed  ta 
be  the  immediate  precursor  of  death.  By  listening  jMseiH 
sionally  tp  the  discourse  which  the  father,  and  the  daugbtdr 
began  to  hold  with  each  other,  I  became  satisfied  that  M<xw 
decai  was  without  a  companion.  I  endeavoured  to  makd 
the  little  girl  understand  that  I  was  inci^jable  of  rising  from 
the  bed ;  and,  having  at  length  succeeded,  she  commndi- 
catod  the  information  to  her  father.  With  considerable 
trouble  he  loosened  the  door  at  its  hinges,  and  entered  the 
room.  J  found  myself  in  the  extremest  degree  feeble  and 
languid  ;  the  Jew  however  assiduously  administered  to  aie 
of  cordials  he  had.  in  his  possession,  and  by  degrees  I  feH 
myself  considerably  restored. 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  I  was  at  leisure  to  attend  to  die 
stato  of  my  strength  and  my  health.  My  confinement  in  the 
inquisition,  and  the  treatment  I  had  experienced,  ha^ 
before  rendered  me  feeble,  and  almost  helpless ;  but  thaw 
appeared  to  be  circumstances  scarcely  worthy  of  attendoaj 
in  the  situation  in  which  I  was  then  placed.  The  impoLse 
I  felt,  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion  in  the  grand  street  «f 
Valladolid,  produced  in  me  an  energy  and  power  of  exertioa 
which  nothing  but  the  actual  experience  of  the  fact  couM 
have  persuaded  me  was  possible.  This  energy^  once  begooi 
appeared  to  have  the  faculty  of  prolonging  itself;  and  I  did 
not  relapse  into  imbecility,  till  the  occasion  seemed-  to  be 
exhausted  which  called  for  my  exertion.  I  examined  mf* 
self  by  a  mirror  with  which  Mordecai  furnished  me.*  I 
found  my  hair  as  whito  as  snow,  and  my  face  plough^  with 
a  thousand  funowB.    1  V7a%  no^  ^vj-1q\xx^  «.u  9^  whichj 
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^i^  moderate  exereite  and  a  vigotous  constitution^  often 

i^ppeslTB  like  the  prime  of  humaisi  existence  ;  bt^  whoever 

kssAl  looked  upon  me  in  my  present  condition^  would  not 

bi^ave  hesitated  to  affirm  that  I  had  reached  the  eightieth 

^•ear'of  my  age.     1  examined  with  dispassionate  remark  the 

state  of  my  intellect :  I  was  persuaded  that  !t  bad  subsided 

into  «ebildishness.    My  mind  had  been  as  much  cribbed  and 

immured  as  my  body.     I  was  the  mere  shadow  of  a  man^ 

of  no  more  pow»  and  worth  than  that  which  a  magic  Ian* 

tern  produces  upon  a  wall.'    These  are  thy  works^  8uper* 

stition !  —  this  &e  genuine  and  proper  operation  of  ii^^iat  is 

called  Christianity !    .  Let  the  reader  judge  of  what  I  had 

passed  through  and  known  within  those  cursed  walla  by  the 

efibets ;  I  have  already  refused^  I  continue  to  refuse^  to  t^ 

-what  I   suffered)  and  how  those  effects  were  prodttced. 

!£iioogh  of  compassion^  enough  of  complaint :    I  will  con* 

fine  myself^  as  far  as  I  am  able^  to  simple  history. 

Being  recovered^  as  far  as  the  cordials  and  attention  of 
Mordecai  were  capable  of  recovering  me^  I  desired  for  the 
retnainder  of  the  night  to  be  alone^  except  that  I  was  stiH 
resolved  to  retain  the  little  Jewess  as  the  pledge  of  my 
safety.  I  was  greatly  obliged  to  my  host  for  the  punctuality 
he  had  already  displayed :  he  had  found  considerable  diffi* 
culty  in  procuring  the  articles  of  whidi  I  stood  in  need^ 
owing  partly  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour^  and  partly  to  the 
presence  of  the  king^  and  the  general  hurry  and  confusion 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  sdemn  entry  of  the  inqui- 
sition.    His  efforts. too  to  recover  me  from  the  languor  and 
lethargy  into  which  I  had  sunk^  had  a  character  of  gene- 
•  rosity ;  and  perhaps  I  ought  now  to  have  trusted  him  with^ 
out  a  hostage.     But  my  heart  was  too  earnestly  bent  upon 
accomplishing  its  present  object,  to  afford  harbour  to  the 
punctilios  of  delicacy.     The  same  earnestness  caused  me  to 
insist  upon  Mordecai's   repairing  the  injury  which  the 
hinges  of  the  door  had  sustained ;  and  I  was  careful  to 
satisfy  myself  that  every  thing  was  restored  to  a  state  of 
p^ect  security. 

I  was  now  once  again  alone.  The  little  girl,  who  had 
been  unusually  disturbed,  and  roused  at  an  unseasonable 
hour,  sul^  into  a  profound  sleep*     I  heard  the  noise  which 
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Mordecai  made  in  undressing  himsdf,  and  composing  Iib 
limbs  upon  a  mattrass^  whidi  he  had  dragged  for  the  pie* 
sent  occasion  into  the  front  room^  and  spread  before  die 
hearth.    I  soon  found  by  the  hardness  of  his  breathing  that 
he  also  was  asleep.     I  unfolded  the  papers  he  had  brought 
me ;    they  consisted  of  yarious  medical  ingredients  I  had 
directed  him  to  procure ;  there  were  also  two  or  three  Tiah, 
containing  syrups  and  essences.     I  had  near  me  a  pair  of 
scales  with  which  to  wei^  my  ingredients;    a  Tessd  d 
water ;  the  chafing-dish  of  my  host,  in  which  the  fire  was 
nearly  extinguished ;  and  a  small  taper,  with  some  charcoal 
to  reU^t  the  fire,  in  case  of  necessity.     While  I  was  occn- 
pied  in  surveying  these  articles  and  arranging  my  materials, 
a  sort  of  torpor  came  suddenly  over  me,  so  as  to  aUow  me 
no  time  for  resistance.     I  sunk  upon  the  bed.     I  remained 
thus  for  about  half  an  hour,  seemingly  without  the  power  of 
collecting  my  thoughts.     At  length  I  started,  felt  alarmed, 
and  applied  my  utmost  force  of  mind  to  rouse  my  exertions. 
While  I  drove,  or  attempted  to  drive,  my  animal  spirits . 
from  limb  to  limb,  and  from  part  to  part,  as  if  to  enquire 
into  the  general  condition  of  my  frame,  I  became  convinced 
that  I  was  dying.     Let  not  the  reader  be  surprised  at  this: 
twelve  years'  imprisonment,  in  a  narrow  and  unwholesome 
cell,  may  well  account  for  so  sudden  a  catastrophe.     Strange 
and  paftradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  in 
the  experiment  that  the  calm  and  security  which  succeed  to 
great  internal  injuries  are  more  dangerous  than  the  pangs 
and  hardships  that  went  before.      I  was  now  thoroughly 
alarmed :    I  applied  myself,  with  all  vigilance  and  expedi* 
tion  to  the  compounding  my  materials.     The  fire  was  gone 
out ;  the  taper  was  glimmering  in  the  socket :  to  swidlow 
the  julep  when  I  had  prepared  it,  seemed  to  be  the  last 
effort  of  which  my  organs  and  muscles  were  capable.    It 
was  the  elixir  of  immortality,  exactly  made  up  according  to 
the  prescription  of  the  stranger. 

Whether  from  the  potency  of  the  medicine,  or  the 
effect  of  imagination,  I  felt  revived  the  moment  I  had 
swallowed  it.  I  placed  myself  deliberately  in  Morde- 
cai's  bed,  and  drew  over  me  the  bed-clothes.  I  feQ 
asleep   almost  instantly.     I   bdieve   my   first   sleep  was 
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perfectly  sound  and  insensible ;  but  in  no  long  time  I  was 

irisited  with  the  pleasantest  ,dreanis  imaginable.     Nothing 

-was  distinct ;  nothing  was  attended  with  the  consciousness 

of  my  fonner  identity  ;  but  every  thing  was  gay,  cheerfid, 

invigorating,  and  deUcious.     I  .wandered  amidst  v«rdant 

lawns,  and  flower-enamelled  gardens.     I  was  saluted  with^ 

the  singing  of  a  thousand  birds,  and  the  murmuring  of  a 

thousand  fountains.     Kids,  fawns,  and  lambs  frisked  and 

gamboled  before  me.     At  a  distance,  through  an  opening 

in  the  trees,  I  discerned  nymphs  and  their  swains  dancing 

a  variety  of   antic  measures.     I  advanced  towards  them ; 

they  approached  towards  me.     Fifes,  oboes,  recorders,  and 

instruments  of  a  hundred  names,  commenced  a  cheerful 

and  melodious  concert.     Myself  and  the  dancers  now  were 

met ;  they  placed  me  in  the  midst  of  them.     They  began  a 

choral  song ;  the  motion  of  fheir  Umbs  conformed  to  their 

numbers.     I  was  the  theme  of  the  general  chaunt;  they 

ascribed  to   me  the   beauty  of  Apollo,  die   strength   of 

Hercules,  the  invention  of  Mercury,  and  the  youth  of 

Bacchus. 

My  sleep  was  not  long;  in  a  few  hours  I  awakened. 
With  difficulty  I  recognised  the  objects  about  me,  and 
recollected  where  I  had  been.  It  seemed  to  me  that  my 
'  heart  had  never  beat  so  vigorously,  nor  my  spirits  flowed 
so  gay.  I  was  all  elasticity  and  Ufe ;  I  could  scarcefy  hold 
myself  quiet ;  I  felt  impelled  to  bound  and  leap  Uke  a  kid 
upon  the  mountains.  I  perceived  that  my  little  Jewess 
was  still  asleep ;  she  had  been  unusually  fatigued  the  night 
before.  I  know  not  whether  Mordecai's  hour  of  rising 
were  comej  if  it  were,  he  was  careful  not  to  disturb 
his .  guest.  I  put  on  the  garments  he  had  prepared ; 
I  gazed  upon  the  mirror  he  had  left  in  my  apartment. 
I  can  recollect  no  sensation  in  the  course  of  my  life,  so 
unei^ected  and  surprising  as  what  I  felt  at  that  mo- 
ment. The  evening  before,  1  bad  seen  my  hair  white,  and 
my  face  ploughed  with  furrows ;  I  looked  fourscore.  What 
I  beheld  now  was  totally  different,  yet  altogether  famihar ; 
it  was  myself,  myself  as  I  had  appeared  on  the  day  of  my 
marriage  with  Marguerite  de  Damville ;  the  «^e^,  \Sci& 
mouthy  the  hairj  the  complexion,  every  circ\xTasXWite,Y^vcv\. 
by  point,  the  same.   I  leaped  a  gulf  of  ttoVj-Vwo  ^eax^.  ^ 
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wyced  from  a  dreamy  tronbleBome  and  distresofol  fceyood 
aU  description;  bat  it  Tftniahcd^  like  the  shades  4^ night 
upon  the  burst  of  a  glorious  rooming  in  Jnly^  and  left  not 
a  trace  behind.  I  knew  not  how  to  take  away  my  eja 
from  the  mirror  before  me.  • 

J  aoon  began  to  consider  that,  if  it  were  astomalBag  to 
me  that,  through  all  the  regions  of  my  countenance,  I 
could  discover  no  trace  of  what  I  had  been  the  night  before, 
it  woold  be  still  more  astonidiing  to  my  host.     This  sort 
of  smsation  I  had  not  the  smallest  ambition  to  produce :  cue 
of  the  advantages  of  the  metamorphosis  I  had  sustained, 
oons^^  in  its^tendency,  in  the  eyes  of  all  that  saw  me,  to 
W 10^  ^very  species  of  connection  between  mj  present  and 
myf€ormer  self.     It  fortunatdy  happened  that  the  room  in 
which  I  slept,  being  constructed  upon  the  model  of  many 
Ckttidrs  in  Spahi,  had  a  stair  at  the  further  end,  with- a  trap- 
door in  the  ceiling,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  die  inhaUt- 
ant  to  ascend  on  the  roof  in  the  cod  of  the  day.  *  The 
roofs  were  flat,  and  so  constructed,  that  there  was  little  dif- 
ficulty in  passing  along  them  from  house  to  house,  from  one 
end  of  the  street  to  the  other.     I  availed  myself  of  the 
oppOT tunity,  and  <  took  leave  of  the  residence  of  my  kind 
host  in  a  way  perfectly  unceremonious,  determined  however 
speedily  to  transmit  to  him  the  reward  I  had  promised.   It 
may  easily  be  believed  that  Mordecai  was  not  less  reyoieed 
at  the  absence  of  a  guest  whom  the  vigilance  of  the  inqm- 
sition  r^idered  an  uncommonly  dangerous  one,  than  I  was 
to  quit  his  haMtation.     I  closed  the  trap  after  me,  and 
clambered  from  roof  to  roof  to  a  considerable  distance,  At 
length  I  encountered  the  occasion  of  an  open  window,  and 
fortunately  descended,  unseen  by  any  human  being,  into 
the  street.    Having  with  difficulty  succeeded,  on  this  occa- 
sion of  public  solemnity,  in  engaging  an  apartment  in  one 
of  the  hotels  of  ValladoHd^  I  sent  into  it,  as  soon  as  I  was 
able,  a  chest,  containing  every  necessary  of  apparel,  and 
particularly  a  suit  of  dothes.     I  then  chained  my  dress, 
and  threw  the  clothes  which  Mordecai  had  provided  into 
the  chest  I  had  purchased.     As  long  as  they  continued 
/palely  locked  up,  and  the  key  in  my  possession,  no  facdty 
possessed  by  any  human  creature  could  detect  my  identity, 
and  expose  me  afresh  to  my  former  jailors.     The  only 
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peril'  under  which  I  had  before  kboured^  was  from  Mor- 
didcai,  who,  if  he  had  seen  me  in  the  garments  he  had  pro- 
cured, might  have  recognised  than ;  and,  though  a  peril 
fraod  this  source  came  barely  within  the  limits  of  possibility, 
it  was  easUy  ayoided,  and  I  therefore  chose  to  avoid  it.      ^ 
I -passed  the  whole  of  this  day  in  a  species  of  enjoyment, 
which,  as  it  has  no  p^ralld  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of 
mankind,  so  are  there  no  terms  in  the  received  languages  of 
the  world  that  are  adequate  to  the  description  of  it.     It  htuf 
9iteJK  been  a  sulgect  of  melancholy  and  complaint  among 
mwtijbi,  that,  while  the  whole  v^etable  system  contains  in 
it  a  principle  of  perpetual  renewal,  man  done, — the  orna- 
ment and  lord  of  the  universe,  man, — knows  no  return  to 
youlli.     When  the  sun  declines  in  the  west,  the  flowers 
droop,  and  Ibid  up  their  frail  and  delicate  leaves ;  but  soon 
the  eyelids  of  the  mom  are  again  opened,  and  again  they 
rqoice  in  his  invigorating  beams.     Upon  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  beech,  the  ash,  and  the  monarch-oidc,  scatter 
their  withered  foliage  over  the  plains;  but  spring  reappears, 
and  nakedness  is  no  longer  their  reproach,  and  ihey  clothe 
themselves  anew  in  their  leafy  honours.     With  what  a 
melaneholy  sensation  does  the  old  man  survey  his  decaying 
Usahs  I  To  me,  he  cries,  there  is  no  second  morning,  and 
DO  retOTBing  spring.     My  head,  pressed  down  with  years, 
shaU  never  again  erect  itself  in  conscious  manhood.     These 
hoary  lodes  shall  no  more  be  adorned  with  the  auburn  of 
glossy  youth.     My  weather-beaten  trunk  shall  at  no  time 
clothe  itself  with  a  smoother  rind..    A  recruited  marrow 
shall  never  fill  these  bones,  nor  a  faare  vigorous  sap  circu- 
late through  my  unstrung  limbs.     1  recollect  what  I  was 
in  the  prime  of  manhood,  with  vain  regrets ;  the  memory 
answers  no  other  end  than  to  tc»'ment  and  upbraid  me. 

The  useless  wish  of  the  old  man,  the  object  of  his  hope- 
less sigh,  was  mine.  Common  and  every-day  blessings  have 
little  value  in  the  eye  of  their  possessor.  The  young  man 
squanders  the  endowments  of  youth,  and  knows  not  to  prize 
them.  If  the  young  man  had  once  been  old,  if  the  old  man 
could  again  be  young,  then,  aUd  then  only,  they  wouM 
justly  estimate  their  wealth.  The  springy  limb,  the  bound- 
ing frame,  the  vigoiu  that  sets  fatigue  at  defiance,  and 
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revels  in  pleamres  Hnexhaasted,  would  then  by  the 
and  conscious  oompariBon^  of  feeUeneas  and  lasiitade^  liie 
drooping  limb,  the  acfaini^  head,  and  the  frame  deeaycd  a 
all  its  senses,  be  well  undentood.  Such  was  my  siAuaitioiL 
Yesterday  I  was  fonrsoote  ;  to-4ay  I  was  twenty.  Yeater^ 
day  I  was  a  prisoner,  crippled  in  every  artieuktioii;  Uhdaj 
I  was  a  citixen  of  the  world,  capaMe  of  ail  its  delightn. 
To-morrow  I  was  destined  to  have  been  dragged  to  iibe 
stake  with  ignominy,  and  to  suffer  intolerable  awgniwh  anudst 
the  shouts  and  hnzzas  of  an  unf eeJing  popnlaoe  ;  to^aaonedv 
I  was  at  liberty  to  em|^y  as  I  pleased,  to  choose  the  theitre 
upon  which  it  shouM  be  spent,  and  the  gratifications  lint 
should  be  crowded  into  it.  What  was  moat  matedai,  msf 
mind  was  grown  young  with  my  body.  Weary  of  eternal 
struggle,  I  had  latdy  resigned  iiie  eontest,  and  sunk  under 
the  ill-fortune  that  relentlessly  pursued  me.  Now  I  felt 
within  me  a  superfluity  of  vigour;  I  panted  for  something 
to  contend  with,  and  something  to  conquer.  My  senses  un- 
fblded  themsdves  to  aH  the  curiosity  of  remark;  my  thoughts 
seemed  capable  of  industry  unwearied,  and  investigation  the 
most  constant  and  invincible.  Ambition  reeved  in  my 
besom ;  I  longed  for  new  engagements  and  new  rdations  ; 
I.  desired  to  perform  something,  that  I  might  myself  r^ard 
with  complacence,  and  that  I  mi^t  see  the  world  start  at 
and  applaud. 

1  determined,  for  reasons  that  I  shall  presently  have  oe- 
easion  to  unfold,  ^lat  my  first  visit  should  be  to  my  daii^-* 
ters  at  my  paternal  estate  of  St.  Leon.  I  proposed  to-ffpeAd 
two  or  three  days  in  prquvations  for  this  journey.  By 
mere  accident,  by  a  most  censurable  heedlessness,  I  becaBoe 
in  some  degree  a  spectator  of  the  auto  da  fi  iA  whidi  I 
was  destined  to  have  been  a  victim*  Unawares  I  had  be^ 
come  entangled  in  the  crowd,  and  could  witli  difficulty 
escape,  or  even  prevent  my  being  carried  nearer  the  centre 
of  the  scene.  I  saw  the  galleries  and  accommodations  that 
had  been  erected  for  the  spectators :  1  saw  the  windows  and 
roofs  of  the  houses  crowded  with  beholders.  The  shrieks 
of  the  sufferers  I  could  not  hear;  they  were  drowned  mthe 
infernal  exultations  of  the  multitude.  But  what  was  worst 
of  all,  I  discerned  some  of  the  condemned,  fixed  as  th^ 
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were  upon  small  boards^  ^  near  the  top  of  stakes  about  four 
y«rds  high^  and  therdEbre  greatly  above  the  heads  of  the 
assembly^  while  the  flames^  abundantly  fed  with  faggots  and 
dry  fuel^  climbed  aloft^  and  seemed  eager  to  embrace  th^ 
Tictims.  As  I  have  already  said^  there  were  thirty  of  these 
^eath-devoted  frames ;  and^  if  my  eye  did  not  count  them 
all^  my  fancy  well  supplied  ndiat  sense  was  unable  to  dis^ 
cover.  The  impression  I  felt  at  that  moment  was  horriUe 
beyond  all  conception.  I  exerted  my  new-found  strength, 
and  pushed  out  of  the  press  with  irresistible  vigour.  If  at 
that  instant  I  could  have  felt  exultation,  «ven  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  my  own  safety,  i  should  regard  myself  as  the 
most  execrable  of  monsters. 
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The  first  employment  in  which  I  purposed  to  engage  my 
new-found  liberty  and  youth,  was  a  visit  to  my  daughters. 
I  now  carried  a  disguise  perpetually  about  with  me,  that 
would  render  my  journey  incapable  of  proving  injurious  to 
them.  My  daughters  were  all  that  remained,  if  indeed  they 
still  remained,  of  my  once  idolised  family.  For  twelve 
years  I  had  continued  totally  ignorant  of  their  fortune,  and 
even  of  their  existence.  Part  of  the  plan  I  had  adopted 
for  their  advantage  necessarily  precluded  me  from  all  cor- 
rei^H)ndence  or  communication  with  them  or  any  one  near 
them,  that  might  satisfy  and  tranquillise  the  anxieties  of  a 
father.  If  it  had  been  otherwise,  deprived,  as  I  had  been, 
of  the  common  benefits  of  light  and  air,  and  cast  out  from 
the  society  of  mankind,  I  could  have  ojbtained  no  intelli- 
gence of  their  welfare.  In  visiting,  I  determined  not  to 
make  myself  known  to  them ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the 
greatness  of  this  disadvantage,  I  felt  that  one  of  the  most 
exquisite  gratifications  the  earth  could  afford  me  was  to 
behold  my  children.  What  a  multitflde  of  adventures  and 
iiKddaits  might  they  not  have  encountered  in  the  space  of 
tur^ve  years  I  Imagination  and  affection  dwell  imi^aU&wtbj 
On  the  interval ;  nor  can  any  thing  quiet  the  cou^^^\»i^»  ^v 
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bim  that  lores^  Amt  of  the  most  eampkte  infbrmttkm. 
What  a  difibvnoe  must  twdre  yean  have  produced  in  ^ 
very  peraona  and  figures  of  creatures  so  young  ?  With  what  t 
mingled  and  exquisite  emotions  does  the  father  contemplate 
his  daughter^  whom  he  left  a  diild,  grown  up  into  a  womaa? 
He  sees  her  with  astonishmoit  and  rapture,  displayiiig 
maturer  beauties,  disooTering  in  her  countenance  new  traces 
of  knowledge  and  sentiment,  and  in  her  gesture  .and  man- 
ners a  character  finisJied,  inatronly,  and  sedate.  The  very 
circumstance  that  I  should  visit  diem  unknown,  and  con- 
verse intimately  with  diem  without  being  disooreied,  while 
it  cut  me  off  from  many  pure  and  ingenuous  pleasures, 
added  in  some  respects  a  new  rdish  to  the  indulgi^oe ;  for 
it  gave  it  a  character,  singular,  and  perhaps  unprecedented^ 
in  the  history  of  mannnd.  I  anticipated  with  eager  trans- 
port the  hour  at  whic1|  I  should  revisit  the  place  of  my 
birth,  wander  amidst  the  shades  where  my  careless  infancy 
had  strayed,  recognise  objects  made  sacred  to  my  heart  by 
associations  with  my  venerable  mother  and  my  adoraUe 
wife,  now  illumined  with  the  presence  of  my  children, 
and  steal  a  joy,  unsuspected  and  unknown,  to  which  the 
very  secrecy  with  which  it  was  ravished  wotdd  give  a 
tenfold  gust. 

I  embraced  the  nearest  route,  by  Pampeluna  and  die 
Pyrenees,  to  the  banks  of  the  Garonne.  One  particular 
pleasure  that  I  reaped  during  diis  tour,  which  die  climate 
and  scenery  might  alone  have  rendered  delightful,  consisted 
in  the  youdiful  sensation  widi  which  every  thing  I  saw 
was  enjoyed.  Every  one  who  can  call  to  mind  die  amuse- 
ments of  his  childhood  will  be  conscious  that  during  that 
period  all  his  senses  were  in  a  tone  adapted  to  convey  the 
most  exquisite  gratification.  This  is  not  merdy,  as  is 
vulgarly  supposed^  the  result  of  the  novelty  and  n-eshness 
with  which  at  that  time  every  thing  strikes  us.  The  ex- 
tremities of  the  nerves  are  in  a  state  of  die  most  d^cate 
susceptibility,  upon  which  no  touch,  however  slight  and 
evanescent,  is  lost,  and  which  makes  us,  upon  ev^y  occa- 
sion favourable  to  enjoyment,  gasp  and  tremble  widi  the 
pleasure  we  imbibe.  We  feel  it  thrilling  dirough  every 
pulse,  and  commimicating  its  time  to  every  part.    Our  at- 
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tention  is  engrossed  by  a  single  object;  or,  if  we  are 
sensible  to  accompanying  incidents^  it  spreads  over  them 
an  animating  simdiine^  and  totally  varies  their  appearance 
and  hue.  Age^  on  the  eontrary^  imperceptibly  brings 
along  with  it  callosity  and  sluggishness  of  sensation,  our 
gratifications  are  coldly  relished,  and  our  desires  feebly 
awakened.  Such  is  the  difference  in  our  perception,  of 
delicious  fruits,  of  fragrant  smells,  of  smooth  and  glossy 
surfaces,  of  the  vividness  of  colour,  and  the  heavenly 
sweetness  of  sound.  If  this  be  a  Just  account,  I  leave  the 
reader  to  imagine  how  I  enjoyed  my  tour  from  Valladolid 
to  the  beautiful  and  romantic  retirement  of  St  Leon. 

There  was  however  one  sentiment  with  which  I  was  at 
this  time  impressed,  that  I  shall  find  it  difficult  to  make 
the  reader  understand  in  the  extent  in  which  I  felt  it,  and 
that  formed  a  powerful  drawback  upon  the  pleasures  I  have 
just  described.  A  short  time  ago  I  had  been  old ;  now  I 
was  young:  I  had  quaffed  of  die  elixir  of  immortality. 
The  revolution  this  had  produced  in  my  sentiments  was 
not  less  memorable  than  that  which  it  had,  effected  in  my 
corporeal  lineaments  and  my  mental  elasticity.  It  is  so 
different  a  thing  to  conceive  a  proposition  ^eoretically, 
and  to  experience  it  in  practice  !  The  case  is  parallel  to 
lliat  of  the  expectation  which'  an  ordinary  Christian  enter- 
tains of  eternal  bliss.  It  is  an  article  in  his  creed ;  he 
repeats  it  every  ni^t  when  he  lies  down,  and  every  morn- 
ing when  he  rises.  He  wouM  be  both  offended  and  sur- 
prised if  you  told  him  he  was  not  persuaded  of  it ;  and 
yet  how  faint  and  indistinct  a  picture  it  produces  in  his 
intellectual  retina!  The  affairs  of  the  world  strike  him 
with  all  the  force  of  vision ;  to  them  he  cannot  make  him- 
self' a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim ;  he  cannot  transfer  all  his 
affections  to  the  mere  creature  of  his  imagination^  en- 
gendered in  solitude,  and  nurtured  by  enthusiasm, — heaven. 
How  different  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  cdebrated 
apostle,  who  had  been  taken  up  into  the  third  heaven,  and 
had  beheld  the  new  Jerusalem  with  all  its  jaspers,  its  chryso- 
lites, its  emeralds,  and  its  sapphires ! 

My  situation  was  similar  to  this.    I  had  long  known,  as 
far  as  reflection  could  assure  me  of  it,  that  I  possessed  the 
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elixir  of  immortality.  But  neter  till  now  had  I  felt  tin 
julep  tingling  in  my  veins^  and  known  the  effects  of  Hid 
every  joint  and  articulation  of  my  frame.  I  before  beli^rel, 
I  now  felt^  that  I  was  immortal.  The  consequence  of  this 
intimate  persuasion  was  not  without  its  portion  of  mebn- 
6holy.  I  still  bore  the  figure  and  lineaments  of  a  hnmfn 
creature ;  but  I  knew  that  I  was  ndt  what  I  seemed.  There 
was  a  greater  distance  between  me  and  the  best  constructed 
and  most  consummate  of  the  human  species^  than  diere  is 
between  him  and  an  ant  or  a  musldto^  crushed  by  the  fint 
accidental  tread^  or  consumed  by  the  first  spark  wafted  by 
the  wind.  I  can  no  longer  cheat  my  fancy  ;  I  know  (hit 
I  am  alone.  The  creature  does  not  exist  with  whom  I  have 
any  common  language^  or  any  genuine  sympathies.  Society 
is  a  bitter  and  gaUing  mockery  to  my  heart;  it  only  shows 
in  more  glaring  colours  my  desolate  condition.  The  neaitf 
I  attempt  to  draw  any  of  the  nominal  ties  of  our  natme, 
the  more  they  start  and  shrink  from  my  grasp.  From  tfak 
moment  I  could  not  shake  off  the  terrible  impression  of  my 
lonelines ;  no^  not  for  an  hour.  Often  does  this  impressioa 
induce  me  to  regard  my  immortality  with  loathing  ind^ 
scribable ;  often  do  I  wish  to  shelter  mysdf  from  it  in  the 
sweet  obUvion  of  the  grave.  From  this  hoar  I  had  do 
passions,  no  interests^  no  affections;  my  heart  has  never 
expanded  with  one  natural  emotion;  I  have  never  delirered 
mysdf  up  to  the  repose  of  one  genuine  amusement.  If  at 
any  time  I  have  had  a  glimpse  of  pleasure^  it  has  irritated, 
only  to  deceive ;  it  has  increased  the  appetite;,  while  it  diif- 
^ayed  in  stronger  colours  my  impotence  to  gratify  ft 
What  is  worse^  every  added  year  has  still  subtracted  som&* 
thing  from  the  little  poignancy  and  relish  which  the  hold 
of  human  life  continued  to  retain.  I  have  the  power  of 
assuming  a  youthfnl  and  glossy  appearance  whenever  I  tfaiid^ 
proper ;  but  this  is  only  a  bitter  mockery  of  the  fiurroivs 
ploughed  in^my  heart  In  so  mudh  of  my  adventines  as 
remains  for  me  to  describe,  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
employ  the  established  terms  of  human  description.  I  can- 
not interrupt  the  history  of  my  sensations^  by  a  recital  of 
those  pangs  by  which  they  have  been  every  momenlt  itfter- 
mpted.     The  terms  1  mxxi&t  \vb&  tavj  ^<^t^^  ^^  xettdMrinto 
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«ii  imaginatioii  that  I  6tiU  pairticipftte  pf  enjoyment  and  of 
hope.  Be  it  80  ^  tbey  may  cheat  the  reader ;  they  cannot 
dheat  myself ! 

Pteviously  to  my  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  the^Garonae^ 
I  equipped  myself  in  the  habit  of  an  Aimeniap,  and  as- 
sumed the  character  of  a  merchant  travelling  from  country 
to  oountry  for  the  sale  of  his  commodities. 

It  was  in  the  dose  of  a  wintry  day  in  the  l^ak  and 
cheerless  month  of  December^  that  I  first  viewed  from  a 
distance  ^e  turrets  of  St.  Leon.     I  procured  myself  ac- 
eonunodations  for  the  night  in  the  a4joimng  village.    Being 
now^  after  so  long  an  absence^  within  reach  of  the  residence 
of  these  lovjely  treasures^  I  sought^  without  any  direct  con- 
fieiousness  of  the  sentiment^  to  delay  our  interview.    When 
I  entered  the  little  auberg^,  sheltered  under  a  small  plantr 
ation(Of  oMves,  I  dreaded  to  hear  the  repetition  of  my  family 
name.     I  longed  most  fervently  to  be  informed  of  th^  wel« 
feax  of  my  daughters^  yet  I  could  have  died  sooner  than 
utt^  a  single  question  on  the  subject.     I  found  that  that 
ardent  love  which  had  urged  me  with  rapid  steps  from  Valla-. 
ioUd  to  St.  Leon>  gradually,  as  the  distance  grew  little,. 
changed  from  an  inipetuous  vehemence  to  hear  of,  and  to 
see  them,  to  fearful,  a:we-struck,  motionless  anxiety.    Their 
light  and  airy  figures,  as  I  last  saw  them  at  Montauban  in 
1547,  danced  before  the  eyes  of  my  imagination :  what 
easuidUea,  what  calamities  might  not  have  overtaken  them 
9ince  i  I  was  afraid  almost  to  breathe,  lest  I  should  dissolve 
Ihe  unreal  sc^e  that  played,  around  me.     How  did  I  know 
that  I  did  not  indulge  this  cheerful  imagination  for  the  last 
time  ?  Again  and  again  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  I  felt 
as  if  I  could  have  wasted  ages  in  this  auberge  and  the 
neighbouring  fields,  sdll  believing  that  my  daughters  in- 
habited yonder  towers,  stiU  hovering  round  their  fancied 
lesidence,  but  never  daring  to  utter  their  name,  lest  it  shovdd 
be  found  the  prelude  to  some  fatal  intelligence.     How  rich, 
and  refined  a  repast  in  some  cases  is  uncertainty !  It  had  the 
power  to  impart  to  these  precious  pledges  a  shaile  of  that  im- 
t.    mortality  of  which  I  was  the  destined  monopolist. 

Why  hail  I  not  the  courage  never  to  overpass  the  limit 
St  which  I  was  now  arrived,  and,  wherever  I  afterwards 
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wandered  on  the  various  surfiu^  of  the  glohe^  still  to  be 
able  to  repeat  to  myself  the  complacent  whisper,  '^  I  have 
visited  my  daughters  in  their  separated  abode^  and  my  visU 
was  productive  of  none  but  agreeable  sensations?'*  My 
passions  were  too  mudi  afloat  to  suffer  me  really  to  rest  in 
this  patient,  contemplative  gratification.  Before  die  moin- 
ing's  dawn^  I  walked  forth,  and  turned  my  eyes  towards 
the  casde.  I  loitered  from  bank  to  bank,  and  from  pdnt 
to  point.  DayUght  slowly  broke  in  upon  me,  but  all  was 
silent  and  qui^t  in  my  paternal  chateau.  ''  The  family  is 
not  yet  stirring,"  said  I  to  myself.  I  turned  my  steps  to 
the  spot  where  the  ashes  of  my  mother  were  mingled  with 
dieir  parent  earth.  The  time  that  had  intervened  since 
her  decease,  the  various  fortunes  and  impressions  I  had 
experienced,  had  somewhat  obliterated  the  vividness  of  her 
picture  in  my  memory,  and  deadened  the  tremblingness  of 
sensation  widi  which  I  once  thought  of  her.  Yet  enough 
was  left,  to  make  it  an  interesting  moment  to  me,  when  I 
kneeled  at  her  tomb.  Why,  ^  why^  as  it  had  been  with 
my  great  forefathers,  was  it  not  a  moment  of  exultation  to 
me,  when  I  thus  feeUngly  saluted  the  shade  of  a  parent! 
He  that  exults  in  such  an  hour,  must  feel  diat  he  has 
illustrated  his  birdi,  and  honoured  hi^  progenitors.  I  had 
done  nothing  of  this :  I  was  an  exile  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  had  acquired  no  trophies,  and  accumulated  no  famft 
I  had  none  to  honour,  none  even  to  know  me  ;  I  had  no 
family,  I  had  no  friend  f  These  bitter  recollections  started 
up  in  array  before  me,  and  cut  me  to  the  heart.  The  spirit 
of  my  mother  frowned  upon  her  son  ;  and  I  returned  along 
the  path  by  which  I  came,  disgraced  and  disconsolate. 

''  I  am  now,"  said  I,  '^  in  a  fit  temper  to  learn  intdM- 
gence  of  my  daughters :  if  they  have  been  unhappy,  to 
hear  it  will  not  make  me  more  forlorn  ;  if  they  have  been 
fortunate,  that  knowledge,  and  that  alone,  may  revive  my 
courage."  I  hastened  towards  the  avenue.  I  looked  in0 
the  thickets  and  winding  paths,  as  I  passed.  They  oom» 
municated  to  me  mingled  pictures  of  my  own  boyish  day^, 
and  of  the  amusements  of  the  present  inhabitants. 

I  told  the  nature  of  my  pretended  traffic  to  the  servants 
of  the  house^  and  pio^^oBedi  9x1  ^'s3ci2^\>A!(«!k  ^tsc^  ^mmcfdi" 
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ties  ;'  I  was  admitted,  as  I  desired^  to  the  apartment  of 
tlieir  imstresses.     I  saw  two  young  ladies^  who  appeared 
to  be  respectively  ahout  twenty-eight  and  twenty-four  years 
of  age^  and  whom  without  much  difficulty  I  recognised  for 
my  daughters  Louisa  and  Marguerite.     Their  situation  and. 
their  ages  identified  them ;  and  when  afterwards  I  came  to 
peruse  their  features  attentively^  I  could  easily  discover 
traits  of  the  amiahle  young  woman  and  the  playful  child 
they  had  heen  when  last  we  parted.     I  found  them  em-* 
ployed  upon  a  piece  of  embroidery  ;  a  comely  and  respect- 
able looking  young  woman^  a  servant^  was  sewing  in  an- 
other part  of  the  room.     £very  thing  about  the  ladies 
bespoke  the  ease  of  their  circumstances^  and  the  propriety 
of  their  sentiments.     Both  had  on  an  elegant  morning- 
habit  ;  both  had  an  air  of  sedateness  and  sobriety^  that  to 
my  apprehension  told  that  they  had  not  lived  unchastened 
by  misfortune. 

They  each  slightly  looked  up^  as  I  was  ushered  into  the 
apartment;  they  saluted  me  with  a  graceful  and  conde- 
acending  bend  of  the  head^  such  as  we  are  accustomed  to 
use  to  an  inferior  whom  we  are  willing  to  put  at  his  ease*. 
What  were  my  sensations,  a  father,  disguised  and  unknown 
in  the  presrace  of  his  children !     1  attempted  to  stand,  ai 
is  usual  for  a  tradesman,  when  he  waits  on  his  customers 
at  their  own  house.     I  attempted  to  speak.     My  tongue 
refused  its  office ;  my  legs  tottered  as  if  sustaining  an  un- 
usual weight.     Louisa  observed  me,  and  desired  me  to  he 
seated.     1  had  no  power  of  choice ;  I  accepted  her  civility* 
No  sooner  was  I  seated,  than  in  spite  of  myself  a  flood  of 
tears  gushed  from   my  eyes.     She  was  astonished ;  she 
heggsd  to  know  if  I  were  indisposed ;  she  requested  me  to 
make  use  of  every  assistance  the  house  could  affisrd.  I  now 
fdond  my  speech.     I  apologised  for  my  behaviour ;  said  I 
had  fdt  suddenly  ill,  but  that  the  tears  I  shed  would  prove 
the  most  efibctual  relief  to  me.     My  appearance,  it  may  be 
*  proper  to  mention,  was  not  that  of  a  viQgar  pedlar ;  it  was 
tall,  graceful,  and  ingenuous,  with  a  certain  air  of  refine- 
ment and  politeness ;  my  Armenian  dress,  though  formed 
of  uncostly  materials,  was  such  as  to  display  my  person  to 
considerable  advantage.    Both,  the  young  ladies  showed 
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AcBMdvci  intercited  in  dK  symptoniB  of  my  distmL 
After  a  few  iP'f^'f^f*  intenud  nting/^,  I  rose,  made  an  es. 
cnie  for  the  abn^tnen  of  my  departure^  and  le^tested 
permiadon  to  r^eal  my  visit  in  the  afleniDOD,  whea  I 
ahould  have  aomething  not  unimportant  to  communicate  to 

I  had  aeen  two  of  my  dang^tera ;  1  had  heen  latisfied 
ibat  they  still  existed ;  I  had  witnessed  their  exterior  healtfa 
•nd  beauty.     As  I  withdrew,  I  laid  my  hand  upon  my  hesrt, 
and  congratulated  myself: "  Thus  far/'  said  1,  *'  it  is  well !" 
I  felt  rdiered  from  part  of  the  weight  that  lay  there.  With 
my  rig^t  hand  I  stnick  upon  my  fordliead :  "  hat,  oh^  whei^" 
died  I,  ''  is  my  other  daughter  ?     The  thought  came  over 
me  with  the  force  of  a  demonstration :  she  is  dead !    A 
aenrant  was  att^iding  me  to  the  door ;  I  requested  tonpetk 
to  the  housekeeper ;  I  was  intcoduoed  to  Mariana  Chabot. 
She  was  struck  with  my  appearance,  as  I  believe  my  daughi 
tera  had  been,  as  if  my  futures  were  those  of  some  person 
with  whom  she  was  intimately  acquainted.     Sbe  would 
probably  have  mistaken .  me  for  my  own  son,  but  that  I 
kioked  considerably  too  young.     I  intreated  her  to  pardim 
my  curiosity ;  but,  I  assured  her,  I  had  a  particular  reascm  to 
interest  myself  in  the  fanuly  of  Monsieur  St.  Leon,  and  I 
therefore  requested  that  she  would  have  the-  g^oodness  to 
inform  me  of  their  affairs,  as  far  as  she  could  with  pro^ 
priety  c<nnmunicate  them  to  a  person  who  was  not  so 
happy  as  to  be  in  the  catalogue  of  their  acquaintance.     I- 
told  her  ihaJt  I  had  just  seen  two.  of  .her  ladies,  but  that  I 
had  understood  there  had  been  three,  and  I  particularly  de- 
sired some  information  as  to  the  young  lady  who  had  not 
made  her  appearance  in  the  parlour.     My  pres^itiment  was 
true ;  the  impression  that  smote  me  when  I  left  the  par- 
lour, was  her  funeral  knell;  my  beloved  Julia  was  dead; 
she  had  been  dead  four  years !     If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
agitation  of  my  mind  when  I  visited  the  tomb  of  my 
venerable  parmit,  I  should  have  discovered  her  monument 
near  that  of  her  grandmother.     That  would  hav«  been  too 
overwhelming  a  mode  of  learning  the  painful  inteDigeQiee;; 
I  was  glad  at  least  to  have  escaped  that ! 
.  In  this  and  some  subsequent  coayersatiQns  I  held  with 


TRAVELS   OP   ST.  LEON.  36l 

respectable  matron^  I  learned  a  variety  of  particulars 
x«q>ecting  my  daughters.  Madame  Chabot  expressed  her- 
sdf  sorry  that  she  had  nothing  pleasing  to  communicate. 
Her  young  ladies  had  been  pursued  by  a  train  of  misfor- 
tnnes,  though^  heaven  knew^  they  had  merited  every  hap- 
piness. A  few  years  after  they  had  been  settled  at  St.  Leon, 
Jtdia  had  been  addressed  by  a  lover  in  every  sense  worthy 
ciher.  He  was  rich,  noble,  of  a  gallant  spirit,  of  a  cul- 
tivated understanding,  and  a  truly  kind  and  affectionate 
heart.  Their  attachment  had  been  long  and  tried ;  habit 
and  experience  of  each  other's  virtues  had  caused  it  to  take 
a  deep  root  The  father  of  the  young  man  had  destined 
him  to  marry  the  daughter  of  a  duke  and  peer  of  the 
kingdom ;  but,  finding  his  affections  unalt^ably  fixed,  he 
had  at  length  yielded,  and  sanctioned  their  mutual  passion 
with  his  consent.  Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  the 
nuptials ;  a  day  was  fixed,  and  the  appointed  time  was  fast 
approaching.  Just  at  this  juncture,  the  father  changed  his 
mind,  and  became  more  obstinate  and  inexorable  than  ever. 
A  report  had  begun  to  be  circulated  that  monsieur  St.  Leon^ 
the  father  of  the  young  ladies,  was  still  alive.  Madame 
Chabot  expressed  her  fear  that  this  report  had  originated  in 
some  indiscretion  of  Bemardin,  who,  however,  had  always 
proved  himself  a  most  zealous  and  faithful  servant,  and  who 
had  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  Be  that  as  it  might, 
the  father  of  the  lover  of  Julia  was  found  no  longer  acces^ 
Btble  to  expostulation  or  entreaty.  He  was  of  an  avaricious 
disposition,  and  he  r^arded  the  fortune  of  the  young  lady^ 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  considerable,  as  entirely 
alienated  and  annihilated  by  this  flaw  in  the  title.  But 
what  was  more  material,  it  by  no  means  accorded  with  his 
ideas  of  nobility  and  honour,  that  the  father-in-law  of  his 
only  son  should  be  a  fugitive  and  a  wanderer,  with  whose' 
residence  no  one  was  acquainted,  and  of  whom  no  one 
eoidd  tell  whether  he  were  living  or  dead.  The  manner 
in  which  the  ladies  had  entered  into  the  repossession  of 
tiwir  paternal  estate,  when  minutely  investigated,  was 
thought  to  have  something  in  it  of  an  ambiguous  and  un- 
pleasant nature.  It  was  well  known  that  monsieur  St.  Le<nv 
bad  left  the  country  in  consequence  of  \^  W^xk!^  tvscscw^ 
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himself  by  the  vice  of  gaining.    '^  Surely^"  said  some^  "  it  is 
a  little  mysterious^  how  his  children  came,  after  an  interval 
of  nine  years^  to  be  able  to  repurchase  all  he  ever  possessed."    { 
In  shorty  the  more  the  old  vicomte  was  reasoned  with,  the 
more  furious  he  grew.     At  length  he  made  use  of  the 
power  which  the  government  of  France  vests  in  the  father 
of  a  family,  and  shut  up  his  son  in  one  of  the  royal  pri- 
sons.    This  was  a  fatal  blow  both  to  the  chevalier  and  his 
mistress.     Disappointed  in  the  object  of  his  warmest  affec- 
tions, maltreated  and  disgraced  by  the  severity  of  a  father, 
his  health  sensibly  declined.     Nothing  however  could  shake 
the  inflexibility  of  the  vicomte ;  he  would  release  his  sod 
upon  no  other  terms  than  a  renunciation  of  his  love,  terms 
which  the  sense  of  dignity  and  honour  in  the  yoimg  gentle- 
man, equally  with  his  passion,  forbade  him  to  accept    To 
all  representadons  of  the  necessity  of  granting  liberty  to 
his  son,  if  he  would  nol  make  himself  answerable  fur  his 
death,  the  vicomte  sternly  replied,  '^  that  he  preferred  his 
dying  to  the  idea  of  his  connecting  himself  with  a  family 
of  dishonour."     It  was  not  till  a  few  weeks  before  he  ex- 
pired, that  the  father  had  consented  to  his  release  from 
prison,  and  had  removed  him  to  one  of  his  castles  in  a 
remote  province.     But  the  malady  of  the  chevalier  wis 
found  incurable ;  the  vital  principles  of  the  system  were 
fatally  deranged.     The  lover  died  ;  and  the  consequences 
of  this  unhappy  affiiir  had  put  a  premature  dose  to  the 
existence  of  the  unfortunate  Julia.     Madame  Chabot  added 
that,  the  circumstance  of  this  story  having  become  a  subject 
of  public  animadversion,  it  had  had  a  most  unfavoursble 
effect  on  the  prospects  of  the  surviving  sisters.     They  bore 
their  situation  with  dignity ;  but  they  could  not  but  fed 
the  unhappy  coincidence,  which  cut  them  off  from  the 
happiest  condition  of  human  life,  an  honourable  and  w^ 
assorted  settlement  in  marriage.  ^ 

While  madame  Chabot  related  to  me  the  tragical  history 
of  Julia,  I  fdt  convulsed  with  passion,  and  more  than  once 
burst  into  an  agony  of  tears.  Fatal  legacy !  atrocious  secrets 
of  medicine  and  chemistry !  evef^  day  opened  to  my  as« 
tonished  and  terriiied  sight  a  wider  prospect  of  their  wasteful 
^ilects  !     A  common  Cieigc^  oi  ^^e^^xsAickSi^  \s£kSig^i  have 
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shown  me,  that  secrets  of  this  character  cut  off  their  pos- 
sessor from  the  dearest  ties  of  human  existence^  and  render 
him  a  sohtary^  cold,  self-centered  individual ;  his  heart  no 
longer  able  to  pour  itself  into  the  bosom  of  a  mistress  or  a 
friend ;  his  bosom  no  longer  qualified  to  receive  upon  equal 
terms  the  overflowing  of  a  kindred  heart.  But  no  mere 
exercise  of  imagination^  nothing  short  of  the  actual  ex- 
perience through  which  I  had  passed^  could  have  ade- 
quately represented  the  mischiefs  of  a  thousand  various 
names^  that  issued  from  this  Pandora's  box^  this  extract  of 
a  universal  panacea.  I  r^arded  myself  as  the  murderer  of 
these  two  lovers^  than  whom  I  concluded^  from  my  per- 
sonal observation  of  the  one^  and  all  that  I  heard  of  the 
other^  two  purer  and  more  affectionate  beings^  more  sin- 
gularly qualified  to  form  each  other's  happiness^  had  never 
existed.  I  felt  as  truly  haunted  with  the  ghosts  of  those  I 
had  murdered^  as  Nero  or  Caligula  might  have  been ;  my 
wife^  my  son^  my  faithful  negro ;  and  now^  in  addition  to 
these^  the  tender  Julia  and  her  unalterable  admirer.  I  pos- 
sessed the  gift  of  immortal  life ;  but  I  looked  on  myself  as 
a  monster  that  did  not  deserve  to  exist. 

It  is  with  difficulty  that  I  shall  be  able  to  make  ^ 
reader  understand  how  much  more  severe  the  impression 
of  this  last  catastrophe  was  made  to  me^  by  the  place  and 
time  in  which  I  received  the  intelligence.  We  are  creaturea 
of  sensation :  our  worst  calamities  derive  as  much  of  their 
pungency  from  the  accessories  by  which  they  are  accom- 
panied^ as  they  do  from  their  intrinsic  evil.  If  I  had  heard 
tkhi  story  at  any  other  period^  I  am  persuaded  its  effects 
would  not  have  been  half  so  painful.  The  idea  of  my 
daughters  was  faded  in  my  sensorium^  and  whatever  re- 
lated to  them^  though  really  felt^  and  felt  like  a  father^ 
would  have  been  felt  with  a  less  overpowering  interest. 

But  now  I  had  journeyed  from  Valladolid  to  the  Ga*i 
nmne  to  behold  them ;  I  had  surveyed  the  castle  they  in- 
habited ;  I  had  viewed  the  garden  which  they  arranged 
widi  their  hands;  I  had  entered  the  parlour  whidi  they 
adorned  with  their  presence.  All  this  controlled  the  oper- 
ation of  absence  and  of-  distance ;  I  fdt  at  \lbi%  \stfsin«oX 
as  if  I  bad  been  accustomed  to  see  them  ever)  ^a:^  » «cv^^^ 
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ngwd  them  as  invpumUe  from  my  existence.  I  expe- 
rienced, as  it  were,  die  united  effect  of  familiaiity  and 
novelty ;  I  felt  the  melancholy  fate  of  Julia,  with  all  the 
keenness  of  an  imnate,  and  all  die  surprise  of  a  lo^  thaa^ 
traveller.  The  very  metamorphosb  I  had  undergone  gave 
new  poignancy  to  my  distress.  Madame  Cfaabot  tortiaed 
me  ddiberaAely  and  at  leisure,  widioat  the  sli^test  con- 
sdoosness  of  what  she  was  doing ;  die  believed  she  was 
pouring  a  tale  of  persons  unknown  into  the  eurs  of  a  native 
of  the  other  hemis^iere,  at  the  moment  that  ahe  was  calling 
up  in  arms  the  strongest  and  most  excruciating  fedings  of 
a  litther  for  his  child.  I  on  the  other  hand  had  the  meet 
violent  straggle  with  myself,  while  I  endeavoured  to  «ip» 
press  the  appearances  of  an  emotion,  whidi  to  the  posoa 
who  witnessed  diem  must  have  been  for  ever  unacooanlahl& 
Ab  it  was,  and  in  spite  of  all  my  effints,  madame  Chahot 
betrayed  no  litde  amaaement  at  die  agitation  with  vAuch  I 
listened  to  a  story,  in  which,  as  she  apprehended,  I  could 
have  no  personal  interest. 

What  I  heard  from  madame  Chabot  suggested  to  me  a 
conduct,  which  I  resolved  to  adopt  under  the  pres^it  cir-« 
ciunstances.  In  my  next  interview  .1  told  Louisa  diat  I 
would  now  account  to  her  for  emotions  whidi,  at  the  time 
diey  occurred,  must  have  appeared  somewhat  extraordinary. 
I  owned  that  I  had  been  acquainted  widi  her  father  ;  I  aaid 
that  I  had  first  met  with  him  in  a  journey,  in  whidit  J  was 
then  oigaged  throi^h  the  province  of  Mesopotaoaia  ;  that 
I  had  received  from  him,  though  a  stranger,  a  singnhir 
obligation ;  that  a  sincere  friendship  between  us  had  been 
the  result  of  diis  event ;  that  he  died  about  tiiro  yearfr  since; 
that  I  had  attended  him  in  his  last  moments ;  diat  he  had 
diarged  me  with  his  dying  recommendations  and  requests; 
and  that  my  present  journey  into  France  had  prindptUy 
been  instigated  by  a  desire  to  visit  his  children*  I  dien 
delivered  into  her  hainds  various  letters  and  papers,  whadi  I 
had  counterfeited  (Mefly  widi  the  intention  of  supplyingmy 
daughters  with  legal  evidence  of  die  decease  of  dieir  fadier. 

Louisa  listened  to  what  I  related  with  those  marks  of  af- 
fection and  sorrow,  which  are  inseparable  from  die  liabits 
of  a  well  constituted  mind.     The  emotion  she  discovered 
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led  me  farther  than  I  first  intended.  I  was  urged  hy  an 
irresistible  impulse  to  practise^  beyond  what  the  occasion 
demanded^  upon  the  feelings  of  her  yirtuous  mind.  I  know 
not  whether  this  is  to  be  considered  as  a  vain  refinement 
and  a  criminal  cariosity;  but — I  think — every  generous 
spirit  will  excuse  me^  ^trhen  it' is  recollected  that  this  covert 
and  imperfect  proceeding  was  all  that  was  left  me  to  soodie 
the  impatient  cravings  of  a  father's  heart.  From  time  to 
time  I  reminded  her  of  particulars  that  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible any  one  but  her  father  should'  know ;  I  conjured  up 
past  scenes ;  I  made  all  the  revolutions  of  her  youth  pass 
sueoessively  in  review  before  her ;  I  touched  all  the  pulses 
of  hor  soul.  Sometimes  she  was  fixed  in  mute  astonish- 
ment at  the  exactness  of  my  information^  and  was  ready  to 
do  me  homage  as  some  aerial  genius,  who  condescended  to 
clothe  himself  in  this  earthly  figure ;  at  other  times  astonish- 
ment was  swallowed  up  in  feeling,  her  soul  dissolved  in  ten- 
derness, and  she  appeared  ready^to  faint  into  my  arms.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  depict  the  pleasurable  sensations  I  drew 
from  these  intercourses;  I  know  not  whether  they  were 
entirely  innocent ;  but  this  I  know,  that  in  me  they  pro- 
duced a  sentiment  of  innocence,  and  a  smitiment  of  paradise. 
I  fidt  sometimes  as  if  I  could  have  wasted  ages  in  this  sort 
of  gratification. 

As  the  executor  -of  their  father,  my  daughters  received 
me  with  every  mark  of  respect;  but,  after  having  already 
protracted  my  visit  to  them  for  the  space  of  many  days,  I 
f€h  that  I  should  be  guilty  of  something  alike  hostile  to 
their  decorum  and  reputation,  if  I  did  not  speedily  biing  it 
to  a  termination.  I  was  a  person  unknown  and  almost 
without  a  name ;  nor  could  it  be  proper  for  a  young  woman 
to  continue  to  receive  the  visits  of  a  person  of  her  own  age 
and  a  different  sex,  upon  the  intimate  and  confidential 
footing  upon  which  my  visits  were  paid,  except  in  the  case 
of  him  whom  she  intends  to  make  her  husband.  To  consi- 
derations of  this  sort  I  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  the  gratifica- 
tions in  which  I  had  lately  been  indulging.  My  principal 
concern  at  St.  Leon,  from  the  time  in  which  madame 
Chabot  had  communicated  to  me  the  real  nature  of  my 
daughter's  situation,  was  to  remove  those  disadvantages  in 
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which  my  destmy  and  my  errors  had  involyed  them :  it 
would  therefore  have  heen  the  extreme  of  iiiconsistency  in 
me,  while  I  was  healing  one  mischief^  to  prepare  for  them 
another.  It  is  not  indeed  prohahle  that  I  should  long  have 
been  contented  for  myself  with  this  anomalous  and  neutral 
situation^  in  which  1  more  resembled  a  piece  of  fumitare 
endowed  with  the  faculty  of  noting  the  s^isations  of  tho§e 
around  me,  than  the  member  of  any  human  society.  It 
was  high  time^  as  I  thoi^ht,  even  in  this  point  of  yieW| 
that  I  diould  put  an  end  to  the  inglorious  scene^  should  ap" 
pear  in  some  real  character^  and  engage  in  some  real  undo^ 
taking. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations^  I  now  quitted  the  resi- 
dence of  my  daughters.  I  had  satisfied  the  longing  curio- 
sity of  a  father^  had  seen  their  situation^  had  witnessed 
their  beauty^  their  accomplishments^  and  their  virtues.  If 
I  had  been  afflicted  at  hearing  of  the  premature  fate  of  my 
eldest  daughter^  if  I  had  been  agonised  by  the  reflection 
that  I  might  justly  regard  myself  as  her  murderer^  who  wts 
so  fitted  to  suffer  lids  anguish  as  myself?  The  outcast  of  my 
species^  what  right  had  I  to  expect  to  be  happy  in  my  own 
person^  or  prosperous  in  any  of  my  relations  ?  The  guilty 
cause  of  all  this  mischief^  it  was  but  suitable  that  it  shoold 
be  brought  home  to  my  own  bosom^  that  it  should  tear  and 
distract  my  own  brain  !  Add  to  this^  I  was  not  without  a 
hope  that  my  journey  would  not  be  found  useless  to  ds 
survivors.  By  furnishing  to  them  the  proper  documents  to 
certify  the  death  of  their  father^  I  flattered  myself  that  I 
had  cut  them  off  more  effectually  than  before  from  all  con- 
nection with  my  unpropitious  destiny^  and  had  placed  tben 
nearly  upon  a  footing  with  the  other  noble  and  unmarried 
heiresses  of  their  native  country.  I  have  nothing  furdier 
to  relate  in  regard  to  these  two  amiable  and  excellent  sisters. 
From  the  time  that  I  quitted  St.  Leon  upon  this  occasion, 
to  the  time  in  which  I  am  now  writing,  the  opportunity  of 
•  making  further  enquiries  respecting  them  has  not  occurred 
to  me.  If  ever  it  does  occur,  I  have  only  this  one  wish  to 
entertain^  which,  if  granted^  will,  I  am  sure,  satisfy  my 
fondest  hopes,  —  May  I  find  they  have  been  as  happy,  « 
they  so  wdl  deserve  to  \)e\ 
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The  parting  between  me  and  my  daughters  was  not  an 
unaffecting  one.     On  my  part^  whose  bosom  was  fraught 
with  a  thousand  tender  feelings^  to  which  I  could  give  no 
language^  and  of  which  those  whom  they  principally  con- 
cerned had  not  the  slighest  suspicion^  it  could  not  be  unaf. 
fecting.     Nor  did  Louisa  and  her  younger  sister  look  with 
an  indifierent  eye  upon  the  bearer  of  the  last  sentiments  of 
their  father^  the  witness  of  his  deaths  the  executor  of  his 
will.     There  was  something  in  the  features  of  my  counte. 
Bance^  a  peculiar  sort  of  conformation^  a  family  resemblance 
to  themselves^  which  it  is  probable  they  did  not  advert  to, 
but  which  I  am  persuaded  wrought  within  them  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  mysterious  sympathies  of  our  nature.     I  pre- 
tended to  have  been  the  famihar  confident  of  their  father ;  I 
told  them  of  things  at  which  they  started  and  almost  blushed 
to  think  that  any  one  beyond  the  circuit  of  their  dearest 
relations  should  have  been  privy.     In  the  hour  of  our  sepa^* 
ration^  they  shed  many  tears^  and  embraced  me  with  a 
warmth  that  might  have  well  become  sisters  to  a  brother. 
Yet^  shall  I  confess  |my  weakness^  a  weakness  in  which  I 
do  not  apprehend  myself  to  be  singular  ?    Jt  happens  to 
few  men  to  witness  die  manner  in  which  the  story  of  their 
own  deaths  is  received.     If  it  did,  I  bdieve  we  all  of  us 
have  enough  of  vanity  and  personal  feelings  however  sincere 
a  grief  might  show  itself  in  the  demeanour  of  survivors^  to 
find  it  falling  short  of  our  appetites  and  demand.     This  I 
know^  I  was  myself  a  party  to  this  unreasonableness.     My 
daughters  received  the  intelligence  of  my  death  with  a  de- 
corum and  sensibility^  which  in  the  eyes  of  every  impartial 
spectator  would  have  reflected  honour  on  their  characters^ 
a  sensibility  beyond  what  could  have  been  imagined  in 
daughters  who  now  had  not  seen  their  father  for  twelve 
years.     Yet  it  was  an  unpleasing  reflection  to  me^  thus  to 
have  occasion  to  gauge  their  love^  and  to  say,  This  is  the 
exact  measure  of  their  affection.   I  remained  in  this  part  of 
the  world  long  enough  to  see  my  children  consoled,  and 
myself  forgotten.     Self-importance  of  man,  upon  how  slight 
a  basis  do  ihj  gigantic  erections  repose  ! 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

From  St.  Leon  I  proceeded  to  the  kingdMii  of  Hongvy. 
To  complete  this  journey  I  must  pass  through  near  twen^ 
degrees  of  longitude.  But  that  was  a  trivial  consideration : 
vhat  I  most  desired  was  to  gain  a  new  situation^  and  enter 
upon  an  untried  scene.  I  had  determined  in  my 'next  expe- 
riment upon  the  endowments  of  the  stranger^  to  make  ns 
half-formed  eflforts,  and  to  suffer  no  mischiefs  that  drev 
their  source  from  my  own  irresolution.  I  determmed,  as 
I  have  said^  to  forestall  all  opposition  hy  my  firamesa^  and 
to  silence  all  ohjectors  hy  the  display  of  a  more  than  princely 
magnificence.  I  thought  it  therefore  eligihle  to  remove  to 
a  acene^  where  no  encounter  with  any  one  I  had  ever  known 
might  abash  me^  and  no  relation  of  any  adventure  I  had  ever 
met  should  follow  me.  The  change  of  my  figure,  it  is  tm^ 
would  render  an  encounter  of  this  sort  of  little  moment  to 
my  liberty  or  my  reputation ;  but  I  was  a  new  man,  and 
I  was  desirous  to  engross  and  to  feeL  the  benefits  that  attend 
upon  novelty. 

There  was  another  motive  howevier  secretly  working  at 
my  heart,  of  a  grander  and  more  exalted  cast,  that  made 
me  prefer  Hungary  to  all  the  countries  of  the  earth.  Hun- 
gary had  been  now,  for  upwards  of  a  century,  the  great 
frontier  of  the  Christian  world,  —  the  theatre  upon  which 
the  followers  of  Mahomet  contended  against  the  followers  (d 
Jesus  for  destruction  and  for  empire.  My  mind  had  from 
time  to  time  brooded  over  this  picture  in  the  solitude  and 
forlomness  of  my  dungeon.  I  ruminated  on  all  the  calami- 
ties of  Hungary,  from  the  battle  of  Wama  in  1444,  to  the 
battle  of  Mohacz  in  1526 ;  in  both  of  which  this  generous 
nation  had  unsuccessfully  achieved  prodigies  of  valour,  and, 
even  by  their  defeats,  had  protracted  the  date  of  their  own 
independence,  and  co-operated  for  the  defence  of  the  popu- 
lation and  arts  of  Europe  against  a  barbarous  and  blood- 
delighting  foe.  My  thoughts  dwelt  with  rapturous  admir- 
ation upon  the  exploits  of  the  heroic  Huniades  and  his 
greater  son.    In  the  course  of  my  many-coloured  experience 


I  had  teen  somefldiig  of  war^  and  was  not  totally  unae* 
quaiated  with  its  never^-failing  consequences.  Meditating  at 
I  had  done  in  the  du]:^;eons  of  the  inquisition^  if  ever  I  ie» 
covered  my  personal  IMbertj  and  mir  freedom  of  action^  a 
journey  into  Hungary^  my  imagination  had  grown  familimr 
iti!lh  eaqituisd  towns  and  nnciidBg  Yillages ;  irith  the  gaUant 
soldier  stretched  lifeless  on  the  plain^  and  the  defiencelesB 
mother  and  her  offspring  brutally  insulted  and  massacred; 
with  ftdds  laid  waste^  and  a  people  lifting  up  their  hands 
for  bvead.  Determined  as  I  was  to  open  at  once  all  ^ 
stores  of  my  wealthy  I  thought  I  eould  not  find  a  noUer 
wene  for  its  dis^y.  I  resolved  to  pour  the  entire  stretto 
of  my  ridies^  like  a  mighty  river^  to  fertilise  these  wasted 
plains^  and  revive  their  fainting  inhabitants.  Thus  proceed* 
fskg,  should  I  not  have  a  right  to  expect  to  .find  myself 
guarded  by  the  faithful  love  of  a  peo^  who  would  be  hi. 
debted  to  my  beneficence  for  every  breath  they  drew? 
This  was  the  proper  scoie  in  which  for  the  possessor  of  <iie 
pldlofDpher  8  stone  to  take  up  his  abode.  He  who  could 
fSsel  his  ambition  satisfied  in  a  more  straitened  field  woul^ 
hy«o  doings  prove  himsdf  unworthy  of  the  mi^ty  biesa* 


Nothing  occurred  to  me  in  my  journey  of  importance 
enott^  to  obtain  a  place  in  this  history.  When  I  arriTed^ 
I  fbund  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  even  more  wretched 
tfian  the  lawlessness  of  my  imagination  had  i^resented  il« 
In  the  battle  of  Mohacz  the  last  of  the  line  of  their  native 
sovereigns^  together  with  the  fiowcr  of  his  nobility,  had 
fallen  a  victim  to  the  merciless  plague  of  war.  What  «mv 
vived  of  eminent  persons  in  the  state  assembled  soon  after  in 
iMtional  diet^  and  elected^  as  they  had  been  aconstomed  to 
do,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  among  themsdves  to  pres&do 
over  the  councils  and  to  conduct  the  batdes  of  thdr  oouii- 
iiy.  But  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Austria,  ever  on  Ae 
watdi  for  the  i^grandis^nent  of  their  family,  seized  the 
opportunity  of  thdr  disastrous  situation  to  enslave  tho 
Hungarians  to  dieir  sc^tre.  Charies  the  Fifth  caused  his 
biother  Ferdinand,  whose  consort  was  only  sister  to  the 
deceased-  mMiardi,  to  advance  his  daim  to  the  vacant  throne, 
and  to  enter  the  country  with  an  imperial  army.     The  na« 
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tiTe  and  deeted  sdvtfK^n  fonnd  hiinidf,  in  die  weakened 
Msditkm  of  hit  realm^  unaUe  to  lesLst  die  Austrian  aron, 
and  was  finally  driven  to  the  deaperate  expedient  of  calliag 
in  the  Turk  to  hia  aaeistanoe.  From-  this  time,  fm*  now 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  the  kingdom  had  been  a  prey  to 
^o  foreign  inyaders,  altematdy  taking  and  retaking  ha 
moat  considerate  towns,  and  distribnting  with  the  stiictegt 
impartiality  the  miseries  of  war  to  her  devoted  inhabitants. 
Solyman  the  Magnificent,  the  present  Ottoman  emptor,  iii 
no  long  time  threw  off^the  mask  ;  and,  like  his  rival  Ferdi« 
Band,  prc^essed  to  fight  only  for  the  enlargement  of  Jus 
own  dominions  ;  while  the  claims,  the  liberties,  the  consti- 
tation,  and  the  prosperity  of  Hungary,  were  alike  troddea 
under  foot  in  the  protracted  and  sanguinary  struggle. 

At  the  period  at  which  I  entered  this  unfortunate  realm, 
the  Turk  was  in  possession  of  Buda,  Gran,  Temeswar,  and 
niany  of  the  most  considerable  cities ;  and  Ferdinand,  who 
had  now  succeeded  Chailes  in  the. imperial  digputy,  had 
been  obliged  to  withdraw  the  seat  of  the  national  govern- 
ment from  the  first  of  these  towns,  the  ancient  metropolis 
to  the .  comparatively  insignificant  city  of  Presbui^.  The 
war  between  the  two  parties  had  more  than  once  been  inter- 
xupted ;  not  indeed  by  the  more  stable  accommodations  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  but  by  a  truce  variously  conchided  for  the 
terms  of  six  or  of  eight  years.  Short  as  was  the  period 
assigned  to  the  suspension  of  arms,  it  was  never  suffered  to 
i«ach  its  natural  termination ;  but,  after  the  interval  of  one 
or  two  summers,  hostilities  did  not  fail  to  break. out  again, 
with  aggravated  symptoms  of  resentment  and  animosity. 
The  warfare  that  was  now  casried  on  had  more  in  it  of  pas- 
sion  than  vigour :  it  was  of  little  moment  to  the  interest  of 
eitlier  of  the  princes  under  whose  banners  it  was  conducted; 
but  it  was  not  on  that  account  the  less,  but  rather  the  more, 
vexatious  and  distressing  to  the  Hungarian  people.  It 
obeyed  no  rule ;  it  operated  in  every  direction ;  no  place, 
BO  province,  no  town,  —  neither  the  church  nor  the  palace, 
neither  the  cottage  nor  the  castle,  —  could  assure  safety  to 
those  who  sought  its  protection.  A  flying  party,  which  was 
to-day  in  the  west,  would  almost  the  next  day  make  its 
appearance  in  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  kingdom.     Arts 
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Were  neglected ;  civilisation  was  destroyed ;  the  stem  and 
haughty  haron^  free  from  restraint^  would  sally  from  his 
castle^  sometimes  in  pursuit  of  plunder^  sometimes  of  pri- 
vate resentment  and  revenge;  the  starving  peasantry  gladly 
enlisted  in  the  hand  of  a  ferocious  partisan  for  hread ;  the 
gaii^  of  robbers^  which  the  vigilant  policy  of  better  times 
had  almost  annihilated^  rose  agaiii  in  importance^  and 
swdled  into  regiments ;  and^  while  they  assumed  at  plea- 
sure the  denomination  of  adherents  to  Ferdinand  or  to  Soly- 
man,  perpetrated  every  species  of  excess  with  impunity. 
When  a  reflecting  spectator  surveys  a  coimtry  in  a  condition 
Hke  this^  he  is  tempted  to  wonder  that  the  inhabitants  still 
retain  the  courage  to  bestow  on  dieir  fields  any  s<M*t  of  culti- 
vation^ and  that  the  licensed  or  the  unlicensed  robber  still 
finds  something  over  which  to  extend  the  fangs  of  his 
rapacity. 

I  had  not  long  passed  the  gates  of  Vienna^  before  I  be- 
gan to  observe  the  symptoms  of  that^  which  I  had. come 
from  the  Pyrenees  and  die  Oaronne  to  visit.  The  farther 
i  advanced^  the  more  melancholy  was  the  scene  I  beheld^ 
The  country  in  some  places  entirely  deserted  ;  villages  laid 
in  ashes ;  cities  reduced  to  the  dimensions  and  indgni- 
ficance  of  villages ;  fields  fertilised  or  made  rank  with  the 
manure  of  human  blood ;  the  roads  broken  up^  the  erec- 
tions of  human  ingenuity  almost  obliterated;  mills  thrown 
down;  rivers  choked  up  and  rendered  stagnant;  a  few 
solitary  plots  of  cultivation  scattered  amiidst  the  mighty^ 
waste.  The  inhabitants  I  saw^  appearM  terrified^  sickly, 
^mected,  and  despairing ;  there  was  scarcely  one  who  earlier 
or  later  had  not  lost  a  father  or  a  brother^  whose  wife  had 
fiot  been  made  the  victim  of  brutal  lust,  or  who  had  not 
seen  his  children  butchered  before  his  face.  Persons  of 
the  more  opuloit  classes  could  not  travel  the  country  in 
safety,  without  being  armed  and  associated  in  companies 
and  caravans.  I  was  myself  obliged  to  obtain  the  protec- 
tion of  parties  of  soldiers,  who  from  time  to  time  happened 
to  be  marching  in  the  route  I  pursued.  The  savage  neg- 
lect into  which  every  thing  was  declining,  produced  in 
reputed  instances  a.  contagious  air  and  pefitaiexvti^  ^^^^^as:^  % 
vrhile  dearth  and  famine  unrelentingly  \ia\n\\&^  ^^^  «X«^^ 
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«f  thoie  wiiom  the  sward  and  Cht  pMtflence  httA  tptrdl 
Audi  is  war :  such  are  the  evils  Batums  willinglj  plUlit 
jhto^  or  ere  eompefied  to  endure,  to  pamper  the  acnaolni 
hnury  or  pride  of  a  Endinand  and  a  Merman  f 

I  proceeded,  as  I  had  originally  detemuied  to  dcsts 
BmU,  the  metropolis  of  the  Idngdom.  It  was  in  the  haadb 
•f  the  Tark.  It  was  of  little  importance. to  me  w^ellwr 
Ihe  monarch  ei  the  soil  were  a  Mahometan  or  a  CduisfiaBj 
fny  mind  wate  engrossed  by  consideraliolis  of  a  very  di^br^ 
cnt  magnitude.  I  came  to  relieve  and  assist,  to  the  utiMit 
^  my  power,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  tn  the  cOrti»- 
ttity  of  dietr  distress. 

I  had  not  proceeded  thus  tar,  without  bestowing  a  oertaia 
itrictness  of  reflection  on  the  sol^t.     I  easily  aaw  Iha^ 
if  I  would  confer  a  substantial  benefit  on  this  unlbrtiniatt 
nation,  I  had  scarcely  any  other  means  for  the  pmrposi^ 
4han  that  of  reviving  among  them  a  sfHiit  of  induatry.     I 
'Was  aware  that,  in  the  strictness  of  the  tern,  money  was 
not  wealth ;  that  it  could  be  neidier  eaten  nor  drunk ;  that 
it  would  not  of  itself  either  dolhe  the  ndced  or  shdtar  the 
houseless;  and  that  it  was  unable,  but  by  a  drcuiteOB 
operation,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  proviaiMis  or  gdhi- 
modities  that  the  country  aflSirded.     It  was  nay  boiinalB 
therefore  not  to  proceed  idly  in  the  distrtbutioa  of  gold, 
but  to  meditate  seriously  my  plan  of  operatkiBs* 

I  fixed  myself  in  a  spacioua  and  beautifid  malHsioa  in 
^e  capital.    This  in  the  present  distressed  and  depopidatad 
eondition  of  Hungary,  it  was  not  difficult  to  preeuse. 
The  house  I  selected  had  for  centuries  been  the  prinfiipel 
residence  of  the  illustrious  family  of  Ragotski ;  but  the 
|iresent  representative  of  that  family,  after  having  seen  hk   i 
sons,  one  after  another,  killed  in  ihe  battles  of  his  country,    i 
and  his  estates  ruined  by  military  depredation,  had  fisuiid    | 
himself  compeUed  to  fly  in  his  old  age,  and  had  taken  te-    | 
fbge  with  a  distant  branch  of  ^  same  house  in  the  great  ] 
duchy  of  Lithuania.     It  was  not  necessary  for  me  to 
proceed  to  any  great  extent  in  the  first  instance  in  the  ma- 
mifacture  of  my  wealth ;  I  had  every  fkciHty  for  adding 
to  ray  store  from  time  to  time  as  oircttinatancea  limM 
dipaand. 
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I  dctirmiiicd  to  tpte  my  «p«rotieii»  yh^  the  artide  gf 
taikiiig.  There  was  aaffidait  need  of  it.  Ope  half  of 
Ifae  faiNiaea>  timmgh  aiost  of  the  diaftrkta  of  Low^^  or 
Weatem  Huogary  in  particuhar>  were  rained  and  untenanir 
Miti  I  did  net  begin  with  ere^ng  palaces ;  I  felt  that 
Ae  fif8t|clainMHitB  in  the  pv^aent  eaaergmey  were  the  pefiK 
aamt  and  lHae.  eultivaton  I  was  mate  d^rous  that  t^ 
ittsde  than  the  prinee  should  be  well  lodged  and  accow^ 
niodatedy  provided  with  (he  means  of  rest  after  fa^gqn^ 
•ad  acciired  s^ainst  the  inyasion  of  ungenial  seaaonsh 

My  reasons  for  b^inning  with  bii];Lding  were  these : — ]| 
was  my  purpose  to  stimulate  aend  revive  the  industry  of  tll9 
natkm :  1  was  desirous  of  ddng  this  with  the  least  practi* 
eable.  violenoe  upon  the  indisfttioos  and  freedom  of  the  in* 
hahitaiits.     Had  I  required  of  those  to  whom  I  addressed 
myself^  that  they  should  fertilise  the  earthy  the  seeds  with 
whidi  it  should  be  impr^nated  nught  be  wanting :  I  should 
hafve  a  nice  balance  to  adjust  between  what  was  necessary 
for  immediate  subsistence,  and  what  mi^t  be  applied  ai 
the  basis  of  fiitiffe ;  a  point  better  left  to  its  spontaneous 
level :  I  mi^t  be  impeded  and  controlled  by  a  thousand 
circumstances  and  at  every  step.     But  the  materials  of 
huildihg  ire  te  be  found  in  ev^  country  j  no  seasons  caji 
impair,  no  malignity  of  man  can  annihilate  them.     Whereu 
ever  there  are  i^uarries,  there  is  stone;  wherever  there  is 
day,  tiiere  are  the  means  of  mapufactoring  bricks.     I  was 
anidoua  to  leave  the  rest  of  the  great  procsess  of  hunuw 
aeoflmmodation  to  its  course.    While  I  em^^kyyed  htbourers, 
4md  paid  them  their  w^^,  there  would  be,  in  the  mildest 
and  moat  salutary  mode,  a  contitiual  influx  of  money  iut^ 
the  market.     The  increase  of  the  predeus  metals  would 
give  new  alacrity  to  the  operations  of  traffic  ;  the  buyers 
woidd  eome  forward  with  double  confidence ;  the  venders 
would'  be  eager  to  meet  the  activity  and  spirit  of  the  de- 
mand*    Ardour  and  hope  would  revisit  the  human  mind  ; 
and  the  indualry  I  created,  affid  the  acocmmodatlonB  of  one 
jdnd  at  leaat  to  which  I  gave  birth,  would  inoculate  the 
ether  departments  of  the  e(»nmunity  with  a  similar  in- 
dualry.    I  came  into  Hungary  in  the  spxing  of  1560 ;  the 
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season  was  favourable  to  seeding  and  culdyation ;  I  seemed 
to  enter  on  my  undertaking  with  the  happiest  auspices. 

Some  time  however  must  necessarily  elapse  between  the 
period  of  impregnating  the  soil^  and  that  of  the  future  har- 
vest. Though  I  laid  it  down  therefore  as  a  law  to  myself, 
to  commit  the  least  practicable  violence  upon  the  genuine 
action  of  human  society  in  pursuit  of  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence^ I  thought  proper  in  a  certain  d^ee  to  engage  in 
the  importation  of  com  from  Poland^  Silesia^  and  other 
neighbouring  countries.  This  seemed  an  eligible  measuie,^ 
if  it  were  only  that  I  might  show  others  the  way^  and  ex« 
dte  them  by  my  example.  I  procured  agents ;  I  extended 
my  concerns  in  various  directions  over  the  navigable  riven; 
I  fbrmed  magazines.  It  would  have  been  contrary  to  die 
genius  of  my  undertaking,  either  to  make  a  gratuitous  dis* 
tribution  of  what  I  purchased.  Or  to  sell  it  at  such  low 
prices  as  to  drive  other  speculators,  whose  spirit  of  enter- 
prise might  happily  co-operate  with  mine^  out  of  the  mar- 
ket. However  indifferent  I  might  feel  to  the  receipt  (tf 
pecuniary  compensation^  it  was  necessary  that^  in  the  ctm- 
cems  of  barter  and  trade,  I  should  assume  the  exterior  of 
a  merchant. 

Nor  did  I  wholly  confine  my  exertions  within  the  oc- 
cupations of  an  architect  and  a  corn-dealer.  These,  or 
radier  the  former  of  the  two,  I  r^arded  as  my  true  and 
genuine  province ;  but  I  did  not  so  far  enslave  myself  to 
my  own  maxims^  as  to  negative  in  all  instances  the  direct 
demands  of  want.  I  wai^  not  anxious  to  convert  a  nation 
or  an  army  of  men  into  my  personal  adherents  and  re- 
tainers: I  was  rather  desirous  to  avoid  this  as  a  dangerous 
source  of  oUoquy.  I  did  not  therefore  always  decline^  by 
pretended  loans  to  assist  other  men  to  employ  labour^s  v 
well  as  myself,  to  act  upon  their  own  designs,  and  prosecute 
their  own  fortune.  The  cries  of  the  poor  man,  the  widow, 
and  the  orphan,  were  sometimes  too  importunate,  and  too 
well  justified  by  their  unquestionable  necessities,  to  aBow 
me  to  withhold  from  them  my  alms.  In  a  few  instaneeB 
I  conveyed  my  supplies  anonymously  to  persons^  whose  '( 
dignity  of  birth  or  wYio^  -^roud.  independence  would  hafe 
been  too  grievously  iwoxxxv^iedLVl  ^«^\!>aji\5!L'3pw\^\k«i  he- 


TBAVELS  OF   ST.  I4EON.  375 

Befactor.  I  was  cautious  and  apprehensive  as  to  the  direct 
dispensing  of  money^  but  not  entirely  bent  against  it ;  I 
r^arded  it  as  a  precarious^  but  in  some  cases  a  necessary 
ii^terfe^ence. 

The  impulse  which^  by  these  various  measures,  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  generate,  seemed  to  have  the  effect,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  sphere  of  my  activity  extended,  to  revive 
l^e  almost  expiring  life  of  die  country.  Dejection  and 
hopeless  indolence,  when  I  commenced  my  operations,  were 
written  in  every  face;  the  miserable . inhabitants  crawled 
along  the  roads  or  the  street,  their  hands  idly  relaxed  by 
their  side,  and  their  slow  and  painful  steps  scarcely  sup- 
porting  thdrUfeless  trunk.  When  my  plan  became  ki^wi^ 
9nd  I  had  already  in  a  few  instances  reduced  my  mkxims 
into  practice,  it  was  as  if  the  mellow  and  spirit-stirring 
blast  of  a  trumpet  had  wakened  their  sleeping  souls.  Their 
eyes  lightened  with  intelligence ;  the  tear  of  anguish  was 
wiped  from  their  faded  cheeks;  the  smile  of  hope  slowly 
expelled,  and  faintly  succeeded  to,  the  bitter  expression  of 
despair.  Busy  and  active  thoughts .  gave  new  motion  to 
their  limbs  and  quickness  to  their  steps ;  the  labourer  was 
seen  hastening  from  place  to  place ;  the  sound  of  the  han^- 
laer^  the  saw,  and  the  various  tools  of  the  workman,  was 
to  be  heard  from  every  side. 

The  conduct  I  pursued  necessarily  fixed  upon  me  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  pubUc  attention.  I  was  a  foreigner^ 
destitute  of  connections,  and  having  no  previous  acquaint- 
fmce  with  any  individual  in  the  country.  I  was  in  ap- 
pearance a  mere  boy,  a  yoimg  man  in  all  the  flower  and 
bloom  of  adolescence,  and  who  must  be  supposed  to  have 
Just  entered  into  possession  of  his  patrimony.  These  things 
tended  to  increase  the  public  wonder,  and  to  render  the 
inystery  of  my  proceedings  more  pe^lexing  and  obscure. 
In  the  age  of  genial  warmth  and  melting  softness,  I  did 
BOt  appear  accessible  to  those  passions  which  haunt  the 
days,  and  too  often  undermine  the  virtues,  of  youth.  Youth 
is  the  season  of  benevolence ;  but  benevolence  is  rarely,  as 
Ifeemed  to  be  my  case,  the  only  fruit  that  youth  is  found 
to  produce..  There  was  a  maturity  and  a  justness  of  ada^^t- 
ation  in  mj  plans,  not  less  foreign  £xom  ^\x^\.  ^<(ysA  ^V^. 
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iiBTOiiiided  ma  would  Ymy€  expected  me  to  disfilay.  Ite 
apparent  dittntereetediiees  and  modesty  of  my  pioeeedagi 
were  not  lost  upon  Uie  spectatora.  Tke  oonsequenoe  o£  A 
this  was,  that  the  sieur  de  Chatillon,' such  was  the  name  I 
al  this  time  assumed,  was  regarded  as  a  phenomenon  wMA 
eould  not  be  too  mudi  admired,  or  too  loodly  extolled 
WheroTer  I  appeared,  the  people  followed  me  wi^  dioiy 
gratitude  and  blessings ;  ballads  were  written  in  my  piaiaB| 
the  Tery  cMMren  were  taught  with  their  inisBt  teogaes  ta 
li^  the  Tirtues  of  the  saviour  o£  Hungary.  My  dsoni 
were  besieged ;  my  steps  were  watebed ;  I  eould  moiie  ao 
where  without  public  observation.  I  was  irapcnrtuned  with 
petitions  without  end ;  yet,  if  any  petitioner  showed  bin- 
self  presumptuous  and  intrusive,  the  whole  uaultitade  si 
bystanders  was  ready  to  repress  his  indiscretion,  and  teadi 
mm  the  respect  that  was  due  to  thdr  generouft  benelacti^ 
who  never  refused  any  thing,  but  what  it  would  be  iiK 
proper  and  ii^fmrious  to  grant. 

Such  was  the  treatment  I  experienced  in  Buda  and  d» 
nei^bouring  districts.     WheUier  I  looked  withm  or  with* 
out,  I  was  equally  presented  with  indtements  to  self-^pia» 
bation.     I  sent  forth  labour,  accompamed  with  her  bal 
and  loveliest  companions,  plenty  and  health,  congratuhutMi 
and  contentm^it,  to  scatter  blessings  tharoug^  the  land.    I 
folt  that  I  was  prompted  to  this  conduct  by  none  of  the 
motives  of  vulgar  ambition.     I  desired  neither  lordshipi 
nor  estates,  neither  elevation  of  rank,  nor  extension  of  pie«i 
rogative.     Suffident  to  myself,  if  I  efkeitd  the  lu^incM 
of  the  pe(^le,  and  they  confessed  roe  their  benefactor,  my 
vverj  passion  would  then  be  gratified.    The  utusost  bounds 
ary  of  my  personal  wishes  proceeded  no  farther  than  thi%i^ 
that  I  might  be  honoured  and  loved.     M^at  I  desired,  ]> 
obtained  ;  the  youth  I  had  procured  to  mysdf  through  dbe' 
medium  of  the  6fm9  magnum,  was  like  what  we  are  iM'^ 
oi  the  youth  of  Job:  — ''  When  I  w«tt  out  tt^migh  A») 
gate  <^  die  dty,  the  young  men  saw  me  and  hid  themsdvs% 
and  the  i^ed  arose  and  stood  up ;  the  noUes  refrained  frsfli  ' 
talking,  and  the  princes  kdd  thdr  handaupon  their  mou^ui^ 
When  the  ear  heard  me»  then  it  blessed  me ;.  and  whe*  \ 
the  eye  saw  me^  it  fgKve  ii\%B!M&  w  tk^  ^RacMfiAk:* 
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Here  it  may  be  thought  i  had  asceiicted  to  ihat  i^hero 
Hfllifsk  it  WM  fit  the  possessor  of  the  philosopher's  stood 
i^iidd  fill,  and  reaped  the  rewards  to  which  a  man  thnir 
^dowed  ought  to  be  forward  to  entitte  himself.  Nor  mH, 
l^^itn  that  I  was  insensible  to  the  gratifications  of  mf 
pfesent  sitaatioii.  Though  I  sought  to  esc^w  from  the 
applause  that  pursued  me^  yet  there  is  something  in  1^ 
iMofe  of  the  human  mind^  that  makes  it  impossible  for  ua 
to  hear  it  without  complacence.  It  was  not  however  • 
Msterous  and  obtrusive  acclamatioii  that  satisfied  roe.  A 
oiftain  inwrovight  modesty  oi  natm*e  made  me  Uaten  t» 
noisy  commendations  ^th  a  sentiment  of  shame.  The]r 
seemed  to  be  more  than  any  thing  I  had  done  could  de« 
B^ntve;  or  they  seemed  to  be  in  a  tone  firom  which  the 
dsKeacy  of  a  virtuoiK  mind  prinks  back  dii^eased.  Thef 
wore  so  obstreperous^  as  to  take  firom  me  the  power  of 
heating  the  sweeter  vercKet  of  my  own  conscience.  No; 
it  was  the  unbidden  tear  that  glistened  in  the  eye  of  mf 
beneficiaries;  the  tongue  that  faltered  beneath  the  essays 
of  gratitude ;  the  overwhemed  heart  that  had  no  power  i» 
express  itsdf ;  the  hand  of  the  parent  that  waa  stretched 
omt  to  his  chtiklren^  and  dumbly  said^  These^  these  shall 
iSHmk  yon ! — it  was  these  things,  that  I  felt  within  as  the 
bdsain  of  my  life,  and  ^be  Mnbrosia  of  heaven. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


Tav>  llkus  surrooiMied,  and  regaled  with  this  animatei} 
pMise,  I  was  not  content ;  I  wanted  a  friend.  I  was  akme 
aaiidst  the  innumerable  multitudes  of  diose  I  had  blessedL 
I  llnew  no  cordiality;  I  could  refoae  no  confidence;  I 
edfild  find  no  equal.  I  was  like  a  God,  who  dispenses  his 
bovaties  protoBely  dinough  twenty  climates,  but  who  at  the 
same  tkiie  sits,  separate,  elevated,  and  atcme,  in  the  highest 
Iteaven.  The  reader  may,  if  he  pleases,  despise  me  for  tiio 
confesnon  ;  but  I  feh  that  I  was  not  formed  for  the.  hap« 
yitsa  of  a  Qod. 
^  I  wae  sot  koweyar  long  soffidflRlily  a\  \ei«ae>  ^Ob»^^  ^* 
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refine  upon  the  deficiencies  of  my  situation.  '  I  had  engaged 
in  a  .task  of  extreme  delicacy^  in  which  the  smallest  failuxe 
would  draw  along  with  it  the  most  serious  consequence!. 
Mine  was  not  an  imdertaking  that  had  for  its  object,  to 
supply  those  around  me  with  luxuries,  or  to  augment  the 
stock  of  their  cheerful  relaxations  and  amusements;  the 
very  existence  of  my  beneficiarite  depended  on  its  successt 
I  had  put  myself  in  a  considerable  degree,  with  whatever 
diffidence  and  caution,  in  the  room  of  the  course  of  nature^ 
and  had  taken  the  administration  of  the  comnoon  benefit! 
of  human  society  into  my  hands.  The  populace  are  e?er 
ready  to  construe  this  delegation  in  the  strictest  seaase: 
unqualified  to  trace  the  wheels  and  combinations  of  the 
great  machine,  if  prosperity  is  their  lot,  they  willingly  as- 
cribe it  to  their  i^rotectors  and  governors;  and  if  thejf 
are  unfortunate,  it  is  against  them  that  the  storm  of  theiir 
resentment  is  directed.  The  moment  they  are  thus  ini' 
fated,  their  impatience  is  too  great  to  admit  of  corrective! 
and  remedies ;  in  the  fury  of  their  disappointment,  thej 
disturb  every  thing,  and  render  that  irreparable  and  fatal, 
which  was  at  first  only  doubtful  and  unpromising. 

My  proceedings,  as  I  have  already  said,  bore  in  the  cop? 
mencement  the  most  benignant  face,  and  seemed  a  revival 
of  this  despairing  and  unfortunate  nation  little  less  thai) 
miraculous.  The  regular  labours  in  which  the  inhabitants 
became  engaged,  restored  a  healthful  tone  to  their  minds; 
the  payments  they  duly  received  seemed  to  discharge  tibeu) 
from  sdl  anxious  solicitude ;  and,  as  by  my  own  efibrts  aod 
the  enterprises  of  others,  the  market  was  supplied  with  pror 
Tisions,  they  had  no  difficulty  in  exchanging  these  paymeoH 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  supply  of  the  market  || 
first  was  easy ;  the  universal  dejection  that  preceded,  thou^ 
it  had  not  prevented  all  exertions  for  that  purpose,  h^. 
rendered  those  exertions  too  feeble  for  extensive  succefp^ 
The  iBtrenuous  effijrts  that  were  now  made  were  produetivie 
of  a  copious  supply ;  but  they  rendered  each  import^^ti^ 
more  difficult  than  the  importation  before.  The  dem^ 
continued  the  same ;  the  relief  was  every  day  more  diio^ir 
nutive  and  precarious.  The  harvest  was  however  adyanoii^ 
with  the  happiest  8.us^\ce&-.  wcA,  ^q>o^  ^\£l<^  ^ixae  m^ 


TBATELS  OF   gT.  LEON.  $79 

yet  be  consumed  in  expectation^  it  was  probable  frugality 
Mid  fortitude  might  enable  the  ii^abitants  to  hold  out  till 
the  season  of  plenty  should  arrive. 

But  fortitude  is  not  the  virtue  of  a  populace.  Th6 
kigher  had  been  their  hopes^  and  the  more  unexpected  their 
deliverance^  with  so  much  ithe  more  blank  and  melancholy 
a  countenance  they  beheld  this  unexpected  delay  and  retro- 
gre^ion.  Not  understanding  the  powers  by  which  I  acted, 
they  blindly  ascribed  to  me  the  faculty  of  doing  whatever  I 
pleased.  As  long  as  every  thing  went  on  prosperously, 
liiey  were  grateful ;  the  moment  a  reverse  occurred^  they 
were  inclined  to  murmur.  They  made  no  allowance  for  the 
liniited  capacities  of  a  human  creature:  they  imputed 
whatever  was  unpleasing  to  indifference  or  ill  will.  '  The 
price  of  commodities^  after  having  for  a  while  become' 
moderate^  now  rapidly  rose  again :  this  was  partly  the  con«> 
sequence  of  the  increased  quantity  of  the  precious  metals, 
by  means  of  which  any  assignable  sum  bore  a  less  pro- 
portion to  the  prpvisions  of  the  market  than  it  had  done 
before.  Bread  was  at  a  very  high  price;  and  it  occasimi-* 
ally  happened  to  buyers  who  did  not  come  early  enough, 
that  there  was  no  bread  to  be  purchased.  The  doors  of  the 
houses  where  it  was  sold,  were  besi^ed ;  the  industrious 
poor  appeared  before  them  with  the  first  faint  dawn  of  the 
morning's  light.  Here  they  consumed  hours  of  painful 
expectation^  in  grievous  addition  to  the  hours  of  their  cus- 
tomary fatigue.  The  whole  was  a  scene  of  anguish  and 
calamity ;  the  passions  of  those  who  composed  it,  mingled 
with  the  distress,  and  rendered  it  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 
Anticipating  famine,  they  felt  the  mischiefs  of  it  b^ore 
it  arrived.  Never  was  the  demand  so  urgent ;  it  seemed  as 
if  the  capacity  of  men's  appetites  was  enlarged,  and  the 
cravings  of  hunger  became  more  insatiable,  in  prt^ortion  to 
die  smallnesB  of  the  supply.  To  people  thus  circumstanced^ 
it  would  have  been  vain  to  recommend  frugality  and  mo^ 
deration.  They  devoured  the  food  with  their  eyes,  whils 
it  was  yet  beyond  the  reach  of  their  hands ;  and  the  leaaaai 
you  read  them,  would  have  sounded  in  their  ears  as  if  you 
had  bid  them  die  to-day,  to  escape  the  danger  o£  d^v^Aiiw 
morrow. 
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Hie  crowds  which  llie  neceitHy  of  ptirchftsing  breit 
Inmght  together  at  certnn  hours^  when  assemhkd,  natnniff 
entered  mto  the  discussion  of  their  present  diseoiiteiitt 
ney  were  not  satisfied  with  the  discouree  and  jostling  ti 
tfMnoming;  die  habits  produced  by  these  noisy  assendilial 
had  a  secret  charm  with  them^  and  drew  tllem  together  tl 
seasons  of  less  urgent  demand.  They  patnded  the  strsstsi 
they  were  load  in  the  expressions  of  their  dissatisfactioa. 
With  the  ineonaeqnence  incident  to  tihe  lower  orders  tt 
ntakfaid^  they  thrmttened  to  destroy  the  miUs^  the  mafkeM^ 
the  places  of  sale^  the  means  and  materials  by  whidi  tM 
wants  were  to  be  supplied. 

In  die  midst  of  these  scenes  of  tamnft  and  confiisioii,  H 
is  not  to  be  imagined  that  I  escaped  nneensnred.  fn 
odMnrise:  in  proportion  to  the  gradtnde  and  aderstioi 
widi  which  they  had  latdy  regarded  me^  were  their  detest 
•tkm  and  aUionvnce  now.  My  inter^n^nce  was  spcta 
of  with  contempt  and  execradon.  For  what  purpose  hail 
1^  a  foreigner,  come  into  their  country,  and  intruded  mysdf 
into  their  affldrs  ?  Why  had  I  impiously  taken  them  est 
of  die  hands  of  dieir  heavenly  Father,  whose  care  was  M 
constant,  and  whose  leMef  so  certain  ?  It  was  on  my  paarlt 
deiqpiealile  vanity  and  presnmpdon,  which  the  justice  ttf 
Providence  conld  not  fall  to  avenge ;  and  they  must  not 
•ulfer  the  punishment  of  my  bla^hemy.  But  diey  did  ii<ft 
8tc^  here.  There  was  no  horrible  cahuamy  which  they  M 
ttot  invent,  or  give  credit  to,  against  me.  They  imputed  tt 
me  die  basest  personal  modves  fbr  what  I  had  done.  Undtf 
te  hypocridcal  pretence,  diey  cried,  of  beitegthe^  benefat- 
tor  and  saviour,  I  was  using  them  <mly  for  my  private  endk 
I  had  beeome  a  purchaser  and  vender  of  com,  for  die  sin^ 
pttix>08e  of  increasing  my  fortcme.  The  present  sciatdtff 
diey  were  well  assured,  was  artifidacl,  and  of  my  own  eon^ 
triving.  I  had  magazines  in  diffeient  statkms  on  the  boidsni, 
wldch,  when  the  price  was  risen  to  the  standard  of  f^ 
avarice,  and  when  half  the  people  had  fedlen  victims  to  s^ 
Inhumanity,  I  purposed  to  dispose  of  to  an  immense  ipreSk 

Such  were  the  aspersions  to  yrHch  my  character  becsn^  / 1 
generally  exposed.  B7  H^  ^^^ace,  who  now  experieneed  j  1 
the  unsatisfied  ciovin^  oi  \i\Ba%«j  «cA.  Vsl^^^^xsv^^^^^  I  i 


tBe^dmgs  had  «xdted  hope^  only  to  be  fidlowed  by  a  mow 
«niel  diBappointmeBt^  they  were  greedily  credited.  Ma&jf 
Wbo  knew  their  falsehood^  were  yet  zealous  to  propagate 
l^em.  Short  as  had  been  my  residence  in  Hungary^  I  had 
fBo^de  many  enemies.  It  is  to  be  feared  ih&t  no  man  caa 
ht  Assiduous  and  indefatigable  in  the  service  of  others^ 
'without  incurring  that  consequence.  I  employed  a  great 
number  of  workmen ;  every  one  whom  for  whatever  reason 
X  refused  to  employ^  every  one  who^  being  unqualified  for 
the  service  I  required^  looked  with  an  envious  eye  on  the 
iMstter  fortune  of  his  neighbour^  was  well  disposed  to  be  mj 
enemy.  Persons  of  no  contemptible  account  in  the  com* 
munity  had  been  excited  by  expectations  of  profit  to 
engage  in  the  importation  of  com :  diese  persons  viewed 
say  efforts  in  the  same  department  with  a  suspicious  ey^ 
^d  regarded  a  man  who^  however  cautious  in  his  proceed* 
ings^  was  not  regulated  by  tibe  same  motive^  as  a  most  per^i 
nicious  rival.  My  sudden  elevati(m  and  importance  in  the 
oountry  were  viewed  with  not  more  astonicdmient  than 
ayersion  by  those  whose  importance  I  obscured.  They  could 
not  hear  with  patience  of  an  upstart,  a  boy^  a  stranger, 
OBe  universally  unknown,  elbowing  out  the  influence  of 
aH  that  was  most  illustrious  and  venerable  in  the  conu 
munity,  and  robbing  them  daily  of  their  adherents  and 
retainers.  All  these  persons  left  no  effi>rt  untried  to  defame 
fny  charadter. 

-The  impulse  once  given,  the  turbulent  disposition  of  the 
populace  became  every  day  more  formidable.  It  is  mudi 
easier  to  disseminate  a  temper  of  this  sort  than  to  quell  it: 
my  opulent  foes  might  take  alarm  at  its  excesses,  and  desire 
to  undo  what  they  had  done;  but  it  was  beyond  their 
power.  Every  day  I  feared  lest,  from  threats  and  inveo* 
iiiveB,  the  pc^ulace  should  proceed  to  violence :  every  night 
I  thought  I  had  reason  to  congratulate  myself,  that  ihe  day 
]iad  passed  without  waste  and  spoil  committed  by  them  on 
the  means  of  their  subsistence,  or  was  not  marked  with  the 
destruction  of  their  champion  and  benefactor.  In  some 
plaees  a  sort  of  petty  sedition  broke  out  among  the  labourers 
I  «nployed:  in  the  momii^  they  refused  to  wosk*.  ^V!| 
ihonld  a  men  imrJ^  they  muttered,  Yvhea  aihax  aS^\^  "nssfi 
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starre  with  the  wages  of  his  lahoiir  in  his  possession?  at 
night  they  hecame  impatient  and  fiirious^  and  demanded 
j&om  my  superintendents  and  storehouse-men  the  food, 
which  in  the  morning  they  had  refused  to  eam^  and  were 
dierefbre  now  unable  to  purchase.  I  had  already  had  some 
experience  in  the  nature  of  popular  tumults  ;  I  had  now  no 
marchese  Filosanto  at  hand  to  persuade  me  of  their  inef- 
ficacy ;  and^  if  I  had^  I  should  no  longer  have  lent  an  ear 
to  his  serene  and  unsuspicious  generosity.  I  felt  the  reality 
of  the  danger ;  I  saw  the  storm  as  it  blackened  in  my  ho- 
rizon, and  was  deeply  convinced  what  it  would  be  if  it  bant 
upon  my  head. 

It  may  be  imagined  with  what  feelings  I  viewed  mf 
whole  design  on  the  point  to  be  subverted,  by  the  unruliness 
of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  had  been  planned.  It  is  trae 
I  had  now  no  darling  relations  to  be  involved  in  my  fate^ 
no  incomparable  wife,  no  dau^ters  illustrious  in  innocence 
and  beauty;  yet  my  feelings  were  scarcely  less  pungent 
than  they  had  been  at  the  period  of  my  catastrophe  at  Pisa. 
I  had  blamed  myself  in  review,  that,  in  my  experiments  at 
Ck>nstance,  at  Dresden,  at  Pisa,  and  at  Madrid,  I  had  not 
commenced  upon  a  sufficiently  ample  scale,  but  had  sufiered 
myself  to  be  frustrated  by  the  ingloriousness  of  my  pre- 
cautions. That  had  not  been  my  error  in  the  present 
instance ;  yet  my  success  now  promised  to  be  scarcely  more 
flattering  than  upon  former  occasions.  I  had  looked  for 
happiness  as  the  result  of  the  benevolence  and  philanthropy 
I  was  exerting  ;  I  found  only  anxiety  and  a  well  grounded 
fear  even  for  my  personal  safety.  Let  no  man  build  on  tlie 
expected  gratitude  of  those  he  spends  his  strength  to  serve! 
Let  him  be  beneficent  if  he  will;  but  let  him  not  depend 
for  his  happiness  on  the  conviction  of  his  rectitude  and 
virtue  that f is  to  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of  others! 
There  is  a  principle  in  the  human  breast,  that  easily  in- 
duces them  to  regard  every  thing  that  can  be  done  for  them, 
as  no  more  than  their  due,  and  speedily  discharges  them 
from  the  oppressive  consciousness  of  obligation.  There  is 
a  levity  in  the  generality  of  men,  that  entails  on  them  a 
continual  oblivion  of  past  benefits,  and  makes  one  recent 
disappointment  oi  moie  \mL^T\»»K&  \xl  ^^a  <£<^^  ^hsn  an 
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eternity  W  kindnesses  and  condescension.  J  sh^all  have 
other  instances  of  ingratitude  to  display  in  what  yet  remains 
to  he  related  of  my  story. 

My  nights  were  restless ;  my  thoughts  were  in  arms. 
What  was  it  that  it  became  me  to  do  in  the  present  emer- 
gency ?     Sometimes^  in  the  bitterness  of  my  hearty  hating 
myself^  hating  the  endowments  |of  the  stranger^  hating  a 
race  of  beings  who  denied  all  credit  to  the  most  unheard-of 
exertions  for  their  advantage^  I  determined  to  withdraw 
unobserved  from  my  attendants  and  dients^  and  bid  adieu 
to  Htmgary  for  ever.     But  whither  was  I  to  fly  ?     What 
was  I  to  do  next  ?     What  experiment  could  I  make  of  the 
purposes  to  which  to  apply  the  philosopher's  stone^  that  I 
had  not  aheady  made  ?    These  questions^  to  none  of  which 
I  could  give  a  satisfactory  answer^  checked  the  career  of  my 
pasfflon^  and  gave  pause  to  my  thoughts. 

Mliatever  I  did^  I  was  determined  to  do  nothing  rashly, 
Bor  to  quit  a  great  experiment  without  its  having  been  fully 
tried.    It  was  no  light<  concern,  no  trivial  child's-play,  in 
which  I  had  embarked.     I  had  taken  the  welfare,  p^haps 
the  existence,  of  a  great  and  heroic  nation  under  my  pro- 
tecti<m.     In  this  glorious  vocation  it  did  not  become  me  to 
be  lighUy  discouraged.     What  if  those  I  served  and  saved 
did  not  show  themselves  sufficiently  sensible  to  the  exertions 
I  made  for  them  ?     I  ought  to  purify  my  bosom,  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  from  base  and  ignoble  motives,  and  to 
deem  myself  sufficiently  recompensed  by  my  conscious  vir- 
tue.    What  if  the  service  in  which  I  had  engaged  now 
appeared  to  be  a  service  of  hazard  and  peril  ?     Is  there 
any  great  undertaking  that  can  be  separated  from  this  con- 
dition ?     If  hastily,  ftom  cowardice,  from  pique,  or  from 
any  other  motive,  I  deserted  the  business  on  which  I  had 
entered,  what  was  to  become  of  my  mistaken  indeed,  but 
in  that  case  most  unfortunate  cUents  ?     The  greater  was 
the  crisis  to  which  tiiey  were  exposed,  the  more  were  un- 
remitted vigilance  and  uncommon  powers  necessary  to  guide 
them  amidst  its  rocks  and  its  quicksands.  I  saw  thousands 
of  men  who  for  several  weeks  had  fed,  as  it  were,  from  the 
stores  of  my  bounty.  By  a  propensity  inseparable  from  the 
human  heart,  I  became  attached  to  the  work  of  my  medi« 
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trtkmt,  and  the  kboor  of  my  tlwttglitB.  Ail  their  flddi. 
BCM^  their  ii^ottioe^  even  the  atrocious  cadmmiies  ^y  t^ 
mitted  and  propagated  against  me^  «oald  not  wean  iljr 
attachment  from  beings^  a  great  portion  of  whom/lmt'lil 
my  interference^  wonld,  I  belieTed;  long  ere  this  hatett 
pired  of  hunger.  -^i 

In  the  pecoiiar  and  urgent  eirewnstmcea  in  whidri 
found  myself^  no  expedient  was  so  obrious  as  th«t  of  aSHu^ 
in  the  interferenee  of  the  goyemment  und^  which  I  ih«& 
It  was  necessary  Aat  llie  resources  of  national  snlwasteati 
rfioald  be  defended  from  ^  wanton  spoil  o£  those  i^M;; 
when  ^ey  were  annihilatSBd^  nmil  inevitably  perish,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  benefactor  of  Hungary^  who;l^ 
lered  mys^^  Wa^  still  able  to  watch  efieetav^y  for  h» 
advantage^  should  be  protected  from  her  misguided  reBenb* 
ment.  The  alternative  was  singularly  painful  to  my  feeMi^ 
Hie  pride  with  which  myunparaUeled  endowtnenis  insfim 
me^  was  deeply  wounded^  when  I  was  compelled  to  coiiini 
diat  I  was  not  alone  equal  to  the  task  I  had  undertdol^ 
aod  that  I  must  submit  to  call  in  a  foreign  auxiliary.  I 
augured  Uttle  favourable  from  the  interforence  of  gofem^ 
ment^  which^  if  I  implored^  I  couM  scarcely  expect  M 
guide^  which  was  not  likely  to  submit  to  my  princi^  d 
lendering  its  interference  the  mildest  and  smallest  that  ibi 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit;  but,  puffed  up  with  pire& 
flumption,  and  intoxicated  with  autlttoity,  would  prebaliif 
kave  no  concern  of  the  pubMc  welfare  uninvaded.  Lem 
Of  all,  could  I  anticipate  much  of  good  fVom  a  Tuikiih  foa 
ttnmment.  But  what  could  I  do  ?  I  could  <Uscef«r  to 
ether  expedient.  Influenced  by  the  views  I  have  lecttn^ 
I  had  hitherto  kept  myself  as  far  from  the  obserratiini^tif 
the  political  directors  of  the  state  m  i  could.  B^ttf 
cautiousness  aiid  reserve  were  now  at  an  end.  Wvdi  vif 
aiyes  open  I  exposed  myself  to  all  the  evUs  diat  ndgfat  attend 
•n  my  proceeding.  •  ' 

I  determined  to  apply  to  the  bashaw  of  the  prtfiinm 
Previously  to  my  taking  this  step,  i  had.  die  precaution  ^It 
en^uiee  hii^  diaracter.  He  was  the  genuine  ofispring  of  4ii 
Tilo^i^  system  of  government.  His- mune  was- MuaUM 
Biy4    H«  waa  Oi\^iita(V^  si  CvttaiK^!i»i^sikae^  \^«3a«BL  a  Jai#- 
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8«iry ;  and^  rising  by  insensiUe  gradation^  had  at  length  hoen 
a|^K>inted  bashaw  of  Buda^  which^  as  being,  the  immediiite 
frontier  between  Austria  and  the  Porte^  was  at  this  time 
the  most  arduous  situation  in  the  gift  of  the  sultan.  He 
WM  esteemed  a  good  soldier ;  he  had  been  early  distin- 
guished by  his  dexterity  in  military  exercises ;  he  had  since 
ieai  much  sendee ;  and^  in  every  situation  in  which  he  was 
piikced,  had  earned  commendation  and  honouf.  He  was 
abfitemioUs  and  hardy  ^  for  himself,  he  neither  pampered 
1^  appetites  nor  shrunk  from  severity ;  and  he  had  as  litde 
kidulgenoe  for  those  under  his  command  as  for  his  own  per- 
son. Yet  he  wa»  indebted  for  his  present  eminence  more  to 
die  arts  of  the  courtier^  diah  to  his  merits  in  the  field.  His 
diief  care  had  ever  been  to  recommend  himself  to  those 
above  him^  and  to  obtain  the  good  Will  of  his  equals ;  for 
the  opinion  of  his  inferiors  he  gave  himself  little  concern. 
With  considerable  ability,  he  laboured  under  no  check  from  > 
either  principle  or  ingenuous  pride;  and  therefore  was 
extremely  successful  in  his  attacks  on  the  inclination  of 
fihose  he  sought.  The  habits  of  his  mind  had  modified  the 
Hoes  of  his  countenance  and  the  tones  of  his  voice.  Except 
to  his  dependants  and  the  poor  he  almost  always  spoke  with 
a  sjnile  upon  his  face,  and  his  enunciation  was  silver- 
tongued,  oily,  copious,  and  insinuating.  If  he  ever  adopted 
a  different  manner,  the  variation  was  oi)ly  in  the  means 
not  the  end;  and,  when  he  seemed  to  travel  by  an  opposite 
road,  the  goal  at  which  he  aimed  was  the  same»  He  neve^ 
consulted  any  oracle  but  that  of  his  apparent  interest ;  if  he 
had  any  insolence  in  his  nature>  he  r^arded  his  slaves  and 
those  under  his  military  Command  as  affording  a  sufficient 
sphere  for  its  exercise ;  he  had  no  affections  to  disturb  him 
&om  his  bent ;  he  had  no  passions  but  the  sdf- complacency 
of  superior  cunning,  and  the  sordid  love  of  pelf* 

This  account  of  the  man  with  whom  I  had  to  deal  was 
&r  from  encouraging ;  but  I  had  no  alternative*  I  sent  tp 
signify  my  desire  to  confer  with  him ;  or>  to  speak  more 
accurately,  to  ask,  in  the  Eastern  manner  when  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  him  to  receive  a  present  of  which  I  requested 
his  acceptance/  He  appointed  the  morning  of  the  following 
day.     I  piejuared  a  gift,  ^uch  as  might  tetkd  \a  coIi«^«^A^aa^ 
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ikjWMr,  without  maiUng  iu  the  donor  tbp  uppapiwrfogviif 
iiBWodfitMie  wealth.  It  consisted  of  siike.  and  ipuslto^  wiA 
a  smaU  piece  of  pUtp  of  e^uiitle  woxlpniui^pb  ill$ 
present  was  borne  by  twa  of  my  servants.  We  ^irm 
usheied  to  the  bashaw  in  his  prirajte  aparloient ;.  tlieie  were 
tlRO  or  three  persons  in  attendsmce  up^  him.  They  «^ 
a9»ii|edmy  present  together ;  and/ wkhout  €iondescend|Dg 
tx^  express  much  approbation,  I  coold  neverthelea^  6dpfm 
that  the  bashaw  was  pleased  with  it.  This  ceremoa^P^^osii 
chlded^  Muiafl^r  ordered  what  I  had  brought  to  betaken 
ifito  a  different  apartment ;  and,  every  other  peison  wilbr 
drawiiig>  we  were  Mt  alone*  <^ 

While  the  bashaw  was  examining  my  gilt^  I  toekt  tli^ 
epportunity  of  considering  his  person.  He  appeared  ti^lis 
ahvut  sixty  years  of  age ;  his  oomplexioai  dark  and  mfuddj; 
his  features  coarse  and  distorted ;  his  mustachoes  r^nv^ 
ably  large ;  his  person,  though  bony  and  mjusculaiv  ^eonsi- 
derably  below  the  middle  sise;  and  his  figure  ui^ainljiaid 
UBgraceful.  I  fdt  surprised  that  such  a  man  should  ^fffti 
haye  been  an  excdlent  soldier,  or  have  risen  &om  a  to 
raiik  to  one  of  the  first  situations  of  the  empire*  vTolofik 
at  him,  he  seemed  better  formed  for  the  vioe  of.a-comed|i» 
than  the-  ruler  of  a  nation.  He  raised  his  eyes  towardtiioi? 
a^ance>  aa  he  sat  leaning  on  his  elbow,  and  said,      ^t  n  i 

'^  You  call  yourself — ?"  jit 

"  The  sieur  de  ChatiUon." 

<^^  And  your  age  —  ?"  i  iiiir. 

"  I«  two  and  twenty."  .   :!iu?n 

^^  I  am  glad  you  are  eome  to  me.     I  intended  to  \mt 
ae&t  fbr  you,  and  you  have  saved  me  the  trouble." 
.  I  made  many  apologies  for  my  intrusion,  but  added 
tliat  I  had  a  petition  to  prefer,  and  I  hoped  he  would  fiivotf 
me  with  a  bearing.  j/ 

'  '^  Not  al;  all,  not  at  allr ;  do  not  call  it  an  intvusiatb:  il 
is  neaoessary  I  should  be  acquainted  with  you."  .  He  jiio* 
ceeded:  —  •  .  t;>;t^j 

"  You  have  undertaken  to  confer  great  benefits  .«a  the 
sul^ects  of  the  grand  s^mor>  my  master  ;<.to  rescue  tfaoDi 
&om  famine.  Young,  rich,  a  straiig^,  unknown  >to^cBl]l 
nta^ter^  Auikiioym  W:\u%  -s^iks^^fi^^  \  ^oss^^^^    that  |iiK 
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liaveMi^oed  no  labour  or  e^nse  to  bHng  aiboui  their  ^wi^ 
Ik^.  This  is  really  a  vay  extraordinary  is&s^;  your  Ktielit 
i9  ianprecedented;  I  do  not. feel  mysdf  competent  ttfrek 
HMHhd  it."  -   '^ 

-^  I  answered  that  I  laid  no  claim  to  uncommon  mi»rit^ 
^lait  every  temper  had  its  particular  Ratifications  v;  and  ^At 
H  Jiyond  as  real  a  luxury  in  the  proceedings  he  had  re** 
mtadatdy  as  other  men  did  in  the  excesses  of  the  tahley  <^ 
the  promiscuous  enjoyments  of  the  harem: 

^*  It  is  out  of  my  power/'  ccmtinued  he,  ^^  to  remua^raiiie 
yott  as  you  deserve ;  I  must  sraid  you  to  Constantmople*'^ ' 
I  perceived  that  this  was  tiie  first  essay  of  his  artifice^ 
1  inarmed  him,  which  I  have  no  doubt'he^knew  well  enough 
Ix^ore;  that  I  had  no  desire  to  go  to  Constantinople.  I 
wished  to  remain  where  I  was,  and  to  finish  what  I  had 
begun. 

'■■^.  WhsLt,  you  have  not  done  then  }^"  suddenly  and  wiib 
an  abrupt  voice  exclaimed  the  bashaw.  ''  By  Mahdinel,^  a 
man^  of  a  reasonable  appetite  in  your  place  might  be  satiS.^ 
Bid,  •  Have  not  you  filled  the-  streets  with  riots,  and  tiie 
oouhtry  with  rebdlion  ?  Do  not  the  populace  assemble  in 
crowds,'  insulting  every  one  they  meet,  and  talking  of  no^ 
thing  but  fire  and  devastation,  the  bowstring  and  the 
cimeter  ?  'Be  so  good,,  my  dear  dr,  as  to  inform  me  ^at 
further  you  may  have- in  view  ?" 

'^  Reverend  bashaw,"  cried  I  with  submission,  yet  with 
firmness,  "  I  have  none  of  these  things  in  view.  But  a 
moment  ago  you  did  justice  to  my  intentions^  They  are 
tkose  of  beneficence,  and  beneficence  only." 

^'  I  know  nothing  about'  that.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
mfli  honest  men's  blunders ;  I  look  to  the  e£^ts  they  pro- 
duce/' 

%  ^'  These  effects,  most  mighty  sir,  are  temporary ;  Aey 
me  die  douds  that  will  often  obscure  for  an  instant  the 
iMT^btest  suni^ne.  Condescend  to  lend  me  your  generoua 
assistance,  and  all  will  be  well." 

'<cf<  Do  not  tell  me  of  clouds  and  sunshine.  This  is,  to 
i&f  *think»ig,  not  an  April  shower,  but  an  earthquake  and 
sibunicanew  '  If  we  are  all  to  be  swallowed  u^  or  "^tik^ 
the-aiiv  k^is  no  consolation  to  me,  tllEial^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
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we  are  gone,  every  thing  sball  he  as  f9iijm^  j^^^ifimM 
paradise  itself."  -w 

^'  Remember^  sir^  that  when  I  came  into  Hu|igai7j  I   . 
found  its  inhabitants  in  the  most  desperate  co^ditipny^JD||f-  | 
serable,  wasted  and  starving.  Have  I  hot  already  sua^^n^ 
this  evil  for  months ? "  ,        ,.    .  .,2j 

'^  Yes,  I  do  remember.  You  are  one  of  those  l^u^ 
bodies,  who  never  see  an  evil  without  imagining  they  m 
the  persons  to  correct  it,  intruding  into  e^ei:y.  thing,  W 
subverting  every  thing.  The  superintendei^Qe  of .  the  .j^ott 
welfare  is  a  mystery  to  which  none  are  competent^  hmt^^Wf^ 
whom  Mahomet  has  .raised  to  the  situation  of  stat^9Bf^ 
Your  interference  is  blasphemy.  agains|;  the  ^urit.oi^.,^ 
religion,  and  deserves  to  be  encountered  y^ixk,  the  f(i0 
exemplary  punishment."  ,  ,^r; 

"  Good  Godl  then,  is  it. in  this  country  a^.c^inie  txhie^ 
the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  and  .shelte;r,.the  hoioif- 

''  Sieur  de  Chatillon,"  retorted  the  bashaw^  /^  ywjf^ 
to  be  unacquainted  wi^  the  maxims  of  Turkish  poli[eyj^|^ 
wisest  and  most  bepefipent  in  the  world.  ,  If-  oiope^  of  1^ 
disturbances  had  happened  at  which  I  haye  so  nwcl^^resf^ 
to  be  alarmed,  still,  in  relieving  the  people  in.t^  nti|riner 
you  have  done,  you  have  incurred  the  guilt  of  hi^Jfef^ 
against  the  sultan.  Know,  sir,  that,  through .  t)^  ,i^ole 
extent  of  his  dominions,  there  is  but  oui^  proprie^) 
and  that  is  our  illustrious  monarch.  Yon  say,, that  yojn 
wish  to  be  the  benefactor  of  his  subjects,  and  the^  judgeiff 
your  own  proceedi^ngs :  such  sentiments  ace.  <](jgrect  rebeUioD 
against  the  glorious  constitution  of  Ottoman,  l^h^  j^vf- 
reign  of  Constantinople  will  have  no  benefactor  in  Jjbe 
countries  he  presides  over,  but  himself.  Like  Jhe  ilii^sSife 
ruler  of  the  universe^  he  acts  by  second  causes  ;  ^  all^s 
his  ministers  to  be  the  instruments  of  his  beneficepce;  }ffi 
all  must  be  ascribed  to  him,  must  flow  from  his  willj,  tff^ 
be  placed  imder  his  control.  You,  who  have  fcni^med  a  .{dan 
of  public  benefit  without  consulting  him,  and  have  j^ 
sumed,  like  a  luminary  of  the  worlds  to  movjs  in  an  oi|it 
of  your  own,  have  in  strictaiess  of  construction  forfeited  your 
U&  to  his  justice ;  and  \  coiiSivi^X.  t^^^i:  ^^^  ^^scosncY  of  ^ 
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nature  than  the  maxims  of  his  p  ylicy,  if  I  aofibr  you  to  go 
from  this  palace  with  your  head  Upon  your  shoulders." 

Wilihout  peimitemg  myself  to  be  too  inuch  moved  hy  the 
imperious  hinguage  addressed  Vt  me,  1  complained  to  the   \ 
bashsw  6£  thfe  rigorous  and  arbitrary  chaiActer  of  wha£  he 
stated  to  be  the  maxims  of  the  Turkish  government.     I 
solemnly  protested  that  I  had  no  private  or  personal  object 
in   iriew.     The  efSsct  of  my  operations  would  be  to  give 
new  strength  and  energy  to  his  master's  dominions.     By 
difiAising  happiness  among  his  subjects^  by  reviving  indus- 
try, and  scattering  plenty,  prosperity,  and  ease,  all  disaf- 
fectioa'  would  he  it)oted  out ;  and  the  people,  who  are  never 
minute  in  Scanning  the  cause  of  their  enjoyments,  would 
bless  file  sceptre  under  which  they  were  made  to  participate 
such' manifold  benefits.  If  the  policy  of  the  divan  led  them 
in  any  degree  to  interfere,  they  ought  rather  to  crown  my 
m^HttnareS  with  Iheir  applause,  than  wantonly  to  throw  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  what  I  purposed.     I  asked  however  - 
no  reward,  I  dananded  no  favour  for  myself;  all  I  desired 
was  that  the- sultan  would  assist  me  in  securing  to  his  peo- 
ple 'those  benefits,  the  dissemination  of  which  I  had  so 
auspiciously  begun. 

The  bibhaw,  without  taking  any  direct  notice  of  this 
elcpostulatlon,  answered,  that  I  was  not  aware  of  the  maxims 
of  his  government,  to  which,  inconsideration  of  my  seeming 
genferoe^  akid  rectitude,  he  was  willing  to  give  the  mild- 
est iuterpretation.    "  It  is  however,"  continued  he,  "  to  the 
last  -degree  idle  in  you  to  imi^ine,  diat  you  can  be  permitted 
to  go  on  unobserved,  and  liiat  the  sultan  and  his  represent- 
atives are  to  take  no  account  of  your  proceeding.  The  great 
histrmnent  for  ruling  mankind  is  hy  their  passions  and 
their  opinions.     The  man  from  whom  they  b^eve'  they 
have  the  most  to  fear  and  the  most  to  hope,  will  always  be 
their  master.     "Whatever  be  your  secret  or  your  profeissed 
designs,  you  go  on  from  day  to  day  making  yourself  par- 
tisans, and  enlisting  the  subjects  of  the  sultan  among  your 
personal  retainers.     What  security  has  he  for  your  sub- 
mission and  loyalty  ?    How  shall  he  know  that,  when  you 
have  acquired  the  advantages  of  a  powerM  leader,  you  will 
n  ot  go  over  to  the  enemy,  or,  in  ike  present  distracted  con- 
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dition  «f^e  protince^  ere^lutye  die  ttodtteity  «nRi'4lplK 
^fOOfBell?  If  theretoe^  ^  an  iinexainpled'  (ieistttiqpjtf 
eoftstinfttkm^  I  decline  to  reduce  you  inta  the  fa^^^wi- 
diitiB  of  my  master's  will>it  is  st  least  immmbent'^ilil, 
tluirl  should  take  account  of  your  powers^  and  positei^ltjt. 
tetf  of  Ihe  tchednkl  of  your  property.  By  lMsikkeu»mf 
^em^  I'-watch  your  progress^  «ad  take  care  that  j&kiUf^Wt 
suddenly  becone  too  powerful  fbr  a  suljeet.  Are  ya«r|tM- 
fi^M  to  fMitisfy  me  on  this  head  ?"  ■>■■"■     -■ '  >  :^^^ 

.  bOri  this  question  I  hesitated  fbr  a  momeot ;  I^ha^^ 
lacactly  uiticipated  the  enquiry ;  at  lengdi  I  fe^^isBlfed^^ 
'Mvjr  of  a  few  days^  and  then  I  promised  tfaat^all  M^^ 
■■Mda  should  be  satisfied.    The  hai&aw  rotiHaed  ^^Mi£}?f!i 
■I'^-^.eknx  de  Chatillon,  I  lemark  your  bedtaliai^^lMil 
driw  from  it  nofayourable  augury.^    These  imliisBilHsHii 
jirvdikntairy .  indications  are  more  wort^  of  "my;  aMttfiib 
-tiMin^  ail  the  studied  and  elaborate  intomatftitt  y^i  (M 
>tfit|fk  proper  to  give  me.     ^,  you  aie  a  mnn  «#  ikoifanil) 
and  every  thing  that  relates  to  you  is  envel^ied  iHtimystllf. 
iYoa  came  hither  with  no  apparent  motive  ^^yoa^  hM  no 
eMUKwtfims  of  blood  in  Hungary ;  you  ha^et  aat'^Mfaalili- 
^icrwilh'  any  eminent  pa*son  of  the  HTmga>iBQrr>tHttiift.^clI 
4atM'lBtd  my  spies  on  you,  though  I  have'- 1^  jiftciMo 
Itought  proper  to  summon  you  to  my  presenoe;^  -¥ou4ttie 
^pu-chased  no  property  in  the  province ;  I  caanbt'hMrtPtbtt 
yiu  have  any  correspondences  or  resources  fitek  a^foid^'^sl 
•have  been  at  the  pains  to  procure  an  accosm  xtf  ^yettrtt- 
>penditmre  during  the  tl^ee  months  you  have  reside  jflicn^ 
m  •  iimch  of  that  expenditure  has  been  obseor^  lelaH^tettifl^ 
kud  indkect ;  bat  I  believe  you  will  find  aif'estiaaiiS^ 
ftMdBL'  you  are  at  liberty  to  ^spect  and  remibtk  aponpia- 
^teabiy  correct     Your  disbursements  for  tharee  nmtte^ 
>ibnBed  the  amount  of  two  years'  income  of  the  rielMat^wib- 
-Jict  that  eveii  the  credulous  monardis  of  Christendeiiirsiiiftr 
mMda  their  dominions.  What  am  I  to  diink  oi  this  ?-Si»r 
^cui  I  be  sufficieffidy  vigilant  respecting  a  man;  ^idioie^- 
pefliditnre  is  immense,  and  whose  weahh  can  nei^Mr^ 
HBced  to  its  ffiurce,  nor  ascertained  in  its  unofiiilf  i^  >  '^'^ 
;I  was  not  ak>w  in  cMi3eQturing  the  i^dsnlt  )pi4i^  i^ 
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-ttuMWig  that  the  dkcmwion  betwe^  us  sh»iild  be  «p«vc 

Mpmn  ^931  witnesses*     Hef  f^^aided  me  as  a  b^y,  «iid  }i§A 

thi9T«l0ve  practised  upon  me  all  those  arts  which  mil^ 

zBAnt  «ftetii4illy  excite  in  me  fear  and  alarm.     He  fomfA 

hvfw^f^  th«t>  under  the  external  iBdicalioiis  of  yontii  imd 

-ioesMf&if&tce,  I  possesse^L  the  wariness  ^t  added  years  mmA 

p«w«i!sAi]ly  incidcat^  and  the  sdf^possessioBraf  a  mini  diOb> 

roughly  awake  to  its  situation  and  its  resourees*     This 

inuflt.,  have  book  t»  the  ministar  befbre  whom  I  stood  a 

msmmMc  phenomenon.    But  curiosity  is  not  a  TuvUh 

.pasaion ;.  and  the  single  ol^ect  of  thebaisbaw  in  die  pseMit 

instance^  was.  to  i  make  the  mysteriousness  of  my  dfecmRu 

Mimmee^  *.pretes£t  for  exl<Hrting  money.     I  nibmitted  with 

.  as  little  seemii^  reluctance  as  possible  to  die  neoetsity  of 

iher^ase ;  - 1  requested  the  good  offices  of  MuzadSer  to,  pro- 

teel  my  benefactions ;  and  begged  permisston  to  mttke/hiin 

the  tfompliment  of  a  handscMxte  sum  of  money,  hf^mef  bf 

eoiifineing  him  that  I  was  worthy  of  his  friend^p. 

ThM  bosiness  was  easily  adjusted  between  us.     I  fiMtttd 

hstBifccfecdy  skilled  in  die  duties  of  a  public  ofB«e>  and 

*by  «9i jneana  under  the  dominion  of  vud^Mry  scropleisw  He 

.  tiMlstm  his?wai^  now  convinced  dial  I  was  a  well  meanii^ 

^.OQS^i.and  a  good  subject;  he  said,  diat  nothing  could  tend 

noone- dfectnaUy  to  demonstrate  my  innocence,  dian  my 

shifiKbig  that  I  understood  die  duties  and  coaeerns  of  a 

minjator  of  stale  ;  and  that  £ar  his  own  part  he  r^waa  nerer 

ao^lM^py,  as  when  he  was  thus  able  to  reconcile  his  ptivate 

Intawata  widi  the  good  and  fidthful.  service  of  his  master. 

'Tbfitewas  Bodun$;  diat  demanded  a  more  unremitted  vigil- 

^cc^  >  i9f  *  BMKre  akidUul  management,  than  such  a  sitoatien 

aa^hla;  and  it  would  be  most  unreasonable^  either  in  the 

ao«eralgn  dwt  appointed  him,  or  the  suliiects  over  whom  he 

^vfw  idaOsd,  to  expeet  him  to  be  indiflfevent  to  the  emofau 

.m^ts  and  per^msites  of  his  fimction.    He  comi^imented 

me  warmly  upon  the  didnterestednesa  and  liberality  of  my 

exerd<«s,     He  dmught  himself  particularly  fortunate  in 

having  so  publi&,8pirited  an  individual  widbin  die  drenit 

4if  his  junadiction.     In  fine,  he  hc^ed  he  should  be  ho. 

noawdcWidi  my  personal  acquainaMi<»,attd  aasmed  me  diat 

0  0  4 
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nadiittg  ocmld  male  him  move  happy  lliaii  the  freqacntiei 
petition  of  my  yiute.  •  ^  ~  :f  > 

We  now  perfectly  midentood  one  anol^er  ;  and  it  vH 
apparent  that  I  had  to  do  with  a  man,  who,  for  iddatiie 
deemed  an  adequate  consideration,  woidd  willingly  kadw 
the  authority  and  countenance  of  his  oflSioe,  and  gulBer  m 
to  guide  him  in  any  of  the  fimctions  I  might  ooneeife  oe^ 
cessary  for  the  execution  of  my  projects.  Guards  wen 
agreed  to  he  {daoed  upon. the  magazines  where  com  wai 
still  contained,  and  from  place  to  place  oa.  the  hanloi'if 
the  riyers,  where  die  depredations  of  a  nuaguided  popuiaoi 
were  most  to  be  apprehended.  Finding  die  hashawjn 
perfectly  willing  to  comply  with  my  requiaitioiiB,  I  tether 
obtained  from  him  the  direction  of  several  squadrons  «f 
cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the  crops,  n^ch  from  the>coife 
sequences  of  my  interference  now  began  on  all  sides  ts 
variegate  the  scene.  This  was  a  most  impovluit  seryiw 
When  the  com  was  first  committed  to  the  earthy  it  was^oat 
of  the  reach  of  military  devastation.  But,  as  time  f^i^ 
silently  on,  the  case  became  materially  altered  ;  1^  enony 
might  from  forecast  desire  to  reap  the  harvest  of  what  he 
had  not  sown,  or  from  malice  to  destroy  that  without  /«hidr 
the  Turk  would  perhaps  be  unable  to  retain  his  newfy  ae* 
quired  territory.  This  had  in  reality  heeaa.  the  laiiK^il 
cause,  before  my  arrival  in  Hungary,  of  the  very  general 
neglect  into  which  agriculture  had  fallen.  MuzajflSsr,  dum 
whom  nor|>er8on  could  now  be  more  p(^te  and  condescend** 
iag,  allowed  me  to  determine  the  number  and  nature  of  tbr 
troops  I  required ;  and  added  that,  thou^  he  could  not 
op^y  put  than  under  my  direction,  the  slightest  iatim^ 
taon  I  might  think  pn^r  to  convey  to  him,  should  at  any 
time  decide  their  march,  and  regulate  their  quarters. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

In  my  conference  with  the  bashaw  I  .may  seem  to.  haft'    | 
seeui«d  nuse  than   one   ^voX.  ^  i&itasna^  Voa^Ksi^aBae;     ^ 
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y^  it  wa»iUffionIt  fdr  imy  liiaii  to  be  in  a  state  less  consoi. 
latory  or  more  fiiU  o£  daog^  and  menaidei '  than  i  was  tat 
tlttt'  moment. .  By  my  TigUaoee)  and  die  poiver  wliidi  dtus 
I  fhad  acquiced^  J  prevented  indeed  (he  inhabitants  from 
wantonly  destrc^ng, the  means  o£  theii^  own  subeistenee; 
|btt^  ijhe  jnore  I  was-  their  bene£aetoi6>  the  more  I  af^pearedl 
tObbefomeodioDas,  to  their  ^hou^ts..  My  n^iotislion  wkh 
tbe^ bashaw^  whatever. other.,  benefit  mig^  aeorue  from  it^ 
did  not  tend  to«inGrea<e  the  resources  of  the  eounlry ;  I  was 
(^bliged^  witness  many  scenes  of  wretchedness,  lie  that 
wonid  assist  mankyad  in^  their  adversity^  must  harden  his 
heart  to  be  diespectator  of  the  distress  that  he  oan^  and  liiat 
he  cannot^  relieve.  But  whatever  I  beh^  of  this  scort^  the 
nugoiity  of.  the  bystanders  obstinately  persisted  to  ascribe 
ta my  delibeiate  malignity*  The  military  aid  I  foimd  my* 
a^  necessitated  to  inlaroduce  by  no  means  tended  to  disarm 
thfi  tprejudieea  of  my  dibits.  In  one  or  two  instacnces^  but 
no  move^  sli^t^tumults  arose>.,and  a  few  of  the  rioters^di 
a  psey  to  their,  own  wickedness  and  foliy*.  These  misfi>r. 
tunes  wexe  cast  as  reproach  upon  me  ;  vad  I  waa  pursued 
iciih.damears  and  curses.  I  found  it  re^^utsite  to  obtain  a 
gitcrd'  for  my  person.  I  was  aUunred  by  Uiose  for  whom 
aB  my  vigilance  was  exerted^  and  insidted  by  ^  mouths 
ihjBt  I  suppliediwith  the  necessaries  of  existence* 

;.  Nor  was  diis  my  only  source  of  akrm  anduneasinesa  ia 
my  present  situation.  I  was  by  no  means  a  dupe  to  the 
oatentatious  civility  o£  the  biudiaw.  I  perfeody  understood 
his  insinuation  whan  he  invited  the  frequent  repetition  t^ 
aty  visits.  I  knew  that,  however  dearly  I  purchased  \m 
£Biendship  and  patronage^  I  should  still  have  to  purchase 
them  again  and  again.  His  extortions  upon  me  admitted 
of  no  limits^  exc^t  from  his  own  modesty^  ov  the  estimate 
he  might  form  of  my  invisible  resources.  Bribery  itself 
afforded  me  no  compete  security ;  and^  now  that  I  had  be- 
come an  object  of  curiosity  and  remark^  he  had  sufficiently 
fihown  me  I  w.as  at  the  mercy  of  his  caprice^  or  that  of  his 
master^  for  my  libesty^  pd  even  for  my  life. 

Yet^  could  I  have  resolved  to  quit  Hungary^  and  seek 
the  protection  of  some  more  regular  government,  whs.tb/ts&&~ 
fit  should  I  derive  &om  a  removal  ?  Mystery  wa»^e  ^«^ 
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And  unooiiliiiienhle  bane  of  my  sitaation^  and  from  the  pou 
flonous  influence  of  mystery^  the  most  regular  system  of 
govemmoit  was  not  oompeteni  to  protect  me.  It  would  be 
idle  to  imagine  that^  in  any  coimtry  on  earthy  a  Btranga 
^oQld  be  permitted  to/ hnuK^  into  such  expem^s  miMt 
in  wfaidi  I  was  enga^ec^  without  becoming  an  olijectof 
fliispicion,  and  being  made'  lii^le  to  continued  intetftipliofi 
in  his  meamrea.  Yet^  mifeaa  allowed  to  use  the  resourtti 
I  posseaaed,  of  what  advantage  was  it  to  be  the  depodloqf 
of  weakh  without  a  bound?  Was  it  to  be  wisiied  fori 
nan  under  my  curcumstances^  to  have  a  family^  or  to  M 
without  a  fiudaily  ?  W3ien  I  had  one^  I  fomid  the  iegaey 'rf 
(Uie  stranger  robhing  nse'  of  e^ery  comfort  of  that  8(»t>  irith 
^  most  calamitous  aggravations.  When  I  was  stri|^ 
of  wife  and  childrsn,  tfaos^^  no  man  could  prise  those"  b^i 
iMfita  more  dearly  than  I  prised  ikem^  I  took  to  myself  tbi 
osttsdation^  that  at  least  now  I  should  risk  no  one's  ha^ 
JMSS  but  my  own ;  Imd  that,  for  a  p^-son  exercising  iiajf 
endowments,  it  was  perhaps  requisite  to  be  firee  from  e^ 
shaokk  and  inoumfaranoe.  I  found  however  the  topic  fixsii 
which  I  had  consoled  myself,  in  reality  the  sonroe  of  a  li^ 
misfortune.  I  had  the  wealth  of  a  noUeman;  but  I>ttt 
deprived,  of  his  adventitious  attributes.  I  had  no  fflustriott 
anoestry  to  beast;  I  had  neidier  lineage  nor  parent;  IM 
neither  wife  nor  children,  in  whom  mutually  to  reflect  mA 
«ee  reflected  the  devatechiess  and  generoaty  of  my 'statfeMR 
Z  had  not  even  the  ordinary  advantage,  which  is  withar  '^ 
xeadi  of  almost  every  man,  of  coimections  and  iiequn^ii^ 
anoe,  friends  handed  down  to  me  as  a  brandi  of  my  )Nitfi^ 
monial  inheritance,  friends  whose  value  experiettice  ennliM 
me  to  ascertain^  and  firi^ids  with  whom  long  faaMts  of  ^ 
aiiliarity  had  given  bhrth^to  reciprocal  endeam^t;  '  >Tlil 
iNudiaw  had  imputed  to  me  the  design  of  forming  a  parl^ 
.Alas !  these,  which  are  the  great  maierials'fer  cementii| 
party  attachments,  were  totally  denied  me.  I  htA  no  bofi^ 
of^tUianae  but  those  which,money  i^rded,  the  coarsest,  lift 
meanest,  tiie  least  fiattering>  and  |he  most  brittle  of  tbift 
ligatixres,  that  iiSord  the  sembiai^  of  "uniting  man^mtt 
man*  -^ 

.  ■•        *-  .   >  . ._      V  a.\-  .-V.  r. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 


AmMBM  of  the  difficulties  which  nnavoicbldy  ipruiig  Mt  «f 
thenatitre  of  my  situation^  I  tentnd  immediately  to  en^ 
deayour  to  supply  them  to  the  heat  of  my^pow^.  I  eoti. 
mdfed  that  diere  Iras  no  coundention  so  ingent  upon  me 
ft  the  present  moment,  as  that  I  dioold  without  loss  of 
lune  create  to  myself  connections  that  mi^  bilanoe  and 
kieepat  bay  the  sallies  of  arbkraary  nde^  and  that  I  shooM 
IveaTe  with  my  own  hand  the  coxds  of  friendship. 
.  I  had  no  sooner  formed  this  prcject,  than  an  indi^dual 
ttil^^ted  himself  to  my  reAectioiis^  whom  I  judged  to  hff, 
by  a  singular  concurrence  of  cironmstanoes,  hi^{aly  fitted 
to  be  the  subject  of  my  experiment,  and  admirably  qoali^ 
fied  to  afford  me  protection  in  ihe  most  unfavourableevents. 
Xhe  name  of  this  man  was  Beddem  Crabor.  He  had  beet 
aome  time  before  brought  to  me  by  one  of  his  ^ends;  and 
be  was  a  man  whom  for  a  thousand  reasoaa  it  was  impoft. 
«iUe  tO:  see  and  converse  with,  without  reeeiYing  the  mOflt 
judeliUe  impression.  He  was  the  lineal  repreaentatlTe  ef 
une  of  the  most  ilhistrious  houses  in  Hungary.  His  voca;. 
tjan;  like  that  of  the  majority  of  the  Hunf^oian  nobHity; 
bad  becm  arms ;  but,  in  tlie  midst  of  a  fratanity  all  of 
whdm  were  warlike^  he  stood  conspicuous  and  alone.  Hia 
iMHmge,  though  cool  and  deliberate,  almost  mounted  to  a 
4^pree  of  de^erate  rashness ;  and  ^e  fertility  of  his  in*. 
jfmtifm^  and  the  variety  of  his  8trati^;ems  did  not  fall  short 
j^fbia  courage.  The  celerity  of  his  measures  was  equaiQy 
illstingttished ;  distance  was  no  bar  to  him ;  and  he  had 
no  soon^  conceived  a  project,  however  arduous,  than  it  was 
eaieeuted.  He  had  formed  under  his  own  eye  a  band  of 
W^  like  lumself,  impetuous  yet  deliberate,  smft  in  ex^ 
ontion,  silent  in  march,  invindble  to  hardship,  oontemnern 
4Kf.  fatigue,  of  difficulties,  of  hunger,  and  o£  tkdrst  When 
introduced  to  me,  he  luts  upwards  of  fiflty  years  of  age. 
He  was  more  than  six  roet  in  stature ;  and  yet  he  was  bcdlt 
as  if  it  had  been  a  colossus,  destined  to  sustain  the  ^iMiii|^ 
of  the  stsuTjr  heavens.  His  voice  was  like  thxavdiet  \  mi^^o^ 
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nerer  uttered  a  word^  but  it  seemed  to  shake  his  manly  diest 
His  head  and  chin  were  clothed  with  a  thick  and  shaggy  hair; 
in  colour  a  dead  black.  He  had  suffered  considerable  mnfi^ 
ladon  in  the  services  through  which  he  had  passed;  of 
one  of  his  hands  three  fingers  were  gone  ;  the  sight  of  lili 
right  eye  was  extiiiguished,  and  th^  cheek  half  ^hc^iWi^ 
while  the  sane  explosion  had  homed  his  oompl^kibii  Mii  i 
oolour  that  vfM  universally  dun  or  black.  His  liike^ 
searr^,  and  hi^  Hps  were  thick  and  large.  BetUem  'GI3^^ 
diongh  universally  respectied  for  the  honour  and  ttti^gtf 
nimity  of  a  soldier/ was  not  less  remarkable  fdrhaH^'if 
reserve  and  taciturnity.  But  these  halnts  tnisfortuniB^Ji 
caused  to  become  more  deeply  ingrafD^  fh  his  iik0i 
During  one  of  his  military  excursions^  a  party  of  nia^ailden 
had  in  his  absence  surprised  his  castle^  burned  it  td'^il^ 
ground^  and  savagely  murdered  his  wife  aiid  HiiKM^ 
and  every  living  creature  wilhin  the  walls'.  The^^e 
itreke  that  rendered  him  childless  made  him  also  a  h^^' 
He  had  been  liegarded  for  his  proceedings  as  an  'a^Q^n^ 
10  the  Turkish  «tandard,  but  he  had  divay^  t^addi^ 
maintained  the  most  completie  independence,  llie  adt#- 
flity  that  had  now  fallen  upon  him  ivas  too  great '-% 
w«mld  not  become  a  pension^  of  the  sultan  ;  de^paSt  W 
taken  fast  possession  of  his  heart.  He  disbanded  iti^'  W^ 
of  men  he  had  formed^  and  wandered  a  solitarjr  oniBtti 
'upon  the  face  of  his  country.  For  some  titne  "he  s^^fmcft  tt 
have  a  savage  complacence  in  conceiving  that  the  dvil'te 
had  suffered  was  past  all  remedy^  and  in  spuming  at  thtt 
palliations  and  disguises  with  which  vulgar  soiik  # 
accustomed  to  assuage  their  woe.  Yet  the  energy  of  iSs 
nature  would  not  suffer  him  to  rest :  he  wandered  ah' bnl- 
east ;  but  every  day  engendered  some  new  thought  or  pitt- 
ition  :  and  it  appeared  probable  that  he  vroldd  not  yet  ^ 
the  stage  of  existence  till  he  had  left  behind  him  the  tfe- 
membrances  of  a  terriMe  and  desolating  revenge. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  such  a  man  as  I  have  di- 
aeribed  should  be  thig  indivi  dual  I  selected  out  of  thte  whde 
Hungarian  nation  to  mak^  my  friend.  It  may  seiem  ^ 
his  qualities  were  better  ada'^^ted  to  repel  than  attract   MJr 
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cop^f^rsidd  with  Mm^  as  1 6id»  He  wi^  hideous  to  the.  sight; 
a]:^,he.npTer  addressed,  himself  to  ^speak^  that  I  did  not. 
feel  jny.  very  heart  shud4er  within  me*  S^om  did  he 
allow  himself  to  open  his  thoughts;  hut,  when  he  ^, 
great  God !  what  supernatural  eloqueuee  seem^ed  tp  inspire 
au^^^shrpud  him !  ^ot  that  upoiijsuch  occasions- he  was 
copious  ,^d  Ciceroftiani  hut  that  every  musde  and  ev^ry 
lincib  seemed  to  live^.  and  to  quiver  with  the  thoughts  he 
ejqffs^sed.  The  header  qpuldnot.  refuse  to  venerate  as 
wdi  as  £ear  him*  I  -never  pitied  him  >  Bethlem  Gtahor's 
was  a  soul  that  poa^d  to  a  sightless  distance  ahovse  the 
aphere  o£  pity ;  J  can  scarcely  say  I  sympathised  with  himi ' 
txutfjWhen  I  listei^d  to  his;  complainjts^  rather  let  me  say 
his  invectiyes^  I  was  astgnished^  overwhelmed^  and  mo^ 
tionlef»-  The  secret  of  the  effects  he  thus  produced^  lay 
in  his  own  way  of  feeling  the  incidents  he  descdhed.  Look 
at  huu^  when  he  sat  alone,  wrapped  in  mediitation,  you 
would  say,  "  That  i^  a  man  of  iron ;  though  adversity  pour 
her  fiercest  d^rts  upon  him,  he  is  invulukerahle.;  he  is  (^ 
tao^  colos^  a  structure  to  be  acoesaible  to  human  feelings 
and  human  affections/'  Xoston  to  hia  narrative,  or  rather . 
t9.the  bursts  of  p^ui^on,  which  with  him  supplied  the  place 
and  perfonned  the  fim^ogciis  of  narrative^  you  would  soon 
confess,  ypmr  mistake.  While  he  spoke,  he,  ceased  to  be  a 
man,  an^  beqame  aomething  more  ama^ing^^,  When  he  aL 
luded  to  what  he  had  endured,  you  did  not  compassionate 
him,  fpr  you  felt  that  he  was  a  creature  of  another  nature ; 
but  you  confessed,  that  never  man  seemed  to  have  suffered 
so  much^  or  to  ^vour  with  such  bitterness  the  cup  of  woe^ 
He  did  npt  love  his  wife  or  his  children  as  any  other  man 
WOUI4  do  ;  he  probably  ^ever  dandled  or  fondled  them ;  his 
Ipye  was  speechless;  and  disdaining  the  common  modes  of 
exhibition^  it  might  sometimes  be  mistaken  for  indifference. 
But  it. brooded  over  and  clung  round  his. heart;  and,  when 
it  was  disturbed,  when  the  strong  ties  of  domestic  charity 
were,  by  the  merciless  hand  of  war  snt^ped  asunder,  you 
tlien  saw  its  voluminous  folds  spread  and  convulsed  before 
you,  gigantic  and  immeasurable.  He  cursed  their  .mur« 
derers;  he  cursed  mankind;  he  rose  up  in  fierce  de^ansfi. 
of  eternal  providence;  and  your  blood  cux$l<^  WQwxsl^^s^^ 


a^*  lie  9p9kB>  8Hch  was  Bethkm  Qabor :  I  eoidd  not  ll^ 
admiring  him:  his  grefttneas- excited  my  wonder  «filli^ 
reverence ;  and,  while  his  mamicra  «wed  and  ov&vAi<SAi  K 
me,  I  felt  an  in6i|>licaUe  attachment  to  his  peraon  itiS^  I 
creasing  in  my  hoaom.  '  'J-  I 

On  his  part^  my  kindneaa  and  partiality  appeared  seait^)^  , 
lesa  pleasing  to  Bethlem  Gabor^  than  his  character'^ 
discourse  were  fascinating  to  me.  He  had  found  UiABdf 
without  a  confident  or  a  friend.  Hia  ynSt  and  his  bhiii^ 
in  a  certain  degree  understood  him ;  and,  though  he  hil 
an  atmosphere  of  repulsioB  beyond  which  no  mortal  eM 
penetrated^  they  came  to  the  edge  of  that,  and  rested  tfaeiref 
4ey  tremUed  iu'volunlarily  at  his  aspect^  bat  at  the  «aDlf> 
time  ihey  adored  and  they  loved  him.  The  rest  of  ^ 
world  viewed  him  from  a  more  fearM  distance ;  respeeied 
him,  but  dared  not  even  in  fancy  be  familiar  with  ^itK 
^Vhen  therefore  he  lost  his  family,  he  lost  his  all  Jie^ 
roamed  the  earth  in  solitude,  and  all  .men  made  room  ^' 
him  as  he  passed*  I  was  the  first  who,  since  the  fttit 
event  that  had  made  him  chiidless  and  a  b^gar,  W' 
courted  his  sodetj,  and  i»vsted  bis  conunjmieadions«-4' 
had  dared  to  take  the  lion  by  the  paw,  and  Seat  itty8# 
next  him  in  his  den*  There  was  a  similarity  in  oxa^i^ 
tunes  that  secretly  endeared  him  to.  me.  We  bad  eadu  b)^' 
the  malice  of  a  hostile  destiny,  though  in  a  very  difibi»( 
manner,  been  derived  of  our  fiamilieB ;  we  were  eachs^ 
us  alone.  Fated  each  to  be  hereafter  for  ever  alone;  ^' 
blended  ourselves  the  one  with  the  other  as  perfectly  as  ^' 
conld.  Often  over  our  gloomy  bowl  we  minglad  groaiiB^^ 
and  sweetened  our  draught  as  we  drank  it  with  mslc»^' 
dictions.  In  the  school  of  Bethlem  Gabor  I  becamest^ 
quainted  with  the  delights  of  meianeholy — of  a  melanchefyf 
n<«t  that  contracted,  but  that  swelled  the  soul— ^of  a  iielae^' 
c^ly  that  looked  down  upon  the  world  with  indignatidi^ ' 
and  that  relieved  its  secret  load  with  curses  imd  execrstioiis^'^ 
Wq  frequently  con^uaued  whole  nights  in  the  partidpatba 
of  these  bitter  jojs ;  and  were  surprised,  still  at  our  serioMf ^ 
boaid,  by  the  light  of  the  morrow's  sun.  ^ '' 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  fhlly  accounted  for  our  inti]nicy>>^ 
ao4  displsQf^d  tih«  lAg^tatoa  ^Vsasx^  Xxgwsn^  ^sa  ta  ^tidii 
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9th«r.  It  i»  scarcelj  ncoenaary  «ta  iidd^  that  wlf  lander^ 
stimdUig  coi^nned  wfaat  mj  heart  impelled.  Betl^em 
Gabor  appeased  to  me  the  fittest  man  in  ibe  world  upon 
whoin  to  fix  for  mj  friend.  We  were  qualified  mntai^ 
to  benefit  each  other.  My  kindness^  my  unremitted  at- 
tentiena^  the  earnestness  withwhidi  I  listened  to  and 
soc^ihed  his. griefs^  mitigated  their  agony.  I  proposed, 
when  I  could  once  more  reconcile  and  incite  him  to  ac- 
tivityy  to  repair  his  castle,  and  restore  his  fortune.  On 
the  other  hMid,  he  was,  of  all  the  persons  I  could  have 
X»itched  upon,  the  ablest  to  protect  me.  By  his  birth  he 
ranked  among  the  first  men  of  his  country ;  by  his  ability, 
at  least  as  a  partisan  spldi^,  a  character  at  that  time  highly 
esteemed,  he  rose  aboTe-  them  all^ 

For  some  time  I  regarded  Bethlinii  G^foor  as  entire!/ 
my  friend,  and- 1  consulted  him  in  ev&tj  things  in  whid), 
compatibly  with  the  legacy  of  the  strangm  of  the  summer- 
house,  I  eould  oonsult  him.  >  I  told  him  of  &e  suspicions  of 
the  badiawy  and  the  preckriousness  of  my  safety.  I  de^ 
maaded  his  advice  as  to  the  best  method  of  securing  it. 
Ought  I  to  regard  it  as  a-  mme  efiisctnal  or  a»  a  cheaper 
expedient^  to  attempt  to  purdhaae  the  countenance  of  dse 
sultan,  instead  of  condescending  to  bribe  his  minister  ? 
Ought  I  to  set  up  f<Hr  myself,  and  by  rendering  mysdf  tilie 
independent  prince  of  one  of  ^e  Hungarian  proyincea^, 
defy  the  Turk,  or  at  least  endeavour  to  negotiate  with  him 
from  a  more  re^>ectable  and  commanding  ^tuation  ?  '  I 
said  more  than  enough  under  these  heads,  as  it  afterwards 
aj^eared,  to  awaken  strange' imaginations  in  a  mind  of  so 
much  penetration'  as  that  of  Betfalem  Gabor.  In  fine,  I 
demanded  of  bin  whetfaor,  in  case  of  any  great  and  formi- 
dable danger  falling  on  me^  he  would  to  the  utmost  of  his 
povj^.afiSsird  me  psotection  ?  .  When  the- question  was  first 
started,  he  swore  to  me  with  his  customary  impressiTettess 
and  energy  that  he  would. 

While  I  was.  thus  employed  in  eonsBlting  him,  and 
opening  to  him  as  far  as  was  praetioable  my  prospects  and 
fears,  I  did  not  less  succeed  in  dissipating  or  suspending 
the*djM|Ndr  of  his  melanoholy.  It  was  of  benefit  to  him 
Itt.thiB  Inspect,  dHit,,  b.y«e|Midiigp  to  him  m/  tffiftike>  I  fi^mi* 
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time  to  time  called  off  his  attention  from  his  -permmslw 
fortunes.  I  proposed  to  him  the  rehuildii^  his  castle^  sad 
I  at  length  obtained  his  permission  to  send  off  a  oorps^f 
workmen  for  that  purpose.  Beside  the  castle  in  which  bis 
wife  and  childroi  had  been  murdered^  and  which  the 
marauders  had  neariy  destroyed,  he  had  one  oonsiderably 
stronger,  though  Yoid  of  all  recommendation  from  cheo< 
fiilness  or  beauty,  in  the  more  northerly  part  of  the  Ida^ 
dom.  This  we  yisited  together.  I  restored  the  conditkA 
of  his  fields;  with  considerable  difficulty  I  replaced  die 
cattle  he  had  lost,  by  purchases  in  Poland  ;  and  I  reYivsi 
his  dilapidated  revenues^  At  first  he  fdt  an  mvindUe 
repugnance  to  the  receiving  any  advantage  from  the  boimt^ 
of  another;  but  by  continual  remonstrances  I  was  aUeto  po- 
suade  him,  that  he  owed  me  nodiing,  and  that  what  I M 
was  no  more  than  was  required  from  me  by  a  regard  kt 
my  own  safety. 

Jf  ever  on  the  face  of  the  earth  there  lived  a  misantlaepi^ 
Bethlem  Gabor  was  the  man.  Never  for  a  moment  did  lie 
forget  or  forgive  the  sanguinary  catastrophe  of  hilB  £um^^ 
and  for  his  own  misfortunes  he  seemed  to  have  vowed  im* 
geance  against  the  whole  human  race.  He  almost  hated 
the  very  face  of  man ;  and,  when  expresraons  of  cheerW 
ness,  peace,  and  contentment  discovered  themsdves  inlsas 
presence,  I  could  see,  by  the  hideous  working  of  his  features, 
that  his  spirit  experienced  int<deraUe  agm^ies.  To  bis 
such  expressions  were  tones  horribly  discoardant ;  all  mtf 
uproar  and  havoc  within  his  own  bosom,  and  the  gaiety  of 
other  men  inspised  him  with  sendmCnts  of  invinciUe  antfe^ 
pathy*  He  never  saw  a  festive  board  without  an  inclinalioB 
to  overturn  it ;  or  a  father  encircled  with  a  sn^Ung  familjj 
without  feeling  his  soul  thrill  with  suggestions  of  mmrdeii 
Something,  I  know  iM>t  what,  withheld  his  hand :  it  might 
be  some  remaining  atom  of  humanity :  it  m^ht  he-^ioif 
his  whole  character  was  contemplative  and  dose — it  mi^ 
be  that  he  regarded  that  as  a  pitiful  and  impotent  revenge, 
which  should  cause  him  the  next  hour  to  be  lodced  up  as  a 
madman,  or  put  to  death  as  criminaL  HorriUe  as  was  his 
persond  aspect,  and  wild  and  sav^e  as  was  his  mind,  yet, 
08  I  have  already  ssid,  1  Mt  wfiy^  ^xjuM&ifid  to  him.    J 
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teew  liiBt  dl  llie  tH»»ctal  prop^^ties  ^t  anhnated  him^ 
i9f&9  the  oi^img  of  love^  wei*e  the  sentiments  of  a  lionesi 
tacMftWd  of  her  young ;  and  I  fbttnd  an  undescribable  and 
ttsbanstljess  j^ieafRtre  in  examining  the  gublime  desolatiooi  of 
a  mighty  soul. 

Bethlem  Cktbor  had  at  first  regarded  me  with  some  degree 
"Of  partiality.  Kindness  in  almost  all  cases  begets  kindness ; 
he  could  not  see  how  much  I  interested  myself  about  and 
ham  mut;h  I  courted  him^  wi^MMit  feeling  for  me  a  senti- 
tiient  different  from  that  he  confessed  for  other  men.  I  saw 
heme^ruitet  somie  time^  with  inexpressible  grief^  that  his 
yiagtui  fyr  me,  instead  of  inereasingj  suffered  perceptiUe 
4iMlftiiit9Mi*  Our  pi^^pensities  were  opposed  to  each  other. 
'K^]ra(j(iieed!iii  disorder  and  des^ation  as  in  his  eongenisd 
kHMeHit;  my  present  piiimdt  was  the  restoration  of  puhfie 
otdetrMd' prosperity;  He  repeate^y  expostulated  with  me 
en  this.  I  had  sometimes  in  our  conversationsj  in  the  bit- 
titticss  of  my  i«collections^  ex^imed  on  mysdf  as  the 
vkM  unlbrtanate  and  most  persecuted  of  men^  though 
ivv^ont  entering  into  an  expkmatkm  of  my  sufi^ngs.  He 
xttufjided  me  of  these  exclamatiosd.  He  reproached  me  as 
A^^dilteniptiUe  «nd  pusilkniaious  wretch^  tlnit  I  did  not^ 
Mk»  haem,  iMsokve  «mply  and  memorably  to  revenge  my  own 
•ttfilei^ngs  upon  my  species  at  he*ge.  In  his  estimate^  the 
jKXni^t  and  most  servile  of  all  maxims  was^  that  of  the 
aadioir  of  the  christian  religion^  to  r^aiy  injury  with  favour, 
Mid  Gwrses  with  benediotion. 

>  *  1  perodved  mth  grief  that  the  kindness  towards  me  that 
hsA  been  excited  in  Bethlem  "Gabor's  raind^  rather  declined 
diaii  augmented ;  but  I  was  very  far  from  being  aware  of 
tlifrde^ee  imwhich^  as  I  afterwards  ibund^  this  sentiment 
tad^Tekipsed  into  its  ^posite.  It  seems^  I  infficted  on  hini 
Aocbiiy  torture  by  my  daily  eflS»ts  for  the  dissemination  of 
h^ipmess;  Of  these  he  had  not  been  at  first  compleldy 
mkim  ,  His  mind  had  been  too  much  absorbed  in  its  own 
liM&igt  to  attend  very  distinctly  to  imy  thing  I  did^  unliesi 
il'^eiv  done  in  his  presence.  But^  in  proportion  a»  I 
iMttkecl  his  sorrows^  and  made  him  my  cbnfidant^  the  ^Blni 
wmtemonfeA;  and  all  tiiat  he  saw  had  the  i^ulisft  iR»si^ 
ftrtone  to  exdte  «t  004^  liis  contempt  «tid  %&»  i%!g&.    *^^ 

D  D 
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fritdhitig  stroke  tfaiat  I  gtye  to  the  animomty  which,  un- 
known to  me,  wa»  now  brooding  and  engendering  in;  lib 
hroast,  consisted  in  my  bestowing  -an  important  boibfit 
upon  one,  against  whom  he  had  entertained  a  loBg^md 
eternal  feud.  '^ 


:.1t 


CHAPTER  XXXIX.  ^ 

Whilb  Bethlem  Gabor  became  every  day  more  confitoued 
in  his  antipathy  against  me,  I  reposed  in  him  an  vaa^mk 
pectiDg  confidence  —  a  confidence  more  extensive  titfi 
I  had,  since  the  singular  and  fatal  acquisition  I  had  nurfi;) 
reposed  in  any  other  man.  Frequently  for  a  considcnM^ 
time  together  he  resided  under  my  roof;  frequently: i^ 
went  forth  together  in  those  excursions  which  eithear  19J 
projects  or  his  views  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  m^ 
In  his  character  of  a  nobleman  of  great  consideratioQ  ll 
his  native  country,  he  was  now  rising  like  a  phoenix  tim 
its  ashes.  His  castles  were  repairing;  hid  property  ml 
restored ;  the  list  of  his  retainers  daily  became  more mir 
iherous;  he  revived  and  carefuUy  recruited  the  nutitW 
hand,  which,  in  the  first  exacerbations  of  hiS' despair,  ke 
had  dismissed  from  his  service.  My  purse  and  all  tj^J 
had  were  his ;  he  never  made  &  demand  upon  me  ^i  1 
did  not  instantly  supply ;  I  reap^.  a  particular  pfeas;^^ 
from  the  largeness  and  frequency,  of  his  requisit^ns ;  Jiipe 
was  nothing  for  which  I  was  more  anxious,  than  to:hW 
him  to  me  in  indissoluble  ties  of  gratitude  and  a0ect3OOft  1 
Little,  alas  !  did  I  understand  the  compound  of  tendflf^ 
ness  and  ferocity,  of  decisiveness  and  inscrutab^^^^inlk 
which  I  was  now  concerned.  My  friend,  diich  I  mteeiad 
him,  had  been  absent  some  time ;  I  expected  hit  tetaiH 
to  my  residence  at  Buda ;  and  anxious  to  pay  him  ^gimf 
mark  of  attention  and  respect,  I  set  out  to  meet  him'.U 
waa  scarcely  safe,  during  the  existing  hostiltties.  bQlff0£i 
the  Austrians  and  the  Turks,  to  travel  any  where  wifbM^ 
a^  guard ;  I  had  the  precaution  in  the  present  inaMn^i^ 
tike  with  me  •aaStea^a.^cfc^lVK^xiX^  ^^  vt.i.i  itc 
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(iiitt  vas  alter  having  partaken  of  a  slight  and  early  dianer 
4tktl  set  out  on  ray  excursion.  The  season  was  r^oaark- 
ttld|Nlne>  and  the  air  genial  and  halsamie.  I  scarcely  ever 
COBngenced  any  tour  with  more  agreeable  sensations.  The 
harvest  was  already  ripe;  and^  as  I  passed  along,  I  saw 
reapers  from  time  to  time  entering  upon  the  first  essay  of 
their  interesting  occupation.  I  felt  that  I  had  at  length 
jBormounted  one  of  those  difficulties^  w^h  which  I  had  been 
so  strongly  assailed^  and  to  which^  I  had  refused  to  yield. 
If  I  were  not  free  from  apprehensions  from  the  arbitrary 
D^riMk^  of  the  government  under  which  I  livedo  I  beUeved 
lid'H'Wei^'  that  I  had  nothing  further  to  dread  from  the 
ittiSGoni^truction  and  animosity  of  the  nation  I  preserved. 
Mj^'ttnkiety  as  to  whether  I  i^ould  be  able  to  substantiate 
^liiblmiefit  I^  had  sought  to  confer,  was  at  an  end ;  and  I 
bid  Mtl^  doubt  that,  with  the  plenteous  crops  whidi  vr&re 
tjW  the  point  of  being  gathered,  my  popularity  would  re- 
€fktiy  and  the  gratitude  of  my  clients  become  more  ardent 
tban  ever.  It  was  a  delicious  enjoyment  that  I  now  expe. 
iriefticed/^  the  pleasures  that  the  eye  unavoidably  takes  in 
ftotn- the  spectacle  of  a  luxuriant  autumn,  became  blended 
itt^mymind  with  the  ideas  of  famine  put  to  flight,  my  own 
ili9^tade  vindicated,  and  the  benevolent  purposes  realised, 
'^Le-pToeeaatUm  of  which  had  cost  me  so  profound  a  heart- 

^  iWe  at  lengtii  passed  the  lines  of  the  soldiers  planted  for 
4l6^^  defence  of  the  soil  against  the  depredations  of  the 
IHwkLy.  I  had  calculated  that  I  should  meet  my  guest  a 
i^leagVMS  from  Buda;  I  was  deceived  in  my  estimate. 
Th6' dby  however  of  his  arrival  was  fixed;  I  could  not  be 
iB&uAien  in  his  route ;  I  resolved  not  to  turn  back  ieithout 
toedng  him.  The  read  I  took  led  upon  the  borders  of 
iibltt^{kirt  of -Hungary  which  owned  the  Austrian  yoke; 
tfM'^hadeb  of  night  were  fast  gathering  round  us,  dnd  we 
tftSttl^  at  a  distance  the  alarm-guns  and  the  drums  of  the 
Aieniyv  I  was  not  however  a  novice  in  the  appearances  of 
if^eotttltry^  the  seat  of  military  excursions  and  war ;  imd^  H 
Im^^  Mind  were  not  wholly  free  from  perturbation'  and 
tto8ttta^ty>  I  at  least  resolved  not  to  be  turned  aside  fcQ»\SL 
my  purpose.     We  travelled  two  houxs  \cxv^^  ^  l^l^^  \tf^ 
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notice  of  die  appvoiidi  of  Betycm  Gaiber.  At  l^Bgdl  a 
question  was  started  whether  we  were  alill  in  the  rig^ 
reed^  and  I  thou^  it  adTisahle  to  hold  &  sort  oi  coisaeii 
of  war  to  ddiherate  respecting  our  fdrther  proceediQgis. 
Having  assenibled  mj  attendants  for  ti^t  purpose^  I  wat 
now  first  struck  with  the  apprehensions  and  tinaidity  which 
they  unanimously  hetrayed.  They  had  heen  drawn  out 
rather  for  show,  and  to  keep  accidentaT  stragglers  in  aiv^ 
dian  with  the  expectation  of  actual  service.  I  became  aea- 
sible  that  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  from  their  resistaaoe  ii 
the  event  of  an  action  ;  and  the  utmost  I  could  aim  at  mt 
in  the  mean  time  to  hcM  them  together  by  the  sentuBeot 
of  a  common  danger^ 

It  was  resolved  to  return  ;  I  began  to  be  appr^iaiaive 
that  Bethlem  Gabor  had  been  prevented  by  some  unexpected 
occurrence  from  observing  his  appointment.  Scarcefy  had 
we  faced  about,  before  we  heard  a  body  of  cavaLry  sfh 
pvoaching  us.  I  called  to  my  party  to  halt.  I  soon  mr 
cemed,  from  symptoms  not  difficuh  to  be  remarked  bx  * 
careful  observer^  that  the  party  at  hand  was  composed  ^ 
Austro-Hungarians.  We  had  every  thing,  to  feaar  from 
them.  I  held  mysdf  bound  under  these  ckeunistanees  iii$ 
to  make  experiment  of  the  fleetneas  of  our  horse&  I 
however  charged  my  people  to  keep  toother,  and  net  tt 
suffer  the  enemy,  by  means  of  our  inadvertence  and  f^H^j 
to  make  an  easy  prize  of  us  one  after  another.  In  a  lAort 
time  I  found  that  our  pursuers  sensibly  gained  ground  ufoa 
vs.  I  was  mounted  upon  an  excellent  beast,  and  o^4 
easily  have  rode  away  from  my  troop,  while  they  wooli 
have  been  placed  as  a  sort  of  intercepting  ol)ject  between 
me  and  the  enemy.  But  I  had  too  much  of  a  militajr; 
spirit  not  instantly  to  reject  so  inglorious  an  expedi^t.  I 
called  a  second  time  to  ray  attendants  to  halt,  I  judgej 
that  the  party  of  our  antagonists  was  less  numerous  tMQ 
ours.  I  was  convinced  that  our  common  safety  dqpend^ 
upon  (mr  concerted  resistaiice.  Filled  with  the  g^BaBtFj 
that  my  situafiioii  inspired,  I  did  not  peiceire,  till  it  waa  tob 
kte,  that  my  present  call  to  haH  was  ai^nded  tahy  few; 
even  those  few.  rather  hung  back,  divided  betwef»[L,JHMI' 
hf  nsioft  and  Bhaini«»    1.  nc%&  ^^  i«c«vis)!&\»  «Ki6.^^k(iiefwif 
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MWtLvey  I  foiiHd  mys^f,  dxitm^  ^  meacns  of  the  darkness, 
^veloped  hf  the  ^iiemy.  From  my  appearance  they 
judged  that  I  vrw  the  master^  and  the  rest  ray  attendants  ; 
#iey  ^otitenled  themsrives  therefore  widi  the  prise  they  had 
made^  and  did  not  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  pnrsme 
llie  fiogitivesk  They  eagerly  enquired  of  me  who  I  was ; 
^M,  comparing  my  answers  with  various  circumstance! 
niil^ch  rumour  had  brought  to  thdr  ear^  they  easily  con-* 
dxidei  that  I  was  tlie  ridi  stranger  of  Buda.  ^  The  diaract^ 
tliey  had  heard  of  tne  did  not  produce  in  ^ese  freebooters 
any  sentiment  of  forbearance^  or  demonstrations  of  respect; 
ihe  only  p^nt  alxmt  whidi  persons  of  thar  habits  wei:e 
ooQoemed>  was  how  they  should  make  the  ^eatest  aid* 
Tantage  of  what  the  fortune  of  war  had  tfarown  in  thdr 
way- 

While  they  were  consulting,  and  various  expedients  were 
sturted  by  one  and  anoth^  for  this  purpose,  a  second  darm 
was  given,  and  otie  of  the  ))arty  bdng  dei^tdied  to  reco^<« 
noitre,  presently  returned  with  intdligence,  that  the  persons 
a^pFoacbing  Were  horsemen  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they 
^tthounted,  as  he  guessed,  to  forty  in  number.  Upon  thk 
Herniation  the  pflu*ty  ^hose  prisoner  I  was,  agreed  to  re^ 
turd  with  all  expedition  by  the  way  they  had  come,  and 
d^mmanded  me  upon  pain  of  death  to  proceed  in  their 
company.  This  m^aoe  had  not  the  effect  to  deprive  roe  <^ 
ttmrage  or  ^esence  of  mind ;  and  I  easily  conceited  that 
die  reacHest  way  to  deliv^  mysdf  from  my  embarrassment 
Wduld  be  to  join  at  the  first  opportunity  the  band  o(  Turco^ 
Htmgarians,  whose  approach  had  occasioned  our  sudden 
l^lreat.  The  darkness  of  the  night  was  favourable  to  my 
futpose;  and,  taking  advantage  of  a  sudden  winding  ill 
(be  road,  I  slackened  all  at  once  the  pace  of  my  horse  ¥dth<- 
out  being  observed  by  my  companions,  tiiio,  as  the  enemy 
i^proached,  had  now  didr  thoughts  almost  wholly  intent 
llpon  tho  safety  of  their  retreat.  They  passed  me ;  and  I 
BO  sooner  perceived  that  to  be  the  case,  than,  eo voted  fwtA 
tlleir  observation  by  the  intervening  inclosure,  I  turned  my 
hotse,  and  gradually,  as  my  distance  ^om  my  keepers  Ihh 
ktased,  urged  him  to  4.  ftJler  speed.  It  "v».%  wq\.\csib% 
haw9 1  attne  up  with  the  band  wbk\i  \v%8l  '^x^^^assft^  ^«st 
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alann ;  and  hiffing  tiiem  widi  tlieftodaiimtloii,  ^  lA^'fite 
die  mighty  sultan  !"  was  withoot  difficnhy  adndtlAd  iito 
their  troop.  I  instantly  understood  to  my  great  jcy  4te 
this  was  the  party  of  Betfalem  Gabor  that  I  hadl  dsOB^^ 
to  meet  <-' 

He  received  me  with  mndi  cordiality^  and  aecmed^gmafly 
rgoiced  that  fortnne  had  made  him  die  instnanoU'ef  my 
rescae.  He  proposed  howeyar  that^  having  met  im  lie 
road^  I  should  now^  instead  of  proceeding  to  Bnda;  lelt&n 
with  him  to  his  northern  casde^  from  which  cor  dtwanwt 
was  scarcely  greater  than  from  the  metropofis.  The  pio- 
posal  was  such  as  I  had  not  expected^  nor  covld  I  weft 
comprehend  the  purpose  with  which  it  was  made.  But  the 
habitual  demeanour  of  Bethlem  Gabor  neither  aecnM 
with  his  minutely  assigning  a  reason  for  what  he  did,  m^ 
was  calculated  to  encourage  enquiry  in  another.  I  sawvo 
materia]  objection^  and  therefore  fdt  litde  scruple  in  yidd. 
ing  to  his  desires.  Our  brief  consultation  mi  tfala  |>CiBt 
passed  at  some  litde  distance  from  the  rest  of  the  troops' 

When  the  morning  broke^  the  first  thing  that  ezdtsd 
my  attention  was  the  appearance  of  his  -fdlowers.  They 
were  full  forty  in  number^  well  mounted^  of  a  large  and 
athletic  figure,  with  sun-burnt  faces,  immaise  whi^eta  and 
a  ferocious  countenance.  I  thought  I  had  never  seen*  so 
tremendous  a  band.  To  me  they  were  every  one  .of  them 
strangers ;  of  all  the  persons  that  surrounded  me,  die  Mdy 
one  of  whom  I  had  the  sli^test  knowledge  was  Be^Uem 
Gabor  himself.  I  know  not  why  it  was,  but  I  no  <80tRier 
beheld  my  situation  than  I  was  struck  widi  alarm.  {  saw 
myself  completely  in  die  power  of  a  man  who  three  miffiths 
before  was  ignorant  even  of  my  existence.  I  had  not  a 
single  attendant  of  my  own,  not  an  individual  with  me  aver 
whom  I  had  personal  authority  or  command.  I  had  'no 
reason  to  distrust  my  host;  towards  me  his  demeanour  had 
ever  been  frank,  confidential,  and  manly ;  I  had  every 
imaginable  claim  upon  his  generosity  and  his  •  gratitude. 
But  our  senses  are  often  the  masters  of  our  mind,  and  rea* 
son  vainly  opposes  itself  to  the  liveliness  of  their  impas- 
sions. Every  time  that  I  lifted  my  eyes,  and  saw  myself 
hemmed  in  by  these  barbarians,  my  heart  seemed  invclun* 
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larily  to  fail  me.  fiethlem  Gabor  too  appeared  to  neglect 
HUB  ;  he  had  never  shown  himself  so  little  obliging  and  at- 
|i0iltiv«  as  at  this  moment;  and^  aided  by  the  rest  of  the 
piQ^DCii  I  thought  I  had  never  beheld  him  so  deformed  or  so 
tremeiidous.  I  was  more  than  half  inclined  to  wish  myself 
iqgflM^  a  prisoner  with  the  Austrians. 

WliOT  we  arrived  at  the  castle,  we  were  all  of  us  fatigued 
end  hungry ;  we  had  roamed  during  the  whole  night.     A 
lepast  was  prepared ;  we  sat  down  to  partake  of  it.    "  Ex- 
011^  me"  said  Bethlem  Gabor,  in  a  low  voice  as  he  passed 
w^^  ^^  liiat  I  this  night  o£fer  you  the  fare  of  a  soldier ;  to* 
morrow  you  shall  be  accommodated  in  a  different  manner. 
The  words  were  innocent;  the  proceeding  natural;  but 
lAi^re  was  a  mysterious  gloom,  at  least  as  I  tliought,  in  the 
^^lipe  in  which  he  spoke,  that  electrified  me.     The  haU  in 
which  we  su|>ped  was  spacious  and  lofty ;  the  naked  walls 
und  rafters  were  imbrowned  with  age.     Though  it  was 
daybreak  as  we  entered,  the  windows  were  still  darkened, 
and  the  apartment  was  illuminated  only  by  the  partial 
glare  of  lamps  depending  from  the  roof.     As  I  sat  at  table 
with  the  troop  of  my  host,  I  appeared  to  myself  as  if  in- 
idosed  in  a  cavern  of  banditti.    Though  excellent  partisans, 
akilful  in  execution,  and  perfect  in  their  discipline,  they  were 
unpolished  in  their  manners  and  brutal  in  their  conversa- 
iiQll.    I  had  been  inured  irom  infancy  to  all  the  refinement 
.that  the  age  in  which  I  lived  had  any  where  to  boast ;  and, 
amidst  the  various  evfls  I  had  suffered,  that  of  being  asso- 
ciated with  the  vulgar  and  the  base  had  never  presented 
itself.    While  they  uttered,  now  a  loathsome  jest,  and  now 
a  sanguinary  ejaculation,  I  became  ashamed  of  my  species, 
and  the  pride  of  manhood  perished  within  me.    They  how- 
ever paid  little  attention  either  to  my  feelings  or  my  person; 
and^  accustomed  as  I  had  been,  whether  with  friends  or 
enemies,  to  be  regarded  as  of  some  importance,  I  found 
myself  unaccountably  and  suddenly  dwindled  into  a  cipher. 
I  felt  it  like  a  release  from  the  state  of  a  galley-slave,  when 
J^thlem  Grabor  proposed  that  we  should  break  up  our  meet- 
ing and  retire  to  rest. 
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CHAPTER  XL, 

A  «vooR8BM»N  of  gloomy  thougbtt  rfrf^yed  in  my  sind  9» 
some  time  after  I  was  left  to  mysei£  I  was  however  over* 
eooM  with  fatigue,  and,  after  an  intervail  id  liaras^ng 
meditations^  insendUy  Mi  asleep.  I  was  awaJcened  aftor 
some  hours'  repose,  hy  the  presence  of  Bethlem  Gmbor 
standing  by  the  side  of  my  couch.  He  invited  me  to  rise, 
and,  when  I  had  attired  mysdf,  started  the  plim  of  Off 
visiting  together  the  various  apartments  oi  the  cisd^  t 
small  part  of  whidi  only  had  been  seen  by  me  when  I  w« 
last  at  this  place.  .Ajnong  other  things^  he  told  ne,  tiwe 
was  a  subterranean  of  most  wonderful  extent,  interspersed 
with  a  variety  of  cells  and  luridng  places,  of  whi<^no  SM 
had  to  his  knowledge  ever  ascertained  tiiie  number. 

The  same  dreary  oompiexion  of  thought  followed  n» 
to-day^  whidi  had  been  first  produced  in  me  upon  my  w- 
oepdon  into  the  troop  of  Bethlem  Gafaor  the  preeediag 
night.  My  sensations  were  of  tiie  most  depressing  and 
discomfiting  nature ;  I  felt  as  if  I  were  the  sbve  of  sone 
'daric,  mysterious  tyrant,  and  dragged  along  supinely  wfaerew 
he  motioned  me  to  go.  I  tasked  myself  seriosdy ;  I  vca* 
soned  wit^  myself.  I  felt  that  it  vras  no  idk  and  every- 
day part  that  I  was  caUed  to  sustain ;  and  I  resolved  thtt 
I  would  not  be  ruined  by  my  own  inactivity  and  oowar£oa 
Yet,  when  I  examined  the  question  dii^wssioaately,  I  oonld 
not  find  that  I  had  any  occasion  for  courage,  and  I  oon* 
fessed  that  it  was  not  less  censurable,  to  discover  a  nsehsi 
spirit  of  mistrust  and  defiance,  tiian  to  desert  one's  pi^ 
servation  where  resistance  was  demanded.  What  letsoa 
had  I  to  suspect  a  man  between  whom  and  myself  th^ 
had  prevailed  so  nmch  mutual  confidence  ?  None,  nonO) 
I  replied,  but  the  causeless  and  superstitious  mt^vmgs  sf 
my  own  mind !  Even  if  1  had  ground  to  distrust  him, 
what  remedy  had  I  against  his  ill  faith,  {daced  as  i  was  ii 
the  midst  of  his  own  domains,  and  surrounded  by  men  da- 
voted  to  bis  service  ?  To  discover  apprehension  under  such 
circumstanceB,  waa^  to  excix^e  ^xfiaMMaX-^, — ^n^^Rfe^KKSRKsin^ 
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putknlaiiy  occurred  to  ndy  mind,  as  I  stood  waiting  for 
the  torcli,  whith  he  had  himsdf  gone  to  procure  that  he 
Baight  attend  me  to  the  siibterraiiean  caverns.  —  I  had  as 
yet  seen  no  one^  since  we  hroke  up  from  our  nightly  repast, 
bii^  my  hoBL  "  We  will  breakfast/'  said  he^  ^  when  we 
jntata  ^m  viewing  these  cmiosities." 

We  crept  along  a  succession  of  dark  and  gloomy  vaults^ 
almoit  Ib  silence.  Bethkm  Gafoor^  diough  he  led  me  on, 
audi  cBadmrged  the  office  of  a  guide,  seemed  to  have  small 
induration  to  assume  that  of  an  interpreter.  This  was 
8u£cieiitiy  in  mnison  with  his  ordinary  character,  to  have 
little  ^aim  to  excite  surprise.  Yet  the  reader  will  not  en 
reflection  greatly  wonder  that  my  present  situation  was  far 
ismok  agreeahtek  I  was  alone  in  passages  which,  to  judge 
from  any  discoverable  token,  yon  would  scarcely  imagine 
bad  ibr  ages  been  trod  by  a  human  creature.  The  voice 
was  lost  amidst  the  damps  of  these  immenae  caverns ;  nor 
was  ft  possible  by  any  exertion  to  call  the  hand  of  man  to 
yoHT  aid.  My  guide  was  «i  individual  whom  cakmky 
had*  prompted  to  quarrel  with  the  world ;  of  strong  feelings 
iodoed,  of  capacious  thought ;  but  rugged,  ferocious,  brutal, 
aacL  inaccerable  to  piayer.  I  had  dhosen  him  for  my  |»ro-* 
tactor  and  ally ;  I  had  never  intended  to  put  myself  in  his 
power.  There  was  a  mystery  in  his  carriage,  a  somothmg 
ael  to  be  explained,  a  shdl  diat  no  human  forces  coidd 
penetrate,  that  was  mortal  to  confidence,  and  might  qudi 
the  stoutest. 

1  thought  there  would  be  no  end  to  our  pilgrimage.  At 
kngth  we  came  to  a  strong  door,  cross-barred  and  secured 
idlh  a  frame  of  iron.  Bethkm  Gabor  unlocked  it.  We 
had  no  sooner  entered,  that  it  impetuously  closed  behind 
us.  "  What  is  that  ?"  sttd  I,  starded  at  the  loudness  of 
the  report.  *'  Ckune  on,"  cried  my  host ;  '^  it  is  only  the 
wind  whistMng  through  the  caverns:  the  spring-bolt  is 
dioty  hat  I  have  the  key  in  my  hand  !"  At  the  oppodte 
end  of'  the  apaitment  was  another  door  with  an  ascent  of 
fire  steps  leading  to  it  Be&Iem  Gabor  imlodced  that 
aks,  and  then  faced  about  with  die  torch  in  his  hand :  I 
SRlB  dose  bdiind  him.  ^^Stay  where  you  are  i"  said  faft 
widi  a  &auMB  ^Mocent,  and  thrast  me  wvAeu^^  iY«ni>KSGc^« 
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The  fiolence  was  unexpected :  I  staggered  from  the  tc^  of 
tile  step^  to  the  bottom.  This  door  closed  with  as  lood  « 
report  as  the  other;  Bethlem  Gabor  disappeared;  Lwm 
left  in  darkness. 

For  an  instant  I  doubted  whether  the  situation  in  whidi 
I  thus  found  myself  were  the  result  of  design  or  of  accident 
The  shutting  of  the  door  might  be  ascribed  to  the  latter: 
the  action  however^  and  the  words  of  my  host  did  not  acU 
Biit  oi  that  interpretation.  I  stood  motionless,  astonished^ 
and  almost  incapable  of  reflection.  What  an  incrediUt 
reyerse  was  thus  the  creature  of  a  moment !  Yesterday  I 
possessed  unbounded  treasures,  and  the  hearts  of  the  whole 
Tmroo^Hungarian  nation.  Yesterday,  as  I  rode  forth  od 
this  fatal  excurnion,  I  behdd  the  food  of  a  mighty  people, 
mature  for  consumption,  the  growth  of  my  exertions ;  -asd 
it  will  not  be  thought  surprising  that  my  heart  leaped  widun 
me  at  the  sight  Who  would  not  have  envied  the  uiu 
paralleled  eminence  at  which  I  had  arrived  ?  My  triumphs 
were  attended  with  no  melancholy  exceptions  to  damp  their 
joy.  They  were  the  children  of  no  intrigue ;  they  were 
manly,  frank,  ingenuous,  and  honourable.  My  laurels  wett 
stained  with  no  drop  of  blood,  were  tarnished  with  no  tean 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  How  much  more  nobie  to 
rescue  mankind  from  famine  and  death,  than  to  violate  the 
honest  pride  of  their  nature  with  the  exhibition  of  victories 
and  trophies ! 

Yet,  truly  considered,  there  was  nothing  abrupt  in  the 
reverse  under  which  I  was  now  suffering.  The  whole  was 
a  chain,  every  link  of  which  was  indissohibly  connected  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  My  attempt  to  rescue  a  people  from 
the  horrors  of  famine  necessarily  exposed  me  to  unfavoiff'- 
able  accidents  and  misconstruction.  It  inevitably  led  to 
my  application  to  the  govemmmit  for  its  aid.  It  could  not 
fail  to  excite  the  alarms  and  jealousies  of  government  as  to 
the  tendency  of  my  proceedings.  By  exhibiting  me  as  the 
possessor  of  immense  wealth,  with  very  limited  means  for 
the  protection  of  that  wealth,  it  marked  me  a  prey  to  a  rapa- 
cious viceroy  or  his  more  despotic  master.  When  I  became 
sensible  of  the  piecarious  situation  in  which  I  stood  towards 
the  powers  of  tike  B\a.le,  cfirai!idL\'W[^  \a!S^ssci  xs^^  «.moKe 
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natural  expedient^  than  the  endeavour  to  cover  myself  with 
the  fihield  of  friendship  and  gratitude  in  the  person  of  oii« 
of  its  nobles  ?  But  this  expedient  would  almost  infalliUiy 
lead  to  the  placing  myself  sooner  or  later  in  the  power  of 
die  man  whose  friendship  I  sought.  I  had  done  so,  and 
this  was  the  termination  of  my  views  and  my  projects  ! 

I  now  well  understood  the  purpose  of  that  inattention 
«id  neglect  with  which  Bethlem  Gabor  had  treated  me  the 
preceding  evening,  the  uneasiness  resulting  from  which  I 
had  blamed  in  myself  at  the  time,  as  the  dictate  of  weak- 
ness and  unworthy  suspicion.  Yesterday  I  had  been  placed 
under  the  safeguard  of  a  nation  ;  every  man  in  Buda  and 
its  environs  was  familiar  with  my  person  ;  every  man  would 
have  been  ready  ahnost  to  sacrifice  his  life  to  procure  my 
safety.  Now  I  was  far  from  the  scene  of  my  philanthropical 
exertions ;  no  one  in  the  troop  of  Bethlem  Gabor  knew  who 
I  was ;  he  had  appeared  to  treat  me  the  preceding  evening 
With  indifference  and  contempt ;  if  they  saw  me  no  more, 
no  curiosity  would  by  that  drcumstimce  be  excited  in  their 
minds.  My  clients  on  the  other  htoid  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
metropolis,  however  great  an  interest  they  might  take  in 
my  fortune,  had  no  due  that  could  lead  them  to  the  know- 
ledge of  it.  They  must  suppose  me  a  prisoner  with  the 
Austrians,  or  that  I  had  been  killed,  in  resisting  to  become 
diear  priscmer.  I  was  cut  off  from  all  assistance  and  dis- 
covery^ and  left  as  much  in  the  power  of  my  treachercws 
ally,  as  if  I  had  been  alone  with  him,  oppressed  with  the 
utmost  disparity  of  personal  force,  in  the  remotest  island  of 
liie  Pacific  Ocean. 

Such  were  the  reflections  that  early  suggested  themselves 
to  my  mind  in  the  solitude  and  darkness  in  which  I  was  thus 
unexpectedly  involved.  Meanwhile  one  tedious  hour  suc- 
ceeded to  another,  and  I  remained  unintruded  on  and  un- 
noticed. I  could  form  no  conjecture  as  to  the  object  of 
Bethlem  Gabor  in  the  atrocious  perfidy  he  had  committed. 
Could  he  have  any  resentment  against  me,  and  did  he 
meditate  revenge  ?  He  had  received  from  me  nothing  but 
benefits.  Did  he  employ  restraint  on  my  person  as  i!he 
means  of  extortion  ?  I  could  not  conceive  that  he  could 
have  any  clue  leading  him  to  tte  ild^ONer}  oi  \xi^  ^'^bA 
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tMTCt ;  «Bd^  iktoti  of  tktt,  ray  Iboimties  had  been  bo  ezvte- 
aot,  M,  I  imagmed^  left  him  nothing  to  wirii.  in  tiHfl  nil- 
denieis  of  oonjeotme  i  hamefet  Axed  upon  extortion  as  a 
mo/dvt  k»  inoMifible  than  iwenge*  I  impotieDdy  waited, 
till  the  appearance  of  ray  tyrant  liioiild  fipoe  ne  fttm  aoBC 
part  of  my  prewnt  loieertainty. 

He  did  not  appear.  In  the  mean  ttme  I  waa  in  a  oondi- 
turn  feehle  and  exhauated.  The  exetciae  of  ye^teniay,  the 
hoHfy-hafled  expeetatioB  of  meeting  him  wkoni  I  had 
caUed  my  ftiend^  the  alternation  of  beiiig  ftnst  taken  pri- 
soner and  afterwaids  rescued^  had  exlrerady  fatigued  me. 
We  had  trayeUed  during  the^  wMe  night.  Yet  ^le  unao- 
eountahle  d^eetion  of  mind  under  whidi  I  iafeoured  on  our 
aniyal  at  Bedilem  Gabor'i  caotle  had  prewnted  me  from 
tafcii^  almost  any  share  in  the  ooarse  repast  tiiat  had  then 
been  set  before  us.  The  entrance  of  my  host  in  the  nsonung 
had  rendered  my  slambera  shoit.  As  I  followed  him  to  mj 
dv^jeott^  unconaeious  whither  I  went^ 'my  limbs  ached^  and 
my  heu-t  ached  still  more.  I  was  ill  prepared  for  a  fast 
of  thirty-six  hours  which  the  bnitality  of  my  jailor  infficted 
iq»on  me.  Alter  having  ioug  expected  him  in  vain^  I  gave 
mysfllf  up  to  despair.  What  a  termination  of  life  for  him 
who  possesaed  the  philosopher  a  stone  i 

I  cannot  do  justice  to  the  sensatimis  that  now  look  pos- 
session of  my  mind.  It  was  not  the  deadly  calm  of  despair^ 
far  I  sdfl  expected  every  moment  ^en  Bethiem  Oabor 
would  appear.  I  beiieTed  than  he  would^  and  I  betiered 
that  he  would  not,  leave  tue  to  perish.  I  listened  with  eager 
attention  to  every  sound,  and  my  soul  floated  on  the  howl- 
ing winds.  In  vain  !  nothing  came  of  it ;  there  was  no 
alteration  in  the  sound,  &r  only  those  vicissitudes  to  which 
Ae  howling  of  the  wind  is  unavoidably  subject.  I  th^ 
turned  avray  in  anguish ;  I  cursed ;  I  stamped  widi  my 
feet ;  I  smote  my  fordiead  with  my  doaed  hand ;  I  tore 
my  hair.  Anon  another  sound  arrested  my  attention ;  it 
was  a  different  howling;  it  seemed  to  be  like  a  human 
voice ;  my  fancy  created  to  me  the  tread  of  a  human  tudk 
I  listened  with  more  intentness  of  soul  than  ever.  It  was 
again  in  vain ! 

No^  no ;  he  will  not  come  I  he  wffl  norer  come*    Why 
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shoidd  I  agitate  myself  to  bo  pttrpoee  ?  Let  me  lie  down 
and  die !— ^I  Fcascmed  widi  mytelf.  Wliy  sbottkt  I  wirii 
to  lire  ?  I  am  nothing  to  any  human  being :  I  am  alose  in 
the  bonndkss  nniverse;  I  have  na  tie  to  existence.  St. 
Leon  has  no  wife ;  St.  Leon  haa  no  child  ;  he  has  nekfaa 
connection  nor  Mend  in  the  world.  >  Even  in  dkis  wretdbed 
liaion  of  the  philosopher  a  stone^  hare  I  not  tried  it  enon^  ? 
kaye  I  any  hopes  from  it  ?  is  it  not  time  that  I  should 
throw  away  that  and  ex&^nce  together? — My  meditations 
were  ineffectnal.  I  suppose  it  is  the  case  with  aQ  men  thftt 
violently  thrust  out  of  life  in  die  fbll  possesaon  of  their 
iacnlties — I  know  it  was  the  case  with  me, — the  nore 
perenplory  was  my  sommoner^  the  more  obstinatdly  I  dung 
tOi  the  worthless  toy.. 

At  lengdi  I  laid  myself  down  on  the  flo(Hr ;  aind^  if  I  oc*> 
eaoonaHy  listened^  I  no  longer  ran  to  the  walls  and  the 
dooro  to  catch  die  uncertain  soondsw  The  gnawings  I  now 
felt  within  were  intolerable.  They  were  at  one  period  so 
sei^re>  that  I  can  compare  them  ta  nothing,  but  the  sensa- 
tiom  of  having  swallowed  a  glowing  ember.  Afterwards, 
the  weakness  of  nature  would  no  longer  feed  this  exem** 
dating  pain,  and  it  subdded  into  a  starting  and  convnlsiTe 
throb  ;  the  pain  was  diversifiea  with  intervals  of  a  death* 
like  and  insuppcnrtable  sidmess — But,  no;  I  will  not  attempt 
to  describe  die  horrors  of  hunger  subMmed  by  despair,  where 
ike  torture  of  the  mind  gives  new  pungency  and  uproar  to 
the  eoorporeal  anguish.  The  image,  as  it  now  presents  itsdf 
ta  my  recollection^  is  toa  dreadful. 

At  last  I  sunk  into  a  state  of  insensibility ;  and  the  agony 
I  had  suffered  seemed  drawn  to  its  final  close.  The  busy 
turmoil,  the  feverish  dream  of  human  existence  was  at  an 
end.  I  shut  my  eyes,  and  I  believed  I  should  open  them 
no  BEioPe. 


CHAPTER  XLL 

How  long  I  endured  this  suspension  o£  the  vital  faculties  I 
Q«mxi>t  tell.  The  next  impxession  on  my  sensorium,  subse. 
quflot  to  those  I  haice  descuhed^  waa^  a  sfiixX  q&  e&^ec^s^ 
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twitdiing  and  vidlenoe  that  seemed  to  penecate  me.  It  was 
an  importunity  from  which  I  felt  desirous  to  escape;  I 
longed  to  be  undisturbed  and  at  rest.  The  intruder  on  my 
quiet  would  not  leave  me ;  and  I  at  length  roused  myself, 
as  if  to  put  away  my  cause  of  molestation.  My  thoileghtB 
mere  all  confounded  and  obsenre;  I  knew  not  whiBre^  1 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  know  who^  I  was.  A  litde  more 
effort  brought  with  it  a  fUrther  capacity  of  perception ;  I 
saw  before  me^  what  was  now  the  chief  object  of  my  mortd 
aversion^  the  figure  of  Bethlem  Gabor.  It  was  some  time 
longer^  before  I  became  aware  that  he  had  been  employed 
in  taking  up  my  apparently  lifeless  corpse^  placiiig  it  on  a 
stone-bench  in  the  side  of  the  Caye^  and  chaining  it  to  die 
wall.  He  observed  the  motions  that  indicated  in  me  return- 
ing life :  he  remarked  the  stare  of  my  glassy  and  rayless 
eyes ;  he  now  spoke  with  a  stern  and  unpitying  voice— 
''  There  is  food;  there  is  a  light;  eat!"  Having  thus  said^  he 
left  me. 

•  What  a  cruel  and  remorseless  treatment !  He  cared  not 
fbr  my  life ;  he  disdained  to  make  the  slightest  es^erMon  to 
restore  me ;  he  left  it  to  chance  whether  I  should  revive  or 
perish.  The  figure  of  a  dying  man  that  I  presented^  did 
not  make  one  fibre  of  his  bosom  bend  or  quiver. 

I  revived;  I  ate.  By  degrees  I  recovered 'from  the 
deadly  languor  which  had  invaded  my  senses.  In  about  twelve 
hours  longer  Bethlem  Gabor  returned  \nth  a  new  8up|4y  of 
sustenance.  I  was  now  strong  enough  to  be  able  to  coUverse 
with  him.  I  heard  the  heavy  sound  of  opening  locks  and 
removing  bolts  before  he  entered^  and  i  summoned  my 
finculties  to  expostulate  with  him. 

"  Why  am  I  here^  ^Vliat  is  the  meaning  of  the  un- 
worthy way  in  which  you  treat  me  ?  " 

"  It  is^" — he  regarded  me  iK^ih  a  truculent  aspect^  as  if 
he  would  pierce  through  my  hearty — "  because  I  fa»te  you!" 

''  You  hate  me  ?  Good  God !  is  it  possible  ?  What  eHl 
have  I  done  to  you?  What  good  have  I  not  done  you? 
What  supplies  have  I  refused  you  ?  What  occasions  havt^ 
I  n^lected  of  studying  your  advantage^  your  interest^  and 
your  honour  ?  If  dius  your  hatred  is  purchased^  how  riMdl 
that  man  demean  himself  who  is  to  purdiase  your  idve  ?". 
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'*  Oh,  thiiik  not  my  hatred  idle  or  capricious  I  Heaveii 
knowB^  I  would  have  refrained  from  hating  you  M  I  had 
been  able ;  I  struggled  against  it  widi  all  the  ener^^  of 
my  sQul.  But  you  have  committed  towards  'mo  the  most 
mortal  offences  that  man  ever  endured.  There  is  an  an- 
tipathy between  your  nature  and  mine^  that  all  .tho  men- 
Btruums  in  the  world  could  never  bring  to  coalesce." 

**  eternal  Providence  I  and  what  is  the  source  of  this 
sintipathy  ?  " 

.  f^  And  do  you  profess  ignorance  ?     Have  you  not  gone 

on  day  after  day  with  the  full  consciousness  md  wiU  to 

torment  me  ?     Have  I  not  warned  you,  and  expostulated 

with  you  times  without  nmnber?'" 

**  Of  what  have  you  warned  me  ?  " 

*^  I  hate  mankind.    I  waanot  bora  to  hate  them.    I  have 

no  native  obliquity  of  diaracter.    I  have  no  diabolical  ma- 

Ueiousness  of  constitution.     But  they  have  forced  me  to 

hate  them,  and  the  debt  of  abhorrence  shall  be  amply  paid." 

^'  I  loved  as  never  mortal  loved.     No  human  heart  was 

ever  so  devoted,  and  centred^  and  envel(^ed  in  the  kindly 

a^^eodoos  of  family  and  parentage  as  mine  has  been*     Was 

not  my  wife^  were  not  my  children^  murdered?     When  I 

came  home  to  feast  my  eyes  and  tranquiUise  my  soul  with 

the  B^ht  of  them,  did  I  not  find  all  waste  and  desolsition  ? 

Did  I  not  find  their  bodies  naked,  pale,  disfigured  with 

wounds,  pluiq;ed  in  blood,  and  already  putrid  ?     This  was 

the  welcome  I  looked  for !     This  was  the  olgecst  I  so 

qpeeded  to  see  !     No,  never  was  a  moment  like  that !   My 

whde  nature  was  changed  in  an  instant.     My  eyes  were 

hlasted  and  dried  to  horn.     My  blood,  froae  in  my  well 

stored  veins.     I  have  no  longer  delight  but  in  human 

misery. 

^'  My  revenge  is  not  causeless ;  this  was  not  the  act  of 
individuals.  All  men,  in  the  place  of  these  murderers, 
would  have  done  as  they  did.  They  are  in  a  league  toge- 
ther. Human  pity  and  forbearance  never  had  a  harbmur 
\mt  in  my  breast ;  and  I  have  now  abjured  them.  With 
something  more  of  inwrought  vigour  and  energy,  I  wiU 
become  like  to  my  brethren.  All  men  are  excited  by  the 
same  motives,  luged  by  the  same,  temptatiops^  influenced 
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by  the  saime  inducementB.  Why  shoiild  I  attempt  a  fbtfle 
distinctfon,  when  nature  had  made  none?  All  men  bes 
the  same  figure ;  I  cannot  new  ^e  human  figure  widigvt 
&  torture  the  moet  dreadful.'* 

^^  I  always  knew/'  answered  I^  "  your  general  hatred  of 
mankind ;  but  your  manners  and  yeur  behainoiir  persuaded 
me  that  you  exempted  me  from  the  general  censure." 

'^  I  wished  to  do  so  ;  you  made  the  attmiipt  impossiUe. 
You  told  me,  that  you  had  sufiered  the  same  midSortunea 
which  I  had;  that  you^  by  the  ii^ustice  and  persecutions 
of  men>  had  also  lost  your  wife  and  your  diildren.  I 
hailed  you  as  a  brother ;  in  my  heart  I  swore  to  yon 
eternal  friendship ;  1  said^  we  will  carry  on  this  holy  wsr- 
fare  together.  We  communicated  to  eadi  other  our  mu- 
tual sorrows  j  with  you^  and  you  only^  I  found  naomeats  of 
consolation. 

^^  Soon  I  discovered  my  mistake.  Instead  of^  like  me, 
se^Bg  occasions  of  glorious  mischief  and  v^igeancey  yon 
took  upon  yourself  to  be  the  benelKtor  and  parent  of  man- 
kind. What  vocation  had  you  to  the  task?  With  tb» 
spi^t  of  a  slave  who>  the  more  he  is  beaten^  becomes  the 
more  servile  and  submissive,  you  remunented  injuriea  wkh 
benefits.  I  found  that  t^ere  was  m^  within  you  oae  atom 
of  generous  sentiment,  one  honest  ^ow  of  fervaii  indig* 
nation.  Chicken-hearted  wretch  !  poor,  soulless  poltroon ! 
to  say  the  best  of  you,  to  your  insensate  heart  it  vas*  the 
same  whether  you  were  treated  with  reverence  or  scam.  I 
saw  yo«L  hunted,  hooted  at,  and  pursued  by  the  people  ymi 
fed  ;  you  held  on  your  course,  and  fed  tiiem  still.  I  was 
compelled  to  witness  or  to  hear  of  your  senseless  libendi* 
ties  every  day  I  lived.  Could  I.  submit  to  this  torment^ 
and  not  endeavour  to  remove  it?  I  hate  the  man  in  whom 
kindness  produces  no  responsive  afi&ction,  and  injustice  no 
swell,  no  glow  of  resentment.  I  hated  you  ihe  more,  be« 
cause,  having  suffered  what  I  had  stt£^ed>  your  fedingi 
and  conduct  on  the  occasion  have  been  the  reverse  of 
miine.  Your  character,  I  thank  God !  is  of  aU  beings  the 
most  opposite  to  that  of  Bethlem  Gahor. 

"  At  length  you  filled,  up  the  measure  of  the  Tarious 
thwarting^  with  which  you  daily:  insuked  me»    There  waa 
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ame  nstiTe  of  Himgairy  between  wliom  and  me  there  su!^ 
sisted  an  open  and  eternal  war.  I  relate  in  no  human  ear 
-tike  cause-  of  my  animosity  to  that  man.  Suffice  it^  that  it 
-vras  deep^  imraeasorahle^  inexpiAl^e*  With  a  refinement  of 
cruelty  and  insult  difficult  to  conceive^  you  chose  that  man 
for  one  of  the  objects  of  your  beneficence.  Would  I  con- 
sent to  see  my  name  joined  in  pension  list  with  my  mortal 
enemy?  The  injury  you  infiicted  on  me  would  hayebeen 
less  if  yoit  had  stabbed  me  to  the  heart.  Less  ?  That 
urould  haTO  been  a  Messing.  I  impose  on  myself  the  ta^ 
of  Mvuig  ioa  my  levenge:  but  never  shall  I  deem  that  man 
xny  foe^  who  should  rid  me  (^  all  l^is  tumult  of  passions, 
and  tiiis  insoi^iortable  load  of  existence  together. 

'^  Yon  have  heard  my  mo^es.  You  may  wonder  at,  yoa 
yea  may  eenanre  them?  but  tbey  are  human*  2  hare 
nothing  further  to  say  lo  you  now :  you  haye  no  need  to 
recwr  to  expostnlaition ;  expostulation  nerer  moyed  the 
htfort  of  BetUem  Ckiber.  Hereallar  you  sltall  hear  more  I" 
Tkua  qieakkig,  he  left  me ;  and  I  must  confess,  with 
'whateyer  disgrace  to  my  sagacity,  he  <^pened  upon  me  a- 
ufBW  wotkiu.  I  conceiyed  not,  till  now,  the  faintest  suspi- 
daii  of  what  had  been  labouiing  in  his  bosom.  Amidst 
all  my  experience  of  the  varieties  of  human  diaraeter,  this 
-was  a  i^eeies  that  had  never  faDen  under  my  observation 
before.  What  a  peinfbl  and  mortifying  occurrence  is  it 
in  human  life,  when  we  havefived  wkh  a  man  from  day  to 
day^  when  we  have  conversed  with-  him  famtBarly,  and  seen 
him  in  all  the  changes  of  cireumstance,  and  when  we 
flatter  ourselves  we  have  penetrated  all  the  recesses  of  his 
heas^  suddenly  to  start  upon  something  portentous  that 
brooded  these,  of  whid^  to  that  moment  we  had  not  the 
liglltesli  sasj^doift  I  I  am  not  ihe  onfy  Sn^rvidual  to  whom 
ihSm  avsnl  has'  oeourred. 

In  a  subsequent  visit,  of  Beddem  Gabor  to  my  cell  (for 
be  only  attended  me  with  provinons>  he  would  intrust  the 
secret  of  my  confinement  to  no  olher  mortal),  I  intreated^ 
hina  to  inlbrm  me  with  what  intention  he  retained  me  a 
priaoner,  and  to  fix  a  price  onr  my  ransom.  To  this  over- 
ture he  appeared  to  yield  some  degree  of  attention.  He 
made  no  expKdt  answer,  but  asked  with  aa  inquisitive  and 
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•erere  tone,  in  what  manner  J  inia|;uied  I  eonU  forocme 
money  in  my  dungeon  ? 

'*  Let U8 agree  upon  the  terma,  andaetme  mt  laige.  You 
have  never  found  me  deoekfiil,  and  yon  ahall  not  £aad  me 
deceitful  now." 

"  Do  not  hope  I  will  oonaeot  to  that,  I  aak  yoa^^gatn, 
in  what  manner  do  you  imagine  you  can  procure  jnoaej  in 
your  dungeon  ?  " 

'  I  reflected  for  a  moment.  Liberty  is  ineffiihly  aweet ; 
and  whatever  followed,  upon  the  peaent  oveHuse^  I*  was 
determined  not  to  neglect  the  faintest  proepect  4faat  li^  to  a 
termination  of  my  confinement. 

^^  There  is/'  answered  I,  ^^  in  my  mansion  at  Bttda*  a 
chest  which,  if  it  can  be  brought  to  me  hither,  will  enable 
me  to  supply  your  demands.  I  have  the  k^  in  my  cua- 
tody,  and  no  key  but  my  own  will  unlock  the  teeaBUieb." 

''  Give  me  the  key  !"  replied  Bethlem  Gabor. 

"  No,''  r^oined  I,  "  it  is  in  ray  custody ;  it  is  not  upon 
my  person  :  I  have  taken  care  of  that.  No  human  hand 
shall  touch  it  but  my  own;" 

'^  And  how  can  I  cause  this  chest  to  be  brought  to  you 
without  risking  a  discovery  of  your  situation,  or  that  I  had 
a  concern  in  your  disappearance?" 
«  ^^  Of  that,"  said  I,  "  judge  for  yourself.  I  have  made 
a  proposition  to  you,  and  I  have  done  enough*  I  will  have 
no  share  in  the  detail  of  its  execution/' 

''  Well,"  said  Bethlem  Gabor,  after  having  ruminated 
a  moment,  '^  the  chest  you  shall  have;  I  undertake  that. 
Describe  it." 

I  described  the  chest,  and  its  situation  in  my  house, 
with  a  minuteness  that  made  mistake  impossible. 

After  a  considerable  time  it  was  brought  to  me.  It  waa  too 
bulky  and  ponderous  to  be  introduced  into  my  cell  by  a  single 
arm.  But  Bethlem  Gabor,  having  first  caused  me  un- 
consciously to  swallow  a  powerful  opiate,  foimd  no  difficulty, 
either  to  conceal  my  person  in  the  dark  shadowsof  this  ringed 
subterranean,  or  to  cause  /some  of  his  followers  to  place 
the  chest  within  my  reach,  believing  that  they  placed  it  in 
a  vacant  apartment  I  awoke,  and  found  it  at  hand.  I  was 
secure  that  the  lock  was  such  a  one  as  could  not  be  forced : 


TBtAYELS  OF  ST.  LEON*  '    419 

Imt  I  examined  the  different  surfaces^  to  see  whether  violence 
of  any  other  sort  had  heen  exercised  on  it.  There  were 
marks  of  damage^  but  not  sufficiently  unequivocal  to  enable 
me  to  form  a  certain  judgment  on  this  point.  The  chest 
contained^  not  gold>  but  the  implements  for  making  and 
fashioning  gold.  Allowing  for  the  distance  from  which  it 
was  brought^  they  appeared  to  be  pretty  exactly  in  the  state 
in  which  I  left  them.  I  had  never  placed  much  confidence 
in  this  expedient  for  softening  the  heart  of  Bethlem  Gabor  ; 
Imt  I  perceived  that  it  would  serve  at  worst  to  divert  my 
thoughts^  and^  by  exciting  in  me  some  share  of  expectation^ 
might  call  off  my  attention  from  the  miseries  of  my  present 
Gondition.  Embracing  the  occasions  when  I  was  most 
secure  against  the  intrusion  of  my  jailor,  I  provided  myself 
with  the  sum  that  had  been  previously  agreed  on  between 
us.  My  task  being  finished^  I  carefully  displayed  the  pro- 
duce of  my  labour^  against  the  next  time  Bethlem  Gabor 
should  visit  my  cell.  He  viewed  it  with  an  ai^  of  sullen 
and  gloomy  triumph ;  he  removed  it  from  the  cave  which 
was  my  habitation^  to  an  apartment  of  this  subterraneous 
abode^  little  distant  from  my  own.  When  he  had  con- 
cluded this  employment^  it  seemed  to  be  a  just  inference^ 
that  he  was  to  give  me  my  liberty.  He  did  no  such  thing. 
Without  uttering  a  word^  he  dosed  the  door  of  my  cavern, 
locked  it,  and  departed. 

When  Bethl^n  Gabor  next  entered  my  cdl,  I  reproached 
him  with  this,  as  with  the  breach  of  a  solemn  engagement. 
His  first  answer  was  an  infernal  laugh,  expressive  of 
derision,  hard-heartedness,  and  contempt.  By  and  by, 
however,  he  condescended  to  explain  himself  more  fully. 
i.-  "  1  made  no  engagement,"  cried  he.  '*  You  talked  of  a 
sansom,  and  I  suffered  you  to  talk.  I  made  you  no  answer  ; 
I  gave  you  no  encouragement.  Boy,  I  deceived  you  not ! 
No ;  though  my  heart  pants  for  vengeance  and  for  misery, 
I  will  never  be  guilty  of  treachery ;  I  will  break  no  en- 
gagements j  I  am  a  knight  and  a  soldier.  You  have  given 
me  ten  thousand  ducats ;  what  are  ten  thousand  ducats  to 
me  ?  Do  you  think  I  am  uninformed  of  your  secret  ?  I 
opened  your  chest;  I  found  no  gold;  its  conteivt»  ^«Wi 
^rttdbles^  minerals,  chemoal  preparatioTis,  tta'di  ^^  \»k^  ^ 
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9»  irtlit  Toft  «K  pojwwopdt  oC  ib^  jsran^  vroiMnir  *i 
yliilosopber's  «|qii^  If  I  li4d  a^  dp^jbit  of  il  bdfor^  tin 
Iniisaction  of  ycst^rdny  coav,e«led  popjeotqce  im^  c^ftsiii^ 
Aad  did  you  vtl^pofl^  idiot;,  di»yeUer  th«ti  yo«  aze^  ti^lK 
"vovld  take  len  lihoiiMod  ducate  in  commntotiov^  iot  v^aUi 
ineaJbausdMe ^  No;  youar^mypmmftr^aAfdoiay'clipGi^ 
lA  tbia  iinfttmittg  dUeoMKia,  whel^  you  will  Ji^mm  mf 
8la.ve>  to  Bup^  io#  daUy  resowceiB  a^  I  ahaR  dlaiJlx  tjiiok 
proper  to  deeoand^  or  at  once  make  ow&  to  me  yonr  vdlv)k 
mystery,  and  j^aee  me  m  t^  veiqpefit  o«)  a.  hyf4  ^A 
yourself." 

It  was  now  my  paKi  W*  be  p^r^pap^ory  aad  ton. 

'« I  reftue/'  said  i;,  '<  ^ery  pait  of  yomj  (j^emmi^  wi 
$ik  4iat  you  can  propose  to  me^  Jh^  yua^Jk  talk  of  my  i«« 
Wmmt^  yow  dAiye>  te,  supply  you  witb  daily  Ksour^^ 
Do,  yoM.  imsgiB^  tba^  skul;  up,  m  Ais  dui]ge<m>  I  wi 
Qey«;th^less  Hboux  lor  your  gp^atifiqsidoDv  ?  Pd  you  belieie 
tft^  that  pit,  w\mh  I  recmrved  a^  the  instnim^^^  of  mf 
own  hapfwess  and  the  bc^iefit  of  mtfuikiiid>  ^aU.  he.  msds 
Ae  pledge  of  my  penpe^airt  iq^spoment  ^ 

^  WMi  regs^  tp  impMTtjng^  you  the  seei^t  yon  suppoM 

me  to.  possess^  I  aDswcar  viithimt  hesita^^jiiog^  tihat^  ^fivAj  w 
I  prise  Uh^y^  and  QumeioQUA  as,  are  the^  m9tiye&  you  m»j 
^i»k  I  h%ye  to  piise  it»  I  wU  not  puirtjiase  my  Uhevty  at 
ihat  rate.  I  would  radier  spend  tj^  days  of  eteouj^  ift 
4mi  Qav»9>  than  Pomply  with  youii  pQoposa}^  "[J^hs^g^ of 
the  phUospphev-s  siipne^  tj^  moment  a^  man  pos^^ssea  tti, 
purito  his;  mind  iSrom  sordid  mdi  ignoUe  iodimemeg» 
The  endearment,  whieh  rajses  hjm  sp.  much  shore  bis 
apeoiesf  mskes  h^  gbi^  in  his:  siipei9i(H%>  aedi  eh^rish  liw 
jmnpceo/oe^  £ie  canAot^  if  he  w^tddtf.  mingle  in  tfie  few 
P«9i^oas  mi  p^vmi^  of  the  geoj^nli^  <^  m»iddnd»  i^ 
myselfcu  I  yatae  ^  puch  the  y^^qt  of  my;.  oyn»  hewrV  w« 
to  atteiw  mya^  tp  he  i4ik4ue9Qed  ip  the  v^mk  oeoc^maol 
my  espslieiM^  hy  m^taoea  emi  eompij^^..   $ie^kle>  th« 

fpfy  I  received  fojr  hply  sind  henefiipent  pm^iesea;  tpt  sedl 
il^iaoQttsefiralied;  aiiri  if  (  ^o:  inopi^  i^  {  m»^t  sdeet  iM 
depesMiOi^  wM^  all  the  af^diu^  eii4.penc^«a|jlpB  it  is  jpntf 
tieahle  ^  m^  to  exent^     You:  1. 19^  l^i^mfQr^  hen^^  90 
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iskd  imreoMe^ '  I  we€lp  to  thilik  hoW  fnudt  I  b&v«  kieetk 
deceived  in  ycM;  I  \ireep  to  li±fik  how  iii^y  high  tiiid 
%tet€i<;  foalities  in  your  breasit  ave  iiow  conveitdL  invo 
OdaSiginty  and  venom.  -^  You  the  ponstiBSOr  of  the  {^hilodo^- 
pher'^B  stone !  You  tdl  rae,  the  sole  pursuit  of  the  rcfst  ^ 
your  life  is  revenge  iEtnd  human  misery.  What  an  images 
do  you  raise  in  my  mind^  if^  With  sudi  disposition's^  yo4t 
possessed  die  means  which  die  acquisition  6i  riches  in- 
^e^diinnstiUie  wonM  confer  on  yon?  And  do  you  believe 
that  any  consideration  on  eari^  coAld  induce  me  to  realne 
fwioh  an  imi^  ?  " 

'^  As  you  j^ease/'  r^Hed  Bethlem  Oabbr  indignantly. 
^*  I  have  nothing  to  propose  to  you.  Think  you  that, 
tidi^  as  my  enemy  or  my  idave^  and  I  hoM  yon  for  both> 
I  would  djesc^id  to  negotiate  With  you  ?  I  simply  told 
fotL  your  situation.  Yours  be  thie  consequenoes  ci£  youi: 
wilftdness  ;snd  fc^y ! 

^'  One  ndstake  howtever  tiiat  I  see  you  tnake  ret^ec^nj^ 
tny  pttiposies^  I  will  remove.  Ynu  seem  to  suppose  that^  i£ 
^ou  Were  to  communicate  to  me  your  secret>  I  woidd  th^ 
Ifet  yon  at  liberty.  No,  by  heaveni» !  This  cavern  is  your 
nhode  for  ever.  You  shall  never  go  forth  from  it  alive  J 
attd>  when  you  are  dead,  here  your  '&Mi  shall  moulder,  and 
your  skeleton  i^all  rest,  as  long  as  the  World  remains. 
Loi^  round  your  watts !  Enter  fiiliy  Into  possession  tji 
yoi^  final  hcone  !  I  know  diat  to  keep  you  here  and  alive 
tny  prisoner,  I  must  in  a  certain  sense  imprison  myself^ 
Bnt  at  that  I  do  not  murmur.  I  shall  have  the  gratifica^ 
lion  of  bdioMng  my  foe,  and  seeing  him  daily  with^  in 
disappointment.  You  Wi^  to  be  a  father  to  the  human 
i^ce ;  and  I  shall  deem  the  scope  of  my  misanthropy  almost 
satisfied,  while,  in  your  restraint,  I  image  mysdf  as  making 
%ke  human  race  an  orphan.  Never  shall  Beddem  Gabo^ 
"iet  at  large  a  man  of  your  unnatural  and  gall-less  dispoMtion, 
and  yout  powers  for  the  indulgence  of  that  disposition. 

*'  Sieur  de  Chatillon,  I  do  not  want  your  secret:  tl 
suffices  that  I  know  you  possess  it.     Have  I  not  yourself 
In  my  keeping  ?    It  win  be  more  joy  to  me  ruddy  to  iss^fe 
my  commands,  and  to  see  yon  comjijinfe  ^^Yi  ^^so^  \sv 
gpite  6f  the  most  h&xrtMl  rdUctanoe^  1^4a  \o  ^%aA«&^^iA 
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richest  gift  cm  earth  in  the  fuHest  independence.  Tfainl 
you  Bethlem  Gabor  incompetent  to  tame  the  tenant  of  this 
wretched  cavern  ?  Boy,  you  are  my  prisoner  ;  you  shall  be 
my  creature.  I  will  humble  you  at  my  feet,  and  teadi  yod 
to  implore  my  bounty  for  the  most  miserable  pittance; 
Look  to  it !  You  know  your  destiny !  Do  not  provoke  my 
fury,,  witihout  a  foresight  of  the  consequences  ! " 

I  will  enter  into  little  further  detail  of  this  my  vrretdied 
imprisonment  in  the  wilds  of  Hungary.  It  was  not  destitute 
of  its  varieties ;  and  I  could,  if  I  pleased,  fill  a  volume 
with  the  artifices  and  the  violence  of  my  gloomy  superin- 
tendent I  could  fill  volumes  witih  the  detail  of  the  multi- 
plied expedients,  the  furious  menaces,  the  gigantic  starts 
and  rhapsodies  o(  passion,  by  which  he  alljiematdy  urged 
me  to  compliance  and  concession.  But  I  will  not.  I  will 
bring  to  an  end  the  history  of  Bethlem  Gabor ;  and  then, 
having  detailed  the  surprising  events  that  immediately  fol- 
lowed it,  will  close  the  page  of  St.  Leon's  history  for  ever. 
I  stood  like  a  rock.  Shut  out  from  all  other  gratifications,  I 
at  least  resolved  to  accumulate  in  my  own  person  all  the  en- 
ergies of  resistance.  If  I  were  to  unfold  the  story,  I  could 
command  the  reader's  astonishment,  his  admiration ;  but  the 
object  of  these  papers  is  to  record,  not  my  merits,  but  my  fate. 

How  difierent  was  my  imprisonment  in  the  cavern  of  the 
man-abhorring  palatine^  from  that  which  I  had  experienced 
in  the  dungeons  of  the  inquisition  !  There  an  inexorable 
apathy  prevailed:  my  tyrants  were  indifferent  whether  I 
dded  or  lived ;  filled  with  the  sense  of  their  religious  eleva- 
tion, they  held  on  the*  even  gravity  of  their  course,  and 
counted  my  groans  and  my  tears  neither  for  remorse  nor 
pleasure.  The  variety  I  experienced  in  their  dungeons  was 
the  growth  of  my  own  thoughts :  from  without  I  encoun- 
tered no  interruption ;  it  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  those 
who  held  me  in  durance,  if  my  faculties  were  not  letfaaigied 
into  death.  Bethlem  Gabor  possessed  no  share  of  their  apa<* 
diy ;  his  malice  was  ever  alive,  his  hatred  ever  ingenious 
and  new  in  its  devices.  He  had  a  purpose  to  answer,  >-s  to 
extort  from  me  the  supply  of  his  necessities  and  projects.  It 
was  not  so  much  perhaps  that  he  stood  in  need  of  this,  as 
that  he  placed  a  jHride  in  it,  and  had  fiercely  resolved  to  show 
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me  tbat  I  was  uiureserv^y  his  slsve.  His  animosity  against 
me  was  so  fixed  and  insatiaUe^  that  nothing  that  was  pain 
to  me  was  indi^rent  to  him;  If  at  any  time  he  saw  me 
subsidtog  mto  insensibility^  he  failed  not  to  exert  himself  to 
sting  me  iiit*  life  again. 

The  consequence  of  this  was  somewhat  di^rent  from, 
what  Bethkm  Gabor  expected.  Desponding  as  I  was, 
weary  of  life^  and  almost  finally  alienated  from  the  all. 
coveted  gift  of  the  philosopher's  stone^  if  he  had  left  me  to 
myself/  I  should  very  probably  have  sought  in  insensibility 
relief  from  the  torment  of  my  own  thoughts.  But  he 
taught  me  a  better  lesson.  Revising  me  the  indulgence  of 
torpor,  he  obliged  me  to  string  myself  to  Resistance.  He 
gave  me  a  passion ;  he  gave  me  an  object ;  he  gave  me  com* 
parative  happiness.  I  was  roused  to  opposition ;  I  was 
resolved  that^  placed,  as  I  seemed  to  be,  at  his  mercy,  I 
would  yield  him  no  atom  of  his  desires.  Thus  employed^^ 
I  found  in  my  employment  pride.  Perpetual  occasion  pre- 
sented itsdf  for  fortimde ;  and  I  gradually  ascended  to  the 
sweets  'Of  consistency,  perseverance,  and  self-gratulation.  t 
had'  far  years  been  inured  to  satisfy  myself  with  a  sparing 
stock  of  Measures ;  and  I  was  less  at  a  loss  to  expand  and 
ramify  those  whi^h  I  now  possessed,  than  almost  any  other 
man  would  have  beeq  in  my  situation.  If  my  attendant 
train  of  sensations  was  scanty,  Bethlem  Gabor  took  care  to 
affi>rd  them  a  perpetual  supply  of  food  and  employment, 
and  I  was  comparatively  little  exposed  to  the  pain  of 
vacuity.  .  Whoi  he  saw  that  I  was  inflexible,  and  that  he 
could  no  longer  gain  from  me  the  smallest  compliance  with 
his  will,  he  raged  against  me  with  terrifying  fury.  Was  it 
a  crime  in  me,  that  this  fury  in  my  tyrant  produced  the 
operation  of  a  sedative  and  a  cordial  ?  There  was  no  ma« 
lignity  in  the  joy  it  gave  me.  I  had  much  aversion  for 
Bethlem  Gabor,  but  no  hatred.  I  took  no  pleasure  in  his 
agonies,  because  they  were  agonies.  My  sympathies  towards 
him  now,  I  confess,  were  small ;  but  ^e  joy  I  felt  was 
because  his  fury  told  me,  was  the  unwilling  evidence  of  my 
own  value.  I  left  him  to  assail  the  mound  I  opposed  to  his 
desires  as '  he  pleased ;  it  remained  strong  and  unaffected 
as  the  sea-beaten  propiontory. —  From  the  inefficacy  of  his 
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cffi>rt^  I  Bometiines  took  oocaakw  to  reoHmstrate  ividi  my 
jailor,  and  demand  the  ie8torati<Hi  of  my  liberty  ;  hat 
Bethlem  Gabor  was  not  a  man  whom  aigiime&ts  and  ez<* 
poBtolations  like  these  could  move.  In  ^lite  of  faimadf 
however  I  commanded  his  wonder,  if  not  his  eateem.  He 
xegarded  die  contrast  as  almost  incredible,  between  the 
boy-aspect  under  which  he  saw  me,  and  the  inflexibility 
and  resources  of  my  time-insttucted  mind. 

The  contentment  that  I  have  here  described  in  mysdf, 
was  however  a  creature  of  the  imagination,  the  forced  pnn 
geny  of  uncommon  effi>rt.  It  was  no  natural  state  of  the 
■oul.  My  mind  would  sometimes  wander  beyond  the 
limits  of  my  cavern,  and  remember  that  there  were  other 
persons  beside  Bethlem  Gabor  and  mysdf  in  the  worid. 
I  recollected  the  situation  in  which  I  had  left  my  great 
project  for  the  reviviseence  of  Hungary,  and  rgoioed  to 
remember  that  it  was  already  in  such  forwardness,  as,  I 
hoped,  no  longer  to  stand  in  absolute  need  of  my  assistwice. 
Yet  what  I  had  done  was  but  a  small  portimi,  a  dismem* 
bered  branch,  of  what  I  had  meditated  to  do,  and  what 
every  person  of  a  generous  and  oiterprising  mind,  who 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  would 
have  designed.  Why  was  I  thus  stopped  in  ihe  com- 
mencement of  a  career  so  auspiciously  b^un,  and  to  which 
an  ardent  fancy  would  prescribe  no  limits?  Why  was 
every  power  of  the  social  constitution,  every  caprice  of  the 
multitude,  every  insidious  project  of  the  noble,  thus  in« 
stantly  in  arms  against  so  liberal  and  grand  an  under- 
taking^? Nor  could  I  help  repining  at  the  perverseness  of 
my  fate,  which  had  decreed  that  I  should  savour  all  the 
bitterness  incidentally  resulting  from  my  plan,  and  not  be 
permitted  so  much  as  to  taste  the  applause  and  reward  that 
ought  to  grow  out  of  its  completion.  Thousands  of  men 
were  at  this  instant  indebted  to  my  generosity  and  exer- 
tions for  every  Messing  they  enjoyed ;  and  I  was  cast  forth 
as  the  refuse  of  the  earth,  pining  under  the  alternate  suc- 
cession of  solitude,  negligence,  and  malice,  my  very  ex- 
istence and  the  manner  of  it  unknown,  e:^c€|»t  to  one 
individual,  who  had,  from  the  strangest  and  mxmt  unex« 
pected  motives,  sworn  eternal  hostility  to  me. 
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Bethlem  Gabor  had  teisdi^  that,  so  long  as  he  livedo  I 
4^ou]d  remain  a  prisoner:  when  he  €lied>  if  he  Continued 
my  only  jailor^  the  single  individual  acquainted  with  th6 
place  <i  my  cmifinementy  the  prohaUe  issue  was  that  I 
«hould  perish  with  hunger.  Twdve  years  hefore^  I  should 
liave  contemplated  this  attitude  umI  condition  of  existence 
:mth  indescribable  honor.  But  within  that  time  I  had 
been  better  taught.  I  had  received  an  education^  I  thank 
them^  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Spanish  inquisition ;  and^  if 
that  be  properly  considered^  it  will  not  be  wondered  at  that 
I  was  superior  to  ordinary  terrors.  Early  in  my  present 
Mtuation  the  presentiment  had  suggested  itself  to  me  that^ 
by  some  striking  events  I  should  be  rescued  from  my 
present  confinement;  and^  improbable  as  the  suggestion 
was,  it  made  an  inddible  impresaon  on  my  mind.  I  l«d  ori. 
ginated  in^  or  it  had  produced^  a  dream^  the  scenes  of  which 
had  appeared  particularly  luminous  and  vivid.  I  imagined 
I  saw  a  knight^  cased  complete  in  proofs  enter  my  prison. 
A  smile  of  angeli6  kindness  beamed  on  his  countenance. 
fie  embraced  me  with  ardour ;  he  made  a  sign  to  me  to 
follow  him.  I  felt  thai  I  had  seen  him  somewhere^  that 
he  had  been  my  intimate  friend.  Yet  all  the  efforts  I  madd 
in  sleep^  or  afterwards  when  I  was  awake^  were  unavailing 
to  remove  the  myst^  that  hung  upon  his  features.  I 
rose  to  obey  him ;  the  ground  trembled  under  my  feet  like 
an  earthqiiake.  Presently^  with  the  inooherency  usually 
attendant  on  a  dream^  the  figure  changed  to  that  of  a  female 
of  unblemished  grace  and  beauty ;  it  unfolded  a  pair  of 
vadiant  wings  ;  we  ascended  together  in  the  air ;  I  looked 
down^  and  saw  the  castle  of  Bethlem  Grabor  a  prey  to  de^ 
youring  flames. — Here  ended  my  dream.  I  soon  felt  that 
I  could  reason  myself  out  of  all  confidence  in  the  presages 
of  this  wild  and  incongruous  vision.  But  I  refused  to  do 
it ;  my  consolations  were  not  so  plenteous  in  this  frightf^ 
aolitude  as  that  I  should  willingly  part  with  one  so  de- 
licious. Reason,  thus  appUed^  I  contemplated  as  an  ab- 
horred intruder.  It  %as^  for  a  long  time^  part  of  my 
occupation  in  every  day  to  ruminate  on  this  vision^  pot 
with  the  sternness  of  a  syllogist,  but  with  the  coVyim£L%  ^^ 
a  paintei>  and  the  nptxure  of  a  bard.     ¥TOxa  ^^dka  Ocsr^- 
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iiately  dweHing  on  it  m  tbe  day,  it  happened^at  it  heam 
again  and  again  and  again  my  vision  of  the  night.  Sloniberi 
like  these  were  truly  refreshing,  and  armed  and  nerved  me 
fer  the  contentions  of  my  tyrant.  Sacred  and  adorabti 
power  of  fancy,  that  can  thus  purify  and  irradiate  tfa^ 
damps  of  a  dungeon,  and  extract  from  midnight  glooHM 
knd  impervious  darkness  perceptions  more  lovely  and  in'> 
spiriting  than  noontide  splendour ! 


CHAPTER  XLII. 


I  HAD  now  continued  here  for  several  months,  and  in  all 
chat  time  had  received  no  external  impressions  but  such  as 
Delated  to  the  cell  I  inhabited,  tod  the  misanthropical  savi^ 
by  whom  it  was  visited.  One  evening  that  Bethfem  Galx^ 
entered  *  my  dungeon,  I  observed  in  him  an  idr  of  unusiui 
disturbance.  ^Vhere  apathy  rdgns,  the  Intcarcourse  betfweeb 
those  over  whom  it  presides  wiii  be  marked  wUh  a  deat&^ 
like  imiformity ;  •  but  wherever  Ihe  furious  passions  tA6 
their  turn,  tliey  Wili  occasionally  bubade  into  a  semblanei 
of  familiarity  and  benevolence.  There  was  something  iA 
the  countenance  of  my  tyraiht  that  made  me  for  a  mom^ 
Ibrget  the  cemf^icated  injuries  I  had  received  from  him^ 
^'  What  is  it  that  has  disturbed  you?"  cried  I.  There  was 
no  answer.  There  was  a  knitthig  in  his  brow,  and  a  cob^ 
traction  in  his  features,  ^at  showed  me  his  silence  was  a^ 
^ort.  He  departed  howev^;  and  had  already  passed  die 
threi^old  of  my  duirgeon^  The  door  was  in  his  hand.  H^ 
l^etumed.  "  Chatillon, "  said  he>  "  perhaps  you  wiU  never 
«ee  me  more  ! " 

^^  My  casde  is  besieged.  I  have  passed  tiirough  danger^ 
iof  a  thousand  names,  and  I  ought  not  to  be  made  serioiii 
by  that  which  now  assails  me.  But  a  gloomy  presendment 
hangs  upon  my  mind.  The  busy  phantom  of  life  bal 
lasted  too  long,  and  I  am  sick  at  heart.  In  the  wcHrst  evaii 
I  will  not  be  made  a  prisoner ;  I  will  die  fighting. 

^'  I  feel  as  if  this  were  the  last  day  of  my  existence;  andi 
upon  the  brix^  oi  the  ^vve,  «Qiifi»»x:<3  ^Sk^l^sv^sasvisiiesd 
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■diie  away  in  my  scnil.  In  this  solann  moment^  my  origittd 
"diaracter  returns  here  (striking  his  heart)  to  take  possession 
of  its  native  home;  a  diaracter^  stem  and  serious^  if  yOU 
HdU ;  but  not  sanguinary,  not  cruel,  not  treacherous  or  uh4 
just.  Between  you  and  me  there  is  a  deadly  antipathy^ 
but  you  did  not  make  yourself;  you  intended  me  fnendi^ip 
and  advantage ;  the  sufferings  you  hav^  experienced  front 
m^  in  return  have  been  sufficiently  severe.  If  I  die  de^ 
dfending  my  walls,  and  you  remain  thus,  you  will  perish 
with  hunger.  I  had  intended  it  should  be  so ;  but  I  am 
now  willing  to  remit  this  part  of  your  fate;  I  will  enter 
kito  a  compromise  with  you ;  I  Will  trust  to  your  fidelity^ 
and  your  honour.  I  will  take  -off  your  chains)  I  will 
Imng  yott  a  timepiece  and  torches;  I  WiU  leavie  with  you 
ike  key  of  the  spring  lock  of  your  cavern,— -provided  you 
will  engage  your  word  to  me  that  you  will  not  attempt  to 
inake  use  of  your  advantages  tiS  the  expitatlon  of  twenty- 
four  hours." 

To  these  terms  I  assented  without  hesitiation.  The  chains 
f^  from  my  wrists  and  my  andes ;  I  istood  np  once  toore 
unshackled,  and 'in  respect  of  my  limbs  a  fre^  man.  Wlien 
Bethlem  Gabor  was  on  the  point  to  depart,  my  soul  ynelted 
witiiin  me.  I  took  hold  of  his  hand ;  my  fingers  tremUed  ^ 
I  gtasped  and  pressed  the  fingers  of  my  tyrant.  I  cannot 
'describe  what  then  passed  in  my  bosom.  No  niati^  cati 
understand  my  sensations,  who  had  not  been  in  my  situ- 
ation, who  had  not  passed  through  a  treatment,  arUtrary, 
ferocious,  and  inhuman,  and  had  not  theA  seen  th^  being 
Who  had  wounded  him  so  unpardonably^  suddenly  changing 
his  character,  commiserating  his  fate,  tod  rescuing  hini 
flora  destruction.  " 

From  this  time  I  saw  Bethlem  Gabor  no  nibrfe ;  he  died, 
ia  he  had  sworn  to  do,  in  the  last  dik6  of  his  fortress; 
•His  self-balanced  and  mighty  soul  could  not  submit  to  tho 
condition  of  a  prisoner ;  he  was  nothing/  if  he  Were  not 
free  as  the  air,  and  wild  as  the  winds.  I  may  be  mis^ 
tnken ;  but  tMs  appears  to  me  to  have  been  a  great  and 
admirable  man.  He  had  within  him  all  the  ingredients  of 
sublimity ;  and  surely  the  ingredients  of  sublitcdt^  «x^^^ 
teateraaZisi  of  heroic  virtae,     I  have  mudi  cvqai^  ^1  ^^^b^- 
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^plMnt  agtinil  fann  ^  iw  ^oBociTcd  towsrdfai  nw  all  tttiteOBfty 
the  oMt  bariMmms  and  VAproToioBd  ;  buty  in  writing  lltSs 
mumUve,  I  luve  placed  my  pride  m  oontroDing  tiie  mg- 
gw  liana  9i  namtittent^  and  I  IttTe  ^endtewiMd  to  do  bifii 
jvatioe* 

I  had  engaged  to  wait  twentjUtoor  haon  ;  I  waited  only 
aiK.  I  know  aoC  how  the  reader  wffl  dedde  vp€m  lite  tto» 
nlitf  of  my  oondnct;  bat  I  own  I  had  not  Che  ftifee^  I  he» 
fiefe  I  may  cdlit  die  inenability^  to  remain  in  my  dmgeon 
•ay  longer;  There  waa  no  doubt  diat,  if  BedileMi  Gabor 
letomed  a  conqueror^  the  term  of  my  imprisonaaent  would 
he  renewed^  and  all  his  fbmer  menaces  eontintied  in  feros. 
What  dnold  I  deaerve  to  have  thooj^t  of  me,  if  I  oodd 
ait  down  idly^  and  tamdy  wait  the  letom  of  my  jailor^ 
Ka!  liberty  is  one  of  the  tig^tstfaat  I  ptt  on  when  I  put 
«n  die  fdtm  of  a  man^  and  no  erent  is  c^  power  to  dissot^ 
or  abdicate  that  rig^t.  Of  what  wdSdity  was  the  pranise 
that  Bethlem  Gabor  extorted  from  me  by  compnlBion,  and 
aa  the  oonditioa  of  that  which  he  had  no  title  to  withhold? 
What  gratitndedid  I  owe  to  this  man^  who  treated  me  with 
•very  oontamdy^  and  shrunk  from  nothing  bat  the  thon^t 
of  caosing  me  to  perish  with  hanger  P  Whatever  became 
of  my  attempt  to  escape^  I  could  at  least  in  this  raat  sub- 
tetranean  hide  myself  liom  the  tkee  of  him  who  had  in- 
jured me.  I  had  a  proTiiion  of  phosphorus  in  my  chest ; 
«nd  could  theielbre  extingHnh  my  torch  upon  the  slif^test 
ahutm,  and  relume  it  at  pleaaore^  What  waa  the  value  of 
Efe^  situated  aa  I  was  situated  ?  It  was  better  to  peridi  in 
the  attempt  to  escape^  than  linger  on  for  ever  in  p^-petual 
inkprisonment.  As  a  fiirdier  resource  I  left  a  billel  in  my 
dungeon  (for  for  this  alio  I  had  implem^ts)  mtreating 
Bethlem  (}abor  by  every  motive  of  compassion  and  hu-> 
manity  to  provide  foot  me  the  means  of  sustenance  asnsuaL 
Having  taken  these  precautions^  I  lighted  a  fresh  torch  ; 
and^  unh>cking  the  door^  and  thrnsting  the  key  into  my 
girdle,  set  out  upon  my  expedition.  Thou^  Bethlem 
Gabor  had  stipulated 'for  twenty-four  hours^  the  siege  might 
hvan  now  be  over>  and  I  taembled  every  instant  lest  my 
jaflor  should  return. 

I  wandered  for  a  eontklerAUe  tune  among  the  alleys  and 


^li[ind»Bgs  of  tibis  kumeaiiiwa^  c^Tenu    I  bad  ike  pieeai^ 

tjoflk  tp  mark  the  so^a  Qf  the  ^m^  with  characteis  and 

tokens,  as  I  pas^e^^  Aat,  if  neoessarj^  X  migkft  be  able  ta 

find  ib^  wa,y  back  to  my  diwgeoii  :^  this  taiight  pro^  an     • 

induq^iiaable  xes^iuroe^  to  prevent  me  from  perisking  witk 

bw?^F»     Once  0¥  twice  i  changed  my  loiite^  inferring 

frofid  a  compaiiflon  of  <^aunislance8>  the  best  I  coikld  make^ 

that  I  wa&  mot  in  the  directicHi  of  1^  castle  from  ^i^cIl 

Bethlem  Gabor  had  led  me  to  my  imprisonment.     In  tSi 

ibi»  wandering  I  h^d;  seen  notbing^  I  bad  heard  Boihing, 

istbid^  oQidd  demonstrate  to  me  that  I  was  approaching  thei 

habitati(»i  of  mm.    I  had  groped  my  way  £os  near  two> 

bouxs^  ijBrhen  on  a  sudden  I  heaicd  a  loud  and  tremradouai 

shomit  that  ahnos^  stiMcmed  me^  and  tib«t  from  its  uncon^ 

SBLon  fihook.  cojold  be  at  no  great  distance  from  llie  plaetf 

wheare  I  stood.     This  was  succeeded  by  a  t^ia^dng  ^az» 

qf  Ijgbt.     I  extingujidiied  my  tord!^  both  thaA  I  might  be^ 

l^i^tter  qualified  to  observe^,  and  that  I  might  be  lesa  wl 

.  danger  of  di^coYcry  by  my  one  who  should  approadi  me^ 

unawares.     The  shouts  w^e  several  tim<ss  repeated^     The 

light  I  fouad  to  ]»roceed  &om  that  end  of  &e  vault  towards 

wbjjQl^  I  ha4  been  adyaiitring^  and^  by  the  best  cosijtectuires  i 

cQuld  fbnn^.  I  concluded  the  (nitlet  into  the  castl&  to  be  at 

jffi,  great  dj^stap^     I  ke^  the  oradding  of  the  flames, 

^d  the  fall  of  rafters  a^d  beaiwfi^    Piesenily  I  discerned  » 

Tolume  of  smoke  a^roatjbtmg  me>  and  found  thali^  if  I  ra. 

loaioed  long  in.  my  p^esait  station,  I  should  incur  iHae  Mis 

of  being  suffpcat^.    I  fonned  Qiy  resohition..   1  concluded 

t)^t  Bethlein  Qabor  s  castte  waa  taken^  and  set  on  fire  by> 

ike  Auatrians.    I  believed  that  my  persecutor  waa  already; 

po  more :  to  this  faith  I  was  undoubtedly  prompted  by  the 

^lesentiment  which  he  had  communicated  to  me.     I  saw 

tljiat  it  would  b&  impossible  for  me  to  emoge  into  light,  tUi 

the  flames  should  abate.     I  once  more  thevefore  Mghted 

my  torch,  and  returned  by  the  straightest  road  I  could  find 

to  my  dungeon.     Arrived  there,  I  proposed  to  pass  the 

interval  quietly,  in  the  cavern  whei^e  I  had  so  long  felt  the 

weight  of  the  Hungarian's  chains.     Suddenly  however  thel 

iHggestioa  occurred  to  me,  may  not  my  oon^ctHXtt!^  Y)^ 

fidae?  may  not  Bethkm  G«tK»r  yet  ve^tSbft  eQ»sr}>«Bi^ 


xetum  to  me  frotn  upidat  the  niiii»^his  falfing^  casd^ 
Tbe  thoi]^t  was  ackness  and  extinction  to  my  heart 
Hope!  beautiful  as  are  thy  visions,  in  how  mixch  ai^iiiii 
and  agony  do  they  clothe  the  terrors  oi  disappointment  1 
Never  had  Bethlem  Gabor  been  half  so  dreadful  to  me  a4 
now.  I  shrunk  away;  I  took  with  me  the  fragm^ts 
of  provision  that  yet  i^emained ;  I  hid  myself  ;  I  deeaied 
no  cell  remote  enough  to  conceal  me  from  the  inhuman 
persecution  of  my  tyrant 

I  continued  in  the  subterranean  all  that  day  and  all  tbe 
succeeding  night.  Once  m  this  period  I  attempted  to  re- 
connoitre the  avenue  of  my  escape,  but  I  found  the  situadon 
still  so  heated  and  suffocating  that  I  did  not  venture  to 
proceed.  At  length  I  came  forth  from  this  den  of  horn»t» 
and  again  beheld  the  light  of  the  sun.  The  path  had 
already  been  sufficiently  explored  by  me^  and  I  no  longer 
found  any  material  obstacles.  I  now  saw  that  my  conjee^ 
tores  were  true :  the  castle  of  my  ferocious  adversary  was 
a  pile  of  ruins.  The  walls  indeed  for  the  most  part  re- 
mained, but  choked  with  fragments  of  the  falling  edifice, 
blackened  with  the  flames^  and  penetrated  in  every  direo 
tion  by  the  light  of  day.  With  difficulty  I  climbed  over 
the  ruins^  which  opposed  my  egress  from  the  subterraneas> 
and  rendered  my  passage  to  the  outside  of  the  castle  an 
affair  of  peril  and  caution.  Here  the  first  object  that 
struck  me  was  some  tents^  probably  of  the  soldiers  who 
had  been  employed  in  this  work  of  destruction.  I  was 
hailed  by  a  sentinel,  and  I  demanded  that  he  would  con- 
duct me  to  his  commander.  He  led  me  to  die  centre  of 
the  little  encampment,  and  I  stood  in  the  presence  of  Ida 
chief.  I  lifted  my  eye  to  behold  him,  and  was  petrified 
with  such  astonishment  as  till  that  hour  I  had  nevor  fdt 
It  was  Charles,  my  s6n,  my  only  son^  the  darling  of  his 
mother,  the  idol  of  my  soul ! 


CHAPTER  XLIII. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary  that  I  should  instantly  hare 
known   him.    He  Nvai;&  ^il^xv!^  ^X.  ^  \;i>ie^^>  cAyesed  with 


papers^  and  with  one  or  two  aides'-des'pcamp  waiting  vtore^. 
jQeive  his  orders.  J^e  was  dothed  in.  eomplele  anno^r9 
and  his  easque  was  r^^ting  on.  the<  groimd:  by  his  fiide« 
When  I  entered^  his  eye  was. fixed  on . a^ despaitch  that, 4^7 
ireedved  from  the  gxeat  palatine  of  Hungary;  hn^  in  litd^ 
Di^ore  than  a  minute^  he  raised  his  head^  and  his>  coun-* 
tpi^mce  was  completely  pnasented,  to  niy;/^w«  It  waa 
fifteen  years ,  sin^  I  had  behelfl  it ;  he  twas  then  scarcely 
above  half  his  present  age^  a  nuere  stripling,  in  whom  the 
^st  blush  of  manhood  had  awakened  <  the  sentiment  of  in-* 
df3>en4ence  and  an  honour,  impatient  of  a  shade;  he  was 
Qow  ^  leader  of  warlike, h^ndst,  his  complexion  olived  over 
with  service^  and  his  eye  rendered  steady  with  obseryatioa 
j|]^l;  thought.  3ut  I  knew  him ;  I  knew  him  in  a  moment. 
My  soul,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  told  me  who  he 
was.  Not  all  the  arts  in  the  world  could  have  hid  him 
from  me;  not  all  the  tales  that  delusion  ever  framed  could 
have  baffled  me ;  I  could  have  challenged  him  against  the 
^irth ! 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  explain  the  complexity  of 
9iy  fedings,  when^  after  a  long  absence,  I  visited  the 
heiresses  of  the  house  of  St.  Leon.  The  sweets  of  recog- 
nition, that  transporting  effervescence  of  the  mind,  where 
the  heart  bounds  to  meet  a  kindred  heart,  where  emotions 
and  tears  mingle  in  speechless  encounter,  where  all  ia* 
gazing  love  and  strict,  embrace,-^ these  pleasures  were 
denied  me.  L  stood  stiff  and  motionless  in  the  presence  of 
iny  child.  My  heart  might  burst;  bufeit  must  not,  and  it 
could  not  communicate  its  feeUngs. 

After  an  instant's  pause  of  overwhelming  sensation,  I 
isunk  back  on  myself,  and  considered  my  own  figure.  It 
happened  that,  exactly  opposite  to  me,  in  the  tent  of  my  son, 
hung  his  armour,  and  over  the  rest  his  polished  shidd,  in 
i^hich  I  saw  my  own  person  clearly  reflected.  The  youth 
of  my  figure  indeed  was  stiU  visible ;  but  the  hardships  of 
my  dungeon  had  imprinted  themsdves  in  glaring  characters 
on  my  face.  My  beard  was  neglected,  my  hair  was  matted 
and  shaggy,  my  complexion  was  oi  a  strong  and  deadly, 
ydlow.  My  appearance  to  a  considerable  degree  told  isv^ 
i^ry  without  the  need  of  words.     CUail^  ^xin^^  <3^ 


«id  imluii^j  ig«re;  aiul  was  loM  that  I  had  been  seen  & 
Urn  nuMitds  bafoie  con^g  out  from  1^  ruiba  of  Bethkm 
Gaboi^a  oaatle.  He  humnely  and  BaturaSy  cencJackd, 
ihat  I  was  a  yktiai  aft  wkom  Ibe  tyiant  had  exercis^  his 
fwoei>y>  and  tkat  i  had  been  shut  up  in  some  doagecm  of 
Ihe  fortress:  H  was  impoesiUe  that  any  pcroan  ab^ve  ground 
in  the  easda  shsidd  have  come  out  alhre  f fom  the  oper^ioB 
a#  the  flamas.  He  oonmanded  that  i  should  he  led  to  t 
Mighbounng  teut  aud  takcu  caie  oj^  After  having  bees 
lel^sfaed  widi  food  and  rast/and  attired  with  oAer  ap- 
paMl^  he  direoled  duU  I  should  he  brought  to  hte  again, 
that  he  flsighl  hear  mj  story. 

Uuder  ^cse  circunstances  diere  waa  uodiing  Ibr  which 
i  was  moiie  anxious^  than  that  I  ailght  recniit  mys^^  and 
shahe  off  ae  quiddj  as  possiUethe  eiecta  of  my  confine- 
BMUt.  CoidfaJa  wese  bronght  me,  and  I  tasted  of  them : 
i  bathed  in  a  uei|[^ibownaig  stieaai :  one  of  my  sou's  at- 
tendants removed  my  beaid^  and  arranged  my  hidr.  I  now 
dMhed  to  be  left  atsue^  «hat  i  might  take  some  needful 
Nfiose^  i  could  not  sleep;  but  i  reelixied  my  Mmhs  upo» 
•  eoMh^  and  begau  to  ooUed  my  thou^ts. 

I  saw  myself  in  one  hour  the  sport  of  the  most  complete 
■OfcwMi  of  Ibrtnne  that  eoufti  hi^psB  to  a  mortal.  I  had 
been  thepiisener  of  a  eavens  so  wild  and  pathless^  as  al- 
BMM*  to  dsfyv  the  utmost  asLtsut  of  human  sagaeity  to  ex* 
plMo  its  reosases*  From  thia  oavem,  but  for  the  suddteu 
and  extraerdhuoy  event  whi^  had  juiBt  occurred^  I  coidd 
never  have  come  florth  aKve*  AB  sobev  caleolation  woidd 
have  taught  me  to  eacpeot  that  i  should  have  remuined 
there,  chimed  up  like  a  savage  tiget  in  his  cage,  a»long  a» 
Bethlw  GiAor  existed  ;  and  that,  when  he  died,  I  should 
perish,  unhserd j  unlmown  ;  no  ereatore^that  lived  suspecthig 
my  stasMon,  na  lapse  of  Bfgea  ever  bringing  to  light  my 
dismal  eataakr^a  TheiamoneandreiBnthigQf  Betlilem 
Qabor  tawei^di  me  seemed  so  ]itdl»  to  accord  with  any  thioi^ 
that  I  had  pemonaliy  witnessed  of  hie  hakite  and  his  mind^ 
4at  even  now  i  IM  myself  totally  imehle  to  acoonftt  Ibr  ili 
Am  it  wa»  however,  i  was  ones  agahi  ftvOa  Proia  thefitst» 
of  an  outlaw  ia^priaoned  te  Kfe,  1  sMMeni^  sa#  tt^fedfat 
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Itirge^  inspirited  by  the  light  of  the  sun^  And  ^refreshed  ^ 
bis  genial  rays^  in  the  full  possession  of  youth  and  all  its 
Jacultiea^  enabled  to  return  amidst  my  clients  of  Buda^  or 
to  seek  some  new  adventure^  in  any  corner  of  the  earth  to 
which  my  inclination  led  me.  There  is  no  tnan^  howeyer 
everwhelmed  with  calamities^  however  persecuted  with  end- 
less disappointment^  howeyer  disgusted  with  life  and  aU  its 
specious  allurements>  to  whom  so  sudden  and  admirable  a 
.change  would  not  convey  some  portion  of  elasticity  and 

joy- 
But  there  was  one  thought  that  entirely  ooeupied  me.    I 

caanot  describe  how  my  soul  yearned  towards  this  my  only 
son :  the  sentimsnt,  even  now  as  I  write,  is  an  oppression 
I  am  scarcely -able  to  sustain.  WiHiugly,  most  willingly, 
would  I  have  traversed  every  re^on  of  the  globe^  if  so  I 
might  have  discovered  his  unknown  retreat :  and  now  sud- 
denly,  without  the  smallest  efibrt  on  my  part,  he  was  placed 
before  me.  His  last  solemn  parting,  his  abjuration  of  my  so- 
ciety and  intercourse  for  ever,  rose  to  my.  memory,  and  gsf^ 
a  ;sest  inexpressible  to  our  present  encounter.  At  the  thought 
that  my  son  was  in  the  neighbouring  tent,  all  earthly  ob« 
jects  beside  faded  from  my.  mind,  and  appeared  uninterest- 
ing: and  contemptible.  I  instantly  resolved  to  devote  my- 
self to  his  service,  and  to  place  all  my  enjoyment  in  the 
c^templation  of  his  happiness,  and  the  secret  consciousness 
of  promoting  it.  He  had,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  in 
my  own  persMi  forbidden  me  his  presence :  in  my  now 
sdt^ed  figure  I  might  disobey  his  injuncUon  without  fear- 
.iyig  his  rebuke.  Let  not  the  reader  cimdemn  me,  that,  ^^ 
dotwed  as  I  was  with  unlimited  powers  of  action,  I  pve- 
ferred  a  single  individual)  my  own  son,  to  all  the  woiid 
beside.  Philanthr(^y  is  a  godlike  virtue,  and  can  never  he 
too  loudly  commended,  m-  too  ardently  enjoined ;  but  na- 
tural affection  winds  itself  in  so  many  folds  about  the 
hearty  and  is  the  parent  of  so  complicated,  so  various  and 
exquisite  emotions,  that  he  who  should  attempt  to  divest 
himself  of  i^  will  find  that  he  is  divesting  himself  of  all 
Uiat  is  most  to  be  coveted  in  existeote.  It  is  not  a  sdfish 
propensity  ;  <A  the  contrary,  I  will  venture  to  affirm  ^ha.t 
the  g&mwatj  it  breathes  is  its  greatest  QJOAsm.  ^^^oi^i^sv 
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my  eaie  I  considered  my  own  existent  as  blasted ;  aodl 
could  therefore  find  nothing  better  than  to  forg/si  mjsdici^ 
my  ton.  I  had  made  a  gufficient  experiment  of  th^  {Aib- 
■(^er*8  atone^  and  all  my  experiments' had  miscarriecjl^  ||^ 
latest  trials  in  attempting  tp  be  the  benefaator  of  natloP 
and  mankind/ not  only  had  been  themadves  abcHtiFe,  l?nt 
contained  in  them  shrewd  indications  that  no  similar  pifi 
could  ever  succeed.  I  therefore  discarded^  for  the  pies^^ 
at  leasts  all  ambitious  and  comprehensive  views,  and  be- 
liered  that  I  ought  to  be  well  content^  if  I  oould  piove^ 
mdmown  benefactor  of  the  son  of  Marguerite  de  Damviik* 
I  entered  into  a  solemn  engagement  with  myself  tha^ql 
would  foiget  and  trample  upon  every  personal  coBcem>4#d 
be  the  victim  and  the  sacrifice^  if  need  were,  of  the  hs||ii- 
ness  of  my  child.  Dismissing  my  project  of  becomi^  a 
factor  for  ^e  Hungarian  people^  I  determined ,  to  lay  jwjcle 
ths  name  of  Ohatillon^  and  cut  off  every  indication  t)uit 
might  connect  my  present  existence  with  that  of  the  jfioh 
Stranger  of  Buda.  One  of  the  advantages  I  possessed  for 
that  purpose  was,  that  no  creature  in  Hungary  had  f|be 
sHghtest  suspicion  that  the  sieur  de  Chatillon  bad  evfx  b^ 
the  prisoner  of  Bethlem  Gabor.  •  ni 

Having  thus  arranged  my  thoughts^  I  now  caUed  fo^:4c 
garments  that  had  been  assigned  me.  They  were  snp^i^d 
me  from  the  stock  of  my  son ;  and^  when  I  had  put  ihm 
>4ND>  I  overheard  the  attendants  whispering  to  each  other  |tl#r 
astonishment^  at  the  striking  resemblance  between  tMr 
master  and  mysdif.  Mlien  I  came  once  more  intp  like 
tent  of  their  captain,  and  stood  as  in  the  former' ift- 
sti^oe  before  his  shield^  I  did  not  wonder  at  thw  lemitfk- 
The  coincldenceof  our  features  was  so  greats  that,  had^^e 
passed  through  a^starange  place  in  each  other's  coropajc^jfj 
should  infallibly  have  been  regarded  as  his  youngar  bioj&^. 
Yet  there  was  something  of  Marguerite  in  the  countaiioife 
of  Charles  that  I  wanted.  When  I  recovered,  as  in  a  slioft 
time  afterwards  I  did,  my  vigour  and  health,  J  was  ja^te 
«Uooraing  than  he ;  but  there  was  something  g^accfu)>  ilBgP' 
auous  and  prepofisessiBg  in  his  aspect,  which  I  could  \Jf0> 
'  means  boast  in  a>L  (lequal  degree,  and  whkh  might  im^ 
carried  him  unihuxt  sn^  Y^jotmsvos^  ^^^iq^  "^  ^^VL    We 
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s&all  see  some  of  the  eilbets  of  iMs  in  nrhftt  I  riiaU  presendy 
have  'ocb&ia0a  to  relate. 

'  When  my  son  required  of  me  to  declare  who  I  was^  I 
told  hlm^  as  I  had  already  determined  to  do^  that  I  was  a 
^adet  of  the  house  of  Aubigny  in  France ;  that^  after  hav- 
ing passed  throngfa  several  other  countries^  I  had  come  into 
Poland  with^.the  floating  and  half  formed  purpose  of  enter- 
ing as  a  vdnnteer  against  the  Turk  ;  but  that,  before  my 
^plan  was  completely  arranged,  having  been  led,  by  my 
juvenile  surdoor  in  a  huntii^  IP^octy,  far  within  the  fitonti^ET 
of  Hungary,  I  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  a 
pridoner  to  the  troop^s  of  Bethlem  Gabor.  I  added  that, 
'when  introduced  to  their  chief,  I  had  given  him  so  much 
oS^xitey  by  the  firmness  of  my  manner,  and  my  refusing  to 
■-cefmf^  with  certain  propositions  he  made  me,  that  he  had 
thrust  me  into  a  dungeon,  from  which,  but  fbr  the  gallant 
exertions  of  the  present  detachment,  I  shouM  never  have 
eolne  out  alive. 

Cfaaries  heard  my  story  with  attention  and  interest.  He 
called  on  me  to  resume  my  courage  and  my  hopes,  and  to 
he  confident  that  my  sufibrings  were  now  at  an  end.  He 
told  me,  that  he  was  a  Frenchman  as  well  as  myself,  and 
-like  myself,  had  been  a  soldier  of  fortune.  He  fdt,  he 
said,  a  powerful  sympathy  in  my  tale ;  there  was  sometyng 
in  my  countenance  diat  irresistibly  won  his  kindness ;  and. 
If  I  would  put  myself  under  his  protection,  he  did  not 
doubt'  to  be  the  means  of  my  future  success.  He  spoke 
ividi  great  asperity  of  Bethlem  Gabor,  who,  as  an 
jntr^id,"  indefatigable  and  sanguinary  partisan,  had  been 
the  author  of  greater  mischiefs  to  the  Christian  cause,  than 
any  of  the  immediate  servants  of  the  sultan  of  Constanti- 
nople* He  congratulated  himself  that  the  same  action  that 
had  ddivered  the  world  from  so  murderous  a  roiegado,  had 
rendered  him  the  preserver  of  a  youth  of  so  much  enter- 
prise and  worth,  as  he  doubted  not  I  should  prove.  He 
said,  there  was  but  one  other  man  in  Hungary,  who 
htt^  been  so  effectual  an  enemy  to  the  came  of  tmih 
and'  Christianity  as  Bethlem  Gab«.  The  name  of  iMs 
man  he  und^istood  was  Chatillon,  and  he  grieved  to  gay 
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dnt  he  bore  the  appdladon  of  a  Frencbraan.  To  Ike 
eternal  disgrace  of  the  nation  that  gave  him  birfh^  he  hid 
joined  the  Turkish  standard^  and,  by  exerdona  difficult  to 
be  compr^ended,  had  reacned  the  infidels  from  laooioe  at 
a  time  when^  but  for  his  inauspicious  interference^  Bvdt, 
and  perhaps  every  strong  town  in  Hungary^  weie  od  the 
pmnt  of  fidHng  into  the  hands  of  the  Chrisdans.  It  ms 
this  same  man  who  had  revived  the  resources  of  BetUem 
Gabor,  after  they  had  once  before,  by  his  own  fortunate 
exerdoDs,  been  routed  out ;  and  whom  I  might  thoefore 
in  some  sense  consider  as  the  author  of  my  cahunides,  as 
well  as  the  inveterate  foe  of  Christendom.  Such  a  wietdi 
as  this  was  scarcely  endded  to  the  commcm  benefit  of  the 
laws  of  war :  and  he  would  not  answer  ioir  himfself  if  Cha- 
dllon  had  fallen  into  his  power,  to  what  extremity  his  hoiy 
resentment  agaipst  this  d^;enerate  feUow-oountryman  mi^t 
have  hurried  him.  Providence  however  had  overtaken  him 
in  his  impious  career ;  and  he  had  fallen  obscurely,  ts  lie 
had  lived  basdy^.in  a  night  skirmish  with  a  party  of 
marauders  from  the  Austrian  camp.  •"->  The  reader  may  I 
believe  that  I  did  not  a  litde  rejoice  that,  in  announdog  ' 
myself  a  lew  moments  before,  I  had  taken  the  name,  opt 
of  €hati]lon,  but  D'Aubigny.  What  I  heard  however 
occasioned  in  me  a  profound  reflecdon  on  the  capriciousn^ 
of  honour  and  fame,  and  the  strange  contrahedes  with 
which  opposite  prejudices  cause  the  same  acdon  to  lie 
Tiewed.  I  could  not  repress  the  vdiemenee  of  my  emotkHK, 
while  I  was  thus  calumniated  and  vilified  for  actieos, 
which  I  had  firmly  believed  no  malice  could  miisrepreaeot, 
and  fondly  supposed  diat  all  sects  and  ages,  as  far  as  thdr 
record  ext^ided,  would  agree  to  admire. 

In  another  point  of  view,  the  invecdve  which  my  son 
thus  unconsciously  poured  in  my  ears,  had  the  effect  of 
making  me  r^ard  with  a  more  complacent  sadsfactioB  tbe 
plan  I  had  formed  of  devoting  myself  to  his  service.  Here  j|  | 
I  pursued  no  delusive  meteor  of  fame ;  the  very  essence  of  I Q 
my  project  lay  in  its  obscurity.  Kings  and  prdates,  armies  L 
and  ehurdbes,  would  bo  longer  find  an  interest  in  disputipg  i^ 
Bhoat  my  measuies ;  I  should  indulge  the  secret  prompt-  j^ 
ings  of  my  bgiiI,  \indi%\nx\]cdL  i^<t  V)  "^ib  ^»«^a5«s.^  ^i  the 
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worM^  and  its  applause.  It  was  thus  that^  wader  evety 
change  of  fortune^  I  continued  to  soothe  my  soul  with  de* 
luaive  dreams. 

Meanwhile  my  project  went  on  with  the  happiest  auft- 
pices.     The  friendship  between  me  and  Charles  continued 
houriy  to  increase.     As  a  Frenchman^  whcHn  chance  had 
mtrdduced  to  his  acquaintance  in  a  distant  country^  it  was 
natural  that  he  should 'feel  a  strong  bias  of  al^tion  towards 
me.     But  that  sort  of  fraternal  resemblance  which  the  most 
inattentive  spectator  remarked  in  us^  operated  forcibly  to  the. 
increase  of  Charles's  attachmait.     He  would  often^  in  the 
ingenuous  opening  of  his  soul  towards  me^  call  me  his 
brother^  and  swear  that  I  should  for  ever  experience  fh)m 
him  a  brother's  love.     Charles  had  by  this  time  completed 
the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age ;  I  was^  in  appearance^  at 
least  ten  years  younger  than  he.     There  is  something  ia 
this  d^ree  of  disparity^  that  greatly  contributes  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  kindness,  and  is  adapted  to  the  engendering  a 
thousand  interesting  sentiments.     Frequently  would  he  ex- 
daim^  ^^  Our  fortunes^  my  dear  Henry/'  that  was  the  name  I 
assumed^  "  have  been  in  a  considerable  degree  similar :  we 
were  both  of  us  early  cast  on  the  world ;  I  indeed  at  the 
immature  age  of  seventeen.     I  entered  the  world  without 
an  adviser  or  a  friend ;  but  my  destiny  was  favourable^  and 
I  escaped  its  quicksands  and  its  rocks.     I  have  now  by  a 
ooncurrence  of  happy  circumstances  obtained  a  place  among 
honourable  men  and  soldiers,  and  for  what  is  to  come  nuiy 
reaaonably  r^ard  myself  with  some  degree  of  confidence. 
You  are  yet  in  one  of  the  most  dangerous  periods  of  human 
life  ;  your  work  is  all  to  do ;  your  battles  are  yet  to  fight. 
Suffer  me,  my  dear  friend,  to  represent  your  better  genius, 
and  act  an  elder  brother's  part.     You  shall  find  me  no 
ignorant  Mentor,  and  no  ungentle  one. 

Nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  see  the 
shoots  of  affection  thus  springing  up  spontaneously  in 
Charles's  bosom.  I  willingly  humoured  the  generous  de- 
ception that  he  was  putting  on  himself,  and  heard  with 
transports  inconceivable  his  assurances  of  kindness  and  pro- 
tection. We  rode,  and  we  walked  together ;  we  were  in  a 
manner  inseparable.     When  he  went  out  to  reconnoitre,  I 
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wi»  his  chosen  companion ;  when  hie  inspected  the  disd^e 
and  condition  of  his  soldiers^  he  applied  that  oppottmaqii 
to  initiate  me  in  the  science  of  war ;  when  he  expected  to* 
encounter  the  enemy^  he  placed  me  immediately  by  bis<  side. 

Sometimes  he  would  open  his  heart  to  me^  Mid  dn^ 
with  a  melancholy  delight  upon  his  secret  sorrows.     '^It'if 
no  wonder,  my  Henry,"  he  would  say,  ''  that  I  feeltlHS'Uila-' 
common  attachment  to  you.     I  am  alone  in  the  worid;   I 
have  no   father,  no  mother,  and  no  brediten.     I  im  tt' 
exile  from  my  country,  and  cut  off  for  ev«p  from  tbose^f 
my  own  lineage  and  blood.     It  is  with  inexpressibledel^^ 
that  I  thus  cheat  the  malice  of  my  fkte,  and  hold  jcA'^ 
my  bosom  as  if  you  were  indeed  my  brother.     I  would  liot 
part  with  the  fiction  for  the  mines  of  Peru  ;  and  i  knotr 
not  whether  I  do  not  cultivate  it  more  a8siduously>  and  U^ 
gard  it  with  a  sentiment  of  more  anxiety  and  zeal,  bVi9ast> 
it  is  a  fiction',  than  I  should  do  if  it  were  a  reaHty^f^  <  I  hsd 
indeed,"  added  Charles,  ''k  mother  !" — And^  when  heliW' 
started  this  theme,  he  would  dwell  for  ever  on  her  jindMA 
I  easily  saw  that  never  son  loved  a  mother  more  cordiaBf>> 
than  Charles  loved  theiall-accomplished  Mai^erite.    With 
what  sentiments  did  I  hear  her  eulogium  ?  I  could  not  join 
in  her  praises ;  J  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  her.    I 
stood  there,  as  the  statue  of  Prometheus  might  have  done, 
if,  after  being  informed  with  a  living  soul,  the  Gods  had 
seen  fit  to  chain  its  limbs  in  everlasting  marble.     The  pa»i 
sion  within  me  panted  and  laboured  for  a  vent;  but  I  wai^ 
invincibly  silent.     With  what  sentiments  did  I  hear  her 
eulogium  ?  Every  word  of  it  was  a  dagger  to  my  heart , 
every  word  said,  '^  And  thou,  villain,  wert  not  thou  hdt 
murderer  ?  '*  more  painfully,  than  the  fiercest  reproadidJ 
could  have  done. 

When  Charles  had  celebrated  with  an  eloquence  truly 
divine  this  incomparable  mother,  a  sudden  pang  of  memory 

would  make  him  start  into  rage. ^^  And  this  mothar  I 

left !  Of  this  mother  I  cannot  tell  whether  she  is  alive  or 
dead !  What  shall  I  say  ?  the  crime,  or  the  not  less  iTatal 
error  of  ray  father,  separated  me  from  this  mother !  1 
loved  my  father;  1  loved  him  because  he  was  my  father,* 
I  had  great  obligatioua  to  "Vuxo  *,  \ve  oaRfc  V^^\sfc<ij®..  ^t 
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my  molbery^ii  I  could  have  found  h^  in  the  wildest 
dfwert  of .  Afiiea^  and  have  known  her 'yirta;Les,  a  stranger 
tOTSliytlilood^  descended  from  the  remotest  tribe  of  the  hu- 
mun  £8ee>  I  should  have  chosen  her  for,  my  friend^  my 
ptccieptress  and  my  guide,  beyond  aU  that  you^i  and  beauty^ 
witht  their  most  radiant  charms,  could  tender  to  my  ac«v, 


Thila  imeonsdoufily,  yet  ingeniously,  did  my  dear  son 
^m  tums  to  time  tortuie  his  father's  heart     I  could  not 
emeit' dieliyer  him  from  the  gloomy  and  wretched  uncer-* 
tnlBly^  whethear  this  mother  were  alive  or  dead.     With  ooe 
void  •  I  could  have  composed  his  soul  into  a  sober  grief;  I 
OQidd  have  said.  Your  adorable  mother  at  length  rests  from- 
her  80r«ow84  she  is  no  Ipnger  the  victim  of  a  niisguide4, 
aad  Ja  cruel  father ;  you  have  no  longer  occasion  to  brood. 
<m;t  that  most  disccmsolate  of  reflections,  ''  I  know  not  what . 
Viglilsh  may  be  at  this  moment  suffered  by  her  who  is  en-^ . 
t»tldd  to  all  my  duty  and  all  my  affection."     With  one. 
word  I  m^ht  have  told  this;  and  that  word  I  dared -not 
uiller. 


.    CHAPTER  XLIV. 


My  ^on  related  to  me  his  history,  and  made  me  the  de- 
po^tory  of  his  feelings  and  reflections.  The  name  of  St. 
Leon  indeed  never  passed  his  lips ;  I  felt  that  he  had  con- 
signed that  to  inviolable  oblivion.  The  appellation  he  bore 
in  the  army  .was  the  chevalier  de  Damville.  Soon  after  he 
abandoned  me  at  Dresden,  he  had  entered  as  a  volunteer 
in  the  imperial  army.  Charles  the  Fifth  was  at  that  time 
assembling  forces  to  encounter  the  confederates  of  the 
league  of  Smalcalde.  In  this  situation  my  son  was  emi- 
nently fortunate.  He  was  distinguished  for  uncommon 
enterprise  and  courage  in  some  of  the  first  actions  of  the 
war,  and  early  attracted  the  notice  of  Gian-Battista  Cas« 
taldo,  count  of  Piadena^  who  held  an  eminent  command 
under  the  emperor.     In  this  army  my  son  was  a  party  to 
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Ole  deceive  baMie  of  Midilberg^  ki  Aprils  1 547.  F<mr  yem 
afterwards,  Castaldo  was  appointed  commmid^  in  cbief 
against  the  Turks  in  Hangarj^  and  tiie  FT<ench  cbetifiei 
aeeon^piined  his  patron  to  this  new  scene  of  military  entoh 
piise.  Charles  had  felt  dissatis^d  with  the  gioands  and 
motives  of  war  between  the  CadiolieB  and  Plpetntaats  of 
Germany,  m6n  worshipping  the  same  Saviour^  and  vppf^ 
ittg  to  the  same  authorities^  hut  many  of  them  at  feast, 
from  the  most  upright  and  ingenuone  seruples^  diflMngin 
their  interpretation  of  those  authorities.  £kit^  in  their  oo»- 
tendons  between  the  crescent  and  the  eross^  he  entnsi 
with  unbounded  enthusiasm  into  aU  the  ftselkigs  tiiat  csn- 
stitute  a  champion  or  a  martyr.  He  conceived  that  what- 
ever was  dear  to  the  human  race  in  this  world  or  tlie  next 
hung  on  the  issue ;  he  regarded  the  grandeur  of  t&e  esm 
as  purifying  his  effi»rts  and  consecrating  his  name;  aa^ 
when  he  lifted  his  sword  in  vindication  of  an  expiiAig 
God;  he  fblt  hirasetf  steeled  with  more  than  mortal  etoefj^^ . 
My  son  dwelt  on  the  merits  of  his  patnm  widi  a  d[egi# 
of  veneration  and  love  that  knew  no  bounds.  CastaldJ^' 
was  ranked  by  the  consenting  voice  of  mankind  with  the 
most  accomplished  generals  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  ^'  I 
knew  him/'  said  Charles^  '^  in  his  most  private  hours^  and 
stood  next  to  and  observed  him  in  the  greatest  and  most 
critical  occasions  of  his  life.  It  was  the  least  of  his  merits 
that  he  distinguished  me^  that  he  took  me  up  friendless  and 
an  orphan,  that  under  every  circumstance  he  was  moTtf 
than  a  father  to  me ;  tliat  he  corrected  my  faults,  that  N 
guided  me  with  his  advice,  that  he  instructed  me  with  hft 
wisdom,  and  supported  me  by  his  countenance.  CastaMo^ 
was  the  most  persevering  and  indefatigalde of  mankind;  9» 
difficulties  could  undermine  his  apparent  serenity ;  no  ae- 
cumulation  of  dangers  could  appal  or  perplex  him.  Vk^ 
tory  never  robbed  him  of  his  caution;  misfortune  afid 
defeat  liever  destroyed  the  grandeur  and  elasticity  of  h)^ 
soul.  I  firmly  believe  that  no  general  had  ever  a  more  ^ 
couraging  variety  of  counteractions  to  struggle  with.  The 
enemy  was  barbarous  and  sanguinary,  yet  firm  and  un^s- 
mayed,  in  the  full  vigour  of#  their  political  health,  undcf' 
^he  rule  of  the  a\Aeat  oi  xliievt  w^ct«^gEN&.   TVAxss^isfc^s^ 
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n»  eoantpy  Castaldo  had  to  defend  had  almost  all  of  them 
jeeA  alienafed)  one  after  another^  by  the  tricking  and  iH- 
judged  politics  of  the  house  of  Actstria.  The  nation  was 
rulned>  housdess  and  starving.  Many  of  the  officers  who 
ser-v^d  under  my  general  were  the  basest  of  pokroons ;  but 
they  were  im|>OBed  upon  him  by  his  court;  he  was  cono^- 
pelled  to  place  them^  in  important  trusts ;  and^  even  when 
in  the  most  dastardly  way  they  betrayed  those  trusts,  they 
were  by  some  pitiful  intrigue  sheltered  from  his  discipline 
and  bis  justice.  The  forces  of  Castaldo  were  mutinous 
aad  ungovemaUe;  and  he  was  almost  constantly  denied 
the  funds  requisite  for  their  pay. 

"  For  twoyears  the  count  of  Piadena  struggled  with  these 
C|M»plieated  d&ffieulties.  When  he  had  obtained  a  hard* 
yarned  adirantage  at  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom,  he 
fouad  it  rendered  useless  by  some  treaoliery  or  incapacity 
in  the  other  extr^oiity,  which  it  was  instantly  necessary  h« 
i^ould  hasten  to  repair.  He  quelled  four  alarming  mutinies 
by  his  finFnness,  his  resources,  and  the  prudent  combination 
4}i  his  calmness  and  seventy.  In  the  midst  g£  one  of  his 
pest  arduous  situations  he  suddenly  received  intelHgence 
^at  the  states  of  Hungary,  which  were  at  that  time  assem-* 
Ided,  were  debating  whether  they  should  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  Solyman  for  the  purpose  of  placing  iheir  country 
under  the  Turkish  sceptre.  He  immediately  flew  to  &e 
pJhNse  of  council ;  the  decision  in  favour  of  Solyman  was 
drawn  ixj^  and  ready  to  be  adopted  ;  but  Castaldo,  by  his 
psesenee,,  his  authority,  and  his  eloquence,  recalled  the 
^  SiU^es  to  their  duty,  and  prevented  them  from  eternally 
staining  the  Christian  name.  Surrounded  with  these  diffi- 
(^ties,  oj^posed  to  an  enemy  many  times  more  numerous 
than  the  forces  he  could  bring  against  them,  and  whose 
yrmtfi  were  all  plentifully  supplied,  Castaldo  by  his  single 
alnlities  kept  the  balance  even,  or  rather  caused  it  to  incline 
in  favour  of  the  Christian  scalew  But  what,*'  added  Charles*^ 
^'  afvails  the  most  consummate  merit !  How  may  the  most 
ine^sant  and  undaunted  exertions  be  shadowed  by  the  vetl 
of  obscurity!  The  world  judges  by  events;  success  im 
neeessary  to  procure  the  palm  of  fame.  After  two  -^o^xxi 
of  sack  hhoars  as  1  witnessed  and  glory  to  te^cr^^y^'wssw 
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tiny  broke  out  among  the  mercenary  troops,  more  formic 
dable  than  any  that  preceded ;  it  was  no  longer  even  in  the 
abilities  of  Castaldo  to  quell.     '  We  honour  and  respect  you/ 
said  the  mutineers,  '  but  we  will  no  more  serve  without 
pay :  we  have  been  baffled  two  years;  we  will  march  to  the 
gates  of  Vienna,  and  demand  from  Ferdinand,  our  sever 
reign,  why  we  are  thus  denied  the  arrears  that  are  due  to 
us.'     They  chose  leaders  for  this  expedition  among  them- 
selves.    The  great  Castaldo,  whose  peculiar  talent  it  is  to 
accommodate  himself  to  events,  and  never  by  any  misfor- 
tune  to  be  deprived  of  his  invention  and  resources,  saw 
what  it  was  that  became  him.     Having  in  vain  tried  every 
method  for  retaining  his  troops  in  Hungary,  he  offered 
himself  to  lead  them  to  Vienna.     Then  was  seen  the  true 
ascendancy  of  a  noble  mind.    Goaded  with  want,  and  dis-, 
tress,  they  had  been  deaf  to  the  remonstrances  of  tbeur 
general  when  he  sought  to  direct  them  against  the  enemy. 
But,  when  they  saw  him  submitting  himself  to  their  rage 
and  impatience,    and   fearlessly  intrusting   his  safety  to 
those  who  had  before  refused  even  to  listen  to  him,  and 
who  had  reason  to  fear  his  retribution  as  their  accuser  and 
judge,  they  were  awed  and  speechless.     They  abnpst  re-^ 
pented  of  their  frenzy,  and  were  half  determined  to  rerapi. 
to  their  duty.     Their  remorse  indeed  was  imperfect  and, 
ineffectual j    but    Castaldo    led   this    band   of  mutineers 
through  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  with  as  many  syn^p- 
toms  of  regularity,  modesty,  and  order,  as  if  they  had  been^ 
the  best  paid,  the  promptest  and  most  loyal  army  in  the 
world.'' 

My  son  spoke  in  terms  of  the  warmest  enthusiasm  of 
the  defence  of  Erlau,  in  the  period  of  Castaldo's  last  and 
most  arduous  campaign  against  the  Turks.  In  respect  of 
fortifications  the  town  was  scarcely  competent  to  resist  the 
feeblest  enemy  ;  but  its  deficiency  in  this  point  was  sup- 
plied by  the  constancy  and  valour  of  its  garrison  and  in- 
habitants. The  very  women  displayed  an  enterprise,  that 
the  more  vigorous  sex  have  seldom  exhibited.  In  one  in- 
stance, a  heroine  of  this  sort  was  seen  fighting  in  the  pre- 
sence of  her  mother  and  her  husband.  Her  husband  fell. 
dead  by  her  ade.     "  l»et  \x&,ia^  ^'8xx."S^a&Ki"  ^ak*!  the  mo- 
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ihery  "remove  the  body,  and  devote  the  rest  of  our  care  to 
its  honourable  fiineral."  —  "  May  God/'  returned  the  im- 
passioned widow,  ^'  never  suffer  die  eardi  to  cover  my  hus- 
band^s  dorse,  till  his  death  has  been  amply  revenged;  this 
is  the  hour  of  battle,  not  a  time  for  funeral  and  for  tears  ! " 
So  speaking,  and  seizing  the  sword  and  shield  of  th& 
breathless  champion,  she  rushed  upon  the  enemy  ;  nor  did 
she  quit  the  breach  till,  by  the  slaughter  of  three  Turks 
who  were  ascending  the  scaling  ladders,  she  had  appeased 
iht  fiiry  in  her  breast,  and  the  ghost  of  her  departed  hus« 
band.  Then  raising  the  corpse,  and  pressing  it  to  her 
bosom,  she  drew  it  to  the  great  church  of  the  city,  and 
paid  to  it  the  last  honours  with  all  possible  magnificence.'*' 
Many  other  examples  of  a  heroism  not  inferior  to  this 
were  displayed  on  the  same  occasion.  '^  And  shall  I," 
added  Charles,  in  a  sally  of  glorious  enthusiasm,  '^  ever 
desert  a  cause  which  has  been  thus  honoured  ?  Shall  I ' 
betray  a  soil  which  has  been  immortalised  by  such  illus- 
trious actions  ?  Shall  I  join  mysdf  to  the  renegado  Beth- 
lem  Gabor,  and  the  execrable  Chatillon  ?  No  :  such  Tir- 
tue  as  I  l|ave  described  never  could  have  been  conceived, 
but  in  the  bosom  of  truth  !  Great  as  is  the  pious  devotion 
I  feel  for  that  God  who  died  on  die  cross  for  the  salvation 
of  mankind,  I  own  my  weakness,  if  it  be  a  weakness,  his 
cause  is  scarcely  less  endeared  to  me  by  the  sublime  exer- 
tions of  his  heroic  followers,  than  by  his  own  adorabfe 
condescension  and  mercy. 

^'  When  the  glorious  Castaldo  departed  with  his  rebellious 
iirroy  for  the  metropolis  of  Germany,  there  was  nothing  I 
more  earnestly  desired  than  to  accompany  his  march.  For 
seven  years  he  had  conferred  on  me  the  benefits,  and  shown 
towards  me  the  afectlon,  of  a  father;  and  I  could  not  tHink 
of  being  separated  from  him  without  the  extremest  anguish. 
Beside,  I  regarded  it  as  little  less  than  sacrilege,  to  quit  his 
side  at  a  time  that  he  was  exposed  to  the  furious  suggestions 
of  a  host  of  robbers  and  banditti.  But  he  would  not  allow  ^ 
me  to  abandon  my  post.     '  Some  time,'  said  he,  ^  we  must 

*  This  incident  is  told,  nearly  in  the  words  of  St  Leon,  by  Thu&nus,  Hit" 
ioriee  Sui  Temporis ,  lUt.  2.  cap.  14. 
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separate^  and  you  must  stand  alone.  I  have  been  long 
enough  jour  instructor;  and^  if  my  lessons  or  my  example 
can  produce  improvement  in  you^  they  must  have  performed 
that  office  ah-eady.'  He  treated  wil^  disdain  the  thought 
of  the  danger  to  which  he  mi^t  be  exposed^  and  his  need 
of  a  faithful  guard;  a  thought  which  he  had  detected  in  the 
midst  of  my  anxieties^  but  which  I  had  not  the  courage  to 
mention.  '  This,*  said  he,  '  is  your  genuine  sphere.  You 
are  a  young  man,  burning  with  the  zeal  of  truth  and  reE. 
gion.  You  are  inspired  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  champion 
and  a  martyr.  Heaven  knows  how  willingly  I  would  have 
spent  my  blood  for  the  overthrow  of  Mahomet  and  his 
blasphemous  impieties.  To  me  this  is  not  permitted ;  to 
you  it  is.  I  diall  be  engaged  in  the  painM  scenes  of  dvE 
contention  between  Christian  and  Christian,  misguided  and 
inflamed  by  the  human  inventions  of  Luther  and  of  Calvin. 
You  have  before  you  a  clearer  and  a  brighter  field ;  and,  I 
confidently  p^suade  myself,  you  will  be  found  wort^  of 
your  happier  destiny.'  —  The  count  of  Piadena  bestowed 
me,  so  he  was  pleased  to  express  himself,  upon  Nadastl, 
the  great  palatine  of  the  reahn,  as  the  most  precious  jdedge 
of  his  friendship  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  confer. 

''Since  the  retreat  of  CastakLo,  the  Christian  standard  has 
obtained  little  more  either  of  attention  or  aid  from  our 
lawful  sovereign,  now  the  possessor  of  the  imperial  throne. 
Ferdinand  for  a  great  part  of  this  time  has  had  his  n^<o- 
tiators  at  Constantinople,  whom  the  insulting  Turk  has 
condescended  neither  sincerely  to  treat  with,  nor  to.  dismiss. 
The  Christian  army  in  Hungary  has  been  left  to  its  own 
resources ;  but  zeal  has  supplied  the  place  of  mi^gazines, 
and  religious  ardour  has  taught  us  to  omit  no  occasion  of 
annoying  and  distressing  the  enemy.  The  moirt  considerable 
occurrence  of  this  period,  has  been  the  siege  of  Ziget  about 
four  years  ago.  Solyman,  taking  advantage  of  certain  fae- 
tious  broils  among  our  hereditary  nobility,  appointed  at  diat 
time  one  of  his  eunuchs  bashaw  of  Buda;  and,  haviitj? 
placed  a  numerous  a  numerous  army  under  his  commat^ 
dismissed  him  from  the  foot  of  his  throne  with  this  arrogant 
injunction,  not  to  enter  the  capital  of  his  province,  tillM 
had  first  sent  the  keys  of  Ziget  as  an  offering  to  his  rbjHfl 
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Bdaster.  Horrati^  the  Ghri^tiaii  governor  of  this  fortifi- 
cation^ is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  the  hravest  of 
eur  native  commanders ;  and^  Nadasti  having  sent  him  a. 
reinforcement  the  better  to  enable  him  to  support  the 
tiireatened  siege>  I  was  in,  the  number  of  the  soldiers  ap- 
pointed on  this  s«*vice.  The  trenches  were  opened  early 
in  June^  and  the  siege  continued  for  the  space  of  seven 
weeks.  The  bashaw^  tliough  an  eunuch^  in  person  stunted, 
and  of  monstrous  deformity^  was  distinguished  for  an  un- 
eommon  degree  of  audacity  and  perseverance.  Four  times 
be  fiUed  the  dikes  of  the  fortification  with  wood  and  earth; 
and  as  often^  by  means  of  a  furious  sally  of  the  besieged^ 
the  materials,  which  had  thus  with  vast  eispmce  of  industry 
itnd  laboiu:  been  accumulated,  were  s^  fire  to  and  con- 
sumed. On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  siege  he  gained  pos- 
session of  the  town,  and  drove  us  back  into  the  citadel ; 
Imt  on  the  day  following  we  recovered  the  ground  we  had 
4ost,  and  from  that  time  the  town  was  his  no  more.  The 
«^ctions  of  these  days  were  the  seva*est  of  the  whole  siege ; 
we  fought  the  enemy  street  by  street,  wad  inch  by  indi ; 
the  great  fountain  in  the  market-place  ran  with  blood ;  we 
ascended  hills  of  the  dead,  which  the  infidels  0{^>osed  as  a 
barrier  to  our  further  prc^ess ;  I  Seized  two  Turkish 
standards ;  and,  though  wounded,  pursued  the  enemy 
through  l^e  eastern  gate,  and  returned  in  triumph.  Na- 
dasti in  the  sixth  week  of  the  siege  marched  to  our  relief; 
but  he  was  met  and  worsted  by  the  bashaw,  who  returned 
victorious  to  the  foot  of  the  walls.  During  the  whole  of 
the  si^e  mutual  animosity  was  cherished  by  every  species 
of  contrivance,  and  the  heads  of  the  distinguished  dead 
were  exhibited  on  both  sides  as  spectacles  of  abhorrence 
aisd  terror.  The  inflamed  passions  of  the  combatants  se- 
terfd  times  found  a  vent  in  listed  duels :  Horvati,  tlie 
governor,  killed  in  one  of  these  encounters  a  gigantic  Turk, 
who  had  sent  a  proud  defiance  to  our  host.  I  procured 
myself  honour  upon  a  similar  occasion;  and  the  scarf 
which  I  now  wear,  composed  the  turban  of  the  infidel  I 
dew.  At  length  the  disappointed  bashaw  was  obliged  to 
ndse  the  siege ;  and  he  soon  after  died  of  grief  and  morti- 
fication in  his  palace  at  Buda.     I  coidesft  \  \^<:x$^s^5^  '^c^ 
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ChrifttBii  exploito.  ul  the  defience  of  Ziget,  in  whicb  I  ako 
had  a  share^  with  rapture  and  delight ;  they  will  serre  to 
awaken  in  me  new  animation^  when  hereafter  the  eQldtacB 
of  ordinary  [life  might  strike  palsy,  to  my  aouL  I  duE 
nerer  think  I  have  hved  in  vain^  aiPter  having  contribotBd, 
in  however  hmnUe  a  plaoe^  to  arrest  the  career  of  insolence 
and  impiety  which^  under  the  standard  of  the  cresG^nt, 
threatened  to  overrun  the  whole  Christian  world." 

Such  were  the  adventures  and  such  the  sentiments  of  Ibe 
gallant  chevalier  de  Damville.  I  had  heen  a  wamor  in  mif 
yooth^  and  the  discourse  he  held  was  sufficiently  oongeniai 
to  my  earliest  propensities.  I  saw  indeed  that  he  hiii 
gained^  in  Ihe  seal  of  a  soldier  of  the  cross^  a  source  of  mo- 
tial  heroism^  to  which  my  military  history  had  hems 
stranger.  But,  though  I  could  not  entirely  enter  intoitUs 
sentiment  of  his^  and  indeed  regarded  it  as  an  infatoadoli 
ind  delusion^  I  did  not  the  less  admire  the  grandeur  of  sool 
with  which  this  heroic  fable  inspired  him.  There  was  ito 
present  propensity  in  my  heart  that  led  me  to  deli^  ni 
deeds  of  blood  and  war ;  I  saw  themi.  in  their  genuine  tft- 
lours  without  varnish  or  disguise;  I  hated  and  loatlMid 
them  from  my  very  inmost  soul ;  but,  notwi&standing^ 

1  was  sensible  to  the  lustre  which  military  zeal  cast  ronniL 
tile  -character  of  my  son.  Nor  is  this  incredible  or  absurd; 
the  qualities  of .  a  generous  and  enterprising  champion  aiR 
Iraly  admirable^  thou^  the  direction  they  have  reoaved 
should  be  worthy  of  eternal  regret.  ' 

Charles  de  Damville  was  my  friend ;  and^  when  I  ttf 
this^  I  cumot  help  stepping  a  moment  for  the  indi^geoR 
of  reflecting  on  the  contrast  between  my  present  intercoune 
witib  my  son^  and  my  late  connection  with  Bethlem  Guloflr. 

2  had  sought  the  friendship  <^  the  Hungarian  partisan^ 
partly  because  I  wanted  a  protector  and  an  ally,  but  pariy 
also  because  in  my  soul  I  looked  up  to  and  admired  the 
min.  I  called  Bethlem  Gabor  my  friend ;  I  persosdfld 
myself  that  I  had  cogent  reasons  for  calling  him  so. '  iBot 
there  was  little  sympathy  between  us;  he  was  wrapped  Up 
in  his  own  contemplations;  he  was  withered  by  hi&  awn 
calamitiOs;  our  souk  scarcely  touched  is  a  suaqg^le  point 
No,  no ;  tluB  is  iiQfc  lnsiekdaib2i^«      ^  ^^w     .  ^ 
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Friendship  is  a  nece^ty'  of  our  nature^  the  stimulatiiig 
and  listless  want  of  every  susceptible  heart.  How  wretdied 
SB  imposture  in  this  point  of  view  does  human  life  for  the 
most  part  appear !  With  boyish  eyes^  full  of  sanguitie 
f^pints  and  hope^  we  look  round  lis  for  a  friend ;  we  sink 
ifito  the  grave^  broken  down  with  years  and  infirmities^  and 
still  have  not  found  the  object  of  our  search.  We  talk  to 
one  man^  and  he  does  not  understand  us ;  we  address  our. 
selves  to  another^  and  we  find  him  the  unreal  similitude 
only  of  what  we  believed  him  to  be.  We  ally  ourselves  to 
a  man  of  intellect  and  of  worth ;  upon  further  experience 
we  cannot  deny  him  either  of  these  qualities ;  but  the  more 
wie  know  each  other^  the  less  we  find  of  resemblance;  he 
is  oold^  where  we  are  warm;  he  is  hari^^  where  we  are 
melted  into  the  tenderest  sympathy ;  what  fills  us  with  rap- 
tare^  is  regarded  by  him  with  indi£Perence ;  we  finish  with 
a  distant  respect^  where  we  looked  for  a  commingling  soul: 
this  is  not  friendship.  We  know  of  other  men^  we  have 
viewed  their  countenances^  we  have  occasionally  sat  in  their 
society :  <■  we  believe  it  is  impossible  we  should  not  find  in 
^K^m  the  object  we  sought.  But  dii^arity  of  situation  and 
dissimilitude  of  connections  prove  as  efiectual  a  barrier  to 
intimacy^  as  if  we  were  inhabitants  of  difierent  planets. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  striking  characteristics  of  the  nature 
of  man^  that  we  are  eternally  apt  to  grow  dead  and  insens- 
iUe  to  the  thing  we  have  not.  Half  our  faculties  become 
palsied^  before  we  are  in  the  slightest  degree  aware  thatvtre 
axe  not  what  we  were^  and  what  we  might  be.  There  are 
philosophers  who  regard  this  as  the  peculiar  privilege  of 
man^  a  wise  provision  of  Providence  to  render  us  con- 
tacted and  easy  with  our  lot  in  existence.  For  my  part^ 
I  do  not  envy^  and  I  have  never  aspired  to^  the  happiness 
4]f  ignorance  and  stupidity.  But^  be  it  a  blessing  or  a 
ciurse^  the  phenomenon  is  undoubted.  Present  me  with  aame 
inestimable  benefit,  that  my  nature  fitted  me  to  enjoy/ bift 
thtsLt  my  fortune  has  long  denied  me  to  partake^  and  i  ioi. 
stantly  rise  as  from  an  oppressive  lethargy.  Before^  it  may 
be,  I  felt  myadf  uneasy;  but  I  knew  of  no  remedy,  I 
dzeamed  it  was  my  nature^  I  did  not  put  forth  afin^lEc  ^sc 
relief.    But  now,  that  I  have  dorawirtbe  \CEL«x^tXi^^^ 
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I  grow  agtonished  at  my  fonner  blindness ;  I  beeoooe  sud- 
denly sensible  of  my  powers  4Uid  my  worth ;  the  blood  that 
slept  in  my  hearty  circulates^  and. distends  every  van;  I  (? 
tread  on  air ;  I  feel  a  calm^  yet  ravishing  delight ;  I  know 
what  kind  of  an  endowment  life  is^  to  a  being  in  whom 
sentiment  and  affection  are  awakened  to  their  gennise 
action. 

This  was  the  effect  of  the  mutual  attadiment  produced 
between  me  and  Charles.  I  looked  into  him^  and  saw  a 
man ;  I  saw  expansive  powers  of  intellect  and  true  sensilH- 
lity  of  heart.  To  be  esteemed  and  loved  and  protected  by 
such  a  man ;  to  have  him  to  take  one  by  the  hamd,  to  enqviie 
into  one's  sorrows^  to  interest  himself  in  one«  anxielie^  4o 
exult  in  one's  good  fortune  and  one  s  joys ;  this  and.  t^s 
only  deserves  the  name  of  existence. 

I  had  however  apainfol  drawback  upon  my  satisfactioD. 
It  was  my  fate  since  the  visit  of  the  stranger  of  the  lake  of 
Constance,  to  rejoice  for  moments  and  to  lament  for  yean. 
I  could  not  at  first  ascend  to  that  purity  and  iOnineBoe  of 
friendship  to  forget  mysdf ;  I  could  not  but  painfully  ioel 
the  contrast  betweoi  me  And  my  son.  How  happy  was 
Charles^  how  respectable^  how  seLf-approving,  how  chdetfvl 
of  heart :  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  apeak  of.  a  fittU 
further  addition  to  his  Itappiness  1  I  looked  indeed  yoang^ 
fair^  bloomings  a  stranger  to  care :  but  I  had  a  aecret  wonn 
gnawing  at  my  vitals.  This  very  deceitfulness  of  my  coun- 
tenance was  a  bitter  aggravation  to  my  remorseir  I  never 
saw  my  features  reflected  in  the  polished  shield  without 
feeling  mysdf  struck  to  the  core.  Charles  had  walked 
right  onward  in  the  paths  of  honour ;  he  feared  no  deteotioD; 
he  had  no  secret  consciousness  that  gave  the  lie  to  the  vmce 
of  applause^  partiality^  and  friendship.  -  But  I  was  aU  alie ; 
I  was  no  youth;  I  was  no  man;  I  was  no  member  of  the 
great  community  of  my  species.  The  past  and  the  futare 
were  equally  a  burthen  to  my  thoughts.  To  the  «j^  that 
saw  me  I  was  a  youth  flushed  with  hope^  and  panting  lor 
existence.  In  my  soul  I  knew^  and  I  only  k«ew^  that  J  was 
a  worn  out  veteran^  battered  wi^  thesUwma  of  Mf«>  having 
tried  every  thing  and  rejected  every  things,  and  discarded 
ff>r  ever  by  hope  anOi  ^o^ .     'WWa.  \  ^^UM^iUarth  leaaiiig 
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on  the  arm  of  him  who  delisted  to  call  me  hk  younger 
brother^  this  was  the  consciousness  that. hunted  my  steps 
and  blasted  me  with  its  aspect  whichever  way  we  turned. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 


Among  the  various  confidences  reposed  in  me  by  my  8on> 
one  was  his  love.  The  object  of  his  attachment  was  a 
young  lady  of  quality^  named  Pandora,  niece  to  Nadasti, 
great  palatine  or  Hungary.  In  consequence  of  the  earnest 
recommendation  of  Castaldoin  155S,  Nadasti  had  taken  my 
son  under  his  particular  protection,  and  Charles's  principal 
home  at  the  periods  when  the  army  was  dispersed  in  winter-* 
quarters  was  ajt  the  palatine's  house  in  the  city  of  Presburg. 
Here  his  manners  had  become  more  polished,  and  his  taste 
more  refined.  Till  tlien,  bred  in  tents,  and  living  amidst 
the  clangour  of  arms,  he  had  been  a  mere  soldier,  rough, 
generous,  manly,  and  brave.  But  Nadasti  was  an  elegant 
scholar,  smitten  with  that  ardent  love  of  classical  and 
ancient  lore  which  has  so  eminently  distinguished  the  six« 
teenth  century.  He  assembled  round  him  men  of  letters 
from  various  parts  of  Europe ;  and,  under  his  auspices,  the 
days  of  Matthias  Corvinus,  king  of  Hungary,  seemed  to  be 
revived,  whose  love  of  literature  was  such,  that  he  kept  three 
hundred  transcribers  in  his  hous^,  constantly  employed  in 
multiplying  copies  of  the  precious  relics  of  Roman  and 
Atheniaii  learning.  The  consort  of  Nadasti  was  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  matrons  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived, 
and  her  three  daughters  were  patterns  of  every  polite  and 
amiable  accomplishment.  Such  was  the  school  into  which 
the  chevalier  de  D»nville  entered  at  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
inunediat^y  after  the  retreat  of  Castaldo.  This  may  seem 
an  age  somewhat  kte  for  new-modelling  the  character,  but 
Charles  had  an  enterprising  and  aspiring  temper ;  and  he 
soon  became  a  distinguished  omam^it  of  courts  and  the 
society  of  ladies.     Castaldo  had  taag|bt  \am  ^  V^  \3nkv> 
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the  temper,  the  manners,  and  the  •science  of  a  nulitirf 
chieftain :  the  palace  of  Nadasti  finished  and  completed  die 
education  of  my  son. 

Pandora  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age  when  Charles  de 
Bamville  first  became  a  sort  of  inmate  of  the  house  of  ber 
unde.  She  at  that  time  lived  with  her  father;  but  he 
being  afterwards  killed  in  the  battle  which  Nadasti  foog^ 
for  the  relief  of  Ziget,  Pandora  occupied  an  apartment  is 
the  palatine  palace.  From  the  first  hour  he  saw  her,  a 
mere  child  as  it  were,  accompanied  by  her  governess,  Charles 
confessed  to  me  that  he  had  beheld  her  with  eyes  of  4i»> 
tinotien.  He  had  said  to  himsdf.  This  little  girl  will  here- 
after be  a  jewel  worthy  of  the  crown  of  an  emperor.  He 
had  found  something  inexpressibly  attractive  in  the  stury 
brightness  of  her  •complexion;  her  air  he  r^arded  as  both 
lighter  and  more  graceful  than  any  thing  he  had  ever  before 
seen ;  and  her  speaking  and  humid  eye  seemed  to  him  the 
very  emblem  of  sensibility  and  sweetness.  If^  at  the-giriid 
and  immature  season  of  fourteen,  he  had  ascribed  to  her  d 
theso  perfections,  it  will  easily  \)e  supposed  that^  as  die  in- 
creased in  stature  as  the  beauties  of  form  unfolded  them- 
selves in  her,  and  she  advanced  in  sentiment  and  a  lovdy 
consciousness  of  her  worthy  the  partiality  of  Charles  became 
more  deep  and  unalteraUe.  But  the  orphan  niece  of  Nif* 
dasti  was  altogether  without  a  portion;  and  tiie  great 
palatine  would  have  seen  with  more  complacency  the  die* 
valier  de  Damville  addressing  his  pretaisiona  to  one  of  his 
daughters. 

Charles  confessed  to  me  that  the  passion  ho  nodrifihed 
had  been  fruitful  of  pleasures  and  grie&y  of  hope  and^per- 
plexity.  It  was  now  almost  a  year  since  Pandora  and 
himself  had  confessed  a  mutual  affection.  The  ooitfessioii 
had  not  heesk  the  result  of  designs  en  dther  nde :  both  lun 
wished  to  suppress  it ;  Pandora  from  virgin  dignity  sad 
reserve ;  and  Charles,  because  he  saw  not  how  their  affktion 
could  be  crowned  with  success^  «nd  he  dreaded>;  itiore  ihan 
any  misery  to  hims^,  to  be  the  author  of  degntdation  and 
misery  to  her  he  loved*  But  what  is  ev»*' uppermost  in 
the  heart  will  at  some  time  or  other  betray  iiiei£.  /Thiii 
S^rmpathetic  and  acGOT^Lax^xic^i^m^'^Qc^xw'a^V^x!^ 
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mteresllng  to  both^  rendered  them  eagle-eyed  to  discern 
the  sknallestindicatiims.'  They  had  had  a  ihou^nd  oppof- 
tunities^  and  a  thousand  opportunities  had  been  resisted. 
They  hedame  more  than  usually  silent  and  reserved  towkrds 
each^other;  they  shunned  to  meet^  and^  when  they  met> 
avoided  each  other's  eyes;  One  day  a  casual  encounter  iii 
a  solitary  retreat^  which  each  had  sought  principally  with 
intention  to  escape  the  presence  of  the  other^  had  taken 
them  off  their  guard.  They  Were  mutually  hesitating  and 
petple^d;  each  discerned  more  unequivocal  indications 
than  had  ever  occurred  before  of  the  state  of  the  other's 
sentiments ;  the  entire  accord  snapped  as  it  were  at  once 
die  chains  of  reserve ;  and  each^  after  a  short  interval  ^ 
hesitation;  spoke  with  an  eloquence^  hitherto  untried^  the 
language  oi  love.  The  difference  of  years  between  them 
gsre  a  zest  ^to  the  communicatidn.  Pandora  seamed  to  be 
tihvomng  herself  upon  the  protection  of  an  elder  brother^ 
of  a  guardian^  one  in  whose  prudence  she  confided  as  the 
antidote  of  her  inexperience;  Charles  felt  his  maturer  years 
as  imposing^on  him  more  severely  that  sacred  integrity^  the 
obligation  of  which^  at  least  as  society  is  at  present  constix 
tuted^  'Seems'  In  die  majority  of  cases  to  grow  out  of  die 
velstive  situation  of  die  sexes^  of  the  protectorship  of  the 
one^  and  the  dependence  of  the  other. 

^  And  now,"  exclaimed  Charles,  "  what  am  I  to  do? 
what  am  I  to  desire  ?  It  would  be  afifectadon  in  me  to 
eonceal  &oin  myself  on  an  occasion  like  this,  that  the  re- 
putation I  have  acquired  both  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war 
iff »  Such,  as  to  have  caused  Nadasd  to  set  his  heart  upon 
ray  becoming  his  son-in-law.  The  great  paladne,  though 
in  many  respects  generous  and  liberal,  has  that  inflexible. 
nesB  of  opinion,  which  is  perhaps  more  apt  to  grow  up  in 
die  hearts  of  scholars,  dian  in  other  departments  of  society. 
He  is  grave  and  solemn ;  all  his  habits  are  of  a  majestic 
and  kvdly  nature;  atid  I  have  small  reason  to  hope  that  I 
shaU  find  him  accessible  to  my  representadons.  He  is  little 
subject  to  sallies  of  passion ;  his  own  propensities  are  wholly 
under 'the  control  of  his  judgment;  and  it  is  not  likely 
ihat  he  will  make  allowance  for  the  ardent  affections  <^i 
ath&fmhidB,     Pandora  is  entirely  de^Tvd€ci\.  o\i\3MtL%  Vft. 
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any  case  the  portion  the  would  reoeiye  tram  lam.  would  lie 
very  inadeq[Uate  to  her  worth ;  but,  discarded  and  discoun* 
tenanoed  by  him  who  has  the  absolute  rule  of  Christian 
Hungary^  what  can  she  expect  ?  I  am  myself  destitute  of 
fortune ;  my  provision  as  a  soldier  will  be  very  inadequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  first  and  softest  of  her  sex.  But  eves 
of  that  provision  Nadasti.  will  dep^ve  me^  if  I  marry  Id 
(^[iposition  to  his  pleasure.  Shall  I  make  Pandora  the  in- 
habitant  of  tents  and  encampments ;  shall  I  expose  her  to 
all  the  changes  and  hazards  of  a  military  Ufe  ;  shall  1  drag 
her  as  the  attendant  of  a  soldier  of  fortune  through  eyerj 
-  climate  of  Europe  ?  No^  by  heavens !  I  should  regard 
myself  as  the  most  selfish  and  the  basest  &i  mankind^  if  I 
ocmld  deliberate  on  such  a  question.  Nev^  shall  the  charmer 
of  my  soul  owe  a  single  privation  to  her  Charles.  I  bve 
her  with  so  pure  and  entire  a  passion^  that  I  prefer  her 
prosperity  to  every  earthly  good.  Nor  is  it  merely  necessai^ 
to  my  attachment  that  she  should  live  in  pl^ty  and  ease; 
I  require  that  my  Pandora  should  be  seen  in  her  native 
lustre^  that  she  should  be  surrounded  with  every  appendage 
due  to  her  merit,  that  she  should  command  applause  from 
the  mercenary,  and  h(Hnage  from  the  superficial  Her 
praise  is  the  only  music  I  ei\joy.  I  could,  not  bear  to  hear 
her  name  coupled  with  levity  and  scorn.  I  could  not  bear 
that,  where  she  appeared,  every  eye  should  not  be  turned 
to  her  with  reverence  and  honour*  My  pasaon,  I  confess 
it,  is  that  of  a  disciple  of  liberal  arts  and  a  nobkanan,  not 
that  of  an  Arcadian. 

The  paiod  of  the  campaign  now  drew  to  an  end,  and 
Charles,  having  requested  me  to  accompany  him>  set  out 
for  his  usual  winter  retreat  in  the  city  of  Presburg.  I  saw 
Pandora^  Never  in  my  life  had  I  beheld  any  thing  so 
sweetly  siiii|>le.  I  had  always  been  an  admirer  of  the  sex; 
but  the  perfections  of  Pandora  were  of  a  nature  that  I  had 
not  observed  in  any  other  woman.  Her  symmetry  was  so 
perfect,  the  pearly  lustre  of  her  skin  so  admirable,  and  her 
form>  and  callage  so  light  and  ethereal,  that  at  first  view  it 
was  difficult  to  persuade  one's  self  that  she  was  framed  of 
the  same  gross  materials  as  the  rest  of  the  species.  She 
jeemed  not  construct^  to  eo^Mia  ^^  ^Scid;^^)p&  ^  \3ssft  ^orld, 
And  the  rude  assa\i\ta  oi  V\\.lbM(sas$vtt  w  w^^^"5X.^Ql^\!«Qas:^x 
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adversity.  Her  voice  was  of  the  sweetest,  the  clearest  and 
softest  tone  I  ever  heard.  There  was  a  peculiar  nOivetS  in 
her  accents,  that  riveted  your  soul  in  irresistible  fetters. 
Her  conversation,  for  in  the  sequel  I  enjoyed  much  of  her 
conversation,  had  a  very  uncommon  zest.  She  seemed  to 
have  no  art,  and  what  she  uttered  appeared  as  if  wholly  nn. 
cheeked  hf  consideration  or  reserve.  You  were  persuaded 
that  she  always  delivered  without  restraint  the  first  thing 
that  occurred  to  her  mind ;  yet  in  what  she  said  there  was 
so  much  good  sense,  so  much  true  feeling,  and,  as  the  occa« 
sion  allowed,  so  much  whim  and  imagination,  that  you  could 
not  discover  how  any  of  her  words  could  be  changed  but 
for  a  worfie.  This  circumstance  strildngly  contrasted  with 
the  childish  simplicity,  or  rather  the  feminine  softness  and 
sylphllike  delicacy,  of  her  manner  and  her  tone.  The  op- 
position of  appearance  between  her  and  my  son  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  me.  He  was  a  perfect  soldier',  wi^ 
an  ample  chest,  broad  shoulders,  and  a  figure,  though  grace- 
ful and  well  proportioned,  yet  so  strong,  that  it  seerSed 
framed  to  cont;end  with  and  to  conquer  the  wrestlers  in  the 
Grecian  games.  His  complexion,  shaded  with  luxuriant 
curls  of  manly  hair,  was  itself  made  brown  with  the  rigours 
of  dimate.  Pandora  was  so  heavenly  fair,  so  sweetly  deli* 
cate  and  slender,  that  you  would  have  thought  she  would  be 
withered  and  destroyed  in  his  embrace^  like  the  frailest  or- 
nament of  the  garden  before  the  northern  breeze.  But 
courage  to  choose  what  is  ru^ed  and  manlike  is  often  cha- 
racteristic of  the  softest  of  her  sex. 

I  speedily  contracted  an  intimate  cornm^oe  with  the 
beautifiil  Pandora.  I  was  naturally  desirous  to  be  as  con. 
summate  a  judge  as  possible  of  those  pa*fections,  which  I 
believed  fated  to  determine  the  future  happiness  of  my  son. 
'When  sufficiently  satisfied  in  that  respect,  I  still  continued 
the  indu^ence,  and  found  a  pure  and  exqidsite  pleasure  in 
the  daily  contemplation  of  accomplishments  that  were  to 
prove  the  materids  of  his  gratification  and  delight,  whose 
gratification  I  preferred  to  my  own.  I  had  a  still  further 
view  in  this  commerce.  I  was  anxious  to  be  perfectly  in- 
formed of  the  connections  and  fsunily  of  Pandora,  that  u?^^ 
tbew  J  might  bnild  a  project  I  had  deeply  %X.  "VvewcX,  ^Nafe- 

6G    3 


454  TRATEU  OF  8T.  I.BOK. 

Btowii^  on  her^  in  the  least  qnestionalile  and  cKcepticmMt 
manner,  a  dowry,  that  ahould  place  her  vpon  an  e^foalitf 
with  herooooiiB,  the  daaghtera  of  Nadasti^  and  deiiir^r  my 
aon  from  «&  apfwefaeniion  of  the  impleasing  conseqit^ioes 
to  result  from  tbe  watntment  of  die  great  palatine;  Na- 
dasd  was  opulent,  and  the  portions  of  his  daug^tere  very 
omsideraUe ;  and,  however  inclined,  I  ooold  liot  exceed 
this  limit  witfaiNit  riddng  the  entire  miscarria^  of  my  ygo^ 
ject.  Charles  thought  nodiing  too  rich  either  in  situalion 
or  xBoome  to  do  honour  to  the  mistress  of  >  hi»  >b(Ki1  ;  but, 
separatdy  from  this  enthusiastie  sentiment^  both  he  imd 
Pandora  had  too  just  a  taste,  not  tO'prefo  the  ^mj^ma- 
jesty  of  ancient  nobility,  to  the  expensive  eatentationft  of 
modem  refoeraent. 

Haying  digested  my  plan  I  was  obliged  to  tra^as&r 
as  Venice  for  the  execution  of  it.  The  mother  of  Pandmra 
bad  been  a  Venetian,  and  the  unck  of  her  mollier  was  4me 
of  the  adventurers  who  had  sailed  with  Pisarro  for  •theeMi- 
quest  oi  Peru.  He  had  died  befiore  the  com^etkn  of  ^l^rat 
business,  and  had  left  behind  him  no  rdati^'^so  near  to 
him  in  blood  as  die  lovely  Pandora.  By  a  «tngid«r^eee 
of  good  fortune,  I  encovntered  «t  Venice  an  indi^dual^lK> 
had  sailed  in  die  same  ship  with  t^e  yomig  lady's  rntde. 
The  unde  having  died  fncmaturely,  the  share  be  .mi^t 
otbcrwise  have  obtained  of  the  Vjfdh  of  Pcrft  was  sunk  in 
the  shares  of  the  vest,  and  noting  was  allowed  to  remain 
that  mi^  have  descended  to  his  heirs*  His  firiaid  $nd 
countryman  I  found,  though  once  rich  with  the  booty  he 
made,  had  by  a  series  of  calamities,  before  he  reached  his 
native  borne,  been  reduced  to  a  state  pf  poverty.  The  vi- 
cissitudes he  experienced,  had  produced  in  him  ibe  effect 
of  a  very  Tmoommon  eagerness  for  acquisition.  This  man 
I  fixed  om  for  my  instrument ;  I  opened  to  him  nay.  plan, 
and  offered  htm  a  very  ample  ^  gratification,  pioVided  he 
acted  successfully  the  part  I  assigned  him.  In  concert  with 
each  other  we  digested  and  forged  the  various  documents 
that  were  best  calculated  to  give  credibility  to  •the  Uk, 
Having  completed  our  arrangement,  I  set  out  fat  Piesboig 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  directed  my  Venetian  not  to 
follow  till  after  a  stipulated  interval.     He  was  not  to  enter 
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into  fun  possession  of  his  reward  till  he  had  cqmpleted  the 
task  he  had  unda^ken.  It  was  fixed  that  no  person  in 
Hungary  -should  he  aequaiated  with  my  visit  to  Venice^ 
but  only  he  allowed  to  understand  generally^  that  I  had  heen 
^8gaged  for  a  certain  time  in  an  excursion  ofsamuaement. 
So  h^d  is  the  fate  of  the  possessor  of  the  pmiosopher's 
sUme,  and  so  Ikaited  his  powers  as  to  have  rendered  all 
these  precautions  on  my  part  indispensably  necessary.  Had 
BKOt  the  various  circumstances  ccmcurred^  the  detail  of  which 
is  here  atated,  the  l»rth  of  Pandora's  mothar  in;  a  maritime 
stAte^  the  expedition  of  Piaarro  to  Peru,  her  uncle's  en- 
gaging ia  this  expedition .  and>  dying  before  it^was  com- 
pletedy  and  my  .own  casu^  rencoimter  yrith  his  eompagnon 
du  voyage^  my  project  would  too  probably  have  been  baffled. 
A^  diraot  gift  of  the  fortune  I  designed  would  never  have 
li^n  admitted  of ;  and^  had  not  the  coincidence  been  emi- 
Dontly  favourable^  even  though  I  should  have  succeeded  in 
mialeading  every  other  party^  I  could  not  hope  to  have 
^luled  the*  perspicacity  and  jeabtis  honour  of  my  son. 

When  I  returned  to  Presburg^  I  again  renewed  my  in- 
tercourse with  Pandora.  The  passion  entertained  by  Dam. 
yiUe  for  the  beautiful  orphan  was  a  seoKt  to  ev^y  peison 
«t  court  j  they  had  managed  so  discre^ly  a&to  have  avoided 
evei^  hint  of  .suspicion ;  and^  as  it  was  universally  known 
that  the  ^reat  palatine  had  aa  eye  on  this  gallant  soldier  for 
0ne  of  his  daughters^  few  persons  entertsdned  a  doubt  that 
my  son  would  speedily  declare  his  election  amcmg  the  co- 
lieiresfi«s  of  Nadastl.  On.  the  .other  hand^  in  the  friendly 
intesrcourse  between  itie  and  Pandora^  neither  she  nor  my- 
self felt  that  there  was  any  thing  tor  conceal^  and  it  was 
therefore  a^  matter  of  complete  notoriety.'  My  blooming 
youth  of  appearance  was  remarked ;  by  the  migtMity  of 
bystandera  we  were  judged  dunned  feu:  each  other ;  and^ 
before  I  W4S  aware/ die  beautiful  fiungariaoi  was  awarded 
to  me  by  the  general  voice  as  my  destined  bride;  When 
however  I  became  acquainted  with. the  rumour^  I  was  con- 
tooted  to  amile  at  it;  the  consciousness  in  my  own  breast 
how  far  the  public  sagacity  hadwand^^d  in  its  guess^  gave 
to  that  guess^  in  my^prehension^  a  certain  air  of  whinu 
Mocai  and  amusing. 

o  o  4 
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Such  was  the  sit^tion  of  the  affiiir  of  Pandora,  and  I  da% 
looked  for  the  arrival  of  my  Venetian  confederate,  when 
suddenly  I  remarked  an  alteration  in  the  carriage  of  my 
beautiful  ally.  She  had  hitherto^  on  afl  occasions,  soo^ 
my  conversation ;  she  now  appeared  seduloasly  to  avoid 
me.  Her  manner  had  been  characterised  by  tiie  gaiety, 
the  t^rightliness  and  general  good  humour,  incident  to  her 
age,  and  congenial  to  her  duqsosition.  She  was  now  me- 
lanch<dy.  Her  mdancholy  assumed  a  tone  eorxespondent 
to  the  habits  of  her  mind,  and  was  peculiar  and  individnaL 
It  had  an  ingenuous  and  defenceless  air,  inexpressibly  eal. 
culated  to  excite  interest.  It  seemed  to  ask,  what  have  I 
done  to  deserve  to  be  melancholy  ?  You  fdt  fbr  her,  as 
for  a  spotless  lily  depressed  by  the  unpitying  storm.  Yeo 
saw,  that  those  enchanting  features  wefe  never  made  for  a 
face  of  sorrow,  and  that  that  bewitchmg  voice  ought  never 
to  have  been  modulated  into  an  expressitm  of  heaviness. 

I  was  in  the  highest  degree  anxious  to  learn  the  cause 
of  this  revolution,  and  was  the  farthest  in  the  world  from 
suspecting  its  real  foundation.  I  pursued  Pandora  vridi 
so  much  importunity,  and  demanded  an  interview  with  such 
irresistible  earnestness,  that  she  at  length  consented  to  grant 
it.  We  met  in  a  remote  part  <rf  the  garden.  "Why, 
Henry,"  said  she,  "  do  you  thus  persecute  me  ?  You  are 
my  evil  genius,  the  cause  of  the  greatest  calamity  that 
could  ever  have  overtaken  me." 

I  started.  ''  For  heaven's  sake,  beautiful  Pandora,  what 
do  you  mean  ?  " 

"  I  love  the  ci^valier  de  Damville.  I  have  loved  him 
long ;  he  is  dearer  to  me  than  life ;  and  he  has  cast  me  off 
for  ever ! " 

"  And  am  I  tibe  cause  ?  " 

"  Yes,  you,  and  you  alone.  I  had  for  some  time  ob^. 
served  a  change  in  his  behaviour,  that  he  was  uncommonly 
grave,  serious,  and  reserved.  I  endeavoured  to  sooihe  him; 
I  redoubled  my  blandishments  in  our  next  season  of  un- 
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reserved  diseourse ;  I  tenderly  enqidred  into  the  source  of 
his  grief. 

**^  For  a  long  time  he  resisted  my  importunity.  At 
lengthy  ^Faithless  girl/  said  he,  ^  have  you  the  cruelty  to 
ask  the  meaning  of  my  depression  ?  This  is  the  extremity 
of  insult.  Is  it  not  enou^  that  I  know  your  incon^ 
stancy  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  I  have  found  you,  like  the 
rest  of  your  frivolous  sex^  the  mere  slave  of  your  sense  of 
sight,  regardless  of  vows,  regardless  of  an  affection  which 
despised  all  interests  but  that  of  tenderness  and  love, 
eaught  by  the  first  appearance  of  something  younger,  softer^ 
and  more  courtly,  than  I  pretend  or  desire  to  be  ?  Will 
noting  satisfy  you  but  the  confession  of  my  unhappiness 
from  my  own  mouth  ?  Do  you  reqidre  expostulation,  in- 
tiieaty,  and  despair,  from  your  discarded  lover,  to  fill  up  the 
mea9iD*e  of  your  triumph  ?' 

^^  For  a  long  time  I  was  totally  at  a  loss  to  apprehend 
fiay  dear  chevalier's  meaning. 

*^  ^No,'  continued  he,  '  I  am  not  jealous.  There  is  no 
temper  I  hold  in  such  sovereign  contempt  as  jealousy.  I 
am  not  of  a  disposition  easily  to  conceive  umbrage,  or 
lighdy  to  doubt  the  protestations  of  the  woman  I  adore.  I 
have  been  blind  too  long.  But  I  see  that  you  are  eternally 
together.  I  see  that  you  take  advantage  of  the  distance  at 
which  the  despotic  temper  of  Nadasti  keeps  us  from  each 
other,  to  give  all  your  time  to  my  favoiured  rival.  You 
seem  never  to  be  happy  out  of  his  society.  I  was  first  led 
to  throw  o£P  the  dulness  of  my  unsuspecting  security,  by 
liie  general  voice  of  the  public.  The  whole  court  gives  you 
to  each  other.  Not  a  creature  it  holds,  but  has  discerned 
that  passion,  which  you  have  the  insolence  to  expect  to 
conceal  from  me.  Since  I  have  been  awakened  from  my 
security,  1  have  seen  it  a  diousand  times.  I  have  seen 
your  eyes  seek  and  encounter  each  other.  I  have  seen 
them  suddenly  lighted  up  by  your  interchanging  glances. 
I  have  seen  the  signs  of  your  mutual  intelligence.  I  have 
seen  with  what  impatience,  the  moment  you  could  escape 
from  the  crowded  circle,  you  have  joined  each  other,  and 
retired  together.     Ungenerous  Pandora ! 

''  'But  do  not  imagine  I  will  enter  tYie^«>t&  VvQa.^^  sgs»Sc^ 


458  TBAVEL8   OF   ST.  LEON. 

butterfly  who  has  now  attracted  your  favour.  I  have  toli 
you  already  that  I  am  not  formed  for  jealousy.  1  am  mi 
the  sort  of  man  you  have  supposed  me  to  be.  I  ha^e  laved 
you  much ;  I  have  loved  you  long.  But  I  would  tear  <Ht 
my  heart  from  my  manly  breast,  if  I  believed  it  yet  le* 
tained  an  atom  of  passion  for  you.  I  know  what  it  was 
I  loved ;  I  loved  a  character  of  frankness,  of  ingenuous- 
ness, of  siinpUcity,  which  I  fondly  imagined  was  yours,  but 
which  I  now  find  was  the  creature  of  my  own  fancy. 
The  Pandora  that  stands  before  me ;  the  child  pf  art;  the 
base  wretch  that  could  take  advantage  of  my  forbearance  in 
regard  to  her  uncle,  which  was  adopted  purely  out  of  love 
to  her ;  the  unfeeling  coquette  that  would  wish  to  retain 
me  ui  her  chains  when  she  had  discarded  me  from  her 
affections ;  this  creature  I  never  did  love,  and  I  never  wiQ. 
I  know  how  deeply  rooted  the  habit  has  been  in  my  bosoiB 
of  regarding  you  as  the  thing  you  are  not;  I  know  how 
bitter  it  is  to  a  temper  Uke  mine  to  detect  so  unlooked*£or 
a  delusion ;  I  know  what  it  will  cost  me  to  cast  you  off  fat 
ever.  But  I  never  yet  proposed  to  myself  a  epnquest  over 
my  own  weakness  that  I  did'not  gain,  uor  wiU  J  now.  U 
you  were  to  disqard  t)u9  wretched  D*Aubigsy  to-morrow^ 
if  you  were  convinced  of  and  contrite  for  your  error^,  I 
must  inge^uously  teU  you,  no  time,  no  penitence  could 
restore  you  to  my  admiration.  I  had  set  up  an  imaginary 
idol  in  my  bosom;  but  you  have  convinced  me  of  itB 
brittlenesss,  and  dasheid  it  to  pieces.' 

"  I  endeavoured,"  continued  Pandora,  "  by  eveiy  ima- 
ginable protestation  to  convince  my  late  faith^  lovep:  of  his 
mistake.  But  it  was  to  no  purpose ;  all  I  could  say  only 
tended  to  swell  the  tide  of  his  fearful  resentment." 

"  ^  Be  silent,'  cried  he :,  '  add  no  further  to  the  cata. 
logue  of  your  wanton  and  causeless  delusions.  Do  not 
make  me  hate  too  much  what  I,  once  so  blindly  and  ardently 
adored.  I  feel  that  I  have  an  enemy  within  me,  that  would 
fain  co-operate  with  your  deceptions  and  hypocrisy.  I 
find  that  man,  treacherous  to  himself,  is  formed  by  nature 
to  be  the  fool  of  your  artful  sex.  But  I  will  subdue  this 
propensity  in  me,  though  I  die  for  it.  I  may  be  wi5etched; 
but  I  will  not  di^pVae  m^«i^.  '^«s^\xksA.%wecL^^s«LSsiMt- 
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hood?  Have  not  all  my  senses  been  witnesses  of  your 
guxlti^  The  miracle  is  that  I  could  have  been  duped  so 
long.  I  hiive  heard  this  stripling  lovet  of  yours  inexhaust. 
ible  in  your  praises,  and  dwelling  upon  them  with  an  ar- 
dour that  nothing  but  passion  could  have  inspired.  I  have 
Men,  a^  I  have  already  told  you,  the  intelligence  of  your 
eyes.  I  have  seen  those  melting  glances,  I  have  heard 
^ose  tender  And  familiar  tones  between  you,  that  bespoke 
the  most  perfect  confidence  and  the  most  entire  mingling  of 
heart*  If  I  did  not  believe  this,  I  should  believe  worse  of 
you.  I  should  think  your  heart  not  merely  capricious,  but 
an  absolute  prostitute ;  prepared  to  bestow  upon  hundreds 
thotiie  sweet,  those  nameless  tendernesses  of  accent  and 
countenance,  which  I  fondly  imagined  were  reserved  for 
Ebe  alone.  I  should  regard  you  as  the  worst  and  most  per- 
nidotis  a^qui^tion  that  could  fall  to  Ihe  lot  of  a  man. 
*  Oo,  '  Pandora,*  added  he :  ^  my  heart  is  chaste ;  my 
sodl  is -firm.  I  can  no  longer  be  deceived  by  you;  I  will 
not  dispate  your  charms  with  the  idle  boy  you  have  now 
thought  proper  to  favour/  And,  saying  thus,  he  burst 
j&k)m  me  in  an  agony  Of  impatience. 

^^'Alats!"  continued  the  sweet  and  ingenuous  Pandora, 
^  my  dear  Henry,  what  shaD  I  do  ?  How  shall  I  remove 
the  unreasonable  imaginations  of  this  noble  mind?  Bear 
me  wilsiess.  Heaven  !  nothing  could  be  more  innocent  than 
the  correspondence  I  allowed  myself  to  hold  with  you.  My 
adorable  Charles  was  continually  calling  you  brother;  I 
scarcely  ever  heard  him  speak  of  you  by  any  other  appelliu 
tion.  I  regarded  Charies  as  my  husband ;  I  already  viewed 
you'  in  anticipation  as  the  brother  of  my  lord.  Excluded 
as  I  was  from  frequent  conversation  with  him  whom  I  most 
loved,  I  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  an  imre- 
served  communication  with  you.  The  extreme  resemblance 
of  your  persons  increased  my  gratificiation.  You  were  his 
ptoture,  his  speaking  image.  While  I  looked  at  you,  I 
said,  ^Such  once  was  my  Charles,  before  he  was  the  great 
mail,  the  gallant  soldier,  the  accomplished  cavalier,  the 
adored'  object,  that  now  engrosses  my  afibctions.'  Beside,  I 
knew  that  Charles  loved  you  as  much  as  he  did  aii^  mA3\<^w 
eaithy  and  that  knowledge  made  -joxx  ^<ewc  Xa  Taa*    "S^sssi. 
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were  ocmstantly  eager  to  dwdl  npon  and  describe  his  excd. 
knoes ;  ooidd  I  fail  to  be  pleased  with  your  conversation  P 
I  -own  that  the  pleasure  I  took  in  it  was  unboondedj  and 
the  emotions  H  awakened  in  mj  afibctionate  heart  delicious. 
But  aU  tbis^  candidly  explained,  was  only  an  additional 
pro<^  of  the  tenderness  and  constancy  of  my  earliest  attadi- 
meni. 

^'  And  now,  eter  ifince  the  fatal  day  in  which  this  oon- 
Tersadon  passed  wilh  my  Charles,  he  is  absent  from  court, 
and  I  know  not  whither  he  is  gone.  He  ba!&  disdained  to 
seek  any  tether  explanation,  nor  do  I  know  how  Co  appeal 
to  his  calmer  feelings  and  more  deliberate  mind.  One 
thing  however  I  had  determined  on,  and  that  was,  Henry, 
strictly  to  avoid  yonr  soeiety. 

*^  I  trust,  wherever  my  Charles  is,  he  wiH  hear  of  dns. 
I  owe  diis  expiation  to  his  agonised  fedings,  ttid  to  the 
appearances  that  in  some  degree  justify  his  misconstrQcfeion. 
I  wiU  wait  pMiendy,  tffl  the  simplicity  «nd  singleness  of 
my  conduct  have  cleared  my  fiiitfa.     If  I  should  otherwise 
have  found  pleasure  and  relief  in  your  society,  I  wiH  make 
a  merit  with  myself  of  sacrificing  this  to  the  apprdiensive 
ddicacy  of  my  Charles's  mind.     In  this  single  instance 
your  importuni^  has  prevailed  with  me  to  dispense  with 
my  rule :  you  were  not  to  blame,  and  I  thought  upon  more 
nmture  reflection  that  I  owed  you  an  explanaticm.    But 
henceforth,  if  you  have  any  kindness  for>me,  or  value  ht 
him  who  has  acted  and  fdt  towards  you  like  a  brother,  I 
must  entreat  you  to  co-operate  with  me  in  this,  and  that, 
whether  iu  public  or  private,  we  may  bestow  no  notice  on 
each  other,  and  avoid  all  opportunities  of  communication. 
To  persuade  you  to  this,  was  indeed  a  principal  induconent 
with  me  so  far  to  deviate  from  the  rule  I  had  laid  down  to 
myself,  as  to  admit  this  conversation.* 

I  was  extremdy  a^cted  with  the  unhappiness  of  Pan- 
dora. I  exerted  myself  to  console  her.  I  promised  that 
nothing  on  my  part  should  be  wanting  to  remove  every 
shadow  of  doubt  that  hung  upon  her  fidelity,  and  I  ex- 
horted her  to  believe  that  every  thing  would  infallbly  ter- 
minate in  the  way  most  honourable  and  gratifying  to  heisdf. 
Pandora  listened  to  me,  and  dried  her  tears.     The  am- 
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versation  was  interesting  and  soothing  to  us  both;  we 
regarded  it  as  the  last  unreserved  and  sympathetic  com* 
znunication  we  should  ever  have  with  each  other  ;  it  insen*. 
siUy  grew  longer  and  longer^  and  we  knew  not  how  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  •  We  were  still  in  this  state  of  irresolution 
when>  looking  up^  I  perceived  Charles  de  Dam villeaj^oaob- 
ing  from  the  farther  end  of  the  walk  that  led  to  the  alcove* 

I  would  have  withdrawn.  I  was  anxious  to  remove  the 
imjust  suspicion  that  hung  upou  his  mind ;  but  the  instant 
that  presented  to  him  so  strong  an  apparent  confirmation  of 
l^em,  the  instant  that  by  so  doing  must  have  worked  up  his 
soul  into  tumult^  did  not  appear  a  favourable  one  for  ex. 
planation.  To  withdraw  was  impossible.'  Pandora  had 
discerned  her  lover  at  the  same  moment  with  myself.  She 
'was  seized  widi  a  faintness.  She  would  have  sunk  to  the 
ground ;  but  I  caught  her  in  my  arms*  I  rested  with  one 
knee  on  the  earth;  her  head  was  zedined  on  my  bosom* 
Chiurles  approached  with  a  quicker  pace. 

^*' Rise/' said  he.  ^^  This  is  beyond  my  hopes*  IleftPres^ 
burg  with  the  purpose  of  not  revisiting  it  for  years ;  but^ 
as  I  proceeded  further  and  further  from  a  place  which  had 
lately  been  the  centre  of  my  afPectiona,  I  b^an  to  doubt 
whedier  I  had  not  acted  with  precipitation^  and  to  believe 
daat  there  was  yet  some  uncertainty  hanging  on  my  fatie. 
The  seemingly  earnest  protestations  of  this  delusive  syren 
rung  in  my  ears ;  medianically^  without  any  formed  reso- 
lution^ I  chai^ged  my  course,  and  returned  on  my  steps^ 
My  doubts  are  now  at  an  end.  I  find  you  taking  instant 
advantage  of  my  absence  to  throw  yourselves  into  each 
other  s  arms.  The  feelings  I  so  lately  uttered  in  your  pre« 
sence.  Pandora,  would  have  kept  you  apart,  if  my  feelings 
had  been  in  the  least  sacred  ii^  your  eyes,  if  all  my  sur- 
mises had  not  been  too  true.''i — He  took  by  the  hand  the 
weeping  Pandora^  and  led  her  to  the  seat  which  a  little 
before  she  had  quitted. 

''  Why  all  this  artifice  ?  Why  all  this  deceit  ?  It  is  said 
that  we  are  not  masters  of  our  own  hearts,  and  that  no 
human  passion  is  formed  to  endure  for  ever.  Influenced 
by  these  maxims,  I  could  have  pardoned  your  inconstancy^ 
■too  fair,  too  &ckle  Pandora  I  but  wV^  sXxvov  ci^sri  ^'sr*^. 
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to  make  me  believe  you  still  retained  a  passion  70a  had 
discarded,  to  subject  me  to  the  lingering  torture  of  deodt^ 
instead  of  communicating  to  me  a  truth,  agoniiring  indeed 
to  human  frailty,  but  calculated  to  inspire  foirtfitude  and 
decision  ?  This  I  cannot  excuse :  this  racks  me  with'  the 
bitterest  of  disappointments,  disappointment  in  the  virtues 
I  had  ascribed  to  you ;  and  convinces  me,  that  you  aoee 
neither  worthy  of  me,  nor  worthy  of  h^^piness; 

^'  And  you  too,  D'Aubigny,  you  have  acted  a  part  in  thib 
unworthy  plot.  I  rescued  you  from  prison,  from  a  dmu 
geon  from  which,  a  few  hours  before^  you  had  no^hope  of 
coming  forth  alive.  I  took  you  under  my  fHTotectioB,'  when 
you  had  no  friend  ;  I  placed  you  next  myself;  I  conceived 
for  you  the  affection  of  a  brother;  I  loved  you,  next' in 
degree  to  the  mistress  of  my  souL  In  return  for  aU  that 
I  have  done,  and  all  that  X  fek  for  you,  you  have  with 
insidious  heart  and  every  base  disguise  seduo^  &om  me  the 
woman  of  my  choice.  Why  not  frankly  and  ingenuously 
have  demanded  h6r  at  my  hands?  The  heart: is  fnoe^ 
your  reciprocal  passion,  though  I  might  have  regzeHed  it, 
I  should  have  been  unable  to  blame ;  it  ia  tike^  doak  that 
you  have  drawn  over  it,  that  proves  the  baseness  of  its 
(Mrigin.  Do  you  think  I  had  not  the  courage  dieerfidly 
and  without  a  munnur  to  resign  to  you  this  illustrious  Mr 
one  ?  I  feel  that  I  was  worthy  to  be  openly  treated.  Had 
I  seen  in  you  a  mutual  and  ingenuous  paesioui  I  woidd  not 
have  been  the  bar  to  its  just  consmmnation.  I  would  not 
have  sought  the  person  of  a  woman,  whose  hearty  in  spile 
perhaps  of  her  better  resolutions,  was  given  to  another.  I 
should  l9athe  myself  forever,  were  I  capaWe  of  snohaipart 
It  was  the  sympathetic  sentiment  towards  me,  bea^ng  in 
accord  to  the  sentiment  of  my  own  bosom,  that  I-  once  saw 
in  Puidora,  and  not  either  her  peeriess  beauties!,  or  the  ex- 
cellences I  imputed  tp  her  mind,  thfit  formed  the  master<p 
charm  which  fascinated  my  soul.  I.  feel  that  Iliad  the 
force,  in  the  negation  of  my  own  hi^^pinesui  jfeO  hate  dravm 
comfort  and  compensation  from  the  happiness  of  tw^.  ciea- 
tures  1 1^0  dearly  loved,  as  D'Au^gny  and  Pandora.' : . 

'^  But  this  alleviation  in  the  midst  of  what.  you.  have 

condemned  me  to  su&r,  you  have  ungenerously,  .denied 
me.'* 
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I  sought  to  interrupt  my  son.  I  could  no  longer  bear  to 
see  hHn  inyolved  in  so  painful  an  error^  and  not  exert  every 
nerve  to  rescue  him  from  it.  But  his  passions  were 
wirought  higher  than  mine:  he  would  not  suffer  me  to 
fipeak. 

^'  Be  silent^  D'AuMgny !  I  cannot  brook  to  be  inter- 
rupted now^  My  heart  is  full ;  and  I  must  have  leave  to 
utter  the  sentiments  that  agitate  and  distend  it." 

He  advanced  towards  Pandora.  He  took  hold  of  her 
hand. 

^^  Rise,  madam.  I  shall  not  long  trouble  you  with  the 
boisterous  impetuousness  of  my  passions.  D6  not  resist  me 
now!" 

She  rose,  and  followed  him ;  her  face  istiU  covered  with 
her  handkerchief,  and  drowned  in  tears.  Hd  led  her  to  the 
front  of  the  alcove :  he  motioned  mc  to  approach ;  with 
his  other  hand  he  took  hold  of  mine.  He  seemed  to  lift 
Pandora's  hand  to  his  lips,  as  if  to  Idss  it ;  with  a  sudden 
start  he  put  it  down  again;  he  held  it  below  the  level  of 
his  breast. 

During  this  scene.  Pandora  and  myself  were  speechless. 
Most  women;  in  the  situation  of  Pandora,  would,  I  suppose, 
have  spoken,  and  have  been  eager  to  Vindicate  themselves 
from  so  groundless  an  imputation.  But  what  she  did  was 
peculiar  to  the  delicacy  and  defencelessness  of  hei^  personal 
character.  She  was  overwhelmed,  and  incapable  of  effort. 
For  my  own  part,  my  feehngs  were  uncommonly  compli- 
cated. My  apparent  situation  was  a  plain  one,  the  situation 
of  a  youth  mistaken  by  his  friend  for  the  seducer  of  the 
mistress  of  that  friend;  and  had  my  feelings  been  merely 
relative  to  this  situation,  I  could  undoubtedly  have  spoken 
without  embarrassment.  But  with  this  were  involved  the 
sentinHente  originating  in  my  secret  character,  the  senti- 
ments of  a  man  anxious  to  benefit,  and  who  had  devoted 
hdmseif  to  the  interests  of  another ;  of  a  father  tremblingly 
ahve  to  the  happiness  of  his  son,  and  eager  to  dive  itito  his 
soul,  that  he  might  the  more  sensibly  admire  his  virtues, 
and  with  a  more  enlightened  skill  sectire  his  fortune.  I  was 
silent :  Charles  de  Damville  proceeded :  — 

f'  Thus"  said  he,  "  I  join  your  \vwi^  \  \!kql^W^^d^«« 
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all  my  claims  upon  Pandora ;  thug  I  remove  every  impedi- 
ment to  your  wishes.  This^  Pandora^  — ^  diis^  D' Aul^y^ 
I  was  capable  of,  if  you  had  treated  me  honourably,  and 
avowed  an  honest  passion.  You  do  not  know  Charles  d$ 
Damvilk.  You  have  treated  me,  as  none  but  ihe  miN$ 
groveling  soul  oould  deserve  to  be  treated.  Had  yon  been 
ingenuous,  I  should  have  a  consolation  in  what  I  am  dcing, 
that  now  I  cannot  have.  I  can  no-  longer  persuade  mys^ 
that  I  am  joining  two  worthy  hearts  to  each  other.  I  can 
no  longer  relieve  the  bitterness  of  my  own  disappointment, 
by  the  image  of  your  future  felicity.  May  I  be  nustakeii ! 
May  you  be  truly  happy  in  each  other !  You  cannot  be 
happy  beyond  the  wishes  formed  in  your  favour,  by  him 
who  will  remember,  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  existence,  bow 
much  his  heart  was  devoted  to  you  both." 

Saying  this,  he  burst  away  from  us  abruptly^  and  dis- 
appeared.    At  first,  as  I  listened  to  tiie  heroic  language  of    , 
my  son,  I  asked  mysdf  whether  it  were  the  expression  of    ' 
a  warm  heart  or  a  cold  one.     It  costs  nothing  to  a  coH 
heart  to  ape  the  language  of  heroism,  and  to  pretend  tb 
make  die  greatest  sacrifices,  when  its  constitution  has  ren- 
dered all  efifoit  unnecessary  to  the  feat.     But  I  looked  fn 
the  face  of  Charles,  and  foigot  my  doubts.     His  voice  he 
had  indeed  wound  up  to  the  tone  of  his  speech  ;  it  was  i     ^ 
little  tremulous,  but  in  the  main  firm,  serious,  ddiberate,     < 
and  elevated.     But  his  countenance  was  the  picture  of  di&r 
tress.     There  sat  enthroned,  defying  all  bani^ment  and 
disguise,  the  anguish  of  his  soul.     His  eye  was  haggard ; 
his  complexion  was  colourless  and  wan.     He  had  been  ab- 
sent several  days  from  Presburg ;  his  appearance  iJcAd  vak 
that  he  could  scarcely  eithar  have  eaten  or  slept  daring  the 
period  of  his  absence.     He  might  talk  of  the  generosity      ^ 
with  which  he  cquld  resign  Pandora;  I  read  in  his  face      ! 
what  that  resignation  had  cost,  and  would  go  On  to  cost 
him.     Ingenuous,  noble-hearted  Charles  !  I  doubted'Wh&; 
ther,  but  for  a  reverse  of  the  events  he  apprdiended^  he 
Wisuld  be  aUe  to  survive  it.  .  '   '' 

He  had  no  sooner  left  us,  than  I  applied  myself  to  cx&h-      * 
fdrt  Pandora.     I  swore  to  her  that,  in  spite  ofi^vHtf  fcm- 
porary  doud,  1  would  'jet  mv^-e-ffc  ^"ei  \hxvwv  ^lV«t  ^^is^^  W 
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adored  chevalier.  I  assured  her  that  I  would  not  rest^  till 
I  had  fbrced  DamviUe  to  hear  me^  and  compelled  him  to 
credit  the  sincerity  of  my  tale. 

How  many  things  were  there^  that^  in  the  scene  which 
had  just  passed^  I  might  have  urged  in  answer  to  DamviUe, 
but  respecting  which  my  situation  imposed  upon  me  the 
most  rigorous  silence !  I  might  have  said^ ''  You  call  your- 
self my  protector,  my  benefactor,  my  patron  ;  the  real  re- 
lation between  us  is  the  reverse  of  the  picture  you  have 
drawn.  I  want  not  your  protection ;  I  am  qualified,  if  I 
please,  to  be  a  patron  to  all  the  world.  I  am  meditating 
the  most  generous  things  in  your  behalf:  this  perfidious 
friend,  as  you  deem  him,  has  devoted  all  his  thoughts,  and 
postponed  all  his  gratifications,  that  he  might  prove  himself 
substantially  and  in  the  most  important  particulars  your 
friend." 

More  than  this  I  might  have  said.  I  might  have  said, 
^^  I  am  your  father.  I  have  no  inclinations,  no  passions  con- 
travening your  gratification.  I  love  you  with  more  than 
a  father's  love ;  I  transfer  to  you  all  die  affection  I  enter- 
tained for  your  peerless,  murdered  mother !  All  my  study 
is  your  happiness.  You  are  to  me  the  whole  world,  and 
more  than  the  whole  world.  Extensive  and  singular  as  are 
my  prerogatives,  I  fold  them  up ;  I  forget  them  all ;  and 
think  of  you  alon^." 

I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof  than  is  contained  in  what 
I  have  here  stated,  of  the  misery  of  my  condition.  I  was 
cheated,  as  I  have  once  before  remarked,  with  the  form  of 
a  man,  but  had  nothing  of  the  substance.  I  was  endowed 
with  ,lbe  faculty  of  speech,  but  was  cut  off  from  its  proper 
and  genuine  use.  I  was  utterly  alone  in  the  world,  sepa- 
rated by  an  insurmountable  barrier  from  every  being  of  my 
species.  No  man  could  understand  me ;  no  man  could 
sympathise  with  me  ;  no  man  could  form  the  r^piotest  guess 
at  what  was  pasi^ing  in  my  breast.  I  had  the  use  of  words ; 
I  could  address  my  fellow-beings ;  I  could  enter  into  dia- 
logue with  them.  I  could  discourse  of  every  indi£Ssrent 
thing  that  the  universe  contained ;  I  could  talk  of  every 
thing  but  my  own  feelings.     This^  and  not  th&  dungeon  (^ 
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Betblem  Gabor^  is  the  true  solitude*     Let  no  man^  afier 
me^  pant  for  tfa«  acquisition  of  the  philosopher's  stobel 

Charles  de  Damville  had  i^ain  left  Presburg^  the  yacy 
instant  he  quitted  the  alcove.  When  I  inquired  for  bin 
in  the  palace^  I  received  this  afflicting  intelligence.  I  M 
not  hesitate  a  moment  in  resolving  that  I  would  punve 
his  steps.  It  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  I  should 
overtake  him ;  all  that  was  most  interesting  to  me  hiii$ 
upon  our  interview.  The  preparations  however  of  nij 
journey,  though  followed  with  ardour^  inevitably  reduced 
me  to  the  being  some  hours  in  the  roar  of  my  son.  I  was 
continually  in  his  tracks  but  could  not  come  up  with  him: 
to  judge  from  events,  you  would  have  supposed  that  he  had 
as  strong  a  motive  to  fly,  as  I  hf^d  to  pursue.  He  led  me 
along  the  course  of  the  Danube,  to  the  source  of  that  far. 
famed  and  munificent  river. 

I  reached  the  passage  of  the  Rhiney  and  was  on  the  point 
of  crossing  into  Alsace.  But  here  I  lost  all  notice  of  Charles; 
no  enquiry  I  could  make  was  effectual  to  procure  me  the 
slightest  intelligence.  He  had  not  crossed  the  river ;  he 
had  proceeded  neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left  along  its 
banks.  I  was  disappointed,  mortified,  and  distressed.  What 
was  I  to  do  next  ?  Could  I  return  to  Pandora  ?  What 
tale  must  I  relate  to  this  adorable  creature,  whom  I  had 
urged  to  depend  upon  my  exertions  ?  Could  I  leave  her 
however  to  the  anguish  and  uncertainty  that  must  foUow 
upon  her  hearing  no  more  either  from  her  lover  or  myself? 

I  think  I  never  felt  more  truly  depressed  than  in  this 
conjuncture.  Most  amply,  most  critically  did  the  curse  of 
the  opv^  magnum  attend  upon  my  projects,  and  render  all 
my  exertions  abortive.  It  was  the  same,  whether  my  plans 
were  formed  upon  a  larger  or  a  smaller  scale.  When  I 
endeavoured  to  live  in  total  obscurity  in  Madrid,  when  I 
undertook  to  be  the  steward  and  the  father  of  the  people  of 
Hungary,  and  now  that,  with  a  chastised  ambition  I  sought, 
what  is  permitted  to  all  other  human  creatures,  to  provide 
for  the  honourable  settlement  of  my  only  son,  still,  still  my 
evil  genius  pursued  me,  and  blasted  every  concern  in  which 
I  presumed  to  interfere.  I  had  intruded  between  two  faith: 
ful  lovers  :  "unfoTtunaXje  \\\e^  "Vi'aA.  \5fesa.\!ft.^K}^^  "sss&.  ^ss«a^ 
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dentbk  obstades  were  interposed  to  l^eir  felicity;  but 
obstmieir  are  commonly  ftond  to  yield  to  finnnefts  and  con. 
ffUtncf;  004,  without  my  fatal  interference^  Charles  and 
Pandora  would  one  day  haye  been  happy.  If  by  adverse 
^telft  they  had  Mtherto  been  kept  asunder^  still  they  un. 
^teFStalod  each  ofiier^  and  rejoiced  in  their  mutual  confidence 
and  Bttaohment.  This^  the  consolation  of  all  their  sorrows 
•aiid  disappohitnieiits,  it  was  mine  to  have  destroyed.  The 
globe^  fm*  aught  I  knew^  would  speedily  be  interposed  be- 
tween them^  iH)d  here  I  stood  in  the!  middle  point,  like  one 
of  those*  invinciUe  repulsive  powers  hid  in  the  storehouse 
of  Bature^  forbidding  to  them  all  future  retrogression  to  each 
'Oilier. 


CHAPTER  XLVII. 


The  picture  which  my  distracted  fancy  thus  set  before  the 
eye  of  my  mind,  was  not  altogether  verified  in  the  event. 
After  a  thousand  Witless  inquiries  and  perquisitions,  I 
found,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  that  Charles,  arresting 
'  his  career  at  the  town  of  Fribourg,  had  returned  upon  his 
'  steps,  and  sought  a  second  time  the  metropolis  of  Austrian 
Hungary.     This  was  of  the  class  of  those  events  which  we 
'  sometimes  meet  with  in  the  world,  that  baffle  all  calcula- 
tion, and  strike  us  like  magic,  or  like  madness,  in  their 
authors. 

I  had  nothing  to  do,  as  I  conceived,  on  this  occasion, 

but  to  follow  the  example  of  my  son,  and  like  him  to  resume 

-the  route  of  Presburg.     I  yet  hoped  to  witness,  if  not  to 

•co-operate  in,  the  reconciliation  of  Charles  and  Pandora. 

•  My  spirits  in  this  respect  were  revived,  and  my  prospects 

•  made  brighter,  by  the  thoughts  that  these  virtuous  and 
'  meritorious  lovers  were  at  last  likely  to  be  once  again  in- 

•  closed  within  the  cincture  of  the  same  city.     Add  to  which, 
my  Venetian  confederate  had  not  yet  made  his  appearance 

-at  Presburg;  and  not  only  was  I  under  engagements  to 
'give  him  the  meeting  there,  hut  it  was  also  clear  that  his 

HH  2 


468  TAAYEIiB   OF    BT.hEON. 

errand  could  not  be  brought  to  its  psoper  elo9e\m^kmi,fi^ 
assistance.  t  ,ii  i,,? 

I  once  more  entered  the  city  to  which  Pandora  r^M^i^  ^ 
her  birth.  Charles^de  Damyille  had  preceded  m^yiasriinl 
severaldays.  I  should  without  delay  have  repaired  tO;kU 
apartments^  but  that  I  found  at  my  own  lod^ngs  a  ktMf 
from  Benedetto  Cabriera  of  Venice,  informing  me  that^>te 
was  now  in  Presburg^  and  to  avoid,  all  cause  for.  suspici^ 
had  taken  up  his  residence  in  a  remote  quarts  of  tl^ 
town.  From  the  enquiries  I  made,  I  became  salifiM  ^ 
that  my  son  had  in  some  degree  resumed  his  usual  joceupa- 
tions,  and  that  there  was  no  appearance  of  his  again  imm^c 
diately  quitting  the  metropolis.  I  therefore  felt  my  tiw^ 
action  wi^  Cabriera  more  urgent  than  an  immediate 
conference  with  Charles.  Though  I  had  sought  that  con* 
ference  with  earnest  expedition^  yet  I  dreaded  it.  It  might 
require  the  maturest  consideration  and  the  nicest  manag«f 
ment^  to  reader  it  effectual  for  the  pufrposes  I  sought. ;  I 
found  from  certain  intelligence  that  Damville  and  Pandora 
had  yet  had  no  explanation  with  each  other.  I  therefore 
regarded  my  exertions  for  that  purpose  as  a  £nal  eibrt.; 
«nd  I  was  willing  that  every  thing  should  be  in  trs^n,  and 
the  portion  of  Pandora  fully  adtjusted^  before  I  enter^ 
upon  that  interesting  scene.  With  Cabriera  I  had  little 
difficulty.  The  documents  and  evidences  of  his  tale  yi% 
had  concerted  at  Venice ;  and  I  presently  found  that  he 
told  his  story  so  plausibly^  and  supported  it  so  consistentlj> 
that  it  was  admitted  by  every  one  without  the  smalM 
suspicion.  ,<*; 

No  sooner  had  Cabriera  opened  his  business  to  the  pai« 
ties  to  whom  the  cognisance  of  it  most  properly  bel€|Pg?4i 
than  I  once  more  presented  myself  to  the  beautiful  axid/fsfic 
gaging  niece  of  Nadasti.  The  instant  I  ent&ced  her.api^ 
mentj  I  was  shocked  with  the  extreme  change  of  her  per- 
sonal appearance.  All  the  uriness^  alertness  and  vifadty, 
that  had  once  so  exquisitely  adorned  her,  were  gonew  Thp 
roses  in  her  cheek  were  faded^  and  had  given  place  Ip  ^A^ 
licate^  but  sickly  paleness.  Her  arm,  though  alwi^a  what 
is  called  white^  had  before  been  round,  and  had  be^  dis- 
tinguished by  the  's^xLteat  \iu<&  oi  ^>&a^S(^«   TW^  ^«s%  ^^^^ 
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6Btaci«ted>  skinny/' afid  colourless.  Her  ey^s  were  hollow^ 
and  her  eyelids  inflamed  with  weeping.  All  these  changes 
httd  talten  i^ace  In  about  five  weeks  that  had  elapsed  since 
I^^Wher  last.  I  was  so  struck  with  the  sights  that  I  in- 
v<i*utttarily  starlfed,  and  could  scarcely  command  myself 
^Mi^h  to  r^rain  fh)ni  tears.  It  was  plain  that  she  caf- 
riM  an  aitow  in  her  bosom^  which  one  hand  only  in  the 
uliTverto  could  extract  with  safety.  As  I  approached,  she 
raised  he^  lovely  head  that  had  been  depressed  with  gri6f, 
an»$  mted  her  white  arms  with  an  expression  of  despair. 

^1^  C6me  nearer,  my  sweet  Henry,"  said  she,  '*  I  rejoice 
ttf"se6  you;  though  you  have  proved  my  worst  enemy,  th^ 
de^oyet  of  my  peatJe.  But  yotir  intentions,  my  kind  bOy, 
Itty  lM"tithto,  for  such  I  will  still  call  you,  have  always  been 
gdod  and  innocent.  But>  idi,  Henry,  you  have  deluded 
BEi^  j  you  urged  me  to  banish  despair;  and  every  day  I  see 
nH^e  reiason  t6  despair.** 

I  asked  if  she  had  not  seen  the  chevalier  since  his  return 
to  Presliurg. 

"It  Were  better  for  me,**  replied  Pandora,  ^^  if  I  had 
net  seeii'him;  Whathas  really  happened,  is  worse  tfhan  if 
i  had 'beien  denied  to  see  him.  I  haVe  met  him  every  day 
ih'  tlie  apartments  of  my  aunt.  To  an  indifferent  eye  it 
in^dUld  have  appeared  as  if  he  neither  sought  nor  avoided 
njfe.  He  canies  himself  towards  ine  with  a  cold  and  con- 
tfd^hed  cftflity.  But  he  treither  demands  an  interview, 
ncir  allows  me  ihe  opportunity  to  utter  a  word  to  him  in 
loiVati^;  Cih,  IXAubigny,  I  see  too  well  tiiat  I  have  lost 
him  for  ever.  MHien  he  fled  my  presence,  when  he  tesolved 
t&^seek  some  distant  region,  cruel  as  that  conduct  Was,  it 
dbttvinced  me  that  1  was  of  some  im^rtanCe  to  him.  But 
irtrWhfe  passes  by  me  in  stem  neglect;  he  has  utterly  driven 
TSfefh)mhis  heart.'  Indeed,  my  bh)ther,  this  last  blow  is 
tftdJmUch;  I  feel  that  I  shall  nevet  recover  it."^ 

7 '«  And  does  the  cihevalier,"  criM  I,  '^  appeiarat  his  eas6? 
likks  he  eihibit  the  v^onted  ^yinptoms  of  his  health  liiid 
tritiihphant  spirit?" 

.,  ir*  Away;    too    pleasing    dfeluder!"    replied    jPkndbra. 
*' -Gh^t  Jme  not  Witii  Mte  fiopes !  flatter -roe 'xicit^rv^tssiL- 
leal  exp&ctktional  Baiiiville  dofea  ti6i  ts^^e^ttxiN^i^^^^ 
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happy.  Bat  yoa  have  decdved  me  too  mndi ;  the  dinp* 
pointments  that  you  prepared  for  me  itre  too  excradatiag; 
I  fed  now  at  no  time  so  high  a  degree  of  ^looiny  aada* 
faction  and  compOBore^  aa  when  I  preas  despair  flrndy  to 
my  breast.  - 

" "  But  you,  Henry/*  continued  ahe,  ''  are  probaliiy  «u»* 
formed  of  my  last  and  severest  miafertone.  I  had  a  gr^ 
uncle  in  the  list  of  the  adventurers  that  achieved  the  dosu 
quest  of  Peru;  he  has  died,  and tmexpeoiediy  bequeathed ine 
a  fortune,  that  sets  the  portionless  Pandora  upon  a  level  w&l 
the  wealthy  heiretees  of  the  great  palathie  himself.  iFe^a 
long  time  want  oi  fortune  was  the  only  (Mtacle  that  stood 
between  me  and  all  my  hopes  of  happineas*  Now^iat 
poverty  is  no  longer  an  evil  to  me,  and  wealth  no  longer 
desirable,  I  have  obtained  this  unweloorae  acqaisitioD. 
You  can  have  no  conception  how  painful  a  sensation  is 
produced  by  this  mockery,  the  gift  of  ample  poasesaidns  to 
the  votary  of  despur." 

I  endeavoured  somewhat  to  encourage  Pandora ;  bat  she 
obstinately  rejected  my  sobthings.  I  was  the  leas  impor- 
tunate on  this  subject,  as,  sinc^  the  return  of  my  son,  I 
persisted  to  persuade  myself  that  I  should  aooa  ha,ve«8onie« 
thing  more  substantial  to  ofkt  her  on  hia  part,  than  mo* 
guesses  and  conjectures.  The  day  alter  this  convenatien, 
I  boldly  sought  the  presence  of  the  chevalier.  TiE  ths^ 
I  had,  sihce  our  return  to  Preeburg,  avoided  to  meet  Mbl 
I  now  resolved  to  force  fk'om  him  a  hearings  to  asnue 
him,  with  the  most  sdemn  asseverations,  of  my  own  inooi. 
dence,  and  the  constancy  of  \m  mistress ;  to  represeift  to 
him  in  how  eminent  a  degree  the  newly  acquired  estate  of 
Pandora  was  calculated  to  facilitate  their  mutual  wishes ; 
and  finally,  to  offer  him  any  pledge  he  should  desire  of  the 
sincerity  of  my  dedarations,  even  to  the  banishing  linysdf 
from  the  presehee  and  intercourse  of  him  and  the  lov^ 
Pandora  for  ever. 

.  When  I  saw  my  son,  his  appearuioe  and  air  advanced 
a  forcible  claim  on  my  compassion.  I  will  not  now-  cte- 
scribe  them.  Suffice  it,  that  they  completdy  proved,  hdw 
true  was  the  sympalVv^,  even.  tA  the  minut^  particiilars, 
betw^een  him  and  hia  iEa»\xes&,   TVe  ^^^\«c^<:fe  >«<^ts^'^ 
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Idod,  and  not  in  d^^iee :  hers  a  defenceless,  a  delicate  and 
tndy  fcminiiie  grief;  while  his,  amidst  all  its  aggravationsy 
had  something  in  it  of  the  champion  and  the  hero.  When. 
he  ftlt  most  seveiely,  he  seemed  to  disdain  himself  for 
what  he  felt ;  and,  tiiiough  his  struggles  were  excruciatiiig,. 
henresol^tely  smoothed  his  manly  front,^  and  the  loftiness 
a€  lus  spirit  produced  on  his  cheek  a  generous  and  a  settled 
Unah. 

I  have  just  said  that  I  had  resolved  to  force  from  him  a 
hearing.  I  was  mistaken  in  my  calculations  on  this  point. 
D^ected  aa  his  hahits  had  lately  heen,  he  no  sooner  saw 
Boe^  than  he  advanced  towards  me  with  a  fierce  and  im- 
perative vdemeanour,  that  absolutely  startled  me. 
■■  "  How  is  it,  man!"  med  he,  "  that  you  are  at  this 
hour  oat  of  custody  ?  " 

Custody  I "  int^dicted  and  astonished,  repeated  I. 
Yes,  custody  !    K  such  a  wretch  as  thou  art,  he  per- 
mitted to  go  at  large,  what  human  institution,  what  human 
possessions,  shall  ever  he  secure  ?  " 

^^  Good  Crod,"  said  I,  ''  what  am  I  to  understand  by 
your  present  rage  ? ''  1  know  that  you  have  considered  me 
as  y^our  personal  enemy  and  the  underminer  of  your  hap- 
pUMss.  But,  when  first  you  accused  me  of  this  crime,  you 
tneated  me  in  a  manner  less  violent  and  disdainful  than 
tbsi  which  you  now  employ." 

^^  I  brook  not  to  explain.  Read  that  letter.  I  received 
i/k.B^  Fribourg.  That  letter  brought  me  back  from  the  con- 
fiosa  of  France  to  the  spot  where  now  we  meet." 

1  took  up  the  letter.  Its  contents  were  nearly  as  fol- 
low:-^- 


LETTER. 


My  dear  Friend, — You  will  permit  me  to  call  you 
8D»  since  to  me,  and  me  only,  you  have  recently  thought 
proper  to  confide  your  projects,  and  your  unfortunate  pas- 
flioa  for  the  charming  Pandora.  What  you  related  to  me 
Oft  the  subject  convinced  me  how  much  she  was  unworthy 
o£  your  love>  and  how  basely  she  has  conducted  herself 
towards  you.  Yet  you  wiU  yourself  feel  some  comi^as&iaiL 
£dr  her,  when  you  Jearn  who  it  is  upon  wVuita  ^"fc  \kaA^»- 
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Stowed  this  unmerited  preference.  Know  tb^n  A^mt  Ibis 
wretched  D*Aubigny  is  no  other  than  the  nototious  Cht^ 
tillon,  the  infamous  impostor^  who^  by  his  machinations 
ftbout  a  year  ago  preserved  the  Turkish  proyinces  of  Hun- 
gary from  being  conquered  by  the  christian  arms.  The 
man  is  moreover  a  magician,  the  pretended  or  real  ^mm- 
aessor  of  the  philosopbev's  stone.  He  is  therefore  donb^ 
worthy  of  deaths  first  as  a  traitor,  the  abettor  and  cob^ 
Sorter  of  the  common  enemy  of  the  chnstian  faith,  aad, 
secondly,  as  a  dealer  in  the  black  art,  and  a  man  notoriaualy 
sold  and  delivered  over  to  the  devil. 

^^  I  have  received  this  information  from  the  most  usque^ 
tionable  authority.  A  soldier  in  my  old  corps,  who  has 
lately  escaped  from  a  Turkish  prison,  no  sooner  saw  him 
than  he  identified  his  person.  I  happened  to  be  near  the 
fellow  at  the  moment,  when,  by  an  unexpected  exclamatioiD» 
he  betrayed  his  discovery.  It  immediately  struck  me  that 
the  circumstance  might  be  of  importance  to  your  interests; 
andj  therefore,  taking  the  soldier  aside,  I  charged  him  not 
to  mention  to  any  one  what  he  had  observed.  To  render 
his  secrecy  the  more  secure,  I  have  since  removed  him,  to 
a  garrison  at  some  distance  from  Presburg ; .  and  I  have 
myself  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  no  living  creature> 
that  I  might  first  receive  your  instructions  on  the  subject 
and  act  in  all  respects  concerning  it  as  you  shall  judge 
proper.  The  blackness  of  the  character  of  the  man  sets  all 
exaggeration  at  defiance.  This  very  individual,  whom  you 
liberated  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  who  by  the  most 
treacherous  arts  won  your  confidence,  and  upon  whom  you 
lavishly  heaped  every  imaginable  distinction,  was  all*  the 
while  conscious  to  himself,  that  he  was  the  character  that 
of  all  that  live  you  hated  most ;  in  one  word,  the  renc^ado 
ChatiUon.  He  acted  consistently  with  his  preceding  oon« 
duct  and  his  recent  disingenuousness,  when  he  seduced 
from  you  the  affections  of  die  woman  of  your  choice. 
'  '^  I  am  concerned  to  add,  that,  on  the  very  day  that  I 
made  this  discovery,  this  Chatiilon  D'Aubigny  disappeared 
from  Presburg,  nor  can  I  by  any  effort  learn  whither  he  is 
gone.  It  is  impossible  he  should  have  been  informed  by  any 
human  means  of  the  detection  that  had  happened.  But  indeed 
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it  is  rain  to  attempt'  to  form  any  reasonable  conjecture,  re- 
acting a  character  so  mysterious  and  inexplicable. 

'^  Your  devoted  friend, 
*    *  ^' Andrew,  count  of  Bathori." 

-'•  •«'  Well,  sir,"  seeing  I  had  finished  the  perusal,  "  and 
What  have  you  now  to  allege  ?  When  I  saw  you  simply  as 
iJie  favoured  lover  of  Pandora,  however  treacherous  and  dis- 
honourable 1  might  deem  your  conduct  towards  me,  I  quitted 
the  field.  I  did  not  trust  myself- to  be  a  judge  in  my  own 
cause.  I  did  not  confide  in  my  estimate  of  your  un- 
'wordiiness,  when  I  was  myself  wholly  concerned.  I  had 
Stome  time  before  received  an  invitation  from  the  duke 
i^Aumale,  who  was  collecting  a  number  of  generous  and 
liigh-spirited  nobles  to  accompany  Mary  queen  of  Scots 
txy  the  barbarous  fields  of  her  native  realm.  I  at  first  de- 
clined, I  now  accepted,  the  invitation  ;  I  set  out  for  Paris 
to  join  him.  I  found  that  letter  waiting  my  arrival  at  Fri- 
bourg,  and  I  returned.  Deeply  as  Pandora  has  sunk  in 
nay  esteem,  I  determined  I  would  never  allow  her  to  be 
^rOWn  away  upon  the  infamous  Chatillon. 
V  <*  You  haunt  ray  steps.  I  heard  of  you  again  and  again 
Oil  my  route  as  I  returned  from  Fribourg.  I  arrive  at 
Presbnrg,  and  presently  after  you  again  make  your  appear- 
ance. What  farther  villanies  have  you  to  act  ?  What  new 
treacheries  have  you  devised  against  me  ?  This  morning  I 
consented  to  the  representations  of  count  Bathori,  and  agreed 
that  you  should  be  delivered  up  to  justice.  Why  then  are 
you  not  in  custody  ? 

*'  When  I  consider  the  mystery  and  inscrutableness  of 
youir  character,  I  am  lost  in  conjecture.  You  are  said  to  be 
a  magician,  a  dealer  in  the  unhallowed  secrets  of  alchymy 
and  the  elirir  vitcB.  In  cases  like  this,  all  the  ordinary 
mles  of  human  sagacity  and  prudence  are  superseded,  the 
wisest  man  is  a  fool,  and  the  nol)lest  spirit  feels  the  very 
ground  he  stood  on  struck  from  under  his  feet.  How  can 
I  know  that  the  seduction  of  Pandora's  affections  is  not 
owing  to  magical  incantations,  who  in  that  case  is  rather 
an  object  for  compassion  than  for  censure  ?  Ro^  ^"axvYxiS^ 
ibat  the  fraternal  resemblance  borne  \>^  '^ova  ieatesx^^  N» 
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my  own^  and  the  sudden  and  ardent  partiality  that  rose  ia 
my  breast  when  first  I  saw  you,  luive  not  been  produ^  bj 
the  most  detested  arts  ?  Magie  dissolres  the  whole  priod- 
pie  and  arrangement  of  human  action,  subverts  all  generous 
enthusiasm  and  dignity,  and  renders  life  itself  loathsnme 
and  intolerable.  « 

'^  This  is  to  me  the  most  painful  of  all  subjects^  I  had  a 
father  whom  I  affectionately  loved :  he  became  the  ^upe^oC 
these  infernal  secrets.  I  had  a  mother,  the  paragcm.  of  ^ 
creation :  that  father  murdered  her.  All  the  anguish! 
ever  felt,  has  derived  its-  source  from  alehymy  and  magic. 
While  the  infamous  Chatillon  thus  stands  before  me,  I  fed 
aU  the  long-fbrgotten  wounds  of  my  heart  new  opened,  ssA 
the  blood  bursting  afresh  from  every  vein.  I  have  reskeiy 
and  been  at  peace ;  and  now  the  red  and  venomed  pligMV 
that  tarnished  the  years  of  my  opening  youth,  setum»  ta 
blast  me.  Begone,  in£Amou8,  thrioe-daamed  vilhdn  \  anA 
let  me  never  see  thee  more ! 

"  Wretch  that  you  are  1 "  continued  Charles  ;  for  he  sav: 
me  motioning  to  withdraw,—*!  felt  that  all  fur^er  expo8ta« 
lation  and  discussion  on  my  part  was  useless,  -^  "  wreCcii 
that  you  are  !  what  is  it  that  you  are  about  to  do  ?  TUnk 
no  to  escape  my  vengeance  1  In  the  midst  of  all  the  ti:^ 
multuous  passions  you  wal^n  in  my  breast,  I  stiil  feel  io 
myself  the  soldier  and  the  man  of  honour.  I  am  not  a  thLef* 
taker  or  a  bailiff.  You  are  within  my  power,  aasd  thai  ii 
your  present  protection.  I  will  not  now  ddiver  you  up.  to 
the  justice  of  the  state,  but  will  hurl  against  you  my  pep» 
sonal  defiance.  I  am  willing  to  meet  you  man  to  man:  I 
thirst  to  encounter  you  as  my  worst  iind  most  mortal  foe^ 
who  has  perpetrated  against  me  the  basest  injuries,  and  eac^ 
cited  in  my  bosom  the  most  hateful  sensations^  Though 
you  were  fenced  with  all  the  legions  of  hell^  I  fear  you  not ; 
and  seeing  that,  after  all  that  is  past,  you  have  once  again 
intruded  into  my  presence,  I  here  Innd  n^self  by  all  that  is 
sacred  to  pursue  you  to  the  death/' 

What  could  I  answer  to  such  an  attack  ?  I  saw  at  onoo 
that  the  case,  as  to  all  future  harmony  between  me  and  my 
son  was  desperate  and  iiiemediable.  What  hope  could  I 
ejatertain  further  ?     W\wX  \ia!^  \a\5a3et\»  \k«sv  ^^i^  x^ss^  ^ 
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OUT  inflated  intercourse  ?  Every  offence  and  prejudice  that 
can  gall  the  human  mind  had  heen  brought  forward  in  it  in 
tunii  I  had  wounded  DamviUe  in  the  most  sensible  point 
off  private  life^  and  had  Idasted  his  hopes  there  where  he 
stdsed  them  aU^  I  had  offended  his  most  rooted  political' 
prepossessions^  by  aiding  the  Turk^  and  feeding  a  nation 
tkait  perished  with  hunger.  I  was  an  equivocal  character^ 
assuming  differoit  names,  and  wandering  over  the  world 
wiih  dilfer^t  pretences.  Last  of  all ,  I  had  revived  in  his 
niind  the  images  of  his  father  and  his  mother^  "^  all  that  had 
once  been  most  dear^  and  now  was  most  painful^  to  his  recol- 
l6etioh ;  and  had  tortured  his  fancy  witibi  namdess  horrors. 
These  sentiments  could  never  be  removed.  All  the  explan- 
ations in  the  world  could  never  reccmcile  me  to  his  mind  ; 
afkd  I  fdt  that  I  had  that  within>  which,  in  what  was  to 
cmne,  as  it  had  in  what  was  past,  must  for  ever  annihilate 
aU  confidence  between  us.  At  once  theref<»re  I  accepted  his 
challenge,  arranged  with  him  the  terms  of  a  hostile  encoun*. 
ter  on  the  fcdlowing  morning,  and  immediately  after  bid 
adieu  to  Presburg,  and  to  the  sight  of  ev^y  soul  contained 
within  its  walls,  for  ever. 

This  is,  I  powerfbUy  feel,  the  last  adventure  that  I  shall 
ever  have  the  courage  to  commit  to  writing.  A  few  minutes 
more,  and  I  will  lay  down  my  pen,  and  resolve  in  the  most 
soleodn  and  sacred  manner  never  to  compose  another  line. 
Indeed,  all  othev  adv^itures  must  necessarily  be  frigid  and 
Bttinteresting,  compared  with  that  which  I  have  now  de- 
sori]^.  >  Great  God,  what  a  iate  was  mine  I  Anxious  as 
1  had  ht&a  to  prove  mys^  in  the  most  momentous  respects 
the  benefactor  of  my  son,  dismissing  all  other  thoughts  and 
oores  from  my  mind,  journeying  with  this  sole  object  in 
v^w,  from  Presburg  to  Venice,  and  from  Venice  to 
Presburg,  from  Hungary  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and 
from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  bade  again  to  Hungary,  -^ 
ike  whole  scene  was  now  terminated  ]>y  a  declaration  on  his 
part,  that  nothing  could  appease  the  animosity  he  cherished 
against  me,  short  of  rioting  in  the  Idood  of  his  father's 
heart.  I  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  either  of  lifting  my 
aword  against  my  ion,  of  running  myself  upon  the  i^iivt  q£ 
Mb  weapoDj  or  of  forfeiting  the  eTigagsnienX\)«X^^^^^^&» 
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and  suffering  him  to  brand  n^e  as  a  cimard  in  the  face  6f 
Christendom.  I  mention  tiot  this,  because  the  vaH^ty'c^ 
objects  of  choice  produced  In  me  the  slighest  hesitatidii. 
Weary  as  I  was  of  life,  I  could  chterfnlly  hate  con'seiM^ 
to  die,  but  not  to  stain  the^  sword  of  Gharles  de  I)att*^ 
with  my  vital  blood.  I  prevented  him  from  b^hg  th6'8^' 
sassin  of  his  father's  Iffe  J  I  could  not  t>reV6nt  him  frbm 
being  the  assassin  of  his  father^s  character.  ^He  WaS'^^ 
duous  and  indefatigable  in  spreading  against  me  the  blacki^ 
inrectives,  which  he  regarded  as  the  most  liherrh^g  tttite.' 
All  Hungary  has  resounded  fbr  thirty  years  with  the  ttrt)- 
cities  of  the  sieur  de'ChatillOn ;  what  is  here  recorded  dbli- 
tains  the  whole  and  unvarnished  truth  on  the  strijjegi^ 
This  narrative  however  shall  nevei^  see  the  light,  till  the 
melancholy  hour  when  Charles  de  Damtille  drallbe  rH^ 
more.  '    •'  •  '     ;   ■  ■   '■'    --'-^ 

Yet  in  the  mfdst  of  the  anguish,  the  disappointment  df 
every  cherished  hope,  whicih  rends  my  sotili  I  have  6i^ 
consolation,  and  that  an  invaluable  one,  in  the  tiirtttes,' ^ 
^ory,  and  the  happiness  of  my  son.  I  said  I  would' foij^ 
every  gratifieation  and  sentiment  of  my  bwh  ih  hSrti'  *  i  Jifit 
now  mor^  thati  ever  iiistrgated  to  do  so.  Wheh  I  iquffteit' 
Presburg,  T  left  Cabriera  behind  me  in  ^hkt  city,  and  J 
took  care  to  obtain  a  patting  itrterview  wilh  him.  Tti^ 
afterwards  gave  me  the  meeting,  as  wie  tWn  cotfcfertedj  tf^ 
Trieste  in  the  duchy  of  Cat-niola.  ^Ithap^ned,  as  I  Hatf 
flattered  myself  the  event  WbUld  prove,  that,  the  t^isiMH. 
sdurce  of  umbrage  being  removed,  Charles  ^nd  PkridbWi  itf 
no  long  time  came  to  a  mutual 'tinderstAndihg,'ltnd"WeW? 
finally  made  happy  itt  each  other.  I'  had  beto  ihi^  fd^ti^J 
nate  m^anS  of  supplying  to'this  exceHerit  and  intdthpiEiriif^ 
ctealUte  the  duly  defedt  Under  lirhidi  shcl'febburfeA'tf  #aiif 
ctf  fortune;  het^  unidle',  havirig  rto  tender  la  pH^b^mJfe  # 
oppose  their  nmtual  passion,  unitefd  thMr  hands ;  attd^^^iifi 
thte  time  of  Which  I  am  speaking,  they  Wete  ¥igj6cidM^it 
the  mdst  grac^M  arid  accortplished  feouple  itt  tKe'  -wlibk 
Hungarian  dominions.  The  chevalier  de  DttAivilie' ikdd^^^ 
sidereid  in  that  counfry  as  the  great  bulwaric  6f  £h'^  €hr}«?tdi 
Aontier,  and  the  kio«t  gexi^xcstv-s;  «d^^SWk^ 
A^  school  of  the  Ba^atdfe  ^9l  iSDfe'^bisi^^tVji^i^  ^^iSsSte*!^ 
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worn  out  with  ye«rs  and  fatigues^  but  still  grasping  and; 
ayar^cious  to  his  latest  hour^  expired  in  my  arms  in  the 
qty  of  Trieste ;  and  by  his  death  yielded  me  this  contents 
i^nenty  that  henceforth  the  only  obvious  means  for  detecting 
my  beneficent  fraud  in  securing  the  dower  of  Pandora  was 
foj  ever  removed. 

,  That  the  reader  may  euter  the  more  fuUy  into  my  seur 
tjment  of  congratulatiou  upon  the  happiness  of  my  son, 
and  rise  from  the  perusal  of  my  narrative  with  a  more 
SQOthing  and  pleasurable  sensation,  I  will  here  shortly  reca- 
pitulate the  good  qualities  that  had  been  unaided  in  this 
truly  extraordinary  young  man  from  his  earliest  infancy. 
He  was  a  child,  only  nine  years  of  age,  at  the  period  of  the 
truly  affecting  and  exemplary  behaviour  the  reader  may  re« 
i)[^l^mber  him  to  have  displayed,  while  I  was  at  Paris  squan« 
dering  the  property  of  my  family  at  the  gaming-table.  In 
t))e  alienation  of  mind  piroduced  in  me  by  that  dreadful 
catastrophe,  he  was  mj  constant  attendant,  my  careful 
nurse,  and  my  affectionate  friend.  When,  twelve  months 
^fter,  we  were  driven  by  our  calamities  out  of  Switzerland, 
^d  I  lay  extended  to  all  human  appearance  on  the  bed  of 
death,  Charles  was  the  comforter  of  his  mother,  the  friend 
of  his  sisters,  and  even,  young  as  he  was,  contributed  to  the 
maintenance  of  my  starving  family  by  the  labour  of  his  in.» 
fant  hands.  At  Dresden,  as  yet  no  more  than  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  was  assailed  by  one  of  the  severest  trials 
with  which  the  mind  of  man  can  in  any  case  be  beset.  But 
he  hesitated* not  a  moment.  Obliged  to  choose  between 
poverty  and  innocence,  with  the  sacrifice  of  all  his  habi- 
tudes, and  the  loss^of  every  friend,  on  the  one  side,  and 
wealth,  new  to  his  enjoyment,  with  ignominy  or  an  equi- 
vocal character,  on  the  other,  his  determination  was  instant 
aiid  unalterable.  Cast,  at  so  immature  an  age,  alone  and 
portionless,  upon  the  world,  he  almost  immediately,  by  his 
gallantry,  his  winning  qualities,  and  his  virtues,  gained  to 
himself  a  friend  in  one  of  the  greatest  captains  of  the  age. 
Uuaided  by  the  brilliancy  of  family  or  fortune,  he  acquired 
the  chanictei:  of  the  bravest  soldier  in  Hungary,  where  all 
were  brave.  This  l^t  trial,  to  which  ]L  had  Wxv  Nks&  xssl* 
deagning  means  o{  subjecting  Idm,  ^^laja  nokW^  ^t  ^^^Kas& 
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arduous*  Love  often  entails  imbeciHty  on  the  noblest  of 
mankind :  but  Charles  surmounted  the  most  perilous  sfc- 
tadu  of  this,  all-conquering  passion.  When  he  thought 
Pandora  unworthy^  he  tore  himself  from  ber^  and  would 
not  admit  a  struggle.  When  he  believed  she  loved  another^ 
he  disdained  to  claim  a  heart  that  seemed  alienated  from 
him^  and  himself  joined  the  hands  o^  his  mistress  and  his 
rival.  He  might  have  died ;  he  could  not  disgrace  himsdf. 
I  was  the  hero*s  father  ! — but  no !  I  am  not  blinded  by 
paternal  partiality ; — but  no !  he  was  indeed  what  I  thought 
him^  as  near  the  climax  of  dignity  and  virtue  as  the  frailty 
of  our  nature  will  admit.  His  virtue  was  at  length  crowned 
with  the  most  enviable  reward  the  earth  has  to  boast^ — 
the  faithful  attachment  of  a  noble-minded  and  accomplished 
woman.  I  am  happy  to  close  my  eventful  and  somewhat 
melancholy  story  with  so  pleasing  a  termination.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  result  of  my  personal  experience  of 
human  Ufe^  I  can  never  recollect  the  fate  of  Charles  and 
Pandora  without  confessing  with  exultation^  that  this  busy 
and  anxious  world  of  ours  yet  contains  something  in  its 
stores  that  is  worth  living  for. 


THE  END. 
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